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SAVE THE DATE(S) - First Annual
Saskatchewan Jewish Arts Festival
We are looking forward to celebrating Jewish Arts and Culture
together with the greater Saskatoon Community Oct 19-23rd.
Thanks to the generous support of B'nai Brith Lodge #739
and The Saskatchewan Lotteries Community Grant Program
our community is launching the first annual SK Jewish Arts
Festival. In the face of anti-semitism we feel the best defence
is a good offense -- let's show Saskatchewan some great Jewish
Arts and Culture! Please see the festival schedule and help us
spread the word through all your personal and professional
networks. All events are all events are FREE and open to ALL.
(Old Stock free tickets available based on financial need:
please email Rosy at rosy@agudasisrael.org)
Schedule on page 2

B’nai Brith 69th Annual

Silver Plate Dinner

Tuesday, November 8, 2022
TCU Place

5:30 Doors Open 7:00 Dinner and Program
Master of Ceremonies: Michael Shaw
Ticket Price: $275
This page is sponsored by Gladys Rose of Toronto

Deadline for the next Bulletin is November 20, 2022

agudasisrael.org/sk-jewish-arts-festival

LOOKING FOR
Saskatchewan Jewish
Arts Festival
SCHEDULE
Wednesday October 19

Friday October 21

Theatre: Old Stock: A
Refugee Love Story
2pm & 7:30pm
@ Persephone Theatre
100 Spadina Cres.

7pm
Service: Community
Shabbat Service
@Congreation Agudas Israel
715 McKinnon Ave

Party: Festival Opening
Dance with DJ Butt Mitzfa
9pm
@ Persephone Theatre
100 Spadina Cres.

Saturday October 22

Thursday October 20

PRESCHOOL
TEACHER
QUALIFICATIONS:

Theatre: Old Stock: A
Refugee Love Story
2pm & 7:30pm
@ Persephone Theatre
100 Spadina Cres.

Lecture: Ukrainian Jewish
Artists Across Three Centuries
4.30pm
@ The Ukrainian
Museum of Canada
910 Spadina Cres. East.

• Experience with young kids
• Basic knowledge of Hebrew and
Judaism
• Desire to learn
• Available on Friday afternoons from 4:15
- 6:45 and occasional staﬀ meetings and
special events

Sunday October 23

Panel: The relationship
between music and prayer
2pm
@Congreation Agudas Israel
715 McKinnon Ave
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Quarterly

Film: Jewish Film Night
7pm
@ The Broadway Theatre
715 Broadway Ave

by Kaiti Hannah
Answers on page 15

Full details:
http://agudasisrael.org/sk-jewish-arts-festival/

Quarterly Quiz – August 2022
Kaiti Hannah

1. Many famous rabbis in history have gone by abbreviated names. One of the most famous is Maimonides, also
known as Rambam. What was his full name?
2. Why did Moses break the first tablets of the Ten Commandments?
3. On which date in the Hebrew calendar were both Temples
destroyed?
4. Who was the first King of Israel?
5. In what year were the Jews expelled from Spain?
6. What is the name of the oldest synagogue in North
America that still stands today?
7. Who was the first woman to serve as a rabbi in Canada?
8. Which Jewish holiday celebrates the new year for trees?
9. Kaddish is said in which language? (Hint: It’s not Hebrew)
10. When was the First Temple destroyed?

All events are FREE and open to ALL
Old Stock free tickets available based on financial need:
please email Rosy at rosy@agudasisrael.org

Kiddush Lunches:

Please consider sponsoring a Kiddush
lunch for special family events,
Yahrzeits, birthdays, anniversaries etc.
to help defray costs. A kiddush
lunch is approximately $60. Please
contact Myla if you are interested.

This page is sponsored by Joe & Colleen Golumbia of Vancouver Island
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“Memorial”
A 7 image photographic
art display of the Lipton,
SK Jewish Cemetery
- part of the USCAD
(University of
Saskatchewan Certificate
in Art and Design)

Final Show

Artist: Lisa Shiffman
November 14-25, 2022
Snelgrove Gallery,
University of
Saskatchewan
Open Monday -Friday,
9-5pm

FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY
The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel

Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home committed to deepening
the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in the historical traditions of
the Jewish people. We are a progressive, democratic and sensitive congregation responding to the widest
spectrum of Jewish thought and practice.
Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

Mazel Tov
It is with great pleasure and extreme pride to announce that
Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky has been awarded the Queen's Platinum Jubilee
medal, "for his significant contribution to the community and his fellow citizens".
The award goes on to say: "As [the] leader of a faith community in our Province,
you have already demonstrated exceptional qualities and outstanding service."
Alumnus receives Saskatchewan Order of Merit. Congratulations to
Dr. Alan Rosenberg (MD'74), one of five USask alumni who have been recognized
with the Saskatchewan Order of Merit. The award is the province's highest honour and
recognizes outstanding contributions to Saskatchewan and its residents. Rosenberg
is a paediatric rheumatologist and professor in the Department of Paediatrics.
Cohen Goluboff-Munro whose team Primal coached by Cohen’s
dad Donnie Munro won the under 13, 3 on 3 Championship

Announcement

Now that we have managed to survive Covid and its evil buddies and are getting
back into a semi-normal routine, a small group of congregants has formed an ad
hoc social and programming committee which intends to develop new and exciting
programs on a monthly basis for our newly renovated JCC. Any CAI member with
program suggestions or requests may contact Dan Ronis at danronis55@live.com
As well the committee intends to organize a weekly drop-in coffee
klatch in the new library/fireplace room. Day and time tba.

Opinion

by Bruce Cameron
T'usha B'av Service
Welcoming in the post-lockdown/building reno/Covid restrictions, Agudas Israel
held an erev T'usha B'av service immediately after Havdalah on August 7th. Rabbi
Claudio led the people in attendance in the reading of Lamentations and a short
discussion. Those present brought their own pre-fast suppers. Although this is the
saddest day in the Jewish calendar, a strong community spirit was in evidence. It is
hoped this will herald in the observance of more Holy days after Yom Kipoor.
First games day:
August 14th afternoon saw the community playing various board and card games
in the first - but not last - Games Day in the new Community Hall. It is hoped that
there will be more such events with children also included. It was a fun afternoon.
This page is sponsored by Steven, Leila, Sarah and Shaina Goluboff and families
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Editorial

by Matthew Taras, Editor-in-Chief
As the High Holy
Days approach Jews
from around the world
reflect on the year behind us and the one to
come. First, we celebrate the new year with
treats in the hopes of a sweet year, then we
reflect on what we did both good and bad, and
try to rectify our mistakes and make ourselves
whole with those we wronged and ask god to
forgive us.
This is true of all Jews the world over.
Regardless of sect.
Our community is small. Sectarian distinctions, really, have no place in a community of
five hundred. Recently, there has been a lot of
debate about the future of the community and
where we fit in the larger Jewish framework.

For me, the answer is clear. We must be all
things to all people. Yes, we run a synagogue,
and technically belong to the conservative
movement, but the community is not the
synagogue alone. We are, at least in theory,
THE de facto Jewish community centre for
the greater Saskatoon area. We should not
be asking for adherence to one view of Judaism, nor gatekeeping who can be involved,
or question new members' motives. It simply
does not make sense given the environment
we find ourselves in.
All Jewish communities struggle to find
volunteers and attendees and employees.
When we, the leadership, turn people away
for their distinctions, we are not fulfilling
our mission as a sanctuary for our people in
the wilderness. Further, I ask that the body

Kevin Sharfe, President, CAI
Engagement. Giving.
Family.
I believe each one
of these words represent life in our Jewish
Community. Although
the meanings may be unique and personal,
together, they are foundational to who and
what we are. As the days moves closer toward
Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, I think about
these words in relation to my life, and how they
support, frame, and colour our tiny but mighty
little Congregation Agudas Israel.
To begin with a phrase that can’t be said
enough, we, Congregation Agudas Israel, are
nothing with you, our members. With just over
90 strong we measure success in increments of

continued on page 12

From the President

one – one member, one family, one donation,
one holiday, one program, and one hello at
a time. When we have over 11 people show
up to the average shabbat morning service I
take that as a huge victory, and as a sign of
appreciation for Rabbi Claudio and his skill in
education and spiritual leadership. I understand
through my own conversations that a 10%
turnout for shabbat services is consistent with
much larger centers and we should recognize
this engagement and be proud. What’s more,
we are growing! This past year we welcomed
7 new members (with more to come!) and we
have 27 children in our Hebrew School where
our children are taught Jewish history, traditions, and Jewish holidays, for example. Along
with that, our additional programs like Book

Contact Nicky Gitlin
through Facebook
(www.facebook.com/delish.irony)
or Instagram (@delish.irony)
Nicky Gitlin through Facebook
or email at (www.facebook.com/
ny) or Instagram
(@delish.irony) or email at
delish.irony@gmail.com
if you would
to place
order.an order.
ny@gmail.com
if you like
would
like toanplace

of members should prescribe to the same
doctrine of openness. Some people, I am told,
would see us be more Orthodox and will not
participate until we are. Some people, I am
told, would see us become Reform and will
not participate until we are. Silly! Picking
and choosing is a privilege for those living
among a multitude of Jews; Saskatoon is not
in that position.
Traditionally, there is only one thing my
family has not tolerated from a Jewish community, that caused us to disengage. When
living abroad, a Jewish Centre in Europe
asked for Halachic proof of our Judaism in
order to join and use the facilities. A Jewish
Centre, not a synagogue. Even though by all
definitions, I am Halachically Jewish, we did

Quality Memorials approved
for Agudas Cemetery
210B - 33rd Street East
Saskatoon, SK S7K 0S3

306-652-5363
www.remco-memorials.ca

Club are enjoyed by 20 people per session on
average. Game Day is a new idea and we’re
hoping this program brings fun for many of
you. Our continued and growing engagement in
these new activities is an indication that we’re
connecting with members in ways that are
meaningful, and we are doing this by offering
a wide range religious, cultural, and traditional
programs at Congregation Agudas Israel. If you
would like to volunteer for a program, please
reach out to Rosy Kreindel, our Event, Membership and Volunteer Coordinator.
Over the past few weeks leading up to the
High Holy Days, the volunteer commitment by
continued on page 10

E-transfer is available
for paying of dues or
fees going forward.
You can send money’s directly to
administrator@agudasisrael.org
and the security question should be
the city the synagogue is located.

This Page is sponsored sponsored in memoriam to David Taras of Calgary, Alberta
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Divrei Harav – Rabbi Claudio’s Message
High Holy Days: A Time To Grow

by Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky
There is a story that
I especially like. It’s
about a woodcutter
who is hired by a lumber company. He works
very hard in his first day, being able to cut
down one hundred and forty trees. The second
day, however, although he works as hard as
the day before, he is able to only cut down
one hundred and twenty. The third day he
tries very hard, more than ever, but he cuts
even less: Now he only cuts down ninety trees.
Frustrated and concerned about his efficiency, the woodcutter goes to apologize to his
boss: “I don’t know what is happening. I am
working very hard, but each day I am cutting
less and less trees. Do you know what could be
the problem?” His boss looks at him and asks:
“When was the last time you sharpened the
blade of your axe?” The woodcutter replied:
“Sharpen? Oh no! I forgot that!”
Tools need to be sharpened. Abilities,
good attitude and hard work sometimes are
not enough to do the best job. Even if we are
not woodcutters, in order to accomplish the

THE BULLETIN

Editor-in-Chief . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Matthew Taras
Advertising Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ron Gitlin
Circulation Manager . .. .. .. .. ..  Myla Deptuch
Layout & Graphic Design. . . . . . . . Janet Eklund
Proof Reading. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Victoria Taras
Cost of this issue with mailing. .. .. .. .. . $1300
Advertisements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $40/issue
Page Sponsorship . . . . . . $40/issue or $130/year
Issues Published. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 181
Issues/Year . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  4
If you are happy with the Bulletin and enjoy
reading it, please consider sponsoring a page or
advertising your business. Contact Ron Gitlin.
E-Mail Address: taras.matt@gmail.com,
jewishcommunity@sasktel.net,
jteklund@shaw.ca
website: http://agudasisrael.org

goals of our lives we need time to sharpen our
tools. Regardless our role within our family,
business or congregation, we need time to recharge the batteries and “sharpen” ourselves.
When we use the expression “recharge
batteries” we are usually referring to the need
of having a “time out” in order to clear our
minds. Some of us may think this is necessary
for improving our efficiency or for getting a
different perspective. But I think it also means
a spiritual lesson: Human beings we have a
need to “sharpen our souls”, even if we don’t
realize it.
As the woodcutter has an axe that has to be
sharpened, so human beings we have a soul
that needs to be nourished. And as a woodcutter will lower his efficiency if he doesn’t
sharpen his axe, so our lives won’t be as
enjoyable if we don’t take care of our souls.
The difference with us, is that for woodcutters is much easier: Sooner or later they will
realize the time has come to sharpen the axe.
However, how many people live their lives
without realizing the importance of having a
time to work on their souls? Sometimes only
a crisis will tell them that they cannot continue
functioning properly as spouses, employees or
parents, unless they make a change.
In a couple of weeks, when the Yamim
Noraim – the High Holy Days will arrive,
we Jews will have again our annual invitation to think about this. Those days are an
opportunity for us to make a pause in our lives
and “sharpen our souls” through the words
of our prayers, the wisdom of the Torah and
the company of family and friends. While
some people are able to evaluate themselves
regularly, the truth is that the majority of us
do it only on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
because those are the days Judaism devoted
for self-evaluation and personal introspection.
Once a year we gather at the Synagogue,
each of us in the loneliness of our personal
experience but at the same time in the company of an entire congregation who shares the
same spiritual challenge. We ask ourselves: Is
this the life I want to live? Is this the model of
father, husband and son that I want to teach
to my children? Am I in the right direction?
Or perhaps it’s time to change the destination? These are important questions that

require an answer. They won’t be answered
by themselves.
There is a passage in the Torah that shows
us the importance of this task. When Pharaoh
was upset because Moses insisted in liberating
the slaves, he reacted in a very interesting way.
He tried to stop any attempt of revolution assigning even more work to the Hebrew slaves:
“Let the work be heavier upon the men and
let them engage in it, and let them not pay
attention to false words”. Hard work keeps
us busy, without paying attention to what is
really important.
But how did Moses react? He demanded:
“Let us now go for a three-day journey in the
desert and we will bring offerings to God”.
While Pharaoh wanted the slaves to have
their minds busy so they won’t think about
freedom, Moses realized that three meaningful days of prayers could change their lives
forever. Many years after, as Jews we still
have our “three-day journey”, three days that
make us to stop our daily obligations, work
on spirituality, sharpen ourselves and nourish
our souls. Those days are the Yamim Noraim:
Two days of Rosh Hashanah and the day of
Yom Kippur.
In a couple of weeks, the doors of our Sanctuary will be open again for us to get together
in communion. We will have one more time
the possibility of celebrating together the
coming of the New Year and this amazing and
challenging process we call “Teshuva” – the
quest for spiritual growth.
I want to invite everyone to come and attend services in our congregation. Let’s get
together and contribute to the prayers with
our own Kavannah - the proper intention for
a spontaneous and meaningful prayer. Let’s
welcome a New Year in our calendar hoping
together for a renewed and blessed time for
the Jewish People and the world. Let’s gather
as a united community with a renewed commitment to reflect on the shared challenges
of our times, and to celebrate the hope for
new opportunities and a prosperous new year.
May these High Holy Days bring us blessings, happiness and health for every one of us
and our families.  
L’shana Tova!

This page is sponsored by Dr. Alan Rosenberg & Dr. Lesley-Ann Crone and family
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B’nai Brith 69th Annual Silver Plate Dinner
Seven Decades of Success

by David Katzman, President – Saskatoon B’nai Brith Lodge 739
The loyal attendance of almost 1000
of Saskatoon’s business and professional leaders makes the
Silver Plate Dinner the premiere networking
event of the year. This event has allowed BB
to be a very generous supporter of CAI and
several immensely worthy charities including;
the Ukrainian Humanitarian Fund, the Jim
Pattison Children’s Hospital, the Optimist
Toboggan Hill, the Nutrien Wonderhub and
SUM Theatre in the Park. We believe it is
significant that the Silver Plate Dinner focuses

the larger community’s attention upon our
small community in very, very positive ways.
Guests always look forward to our Reverse
Draw for up to $36,475 in random draw
prizes. Our premium scotch bar, Silent Auction and Live Auction will continue to be
second to none.
Every member and friend of CAI is asked to
support this event: buy a ticket ( dl.katzman@
sasktel.net) or provide an item to the Silent
Auction (rgitlin@sherwoodchev.com) .
B’nai Brith has been active in Saskatoon
since 1913. Then, as now, we are committed

to doing charitable work and promoting human rights for all. Our next Lodge meeting is
Sunday, Sept. 11, 7 p.m. at CAI. If you would
like to learn more about BB in Stoon, I would
be very pleased to speak with you. BB is open
all Jewish men and women, and we welcome
the participation of non-Jewish spouses and
significant others.
David Katzman
Joel Bernbaum
Michael Shaw
Silver Plate Co-chairs

Yamim Noraim – High Holy Days 5783
by Simonne Horwitz, Chairperson Synagogue and Ritual Committee
Rosh
Hashanah
and Yom Kippur are
just around the corner and Jews around
the world are preparing for the High Holy
Days or the Days of Awe. In these weeks
that lead up to these special days in the Jewish calendar month of Elul is a time of spiritual self-reflection, of study and of evaluation of ourselves and our actions. This is a
time to prepare our hearts, minds and spirits
for the intense time of repentance and renewal that comes with Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur.
Elul is also linked to a message of love
which we see in the line from the Song of

Songs (6:3) “Ani l’dodi v’dodi li” the first
letter of each of the Hebrew words in this
saying – aleph, lamed, vav, lamed form the
acronym for the world Elul. This reminds us
that it is a time to seek out G-d’s love, a time
to love ourselves and practice self care and
a time to think of our loved ones who have
departed this world.
During the preparation for the High Holidays we also remember our departed loved
ones and where possible it is customary for
Jews to visit the cemetery and to reflect on
the lives of our loved ones and feel a renewed
sense of connection with them. Please join
us for the communal visit between Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur (Sunday 2nd of
October). For those whose loved ones are

buried in other places where we might not
be able to visit we can still take time to think
and connect with those who have influenced
our lives and made us who we are.
This is also a time to reconnect with our
family, our traditions and our synagogue
community. We have been apart for so long
while our magnificent new building was being completed and because of Covid-19 but
now we invite you all to come and share the
poignant services Rabbi Claudio and Chazan Fabian will lead. We will be organising
child care for during the key services – more
details to follow. We are also excited to invite the community to join us on Erev Rosh
Hashanah for a community bring and share
dinner

we design and print...

1-800-667-5353

Bucket Service Available
New & Used Steel and Pipe

President: Mark Ditlove
Saskatoon

Brochures
Newsletters
Flyers
Posters
Presentation Folders
Laser Cheques
Stationery
Annual reports
Business Forms
Carbonless Forms

Textbooks
Family History Books
... to your specifications and satisfaction

Michael R. Scharfstein, B.Comm., J.D.
P 306-653-2838 F 306-652-4747
E mscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com

Tel. 306.955.3373 • Fax. 306.955.5739
217 Jessop Avenue • Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7N 1Y3

This page is sponsored by the Saskatchewan Jewish Council
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200 Princeton Tower, 123 2nd Ave. S
Saskatoon, SK S7K 7E6
www.scharfsteinlaw.com

CIJA | Community Column

Rosh Hashanah: A time to look ahead

by Judy Zelikovitz
Vice President, University and Local Partner Services at CIJA, the Centre for
Israel and Jewish Affairs.
As we look toward a
new year, one with renewed opportunities to
connect with loved ones and colleagues, we
must reflect on the past to appreciate what
has been accomplished and what remains to
be done.
5782 continued to be a year of unprecedented times, one that imposed and rescinded
lockdown rules and where science brought
hope, but that also saw dark times with the
war in Ukraine, continued violence in Israel,
and a disturbing uptick in antisemitism and
other hate here at home.
Through it all, the CIJA team pivoted and
came together to continue our important work
protecting the quality of Jewish life in Canada.
After more than two years of isolation and
working from home, the CIJA team across
Canada and in Israel returned to full operation
with a hybrid model of work from home and
office that has allowed us to meet in person
with partners, stakeholders, and political
leaders once again, helped us to move key
priorities forward, and energized our agenda
advocating for issues of greatest concern to
our community.
Among these many tasks were finding
support for bills to ban Holocaust denial and
symbols of hate, as well as to combat online
hate. We secured funding to support important
Jewish community priorities including $20
million for the Montreal Holocaust Museum;
$2.5 million for the Sarah and Chaim Neuberger Holocaust Education Centre in Toronto;
$5.6 million for the Office of the Special Envoy on Preserving Holocaust Remembrance

and Combatting Antisemitism; $30 million
for the Centre for Aging and Brain Health
Innovation, established by Baycrest Health
Sciences in Toronto; and $25 million for the
Vancouver JCC redevelopment project.
We are tackling antisemitism head on: We
promoted the use of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) working definition of antisemitism to guide the
policies of governments and provincial agencies and educated law enforcement services
across the country about antisemitism, providing advice and guidance on the development
of effective hate crime units. We are working
with school boards to develop educational
curriculums, for various levels of learning,
to teach students about antisemitism, how to
identify it, and how to reject it.
We are extending our hands to partners:
We led a multi-partner coalition to eliminate
the discriminatory policy limiting blood
and plasma donations from members of the
LGBTQ2+ community. We sought funding
for Jewish immigrant agencies, other Federation-sponsored charities, synagogues, and
individual Canadians to welcome Ukrainians,
find them supplies, and support them in their
new homes.
We celebrated Judaism and Zionism: Working alongside Federations across the country,
we helped ensure that holidays and events,
including, among others, Yom HaShoah,
Pride, Walk with Israel, Calgary Stampede,
and Edmonton Heritage Days were commemorated and celebrated by our community.
We are delighted to have restarted our

phenomenally effective Missions program,
where we show (mostly non-Jewish) Canadian cultural, business, political, academic
leaders, students, and various influencers the
reality of life experienced by diverse Israelis
so they can appreciate first-hand the only
liberal democracy of the Middle East and the
world’s ‘start-up nation.’
And, as always, we spent last year, as we
will this one, advocating for Canada’s vibrant
Jewish community.
Feedback is central to ensuring that we are
effective in our advocacy, so CIJA has undertaken a new set of public polling to measure
Canadians’ response to our priorities and our
messaging. The results are both intriguing and
helpful as we assemble a plan to address the issues that most affect our community – one that
will carry us into the next year and beyond.
But, we need to hear from you too! Your
feedback guides us in all that we do. Please
visit www.cija.ca/you and tell us what matters
to you. As we step into the new year, reflecting on the progress made, we are committed
to bringing projects to completion and advocating for new priorities based on issues of
concern to you, our community.
We look forward to continuing to work
for Canadian Jewry and wish you and your
families a sweet, healthy, and happy 5783.
L’Shana Tova!
Judy Zelikovitz is Vice President, University
and Local Partner Services at the Centre for
Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA)

JACK SANDBRAND B.Sc, B.Ed
Associate Broker,
306-241-0389

Accounting & Auditing
Estate Planning
Management Consulting
Business Valuations

jack@sandbrand.com
www.sandbrand.com

Financial Planning
Mergers & Acquisitions
Income Tax Returns
Corporate Tax Returns

Saskatoon
Regina
Tel: (306) 653-6100
Tel: (306) 522-6500
Website www.virtusgroup.ca

Call for a FREE MARKET EVALUATION
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by Michael Scharfstein
I am a lawyer. I like
reviewing complex
and novel legal arguments to understand
the legal framework that we all live under. As
boring as it sounds, I actually enjoy parsing
through arguments about the____. I am no
artist, but this is how I get my creative juices
flowing.
So I was immediately interested when I
recently received an email from the United
Synagogue of Conservative Judaism (USCJ)
following the United States’ Supreme Courts’
decision to overturn the decision of Roe v
Wade, which enshrined a constitutional protection in the United States for a woman to
receive an abortion.
If you want to know my personal views on
abortion, I have long said that I strongly support a woman’s right to bodily autonomy and
the right to make decisions, including her right
to decide on whether to receive an abortion.
Having said that, I also hope and wish that
we get to a point some day that no woman is
put in a position to have to make that choice.
I do not want women to choose, or have to
choose, to get an abortion. I would be happy
if no one ever got an abortion again. But I will
fight for and support a woman’s right to do so
until the day I die.
Naturally, given my personal opinions on
abortion, I was gutted by the US Supreme
Courts’ decision. I had long heard the legal argument in opposition to abortion on religious
grounds. The Constitutions in both Canada
and the United States protect an individual’s
freedom of religion (albeit in different contexts and to varying degrees). Given this, I
have heard previously about the arguments
advanced by opponents of abortions rights
based on their religious freedoms.
It was in this context that I was intrigued by
the USCJ’s email which suggested that failing to uphold a Constitutional protection for
a woman’s right to an abortion would cause a
significant infringement on religious freedom.
I had to know more.
It turns out that the Jewish view on abortions is that they are religiously accepted, and
in some circumstances, to prevent an abortion
is to violate Jewish law. This came as a bit of
a shock to me, as I had admittedly not looked
to religion to support a right to an abortion
before. But the Rabbinical Assembly, the Rabbinical arm of the Conservative movement,
has long accepted the scriptural support for

Abortion and Religion:
An Interesting Reversal
abortion rights.
This led the Rabbinical Assembly to issue
a statement that, among other things, stated:
“The RA [Rabbinical Assembly] is outraged
by the decision of the U.S. Supreme Court to
end the Constitutional right to abortion and
deny access to lifesaving medical procedures
for millions of individuals in the U.S., in what
will be regarded as one of the most extreme
instances of governmental overreach in our
lifetime.” This is a strong statement.
It would be impossible to provide a detailed
and nuanced analysis of the Jewish basis for
this position here, and I am admittedly not
well versed enough in the nuance to provide
such and analysis. But rest assured, the Rabbinical Assembly does not take a position like
this lightly. There is Jewish law to support
this position.
Without getting into a detailed analysis
which would inevitably leave out some aspects and cause a false sense of the reasoning
underlying this Jewish support for abortion
rights, it can be said that this position is
founded in the importance placed on the sanctity of life in Jewish law, and the interpretation
that Judaism does not view life to begin at
conception, but rather at birth.
So why would a stripping of a Constitutional protection for a woman’s right to an
abortion risk infringing on a Jewish person’s
right to religious freedom? Well Rabbi Ari
Lucas of Congregation Agudath Israel [the
name is purely coincidence] of Caldwell, New
Jersey put it this way:
“Judaism is unequivocally a religion that
celebrates the sanctity of life - we are not
permitted to take another life and we are
not permitted to artificially hasten death.
The ethics and laws around these ques-

tions are complex - where is the distinction between artificially hastening death
when a person would otherwise live; and
artificially extending life when a person
has reached the end of their natural life it’s quite complex. But Judaism considers
these questions rooted in our sacred texts
and history and with respect for the dignity
and sanctity of life”
“Judaism is clearly and unequivocally
pro-natalist [pro procreation and childbearing]. People make lots of different choices
about families. And it’s a mitzvah to procreate - to have children. We celebrate when
children are born. On the topic of abortion,
Jewish law for thousands of years has
weighed the sanctity of the life of an unborn
fetus against the health and well-being of
the mother. There are many circumstances
where - until the moment a child is born,
Jewish law permits an abortion if it seriously jeopardizes the mother’s physical or
mental health. Some have interpreted these
permissions more narrowly and others more
expansively. But all authorities agree that
until a fetus is born into the world, it is not
considered an independent life … and as
such the health and well-being of the mother
takes precedence…”
“If you or someone you love found yourself
in one of these difficult circumstances, who
would you want in the room to help you make
your choice? I imagine you might want to consult your spouse if you’re married, you might
want support from a few friends and family,
you might want to consult with doctors about
your health. Maybe you’d want input from
religious leaders. But I know who I wouldn’t
want in the room when I was making this

We Repair, Replace and Maintain:
Furnaces
Air Conditioners
Plumbing Fixtures & Systems
Electrical Fixtures & Systems

306-222-8466

centennialplumbing.com
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Book Reviews by Dan Ronis
Home Lands: Portraits of
the New Jewish Diaspora

Where we are
Far From Zion: In Search of a
Global Jewish Community

By Charles London
From Amazon:
A fascinating narrative of community
and faith, Charles London’s Far From Zion
explores the Jewish Diaspora in some of
the most unexpected places—from Burma
to Tehran to Cuba and even Bentonville,
Arkansas. The award-winning author of
the highly acclaimed One Day the Soldiers
Came, London tells the stories of the Jews
who stayed behind, choosing to remain in the
countries of their birth rather than immigrating
to the Holy Land of Israel. At once a riveting
modern history of a scattered People of the
Book and London’s moving story of his own
personal odyssey of religious and cultural
discovery, Far From Zion is an affecting and
unforgettable study of diversity, tenacity,
survival, and rebirth.
Charles London is a former research
associate with Refugees International and
director of curriculum for War Kids Relief,
a peace-building organization. He is the
1999 winner of the Rolling Stone College
Journalism Award, and his work has appeared
in the New York Times Magazine, O,
The Oprah Magazine, and other national
publications. He has been a young-adult
librarian for the New York Public Library and
is the author of One Day the Soldiers Came:
Voices of Children in War . He lives in New
York City.
The book cover above shows a Jewish
community in Uganda -Of all places!

by Larry Tye
(An Agudas library book)
From Amazon:
The idea for
this book came
to Larry Tye
as he traveled
overseas as a
reporter for the
Boston Globe.
In each city he
visited he was
intrigued by a
reawakening
of practice and
spirit of the
long repressed
J e w i s h
community.
And the more communities he saw close-up,
the clearer it became to him that the Jewish
world was being reshaped and revitalized in
ways that were not reflected in what he was
reading about the disappearing diaspora and
the vanishing Jews of America.
The result is Home Lands, an narrative that
tells the story of the new Jewish diaspora.
Tye picked seven Jewish communities from
Boston to Buenos Aires and Dusseldorf to
Dnepropetrovsk deep in the Ukraine, and
in each he zeroes in on a single family or
congregation whose tale reflects the wider
community's history and current situation.
He met each community's leaders, talked
with their scores of young people and old, and
went with them to High Holiday services and
Sabbath celebrations
Larry Tye was a longtime journalist -- at
the Boston Globe, Anniston (AL) Star, and
Louisville Courier-Journal -- and a Nieman
Fellow at Harvard. Tye's books have ranged
from biographies of PR pioneer Edward
L. Bernays, Negro Leagues legend Satchel
Paige, and Superman, to explorations of
the Jewish diaspora, the Pullman porters,
and ECT, the most stigmatized treatment in
medicine. Tye runs a Boston-based fellowship
program for health reporters.

Atlas of the Jewish World

by Nicholas de Lange
From Amazon:
Traces the history and experience of the
Jewish world from ancient to modern times in
a volume organized into sections on history,
culture, and the Jewish world today
Nicholas de Lange is an emeritus fellow at
Wolfson College, Cambridge. He has written
and edited several books about Judaism and
translated numerous works of fiction by
Amos Oz,[1] S. Yizhar and A. B. Yehoshua
into English. In November 2007, he received
the Risa Domb/Porjes Prize for Translation
from the Hebrew for his translation of A
Tale of Love and Darkness by Amos Oz.
He gives lectures on Modern Judaism
and the Reading of Jewish texts at the
Faculty of Divinity, University of Cambridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicholas_de_
Lange
The Golden Age of Amsterdam

This page sponsored by Catherine Delaney, Marc Sheckter, and Elle Delaney
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by Stan Schroeder

Biography of the Month: Al Jolson

Al Jolson was born as Asa Yoelson in
Lithuania around May 26, 1886. The exact
date and place of his birth are uncertain, but
May 26 has been celebrated as his birthday.
He was the youngest of four children of Rabbi
(and Cantor) Moses Reuben Yoelson and his
wife Naomi. Rabbi Yoelson immigrated to
the U.S. in 1890 to escape the pogroms, and
settled in Washington, DC where he served as
a cantor in a local synagogue. He sent for his
family four years later. Naomi died in 1896
after a long illness. The trauma of her death
shaped Jolson’s entire career, making him
crave the love of audiences and influencing his
eventual attachment to and success with the
genre of the sentimental blackface “mammy”
song. The family was quite poor and Asa sang
on street corners to earn money. He rebelled
against his father’s wishes to become a cantor,
and at 15 ran away to New York to join his
older brother Hirsch who
had earlier left home to
pursue his dream of a
career in show business.
They changed their
names to Harry and Al
Jolson. They teamed with
a Jewish comedian named
Joe Palmer who was
confined to a wheelchair.
A well-connected show
business friend of Joe’s
promised to write an act
for the three of them if the
brothers would take care
of Joe. They were close
to starving at the time and
agreed. Al was terribly
nervous about enacting
the comic role, but a
blackface entertainer on
the same bill suggested to
Al that wearing burnt cork would make him
feel he was someone else. Al tried it, and the
resulting persona was exciting, spontaneous,
and joyous. The dull, self-conscious kid
was on his way to becoming an electrifying
presence. After many years spent learning his
trade in the rough and tumble of American
vaudeville, during which time he and his
brothers went their separate ways, Al Jolson
finally achieved success when he won a part in
the 1911 Broadway production La Belle Paree
at the Winter Garden Theater. Starting with
just a bit part, he scored such a tremendous

success that he became the star of the show.
Al Jolson was the foremost popular singer
for the first three decades of the 20th century.
His hammy, exuberant singing style and
obvious love of entertaining made him a huge
star of both stage and recordings. His most
popular songs were “Sonny Boy”, the first
recording to sell a million copies in 1928, “My
Mammy”, “California, Here I Come”, George
Gershwin’s “Swanee”, and Irving Berlin’s
“Blue Skies”. But his immortality came
from The Jazz Singer, the first commercially
viable part-talking feature movie made for
Warner Brothers in 1927. With only a few
ad-libbed or spoken lines, most of the sound
sequences are musical performances by Al
Jolson. The songs included “Toot Toot Tootsie
Goodbye”, “Blue Skies”, and “Mammy.”
The film is the story of a Jewish cantor’s son
Jakie/Jack Robin (Al Jolson) who breaks
his orthodox father’s
heart by becoming a
jazz singer in show
business. But on the
night of his Broadway
opening, he returns
home to sing the “Kol
Nidre” in his dying
father’s place. Danny
Thomas starred in a
1952 version of The
Jazz Singer. Neil
Diamond remade
the film in 1980 in a
more modern setting.
Diamond, himself,
played the starring
role, with Lawrence
Olivier playing his
father.
Al Jolson was the
leading light of the
Broadway musical stage until 1941. The stage
gave him that connection with a live audience
that brought out his best. His last Broadway
show was Hold on to Your Hats that closed
in 1941. Jolson went into semi-retirement
except for performances for U.S. troops
at home and abroad during World War II.
Jolson’s career was rejuvenated in 1946 when
Columbia Pictures produced The Jolson Story,
Al’s biography starring Bert Parks as Jolson;
with Jolson, himself, doing the singing and
Parks lip-synching. The film also introduced
the song The Anniversary Waltz. The picture

was such a success that a sequel, Jolson Sings
Again was produced in 1949.
Jolson’s personal life did not match the
success of his professional life. His obsessive
behavior led to divorces in his first three
marriages. He married Erle Galbraith, a
21 year-old x-ray technician in 1945 and
apparently lived happily until his death in
October 1950, shortly after returning from a
trip entertaining UN troops in Korea during the
Korean War. Al Jolson was billed as the World’s
Greatest Entertainer. He was recognized as
such by his peers and audiences worldwide.
In 2011 Mike Burstyn and Bill Castellino
created and wrote the play Jolson at the
Winter Garden starring Mike Burstyn as Al
Jolson. I saw the play in September 2011 at
the El Portal Theater in North Hollywood.
It is a fast-paced musical with all the songs
mentioned here and more. Burstyn is backed
up by a dynamic singing and dancing trio
and a superb orchestra. If it comes around
again, I highly recommend it for nostalgic
entertainment.

Editor’s Note: Stan Schroeder is the Editor
of Congregation Shir Ami’s “Shir Notes” in
Los Angeles which also won a Gold Medal for
“Bulletins.” He writes biographies of famous
Jews and has offered to share them with us.
This article was first published in the Shir Notes.
Steven Goluboff and Stan met each other in
Jerusalem to discuss their community Bulletins
several years ago

Sponsored by Michelle Bobowsky in honour of her late parents Yitzhak & Jennie Bobowsky.
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The Sounds of the Shofar 5783 – A Call Being at the Table

by Perry Romberg, Regional Communities Consultant, Jewish Federations of Canada - UIA
The sounds of the
shofar are not only to
awaken and stir the
souls and hearts of the
Jewish People, they
are also a call to rally
and come together as a
family group. The shofar with its shrill sounds
would be used on different occasions to gather
the people to hear special announcements, to
hear Moses speak, to prepare for war and to
celebrate communal occasions. At Mount Sinai
at the giving of the Torah, shofar blasts were
everywhere heralding the momentous event.
These blasts caused awe and reverence in the
people as they were about to receive the Torah but
we are also told that as the people gathered they
gathered "as one heart, as one person".
Unity among the Jewish people is a goal we
constantly strive for but one which is hard to
achieve. We are a diverse, spread-out nation,
called a "stiff-necked people" in the Torah.
Our diversity and stubbornness are also our
strengths. They keep us evolving as a nation and
persistently moving forward despite all odds.
The United Israel/Jewish Appeal of Canada has
the responsibility of creating a national Jewish
community table, where many voices are heard

and where we seek to find common ground to
preserve our identity and safety in this wonderful
country of ours, Canada. The United Israel/
Jewish Appeal of Canada represents Federations/
United Jewish Appeals coast to coast. The United
Jewish Appeal system raises funds in Jewish
communities to support local Jewish outreach
and programming, to support social services
in and aliyah to Israel, to fight antisemitism in
Canada and worldwide on the web, to protect
and advocate for the needs and interest of Jews
in Canada and to provide relief to impoverished
Jews worldwide. Supporting and being part of
the United Israel/Jewish Appeal of Canada puts
you at the national Jewish table of Canada and
is a response to the shofar's calling for working
and being a more unified People. The RussianUkrainian war taught how vulnerable Jews can
still be. Millions fled their home in Ukraine
including tens of thousands of Jews. Who was
at the Polish border to greet and embrace not
only Jews but all in need but our partners, the
Jewish Agency For Israel (JAFI) and the Joint
Distribution Committee (JDC). Funds donated
to UJAs across Canada enabled JAFI and the
JDC to supply food, medical and shelter for those
who arrived with nothing but their suitcases.
The State of Israel is set to resettle over 10,000

Ukrainian Jews who have arrived in Israel.
Jewish Immigrant Services of Canada is resettling
hundreds of Ukrainian refugees who have come
to our shores.
The Centre For Israel & Jewish Affairs (CIJA),
funded by UJAs across Canada, is on the front
line of fighting hate, racism and the ugly rise of
antisemitism in public, on our streets and on the
internet. CIJA works with our governmental and
political structures as well as public education to
ensure the Canadian Jewish voice is heard and
protected at all levels of Canadian society.
The family home where we gather, and "the
Jewish table" around which we sit and in which
we participate, are not only physical places to
meet but represent principles of unity, discussion,
debate and strengthening of hope and belief
in good, all principles deeply embedded in
Jewish life. Jewish life has its Shabbat table, its
Yom Tov table, its Seder table. The shofar on
Rosh HaShanah calls us to the spiritual table of
Judaism, where we take stock individually and
nationally, make amends and resolutions to do
and be better in the coming New Year, 5783.
Shanah Tovah U'Metukah
A healthy, sweet New Year 5783 to the families
of the Agudas Israel and the Jewish community
of Saskatoon.

The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
As my father planted
for me before I was
born,
So do I plant for
those who will come
after me.

from the Talmud

Your contribution,
sent to:
Saskatoon Jewish
Foundation
Congregation Agudas
Israel,
715 McoKinnon Avenue,
Saskatoon S7H 2G2 will
be gratefully received
and faithfully applied.

TO

gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:

GREETING
FROM
ELAINE & SHERWOOD SHARFE CANTORIAL FUND
Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky
In appreciation for performing the bris for our
grandson, Ezra Sherwood
Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Steven Goluboff
In appreciation for performing the bris for our
grandson, Ezra Sherwood
Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Daphne Taras
In honour of your Bat Mitzvah
Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Victoria Taras
In honour of your Bat Mitzvah
Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Kaiti Hannah
In honour of your Bat Mitzvah
Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Heather Englebert
In honour of your Bat Mitzvah
Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Bruce Cameron
In honour of your Bar Mitzvah
Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Matt Taras
In memory of your father
Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
		
NATHAN & GRACE GOLUBOFF FUND
Jan Gitlin
Mazel Tov on receiving the Silver Spoon
Dinner Sterling Award
Steven & Leila Goluboff
Matthew & Victoria Taras
Condolences on the loss of Matthew’s father,
David Taras
Steven & Leila Goluboff
Dr. & Mrs. Len Goldberg
Benjamin Klein
Jonathan Klein &
Casandra Campbell
Rita Gillies
Alan Rosenberg
Mira Kates Rose
Dr. & Mrs. David Rose

LEGACY PROJECT
Mazel Tov on your anniversary & Joel’s
Order of Canada
Happy Birthday
Happy Anniversary
Happy Birthday
In honour of your being awarded the
Saskatchewan Order of Merit
Happy Birthday
Happy Anniversary
CAI
Barbara Kahan

This page is sponsored by Alan, Linda and Sam Goluboff of Toronto
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Glady Rose
Glady Rose
Glady Rose
Glady Rose
Kayla Hock
Glady Rose
Glady Rose

by Malvina Rapko

BBYO Board of Leonard Landa, #5211
ports all chapter and regional initiatives and
leads the chapter board.
Elle, Grade 10: “My favourite
thing about BBYO is definitely
going to conventions and feeling the sense of community and
support.”
S’ganit (Vice President of
Programming): is responsible
for spearheading programming initiatives, and
to strengthen program excellence across the
movement.
Max, Grade 11: “I like BBYO
because its an amazing group to
be with.”
Moreh (Vice President of
Membership): is responsible
for chapter growth. The Moreh
focuses on recruitment of new members and
retention of current members.
Joseph, Grade 10: “My favourite
thing about BBYO is the opportunity
to meet other Jewish teens and make
an impact on our Jewish community.”
Shaliach (Vice President of Jewish
Enrichment): is responsible for both the Jewish
Enrichment and the service and advocacy components of BBYO in the community.

Eva, Grade 10: “I like BBYO
because it’s give you the opportunity
to meet people with similar interests,
like Judaism. Words can’t describe
how much I appreciate finding
BBYO and more Jewish folks like myself!”
Mazkirah (Secretary): is responsible for all
communication within the chapter. The Mazkirah ensures that every member knows about
everything happening in the chapter and in the
local community.
Judah, Grade 10: “Favourite thing
about bbyo is that I get to try new
things with my friends and have fun
hanging out with them.”
Gizbor (Treasurer): is responsible
for overseeing chapter funds, planning fundraisers and keeping the chapter’s best
interest in mind when it comes to overseeing the
chapter finances.
Gavin, Grade 9: “My favourite
thing about bbyo is being around all
the nice people and being apart of an
organization.”
Sopher (Publicist): is responsible
for communication of chapter news
to external stakeholders by way of new articles
and social media posts.

decision - I would not want the governor of
the state in the room. I wouldn’t want all the
members of the state legislature in the room.
Or a police officer.”
When viewed in this light, to prevent a
Jewish woman from receiving an abortion
when a pregnancy risks her own well-being
is to prevent a Jewish woman from upholding
the sanctity of her own life according to her
own religious beliefs and customs. Undoubtedly, someone else’s opinion on when life

begins is being forced upon a Jewish woman
in contradiction of her own religiously held
beliefs. This is what Constitutions are meant
to protect against.
Abortion rights inherently require a complex debate on many, many issues. Religious
freedoms are one of many rights that need to
be considered in this debate, along with personal liberty, privacy rights, and many others.
This article is not meant to be the end of
a discussion on abortion rights. Rather, it

is meant to encourage others to consider,
thoughtfully, the implications that the US
Supreme Court's decision will have on many
people. As I said at the beginning of this article, I was intrigued by the freedom of religion
argument in favour of abortion rights. Maybe
some of the readers here will also be interested
enough to seek out information and education
on this topic too.

Editorial... continued from page 4
not join. Nor has my family ever been a part of
a Jewish community that excludes those who
want to be actively involved but are excluded
for arbitrary reasons. Gatekeeping what it
means to be Jewish, and who qualifies, and
by what standards, these things don’t make
sense in a community this small.
Find a way to be more welcoming to all,
particularly around the High Holy Days when
we have extra engagement from within our
regular community, and new people trying us
on, or attending from out of town.
On an unrelated note: last editorial, I addressed the need for community succession

plans (I will forgive you if you forgotten, as
this was some time ago: thank you to Steven
Goluboff for stepping into his old role once
again while I was sitting shivah). We tend to
assume that when someone has taken a task
unto themselves that it is therefore settled
and handled. The problem is, of course, the
volunteer nature of these positions. People
come and go, and life takes over.
One such position that needs filling, is
my own as editor of the Bulletin. It is public
knowledge that I will, by necessity, be stepping away from this role after April 2023.
I believe that the Bulletin adds a lot to the

community, and it has been running for three
decades or more without interruption. It would
be a shame for this to end, but this is a project
that requires management.
There are only two Bulletins to be published
between now and when I resign. If you want to
get involved this would be a good time to learn
the position, while there is time. The transition
is not something that is happening in the farflung future; the time to get involved is nigh.
Please, if you would like to get involved,
and keep this great thing going, reach out
to me or any of the board members.

Please welcome our 2022-2023 BBYO Board
of Leonard Landa, #5211 NWC. These teens
are ready to take on the responsibility of their
positions and make a positive impact on future
BBYO generations while engaging in the Jewish
community of Saskatoon. If you’re interested
in connecting with BBYO or supporting our
fundraising efforts please contact the Saskatoon
City Supervisor, Malvina Rapko at mrapko@
bbyo.org.
Ryan, Grade 12: “My favourite
thing about BBYO is being able
to connect with Jewish teens from
different provinces and making
new friends. I also love the fact that
BBYO connects me to my culture.”
N’siah (President): of the chapter
is committed to advancing BBYO and ensuring the present and future presence of young
Jewish leaders in the community. Supports all
chapter and regional initiatives and leads the
chapter board.
Adam, Grade 10: “My favourite
thing about BBYO is meeting new
Jewish people.”
Godol (President) of the chapter:
is committed to advancing BBYO
and ensuring the present and future presence of
young Jewish leaders in the community. SupAbortion and Religion... continued from page 8

This page is sponsored by Birgit Westergaard and Norman Gladstone of West Vancouver
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From the President... continued from page 4
our members and committee members has been
outstanding. We are planning a community
dinner for the second night of Rosh Hashana,
September 25th, which will be held in the new
hall at Congregation Agudas Israel. The dinner will be catered and cooked and served by
our own volunteers! With wheels in motion,
we’re shaking off the lingering lethargy of the
pandemic and getting back to what matters
– engaging our members and being together.
Behind the scenes and unbeknownst to many,
Congregation Agudas Israel works dutifully
along-side government officials at the city,
Provincial, and Federal levels to combat antisemitism. Sadly, hatred toward Jewish people
in our Province is real and our board of directors takes it very seriously. Countless hours
are spent working with dignitaries in an effort
to educate the unaware, and demand security
whenever necessary. Leaders and members at
this synagogue and Jewish community center
have always been committed to working with
the greater Saskatoon community in the name
of unity. We continue to build bridges and
relevant partnerships with our brother and
sister faith communities through programs
like our Holocaust Memorial & Education and
interfaith learning events. Everyone including
Rabbi Claudio, current members, past presidents, directors, and David Katzman, President
of B’nai Brith Saskatoon, represent our entire
Jewish community, our members, and Congregation Agudas Israel, honorably in the name of
human rights and social justice.
Everything we deliver inside-and-out of this
building is a function of you, our members.
Your encouragement and engagement is our
fuel, and your generosity is appreciated now
more than ever. We need your support. Regrettably, our financial circumstances are weak.
I’m sorry to admit this, but there’s just no other
way of saying it.
Giving. It’s a word that I mention respectfully as I understand every individual and

family balances their own financial obligations. Being charitable is a personal decision
and asking someone for a donation or calling
a member to remind them about paying their
dues is difficult. Indeed, it can be awkward on
both sides of the conversation. I would like
to flip that narrative because charity in and of
itself is an amazing practice, and I feel that
it should be celebrated with words! We, the
Jewish People, understand Tzedakah to be
positive and empowering, and we know that
it’s a practice that maintains community. I
love that. Rabbi Claudio, Rosy Kreindel, and
Myla Deptuch work diligently at Congregation
Agudas Israel to deliver a growing number of
engaging Jewish experiences and programs that
you can enjoy in the name of Judaism and Jewish Community. Over the past few years, they
have worked non-stop through a shutdown,
uncertainty, masks, zoom, and they have kept
us together during a period where “together”
was a bad word. I want to thank our extraordinary colleagues and our religious and spiritual
leader for guiding us through to the other side
of this pandemic.
By now you should have received two letters that summarized our fundraising project
and the dues structure at Congregation Agudas
Israel. If you have any question about your
dues, please connect with someone in the
finance committee. You may also reach out
to me, and you can do so by finding my email
address and the email addresses of the members
of the finance committee in the letter that you
should have received last month. On behalf of
Congregation Agudas Israel and Jewish Community Center, I deeply appreciate your support
and thoughtful consideration.
The fundraising project that we are embracing this year is with the Jerusalem Foundation.
We feel the Jerusalem Foundation is aligned
with the values of Congregation Agudas Israel as it is committed to finding partnerships
and creating projects that meet the needs of
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every citizen of Jerusalem. From holocaust
survivors to Arab Israelis, to secular Jews, to
ultra-orthodox, to LGTBQIA and the homeless, this Foundation’s tent is a big one. The
Jerusalem Foundation also supports Covid relieve, the environment, arts, and mental health
and wellness, for example. Furthermore, our
partnership with the Jerusalem Foundation will
allow individuals to give their dollars directly
to a project through Congregation Agudas Israel, while 50% of your donation will remain
in Saskatoon at Congregation Agudas Israel
to meet the needs of our community. Nomi
Yeshua, the Chief Development Officer at the
Jerusalem Foundation will be in Saskatoon on
September 18th to give us a presentation and
answer your questions. It will be at 6 pm, at
Congregation Agudas Israel, and everyone is
welcome.
My son, Ezra, is at the stage where everything in his life is fun and exciting. He loves every minute with his mom, Jordyn. He smiles at
me when I come home from work. He giggles
uncontrollably at our little puppy. Food is awesome, and a 3-inch plastic cube tastes amazing
and it’s the best thing ever. This is all new to
me, and I am in love with it. Family. Inevitably
and soon the dynamic will change. Ezra will
be a crawling and walking disaster who paints
the walls and scratches the floors, and he will
break my phone. At some point he will hurt
himself or say something “bad”. At that point,
I will love him even more. I will cuddle him. I
will sit with him. I will talk with him. And with
his mom, Jordyn, we will grow together. That’s
family. We will always look back at periods
of time in our life that required more cuddling
and more support. As you can imagine, I feel
the same way about our growing family at
Congregation Agudas Israel Synagogue and
Jewish Community Center. I am proud of our
history, the foundation upon which we lay our
words. I am especially excited about the stories
our family will create.

C H A R T E R E D A C C O U N T A NTS
Keith Thomson
Brian Turnquist
Michael Gorniak
Rodney Trayhorne
Amberly Chabot

•Accounting & Auditing
•Personal & Corporate Tax Planning & Preparation
• Computer Consulting, Training & Monthly Processing
•Financial Planning & Loan Proposals
•Estate Planning •Agristability
•Business Plans •Litigation Support •Business Valuations

244-4414

Fax: 244-1545
400 - 15 23rd St. East - Saskatoon
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Yahrzeits
September 10
Abelevsky, Yocheved
Gellman, Rose
Bloom, Mel
Cohen, Benjamin
Ludwig, Lily
Schulman, Louis
Tzalkovich, Yosil
Fogel, Minnie
Greenblat, Celia Ida
Landa, Eastwood
Holderness, Briar
Claman, Rebecca
Pavey, Anne
Cantin, Katherine
Friedman, Clara
Ruttle, Irene
Brandt, Ben
Ditlove, Louis
Levitsky, Moses
McCarthy, Isaac
Ruskin, Ida

Elul 14

September 17
Avivi, June
Bellas, Anna
Cohen, Sophie
Cooperman, Beila Doba
Leonoff, ldy
Wine, Harry
Winocour, Freddie
Chertkow, Jacob M.
Ellison, John
Chotem, Isaac
Epstein, Ken
Hallis, Harry
Kreindel, Mario
Bernbaum, Leo
Freifeld, Hersh
Gumprich, Seigfried
Caplan, William
Clein, Rachel
Gonick, Oscar
Landa, Paul
McGettigan, Cormac
Pollock, Samuel

Elul 21

Sept 11 (15)

Sept 12 (16)
Sept 13 (17)
Sept 14 (18)
Sept 15 (19)
Sept 16 (20)

Sept 18 (22)
Sept 19 (23)
Sept 20 (24)
Sept 21 (25)
Sept 22 (26)

Chertkow, Israel
Pashkovsky, Morris
Reznick, Sylvia
Switzer, Solomon
Caplan, Rebecca
Clay, Pat
Koffman, Jacob
Sugarman, Louis
Waldman, Gerald

Oct 6 (11)

October 8
Belman, Erin
Khayfets, Semyon
Minovitz, Etta
Rapaport, Arthur
Bonder, R.B.
Fingard, Michael
Lehrer, Henry
Adilman, Don
Pollak, Valerie
Shear, Gertrude
Tartar, Fanny
Arlinsky, Naomi
Burt, Rae
Sugarman, Miriam
Beberfall, Paula
Bernbaum, Samuel
Glick, Moses
Katzman, Saul
Levitt, Irving

Tishrei 13
Oct 9 (14)

Oct 7 (120

Oct 10 (15)
Oct 12 (17)

Oct 13 (18)
Oct 14 (19)

October 15
Tishrei 20
Hussman, Minnie
Sklar, Bella
Salsberg, Deborah
Katz, Abraham I
Oct 16 (21)
Shacter, Malka
Bernbaum, Freda Miriam Oct 18 (22)
Goldstein, Dora
Badeker, Samuel
Oct 20 (25)
Baron, Philip
Brand, Dorothy
Weitzman, Hannah
Churchill, Abraham
Oct 21 (26)
Friedman, Sarah

October 22
Conn, Bernice
Goodman, Sydney
Sept 23 (27)
Cutler, Frances
Entol, Meyer
September 24
Elul 28
Winocour, Leo
Barsky, Joseph
Brown, Sarah
Melamede, Mayer
Goluboff, Avram
Buckwald, Seymour Cyril Sept 25 (29)
Isaacsen, Leo
Pollock, Alex
Adilman, Esther
Sept 26 (Tishri 1) Shaw, Frances
Chertkow, Pessie
Brook, Morris H.
Goldstein, Ben
Cooperman, Leib
Handelman, Abram B.
Stier, Sofie
Landa,Petty
Zaitlen, Max
Pavey, Rabbi Roger
Katzman, Fraide D.
Sept 27 (2)
Sklar, Mary
Rosenberg,Joseph
Vogel, Sarah
Goldstein, Benjamin
Sept 28 (3)
Neumann, Malchen
October 29
Bobowsky, Yitzhak
Caplan, Sylvia
Sandbrand, Mark
Sept 29 (4)
Mazer, Oscar
Churchill, Lou
Miller, Robert
Solovey, Moses
Sept 30 (5)
Horlick, Louis
Kolominsky, Yakov
October 1
Tishrei 6
Laimon, Melvin
Medline, Maurice
Milavsky, Jack
Sugarman, Helen
Singer, Leiser
Bloom, Eunice
Oct 2 (7)
Stier, Michael
Goldstein, Shoshana
Katz, Esar
Landa, Ida
Lehrer, Asher
Wormann, Hulda
Mallin, Rose
Adilman, Lena
Oct 4 (9)
Rapaport, Labe
Goorovitch, Anna
Lubin, Chana
November 5
Cohen, Brina
Oct 5 (10)
Goldenberg, Clara E.
Melamede, Eva M.
Waiser, Solomon
Rizhanovsky, Grigory

Arshawsky, Frank
Hamir, David
Teitelbaum, Dina
Arshawsky, Tassie
Blum, Irene
Dawson, Karen
Hock, Clara
Horlick, Philip
Kavsky, M.
Landau, Esther
Rose, Elsie H.
Ghitter, Sonia
Heubsch, Karl
Kanitz, Miklos (Mike)
Levington, Harold
Sass, Morris
Sonnenschein, Abe
Altschul, Rudolph
Brook, Peter R.
Reznick, Celia

Nov 6 (12)
Nov 7 (13)

November 12
Davidner, Rose
Mondrus, Bella
Schwartz, Frank
Shwartz, Frank
Volansky, Michla
Avol, Jack
Shore, Nechi
Winocour, Mania
Brook, Baby
Newman, Liba
Pollock, Sarah
Davidner, Esther
Swartz, Lily
Crone, Ray
Ruskin, Richard
Drabinsky, Isaac
Panak, Samuel
Wormann, Bertholt

Heshvan 18

November 29
Feldman, Laurie
King Jaffe, Geraldine
Buller, Nathan
Sugarman, Samule
Applebaum, Reva
Tishrei 27
Fromson, Sam
Oct 23 (28)
Grobman, Molly
Zhivotovsky, Harry
Oct 24 (29)
Claman, Katie
Gonor, Allan
Gumprich, Louise
Oct 25 (30)
Silverman, Vina A
Oct 26 (Heshvan 1) Weitzman, Jack
Oct 27 (2)
November 26
Oct 28 (3)
Claman, Samuel
Gross, Maisha
Lehrer, Adolf
Lertzman, Zlotta
Minovitz, Harry
Spector, Bella
Sugarman, Jack
Goodman, Sam
Heshvan 4
Miller, Frank
Sarblut, Julie
Oct 31 (6)
Segal, Eleanor
Nov 1 (7)
Hearn, Jack
Hock, Sarah
Laimon, Samuel
Levy, Louis M.
Pavey, Harold
Richman, Hyman Isadore
Beaverman, Fanny**
Nov 3 (9)
Bodovsky, Wolfe
Broudy, Harry
Charsky, Abraham
Nov 4 (10)
Fayerman, Alexander
Katz, Joseph
Heshvan 11
Pavey, Miriam
Steiger, Dorothy

Nov 8 (14)

Nov 9 (15)

Nov 10 (16)
Nov 11 (17)

Nov 13 (19)

Nov 14 (20)
Nov 15 (21)
Nov 16 (22)
Nov 17 (23)
Nov 18 (24)

December 3
Blum, Richard
Butler, Rebecca
Friedman, Samuel
Sharzer, Sarah
Dachis, Zelda
Friedman, Harry
Segal, Joseph
Shiffman, Anne
Springman, Ella
Flikshteyn, Mina
Gersher, Grisha
Goldenberg, Isaac Moishe
Golumbia, Philip
Katz, Sally
Shiffman, Beverly
Hamir, Malke
Waiser, Bessie
Avivi, Chaya
Fingard, Bernie
Shapero, Eli
Sklar, Annie
Hatklin, Beatrice
Soiffer, Aida
Davidner, Mary-Ida
Flikshteyn, Tanya
Shaffer, Nathan
Shore, Ben
Teplinsky, David

Nov 30 (6)
Dec 1 (7)

Dec 2 (8)
Kislev 9

Dec 4 (10)

Dec 5 (11)

Dec 6 (12)
Dec 7 (13)

Dec 8 (14)
Dec 9 (15)

December 10
Kislev 16
Lubin, Morris
Heshvan 25
Blank, Anna T.
Dec 11 (17)
Broudy, Yehudith
Ehren-Lis, Rabbi Nomi Oren
Nov 20 (26)
Green, Rebecca
Neumann, Jacob
Nov 21 (27)
Bender, Mary
Dec 12 (18)
Nov 22 (28)
Lifshen, Samuel
Blum, Alexander
Dec 13 (19)
Nov 23 (29)
Kahan, Fannie
Dec 15 (21)
Nov 25 (Kislev 1) Kolominsky, Chaim
Podhorcer
Dec 16 (22)

Kislev 2

Nov 27 (3)

Nov 28 (4)

Nov 29 (5)

This page is sponsored by Claire and Arnold z’il Golumbia
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Sternberg, Anette
Salsberg, Ytzchak
Fogel, Isaac
Katz, Ann
Nulman, Ethel
Woolf, Henry
Padolsky, Mayer
Polatnic, Halevi

December 17
Brant, Joseph
Laimon, Pauline
Miller, Eva
Korber, Reisie
Gersher, Raya
Marcus, Anita
Goffman, Gertrude
Korzen, Sara Y.
Lubin, Isaac
MacKay, David
Pollak, Yosef

Kislev 23
Dec 18 (24)
Dec 20 (26)
Dec 21 (27)
Dec 24 (29)

December 24
Kislev 30
Aaron, Freda
Goorovitch, Michael
Cohen, Marjorie
Dec 25 (Tevet 1)
Gimpel, Alex
Levitsky, Hena Feiga (Rena)
Aarons, Marvin
Dec 26 (2)
Caplan, Edith
Arlinsky, Hyman
Dec 27 (3)
Blum, Martha
Hillman, Susanna
Kovish, Tom
Kornfeld, Nathan
Dec 28 (4)
Vickar, Charles
Levson, Helen
Dec 29 (5)
Mazer, Doris

New Electronic Library
for the community
to access!

Quarterly
Answers

1. Moses ben Maimon
2. He threw them down
when he saw the people
worshipping the golden
calf
3. 9th of Av
4. Saul
5. 1492
6. Touro Synagogue in
Newport, Rhode Island
(founded in 1763)
7. Joan Friedman became
Assistant Rabbi at Holy
Blossom Temple in
Toronto in 1980.
8. Tu Bishvat
9. Aramaic
10. 586 BCE

Steps to connect:
1. In a web browser, type quickconnect.to and press the Enter key
2. In the QuickConnect ID space type CAI 1836 and press
Enter. A Connecting message will appear.
3. In the Sign In space type Reader
4. In the Enter password type 715Herzl! (exactly like this) and press
Enter. If you want to stay signed in, click the Stay signed in box.
5. If the login in was successful, you should see a page with 3 icons
in the top left: File Station, DSM Help, and PDF Viewer. The File
station is the navigation to several available folders (click it and
experiment). DSM help is the help folder for DSM, the operating
system of the box. PDF Viewer lets you read the electronic books.
6. Click the PDF View icon and the application will launch. It will be a blank gray
page. There will be a bar on the top of this gray empty space with a few icons.
7. Click the second icon from the top left, that looks like a semi-opened folder. A
new page will open with the eLibrary folder on top and subfolders on the right.
Clicking one of these subfolders will show what ebooks are in there (pdf files).
8. Click on the title you want to read and then click the Select blue button
in the right bottom corner. The book should open for viewing.
If you use Chrome web browser, you can add an icon
to quickly connect following the steps:
1. Look for the Add shortcut (usually last icon bottom right)
when you launch Google Chrome browser.
2. Click Add shortcut
3. In the name space enter whatever you want to (quickconnecto
or CAI elibrary) to tell you where the icon will take you.
4. In the URL space type https://quickconnect.to/ and press the blue Done button.
If setup correctly, next time when clicked will take you directly to sign in page.

This page is sponsored by Norman Wine of Thousand Oaks, California and Myrna Silverberg of Natanya, Israel
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October /

September 2022 5782/5783

sun
11 Elul 15

mon
12 Elul 16

tues
13 Elul 17

wed
14 Elul 18

B'nai Brith Meeting
7:30 pm

18 Elul 22

thurs
15 Elul 19

friday
16 Elul 20

New Member
and Community Picnic
5 :30 pm

19 E23lul

20 Elul 24

21 Elul 25

22 Elul 26

17 Elul 21
Ki Tave
SELICHOT

*Michael Scharfstein

23 Elul 27

24 Elul 28

Book Club
7 pm

Nitzavim
*Steven Goluboff

25

Elul 29
Rosh Hashana Service
& Potluck Dinner
6:15 pm

2 Tishri 7

26 Tishri 1
OFFICE CLOSED
Services
9:30 am & 7:30 pm

3Tishri 8

27 Tishri 2

9 Tishri14
Erev Sukkot

16 Tishri 21
Hoshanah Rabbah

23 Tishri 28

10 Tishri 15

OFFICE CLOSED
Sukkot
Service
10:00 am

17 Tishri 22
OFFICE CLOSED
Yizkor
Shemini Atzeret

24 Tishri 29

28 Tishri 3

29 Tishri 4

30 Tishri 5

OFFICE CLOSED
Service
9:30 am

4 Tishri 9
Kol Nidre
Service
6:10 pm

11 Tishri 16

Community
Tashlich
5:00 pm

5 Tishri10

6 Tishri 11

7 Tishri 12

Yizkor Yom Kippur
OFFICE CLOSED
Services
11:00 am & 5:45 pm

12 Tishri 17

13 Tishri 18

14 Tishri 19
Hebrew School
Family Service
6:15 pm

19 Tishri 24

20 Tishri 25

OFFICE CLOSED
Sihchat Torah

21 Tishri 26

8 Tishri 13

15 Tishri 20
Intermediate Day
*Michael Scharfstein

22 Tishri 27
Breshit
*Marsha Scharfstein

25 Tishri 30

26 Heshvan 1

27 Heshvan 2

28 Heshvan 3

29 Heshvan 4
Noach
*Harold Shiffman

31 Heshvan 6

Nov 1 Heshvan 7 2 Heshvan 8

3 Heshvan 9

4 Heshvan 10

7 Heshvan 13

8 Heshvan 14

9 Heshvan 15

10 Heshvan 16

11 Heshvan 17

14 Heshvan 20

15 Heshvan 21

5 Heshvan11
Lech Lecha
*Zoe Litman

12 Heshvan 18
Vayera

OFFICE CLOSED

Silver Plate
Dinner

13 Heshvan 19

*Robert Englebert

JEWISH ARTS FESTIVAL

Hebrew School
Family Service
6:15 pm

6 Heshvan 12

Tishri 6

Vayeilech
Shabbat Shubah

Ha'Asinu

OFFICE CLOSED
Sukkot

18 Tishri 23

Oct 1

*Kevin Sharfe

JEWISH ARTS
FESTIVAL

30 Heshvan 5

November /

saturday

*Simonne Horwitz

16 Heshvan 22

17 Heshvan 23

18 Heshvan 24

19 Heshvan25
Chaye Sarah
*Steven Simpson

20 Heshvan 26

21 Heshvan 27

22 Heshvan 28

23 Heshvan 29

24 Heshvan 30

25 Kislev 1

26 Kislev 2

Book Club
7 pm

Toldot
*Nicky Gitlin

27 Kislev 3

28 Kislev 4

29 Kislev 5

30 Kislev 6

Dec 1 Kislev 7

2 Kislev 8

3 Kislev 9
Vayetzei

December /

*Steven Goluboff

4 Kislev 10

5 Kislev 11

6 Kislev12

7 Kislev 13

8 Kislev 14

9 Kislev 15
Hebrew School
Family Service
6:15 pm

11 Kislev 17

12 Kislev 18

13 Kislev 18

14 Kislev 20

15 Kislev 21

16 Kislev 22

10 Kislev 16
Vayishlach
*Malvina Rapko

17 Kislev 23
Vayeshev
Community Hanukkah Party
*Jan Gitlin

This page is sponsored by B’nai Brith Lodge #739
* Bema Roster

