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Vaccination Requirements 
and Covid Regulations

Dear members and friends of Congregation Agudas Israel,
We hope this message finds you and your families well and 

healthy.
As we approach the High Holidays and the beginning of a new 

year in the Jewish calendar, we wanted to let you know about the 
new regulations our congregation has decided to incorporate in 
order to return to in-person services and activities, considering the 
evolution of the pandemic and feedback we have received from 
some of you.

We recognize that the values of our Jewish tradition demand from 
us to be cautious and to put the preservation of life and health in the 
highest priority. At the same time, we also believe that thanks to the 
availability and effectiveness of vaccines against Covid-19 and other 
safety measures, we are able to return safely to in-person activities, 
keeping our Synagogue open and welcoming for everyone.

In keeping with that balance, our Synagogue has decided that, 
effective immediately, only vaccinated individuals will be able to 
enter our building. This policy does not apply for those who can’t 
be vaccinated (currently children under 12 years old or individuals 
who are medically exempted). Our congregation will not require a 
proof of vaccination as we are confident that our members, friends, 
and visitors will understand and respect this policy. Individuals who 
have not been vaccinated, but are eligible to receive the vaccine, are 
still allowed to access our building but they must have a negative 
Covid test done within 48 hours before they enter our premises.

In addition to the vaccination policy, our Congregation has 
decided to keep masks as a requirement for everyone over the age 
of two. This is mostly because many activities in our Congregation 
involve singing and praying, which require being more cautions 
when it comes to Covid-19. Finally, we will continue to have special 
cleaning protocols and socially distanced seating for services and 
activities.

We would like to thank you for your support during this difficult 
time of Covid-19. In these still challenging times, we will continue 
working hard for the safety of our members and for keeping our 
Congregation as a vibrant, inclusive and welcoming space for our 
Jewish community.

L’Shanah Tovah, a happy and sweet year,
 
Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky
Kevin Sharfe – President, on behalf of the Board of Trustees of 
Congregation Agudas Israel
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The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel
Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home committed to deepening the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We 
are an evolving link in the historical traditions of the Jewish people. We are a progressive, democratic and sensitive congregation responding to the widest spectrum 
of Jewish thought and practice.

Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY

Mazal Tov
Steven Goluboff on 46 years as a brilliant, caring GP from Susan and David Katzman

Justice David Arnot, former Chairman of the Saskatchewan  Human  Rights
Commission and a friend of the Jewish Community upon his appointment to the Canadian Senate.

Elle Delaney
On the occasion of my 

Bat Mitzvah, I chose to 
have my gift from B’nai 
B’rith Men be a donation 
to an organization of 
my choice, rather than a 
piece of jewelry. I made 
this decision because 
I felt a donation that 
others could benefit from 

would mean more to me than a gift only for 
myself.

The organization I chose to make the 
donation to is the Saskatoon Interval House, 
which provides a safe place for women 
experiencing domestic violence. This a very 
valuable cause to me, because it’s such an 
important and useful organization for women 
and their children (if they have any). I believe 
it’s one of the greatest gifts to help others, and 
one which makes me feel happier than any 
other gift could.

Yoel Jodorkovsky 
Last January I celebrated my Bar Mitzvah and 

I’m very grateful to B’nai Brith that gave me the 
possibility of choosing a charity to do a Tzedakah 
in honour of this important moment in my life. 
The charity I chose was the Cancer Foundation of 
Saskatchewan. I think it’s important to donate for 
people who suffer from cancer and also for research 
to help them, because it’s a terrible disease and 
it can happen to anyone. I am happy that B’nai 
Brith helped me to do this Mitzvah and I was able 
to contribute to this important cause and make a 
difference.

Why I chose the World Wildlife Fund for my 

Bat Mitzvah donation

Sydney Burns
 

I chose the World Wildlife Fund 

because my favourite animal is the 

Polar Bear and they are extremely 

endangered and it is progressing fast, 

and this charity is trying their best to 

help however they can. They also have 

an option to adopt an endangered ani-

mal. I will be doing that. Besides Polar 

bears, I have a large interest in the 

ocean which is currently heating up and 

the levels are rising. This is killing ma-

rine animals such as the Great White 

Shark which is the animal I am adopting through this charity. The 

World Wildlife fund is a well-known charity with good reviews and 

its actions have been appreciated. A few years ago, I looked at their 

site and I thought to myself, “I want to do that so bad! Especially 

because I can adopt an animal”. So, when this opportunity showed 

up, I decided that I would like to donate to this charity. I would 

like to thank B’nai Brith for gifting me the donation to the World 

Wildlife Fund.
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Editorial  — Time
by Matthew Taras, Editor-in-Chief

feel like we are spinning our wheels. I want to 
stop spinning my wheels for a moment, and 
take a deep breath, and thank all those who 
have shepherded this community through 
some dark times in the last year. Although I 
recognize a couple of people by name, there are 
so many who deserve recognition and attention 
that the Bulletin could be filled with just those 

mentions.
This syna-

gogue start-
ed the year 
w i t h o u t  a 
building, or 
a place of 
worship (our 
t empora ry 
a c c o m m o -
dation being 
closed for 

COVID). I believe that Rabbi Claudio Jodor-
kovsky did an amazing thing to keep us all 
together and provide services for the last 12 
months without a dedicated physical space. He 
deserves all the thanks from the community 
he can get, and I hope he recognizes that he 
is cherished here.

The legacy committee, headed by Grant 

Scharfstein, also deserves recognition as we 
transition into the new building for our first 
high holidays. It has been years (multiple!) 
of planning, and fundraising, and doing. I 
am certain that our whole congregation is as 
proud of the efforts as I am. The ability to 
bring us from where we started this year to 
the completion of the project, so that we can 
all enjoy the high holidays in person; this was 
an amazing thing.

This is a good segue with which to focus on 
the next year, rather than the last. Going for-
ward I will be the Bulletin editor. Jan Eklund, 
our graphic designer, who does so much work 
to make the bulletin happen that it would cease 
to function without her is still working with 
me (thank you!). If this first issue under my 
watch comes even comes close to the quality 
of our former Bulletin then it is thanks to her.

I thank everyone for their submissions and 
making this transition as easy as it could be for 
this busy law student. I look forward to bad-
gering you all for submissions in the months 
and years to come. 

I want to wish everyone a fantastic new year, 
and an easy fast. 

Shanah tovah! G’mar chatima tovah!

Joel Bernbaum has sub-
mitted the Sask Liquor 

and Gaming application and Michael Shaw 
has prepared the tickets for the 67th B’nai 
Brith Silver Plate Dinner to be held at TCU 
Place on Nov. 2 (all guests are expected to be 
fully vaccinated).  In addition to being our 
city’s longest running fundraising event, it is 
also Saskatoon’s most prestigious network-
ing opportunity. MC’d by Michael Shaw, this 
will be an evening filled with great food, fine 
beverages and the camaraderie we all need so 
sorely after the last 18 months. Once again, 
Ron Gitlin and his crew will be organizing the 
best Silent Auction in the City (please contact 
Ron if you can provide or secure a donation.  
Of course, no one has certainty about anything 
in these days of Covid but we hope for the best 

and will have alternative plans, if required.
In addition to B’nai Brith providing the 

$200,000 to the Legacy Fund and generous 
financial support to young Jewish campers 
every year, the largest annual donation goes 
to the CAI operating fund.  Without the Silver 
Spoon and Silver Plate Dinners, the annual 
membership dues would have to be increased 
significantly.

In the last 20 years, BB has provided over 
$500 000 to various worthy charities in Sas-
katoon.  Last year, we finished our $25 000 
commitment to Kids of Note, an accessible 
choir for all children.  This year, we begin our 
$25 000 commitment to Kidsport (so all kids 
can play!) and complete our $15 000 donation 
to the Nutrien Wonderhub Children’s Museum.

If you cannot attend our Nov. 2 event, that’s 

okay, we will still sell you a ticket so you can 
participate in our reverse draw:

$6000   last out       $3000 2nd last out       
$1500 3rd last out
 $500 each 4th to 10 last          
$275 Every 25th ticket drawn

Even better, you can sell tickets for us.  
Please contact Arnie Shaw (silverplatedin-
ner@gmail.com) if you think you can do this.

It takes a village to raise a small fortune, so 
your help is needed and appreciated!

Joel Bernbaum
Michael Shaw
David Katzman
Dinner Co-chairs

67th B’nai Brith Dinner
November 2, TCU Place

submitted by David Katzman, President – Saskatoon B’nai Brith Lodge 739

The new year has 
always been a time of 
reflection in Judaism. 
We look back upon the 
mistakes of the past 
and forward into the 

joys of the future. 
One way to perceive time is through the 

abundance of time and space, the year 5782, 
and the history of our people. What a long 
time 5782 years is.

Another way to perceive time is in the more 
personal way. My own time has become a pre-
cious commodity and moments to sit at leisure 
have become precious and few. 

When we become stretched for time, we can 

I want to stop spinning my wheels for 
a moment, and take a deep breath, and 
thank all those who have shepherded this 
community through some dark times in the 
last year. 
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Divrei Harav – Rabbi Claudio’s Message
Vaccines Need To Be Mandatory

by Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky

continued on page 10

For  ou r  J ewish 
tradition there is no 
doubt that vaccines 
need to mandatory, and 
that is so the case that 

all Jewish denominations have encouraged 
their congregations to adopt vaccinated-only 
access to their promises. This applies not only 
to Covid-19 but to all diseases that can be 
prevented with a vaccine.

The first consideration comes from our 
sacred texts that put health and safety as a 
maximum priority. From a Jewish perspective, 
it goes against all our values to intentionally 
put yourself in a situation of danger. A healthy 
and whole body are considered “the way of 
God”. And as with many other policies in 
Jewish community life, leaders have the re-
sponsibility not only of protecting the safety 
of those who access their facilities, but also of 
educating their members about our tradition’s 
values and principles about health and Jewish 
social responsibility.

When it comes to Covid-19 vaccines 
specifically, the most controversial question 
is whether the available vaccines are actu-

ally safe and we can be sure they will not 
endanger our health. After all, up to today, 
only one vaccine has received a permanent 
authorization while all the rest remain under 
an emergency approval. If they end up not 
being safe, according to some, we would 
be precisely contradicting Judaism’s rule 
about not putting ourselves into a situation of 
danger.  Supporters of a view like this claim 
science would be “experimenting on them”, 
and they would rather wait until more people 
gets vaccinated to see its efficacy and safety. 

This argument is not only ethically wrong 
(expecting others to risk themselves for your 
own benefit) but it also contradicts the fact that 
as human beings we couldn’t live our lives, at 
least the way we do, without the recommenda-
tions of the scientific authorities. Judaism has 
trusted science since the times of the Torah, 
and although the definition of what science 
is has changed through history, we have 
always relied on empirical data regardless of 
theological considerations. When it comes to 
understand how nature works, questions must 
be directed to the proper authorities. Rabbis 
teach Jews how to find purpose in this world 

based in our ancient teachings, but we don’t 
necessarily know more than others about how 
the world operates. While scientist teach us 
how things work, Rabbis can teach us how to 
use that knowledge to live a more meaning-
ful life. Science and faith have never been 
contradictory for our Rabbis; the opposite, 
one complements the other. 

Another argument frequently used to reject 
mandatory vaccination is that each person 
has the right to conduct their own personal 
research and consequently decide whether 
or not to follow the national scientific agen-
cies (the NACI in our case or the CDC in the 
US). In the case of the Covid-19 vaccine, it 
is not infrequent to hear people claiming that 
the vaccines haven’t being proved enough, 
or that their efficacy rate is similar to that of 
infected people who recover without it, or 
that we still need to wait to see if there will 

Quarterly 

by Kaiti Hannah
Answers on page 15

1. In which month in the Hebrew calendar 
is the shofar sounded every day except 
for Shabbat?

2. What does “Rosh Hashanah” mean in 
English?

3. How many days is Rosh Hashanah 
observed in Israel?

4. What is different about challah eaten 
for Rosh Hashanah? 

5. Which patriarch’s birth do we read 
about on Rosh Hashanah? 

6. How long do Jews traditionally fast for 
on Yom Kippur?

7. How many times is the shofar blown on 
Yom Kippur?

8. What type of shoes do many Jews avoid 
wearing on Yom Kippur?

9. How are Jews encouraged to repent 
before Yom Kippur?

10. The prayer for rain is included in the 
Amidah starting on which day (and 
continuing until Passover)?

This Year At Hebrew School
by Nicky Gitlin

We are very excited 
to  be  welcoming 
k ids  back  to  in -
person lessons in our 
beautifully renovated 
synagogue.  This year 
we will be starting 
after the High Holy 

Days and back to our former Monday/
Wednesday schedule.  Things will of course 
look a little bit different.  Masks will be 
required as will vaccines for those over the 
age of 12.  We will also be making good use 
of the space and spreading out as much as 
possible.   

Another new item we will be adding to 
our Hebrew School calendar will be a family 
event once a month which will take the place 
of one lesson.  This will either be a children’s 

service downstairs during our usual Friday 
night services which will focus on games, 
songs and activities relating to the weekly 
parsha and will be led by Nicky Gitlin.  Or, 
it will be a fun family friendly social event 
following Havdalah on a Saturday night. 

Our teachers are very much looking forward 
teaching in our classrooms and seeing the kids 
in-person.  We know this could of course, 
change in an instant and we have protocols in 
place to switch to online learning if necessary.  
No matter what it looks like, whether online 
or in-person, we are looking forward to an 
exciting year of fun and learning!
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This verses I just read come from the last 
chapter of the book of Proverbs. It’s a poem 
that traditionally the husbands recite to their 
wives during the Shabbat meal. It’s called 
“Eshet Chayil”, translated as a “woman of 
valour” or a “woman of strength”.

I chose to include 
this poem today be-
cause Anna used pre-
cisely this poem as part 
of her research about 
the role of women in 
the establishment and 
development of the 
early Jewish settle-
ments in Saskatche-
wan.    She used one of 
the verses for the title 
of a chapter she wrote in a book with historical 
essays on Saskatchewan women. She called 
the chapter: “Her voice is full of wisdom”, 
from this same poem.

Anna wanted to praise the incredible cour-
age of Jewish religious mothers who came 
to this province and had the essential role of 

Eulogy for Anna Feldman
by Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky

The family of Anna Feldman of Ottawa, 
Ontario is saddened to announce her passing 
on August 13, 2021 at the age of 94 years.

She will be lovingly remembered by her 
children Joel Feldman, Deb Feldman-Stewart 
(Graham Stewart) and Michael Feldman 
(Donna Hagel), 5 grandchildren and 11 great 
grandchildren, and her sister Rhoda Blevis 
(Bert Blevis).

She was predeceased by her loving husband 
of 56 years, Keiva Feldman, and her brother 
Kenneth Ain and her parents Max and 
Rebecca Ain.

Anna was born in 1927 in Cornwall, Ontario 
but was raised in Ottawa. As a teenager, she 
was withdrawn from high school in order to 
care for her siblings.  Then, following her 
marriage to Keiva in 1948, she completed 
high school and obtained an ARCT in singing.  
She entered university as a mature student at a 
time when mature students were unusual.  She 
obtained a Bachelor of Music and a Masters 

educating their kids with Jewish values, in 
places without any formal Jewish education. 
They struggled to find kosher food, prepare 
the kids for their B’nai Mitzva, and to teach 
them Hebrew and Yiddish lessons. These 
women were for Anna “Neshot Chayil” - 

“women of valour”, women of courage 
and strength. They were for Anna an 
incredible source of inspiration.

Today we are here to bid her farewell 
and to praise her because Anna was 
also as an “Eshet Chayil”, an incredibly 
gifted women who did so much for the 
Jewish communities of Saskatchewan, 
and also the preservation of the legacy 
of women in the province. 

I only met her twice in the last years 
when she visited Saskatoon, but her 

work was fundamental for me in learning 
about the Jewish community and under-
standing the particular complexity of our 
community. Because her work wasn’t merely 
informative, it was clear for me that she was 
personally involved with her research, she 
loved what she did and she had a sense of 

mission to preserve the history of our Jewish 
communities for the future generations. That’s 
what we call L’dor Va’dor, from generation to 
generation. That’s also the name of the book 
on the history of our community, where she 
wrote about the history of the Jewish com-
munity of Saskatoon. She understood that 
the preservation of an identity is only pos-
sible with knowing the history and passing 
it to others.

I was also very impressed with the fact that 
she couldn’t finish her high school because 
she had to take care of her siblings, but later, 
once married and being a mother, she not 
only finished her studied but had a degree in 
Music and a Masters in Canadian Studies. You 
really have to be a “woman of courage” to be 
able to do that with so many responsibilities 
and in a time when it wasn’t common to find 
mature students.

Anna and Keiva moved to Saskatoon three 
years after she finished her Masters in Ca-
nadian studies, and when Keiva had retired 

Anna Feldman – Obituary
degree in Canadian Studies from Carleton 
University.   In 1983 she received the Norman 
Pollock Award in Canadian Jewish studies.

In 1986, she and Keiva moved to Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan at which time she launched 
her research project on the Jewish farming 
colonies of Saskatchewan. After many 
years she donated the entire body of this 
research including hundreds of audio cassettes 
(recordings of songs, interviews and oral 
narratives), to the Canadian Museum of 
History in Gatineau, Quebec. 

Anna’s interests included a life-long interest 
in learning, music and family. She was an 
independent woman, particularly interested in 
the role of women in the farm colonies. Her 
musical endeavours included singing Jewish 
folksongs on the radio, playing recorder in 
many chamber groups, and teaching recorder.  
But it was having her family around her that 
brought her the greatest joy. She fell in love 
with Keiva at first sight and remained in 

love with him throughout her life … a true 
love story. While she was able to pursue her 
outside interests, she remained devoted to her 
husband, children, grandchildren, siblings and 
extended family.

Donations in honour of Anna’s memory 
can be made to the Silver Spoon Dinner  
which funds the charities Saskatoon Interval 
House, Ronald McDonald House, and 
CHW  for women in Israel and Canada. 
Please write cheques to:  The Silver Spoon 
Dinner  c/o Congregation Agudas Israel 715 
McKinnon Ave, Saskatoon, SK  S7H 2G2

A Graveside Service and Committal 
Rites will take place on Wednesday, 
August 18, 2021 at 1:00 pm at the Agudas 
Israel  Cemetery in  Saskatoon,  SK. 
Condolences may be left for the family at 
w w w. s a s k a t o o n f u n e r a l h o m e . c o m . 
Arrangements have been entrusted to 
Saskatoon Funeral Home. 306-244-5577
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CAI Chevra Kadisha 
and Agudas Israel Cemetery News

by Lesley-Ann Crone, Chair, CAI Chevra Kadisha

A long hot, dry sum-
mer is coming to a 
close after a very busy 
work schedule at the 

Agudas Israel cemetery under the responsible 
and able supervision of Giles Saulnier with as-
sistance from Leon Newmeyer, Wayne Vanin, 
and the crews from the Provincial Corrections 
Urban Camp.  The cemetery is very peaceful 
and beautiful and our thanks are extended to 
Giles and his team for their dedicated work.

The CAI community Cemetery visitation 
will take place on Sunday, September 12.  

The same morning there will be unveilings for 
Mrs. Bev Shiffman at 10am and Mrs. Mirka 
Pollak to follow.

We ask that any families who have personal 
or sentimental stones placed on the base of 
headstones of loved ones, to please remove 
them prior to the final fall cemetery cleanup 
work.  At that time, all stones are removed 
from the area surrounding and including the 
headstones to prevent damage to implements.

As the CAI Annual General Meeting ap-
proaches, and nominations for Board of 
Trustees positions are sought for renewal of, 

or new members, to committees, I will be 
stepping back from my position as Chair of 
the Chevra Kadisha. I sincerely encourage 
CAI members to consider volunteering for 
Board positions, particularly this one, which 
is so very important to every family at some 
time.  Keeping in mind the ongoing Covid-19 
pandemic and inherent changing protocols, I 
will continue to assist with funerals and un-
veilings and work with volunteers interested 
in this position until June 30, 2022. 

Shana Tova,
 

As fall approaches 
w i t h  u p c o m i n g 
Rosh Hashana New 
Year I would like 
to wish you all a 
happy, healthy and 

prosperous New Year. We have survived 
the worst of the pandemic and with the 
new vaccines there is the hope that we 
can resume our regular activities with 
renewed enthusiasm. Our Sisterhood Affiliate  
(new name internationally) suffered greatly 
from the shutdown and inability to hold 
in person events. I definitely missed the 
fellowship and camaraderie of our activities 
and look forward to seeing you all again. 

I encourage all women to join our 
organization and/ or renew their membership. 
Being a member of Sisterhood offers you 
the opportunity to socialize and learn with 
other Jewish women at our programs and 
the ability to participate in our community 

at greater level. As well as being involved in 
synagogue life, being a member of Sisterhood 
makes you a member of the Women's League 
for Conservative Judaism. This international 
organization provides leadership training and 
educational materials to over six hundred 
affiliated Sisterhoods including our own to 
help in achieving our mandate-to perpetuate 
Conservative Judaism in the home, synagogue 
and community. 

It also provides support to the Jewish 
Theological Seminary where our Rabbis, 
Cantors and lay leaders are trained. We know 
only too well the difficulties in attracting rabbis 
to our small "remote" community, and with the 
assistance of Women's League the Seminary 
has trained new young rabbis who revitalize 
our communities. 

Women's League also contributes to 
deliberations on issues facing the International 

Jewish Community. Only recently we took a 
new position in condemning racism. It also 
provides members access to materials on the 
Women's League website and more recently 
opportunities to participate in virtual programs 
on a variety of topics. One could even say 
Kaddish for loved ones during Women's 
League services offered virtually during the 
Covid -19 pandemic. 

Even if one chooses not to participate in 
these educational activities, our Sisterhood 
enables many small services which often go 
unnoticed- such as flowers to beautify the 
Bima during High Holidays and gifts to our 
B'nai Mitzvot to commemorate their special 
occasion. Sisterhood offers the chance to meet 
new members and renew acquaintances with 
old- thus strengthening community bonds. 

May you all have a good and sweet new year 
and I hope to meet with you soon. 

we design and print...
 Brochures
 Newsletters
 Flyers
 Posters
 Presentation Folders
 Laser Cheques
 Stationery
 Annual reports
 Business Forms
 Carbonless Forms

Tel. 306.955.3373 • Fax. 306.955.5739

 Textbooks
 Family History Books

... to your specifications and satisfaction

217 Jessop Avenue • Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7N 1Y3

Scharfstein Gibbings 
Walen Fisher LLP

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 
Michael R. Scharfstein, B.Comm., J.D.

P 306-653-2838   •   F 306-652-4747
mscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com  

200 Princeton Tower   •  123 -2nd Ave. S
Saskatoon, SK S7K 7E6  
www.scharfsteinlaw.com

Sisterhood Notes
by Zoe Litman
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This will be my fi-
nal report on the Leg-
acy Project.  From 
this point forward 
the Board and/or its 
Committees will be 
handling the final set 

up of the Jewish Community Centre and 
various other matters that are outlined later 
in this report.
This report is divided into the following sec-
tions:
1. The Legacy Project - A Retrospective
2, Financial Issues:
3. Funds Pledged
4. Pledges Outstanding
5. Project Cost
6. To Do List
7. Conclusion

1. The Legacy Project – A Retrospective
After 20 long months the Building Permit 

issued by the City of Saskatoon for the Jewish 
Community Centre has finally been closed, 
effective early June, 2021. We are now al-
lowed occupancy of the Jewish Community 
Centre (subject, of course, to current Covid 
rules). Construction began (with removal of 
asbestos) in October of 2019. But this process 
really began in November of 2015 with the 
establishment of the mandate for the Future 
Planning Task Force to investigate the propri-
ety and efficacy of the current building, and 
to assess whether to sell it and build anew 
elsewhere, to expand and renovate it, or to 
simply renovate it. 

The process then began to investigate these 
various issues.  Between November of 2016 
and May of 2018, a design and engineering 
company (aodbt architect and interior design) 
was hired, many meetings were held with vari-
ous stakeholders in the building (the Board, 
Finance, House, Synagogue and Ritual, the 
Rabbi, Myla, Rosy, Sisterhood, Library and 
the general community) to ascertain what we, 
as a community, wanted, what we needed, 
and what would work for us as a community. 
Countless hours were put in to develop a plan 
that was both efficacious and affordable. The 
design and planning were a constant moving 
target. 

Ultimately, by May of 2018 we had a plan, 
and retained the services of a contractor 
(Quorx Construction) to assist in doing final 
planning and budgeting. Concerns arose with 

Quorex and, in October of 2019, we retained 
Orko Construction as our contractor to move 
forward and complete the project.  

One of the matters that we were not origi-
nally aware of, and had not fully budgeted 
for, was the large amount of asbestos in the 
building which, by law, had to be removed 
before renovations could even start. We ten-
dered the asbestos project out and ultimately 
Penta Restoration was selected to do the work 
at a quoted price of $170,000.00. Again, is-
sues and problems arose with their work and 
in January of 2019 we retained Hub City to 
complete the asbestos removal, which, by 
early February 2020, was done but at a total 
cost of $335,734.79.

Orko could now begin the demolition and 
renovation required.  Then, bang, covid hit.  
The project came to a standstill and after some 
time, on a slower schedule, with reduced 
numbers of people allowed in the building, 
demolition and renovations continued.  One 
of the other effects of these delays was the 
increased cost of materials and the inability 
to get certain products in a timely way (espe-
cially from the U.S.).

One other unexpected expense that came 
up was the redoing of the entire roof of the 
building.  Although this was a project we were 
aware would be needed at some point, and we 
were prepared to do so later (in the next 2-3 
years) it was determined that the renovations 
we were doing necessitated certain work on 
the roof and it soon became clear that we 
needed to do the entire roof now, which we 
did at a cost of $248,192.00. 

But we persevered and, with countless 
meetings at the site (daily for much of the 
time) and with continued consultation with 
stakeholders in the community, we were able 
to get the project completed. 

It is my hope that the finished product is 
one which is both acceptable by the com-
munity and one which we can all be proud 
of.  The new building is one which, I hope, 
will facilitate the needs of our Congregation 
for generations to come, from the religious 
to the social and educational aspects of our 
community. 

From the movie ‘Field of Dreams’   there 
is a line that says, “If you build it, they will 
come”. I truly hope that the new “Elaine and 
Sherwood Sharfe Jewish Community Centre” 
will entice people to come, to participate, to 
learn and to pray. I hope it is a lasting legacy 

that we leave for our children and grandchil-
dren.  

Now that the project is complete its up to all 
of us, our religious and our lay leaders, to do 
everything they can to have this community 
continue to not only survive, but to thrive, to 
be vibrant, to be a place of religious worship, 
education and social activity for our children, 
our children’s children and on. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank 
those who assisted in making this project a 
reality. Many people gave of their time, and 
many more gave of their money, to make this 
happen.  It could not, and would not, have 
happened without them. But I need to single 
out one person, who is not a member of our 
congregation, whose advice and assistance 
was crucial to getting this project completed.  
That is Peter Tracey.  Peter volunteered his 
time over the past 4 or more years to assist 
us in making sure this project came together. 
His knowledge and experience (as an engineer 
doing these types of projects for many years) 
was invaluable. And he did this during some 
difficult personal circumstance for himself, 
without wavering, without complaint.  Peter, 
on behalf of myself, I want to publicly thank 
you for all you have done to make this project 
a reality. 

So, enjoy your new home.  Use it, be proud 
of it and, most importantly, do everything 
you can to make sure this is a legacy for the 
generations to come.

2. Financial Issues
Obviously, this project does not happen with-
out the financial support to do so. We began 
our fundraising process in 2017. To date over 
250 individuals and families have pledged 
and contributed $3 million to see this project 
completed including $400,000.00 from funds 
it held in its various investments.  Because of 
several unforeseen expenses (the roof, asbes-
tos removal, increased costs of material due, 
in part, to delays because of Covid) we needed 
a further $600,000 to complete the project.  
The Finance Committee and the Board ap-
proved the advancement of these funds to 
see the project completed. In addition Marsha 
and I have donated the five new T.V’s for the 
Boardroom and classrooms and the computer 
screen at the front entrance.  Over the next 
several years we need to work hard to replen-
ish our investments.  The work of fundraising, 

continued on page 13

Final Report On The Legacy Project
by Grant Scharfstein
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This summer I had 
an unforgettable ex-
perience that will stay 
with me for many 

years to come. Me and 30 other teens my age 
went to a brand-new summer program called 
Movement Makers. It took place mid-august 
in the B’nai B’rith Perlman Camp in Lake 
Como, PA. Movement Makers is a 2-week 
program designed to teach and inspire teens 
to lead their BBYO communities and learn 
skills that can be used in their everyday lives. 

I came into Perlman Camp 
not knowing very much about 
BBYO and as MM (Movement 
Makers) being my first BBYO 
experience ever, I was very 
nervous to say the least. I never 
would have expected to feel the 
amount of support and love that surrounded 
me even just on the first night. I have met so 
many amazing and inspiring teens that hold 
such important roles and positions in their 
chapters, regions, and globally. I have made 

BBYO Movement 
Makers 

by Ami Jodorkovsky

friends from California, Texas, New Jersey 
and all the way to Ukraine, Israel, and Mace-
donia. Getting to hear people’s stories and 
their love for BBYO and Judaism has inspired 
me indescribably. 

Scharfstein Gibbings 
Walen Fisher LLP

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 

Grant J. Scharfstein, Q.C. 
P 306-653-2838   •   F 306-652-47 47
E gscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com  

200 Princeton Tower   •  123 -2nd Ave. S
Saskatoon, SK S7K 7E6  
www.scharfsteinlaw.com

306-222-8466
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Business Valuations Corporate Tax Returns
 Saskatoon Regina
 Tel: (306) 653-6100 Tel: (306) 522-6500
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Our Connection With Nature Makes Us Better
by Rabbi Matthew Ponak
(Originally published in the Times Colonist June 12, 2021. Reprinted with permission of author.)

There was once 
a boy who went off 
every day into the 
woods. His curious fa-
ther asked him, “What 

are you doing out there?” The boy responded, 
“I go there to pray because in the for-
est I am nearer to God.” The father 
laughed, “Don’t you know that God 
is the same no matter where you 
are?” The boy replied, “God may be, 
but I’m not.”

Nature’s ability to awaken the 
sacred within us is not a new con-
cept in Judaism. However, it is not 
something that was emphasized to many of 
us growing up. Judaism is a tradition and also 

an innovation that changes over time. In the 
modern era, influenced by the Enlightenment 
in Europe, a great deal of Jewish spirituality 
was repressed. Rationalism and scientific 
thinking were emphasized instead. Greek-
influenced philosophers like Maimonides 

(12th century) were brought to the forefront 
while nature mystics like the Ba’al Shem Tov 

(18th century) were downplayed. 
Today, a new vision is dawning. Jewish 

change has always come when new challenges 
meet traditional knowledge. Many teachings 
about connecting and caring for our planet 
are found within our lineage. These need to 

be brought forward for our 
sake and for coming genera-
tions.

Rabbi Menachem Na-
chum Twersky (18th cen-
tury) taught that spiritual 
connection could be found 
more directly in the natu-
ral world than in scripture 

itself. This was an incredibly radical state-

continued on page 11

continued on page 12

Today, a new vision is dawning. Jewish change 
has always come when new challenges meet 
traditional knowledge. Many teachings about 
connecting and caring for our planet are found 
within our lineage.
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New York funnyman Jackie Mason — a 
comedy great who rose to fame in the 1960s 
and kept Borscht Belt-style gags alive for 
decades died July 24, 2021 at age 93.

Mason was born Yacov Moishe HaKohen 
Maza June 9, 1928 
in Sheboygan, Wis. 
His father Eli Maza 
a n d  h i s  m o t h e r, 
Belle (Gitlin), were 
b o r n  i n  M i n s k , 
a n d  i m m i g r a t e d 
to the U.S. in the 
1920s.  A Jewish 
refugee organization 
helped his father 
find a position in 
Sheboygan,  as  i t 
n e e d e d  a  r a b b i . 
When he was 5, his 
family  moved to 
Manhattan’s Lower East Side, then a Jewish 
neighborhood, and considered New York his 
hometown.

As a  teenager,  Mason worked as 
a busboy at resorts in the Borscht Belt in 
New York’s Catskill Mountains. He recalled: 
“Twenty minutes, at the Pearl Lake Hotel. 
I broke all the dishes. They made me a 
lifeguard. ‘But I can’t swim’, I told the owner. 
‘Don’t tell the guests’, he says.”

In 1953 Mason graduated with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in his double major of English 
and sociology from the City College of New 
York. At age 18 he became a cantor, and at age 
25 he received semikhah from Rabbi Moshe 
Feinstein and was ordained a rabbi (as 

Biography of the Month: Jackie Mason
by Stan Schroeder

Editor’s Note: Stan Schroeder is the Editor 
of  Congregation Shir Ami’s “Shir Notes” in 
Los Angeles which also won a Gold Medal for 
“Bulletins.” He writes biographies of famous 
Jews and has offered to share them with us. 
This article was first published in the Shir Notes. 
Steven Goluboff and Stan met each other in 
Jerusalem to discuss their community Bulletins 
several years ago

his three brothers, father, grandfather, 
and great-grandfather had been).  He led 
congregations in Weldon, NC, and at Beth 
Israel Congregation in Latrobe, Penn. 

He found reaching the people difficult until 
h e  b r o k e 
the ice by 
t e l l i n g  a 
few jokes, 
something 
that he had 
a l r e a d y 
done to a 
m o d e r a t e 
ex t en t  a t 
ho te l s  i n 
the Catskill 
Mountains 
in upstate 
New York, 
t h e  s o 

called ‘Borscht Belt’, where many wealthy 
American Jews liked to vacation. Following 
his father’s death in 1959, and feeling freer 
to pursue his comedic sideline, the self-
renamed Jackie Mason gave up being a 
rabbi, performed in a Los Angeles night-club 
and soon began attracting TV offers (his first 
appearance was on The Steve Allen Show). His 
act incorporated all manner of Jewish jokes 
and his linking patter covered all aspects of 
the Jewish experience. Working hard and 
sticking rigidly to his style, Mason - who has 
a thick New York accent - gradually built up 
a huge following.

From humble comic beginnings in New 
York, the Borscht Belt, and comedy clubs 

around the country, Jackie Mason rose to 
be one of the hottest comics in America in 
the early 1960’s.  He reached the apex of 
American entertainment culture when he 
became a regular performer on the nation’s 
pre-eminent television

However he fell into Sullivan’s disfavor 
over the interpretation of a now legendary 
hand gesture during a live performance in 
1962, an incident which cast a shadow over 
Mason’s career for more than a decade. 
 
Jackie Mason first emerged from that 
shadow in Los Angeles, where his one-
man show, ‘The World According to Me’ 
originated in 1984 to wide acclaim. Yet 
his great triumph was his return to New 
York and his extraordinary success as a 
one-man show on the Great White Way. 
‘The World According to Me’ began its 
unprecedented two and a half year run on 
Broadway in December 1986, winning 
triumphant reviews and re-establishing Mason 
as one of the nation’s premier comics.  The 
show earned Jackie Mason a Tony Award, an 
Outer Critics Circle Award, an Ace Award, an 
Emmy Award, and a Grammy Nomination and 
it toured successfully in America and Europe 
for two years.

Jackie Mason returned to Broadway in 1990 
with ‘Jackie Mason: Brand New’, in 1994 
with ‘Jackie Mason: Politically Incorrect’, in 
1996 with ‘Love Thy Neighbor’; in 1999 with 
‘Much Ado about Everything’ and in 2002 
with ‘Prune Danish’. With each production a 
critical and commercial success, Jackie Mason 
made history in the theatre industry and 
collected an impressive array of nominations 
and awards from the Outer Critics Circle, the 
Grammy’s, the Ace Awards and others.

An HBO special, ‘Jackie Mason on 

continued on page 12
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The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:

As my father planted 
for me before I was 
born,
So do I plant for 
those who will come 
after me.

from the Talmud

Your contribution, 
sent to: 

Saskatoon Jewish 
Foundation 

Congregation Agudas 
Israel, 

715 McoKinnon Avenue, 
Saskatoon S7H 2G2 will 

be gratefully received 
and faithfully applied.

This page is sponsored by Alan, Linda and Sam Goluboff of Toronto

TO GREETING FROM
LEGACY PROJECT

Stan Sinai Happy Birthday Glady Rose
Solomon Klein Happy Birthday Glady Rose
Jacob Kates Rose Happy Birthday Glady Rose
Karen Goldenson Happy Birthday Glady Rose
Linda & Arnie Shaw Mazel Tov on your 50th Anniversary Alan Rosenberg, Lesley-Ann  
  Crone & Family
Linda & Arnie Shaw In honour of your 50th Anniversary Barry Slawsky
Teddy Braun, Lisa Davidson  In memory of your beloved mother &  Luba Allen, Allen Family, 
& Family grandmother, Anna Braun Katzeff Family, Kitay  
  Family
Linda & Arnie Shaw Mazel Tov on your 50th wedding anniversary   
 & best wishes to all your family Glady Rose
Linda & Arnie Shaw In honour of your 50th wedding anniversary Steven & Leila Goluboff
Linda & Arnie Shaw In honour of your 50th wedding anniversary Toby Rose & Les Klein
Elle Sheckter Mazal Tov on your Bat Mitzvah Rabbi Claudio, Amiel  
  & Yoel Jodorkovsky
Dr. & Mrs. L. Goldberg Happy Anniversary Glady Rose
Benjamin Klein Happy Birthday Glady Rose
Jonathan Klein  
& Casandra Campbell Happy Anniversary Glady Rose
Rita Gillies Happy Birthday Glady Rose
Anna Feldman Happy Birthday Glady Rose
Goldie Kassen In honour of your 100th birthday  Birgit Westergaard,  
  Norman Gladstone  
  & family
Goldie Kassen In honour of your 100th birthday  Michael & Phyllis  
  Moscovich
Steven Goluboff In honour of your retirement The Ditlove Family
Steven Goluboff In honour of your career as a doctor  
 and as our Bulletin editor Susan & David Katzman
Mira Kates Rose Happy Birthday Glady Rose
David Rose & Marlene Kates Happy Anniversary Glady Rose
Grigory Goldberg Happy Birthday Glady Rose

ELAINE & SHERWOOD SHARFE CANTORIAL FUND
Susan & David Katzman In memory of your mother, Shirley East Zara Gurstein
Kevin Sharfe, Board  
of Trustees Happy New Year Zara Gurstein

GLADSTONE FAMILY FUND
Goldie Kassen, Happy 100th birthday, Arlene Gladstone  
  & Hamish Cameron

CAI
Leona Wasserman • Rita Gillies
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be significant side effects. Theses arguments, 
however, although legitimate when they are 
well-intended, forget the fact that even in sci-
ence you can end up finding the results that 
better serve your own concerns and fears, a 
common bias that requires the community as 
a mechanism of control.

Judaism found its own way of controlling 
biases and fears by giving more authority to 
the collective than the individual. This may 
seem contradictory with modern values as 
individual rights, and in some situations that 
is clearly the case, but our tradition has always 
maintained that social responsibility override 
personal freedoms. It is not a coincidence that 
the word “right” doesn’t exist in the Torah, 
and its modern Hebrew translation (zechut) 
is only used in our sacred texts to denote a 
special status that is received after a merito-
rious action. The Torah prefers to talk about 
Mitzvot, obligations – including social respon-
sibilities – because it understands that when 
social obligations are fulfilled, the integrity 
of all its citizens is ensured. On the contrary, 
when you put the emphasis on “rights” instead 
of “obligations” you become more focused on 
what you think you are entitled to, rather than 
what you are supposed to do.

For our Jewish tradition the local authori-
ties, based on recognized scientific data, have 
the authority and the obligation to restrict 
freedoms and rights in order to protect the 
wellbeing of society, and this is because for 
Judaism, the community takes precedence 
over the individual. The Talmud, for example, 
explains that when it comes to preventing or 
curing an illness, if there is enough empirical 
evidence to determine that a medicine is ef-
fective (“refuah b’dukah”), then that medicine 
is not only permitted but also mandatory. This 
regulation could be easily applied to the ap-
proved Covid-19 vaccinations as their efficacy 
has been proven beyond doubt, but most im-
portantly, because they have been authorized 
by our scientific authorities.  

In conclusion, there is no doubt that accord-
ing to Jewish Law a Jew should follow the 
guidelines of the local scientific institutions 
and get vaccinated against Covid-19, unless 
a physician has told them it could harm their 
health. In any other case, Jews don’t have the 
right to endanger themselves, their relatives or 
anyone whom they are in contact with. To the 
contrary, they are required to be vaccinated. 
Similarly, Synagogues or any institution have 
the right to restrict access to their facilities 

for those who can and don’t want to be vac-
cinated, or limit their activities to ensure the 
health of the rest of the congregation. 

I am very pleased with the decision by our 
Congregation to restrict the access to our 
Synagogue to vaccinated people only (ex-
cept medically exempt and kids under 12). I 
believe it highly represents the values of our 
tradition and shows the wisdom and respon-
sibility of our leadership. May we see more 
people fully vaccinated in our province and 
more vaccines available for the whole world.

L’shanah Tovah, a happy and sweet year,
Rabbi Claudio

ment for its time and resounds with spiritual 
rebelliousness even today. As a mystic whose 
relationship to God came through personal en-
counters, this rabbi points to one of the oldest 
contemplative practices in Jewish tradition: 
spending time in nature. 

The countless stories of connecting with 
God in nature go back to the Bible. Moses 
spending 40 days and 40 nights on top of 
Mount Sinai is one example. The Prophet-
ess Devorah who sat beneath a date palm as 
judge for the Israelites is another. Much later, 
the medieval teachers of Kabbalah wandered 
amidst the gardens and fields of Spain medi-
tating and speaking holy words. In reality, 
an abundance of our innovative teachings 
and practices have come through individuals 
and communities that were intimate with the 
natural world. 

Growing up, I lived near the Canadian 
Rockies and spent a lot of time in the Okana-
gan and with relatives on Vancouver Island. 

Camping was a part of my upbringing. Later 
in life, I heard the comedic song Jews Don’t 
Camp and found out about a book of the 
same title. I learned about the stereotype (in 
this case self-imposed) that our people are 
not happy in tents. “We spent enough time 
in the wilderness after we left Egypt,” some 
say sarcastically. 

Though a lot of this rhetoric is tongue in 
cheek—and much of it is not exemplified by 
Jews in Western Canada and beyond—the 
underlying message is that we are an urban, 
intellectual people. While the intellectual 
lineage of Judaism is ancient and profound, 
it does not represent our full history. We were 
once a farming people and, even when we 
took up trades and lived more in cities—in-
cluding being prohibited from owning land in 
medieval Europe—there were always some 
who managed to stay in close connection 
with the Earth. 

In the spirit of past religious innovators who 

Connection with Nature.. continued from page 8

Divrei Harav... continued from page 4
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steered Judaism in a new direction for the sake 
of the many, it is upon us to reclaim the art 
of right relationship with our natural world. 
As the boy in the fable sensed, we are made 
better through our connection with nature. The 
greatest care for this earth, for animals, and 
for each other can only come from meaningful 
and deep connection.

Editor's Note: Rabbi Matthew Ponak is a 
scholar of Jewish mysticism, a musician, 
and a teacher of embodied transformation. 
His courses, one-on-one sessions, and con-
templative singing events are open to people 
of all backgrounds. His 2016 album Bridges 
of Song contains traditional and original 
nigunim [wordless melodies] with bluegrass 
instrumentation. Together with his wife, 
Melina Ponak, Rabbi Matthew is currently 
creating a forum to share the spirit of Jewish 
innovation more widely.
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Sponsored by Michelle Bobowsky in honour of her late parents Yitzhak & Jennie Bobowsky.

from Computer Devices as a physicist. As 
she wrote herself, they came to be close to 
their son Mike, but also because Keiva loved 
his native province. Keiva's father was one 
of the founding members of the farm colony 
Sonnenfeld, and his mother joined the colony 
later. In fact, Anna's mother in-law was the 
first interview she conducted for her research. 

From a few interviews I read on CBC and 
Jewish media, it became clear that she was 

really in love with her project, and she consid-
ered a privilege to be able to talk with the first 
and second generation of settlers. She some-
times would spend hours in conversation with 
them, singing songs that were created in the 
small towns in the province, even until very 
late in the evening. She said that her research 
was “her life”: “My husband and my family 
and the project were my life”. 

We are grateful to her for the legacy she 

Eulogy for Anna Feldman.. continued from page 5
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Jackie Mason... continued from page 9

Broadway’, earned him both an Emmy and an 
Ace Award.  Over the years, Jackie Mason has 
appeared in a variety of films and television 
shows, most notably ‘Caddyshack II’ which 
won him a new, younger, hipper urban 
following and the TV sitcom, ‘Chicken Soup’, 
which taught him that he’s only happy when 
he’s performing his own material.

Well known and beloved around the world, 
Jackie Mason has been honored by many, 
including South African President Nelson 
Mandela, the United Kingdom’s Oxford 
University, and scores of other organizations.  
In 1991, during the first Persian Gulf crisis, 
Jackie closed his show on Broadway and 
traveled to Israel in a show of solidarity that 
was later honored by now former Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

Sheba Mason, born in 1985, is a comedian 
with a famous father from whom she’s been 
estranged nearly all her life. Her mother is 
Ginger Reiter, a playwright. That hasn’t 
stopped her from following in his shuffling 
footsteps. One of Sheba’s go-to lines is: 
“Jackie Mason is a great comedian, but I wish 
I was the child of a better looking comedian 

— like Woody Allen or Rosie O’Donnell.”  
On August 14, 1991, Mason married his 

37-year-old manager Jyll Rosenfeld. They 
were maried until his death.

“Now I am the biggest hit to ever do 
Broadway,” Mason told The New York Daily 
News in 1999. “I love playing there because 
the audiences are so respectful. They’re all 
friends of mine. Really. I feel that way. So 
I tell them some jokes for a couple of hours 
and everybody laughs and has a good time. 
It’s pure entertainment. Nothing else.”

He turned his enjoyment of success into a 
joke. “Money is not the most important thing 
in the world. Love is,” he said. “Fortunately, 
I love money.”

Mason appeared in several movies, 
including the 1979 Steve Martin comedy 
“The Jerk” and “Caddyshack II” in 1988. On 
“The Simpsons,” Mason voiced Krusty the 
Clown’s father, who was a rabbi.

Talking to The Jerusalem Post in 2014, 
Mason expressed satisfaction over his 
decades-long career.

“I have achieved everything I ever would 
want to and have gotten enormous recognition 

all over the world – six Royal Command 
performances, nominated for a Grammy, won 
two Emmys, a Tony award, an Obie award, 
spoke at the British Parliament. Audiences are 
still giving me standing ovations,” he said.

Mason was a staunch defender of Israel, 
and generated controversy in 2015 by 
slamming what he thought was President 
Barack Obama’s sympathy to the Palestinian 
cause. “How often have you heard him say, 
‘We have to do something because we have 
to put a stop to Hamas’ aggressions? To 
Hamas bombing Israel every day?’ “ he said. 
 
He told The Jerusalem Report, “If you hate 
Israel, you hate the Jews, plain and simple. 
So I feel as probably one of the most famous 
Jews still living today, it is my obligation to 
speak out on this issue.”

Even with the coronavirus pandemic, 
Mason was able to find humor, telling the 
Report that “Coronavirus has had its perks. 
My wife can’t go shopping so much. So I’m 
saving a fortune.”

Most days we had a two-hour learning 
session called Kivvun. During Kivvun, we 
learned in a classroom-like setting and we 
were given resources to take back to our home 
communities. We were taught many things 
like how to recruit new members, how to 
engage and connect with prospects, new pro-
gramming tools, and so much more. During 
my time there, I experienced two Shabbatot 
with beautiful songs, prayers, and of course, 
the traditional Havdalah under the famous 
Camp Perlman tree.

BBYO Movement Makers... continued from page 8

left for us and the future generations of the 
Jewish communities in Saskatchewan. We 
extend our condolences to her children Joel, 
Deborah and Mikey, son in-law Graham and 
daughter in law Donna, her sister Rhoda, her 
five grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren. 

Tehi Nishmata Tzrura Btzror Hechayim. 
May her soul be bound up in the bond of 
eternal life.

 This program and the wonderful people 
in it have truly inspired me to lead BBYO 
Saskatoon to the best of my abilities and set 
it up for success for the many years to come. 
Although sad that I had to leave my new best 
friends and the beautiful Camp Perlman, I am 
so excited for this year and for the amazing 
opportunities that await us. I would like to 
thank B’nai B’rith Saskatoon for supporting 
me so I was able to participate from this life 
changing experience. Thank you for reading! 
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not just for this project, but for the continued 
operation of our community, can never cease.  
We need to be ever mindful of the need for 
funds to enable us to do the things we do. I 
know that we will make a concerted effort 
over the next several years to come up with 
creative and effective ways to raise funds as 
needed and to ensure the continued viability 
of Congregation Agudas Israel.

3. Funds Pledged
As indicated earlier more than 250 individuals 
and families have pledged and contributed 
$3 million to this project to date. A listing of 
all those that pledged and donated to make 
this dream come true has been provided to 
the President. There are contributors on this 
list who wish their donation would remain 
anonymous. We need to respect this wish. 

We continue to receive new pledges and do-
nations, and these will continue to be tracked 
by Myla and our Treasurer. 

4. Pledges Outstanding
There remain just over $224,000 in pledges 
still outstanding.  These are pledges that are 
due either in 2021, 2022 or later. A list of 
those pledges outstanding has been provided 
to the Finance Committee Chairperson and 
the President. The Finance Committee and 
Board need to set up a process to make sure 
these pledges are followed up and collected 
in a timely manner.

5. Project Costs
Back in 2018 our original cost estimate for this 
project was $3.2million.  The final, total cost 
of the project will be just over $3.8 million.  
Again, this cost overrun is attributed mainly 
to three items:

Asbestos removal - $335,734.79
Roof - $248,192.00
Increased cost of construction - $50,000+

6. To Do List
Although the ‘Legacy Project’ is officially 
done there remains certain matters and proj-
ects that will, over the next while, need to be 
attended to by the Board, or a Committee of 
the Board, or persons designated by the Board.  
The Board will need to determine what items 
listed are a priority, and how to fund those 
items. I have listed them in no particular order, 
and there may well be other matters that need 
to be attended to make sure our building is 
properly and effectively cared for.

All the lower-level windows (except for 
about a half dozen) need to be replaced for 
security reasons.  

Everything needs to be put away, the 
building cleaned up, and made ready for use, 
including the kitchen.  I know Rosy, Myla, 
Steven Simpson and Rebecca Simpson, and 
others, have been doing this.  They will need 
help.  Books need to be culled, reviewed, and 
placed; pictures and plaques need to be put up, 
and this list goes on.  Please, when Rosy, or 
Steven, or anyone else asks for help, volun-
teer.  We need you to help complete this task.

Plaques need to be ordered to recognize 
those people who, when they contributed, 
designated a room or an area for them to be 
recognized.  I know Kevin has been looking 
into this.

Landscaping.  Because of our cost overrun 
we did not have any money for landscaping 
outside the building.  It needs it, especially in 
the areas that have been dug up.  Perhaps the 
House Committee can form a sub-committee 
to price out landscaping options.

I think that the mechanical people may 
have met with Rosy and Steven, and perhaps 
others, to review how the heating and cool-
ing system works (yes, we have central air 
conditioning now). They need to make sure 
they have all the information they need to 
operate the system.

Rosy has been in contact with Geanel Res-
taurant supply for a lesson in how to use the 
new kitchen equipment.  Rosy will coordinate 
this with others in the community that need to 
know how to run the kitchen.

Rosy and the Rabbi, and a couple of others, 
have had a lesson in using the new audio-
visual system.  I believe a follow up lesson 
will be needed once the final touches are done 
to the system (which will be in the next couple 
of weeks).

7. Conclusion
From generation to generation – l’dor v’dor. 
This is our legacy. 

This adventure we have been a part of, this 
journey that we have been on, is called the 
Legacy Project for a reason.  All good people 
must take responsibility to create legacies that 
will take the next generations to a level we can 
only imagine.  This building, this sanctuary, 
this home to our Congregation, is just such 
a legacy.

What we do in our lives is our history.  What 
we set in motion for our future generations is 
our legacy.  The things we do for ourselves 
are gone when we are gone, but the things 
we have done for future generations lives on.

Be proud of what you have accomplished 
here, today.  It will outlive us.  It is our legacy. 
It will enhance Jewish life for the generations 
to come.  A greater gift we could not give. 

Legacy Project... continued from page 7

Barristers, Solicitors and Mediators
RANDY KATZMAN

B.Comm., LL.B.

(306) 653-5000
Fax: (306) 652-4171

5th Floor, Atrium Place, #510, 128 - 4th Avenue S., 
Saskatoon, S7K 1M8

CUELENAERE, KENDALL
KATZMAN

         RICHARDS&
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Yahrzeits
September 4 Elul 27
Pollock, Samuel  Sept 4 (27)
Barsky, Joseph  Sept 5 (28)
Melamede, Mayer  Sept 5 (28)
Buckwald, Seymour Cyril  Sept 6 (29)
Pollock, Alex  Sept 6 (29) 
Adilman, Esther  Sept 7 (Tishri 1)
Brook, Morris H. Sept 7 (1) 
Cooperman, Leib  Sept 7 (1)
Stier, Sofie  Sept 7 (1) 
Zaitlen, Max  Sept 7 (1)
Katzman, Fraide D.  Sept 8 (2)
Rosenberg,Joseph  Sept 8 (2)
Goldstein, Benjamin  Sept 9 (3)
Neumann, Malchen  Sept 9 (3)
Bobowsky, Yitzhak  Sept 10 (4)
Sandbrand, Mark  Sept 10 (4)

September 11 Tishrei 5
Churchill, Lou  Sept 11 (5)
Solovey, Moses  Sept 11 (5)
Medline, Maurice  Sept 12 (6)
Sugarman, Helen  Sept 12 (6)
Bloom, Eunice  Sept 13 (7)
Goldstein, Shoshana  Sept 13 (7)
Landa, Ida  Sept 13 (7) 
Wormann, Hulda  Sept 13 (7)
Adilman, Lena  Sept 15 (9)
Goorovitch, Anna  Sept 15 (9)
Lubin, Chana  Sept 15 (9) 
Cohen, Brina  Sept 16 (10)
Melamede, Eva M.  Sept 16 (10)
Rizhanovsky, Grigory  Sept 16 (10)
Chertkow, Israel  Sept 17 (11)
Pashkovsky, Morris  Sept 17 (11)
Reznick, Sylvia  Sept 17 (11)
Switzer, Solomon  Sept 17 (11)

September 18 Tishrei 12
Caplan, Rebecca  Sept 18 (12) 
Clay, Pat  Sept 18 (12) 
Koffman, Jacob  Sept 18 (12)
Sugarman, Louis  Sept 18 (12)
Waldman, Gerald  Sept 18 (12)
Belman, Erin  Sept 20 (14)
Khayfets, Semyon  Sept 20 (14)
Minovitz, Etta  Sept 20 (14)
Rapaport, Arthur  Sept 20 (14)
Bonder, R.B.  Sept 21 (15 
Fingard, Michael Sept 21 (15) 
Lehrer, Henry  Sept 21 (15) 
Adilman, Don  Sept 23 (17) 
Pollak, Valerie  Sept 23 (17) 
Shear, Gertrude  Sept 23 (17) 
Tartar, Fanny  Sept 23 (17) 
Arlinsky, Naomi  Sept 24 (18) 
Burt, Rae  Sept 24 (18) 
Sugarman, Miriam  Sept 24 (18)

September 25 Tishrei 19 
Beberfall, Paula  Sept 25 (19) 
Bernbaum, Samuel  Sept 25 (19) 
Glick, Moses  Sept 25 (19) 
Katzman, Saul  Sept 25 (19) 
Levitt, Irving  Sept 25 (19) 
Hussman, Minnie  Sept 26 (20) 
Sklar, Bella  Sept 26 (20) 
Solsberg, Deborah  Sept 26 (20) 
Katz, Abraham I  Sept 27 (21) 
Shacter, Malka  Sept 27 (21) 
Bernbaum, Freda Miriam  Sept 29 (23) 
Goldstein, Dora  Sept 29 (23) 
Badeker, Samuel  Oct 1 (25) 
Baron, Philip  Oct 1 (25) 
Brand, Dorothy  Oct 1 (25) 

Weitzman, Hannah  Oct 1 (25)

October 2 Tishrei 26 
Churchill, Abraham  Oct 2 (26) 
Friedman, Sarah  Oct 2 (26) 
Conn, Bernice  Oct 4 (28) 
Goodman, Sydney  Oct 4 (28) 
Cutler, Frances  Oct 5 (29) 
Entol, Meyer  Oct 5 (29) 
Winocour, Leo  Oct 5 (29) 
Brown, Sarah  Oct 6 (30) 
Goluboff, Avram  Oct 6 (30) 
Isaacsen, Leo  Oct 7 (Heshvan 1) 
Shaw, Frances Oct 8 (2) 

October 9 Heshvan 3 
Ghertkow, Pessie  Oct 9 (3) 
Goldstein, Ben  Oct 9 (3) 
Handelman, Abram B.  Oct 9 (3) 
Landa,Petty  Oct 9 (3) 
Pavey, Rabbi Roger  Oct 9 (3) 
Sklar, Mary  Oct 9 (3) 
Vogel, Sarah  Oct 9 (3) 
Caplan, Sylvia  Oct 10 (4) 
Mazer, Oscar  Oct 10 (4) 
Miller, Robert  Oct 12 (6) 
Horlick, Louis  Oct 13 (7) 
Kolominsky, Yakov  Oct 13 (7) 
Laimon, Melvin  Oct 13 (7) 
Milavsky, Jack Oct 13 (7)
Singer, Leiser  Oct 13 (7) 
Stier, Michael  Oct 13 (7) 
Katz, Esar  Oct 15 (9) 
Lehrer, Asher  Oct 15 (9) 
Mallin, Rose  Oct 15 (9)

October 16 Heshvan 10 
Rapaport, Labe Oct 16 (10)  
Goldenberg, Clara E.  Oct 17 (11) 
Waiser, Solomon  Oct 17 (11) 
Arshawsky, Frank  Oct 18 (12) 
Hamir, David  Oct 19 (13) 
Teitelbaum, Dina  Oct 19 (13) 
Arshawsky, Tassie  Oct 20 (14) 
Blum, Irene  Oct 20 (14) 
Dawson, Karen  Oct 20 (14) 
Hock, Clara  Oct 20 (14) 
Horlick, Philip  Oct 20 (14) 
Kavsky, M.  Oct 20 (14) 
Landau, Esther Oct 20 (14)
Rose, Elsie H.  Oct 20 (14)
Ghitter, Sonia  Oct 21 (15)
Heubsch, Karl Oct 21 (15)
Kanitz, Miklos (Mike)  Oct 21 (15)
Levington, Harold  Oct 21 (15)
Sass, Morris  Oct 21 (15)
Sonnenschein, Abe  Oct 22 (16)

October 23 Heshvan 17
Altschul, Rudolph  Oct 23 (17)
Brook, Peter R.  Oct 23 (17)
Reznick, Celia  Oct 23 (17)
Davidner, Rose  Oct 24 (18)
Mondrus, Bella  Oct 25 (19)
Schwartz, Frank S Oct 25 (19)
hwartz, Frank  Oct 25 (19)
Volansky, Michla  Oct 25 (19)
Avol, Jack  Oct 26 (20) 
Shore, Nechi  Oct 26 (20)
Winocour, Mania  Oct 26 (20)
Brook, Baby  Oct 27 (21)
Newman, Liba  Oct 27 (21)
Pollock, Sarah  Oct 27 (21)
Davidner, Esther  Oct 28 (22)
Swartz, Lily  Oct 28 (22)
Crone, Ray  Oct 29 (23)
Ruskin, Richard  Oct 29 (23)

October 30 Heshvan 24
Drabinsky, Isaac  Oct 30 (24)
Ponak, Samuel  Oct 30 (24)
Wormann, Bertholt  Oct 30 (24)
Feldman, Laurie  Oct 31 (25)
King Jaffe, Geraldine  Oct 31 (25)
Buller, Nathan Nov 1 (26) 
Sugarman, Samule  Nov 1 (26)
Applebaum, Reva  Nov 2 (27)
Fromson, Sam  Nov 3 (28
Grobman, Molly  Nov 3 (28)
Zhivotovsky, Harry  Nov 4 (29)
Claman, Katie  Nov 5 (Kislev 1) 
Gonor, Allan Nov 5 (1) 
Gumprich, Louise  Nov 5 (1)
Silverman, Vina A  Nov 5 (1)
Weitzman, Jack  Nov 5 (1)

November 6 Kislev 2
Claman, Samuel  Nov 6 (2)
Gross, Maisha  Nov 6 (2) 
Lehrer, Adolf  Nov 6 (2)
Lertzman, Zlotta  Nov 6 (2)
Minovitz, Harry  Nov 6 (2)
Spector, Bella  Nov 6 (2)
Sugarman, Jack  Nov 6 (2)
Goodman, Sam  Nov 7 (3) 
Miller, Frank  Nov 7 (3) 
Sarblut, Julie  Nov 7 (3) 
Segal, Eleanor  Nov 7 (3) 
Hearn, Jack  Nov 8 (4) 
Hock, Sarah  Nov 8 (4) 
Laimon, Samuel  Nov 8 (4) 
Levy, Louis M.  Nov 8 (4) 
Pavey, Harold  Nov 8 (4)
Richman, Hyman Isadore  Nov 8 (4)
Beaverman, Fanny**  Nov 9 (5)
Bodovsky, Wolfe  Nov 9 (5)
Broudy, Harry  Nov 9 (5)
Chorsky, Abraham  Nov 9 (5)
Fayerman, Alexander  Nov 9 (5)
Katz, Joseph  Nov 9 (5) 
Pavey, Miriam  Nov 9 (5) 
Steiger, Dorothy  Nov 9 (5)
Sternberg, Anette  Nov 9 (5)
Salsberg, Ytzchak  Nov 10 (6)
Fogel, Isaac  Nov 11 (7) 
Katz, Ann  Nov 11 (7) 
Nulman, Ethel  Nov 11 (7)
Padolsky, Mayer  Nov 12 (8)
Polatnic, Halevi  Nov 12 (8)

November 13 Kislev 9 
Blum, Richard  Nov 13 (9) 
Butler, Rebecca  Nov 13 (9)
Friedman, Samuel  Nov 13 (9)
Sharzer, Sarah  Nov 13 (9)
Dachis, Zelda  Nov 14 (10)
Friedman, Harry  Nov 14 (10)
Segal, Joseph Nov 14 (10)
Shiffman, Anne  Nov 14 (10) 
Springman, Ella  Nov 14 (10) 
Flikshteyn, Mina  Nov 15 (11) 
Gersher, Grisha  Nov 15 (11) 
Goldenberg, Isaac Moishe  Nov 15 (11) 
Golumbia, Philip  Nov 15 (11) 
Katz, Sally  Nov 15 (11) 
Shiffman, Beverly  Nov 15 (11) 
Hamir, Malke  Nov 16 (12) 
Waiser, Bessie  Nov 16 (12) 
Avivi, Chaya  Nov 17 (13) 
Fingard, Bernie  Nov 17 (13) 
Shapero, Eli  Nov 17 (13) 
Sklar, Annie  Nov 17 (13) 
Hatklin, Beatrice  Nov 18 (14) 
Soiffer, Aida  Nov 18 (14) 
Davidner, Mary-Ida  Nov 19 (15) 
Flikshteyn, Tanya  Nov 19 (15) 

Shaffer, Nathan  Nov 19 (15) 
Shore, Ben  Nov 19 (15) 
Jeplinsky, David Nov 19 (15)

November 20 Kislev 16
Lubin, Morris Nov 20 (16)
Blank, Anna T.  Nov 21 (17) 
Broudy, Yehudith  Nov 21 (17) 
Ehren-Lis, Rabbi Nomi Oren Nov 21 (17)
Green, Rebecca  Nov 21 (17)
Neumann, Jacob  Nov 21 (17) 
Bender, Mary  Nov 22 (18) 
Lifshen, Samuel  Nov 22 (18) 
Blum, Alexander  Nov 23 (19) 
Kahan, Fannie  Nov 25 (21)
Kolominsky, Chaim  Nov 25 (21)
Podhorcer  Nov 26 (22)

November 27 Kislev 23 
Brant, Joseph  Nov 28 (24) 
Laimon, Pauline  Nov 28 (24) 
Miller, Eva  Nov 28 (24) 
Korber, Reisie  Nov 30 (26) 
Gersher, Raya  Dec 1 (27) 
Marcus, Anita  Dec 1 (27) 
Goffman, Gertrude  Dec 3 (29)
Korzen, Sara Y.  Dec 3 (29) 
Lubin, Isaac  Dec 3 (29) 
MacKay, David  Dec 3 (29) 
Pollak, Yosef  Dec 3 (29)

December 4  Kislev 30 
Aaron, Freda  Dec 4 (3) 
Goorovitch, Michael  Dec 4 (30)
Cohen, Marjorie  Dec 5 (Tevet 1) 
Gimpel, Alex  Dec 5 (1) 
Levitsky, Hena Feiga (Rena)Dec5 (1)
Aarons, Marvin Dec 6 (2)
Caplan, Edith  Dec 6 (2)
Arlinsky, Hyman  Dec 7 (3)
Blum, Martha  Dec 7 (3)
Hillman, Susanna  Dec 7 (3)
Kovish, Tom  Dec 7 (3)
Kornfeld, Nathan  Dec 8 (4)
Vickar, Charles  Dec 8 (4)
Levson, Helen  Dec 9 (5)
Mazer, Doris  Dec 9 (5)
Edison, Leopold  Dec 10 (6)
Katzman, Israel M.  Dec 10 (6)
Katzman, Labe  Dec 10 (6)
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Independence 

May 15 1948 S-P

Young Steven 
Goluboff

Quarterly 

Answers
  

1. Elul
2. Head of the year
3. Two
4. It’s usually round and sweet
5. Isaac
6. 25 Hours
7. Once
8. Leather
9.  Apologizing to people we may 

have harmed in the previous year
10. Shemini Atzeret

The Nominating Committee is calling for nominations for 
two upcoming vacancies of the board.

1. Second Vice President
2. Chair, Chevra Kadisha

As per bylaw 11.4 of the constitution of the synagogue nominations are 
to be made to the chairman of the nominating committee at least twelve 

days before the Annual General Meeting.
If you, or someone you know is interested in one of these positions 

please let Harold Shiffman know in writing at your earliest convenience. 
Harold can be reached by email at harold.shiffman@usask.ca.
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Nitzavim

Vayeilech
SHABBAT SHUVAH

*

Ha'azinu

 * 

Breshit

*

Lech Lecha

* 

Toldot

 * 

ayetzei

* 

Vayishlach

 * 

Vayeshev
* 

Vayera

* 

Noach

* 

Intermediate Day

* 

OFFICE CLOSED

Chaye Sarah

* 

Book Club
7:00 pm

Silver Plate Dinner

Cycling Club
10:00 am

Intermediate Day

OFFICE CLOSED
Rosh Hashanah
Service 7:30 pm
LABOUR DAY

OFFICE CLOSED
Rosh Hashanah
Service 9:30 am

OFFICE CLOSED

Cemetery Visitation
10:00 am

B'nai Brith Meeting
7:00 pm

Tashlich in the Park
5:00 pm

Kol Nidre Service
7:00 pm

Shacharit Service
9:30 am

Mincha Service 6:30  pm
Havdallah 8:15 pm

OFFICE CLOSED

OFFICE CLOSED
Sukkot

OFFICE CLOSED
Yizkor

Shemini Atzeret

OFFICE CLOSED
Sukkot Service

10:00 am

OFFICE CLOSED
Simchat Torah 

Celebration
5 :30 pm

Intermediate Day

Hoshanah  RabbahIntermediate Day

OFFICE CLOSED

Remembrance Day

Erev Hanukkah Hanukkah Hanukkah

*Kevin S

*Michael Scharfstein

*Perry Jacobson

*Harold Shiffman

*Zoe Litman

*Steven Simpson

*Nicky Gitlin

*Lesley-Ann Crone

 *Grant Scharfstein

*Jan Gitlin

 *Seth Shacter


