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Get Ready To Party in Style at the
31st Annual Silver Spoon Dinner
Monday, May 8, 2023

The Silver Spoon Dinner, famous for bringing celebrity speakers to 
Saskatoon, is thrilled to announce this year’s special guest, Inter-
nationally Acclaimed, Award-Winning Designer, Dynamic HGTV 
Canada Host, Best-selling Author, named one of Canada’s Most 

Powerful Women in 2019 by the Women’s Executive Network

Sarah Richardson
Tickets go on sale on-line at  www.silverspoondinner.com/ticket-information.html

starting at noon on Thursday, January 19th.
Ticket price: $250 photo credit HGTV Canada 

photographer: Erich SaideSee page 6

FRIDAY, JANUARY 13TH, 6 PM
Join us for a Kabalat Shabbat Service led by 
Hebrew School & Sisterhood and a delicious 

Community Shabbat Dinner to follow.
CAI Members: Children under 3 – Free • Children 4-12 

$11 • Students: $22,  • Adults $26 • Family $65
Non-members: Under 3- Free • Children 4-12 $12 • 

Students $22,  • Adults $32, Family $75
RSVP to rosy@agudasisrael.org 

by January 5th

As this is a Kosher Meat Meal, if you require a 
vegetarian or fish option, please let us know.

Since 1955, the B’nai Brith Silver Plate 
Dinner has been a “must attend” event for 
Saskatoon’s business and professional leaders, 
including Premier Moe, MP Kevin Waugh, and 
Mayor Charlie Clark,  This year’s event attracted 
754 guests for an evening of fine food, great en-
tertainment, a reverse draw with $25 000 in cash 
prizes and the presentation of our prestigious 

BB Silver Plate Dinner a Resounding Success
by David Katzman

“We Are Proud of You” award.  Each year, the 
Lodge selects an individual whose exemplary 
volunteer contributions deserve to be recognized 
and emulated.  This year it was Michael Tanton 
for the many brilliant projects he has developed 
to inspire Indigenous youth through basketball, 
and his leadership within the Metis community.

The Lodge also selects a variety of worthy continued on page 2
Michael Tantum, Faisel 
Kershid and David Katzman
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Jewish Arts Festival 
by Joel Bernbaum

Thank you to 
everyone who 
participated in 
the first ever 
Saskatchewan 

Jewish Arts Festival. We are grateful to all 
of you for helping support the event through 
volunteering, attending, and bringing members 
of the wider community. The goal of this 
festival was to celebrate Jewish Culture, 
with a particular emphasis on sharing this 
celebration with the wider community. We 
feel the best defence to rising antisemitism 
is a good offence. This inaugural festival 
received a huge amount of media attention 

and attendance was excellent. We are grateful 
to the Saskatchewan Lotteries Community 
Grant Program administered by the City 
of Saskatoon for providing funding for the 

festival, in addition to a major donation fro 
B'nai Brith Overall, we feel it was a great 
success - largely thanks to the enthusiasm of 
all of you. 

The festival began with a performance 
of Old Stock: A Refugee Love Story. Huge 
appreciation to Persephone Theatre and B’nai 

causes for Tzedakah including The 
Ukrainian Humanitarian Fund, the 

Vaccine and Infectious Disease Organization 
(VIDO), The Saskatoon Community Foundation, 
and Camp BB Riback.

68th Saskatoon BB Silver Plate Dinner
Lodge President David Katzman used the oc-

casion to talk about human rights.  BB Canada is 
leading the way with provincial and municipal 
governments to develop effective tools and 
strategies to address antisemitism and all forms 

of prejudice and bigoty. He encouraged all those 
present to consider the war with Putin as a war 
being fought by the Ukrainians on behalf of all 
of us.   

continued on page 12
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VIDO'S Dr. Werner Goertz Randy Katzman Faisel Korshid - We're 
Proud of You Sponsor

2021 We're Proud of You 
Winner Greg Bamford

Michael Tantum

Premier Moe, Michael and Mayor Clark Goluboff, Shaw and Gitlin
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The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel
Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home committed to deepening the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. 

We are an evolving link in the historical traditions of the Jewish people. We are a progressive, democratic and sensitive congregation responding to the widest 
spectrum of Jewish thought and practice.

Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY

MAZEL TOV AND CONGRATULATIONS:
Dr. Alan Rosenberg is a recipient of the 2022 Saskatchewan Order of 
Merit, the province’s highest honor. The Saskatchewan Order of Merit 
was established in 1985 to recognize excellence and achievement from 

outstanding Saskatchewan citizens.   
In announcing the award the Province stated:  “Dr. Alan Rosenberg is 
a world-renowned paediatric rheumatology clinician, an innovative 

researcher, and an inspiring award-winning professor. Since 1981, he 
has been the Director of the University of Saskatchewan's Paediatric 
Rheumatic Disease Research Laboratory and has led the paediatric 

rheumatology clinical program in the province. During his time at the University, 
he also served as the Head of the Department of Paediatrics. Alan’s commitment to 
improving specialized care for children with arthritis and related rheumatic diseases 
and leadership in research has shaped pediatric rheumatology care in Saskatchewan 

and across the country. Dr. Rosenberg is a co-founder of the Children's Health 
Foundation of Saskatchewan, which paved the way for the realization of the Jim Pattison 

Children’s Hospital in Saskatoon. His visionary work and national leadership have 
made Saskatoon and the Children's Hospital a leading Canadian center of excellence 
in child health and research. Alan also founded the Children's Health Research Trust 

Fund, which supports research on child health, with the goal of facilitating the highest 
standards of scientific research. He was the inaugural Chair of the Canadian Pediatric 
Rheumatology Association and contributes to activities of the Arthritis Society and 

Lupus Saskatchewan. Recognizing the value of collaboration, he promotes and 
facilitates partnerships locally, nationally, and internationally, to improve child health, 

advance research, and inspire the next generation of care providers and scientists.”
Sherwood and Elaine Sharfe on being inducted into the SABEX Hall of Fame! The 
SABEX Hall of Fame award is given to community members who have made a long 

standing and significant contribution to Saskatoon's economic growth. 
For more information on the award and a full write up please 

refer to: https://www.sabexawards.ca/#finalists
Lyla Rapko on being selected for the iGen program. iGen is short for 

intergenerational classroom. Students in the iGen classroom will learn from and 
work with their teacher, Sherbrooke residents and the staff at Sherbrooke.Leadership 

and independent inquiry are foundational objectives of this classroom.
Charlie Rapko who has been given an opportunity to attend a cultural exchange with 

Experience Canada in the northern Inuit community of Salluit, QB. Thisreciprocal 
exchange offers life-changing experiences helping students build personal skills, 

form new friendships an increases their knowledge of other cultures.  
Congregation Agudas Israel members Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky, 

Dr. Steven Goluboff, Marsha Scharfstein, Michael Sharfstein, 
Ron Waldman, Heather Fenyes and Sherwood Sharfe on receiving 

the Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee Medal (Saskatchewan) 
for their contributions in serving the Saskatchewan community.

CONDOLENCES TO:
Colleen Golumbia and family on the death of their husband, father 
and grandfather Dr. Joe Golumbia, on Vancouver Island,  a long time 

member of CAI and Board member. Joe and Colleen were instrumental 
in the Congregation's history book  - Heritage and History

Zoe Litman and family  on the death of her brother, Jay Litman in Las Vegas.

Welcome 
New Members

Barry, Cristine 
and James 

Slawsky who have 
been long-time 

friends of Steven 
and Leila Goluboff 

and Arnie and 
Linda Shaw and have been supporters of 
our congregation for many years. After 
attending The Silver Plate Dinner and 

visiting our renovated Synagogue the family 
wishes to be considered honoured out of 
town members from Edmonton, Alberta. 

Lauren Scharfstein 
and Jared Koehl are 
both born, raised, and 
proud Saskatonians. 

Lauren grew up in the 
Jewish community 

at Congregation 
Agudas Israel and is 
excited to become an 
“official” member of the Community 

with Jared by her side. Lauren is a lawyer 
in Saskatoon, practicing at Scharfstein 
LLP. Jared is an IT talent recruiter for 

TEKSystems. Lauren and Jared recently 
got engaged in November 2022.

THE BULLETIN
Editor-in-Chief  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Matthew Taras
Assistant Editor.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..Lisa Shiffman
Advertising Manager .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . Ron Gitlin
Circulation Manager  .. .. .. .. .. . Myla Deptuch
Layout & Graphic Design . .. .. .. Janet Eklund  
Proof Reading . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .Steven Goluboff
Cost of this issue with mailing .. .. .. .. .. $1300
Advertisements .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. $40/issue
Page Sponsorship .. .. .. $40/issue or $130/year
Issues Published . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 182
Issues/Year  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 4

If you are happy with the Bulletin and enjoy 
reading it, please consider sponsoring a page or 
advertising your business. Contact Ron Gitlin.

E-Mail Address: taras.matt@gmail.com, 
jewishcommunity@sasktel.net, 

jteklund@shaw.ca 
website: http://agudasisrael.org
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continued on page 12

Contact Nicky Gitlin through Facebook (www.facebook.com/
delish.irony) or Instagram (@delish.irony) or email at 
delish.irony@gmail.com if you would like to place an order.

Contact Nicky Gitlin 
through Facebook 

(www.facebook.com/delish.irony) 
or Instagram (@delish.irony) 

or email at
delish.irony@gmail.com 

if you would like to place an order.

Quality Memorials approved 
for Agudas Cemetery

210B - 33rd Street East
Saskatoon, SK  S7K 0S3

306-652-5363
www.remco-memorials.ca

continued on page 14

Surrounded by family, Dr. Joseph 
Ernest Golumbia passed away peacefully 
on November 15, 2022. Joe 
was born on April 1st, 1927 at 
Prosperity Farm near Macrorie, 
Saskatchewan.  His parents, Annie  
(Arlinsky) and Philip Golumbia 
homesteaded the farm in the early 
1900’s. Growing up on the farm, 
Joe and his 4 siblings (Clara, 
Sam, Mort and Arnold) learned 
the satisfaction of hard work and 
family values. He would return to 
Prosperity Farm many times over 
the years to plant in the spring 
and harvest in the fall – he loved 
helping his family at the farm. 

A life-long learner, Joe began 
his education in Macrorie and completed 

Obituary - Dr. Joseph Ernest Golumbia M.D., L.M.C.C, C.C.F.P., F.C.F.P
highschool at Bedford Road Collegiate in 
Saskatoon. He obtained a B.A. from the 

University of Saskatchewan 
in 1948 “cum laude” and an 
M.D. and L.M.C.C. from 
the University of Toronto 
in 1950.  

Joe’s natural compassion 
and charisma coupled with 
his incredible mind led to 
nearly half a century of 
medical service. In 1951 
Dr. Joe started his career as 
a family doctor in Nipawin, 
Saska tchewan and  by 
1953 he had purchased a 
family practice in Melfort, 
Saskatchewan.  In 1954 Joe 

met the love of his life Colleen Crozier at 

the Melfort Union Hospital where they both 
worked. Joe and Colleen married in 1957. In 
1965 he was the first physician appointed as 
Chief of Staff at the Hospital and held this 
position until 1970. 

In 1970, Joe was invited to the University of 
Alberta to set up a teaching program focused 
on the emerging specialty of Family Practice. 
A desire to be closer to family prompted a 
move back to Saskatchewan in 1971 where 
Joe returned to family practice in Saskatoon 
spending the majority of his time at City 
Hospital with City Centre Family Physicians.

Joe had an illustrious and gratifying career 
as a family physician. He retired in 1995 after 
45 years of active practice, full of many stories 
which he enjoyed recounting to his children 
and grandchildren during retirement. 

 I just had a first. My wife and I attended 
the first ever SASKATCHEWAN JEWISH 
ARTS FESTIVAL, held in Saskatoon from 
October 19- 23, 2022. It was a joy to be there. 
Now this joy was certainly enhanced by the 
fact that the organizer, fund raiser, creator 
and curator of the event and the general head 
honcho was my nephew Joel Bernbaum. He 
and the Festival producer, Malvina Rapko 
were the ones that made this first ever festival 
reach fruition. In addition, my wife and I were 
able to  be present for the involvement of my 
son  Ari, in the program both at the Shabbat 
service on Friday night and also at the panel 
discussion on Sunday afternoon. I say without 
reservation, the festival was a huge success.

To make this kind of event work, the 
key was to involve the broader Saskatoon 
community. Truth be told, there are few Jews 
in Saskatchewan. In Saskatoon, there are 
likely less than 200 family units. Thus, the 

challenge was to develop activities that would 
appeal to the wider Saskatoon population. And 
that is what the organizers did. All the events 
were well attended.

One might ask why have a Jewish Arts 
Festival at all and in fact, I asked my nephew 
that very question. He was quite clear as to 
why. Because of both the pandemic and the 
declining Jewish population in Saskatoon, the 
Jewish community was unable to participate in 
Folkfest, the Saskatoon version of Folkerama. 
Hence, Joel and the committee planning the 
event felt there was an opportunity to reach 
out to show to the City of Saskatoon and 
beyond what the Jews of Saskatchewan were 
all about. At the same time this was a moment 
to show off the newly refurbished Agudas 
Israel Synagogue originally built in the 1958.

The festival featured Jewish artists and 
speakers both from Saskatchewan and across 
Canada. There was a festival opening dance 

party on October 19 with DJ Butt Mitzvah, 
and a lecture titled "Ukrainian Jewish Artists 
Across Three Centuries" at the Ukrainian 
Museum of Canada on October 20. As well, 
on October 20 there was a Jewish film night 
at the Broadway Theatre.  And also, there 
was the production of the play “ Old Stock: A 
Refugee Love Story.” The play was the only 
part of the festival where the guest had to pay. 
The play was produced by the Persephone 
Theatre at the suggestion of Joel Bernbaum. 
He arranged to have the festival coincide with 
the running of the play.

By the time this article reaches print, 
the play will already have been shown in 
Winnipeg by the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre so 
it is too late to give a shout out to the readers 
on the outstanding success of the Old Stock 
play which has been running for many years 
now across the country and in the US. What 

Saskatoon Jewish Arts Festival - Establishing Relationships
by Gerry Posner, courtesy ofthe Jewish Post and News of Winnipeg
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Editorial 
by Matthew Taras, Editor-in-Chief

Divrei Harav – Rabbi Claudio’s Message
It Doesn’t Take Much

By Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky

When I’m concerned 
about a situation, I go to 
the wisdom of our Jew-
ish tradition and try to 

find guidance on the best way to address it. As 
your Rabbi, I want to invite you to do the same. 

I am troubled about the lack of compassion 
in the way some discussions and differences are 
being addressed in our congregation. I am con-
cerned about how we sometimes forget what is 
right and wrong in bringing up important issues. 
I am worried that we are getting used to crossing 
limits, to act with arrogance, to forget that we 
are talking about human beings with families, 
jobs and struggles.  

The adjective “Jewish” that modifies nouns 
like “Synagogue”, “Community Centre” or 
“Congregation”, speaks about the fundamental 
values that differentiate our institutions. It makes 
sense, therefore, to ask in which ways we should 
act differently when we compare ourselves 
with what happens in places like businesses or 
in politics. It’s not that I’m justifying lack of 
compassion or kindness in those settings. Un-
fortunately, it exists, and society came to tolerate 
it. But when we see this happens in Synagogues 
– our second homes – it is unacceptable, under 
our control and we need stop it immediately. If 

we don’t treat each other – volunteers and staff 
– in an equal way, with kindness and respect, we 
better turn the lights off and permanently close 
the door of our building.

Being a Jew – in all its manifestations, secu-
lar and religious – means showing generosity 
in judgment and compassion in relationships. 
Reproducing gossip, speaking carelessly about 
matters that affect people’s lives, both in in-
formal or formal settings, it means destroying 
the basic fabric of our congregational contract. 
When we behave with that level of irresponsibil-
ity, we can end up humiliating and harming the 
reputation of others forever. Being a member 
of a congregation carries accountability for our 
actions. 

Judaism places Shalom Bayit – the peace of 
the family – in the top of its priorities. The term 
is traditionally used for the relationship of a 
couple and their home, but it is also applicable 
to congregations, especially ours where we all 
know each other. Maintaining the peace of our 
Synagogue must be our TOP priority, over ritu-
als, activities, classes, committees or policies. 
For that, we need to stop putting ourselves 
– our arrogance or personal agendas – before 
the needs of the congregation. Because we are 
small, unique and diverse, we need to continue 

evolving to be a better community, in ways 
that put the peace and unity of our community 
always first, bringing our voices in respectful, 
compassionate, generous and responsible ways. 

Shalom Bayit – the peace of the family – is 
so important that in some cases it overrides 
other values. The Talmud brings the example of 
God, who “altered the truth” (aka: lied) in order 
to keep the peace of Abraham’s family. When 
talking to Abraham and quoting Sarah’s reaction 
to the promise of having a Child, God decides 
to modify the truth so Abraham wouldn’t know 
that his wife had just said that he (Abraham) was 
too old to have kids… A white lie is justified to 
keep the peace of the family. Another example is 
Aaron – Moses’s brother – who helped to bring 
reconciliation between people who were in a 
fight. He would go to one and say “you know, 
the other guy recognizes his mistake and wants 
to apologize”. Then he would go to the other 
guy and say the same. At the end, both of them 
had a better attitude and made peace. All this 
through a few white lies... 

I’m not suggesting anyone to lie to improve 
our relationships (definitely not recommended), 
but it doesn’t take much to do better. For exam-

Every Wednesday - 11 am

at the Library - Fireplace Area

Bring Your Own Coffee

Contact Shoshana Slachter at 
shoshanaszla@gmail.com

I  wi l l  keep my 
thoughts brief as we 
have a full issue, but I 
feel that this is a spe-
cial time for our com-
munity. For two years 

we have been disrupted by the pandemic. 
Locked in our houses because of fear. How-
ever, this Bulletin issue celebrates two major 
events, which to me signify a true return to 
normal: The first Saskatchewan Jewish Arts 
Festival, and the fully in-person again Silver 
Plate Dinner.

As you will see from the articles and pic-
tures in this issue, both events were resound-
ing successes which drew in large crowds 
of congregants and non-members from the 
community at large. Many of us, myself 
included, were touched to see so many of the 
faces and personalities of our membership 
out-and-about with a shared purpose and 
joyfulness I haven’t personally seen since 
before COVID 19.

In this issue the Rabbi imparts upon us a 
valuable and important message about treat-
ing each other with kindness and respect. 
He is right. The staff and volunteers of the 
synagogue must always be treated with the 
utmost kindness in keeping with the traditions 
of a synagogue. The Rabbi is right to say 
that nothing will drive a wedge through the 
community faster than unrestrained tongues 
speaking ill of others: be it those others in 
leadership; the staff, who work diligently for 
the synagogue; or the committee volunteers, 
who give their time and effort to make things 
happen; all must be treated with respect and 
understanding. 

True also of your Bulletin staff who are also 
prone to mistakes from time to time. 

Thank you all for your very appreciated 
contributions to the Bulletin, they are always 
appreciated and received with excitement.

I look forward to a happy Hannukah with 
all of you, and a deserved winter break.

continued on page 12
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we design and print...
 Brochures
 Newsletters
 Flyers
 Posters
 Presentation Folders
 Laser Cheques
 Stationery
 Annual reports
 Business Forms
 Carbonless Forms

Tel. 306.955.3373 • Fax. 306.955.5739

 Textbooks
 Family History Books

... to your specifications and satisfaction

217 Jessop Avenue • Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7N 1Y3

Michael R. Scharfstein, B.Comm., J.D.
P 306-653-2838 F 306-652-4747

E mscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com

200 Princeton Tower, 123 2nd Ave. S
Saskatoon, SK S7K 7E6
www.scharfsteinlaw.com

1-800-667-5353
Bucket Service Available

New & Used Steel and Pipe

President: Mark Ditlove
Saskatoon

Last year’s huge success has helped us main-
tain Silver Spoon Dinner’s awesome reputation 
as Saskatoon’s Premiere Ladies’ Night Out. It 
will continue to be an all-inclusive evening of 
luxury and laughs in which our guests will be 
pampered, wined and dined and entertained 
while in support of: Congregation Agudas Israel 
Jewish Community, Saskatoon Hadassah-WIZO, 
Saskatoon Interval House and Ronald McDonald 
House. We’ll present the 2023 Sterling Award to 
an exceptional volunteer and our guests will have 
the opportunity to win many fabulous prizes or 
to bid on our amazing Silent Auction items. It’s 
all happening on Monday, May 8th.

Silver Spoon has always been synonymous 
with elegance and style and this year’s Dinner will 
be over the top because the highlight of the eve-
ning will be our celebrity guest – Canada’s “el-
egant and stylish” internationally acclaimed 
Designer and Television Personality – Sarah 

Silver Spoon Dinner 2023 
Is Coming On In Style ! 

by Linda Shaw & Robin Sasko, Co-chairs

Richardson.
When it comes to home design, Sarah Rich-

ardson is a Canadian icon. For the last 22 years, 
she’s been a regular fixture and fan-favourite on 
HGTV Canada. She has hosted, co-created and 
co-produced over 300 renovation and design 
TV episodes across nine different series since 
2000, including Design Inc., Sarah’s House, 
Sarah’s Cottage, Sarah’s Cottage Rental, Sarah 
101, Sarah Off The Grid, and this year’s ad-
venture - Sarah’s Mountain Escape. She is an 
award-winning Designer, acclaimed TV Host & 
Producer, Entrepreneur, four-time Best-Selling 
Author, Product Designer, Ambassador, Influ-
encer, Wife and Mom.

Sarah thrives on sharing her passion for 
design and style with viewers around the 
globe in her mission to “Inspire, Educate & 
Empower” across a variety of media. Her pre-
sentations are fun, inspira-tional, educational 

and entertaining. We 
expect that she will 
“wow” the women 
at the Silver Spoon Dinner with her 
delightful and approachable personality, and her 
personal story filled with practical and creative 
décor insights.

The Silver Spoon Dinner with B'nai Brith 
Silver Plate Dinner continue to be the biggest 
fundraising projects that Congregation Agudas 
Israel organizes. Be sure to support it – as a 
volunteer, attendee and/or donor. Talk it up with 
your friends and all of your business contacts. 
It will be an incredible evening of inspiration, 
laughter and fun. We need to have everyone 
on board. Get your style on and be part of our 
success.

Tickets go on sale on-line at  www.silver-
spoondinner.com/ticket-information.html start-
ing at noon Thursday, January 19th. Price per 
ticket - $250.

BBYO Report 
by Gavin Sasko

As a member of 
B B Y O  I  h e l p e d 
p o s t e r  t h e  c i t y 
promoting the first 
ever Saskatchewan 
Jewish Arts Festival.  

It was exciting to be part of something like 
this.  I also had the honour of attending a 
few events and I would like to share my 
experience with you. 

I first participated in the beautiful Shabbat 
Service led by Rabbi Claudio, Jardena 

Gertler- Jaffe and Ari Posner. I really enjoyed 
hearing the sounds of the prayers, some 
familiar and some new. It's been a long time 
since our sanctuary has been filled with such 
nice sounds.  It was really neat that the Mayor 
was in attendance, it’s a good feeling to know 
that the City of Saskatoon was represented 
there. It was also really cool that our doors 
were open to the public. Many people in 
attendance probably had never been to a 
synagogue, let alone experienced a traditional 
Shabbat Service.

The other event I got to attend was the Panel 
with guests Ben Caplan, Ari Posner, Jardena 
Gertler- Jaffe and Rabbi Claudio. The panel 
had a very interesting discussion about Prayer 
and Song. I got to hear opinions from them 
that were a bit the same and different from 
my perspective. I especially liked how they 
emphasized that a song can be a prayer if it has 
a meaning to someone. I agree with that idea. 

I look forward to next year’s events at the 
Saskatchewan Jewish Arts Festival and really 
recommend attending everything you can.
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Accounting & Auditing Financial Planning
Estate Planning Mergers & Acquisitions
Management Consulting Income Tax Returns
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 Saskatoon Regina
 Tel: (306) 653-6100 Tel: (306) 522-6500
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Part of being human is having difficulties. 
And, our difficulties can come from any number 
of sources. For starters, change is constant and 
any change can be stressful - even a positive 
change!  

So what are us mere mortals to do in the face 
of the inevitable difficulties? 

A very powerful and compelling answer is 
articulated in the Jewish mystical tradition. It 
comes from an eminent Hasidic teacher named 
Rabbi Zvi Elimelekh of Dinov. He taught in the 
first part of the 1800’s in Galicia, which is part 
of modern-day Poland.

Starting with our blessings - literally  
Rabbi Zvi Elimelekh has a teaching that 

begins by bringing our attention to the blessings 
we say over food. It can be summarized as 
follows:  

In Judaism, the more general a food blessing 
is, the less holy it is considered to be. For 
example, one says the most general blessing 
over a glass of water. Apples get a more specific 
blessing because they are fruits that grow on 
trees. If, however, an apple is turned into juice, it 

receives the same general blessing as water. In 
that sense, the apple gets a “less holy” blessing 
after it is broken down.

A grape, on the contrary, starts with a “fruit 
of the tree” blessing but gets a higher blessing 
after it is broken down and becomes grape 
juice or wine: Borei Pri HaGafen. In other 
words, grapes are special because they ascend 
in holiness after being crushed. 

Ending up more blessed than we began
According to this teaching, we should strive 

to be more like a grape than an apple. If we 
experience difficulty—if we are broken—we 
can remember that it is possible to learn and 
grow as a result of the experience. This means 
that, with intention and effort, we can actually 
become better for having gone through that 
difficult time. We can be more blessed in the 
end.

But how?
Rabbi Zvi Elimelekh is pointing us towards a 

wonderful possibility, but achieving it requires 
an essential first step: feeling. We need to 
actually *feel* our difficulties in order to 

glean their wisdom. We can do this through 
journaling, praying, speaking to a confidant, 
being present with the sensations in our bodies 
and numerous other techniques. How we relate 
with our difficulties is as varied as the range of 
humans themselves. 

We kindle the brighter flame 
The message that we find so enduringly 

valuable in this Old World rabbi’s teaching is 
not that there is already light at the end of every 
tunnel of difficulty. Rather, we can trust that 
the process of going through the dark difficulty 
is worth it because of the brighter flame we 
ourselves can kindle on the other side.   

To learn more about the Jewish language of 
self-transformation, check out the new book 
Embodied Kabbalah by Matthew Ponak, or 
visit EmbodiedKabbalah.com

Editor's Note: Melina Ponak co-founded 
the Mekorah Institute with Matthew Ponak. 
They live with their two beautiful children in 
Victoria, BC. Rabbi Matthew Ponak is our 
Editor'sbrother.

Growing Because Of, Not Despite, Difficulties
by Melina Ponak and Matthew Ponak

Dear friends from 
Agudas Israel:

I’ve been living in 
Tel Aviv for almost 
3 months now. Al-
though I miss home, 

I’m having an amazing time here in the Are-
vim – Masa Year of Service program. Living 
on my own has been a freeing but challenging 
experience. I’m learning how to coexist with 
complete strangers for the first time in my life. 
We’ve had to build relationships as friends and 

roommates, set boundaries, and manage our 
responsibilities. Being able to explore the ins 
and outs of a place I grew up learning about, 
has been surreal for me. I’m learning so many 
different languages, lifestyles, cultures, and 
religions that I never would have experienced 
anywhere else. 

As well as enjoying the culture, I am vol-
unteering 4 days a week in a day care for kids 
with disabilities. The kids I have the pleasure 
of working with are mostly in the autistic 
spectrum. In my position, I get to help with 

Arevim – Masa Year of Service 
by Amil Jodorkovsky

their everyday routine and learn skills. This 
experience so far has educated me on how 
children with autism live their lives and how 
they think and feel. Not only do I feel as my 
volunteering is helping the kids, but its also 
rewarding for me and has opened my eyes on 
so many levels. I’ve already grown and gained 
so much from being here for a just little time, 
and by the end of my ten months I cannot wait 
to come home and share my experiences with 
my community.
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Grant J. Scharfstein, K.C.
P 306-653-2838 F 306-652-4747

E gscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com

200 Princeton Tower, 123 2nd Ave. S
Saskatoon, SK S7K 7E6
www.scharfsteinlaw.com306-222-8466

centennialplumbing.com

We Repair, Replace and Maintain:
Furnaces

Air Conditioners
Plumbing Fixtures & Systems
Electrical Fixtures & Systems

Chanukah is a joy-
ous holiday that cel-

ebrates the courage of the Jewish people over 
our oppressors and the liberation of the Second 
Temple in second century in Jerusalem. We light 
candles over 8 nights to honour our brave ances-
tors, and to recognize the unyielding fortitude of 
the Jewish people across the millennia. As we 
start our Chanukah celebrations, remembering 
with gratitude our forebears who fought for 
our survival, I am inspired by current sources 
of light and hope. 

On December 14, 2020, in recognition of 
the official signing of the Abraham Accords 
– a series of joint normalization statements be-
tween Israel and the United Arab Emirates, and 
Bahrain on September 15, 2020 – CIJA hosted 
the first-ever simultaneous Chanukah candle-
lighting ceremony across the Middle East. 

This historic event brought Middle Eastern 
diplomats, dignitaries, and faith leaders together 
with our community across Canada to celebrate 
the most significant diplomatic development in 
the region in decades. The Abraham Accords 
have paved the way for comprehensive partner-
ships on issues related to security, business, the 
environment, innovation, tourism, and other 
key sectors.  

Following the 2020 Peace Agreement, UAE 
Ambassador in Washington, Yousef al-Otaiba, 
said that “the United Arab Emirates wants an 
embracing peace that brings genuine, positive 
change for the benefit of future generations.” 
And, by all accounts, we are witnessing real 
progress towards an actual state of peace, not 
just protocol agreements tucked away in desk 
drawers.  

Participating governments continue to view 
the Abraham Accords positively – as a genuine, 
practical means of advancing their national in-
terests. In the past two years, for the first time, 
an atmosphere of Arab-Israeli rapprochement 
pervades the region. The Abraham Accords 
have:  

•	 Significantly increased regional inte-
gration and economic cooperation between 
Israel and its regional neighbours
•	 Opened new opportunities for defense 

and security cooperation, especially among 

Israel, Bahrain, and the UAE
•	 Started a major reconfiguration of the 

political and security makeup of the Middle 
East by broadening the scope of Israel’s allies 
in the Arabian Peninsula
•	 Offered additional possibilities for 

cooperation on shared interests, including 
energy, food and water security, health, and 
other issues through the establishment of the 
Negev Forum, the chief aim of which is to 
coordinate members’ collective efforts and 
advance a common vision for the region
•	 Enhanced security cooperation in the 

Red Sea Littoral with Saudi Arabia and agree-
ments permitting overflights of its airspace 
for Israeli civil aviation as well as accepting 
direct travel for Hajj pilgrims from Israel

These developments offer significant and 
new glimmers of hope for coming generations. 
They represent an alternate trajectory for the 
future of a region that has historically suffered 
conflict, instability, and economic hardship. If 
more Arab countries were to join this move-
ment, the Abraham Accords will indeed have 
a lasting impact on the political, economic, and 
social order throughout the Middle East.

While the Abraham Accords promise light in 
Israel and among many of its neighbours, the 
women of Iran have been demanding freedom, 
revolting anew against the brutality of the re-
gime that has been in place since 1979, when 
Ayatollah Khomeini first took power.  

Since the tragic death on September 16 of 

Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old Iranian Kurdish 
woman taken into custody by Tehran “moral-
ity police,” shouts of ‘death to the dictator’ 
and ‘woman, life, freedom’ have reverberated 
across the country. 

These protests are not calls for the end of 
Islam. They are calls to end the of abuse of state 
power, calls to which even religious Iranians 
have added their voices. Activists have taken 
to the streets to challenge a regime steeped in 
a rhetoric of harshly interpreted morality rather 
than governing to protect the best interests of 
the people. Now facing rising prices and unem-
ployment following years of sanctions, Iranians 
of all backgrounds have increasingly lost faith 
in their government, no longer subscribing to 
oppression cloaked as “restoring moral order.”

Taking place in more than 50 Iranian cities, 
today’s Iranian protests in Tehran and beyond 
are signs of bravery and a cause for hope. The 
women – the people – of Iran are not giving 
up. Protests that occurred mainly at night now 
happen in broad daylight and the world is wak-
ing up to the fact that what is happening in Iran 
is the simple expression of desire for equality, 
for dignity, for life without fear. These protests 
are seen as long-awaited rays of light, giving 
many inside and out of Iran reason to hope that 
change will come.

As we light our menorah this year, let us cel-
ebrate the light dawning in corners of the world 
where it has not been found in recent years. 

Wishing you and your family a joyful Cha-
nukah. 

CIJA | Community Column
Glimmers of Hope 

by Judy Zelikovitz
Vice President, University and Local Partner Services, The Centre for Israel  
and Jewish Affairs (CIJA)
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This page sponsored by Catherine Delaney, Marc Sheckter, and Elle Delaney

Our recent visit to Saskatoon was an eye-
opening experience. Your community may 
be small but a giant in accomplishment! 
Let’s talk about your B’nai Brith Silver Plate 
Dinner. What it achieved 
is a platform of under-
standing that racism in 
any form does not belong 
in Saskatchewan. Your 
Rabbi, Premier, Mayor, 
professional and business 
leaders were there uni-
fied in thought with 750 
individuals to accept the 
Jewish people as equals 
and by that collective ex-
ample, other minorities were recognized. 
For our people, there is good news: we have 
received parity and respect from our non-
Jewish partners. Even knowing that Canadian 
statistics show that antisemitism is on the rise, 

my conclusion, based on the front lines, is that 
Canadians have become more tolerant over 
the past decades. Your dinner venue is unique. 
In Edmonton we have nothing to compare to 

your achievement, nor 
could I perceive a cohe-
sive effort in our much 
larger community. Be 
thankful for the rewards 
your hard work has pro-
vided for Saskatoon and 
the Province of Saskatch-
ewan.

Congregation Agudas 
Israel: I spent an after-
noon touring your refur-

bished community facility. It is far more than 
a Synagogue. Its is a school, a meeting place, 
and a home for all of you. A few years ago, 
it was my thinking that why spend over 3 
million dollars on an old building with a tiny 

Yasher Koach Saskatoon
by Barry Slawsky

community of members. I was wrong! Your 
leadership was right. What good is $3 million 
dollars sitting in a bank compared to what you 
have done, to make your community welcome 
and to reap the benefits of a successful renova-
tion.  From a fresh pair of eyes, I can tell you 
that everything I saw impressed me! Bright 
sunlight upstairs, the Sanctuary, the flow of 
the rooms downstairs, the woodwork, the 
fixtures, the lighting, all perfect. 

Saskatoon, pat yourself on your back! No 
Jewish community in Western Canada is 
close to your level of achievement. That is 
the reason why my family has taken out a 
membership in your Synagogue and want to 
be a part of your miracle. 

Editors Note: Barry Slawsky has been a 
long-time friend and supporter of Congrega-
tion Agudas Israel while he continues to be 
a leader in the Edmonton Jewish community. 

Barry, Cristine and 
James Slawsky

Quarterly 
by Kaiti Hannah

Answers on page 15

“Women of the Tanakh”

1.  Jacob had two wives: Rachel and Leah. 
He also had two concubines. What were 
their names?

2.  What are the names of the two midwives 
who refused to kill Hebrew children in 
Egypt?

3.  Which instrument did Miriam play after 
crossing the Red Sea?

4.  King David was the descendant of 
which biblical woman who converted to 
Judaism?

5.  How many prophetesses are there said to 
be in the Bible?

6.  What are the names of these 
prophetesses?

7.  Esther is a Persian name. What is the 
Hebrew version of the name?

8,  In the Book of Numbers, five sisters 
petition Moses to allow them to inherit 
their father Zelophehad’s land, as they 
have no brothers to carry on his name. 
What are the five sisters’ names?

9.  What is the name of Jacob’s only 
daughter?

10.  What is the name of the Midianite 
woman who married Moses?
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Biography of the Month: Fanny Brice
by Stan Schroeder

Editor’s Note: Stan Schroeder is the Editor 
of  Congregation Shir Ami’s “Shir Notes” in 
Los Angeles which also won a Gold Medal for 
“Bulletins.” He writes biographies of famous 
Jews and has offered to share them with us. This 
article was first published in the Shir Notes. Ste-
ven Goluboff, former Editor and Stan met each 
other in Jerusalem to discuss their community 
Bulletins many years ago.

Sponsored by Michelle Bobowsky in honour of her late parents Yitzhak & Jennie Bobowsky.

 Fanny Brice was born Fania Borach October 
29, 1891 on the Lower East Side of New 
York, the third of four children of immigrant 
Hungarian-Jewish relatively well-off saloon-
owners.  Fania Borach decided early in life 
to become a performer. In an era in which 
entertainment was typically based on ethnic 
stereotypes -the drunken Irishman, the ignorant 
Pole, the Yiddish-accented greenhorn - Brice’s 
“Semitic looks” slotted her into Jewish roles. 
Despite her efforts to succeed as a serious 
actress and singer, Brice, who spoke no 
Yiddish, rose to stardom performing comedy 
with a Yiddish accent.

    In 1908, dropping out of school after the 
eighth grade, the gangly, 
strong-voiced Fanny Borach 
found work as a chorus 
girl in a burlesque review.  
By the end of that year, 
she changed her name to 
Brice, probably, Grossman 
speculates ,  to  escape 
limited Jewish stage roles.  
Ironically, a year later, 
she would make her first 
Broadway mark in a musical 
comedy, The College Girls, 
singing Irving Berlin’s Sadie 
Salome, Go Home with 
a put-on Yiddish accent, 
while dancing a parody of 
the seductive veil dance in Richard Strauss’ 
opera Salome.  Her act brought down the house.  
Despite her desires, Brice had found her place 

as a “Jewish” entertainer.
    Brice starred in the Ziegfield Follies in the 

1920s and 1930s and became known for her 
beautiful voice and limber grace, which she 
always used in the service of humor.  When 
she tried dramatic Broadway roles, her plays 
were unsuccessful.  As Brice’s fame increased, 
so did her notoriety.  In 1918, she married Jules 
“Nicky” Arnstein, a handsome, urbane but 
somewhat inept con man and thief she had lived 
with for six years.  (Fanny had been married 
briefly as a teenager.) Despite Arnstein’s 
infidelity and a stretch in Sing Sing Prison for 
illegal wiretapping, the devoted Brice stayed 
with him, had two children and supported 

him by working on-stage 
almost constantly.  Brice’s 
t u m u l t u o u s 
relationship with 
the ne’er-do-well 
Arnste in  gave 
her material for 
a rare non-ethnic 
success: appearing 
in the Ziegfield 
Follies of 1921. 
The usually manic 
comedienne stood 
nearly motionless 
o n  t h e  s t a g e 
a n d ,  s i n g i n g 
in a beautiful, 

unaccented voice, moved audiences 
to tears with her rendition of “My 
Man” with its now-classic lyrics, “But whatever 
my man is, I am his - forever.”

    In 1924, Arnstein was charged in a 
Wall Street bond theft.  Brice insisted on 
his innocence and funded his legal defense, 
at great expense.  Arnstein was convicted 
and sentenced to the Federal penitentiary at 
Leavenworth.  Released in 1927, the ungrateful 
and unfaithful Arnstein disappeared from 
Brice’s life and that of his two children. 
Reluctantly, Brice divorced him.

    Brice had some of her greatest success 
during her years as Mrs. Arnstein, including 
her famous song “Second Hand Rose.”  Yet, 
in 1923 Brice “tired of being a sight gag” and 
had her nose surgically straightened.  Still, 
acceptance eluded her when she tried her hand 
at “American” drama.

    After a failed marriage to Broadway impresario 
Billy Rose and starring roles in Hollywood 
film, Brice found a niche -broadcast radio - 

that made her 
comfortable. 
Baby Snooks 
p r e m i e r e d 
in  Ziegfe ld 
Follies of the 
Air in February 
1936 on CBS. 
In 1938, Brice 
launched her own weekly radio show. From 
then until her death in 1951, with Hanley 
Stafford as her bedeviled Daddy, Baby Snooks 
was a mainstay in the heyday of radio comedy. 
Fanny said “Snooks is just the kid I used to be. 
She’s my kind of youngster, the type I like. She 
has imagination. She’s eager. She’s alive. With 
all her deviltry, she is still a good kid, never 

vicious or mean.”  
I remember Baby 
Snooks as one of my 
favorites.

    Brice and 
Stafford brought 
Baby Snooks and 
Daddy to Tallulah 
B a n k h e a d ’ s 
l e g e n d a r y  b i g -
budget, large-scale 
radio variety show 
The Big Show in 
November, 1950, 
sharing the bill with 
Groucho Marx and 
Jane Powell, among 

others. Six months later, May 29, 1951, Fanny 
Brice died in Hollywood at the age of 59 of a 
cerebral hemorrhage.

    Barbra Streisand paid tribute to Brice 
in her loosely biographical film Funny Girl.  
(In the film, Arnstein is portrayed as a much 
more sympathetic character.)  Lily Tomlin 
popularized a Baby Snooks-like character 
on the Laugh-In TV series.  Edith Ann was 
a precocious five year-old, who sat in an 
oversized rocking chair, and made ironic 
observations on the adult world.
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The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:

As my father planted 
for me before I was 
born,
So do I plant for 
those who will come 
after me.

from the Talmud

Your contribution, 
sent to: 

Saskatoon Jewish 
Foundation 

Congregation Agudas 
Israel, 

715 McoKinnon Avenue, 
Saskatoon S7H 2G2 will 

be gratefully received 
and faithfully applied.

TO GREETING FROM
SJF

Robert & Heather Englebert In memory of your mother, Donna Englebert Alan Rosenberg &  
  Lesley-Ann Crone
Alan Rosenberg Mazel Tov! Congratulations! Zara Gurstein

ELAINE & SHERWOOD SHARFE CANTORIAL FUND
Elaine & Sherry Sharfe Congratulations on your induction to the  
 Sabex Hall of Fame Alan Rosenberg &  
  Lesley-Ann Crone
Elaine & Sherry Sharfe In honour of your induction into the Sabex  
 Hall of Fame Kayla Hock
Colleen Golumbia & Family In memory of Dr. Joe Golumbia Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Zoe Litman Condolences on the passing of your brother Elaine & Sherry Sharfe

NATHAN & GRACE GOLUBOFF FUND
Robert & Heather Englebert  
& Family  Condolences on the loss of your mother Steven & Leila Goluboff & Family
Alan Rosenberg Mazel Tov on receiving the Saskatchewan  
 Order of Merit Steven & Leila Goluboff & Family
Elaine & Sherry Sharfe Mazel Tov on your 60th wedding anniversary Steven & Leila Goluboff & Family
Elaine Sharfe Mazel Tov on your 80th birthday Steven & Leila Goluboff & Family
Barry & Cristine Slawsky Condolences on the loss of Barry’s sister,  
 Fern Robinson Steven & Leila Goluboff
Zoe Litman Condolences on the loss of your brother,  
 Jay Litman Steven & Leila Goluboff
Colleen Golumbia & Family Condolences on the loss of Joe Golumbia 
 husband, father and grandfather Steven & Leila Goluboff

LEGACY PROJECT
Myrna & Don Silverberg In honour of your special birthdays Kayla Hock
Zoe Litman In memory of your brother, Jay Litman Linda & Arnie Shaw
 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Alan Rosenberg Congratulations on receiving the Saskatchewan  
 Order of Merit Edda & Ron Laxer
Rabbi Claudio Jodorokovsky in honour of your receiving the Queen’s Platinum  
 Jubilee Medal Toby Rose & Les Klein
Alan Rosenberg In honour of your receiving the Saskatchewan  
 Order of Merit Toby Rose & Les Klein
Rabbi Claudio Jodorokovsky Mazel Tov on being honoured with the  
 Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee Medal Alan Rosenberg &  
  Lesley-Ann Crone 

B’NAI BRITH
In honour of the wedding of Jardena Gertler-Jaffe & Maximillian Graf Jansen JoAnn Jaffe & Michael Gertler

CLARA GOLUMBIA FUND
Colleen Golumbia & Family In memory of Dr. Joe Golumbia Alan Rosenberg &  
  Lesley-Ann Crone

CAI
Mico Oil • Stacy Shaikin • Todd Knappen •  One Faith Services-Brent Bond  • Kurt Leedahl

Wiegers Holding Ltd. • Hernan Rodriguez - Red Level Contracting • Ray Wiebe

IN MEMORY OF RABBI ROGER PAVEY
Patricia Pavey

CEMETERY
Jonathon Horlick • Andrew Horlick • Allan Horlick • Simon Horlick

RABBI ROGER PAVEY TIKKUN OLAM FUND
Franci & Gord Holtslander
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Jewish Arts Festival... continued from page 2

This page is sponsored by Birgit Westergaard and Norman Gladstone of West Vancouver

Brith Lodge #739 who worked together with 
our baby festival to bring this incredible 
production to Saskatoon for the first time. 
Old Stock is a production from 2b Theatre 
in Halifax Nova Scotia – created by Ben 
Caplan, Hanna Moscovitz and Christian 
Barry. Moscovitz is an award-winning Jewish 
playwright, and Caplan – well if you saw 
Old Stock – Caplan is a force of nature. We 
hope to feature the work of both artists once 
again in future festivals. Persephone Theatre 
programmed Old Stock for two full weeks, 
and 2188 people saw the show. Thanks to the 
major financial contribution by B’nai Brith 
Lodge 175 people who would not otherwise 
have been able to see the show were given 
accessible tickets. We look forward to B’nai 
Brith’s support of future festivals. 

The festival’s opening night dance party 
featured our community’s own DJ BUTT 
MITZVAH spinning klezmer beats in the 
lobby of Persephone Theatre. President Kevin 
Sharfe and Sherwood Chevrolet generously 
catered a delicious opening night meal 
prepared by our friends at Lebanese kitchen. 
We had several raucous hora’s – definitely 
a first – but hopefully not a last – for the 
Persephone Lobby. It felt good to dance 

and share our culture together with friends 
from the general community. In dark and 
challenging times in the world, we must not 
forget that together we can join hands and 
celebrate. 

The festival would not have been possible 
without our group of community partners. 
The Ukrainian Museum of Canada hosted 
a dynamic lecture, attended by 45 people, 
on Ukrainian Jewish Artists across three 
centuries. The Broadway Theatre offered 
a free screening of the thought-provoking 
dramatic comedy Shiva Baby attended by 
56 people. Both these events were largely 
attended by the general public. 

The true highlights of the festival for us 
were the two events inside our beautifully 
renovated synagogue. Rabbi Claudio, our 
homegrown Opera professional Jardena 
Gertler-Jaffee and pianist/composer Ari 
Posner (son of Sherna and Gerry Posner and 
grandson of Frances and Frank Bernbaum) 
teamed up to offer an incredibly moving 
Shabbat Service. Mayor Charlie Clark 
offered a meaningful greeting and prayer 
and 75 people from both our community and 
the general community shared the service 
and delicious honey cake after made by 

Sisterhood. 
We gathered again at the synagogue 

on Sunday for a panel discussion on the 
relationship between prayer and song, 
featuring Rabbi Claudio, Jardena Gertler-
Jaffe, Ari Posner and Ben Caplan. It was a 
rich discussion attended by 65 people and 
followed once again by honey cake. Big 
thanks to Rosy Kreindel, Zoe Littman and the 
other volunteers working behind the scenes to 
do everything from baking cakes to greeting 
guests. Thanks as well to our BBYO youth 
who took care of postering and setting up 
chairs for the synagogue events. 

We are now debriefing the festival and 
discussing if/how we should/could do it again. 
Our current idea is to make it a bi-annual 
event – in order to allow us time to organize 
a greater diversity and reach of events. If you 
have any feedback or ideas you would like 
to share, please email us at joel.bernbaum@
gmail.com or mrapko@bbyo.org.

We look forward to further opportunities 
to share Jewish arts together with the rest of 
our city and our province. We are a small but 
mighty Jewish community, and we hope we 
can continue to celebrate. L’chaim!

Throughout his career, Joe was heavily 
involved in the community and was known as 
both a caring doctor and a physician leader.  
A few of his more notable roles included 
serving as the President of the Melfort Union 
Hospital medical staff, President of the Carrot 
River District Medical Society, Medical 
Officer of Health for the town of Melfort, 
and the R.M. of Flett Springs. In Saskatoon 
he held leadership positions at City Hospital 
as Chief of Emergency Medicine and Chief 
of Family Practice. He was also President for 
the Saskatchewan Chapter of the College of 
Family Physicians of Canada, and Chairman 
of the Worker’s Compensation Board Medical 
Review Panel for Northern Saskatchewan. Joe 
was also an active leader in both the secular 
and Jewish communities in Melfort and 
Saskatoon with numerous roles in the Jaycees, 
Rotary, and recreational/sporting groups and 
the local synagogues. 

Joe’s involvement in the medical community 

continued his entire life. In his later years, he 
could often be found in his armchair reading 
the latest medical journals, always staying 
abreast of new and developing research.  In 
2018, Joe was proud to speak on behalf of the 
class of ‘48 at his 70th medical school reunion 
during the University of Saskatchewan 
College of Medicine’s alumni conference.   

Joe’s lifelong hobbies included competitive 
golf, baseball and especially curling. Joe took 
up curling in his early teenage years winning 
his first bonspiel at age 13 and playing 
competitively until age 89. Although he never 
got to the Canadian Briar, Joe won many 
regional titles in Saskatchewan. His team won 
the Canadian Medical Curling Championships 
twice and the Senior Men’s Canadian Curling 
Championship in 1986 - where Joe was voted 
“all-star third”. 

Joe and Colleen relocated to Vancouver 
Island in 2003 to be closer to their children 
and grandchildren. The family spent many 

evenings and weekends together eating, 
laughing and playing in cribbage tournaments 
that Joe often won. 

Joe  i s  su rv ived  by  h i s  be loved 
wife of 65 years Colleen, children Jay 
G o l u m b i a  ( S h u l a  B a n c h i k ) ,  To d d  
(Patty) Golumbia, Tim Golumbia (Gail 
Applegren), Joanne (Dave) Michaels, 
grandchildren, Kaeli (Tyler) Stuart, Shelby 
Michaels (Matt Magee), Emily Golumbia, 
Tessa (Matt) Strong, Dexter Michaels, 
Isaac Golumbia, great-grandchildren Burke, 
Holland and Van Stuart, sister-in-law Claire 
Golumbia, and many loving nieces, nephews 
and cousins.  

The family is grateful for the wonderful 
medical care provided at the Saanich Peninsula 
Hospital. In Lieu of flowers, please make a 
donation to the Saanich Peninsula Hospital 
Foundation or the charity of your choice.

 - zikhronah livrakha - הכרבל ונורכז
May his memory be a blessing.

Joe Golumbia ... continued from page 4

Divrei Harav... continued from page 5

ple, if you are concerned about something, just 
go and talk to the person. If it’s a community 
issue, reach out to our president, to the chair of 
a committee or to myself, but do not do gos-
sip after services. If you are frustrated, do not 
express your anger in the Bulletin like those 

who, irresponsibly, divide us in social media. 
Legitimate concerns get lost when they are not 
addressed with generosity and responsibility. 
Why not try to talk with the people involved and 
then communicate to the leadership if needed? 
It doesn’t take much to make things better. We 

can all work together for the best future for our 
congregation.

L’shalom,
In peace,
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SHERWOOD

CHEVROLET

GMC
Heavy
Duty

Trucks

RV
Sales
and

Service

GMC
Medium

Duty
Trucks

Free Shuttle Service 
Pick-up and Delivery 
7:30 a.m. - 5:15 p.m.

Body Shop 
The Body Shop provides

Free Loaners on all SGI or 
Retail Collision Claims

550 Brand Road • Saskatoon
374-6330 • Toll Free 1-877-374-6330

GMC  Keith Thomson B.Comm. CA
 Brian Turnquist B.Comm. CA
 Michael Gorniak B.Comm. CA
 Rodney Trayhorne MPAcc. CA
 Amberly Chabot B.Comm. 

•Accounting & Auditing
•Personal & Corporate Tax Planning & Preparation

• Computer Consulting, Training & Monthly Processing
•Financial Planning & Loan Proposals

•Estate Planning   •Agristability
•Business Plans   •Litigation Support   •Business Valuations

244-4414   Fax: 244-1545
400 - 15 23rd St. East - Saskatoon

C H A R T E R E D   A C C O U N T A NTS

Barristers, Solicitors and Mediators
RANDY KATZMAN

B.Comm., LL.B.

(306) 653-5000
Fax: (306) 652-4171

5th Floor, Atrium Place, #510, 128 - 4th Avenue S., 
Saskatoon, S7K 1M8

CUELENAERE, KENDALL
KATZMAN

         RICHARDS&

Book Reviews by Dan Ronis 

Secrets of the Bible From the editors of 
Archaeology Magazine (Agudas library)

Dig at the site of Armageddon, walk 
the hills of Galilee, 
trace the evolution of 
the Holy Land, and 
experience the impact 
of the Crusades today. 
Journey to the ancient 
land of Canaan and 
discover the Secrets of 
the Bible.

This is quite an 
i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d 

informative read, from Part I: The Ancients 
to part IV: The Holy Land today.

Archaeology in the Holy Land by Kathleen 
Kenyon (Agudas Library)

This classic book, extensively revised, 
includes the most important archaeological 
d i scove r i e s  made 
between 1960 and 
1980.Although there 
a r e  m a n y  b o o k s 
dealing solely with 
the archaeology of 
the biblical period, 
this volume presents 
the evidence for both 
the pre-biblical and 
biblical history of 
Palestine.

This is truly a classic written by a woman 
who was an outstanding archaeologist as 
well as an excellent writer, bringing to life 

Archaeology of the Ancient World  
This column is a little different as I am finishing an archaeology course at USASK/STM (Arch 116) and 

want to share a number of books of interest that relate at least in part to ancient Israel.

dry material.
British archaeologist, Kathleen Kenyon 

(1906- 1978) is known for her excavations of 
ancient Jericho, one of the earliest continuous 
settlements in the world. She contributed to 
the archaeological research of Britain, Africa, 
and the Middle East. Kenyon was the first 
woman member of the Oxford Archaeological 
Society and the first female president. In 
addition to her archaeological work, Kenyon 
served as the principal of St. Hugh’s College, 
Oxford and was honoured as a Dame of the 
British Empire.

Atlas of the Bible Lands H.T. Frank, ed. 
(Agudas library)

This informative, best-selling atlas 
features diagrams, 
maps, and charts 
that provide readers 
wi th  a  thorough 
understanding of 
the Biblical  past 
a n d  p r e s e n t .  I t 
features a section 
on the geography 
of the Holy Land 
showing ter ra in , 
v e g e t a t i o n ,  a n d 
climate information. 
The chronologically arranged maps show 
important political changes, the course of 
empires, and the expansion of the early 
Christian church. There are also many colour 
and black and white photographs of Biblical 
places, artifacts, and archaeological sites.

For those who love maps, this has beautiful 
relief maps ranging from small sections of the 
middle east ot all of the Mediterranean. Great 
to read about specific time periods or just skim 
through until something interesting pops up.

The Penguin Historical Atlas of Ancient 
Civilizations by John Haywood

This new historical atlas - richly illustrated 
with photographs, artwork recreations 
and full-colour maps 
- explores the world's 
earliest civilisations 
f r o m  t h e  f i r s t 
farming settlements 
o f  Mesopo tamia , 
via Egypt, Greece 
and Rome, to the 
civilisations of the 
Far East, Europe 
a n d  A m e r i c a . 
Informatively written, and ideal for both 
students and the general reader, it plots the 
rise and fall of empires, the nature of different 
societies and the evolution of technology.

For those who love history and maps the 
Penguin History Atlas series is wonderful 
for getting an insightful overview of specific 
civilizations or a broad view of an era such 
as in the Penguin Atlas of Medieval History.

I would welcome feedback, comments, etc. 
dan.ronis55@live.com

Editor's Note: Dan has offered his carpentry 
skills to CAI and is interested in our CAI 
Library.
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Yahrzeits 

December 17 Kislev 23
Brant, Joseph  Dec 18 (24)
Laimon, Pauline 
Miller, Eva 
Korber, Reisie Dec 20 (26)
Gersher, Raya  Dec 21 (27) 
Marcus, Anita  
Goffman, Gertrude  Dec 24 (29)
Korzen, Sara Y.  
Lubin, Isaac  
MacKay, David  
Pollak, Yosef 

December 24  Kislev 30 
Aaron, Freda 
Goorovitch, Michael 
Cohen, Marjorie  Dec 25 (Tevet 1) 
Gimpel, Alex  
Levitsky, Hena Feiga (Rena) 
Aarons, Marvin  Dec 26 (2) 
Caplan, Edith  
Arlinsky, Hyman  Dec 27 (3) 
Blum, Martha  
Hillman, Susanna 
Kovish, Tom  
Kornfeld, Nathan  Dec 28 (4) 
Vickar, Charles  
Levson, Helen  Dec 29 (5) 
Mazer, Doris  
Edison, Leopold  Dec 30 (6)
Katzman, Israel M. 
Katzman Labe 

December 31 Tevet 7
Bernstein, Velle  
Ditlove, Joseph  
Donen,Joseph  
Gitlin, Lil  Jan 1 (8) 
Handelman, Annie 
Gamm, Ida  Jan 2 (9) 
Singer, Arthur  
Singer, Julie  
Filer, Moses  Jan 3 (10) 
Davidner, Mary  Jan 5 (12)
Davidner, Michael 
Gelmon, Syd  
Mondrus, Felix 
Rahamimova, Brilliant 
Brewster, Elizabeth  Jan 6 (13)
Golumbia, Arnold 
Trager, Baby  
Trager, Jacob 

January 7 Tevet 14 
Ames, Morris  
Caplan, Joseph 
Gladstone, Estelle 
Dragushan, Leon  Jan 8 (15)
Goldstein, Anne 

O'Fallon, Sadie
Shore, Anne  
Brown, Jerry  Jan 9 (16) 
Miller, Fanny  
Purkin, Tammy 
Schachter, Joe 
Bricker, Gertrude  Jan 10 (17)
Spector, Harry  
Cramer, Minnie  Jan 11 (18) 
Gutner, Tsilav  
Levin, S.B.  
Flikshteyn, Essie  Jan 12 (19)
Sokariboa, Belema 
Buckwold, Harry  Jan 13 (20)
Epstein, Sarah 
Goldenberg, Sarah 
Nisenholt Irvin

January 14 Tevet 21
Avivi, Mordechai 
Cohen, Margret 
Meyers, Samuel, G. 
Sands, Gary  
Wiss, Samuel  
Laimon, Jacob  Jan 15 (22) 
Landa,Fanny  
Shaw, Solomon  
Pentol, Esther  Jan 16 (23) 
Claman, Morris  Jan 17 (24)
Milavsky, Clara  
Avol, Rev. David  Jan 18 (25)
Bernbaum, Faige 
Goldenberg, Chaje Taube 
Abelevsky, Abraham  Jan 19 (26)
Bernbaum, Neil  Jan 20 (27) 
Meyer, George 
Schulman, Irving

January 21 Tevet 28
East, Shirley  
Fine, Charlotte 
Greenblat, Gerald 
Katzman, Solomon 
Trager, Bessie 
Scharfstein, Bert  Jan 22 (29)
Abbey, Rhoda  Jan 23 (Shevat 1) 
Singer, Isador 
Sugarman, Joseph 
Hanna, Marion  Jan 24 (2) 
Sklar, Michael  
Burns, Edward David  Jan 25 (3)
Reznick, Chaim  
Shear, William 
Fayerman, Min Jan 26 (4)
Gitlin, Reuben 
lsaakov, Mizal 
Tzalkovich, Shimon 
Goluboff, Chaye  Jan 27 (5)
Rahanim, David

January 28 Shevat 6
Crone, Doris 
Ludwig, Sonny 

Zion, Walter  Jan 29 (7) 
Gertler, Jeffrey  Jan 30 (8)
Hesselson, Max 
Shore, Rebecca  Jan 31 (9)
Tadman, Benjamin 
Brand, Sadie  Feb 1 (10)
Neumann, Girl 
Pereira, Rabbi Sammy 
Scharfstein, Ethel 
Switzer, Joseph 
Feinstein, Charles  Feb 2 (11)
Friedman, Chaim 
Geller, Larry 
Resnick, Sondra 
Waldman, Jacob  Feb 3 (12)
Adilman, Clara 
Bender, Joseph M. 
Golumbia, Annie 
Gonick Rose

February 4 Shevat 13
Friedman, Lillian 
Gurstein, Pearl 
Plachte, Saralee 
Shore, Louis 
Spector, Louis 
Katzman, Chan  Feb 5 (14)
Avivi, Yosef (Abe)  Feb 6 (15)
Resnick, Seco 
Claman, David  Feb 7 (16)
Goluboff, Nathan 
Holzberg, Harris 
Raisen, Sam  
Cherry, Susan  Feb 8 (17)
Bondar, Harry  Feb 9 (18)
Hearn, Sam 
lsaakov, Lida  
Trush, Gregory 
Viner, Albert 
Gootnik, Gitta Feb 10 (19)

February 11 Shevat 20
Barenbaum, Shirley 
Korber, Isidor 
Siskin, Nathan
Solsberg,  Albert 
Adilman, William  Feb 12 (21)
Glick, H. 
Tabachnicoff, Hyman  
Burtnick, Morris  Feb 13 (22)
Gurstein, Meyer 
Katzman, Ethel 
Aaron, Harry Thomas  Feb 15 (24)
Dunn, Joseph S. 
Gonick, Joseph 
Guttmann, Abraham 
Laimon, Sarah 
Levington, Baruch 
Katz, Freda  Feb 16 (25) 
Miller, Jack 
Rabinovitch, Vera 
Tzalkovich, Male 
Freidin, Esther  Feb 17 (26)
Freidin, Sol  
Kay, Jessie 
Kuenstler, Bertha 
Lee, Libby  

Shore, Percy  
Wolf, Len

February 18 Shevat 27
Kleyman, Perl 
Rabinovitch, Sam 
Trager, Abraham 
Sugarman, Fanny  Feb 19 (28)
Gonick, Matthew  Feb 20 (29)
Schwartz, Jack 
Danenhirsch, Morris  Feb 21 (30)
Faibish, Benjamin 
Kaplan, Harriett 
Mahlerman, Herman 
Nisenholt, Fanny 
Altman, Sarah  Feb 22 (Adar 1)
Cookman, Eileen 
Katz, Bill 
Cameron, John Albert  Feb 23 (2)
Chochinov, Gertie 
Friedman, Elaine 
Horlick, Ruth  
Salz, Lily 
Diamond, Millie  Feb 24 (3)
Trute, Ronald

February 25 Adar 4
Berenbaum, Esther 
Buckwold, Hazel 
Chertkow, Gitman
Sarlin, Marcia 
Selchen, Rose 
Bressler, Boy  Feb 27 (6)
Gersher, Chama 
Meth, Wolf  
Rose, Naomi 
Seitz, Shirley 
Weisman, Ester 
Melamede, Frances  Feb 28 (7)
Mondrus, Raisa 
Wolfe, Rose 
Altschul, Annie  Mar 1 (8)
Krolik, Albert 
Rotenberg, Fira 
Unknown, Dana 
Chertkow, Sadie  Mar 2 (9)
East, William 
Golumbia, Itta  Mar 3 (10)
Kleyman, Motas 
Shnay, Fred  
Sklar, Gussie

March 4 Adar 11
Burt, Moses
Mitchell, Maurice 
Abbey, Sydney  Mar 5 (12)
Raisen, Ann 
Gertler, Clara  Mar 7 (14)
Helfgott, Harry 
Kaplan, Samuel 
Meth, Leah  
Sarlin, Harry  
Golumbia, Jacob  Mar 8 (15)
Gitlin, Anne  Mar 9 (16)
Goodman, Yetty 
Weiner, A.J.

This page is sponsored by Claire and Arnold z’il Golumbia

the play captured was the immigration issues 
faced by a Jewish couple back in 1908 ( very 
relevant to the present day) and their story was 
brought to life by some familiar but original 
music and the superb performances of the five 
actors and musicians, particularly the multi- 
talented Ben Caplan.

The Friday night service which had a much 
larger attendance at the synagogue than was 
ever the case in many years was highlighted 
by the spectacular voice of Saskatoon born 
and bred soprano Jardena Gertler- Jaffe. One 

of the prayers she chanted was a composition 
of the prayer Mi Chamocha which Ari Posner 
created. I of course am biased, but it was a 
thrilling few minutes for my wife and me.

On Sunday afternoon, October 23, the 
festival concluded with a panel discussion on 
the relationship between music and prayer. 
The discussion was skillfully moderated 
by Joel Bernbaum and the panelists who 
included Ben Caplan, Jardena  Gertler- Jaffe, 
Ari Posner and the Rabbi of Agudas Israel, 
Claudio Jodorkofsky. There was a good sized 

crowd there, many of whom were not Jewish. 
I kept thinking  as I watched the panel in 
action. What would this day have meant to 
my in- laws, Frank and Frances Bernbaum, 
long time residents of Saskatoon, who had two 
grandsons up there on stage participating in 
this Jewish event? The nachas for them would 
be never ending.

So I say Kippahs off to the Jewish 
community of Saskatoon. Stay tuned to the 
next festival, perhaps as early as next year 
or 2024.

Saskatoon Jewish Arts Festival - Establishing Relationships ... continued from page 4
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This page is sponsored by Norman Wine of Thousand Oaks, California and Myrna Silverberg of Natanya, Israel 

Building of the Sukkah

Submitted by David Brook, from the 1929 Star Phoenix.

Tashlich Service

First fabulously successful Koffee Klatch. 
Join us Wednesday mornings 10:30 - 12 pm

Quarterly 

Answers

1.  Bilhah and Zilpah
2. Shiphrah and Puah
3.  A timbrel (tambourine)
4. Ruth
5. Seven
6.  Sarah, Miriam, Deborah, 

Hannah, Abigail, Huldah, 
Esther

7.  Hadassah
8.  Mahlah, Noa, Hoglah, 

Milcah, and Tirzah
9. Dinah
10. ZipporahJewish Arts Festival
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Jan 1 Tevet 8 2 Tevet 9 3 Tevet 10 4 Tevet 11 5 Tevet 12 6 Tevet 13 7 Tevet 14 

8 Tevet 15 9 Tevet 16 10 Tevet 17 11 Tevet 18 12 Tevet 19 13 Tevet 20 14 Tevet 21

15 Tevet 22 16 Tevet 23 17 Tevet 24 18 Tevet 25 19 Tevet 26 20 Tevet 27 21 Tevet 28

22 Tevet 29 23 Shevat 1 24 Shevat 2 25 Shevat 3 26 Shevat 4 27 Shevat 5 28 Shevat 6
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26 Adar 5 27 Adar 6 28 Adar 7 MAR 1 Adar 8 2 Adar 9 3 Adar 10 4 Adar 11 

5 Adar 12 6 Adar 13 7 Adar 14 8 Adar 15 9 Adar 16 10 Adar 17 11 Adar 18

 sun mon tues wed thurs friday saturday

Vayigash

Vayechi

*Matthew Taras

Va'era

*Grant Scharfstein

Bo

Robert Englebert

Beshalach
SHABBAT SHIRAH

*Kevin Sharfe

Vitro

*Michael Scharfstein

Mishpatim
SHABBAT SHEKALIM

*Marsha Scharfstein

Terumah

 *Harold Shiffman

Tetzaveh
SHABBAT ZACHOR

*Zoe Litman

Ki Tisa
SHABBAT PARAH

*Simonne Horwitz

Vayishlach

*Malvina Rapko

Book Club
7 pm

Vayeshev
Community Hanukkah Party

5:30-7:30
*Jan Gitlin

Shemot

*Joel Bernbaum

Hanukkah Craft
Activity
6:30 pm

Board Meeting
7:00 pm

Hebrew School Family Service
6:15 pm

Koffee Klatch
11:00 am

Miketz
ROSH CHODESH

HANUKKAH
*Seth Shacter

Office Closed Office Closed

Office Closed

Board Meeting
7:00 pm

Shabbat Family Dinner
6:00 pm

Hebrew School Family Service
6:15 pm

Board Meeting
7:00 pm

Office Closed

Hebrew School Family Service
6:15 pm

Fast of Esther
Megillah Reading

Purim

Koffee 
Klatch

11:00 am

Koffee 
Klatch

11:00 am

Koffee 
Klatch

11:00 am

Koffee 
Klatch

11:00 am

Koffee 
Klatch

11:00 am

Koffee 
Klatch

11:00 am

Koffee 
Klatch

11:00 am

Koffee 
Klatch

11:00 am

Koffee 
Klatch

11:00 am

Game Day
2:00:pm

Game Day
2:00:pm

Koffee Klatch
11:00 am

Prayerbook 
Hebrew 7:00 pm

Koffee Klatch
11:00 am

Prayerbook 
Hebrew 7:00 pm

Koffee Klatch
11:00 am

Prayerbook 
Hebrew 7:00 pm

Koffee Klatch
11:00 am

Prayerbook 
Hebrew 7:00 pm


