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WE NEED TO GROW THE JACKPOT much, much HIGHER.
The bigger the pot, the more tickets we will sell, 

the more money we will raise for CAI, 
Interval House and Ronald McDonald House 

and of course the more money the winner will WIN!
Tickets sell for : 1 for $20 • 3 for $50  

• 10 for $100 • 50 for $225
This Virtual 50/50 is open to ALL Saskatchewan residents - so 
please share this link with your colleagues, family members, 

neighbours and friends! 
THANK YOU TO OUR FABULOUS & GENEROUS SPONSORS

Even though our Silver Spoon Dinner has been cancelled again this year 
there is still a way that you can support Silver Spoon 

by supporting our CAI on-line 50-50 raffle.
We hope we can count on you to

1) Talk it up with all your friends from now until June 30th
2) Promote the fundraiser by sharing our posts on all your social 

media sites you have.
3) Purchase VIRTUAL 50/50 TICKETS for yourself and your friends!

DRAW DATE: June 30th, 2021
Get Your Tickets

silverspoondinner5050.ca

Editorial – A Final Farewell
By Steven Goluboff

Full Occupancy Of The Jewish Community 
Centre Has Now Been Granted By The City 

Effective June 2, 2021. 

The Building Permit Has Now 
Been Closed. It’s A Great Day. After 31 years as Editor-in-Chief and 176 

issues of The Bulletin, it is time to pass on 
the challenge of continuing and improving 
the most valuable communication tool of 
our congregation. It has been a fulfilling and 
wonderful experience working with our Rab-
bis, Presidents, and many contributors over 
the years. I know that Matthew Taras will be a 
superb Editor-in-Chief and as he expresses in 
his column, he will need the support of every-

one to make this project one of joy rather than frustration. I appreciate 
his kind words and those of our President with regards to my modest 
contributions to the Bulletin, fund raising and other activities. I would 
also like to express my personal thanks to all who have advertised and 
sponsored pages in the Bulletin. Your support has allowed The Bulletin 
to be self-sustaining and not been a draw on our budget. A final thanks 
on behalf of myself and the entire congregation goes to Jan Eklund 

who has been my faithful 
partner in this enterprise, and 
I know from her kind words in 
this issue she will continue to 
work with Matthew. I do not 
intend to disappear from the 
scene but with other senior 
stalwarts in the congregation 
we must take a seat on the 
“back benches” and allow our 
younger members to set our 
future agenda. I think I can 
speak for most of us seniors 
and previous leaders, we are 
here for mentoring, advice and 
support if asked. 

I would like to talk about 
several topics in my last edito-
rial, community and outreach, 
Israel, synagogue, and the 
ongoing financial challenges 
with The Legacy Fund and 
our yearly operating budget.

As you can see, I now have 
an unmasked photo of myself. 
It appears that we may be 
emerging from the Covid hell 

continued on page 15



2

Quarterly 

by Kaiti Hannah
Answers on page 19
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This page is sponsored by Joe & Colleen Golumbia of Vancouver Island

The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel
Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home committed to deepening 
the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in the historical traditions of 
the Jewish people. We are a progressive, democratic and sensitive congregation responding to the widest 
spectrum of Jewish thought and practice.

Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY

THE BULLETIN
Editor-in-Chief  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .Steven Goluboff
Associate Editor . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Matthew Taras
Advertising Manager .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . Ron Gitlin
Circulation Manager  .. .. .. .. .. . Myla Deptuch
Layout & Graphic Design . .. .. .. Janet Eklund  
Proof Reading . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..Bruce Cameron
Cost of this issue with mailing .. .. .. .. .. $1300
Advertisements .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. $40/issue
Page Sponsorship .. .. .. $40/issue or $130/year
Issues Published . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 176
Issues/Year  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 4
If you are happy with the Bulletin and enjoy 
reading it, please consider sponsoring a page. 
Contact Steven Goluboff or Ron Gitlin.

E-Mail Address: s.goluboff@shaw.ca, 
jewishcommunity@sasktel.net, 

jteklund@shaw.ca 
website: http://agudasisrael.org

1. Why do we eat dairy products on Shavuot?
2.  What does an omer refer to?
3.  Which book is read on Shavout?
4.  How many sentences are in the ten 

commandments?
5.  What does “Shavuot” mean?
6.  What significant Jewish event does 

Shavuot mark?
7.  Which holiday is considered the saddest 

day in the Jewish calendar?
8,  What event does Tisha B’Av 

commemorate?
9.  Which book is read on Tisha B’Av?
10.  What does Tisha B’Av mean in English?
11.  How many weeks of mourning are 

observed prior to Tisha B’Av?

MAZEL TOV AND CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Steven and Rebecca Simpson on the 2nd Virtual Bar 

Mitzvah of their son, Adam Simpson on May 8th, 
2021. This was the first Bar Mitzvah in the renovated 

synagogue. The first Bar Mitzvah in the “new” 
synagogue in 1958 was the brother of the Editor-in-

Chief, Richard Goluboff of Vancouver. 
Sydney Burns, Joel Jodorkovsky and Gavin 

Sasko on the milestone of their graduation from 
CAI”s Hebrew School. 

Marc Sheckter and Catherine Delaney 
on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter Elle 

Delaney on June 12th, 2021. 
Arnie and Linda Shaw on the celebration of 
their 50th wedding anniversary on June 30th. 
In lieu of flowers, gifts, or good Scotch, they 

have suggested friends donate to the CAI Legacy Fund.
Jan Gitlin who has accepted her third five-year appointment as a Commissioner of the 

Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission.
Marsha and Grant Scharfstein upon the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, Lavie Glazer, son 

of Jennifer and Sa’ar Glazer on May 13th 2021 in Israel.
Patty (Landa) and Micha Puterman on the birth of a 

granddaughter,Sophie Puterman, a daughter to Moolie Puterman and 
Tehila Guy. Patty grew up in Saskatoon ( with Steven Goluboff and Alan 

Rosenberg) and has been a long time supporter of our community and 
The Legacy Project. 

Nancy Burns and Heather Ross on the celebration of their daughter Sydney Burn’s Bat 
Mitzvah on August 2nd 2021.

Michelle and Walter Siqueira on the celebration of their son Joseph’s Bar Mitzvah on 
August 21st, 2021

Dr. Steven Goluboff who will be retiring from his medical practice on July 31st, 2021. Dr. 
Daniel Ferhadi will be joining City Centre Family Physicians and assuming the care of 

many his patients. 

TODAH RABAH AND THANK YOU TO:
Marsha Scharfstein for being the Silver Plate Dinner’s “Treasurer Extraordinaire” for 

over 30 years and for being a long-time member of the Financial Affairs Committee, and 
the Synagogue and Ritual Committee from which she has recently retired.   We value her 

experience and service and expect she will continue to be a mentor and resource for future 
leaders. 

Ralph Katzman for his decades of service to CAI and his dedicated care of our cemetery. 
Ralph has retired as the Chairman of the Cemetery Committee. 
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From the President • Reflections and Thanks
Kevin Sharfe, President, CAI

I am not too sure 
where to begin as I sit 
down to write this col-
umn and reflect on the 
year that was. While I 
am excited about the 

upcoming summer season, I cannot help but 
feel the weight of the pandemic tugging at my 
feet. Moving forward is the only option but the 
emotional roller coaster in my rearview mirror 
has made it difficult to see straight. Covid-19 
has certainly imprinted itself into my life more 
than I would like to admit.

Over the past year I have developed what 
I like to call a “personal relationship” with 
The Coronavirus. The beginning stages of 
our courtship was a curious dance where we 
took turns leading. We moved in-step to the 
same track. One day I took him to the grocery 
store during peak hours and the next day he 
suggested that I stay home. That was ok. As 
I became more familiar with him, I decided 
to hide periodically by wearing a mask, but 
he made me feel that it wasn’t always neces-
sary. We were good. We even decided it was 

acceptable to have dinner with good friends 
and family. Over time, that changed. He took 
control. The rhythm of our dance skipped 
without warning and I realized that leading 
was no longer an option. Coronavirus was in 
total command and this new relationship was 
telling me how to live my life. To be clear, I 
am fully aware that my journey throughout this 
pandemic is consistent with my neighbours’, 
and I know that far too many of our members 
and friends have endured unimaginable hard-
ships. Ironically, it is the knowledge of our 
shared experience that has helped me recog-
nize what we must celebrate, together, as we 
look forward. Gratitude and thanks.

My snowbird parents stayed home this 
winter and sheltered themselves dutifully. I am 
grateful for the fast-approaching time when I 
will see them without a mask and hug them 
for days – it will certainly feel that way. I am 
excited to go on a date with my wife, Jordyn, 
where our biggest concern will be in choosing 
between steak or fish. I have learned to accept 
(reluctantly) the outrageous cost of a lumber 
and the unreasonable shipping delays which 

prolonged the reopening of Congregation 
Agudas Israel. My spirit is humming with 
enthusiasm as I think about celebrating our 
holidays and traditions in person and inside our 
new synagogue, while my fear of contracting 
Covid-19 is appropriately compartmentalized. 
In months to come I will remain cautious, but 
my relationship with him is much healthier 
now. Consequently, I see the other relation-
ships in my life more clearly. 

I am grateful for the family in my life and for 
the members of Congregation Agudas Israel 
(CAI). I am grateful for the commitment of 
our volunteers. I wholeheartedly appreciate 
the generosity of our members and friends who 
have made the renovation of our synagogue 
and Jewish Community Center possible. A 
building is nothing without the people who 
fill it. I stand in your honour, and I do so with 
overwhelming appreciation.

As we embark on new beginnings inside 
our freshly renovated synagogue, a special 
moment of gratitude must be taken to ac-
knowledge Grant Scharfstein. Although it took 
a village, and Peter Tracey must be praised 

Courage and Context
by Matthew Taras, Associate Editor

In the earliest days, 
as a new transplant to 
the Saskatoon Jewish 
community, it could 
be challenging to go to 
synagogue. Not only 

was it not my habit, but I had a young baby to 
contend with. It is not hyperbole to say that it 
is because those who regularly attend services 
embraced us that my family is so active in the 
community today. 

Although many people welcomed us with 
open arms, Steven Goluboff played a special 
role in my integration and membership. Some-
times that role was playing surrogate Zayda 
(and mohel) to our son at services so that 
my wife could learn the prayers and order of 
service. Sometimes that meant that he would 
teach me, with patience, some of the ins-and-
outs of the Saskatoon community that was 
unfamiliar to me. Steven taught me about the 
history, the major players, and the structure of 

our organization. I know it was Steven who 
lobbied the leadership to appoint me (and me 
to put my name forward) for, first, the Finance 
Committee and eventually the Board. 

When I initially asked Steven how I could 
get more involved, he suggested that I help him 
with the Bulletin. I know now, even if I didn’t 
grasp it then, that the Bulletin was this amazing 
thing Steven had made. This was something he 
created and molded into a legitimate vehicle 
for local Jewish thought to flourish.  

I have learned through observation, that 
this is no easy task. I have seen Steven make 
often tough decisions about what to publish 
and I have seen him troubled by the ramifica-
tions of some of those decisions. I have seen 
him doggedly reach out to members to elicit 
contributions; and I’ve seen him push, often 
hard, for answers when none were freely given 
as to why an article was delayed or not forth-
coming.  I have also seen him disappointed 
when it seemed that others were not taking it 

as seriously as he was. 
It takes commitment and determination to 

run a publication that often (I don’t delude 
myself) people do not spend as much effort 
reading as it takes to put together.

It takes courage to make decisions about 
what should be published that you know other 
people may not agree with. 

I have always felt, that under Steven Gol-
uboff, our community has produced a Bulletin 
that has a higher degree of quality and passion 
and integrity than a place like Saskatoon could 
have reasonably expected to host. I only hope 
that we find some way to meaningfully cel-
ebrate the honour that he has bestowed upon 
us through his efforts. 

Now it appears that the responsibility to 
continue this tradition, which has been under 
Steven’s careful watch going on 30 years, falls 
upon me. As of the next issue, I will be taking 
over for Steven as Editor-in-Chief of the CAI 

continued on page 14
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Divrei Harav – Rabbi Claudio’s Message
Our Role in the Israeli – Palestinian Conflict: Shifting the conversation
by Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky

continued on page 17

Theatre in the Park 
was born in Congrega-
tion Agudas Israel. Lit-
erally. Nine years ago, 
I had just returned to 
Saskatoon from study-
ing and working out of 

province. I wanted to make professional live 
theatre more accessible to our city. I shared 
my idea with Marsha Scharfstein, explaining 
I needed a place to rehearse a large outdoor 
show – without having a budget to pay rent. 
I remember the moment Marsha and I were 
standing in the Synagogue Hall, she looked 
at me and said: “this could be a rehearsal 
hall – and the park is right out back.” In that 
moment the first Theatre in the Park became 
possible – and the relationship between Sum 
Theatre and Congregation Agudas 
Israel began. 

Nobody does anything worth-
while alone. Shortly after Marsha 
arranged the free rehearsal space, 
David Katzman and the members of 
B’nai Brith Lodge #739 offered the 
first financial support for Theatre in 
the Park. Michael Shaw and Rebec-
ca Simpson of Centennial 360 added 

their sponsorship, and so did Kevin Sharfe and 
Sherwood Chevrolet – becoming our first title 
sponsor in our third season. The list of people 
and their kindness goes on, including Grant 

Scharfstein 
and his firm 
a r r a n g i n g 
t h e  d o c u -
ments for our 
company to 
get charita-
ble s tatus, 
Heather Fe-
nyes making 

boatloads of hummus for our 
community discussions fol-
lowing our production of My 
Rabbi and dozens of CAI mem-
bers regularly attending 
the world premieres of 
plays in beautiful Raoul 
Wallenberg Park. 

Theatre in the Park is now nine years old. 
The idea to make professional live theatre ac-
cessible to our greater community has become 
a Saskatoon summer tradition. Before the 
pandemic our shows averaged 300 people per 
performance, with over 7000 audiences par-

ticipating every summer. 
I am moved every time 
I hear a parent share that 
their children have grown 
up watching Theatre in the 
Park. Sum Theatre tries 
to use theatre to build and 
strengthen community. 
We do this by offering 
theatre free in different 
neighbourhoods – and 
by making original plays 

Sum Theatre Returns To The Park This Summer!
by Joel Bernbaum

Queen Seraphina and the 
Land of Vertebraat 2

Little Badger and the Fire Spirit 
photo by Matt Ramage

As most of you, I 
was appalled during 
the last weeks by the 
news coming from the 
war in Israel. More 

than three thousand rockets fell into Israel 
by Hamas which left twelve people killed 
and many injured. There was considerable 
damage to houses and buildings, including 
schools and public infrastructure. If it hadn’t 
been for Iron Dome, the sophisticated Israeli 
anti-missile defense system, casualties would 
have been far higher. Israel responded with a 
harsh attack which left hundred of killed in 
the Gaza strip, including dozens of children, 
many injured and extensive damage. Despite 
where your political views are, I think for all 
this was a terrible humanitarian disaster.

A few days before the cease fire, a friend 

who is not very learned about the conflict, 
asked me how I was coping with the situation, 
knowing that I had lived in Israel and have 
many relatives and friends there. I told her 
that on one hand I was, of course, very wor-
ried, but at the same time I was feeling very 
skeptical. I wasn’t seeing much difference in 
comparison to previous escalations: Rockets 
falling from Gaza into civilian population, a 
strong response from Israel against Hamas, 
death and destruction. I also told her that I 
believed a cease fire will come sooner than 
later and then, most probably, another United 
Nation’s investigation, which are usually 
proven to be useless and biased against Israel. 

While I didn’t see much change in com-
parison to the last Gaza escalation of 2014, 
I did find a very concerning radicalization 
of the reactions by both Israel and Palestine 

supporters outside the Middle East. In this ex-
tremely polarized world, many feel pushed to 
participate in a parallel war of verbal attacks, 
condemnation and even violence, where you 
have to choose sides and share your views. 
In this parallel war, you must be either an 
Israel or Palestine supporter, and any well-
intentioned comment that tries to be balanced 
is censored as wrong, partial, disloyal, insen-
sitive, ignorant, violent, irrational, etc. Even 
my son’s grade 7 teacher felt she had to say 
to her students that she “wasn’t with Israel” 
in the conflict. 

The Israel-Palestine conflict is one of the 
few conflicts, if not the only one, where people 
gave themselves permission to be extremely 
simplistic in their analysis, as if political con-
flicts wouldn’t have a documented history, a 

continued on page 15
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Not A Pandemic Story
by Gladys Rose

continued on page 10

Just a few weeks ago Ari and I participated 
in a zoom celebration of Israel's Independence 
Day, with some of the members of the 
Congregation Agudas Israel. We were so 
happy to see you all, we miss you very much. 
We talked about many things, while Covid, 
of course, and all its many influences, were 
a major part of the conversation. Mainly, we 
felt how similar many of the things we all 
went through worldwide were - lockdowns, 
school systems shut, our children having to 
manage with something unthinkable, which 
we couldn't prepare them for. There was, and 
in many ways still is, chaos. 

We spoke about the fact that corona-wise, 
Israel is in a pretty good situation - given that 
over 60% of the adult population is vaccinated 
- little did we know that the future days would 
lead to this recent catastrophe.

We also spoke about Independence Day and 
Ari and I updated what we are both up to these 
days. So just to get you all up to speed - we 
live in Givataim which is a city adjacent to 
Tel Aviv. We moved here after Adam was born 
(our first born, almost three years old, very 
opinionated toddler) for two main reasons: 

The first was to be closer to our friends and 
close family, so now we are a few minutes 
walk or bicycle ride from them.

The second reason was that we had spent 
six years in Jerusalem, after returning from 
the Shlichut in Saskatoon. As you might 
know, Jerusalem is not a very tranquil city 
to live in. We lived there during what they 
call here "the Knife Intifada" which was 

“What is a cause 
that is important to 
you?:  Save a Child’s 
Heart”

I was asked this 
question a few months 
ago.  I realize that this 

cause is not as widely known as it deserves to 
be.  So here is a brief summary:

Save a Child’s Heart is a voluntary 
organization in Israel.  Its purpose is to heal, 
by surgery and medical treatment, heart 
problems in children that, untreated, would 
likely result in death. Children whose hearts 

need “fixing” come from developing countries 
which lack trained heart specialists.  Groups 
of Israeli cardiologists, surgeons and nurses 
go to these countries to identify such children 
with congenital or rheumatic heart disease.  
The children are then flown to Israel, usually 
accompanied by an adult relative.  Children 
of all religions, ethnicities and races are 
included.  All the children’s and parents’ 
expenses are covered by the organization, and 
frequently their stay in Israel is many months 
long. The program also brings young doctors 
and nurses to Israel from various countries 
to be trained in the required skills before 

returning home.
Save a Child’s Heart (SACH) has treated 

over 5,700 children from Africa, Asia, 
Eastern Europe, the Americas, the Palestinian 
Authority and Gaza.  One young mother from 
Africa, who was treated as a child, has now 
had a baby with a similar condition which was 
treated by SACH as well.

 You can learn more about this impressive 
organization at https://saveachildsheart.org

Editor's Note: Gladys is a long time full 
member of CAI living in Toronto.

Wisdom From Our Shlichim 
by Tamar and Ari Ben Dror

basically Arab teenagers attacking Jews with 
improvised home weapons. On top of that, t 
the ultraorthodox basically controlled the city 
(in many ways) - we felt we 
served our time. 

We moved to the center 
where we (mainly I) would 
feel safer going on walks 
with Adam in a stroller - but 
on our third night in our new 
apartment, just outside of 
Tel Aviv - the too familiar 
alarms went off, and we had 
to run in the middle of the 
night to the bomb shelter in 
our building. 

This is how we came to 
know our neighbors. To put 
things in context - it was 
March 2019 and the bombs 
were coming from Gaza. In 
Israel, sirens are something 
that sadly and no matter 
where you live we have to 
deal with. They are a high-
pitched sound designed to 
emulate the cry of a young 
baby. And it's one of the scariest sounds in 
my opinion. 

So, as luck would have it, we came to feel 
safer, but found ourselves scared in a bomb 
shelter. It was just that once, until last week. 

Life went on the way it does, I started a new 
job in a law firm dealing with many public 
affairs, but kept feeling that most of the time 

I'm not able to use my expertise to create more 
good. I volunteered quite a bit, and enjoyed 
being a lawyer, but that nudge to be on the 

"good" side was bugging 
me often. Ari had begun 
working as a lawyer (yes we 
are both lawyers, luckily I'm 
the only litigator, and Adam 
is too young to be the judge) 
in the Ministry of Finance, 
and commuting  every day 
to Jerusalem. 

During the first corona 
l o c k d o w n ,  w h e n  t h e 
preschool  shut  down, 
I decided it was a good 
opportunity for me to seek 
a different path. Ari started 
to work from home and 
it was easier not having 
to rush to work in the 
morning. I volunteered a lot 
for different human rights 
organizations as a lawyer - 
and was finally happy that 
I could do good with my 
education. I also quickly 

found my dream job, where I work today - a 
non-profit organization called "Itach-Maaki, 
women lawyers for social justice". It is a 
Jewish-Arab organization, meaning half of the 
staff are Arab lawyers and half are Jewish - all 
Israelis. We have many projects - the one that 
I am part of, is a hotline providing legal aid 
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Ralph Katzman has 
recently retired from 
his position as man-
ager of the Agudas Is-
rael Cemetery.  Ralph 
has been voluntarily 

caring for the Agudas Israel Cemetery for the 
past thirty years.  He took over the manage-
ment of the Congregation’s cemetery with a 
long-range plan of gradual improvements.  
Under his care and guidance, equipment was 
obtained, electrical and water services intro-
duced, and a new multipurpose building was 
constructed to house and protect the equip-
ment.  Along with his maintenance work, 
his role in preparing for burials and working 
with the chair of Chevra Kadisha has been 
invaluable in creating a sensitive funeral en-
vironment for our community.  His dedicated 
and generous efforts have resulted in a serene, 
quietly beautiful environment where families 
can visit in peace.

In recognition of his dedicated service, 
he was honoured in 2011 with the Gerry 
Rose Volunteer Award.  In September, 2019, 
Ralph was honoured by the Western Canada 
Cemetery Association with a Certificate of 
Appreciation for 25 years of Service.  This 

award acknowledged his two, 2-year terms as 
President of the Association and many years 
as Director of  WCCA for Saskatchewan.  Un-
til recently, he has also assisted as a resource 
Historian and Guide for people undertaking 
managerial responsibility for new cemeteries 
in the Western provinces.

On behalf of Congregation Agudas Israel, 
we thank Ralph for his dedicated service to 
our community and the development of our 
pristine cemetery. 

Agudas Israel Cemetery News
by Lesley-Ann Crone, Chair, CAI Chevra Kadisha

We must also acknowl-
edge and thank Jay Avivi 
for his many years of vol-
untary commitment and 
invaluable contributions 
to the Chevra Kadisha,  
including his tireless work 
at the cemetery.  We are 
grateful to Jay for his kind 
and expert assistance dur-
ing the transition to our 
new cemetery manage-
ment.

On April 1, 2021,  Giles 
Saulnier accepted the po-
sition of Operations Man-
ager and Groundskeeper 

for the Agudas Israel Cemetery.  We look 
forward to our association 
with Giles, who we know, 
from our interactions with 
him in the past two months, 
will honour Ralph’s legacy 
by ensuring the highest 
standards of care for our 
cemetery.

Giles Saulnier

President of Western Canada Cemetery Association presenting 
the Certificate of Appreciation for 25 years of service to Ralph 
Katzman, September 2019.  

May 20, 2021 
was Day 11 of 

the Israel- Palestine conflict 
where missiles and rockets were exchanged 
between Israel and Hamas. Hours before the 
ceasefire, a webinar hosted by Hand in Hand 
(HIH) detailed the local experience of Jewish 

and Arab* moderates. The webinar also suggest-
ed a way forward through dialogue to build trust 
and between Jews and Arabs in a shared and 
equal society. It was a novel, inspiring, and 
fundamentally human message.

Some of you may recognize HIH from the 
Lee Gordon presentation in the CAI building a 
couple of years ago. HIH is an organization of 
public schools in Israel where Arabs and Jews 
– students and teachers – are wholly integrated 
in a bilingual setting that gives equal status to 
both languages, cultures and national narratives. 
It also fosters integrated communities of student 
families or alumni.

HIH CEO Dani Elazar and Communities 
Director Mohamad Marzouk described the ex-
perience in Israel from an on-the-ground Jewish 
and Arab perspective, respectively. Although 
political tensions are not new, the violent clashes 
between Arabs and Jews at the community level 

had never been experienced, especially in these 
sizes and numbers. Roving groups of young 
men from one group were walking through 
neighbourhoods and marking the doors of the 
other. Private buses were sent to bring university 
students home because public transit wasn’t 
safe. The presenters described visceral fear for 
their safety and the safety of their loved ones.

After their shock subsided, they and others at 
HIH realized their organization was uniquely 
positioned to help its communities through the 
fear because it deliberately creates safe spaces 
for open dialogue between people. “Dialogue 
is our way to deal with the challenges we 
face,” said Mohamad. With the help of skilled 
facilitators, topics are discussed between staff, 
then parents, and only after that with students. 
Disagreement is expected and experienced 
similar to that between family members; people 

Hand In Hand is Planting the Seed 
of a Shared Society in Israel

by Vicky Taras and Heather Englebert

continued on page 13
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W o u l d 
y o u  l i k e 
to help us 
c o m p l e t e 
this project 
– we are still 
looking for 
donations.  
To help us 
c o m p l e t e 
this magnif-
icent proj-
ect.  If you 
would like to 
sponsor a To-
rah cover for 
$1500-2000, a set of Rimonim for $500-1000, 
the reupholstering of the chairs $1500, a Yad 
$200-500 or to make a general contribution 
please contact Simonne at simonne.horwitz@
usask.ca or 306-251-1200 to discuss it.  This 
is a very special time in our community and 
your donation will make a difference for years 
to come.  A very special thank-you to those 
who have already donated and supported this 
project.

This Page is sponsored by  Toby Rose and Les Klein of Toronto  and sons Jonathon, Solomon and Benjamin

Hi Everybody. It’s 
time for the Annual 

Hadassah-WIZO Campaign. 
I’m proud that even though our Saskatoon 

CHW Chapter has been inactive this year, 
many of you still generously support the CHW 
Campaign. I would like to encourage more of 
you to do so too. 

For more than 100 years, donors have made 
it possible for children to receive help in 
their time of greatest need. When you give to 
CHW, you are also providing care for patients 
at CHW affiliate hospitals, opportunities for 
higher education and helping women reach 
their full potential.

Here’s the difference YOU made last year 
(2020 Campaign)
•  400 Children –   at 6 CHW Daycare 

Centres – received care and enrichment 
classes, hot meals and exceptional 
educational opportunities.

•  1,300 Students – at CHW Hadassim 
Children and Youth Village - Youth felt 

at home, having the opportunity to learn 
and excel in their studies.

•  1,580 Students – at CHW Nahalal 
Children and Youth Village - Youth were 
well-equipped to excel both socially and 
academically through the resources offered 
to them at Nahalal Youth Village.

•  75 Students –  at CHW Netanya 
Technological High School – Students 
received vocational training that prepares 
them for a sustainable and fulfilling career.

•  1,100 Students – at CHW Neri 
Bloomfield Academy of Design – 
Students received a high level of training 
in Academic and Diploma Programs

•  4,600 Students – at Hadassah Academic 
College – Students received a high level 
of academic training to secure jobs with a 
future.

•  165,340 Patients – at Hadassah Hospital 
– Patients were given life-saving 
emergency medical treatments.

•  5,800 Births –   at Hadassah Hospital 

– a 30% increase in the number of annual 
births subsequent to the upgrades in the 
new Labour and Delivery Unit.

•  350 Patients –  at the Shamir Medical 
Centre (Assaf Harofeh)- Patients received 
life-saving treatments at the CHW Debbie 
Eisenberg and Gary Levene Pediatric 
Intensive Care Unit (PICU).

•  4,000 Women –  called the WIZO 
Parental Hotline – Women received 
immediate assistance when they were in 
need.

•  1,800 Women – at CHW’s Community 
and Women’s Centres – Women’s lives 
were enriched through social and cultural 
activities.

186,345 Lives Improved!  Life is Price-
less…. Can one calculate the cost of impact-
ing 186,345 lives?

Please send your gift today. To donate on-
line, visit www.chw.ca or call me (Linda) 
at 306-227-1739.

by Linda Shaw

The Synagogue and 
Ritual committee has 
two main aims for 
the next few months: 
re-opening our new 
building to Covid safe 
in-person activities 

and Shabbat serviced and the renewal of the 
Bimah.  We are so very excited to be back in 
our beautiful sanctuary and also to have the 
new Torah covers, Parochet and refinished 
furniture ready.

The Board has agreed to the safe opening of 
the building once we have official occupancy 
rights and details of the Covid protocols will 
be sent to congregants soon.  At the moment 
we are working with Rabbi Claudio and 
Kevin to plan for restarting in person services.  
However, we are aware that not everyone will 
feel comfortable being back in person and that 
there are people for whom remote services 
allowed access that they had not previously 
had.  We are working on creating a hybrid 
model where services can be accessed both 
remotely and in person.  This is a whole new 
technical world and we are committed to con-
tinue to have services which are meaningful, 

spiritually uplifting and interactive so please 
be patient while we work out the details. 

Linked to that is the project to renew the 
Bimah and replace the Torah Covers, Paro-
chet, Torah Rimonim and Crowns and Yads 
while also refinishing and fixing the Torah 
table and chairs which will be reupholstered.  
This is an incredibly exciting project and 
we have chosen designs that will highlight 
the new building and the nature of the com-
munity.  We are privileged to be working 
with a remarkable women (originally from 
Montreal) now living and working in Bnei 
Brak in Israel.  You can see Chana’s work here 
https://www.myparochet.com/.  For Chana the 
Parochet and Torah covers are more than just 
embroidery threads and velvet, they are an 
important part of the ambience, atmosphere 
and spirituality of our sanctuary.  She will 
work with us to make sure they symbolise 
the best of who we are and who we strive to 
be in our new space.  She brings a spiritual-
ity and love of Judaism to every stitch – they 
will be made in Israel, from Israeli material, 
with love.  These are the inspirations we are 
drawing from and the specific shades and pat-
terns are in the process of being worked out.

Bimah Renewal And Synagogue Re-Opening
by Simonne Horwitz
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we design and print...
 Brochures
 Newsletters
 Flyers
 Posters
 Presentation Folders
 Laser Cheques
 Stationery
 Annual reports
 Business Forms
 Carbonless Forms

Tel. 306.955.3373 • Fax. 306.955.5739

 Textbooks
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... to your specifications and satisfaction

217 Jessop Avenue • Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7N 1Y3

Scharfstein Gibbings 
Walen Fisher LLP

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 
Michael R. Scharfstein, B.Comm., J.D.

P 306-653-2838   •   F 306-652-4747
mscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com  

200 Princeton Tower   •  123 -2nd Ave. S
Saskatoon, SK S7K 7E6  
www.scharfsteinlaw.com

Bringing Arab and Jewish children together 
for over 20 years, breaking down boundaries 
and hatred and creating community and peace.
As many of you know, my cousin Patsy Landa 
lives in Israel. Her email response to my wor-
rying about her and her family in early May, 
during the escalating friction between Hamas 
and Israel, was understandably glum.

She explained that the external threat - the 
rockets from Gaza –are frightening, but that 
the internal civil violence is also real and 
tragic. It is unravelling “the fragile seams of 
Jewish- Arab shared living here” that is even 
more frightening. Patsy wrote: “I can’t tell 
you how horrible this is for all of us, Jews and 
Arabs, who have worked so long to build trust 
and common ground; to see it disintegrate in 
front of our eyes into chaos, death and destruc-
tion. I’m heartbroken.  She continued, more 
optimistically, to say “But we’re not broken. 
There are many initiatives to join forces, both 
political and social, to build a much stronger 
foundation for shared living.” 

And then she forwarded to me a letter about 
a small but inspiring non-profit organization 
she works with that is “an example of the spirit 
and determination that’s keeping hope alive” 
-  the Freddie Krivine Initiative. Its focus is on 
building a shared society in Israel – through 
tennis!!!  Here is the letter, in the hope that 
some of you will also be interested in this 
organization:

Dear Linda,
On Sunday night (May 9th), despite the 

deteriorating situation, the Freddie Krivine 
Initiative held an event for 35 Jewish and Arab 
kids in northern Israel - who came together to 
play tennis, get to know each other, compete 
for prizes and break the Ramadan fast with 
a joint Iftar meal. A great festive and neigh-
bourly spirit was felt by all, team spirit and 
tennis bought everyone together. 

Even more important than perhaps the event 
itself was that photos of the meeting were 
highlighted on various local Facebook 
groups, where hundreds of Israelis both Jews 
and Arabs welcomed the coming together of 
children despite the atmosphere in the country 
and many contacted FKI to ask them how they 
too can take part in future events.

With this positive feedback, FKI are begin-
ning to plan their summer camps, which this 
year will be split into two weeks for different 

ages - a huge task 
ahead!

They need to fun-
draise 10,500 US$  
by July to cover the 
costs for the summer 
programs - and I 
was wondering per-
haps you would be 
interested to help 
us reach that goal by donating? You can see 
here options regarding ways to donate on our 
website: https://fkf-tennis.org/donate/

I attach some photos from Sunday night 
for you to soak in the atmosphere, and you 
can read more about FKI on their website: 
ww.fkf-tennis.org

Lee Wilson, Managing Director 

Through the Freddie Krivine Initia-
tive many hundreds of Arab children 
have an opportunity to learn to play 
and enjoy the game of tennis.  Our 
mission is to ensure that through 
tennis Arab children can feel a part of 
Israeli society and are treated equally 
in the sporting and civil arenas.

He was known as Israel’s “Mr Tennis”!
Freddie Krivine was the quintessential 

charming English gentlemen. Born in Har-
rogate, England, in 1920, and educated in 
England and France, he attended the Pardes 
Hannah Agricultural College in 1935, learning 
Hebrew and establishing a strong link to the 
country. He returned to Britain in 1938 and 
at the outbreak of World War II, he joined the 
British army.

A lifelong tennis aficionado, in 1972 Fred-
die became one of the six founder trustees 
of the Israel Tennis Centers. He settled in 
Israel in 1984 continuing his involvement with 
tennis. As Director of Women’s Tennis, he 
worked tirelessly to ensure the most talented 

girls could play the international 
circuit. As a result, for several 
years Israel had three women 
players (Smashnova, Obziler and 
Peer) in the top hundred.

Freddie’s other passion was to 
support tennis in the Arab sector 
by introducing tennis programmes 
into the community.  His dream, 
he said, was to see an Arab Israeli 

play Wimbledon. Freddie was elected Presi-
dent of the Israel Tennis Association (ITA) in 
1992, a post he held until his death in 2005. 
The Freddie Krivine Initiative Charity was 
founded in 2005 by Jane Krivine to continue 
her father’s work.

Patsy and Benny Landa are long time 
friends of CAI and major donors to the Legacy 
Fund Donations to the Freddie Irving Initia-
tive can be made at www.fkf-tennis.org.

Tennis in Israel
by Linda Shaw
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Article from B’nai Brith Canada
An Unprecedented Barrage of Violence and Hate

submitted by David Katzman, President – Saskatoon B’nai Brith Lodge 739

continued on page 17

On March 26, our BBYO chapter’s 
coordinator, Malvina Rapko, asked our group 
for volunteers to help with the organizing and 
distribution of the passover 
foods  we’d  jus t  go t t en 
delivered from other Jewish 
communities across Canada.

Several groups needed to 
rally to get these foods to us 
in time, as there was a shortage 
of Passover foods here in 
Saskatoon.

Thankfully we got lots of 
support from other BBYO 
chapters across Canada, and 
were able to get these important 
Passover items in time.

This was, of course, such an 
important cause, and I was happy to volunteer 
to help. We organized and labelled the items, 
and prepared them to be picked up by the 

members of our Jewish community.
It meant a lot to be part of something so 

meaningful to Saskatoon’s Jewish community, 
a n d  i t  w a s 
incredible how 
quickly this all 
came together. 
Of course this 
wouldn’t have 
e v e n  b e e n 
possible if not 
for Malvina and 
the impressive 
a m o u n t  o f 
work she put 
in .  I t  was  a 
r ea l l y  g r ea t 
experience, and 

this being my first year in BBYO I think it’s 
a great example of what the organization 
stands for.

BBYO Helps Saskatoon Obtain Passover Products 
by Elle Delaney

The fighting in the 
middle east  may be 
halting. But violence 

against jews at home cannot continue.
Canada’s Jewish community continues to 

endure a massive outburst of antisemitism in 
the wake of recent fighting between Israel and 
the Hamas terrorist group.

Over the past week, B’nai Brith Canada’s 
Anti-Hate Hotline has been ringing off the 
hook with reports of harassment, vandalism 
and online bullying from Jews across the 
country. Most shockingly, the number of 
antisemitic assaults recorded so far in May 
of 2021 easily surpasses the total for all of 
2020. Similarly alarming rises in anti-Jewish 
incidents have also taken place across many 
parts of Europe and North America.

Last Wednesday, B’nai Brith was the 
first group to warn that failures to enforce 
public health orders and anti-hate speech 
laws at anti-Israel protests would likely lead 
to violence. Sadly, the Jewish human rights 
organization was proven correct. 

Last Saturday, a massive and illegal anti-
Israel rally was held in downtown Toronto. 

As pro-Israel counter-protestors were being 
escorted away by police, mayhem ensued as 
pro-Palestinian attendees broke through the 
barricade and attacked them.

The next day, a peaceful pro-Israel rally 
was held in Montreal, where outdoor 
demonstrations remain legal. Anti-Israel 
extremists repeatedly attacked the attendees, 
throwing stones, using teargas and calling 
them “dirty Jews.” Police 
eventually dispersed the 
rally as a result of the 
violence.

A n t i - I s r a e l 
d e m o n s t r a t o r s  i n 
Toronto and London, 
Ont. displayed the Nazi 
swastika. In Vancouver 
and Toronto, they praised 
Hamas and lauded its 
rocket barrages against 
Israeli civilians in Tel Aviv, while in 
Mississauga, attendees even sang about 
carrying out armed “operations” against 
“Zionists.”

In the days since the massive protests, 

antisemitic incidents have continued to 
occur. In Montreal and Edmonton, Jews 
have been targeted and harassed in their 
own neighbourhoods by individuals seeking 
“revenge” against innocent Canadian Jews for 
events in the Middle East.

“This past week has been a shocking 
and harrowing experience for the Jewish 
community,” said Michael Mostyn, Chief 

Executive Officer of B’nai Brith Canada. “For 
the first time in their lives, many have had 
their sense of safety and security in Canada 
seriously challenged.”

“This past week has been a shocking 
and harrowing experience for the Jewish 
community,” said Michael Mostyn, Chief 
Executive Officer of B’nai Brith Canada. 

“For the first time in their lives, many 
have had their sense of safety and security 

in Canada seriously challenged.”
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Our Collective Memory - Our Legacy
A Dvar Torah

(based on an article written by Rabbi Rafi Foirstein in 2007, YNet News)
by Perry Romberg, Regional Communities Consultant, Jewish Federations of Canada - UIA

Pesach and the Sed-
ers are now a memory. 

It may seem odd that I write an article about 
Pesach for the Agudas Israel Summer Bul-
letin. However, given the difficult challenges 
we, as a People, face in Israel with rocket 
attacks & we here in the Diaspora with rising 
anti-Semitism,  there is a national theme from 
the Seder that can give us hope & strength. 

The message also relates to the newly renovat-
ed Agudas Israel and the “Legacy” you have 
created to ensure your community’s future.

As we mature, each of us at some point 
ponders what we will leave behind as a legacy. 
Our physical lives are limited, but each of us 
would like to leave a mark, even a small one, 
on this earth. We take photos endlessly (Why, 
actually? How often do we look at albums 
from our youth?), and wealthy people use 
monuments, plaques, and good deeds to be 
remembered. People have children and give 
them the names of the previous generation, as 
if to say that the chain is continuing. 

The Seder provides a profound answer to 

this existential need, namely, to leave a part 
of us behind-our legacy. 

“Each of us has four great-grandfathers and 
four great-grandmothers. How many of their 
names do you remember? What did they do? 
Where did they live? It was only 150 years 
ago or less. And let’s not forget, a human be-
ing’s most basic identity is his name. Human 
memory is swept away by the present and 

gives little attention 
to the past.

We may not have 
known our  great 
grandfather/mother, 
but we know with 
certainty what they 
were doing on seder 
night 150 years ago. 
They were eating bit-
ter herbs and charoset 
and reading from the 

ancient Haggadah. Perhaps this year we are 
reading the Haggadah. We won’t understand 
everything in it, but even through our some-
what incomprehensible reading we’ll connect 
to our past and our future in the endless time 
tunnel. The Seder is the night we declare we 
have roots.”( Rabbi Rafi Foirstein)

The Seder deals with our national col-
lective, with our Exodus and redemption to 
freedom and after 40 years of wandering in the 
desert, entering the Promised Land of Israel. 
There is very little material in the Haggadah 
that deals with “I”.  The private existence of 
most human beings will be forgotten. Not 
even our great leader Moshe (Moses) is men-

tioned in the Haggadah. 
At the end of the Haggadah, in the song, 

“Had Gadyah,” there is a description of G-d 
slaughtering the Angel of Death. This surpris-
ing end symbolically describes one of the 
hidden goals of the seder, which is the victory 
over death.

What is this victory over death? The Seder 
calls upon us to add our personal story to the 
national story through the Seder & its rituals. 
So that each one of us is linked to our national 
identity as the Seder provides us with a night 
in which we pass along the collective memory, 
the tribal memory and build on it. That is the 
“personal mark” we leave on our families & 
next generations. From this perspective the 
Haggadah does not end. It invites us to add 
our own chapters to the ongoing exodus from 
Egypt, whose goal is to build a Jewish people 
securely in our own land. Our personal exodus 
is retold year in & year out by recalling our 
grandfathers and grandmothers  and the lands 
they left (whether from Morocco or Algeria, 
Yemen or Tunisia, Germany or Poland, the 
USSR or Ethiopia)to build our very own 
communities here in Canada & elsewhere 
worldwide. 

The Seder night is the time when we pass on 
or pass over the history & roots of our People. 
The seder reminds us of our roots, our begin-
nings & our becoming a free people. Whether 
we are religious, traditional, spiritual, or 
secular this night enables us to pass on the 
tradition of the Jewish People. The Seder night 
is about LEGACY, it is about acknowledging 
our ancestral roots and recognizing we still 
belong to the same chain. And even if we’re 
very different from our grandparents’ grand-
parents, we still belong to the same chain. We 
are still connected to the same ancient tribe 
that refuses to die and is still living, kicking, 
and breathing, and strives to fulfill itself com-
pletely.” (Rabbi Rafi Foirstein)

The story of Pesach, of national community 
building, lives on in the Legacy of Congre-
gation Agudas Israel, Saskatoon. Your new 
building is not just bricks & mortar but a 
commitment to the next generations  of Jews 
in your hometown who will add their mark 
to that of the national legacy of Am Yisrael.
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As we mature, each of us at some point ponders 
what we will leave behind as a legacy. Our 
physical lives are limited, but each of us would 
like to leave a mark, even a small one, on this 
earth.
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Biography of the Month: Daniel Schorr 
by Stan Schroeder

Editor’s Note: Stan Schroeder is the Editor 
of  Congregation Shir Ami’s “Shir Notes” in 
Los Angeles which also won a Gold Medal for 
“Bulletins.” He writes biographies of famous 
Jews and has offered to share them with us. 
This article was first published in the Shir Notes. 
Steven Goluboff and Stan met each other in 
Jerusalem to discuss their community Bulletins 
several years ago

July 23, 2010  the U.S.and the world lost 
one of the most respected newscasters, whose 
career spanned seven decades. Daniel Louis 
Schorr, who was born August 31, 1916 in 
the Bronx, New York, died in a Washington 
hospital at the age of 93.

The son of Russian Jewish immigrants, 
Schorr attended DeWitt Clinton High School 
in the West Bronx, where he worked on the 
Clinton News, the school paper. He went on to 
graduate from City College of New York, in 
1939, while working for the Jewish Daily Bul-
letin. He had been writing for this newpaper 
of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency during col-
lege, and continued until 1941. During World 
War II Schorr served in Army Intelligence.

Following the war Schorr worked several 
years as a stringer. In 1953, he joined CBS 
News as one of the recruits of Edward R. 
Murrow (becoming part of the later genera-
tion of Murrow’s Boys). In 1955, with the 
post-Stalin thaw in the Soviet Union, he 
received accreditation to open a CBS bureau 
in Moscow. In June 1957, he obtained an ex-
clusive interview with Nikita Khrushchev, 
the Soviet Communist party chief. It aired 
on CBS’s Face the Nation, Schorr’s first 
tele-vision interview. Schorr left the Soviet 
Union later that year because he defied Soviet 
censorship laws. 

In 1959, CBS sent him to Poland to film a 
feature on Poland and Auschwitz. While there, 
he and his crew chanced upon a caravan of 
about 10 horse-drawn wagons, carrying a few 
dozen people and piled high with their posses-
sions. Stopping to talk to them, he discovered 
that they were Polish Jews and that he could 
converse with them in the Yiddish that he had 
hardly used since childhood. They had come 
across the border from the Soviet Union and 
were on their way to a railway station, bound 
for Vienna, and from there to Israel.

His camera crew soon set up in the muddy 
road, and he interviewed them in Yid-
dish. They couldn’t tell him how it was that 
they were permitted to travel to Israel.  Out 
of consideration for Arab opinion, Russia 
and its satellites officially banned emigration 
to Israel.

Back in Warsaw the next day, Schorr con-
sulted the Israeli minister, Shimon Amir, a 
chess-playing friend. After telling Amir his 
experience, Amir confided in him that Israel 
had made an arrangement with the Russian 

and Polish governments.
Under this agreement, Jews who had lived 

in the border area that Russia annexed from 
Poland could cross the border into Poland and 
emigrate from there. However, there must be 
no public acknowledgement. This created an 
ethical dilemma for Schorr. As a newsman 
he felt he should show this 
extraordinary interview. But 
as a Jew (and compassionate 
person) he realized he would 
be jeopardizing the Jews 
who would leave under the 
agree-ment. Schorr never 
submitted the interview 
film.

Schorr covered presi-
dents from Dwight Eisen-
hower through Barack 
Obama, and clashed with 
many. He provoked the 
ire of Eisenhower in 1959 
by reporting the impend-
ing resignation of Secre-
tary of State John Foster Dulles. But the 
most publicized confrontation came in 
1973 when Richard Nixon’s 1971 “Enemies 
List” was made public. John Dean submit-
ted the list during the Senate Watergate 
hearings. Schorr 
and the other TV 
reporters were 
handed copies of 
the list and read 
them into their 
own broadcast 
mikes. Schorr 
was broadcast-
ing live for CBS. 
The l i s t  con-
tained twenty 
names in “prior-
ity” order. The 
list started with “1. Arnold M. Picker, United 
Artists Corp.” Schorr was reading the list 
on-the-air and came to “17. Daniel Schorr, 
Columbia Broadcasting System.” He man-
aged to complete the list and signed off. Later 
Schorr counted his inclusion on the list as his 
greatest achievement.

In 1975, Schorr reported on assassinations 
that had been carried out by the CIA, and 
in1976 he reported on the findings of the Pike 
Committee, which had investigated illegal 

CIA and FBI activities. The committee had 
voted to keep its final report secret, but Schorr 
leaked a copy to the Village Voice, which 
published it. This led to Schorr’s being taken 
off the air, and resigning before the end of the 
year (instead of being fired by CBS Chairman 
of the Board William S. Paley.)

He worked as White House correspondent 
for Independent Television News Association, 
a news agency serving independent television 
news stations until 1979 when Ted Turner 
hired him to provide commentary for the 

fledgling CNN. The network 
inaugurated its programming 
the following year with his 
interview of President Jimmy 
Carter. In 1985, his con-
tract was not renewed, which 
Schorr counted as his second 
“firing.”

U p o n  l e a v i n g  C N N , 
Schorr joined National Pub-
lic Radio (NPR), where he 
had been doing occasional 
commentaries for several 
years. He remained a se-

nior news analyst for NPR until his death. 
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Israel, at the beginning of the corona 
epidemic,  was like most modern nations. 
They reduced air traffic from other countries 
and eventually stopped air traffic entirely. 
They restricted movement to a few 100 me-
ters  and on Pesach a 
year ago stopped all 
visiting of families 
and friends altogeth-
er.  They instituted 
masks  early on for 
outdoors and indoors 
and widened the 
space between peo-
ple to 2 meters sitting 
or standing. They re-
duced the size of all 
get-togethers which 
meant theaters,  syn-
agogues, number of people on buses and trains 
etc. Schools were cancelled and Zoom took 
over the education.

When things looked better Israel celebrated 
by going out again and living normally. But 

this quickly exploded into one of the biggest 
increases in cases in the world!! Immediately 
everything returned to the previous  limita-
tions .

 Then we got the miracle of the vaccinations 
and within four days we got our first shot and 
two weeks later the second. The  four health 

maintenance organization (all about the same 
in services and cost) worked flawlessly in 
supermarkets, outdoor areas and clinics to 
rapidly give the shots  to those above age 
16. Up  to now about 85% of adults have 

had one shot and 
65% two shots. 
This seems to be 
enough to prevent 
the spread of the 
disease although 
the Health Depart-
ment wants bet-
ter numbers and 
wants  children 
13-16 to be vacci-
nated as well. Our 
daily new cases 
have fallen to less  

than 100 (from 10,000) and deaths to 1-2 /
day  and have been steady for several weeks.  
Experts believe that this indicates that we have 
control of the disease

Through our computers the Mossad traced 
who might have 
been near some-
one who got the 
disease and told 
them to get tested 
for corona and 
get the shots if 
they hadn’t al-
ready received 
them. For some 

reason they (the Mossad)  have continued to 
contact me to this day-  I still get reports in 
my cell phone about where I went yesterday 
(scary- like big brother is watching me!) . This 
will probably stop soon. 

The enormous sophistication of the four 
health care systems in data collection allowed 

Israel and Corona
by Donald Silverberg MD, FRCP, Prof of Medicine  emeritus, Tel Aviv University . Formerly an internist  in Saskatoon and Edmonto

them to get rapid assessments of all aspects of 
care  including the response to the vaccine. We 
were therefore the first to prove its’ efficacy 
and safety in the real world which was used as 
the basis of the decision to use it everywhere 
in the world (which is why Pfizer decided to 
give us their vaccine in adequate amounts 
before anyone in the world). Not a day went 
by without reports from our many excellent 
hospitals telling us about new respirators 
they had created when they ran out of the old 
ones, new medications they were trying, many 
of which became standard treatment  world 
-wide, new sophisticated electrical monitor-
ing of patients to reduce  the physician and 
nursing work (which was getting impossibly 
demanding) , etc, etc.

 In many Ultra Orthodox areas they did 
not stop schools or prayer services and there-
fore, because of the crowding) had 4 times 
the number of corona cases and 4 times the 
number of corona deaths than the rest of the 
country. This caused ill will with the rest of 
the population because they were spreading 
the disease to others and refused isolation 
practices and often refused the vaccinations!! 
This has improved with time (perhaps because 
their own rabbis - their opinion leaders-  died  
frequently of Corona). 

Up until today masks were still in force   
inside buildings but not outside. Tomorrow we 
will also no longer need to wear them inside 
from what I hear. 

Best wishes. Don and Myrna Silverberg.

Editor's note: Myrna (Wine) grew up in Sas-
katoon and lives in Natanya with her husband 
Don. Myrna is a wonderful fan of Saskatoon 
even after a greater than 50 year absence. 
They are generous supporters of The Legacy 
Project

Scharfstein Gibbings 
Walen Fisher LLP
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Grant J. Scharfstein, Q.C. 
P 306-653-2838   •   F 306-652-47 47
E gscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com  
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Saskatoon, SK S7K 7E6  
www.scharfsteinlaw.com

306-222-8466
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Don and Myrna

The enormous sophistication of the four health 
care systems in data collection allowed them to get 
rapid assessments of all aspects of care  including 
the response to the vaccine. We were therefore the 
first to prove its’ efficacy and safety in the real 
world...

Accounting & Auditing Financial Planning
Estate Planning Mergers & Acquisitions
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The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:

As my father planted 
for me before I was 
born,
So do I plant for 
those who will come 
after me.

from the Talmud

Your contribution, 
sent to: 

Saskatoon Jewish 
Foundation 

Congregation Agudas 
Israel, 

715 McoKinnon Avenue, 
Saskatoon S7H 2G2 will 

be gratefully received 
and faithfully applied.

TO GREETING FROM

LEGACY PROJECT

Susan Katzman & Family With sympathy on the loss of your mother Leona Wasserman

Toba Cooper  
& Rachel Cooper With sympathy on the loss of Michael Gladys Rose

Tobin Robbins Congratulations on the 60th anniversary of  
 your Bar Mitzvah Rhoda Broudy

 In honour of Toby Rose & Les Klein’s wedding  
 on May 24, 1981 - their 40th anniversary  

SID & CLARICE BUCKWOLD FUND

Adam Simpson Mazal Tov on your Bar Mitzvah Rabbi Claudio, Ami &  
  Yoel Jodorkovsky

MIKLOS KANITZ HOLOCAUST EDUCATION FUND

 In memory of the late Mrs. Miriam Shaket Barbara M. Blakeney

GLADSTONE FAMILY FUND

 In memory of Bert Gladstone  
 and Bessie Gladstone Arlene Gladstone

 

Congragation Agudas Israel  Kelly Mills Sieb

  Calvin Weber

  Donna Clark

can leave a discussion angry then go to class 
together. In a country where Arab and Jewish 
societies are separate, dialogue at HIH enables 
a shared society where individuals can under-
stand and befriend each other.

HIH is diffusing its ideas beyond its schools 
and communities. It looks beyond the political 
narrative of Israel versus Palestine that is di-
rected by extremists on both sides, and instead 
puts moderates at the centre. HIH starts with the 
assumption that Arabs and Jews will continue 
to live together, so it focuses on how they can 
live together peacefully. This is a mindset to-
wards a peaceful future. Other groups are open 

to the mindset. Days before the webinar, HIH 
explained it at a special forum in the Knesset. 
Furthermore, quite apart from HIH, recent 
advertisements in Israel for large corporations 
feature both Hebrew and Arabic text - a shock-
ing divergence from the status quo separation 
of languages. 

Hope for the future coloured the entire webi-
nar. The webinar presented the crisis in a mod-
erate way that was stripped of politics and that 
emphasized humanity. We had not encountered 
this moderate lens in the news, and it resonated 
deeply with us. There is a great need for this 
organization and others like it that are creating a 

Hand in Hand... continued from page 6
shared social structure from the bottom up. HIH 
breathes optimism for meaningful change and 
works in its schools and through its advocacy 
to bring it to life.

- if you want to know more or to 
he lp :   h t t p s : / / hand inhandk12 .o rg / 
-*Use of the word Arab reflects word choice by 
Hand In Hand staff.

Editor's Note: Heather Englebert is a  member 
of the Synagogue and Ritual Committee. Victo-
ria Taras is a member of the Financial Affairs 
Committee.
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complexity of voices and shared responsibili-
ties in each side. People rush to change their 
profile pictures in Facebooks to support either 
Israel or Palestine, share pseudo-academic 
articles without checking the facts and ce-
lebrities (or “influencers”) feel they need to 
express their opinion on the matter without 
knowing much of it. The Palestinian-Israeli 
conflict became a realm where fake news 
from both sides multiply with total impunity.

When I think about this “parallel war” that 
many choose to be a part of, a very vivid 
image comes to my mind. When I used to 
go to the stadium to watch soccer games, I 
was always amazed by the fans who instead 
of watching the game, they spend their time 
yelling at the fans of the opposite team, jump-
ing, singing and insulting them. When you see 
them all crowded and engaged in fighting their 
rival fans, lighting fire torches, many times 
using drugs and screaming the entire ninety 
minutes, you wonder how they can even fol-
low or enjoy the game. Once I asked my dad 
when we were at the stadium. He said to me: 
They are here to play their own game. 

When I see the irrational reactions to the 
conflict by people from both sides, I think on 
my dad’s explanation and I wonder how much 
they are actually engaged with the conflict 
itself or rather “playing their own game”. 
For example, many supporters of Israel don’t 
know much about the history of the conflict, 
or Israeli and Palestinian politics, and yet they 
feel they can share aggressive posts on social 

media against Palestinian supporters, calling 
them ignorant or hypocritical. In most cases 
there is a complete denial of Israel’s respon-
sibilities in the suffering of the Palestinian 
population, considering that it’s a Jewish 
mandate to be uncritical of Israel. While they 
can understand the political complexities of 
their own countries, they feel they have to 
defend Israel regardless of its actions and no 
matter the political affiliation of its current 
government. 

Similarly, many supporters of the Pales-
tinian cause deny the historical connection 
between the Jews and the land of Israel (his-
torically documented), misuse concepts like 
“colonialism”, “apartheid” and the history of 
the term “Palestine”, revise the history of the 
conflict and turn a blind eye to antisemitism 
and terrorist organizations like Hamas that 
attack Israeli civilian population. This uncon-
ditional and uncritical support comes not only 
from religious and ethnical loyalty, but also 
from many who seem to be more concerned 
about being recognized as liberal thinkers, 
progressive and humanitarian. They don’t 
investigate the facts, as they would do with 
other issues, choosing to define this conflict 
as a human rights matter, or even a genocide, 
because that gives them social or academic 
prestige. An example is the support to the BDS 
movement, where many of its adherents don’t 
take into consideration the voice of many lo-
cal Palestinians, who don’t want the Israeli 
economy to be debilitated as it directly affects 

their sustenance.
While our brothers and sisters in Israel, 

and Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank, 
struggle for living normal lives, many of us 
engage in our own “game” of Facebook post-
ing, participating at rallies, signing petitions 
for condemnations and demanding official 
statements that had proven to be useless. This 
“parallel war” of irrational reactions, fake 
news and selective condemnations is discon-
nected from the reality in the Middle East and 
from the needs of the people who suffer from 
this terrible conflict. In order to really support 
peace, we must stop this unhealthy version of 
the conflict, shifting our conversation into an 
honest, open and responsible dialogue which 
can lead to a path of trust and reconciliation. 

B’birkat Shalom,
With the blessing of peace,
Rabbi Claudio

Bulletin. It is Steven’s decision that the time 
has come to pass the torch to another genera-
tion to shepherd and manage. 

Please bear with me if the transition is not 
as seamless as it could be, I am just learning 
the ropes, and it is a big and important project 
for our Jewish community.

Steven has created something truly wonder-
ful. The Bulletin is read much wider than one 
might think and has attracted often fascinat-
ing and emotional contributions. If you have 
enjoyed The Bulletin in the past, reach out to 
me with ideas and articles. I do not possess 
the network, knowledge, nor the history in 
the community that my predecessor had, but 
I believe the Bulletin is a worthwhile project. 

Till now this great work was produced, not 
alone but in great part, by the willpower and 
wisdom of Dr. Steven Goluboff. Now it will 
fall upon me to attempt the same.

However, there lies a fundamental truth 
underneath some of this praise for our outgo-
ing editor-in-chief: only if we work on this 
Bulletin together as a community, will the 
quality remain the same. I am immensely 
proud of the Bulletin that Steven Goluboff 
has left in my care, and I want to do justice to 
the project. I call on members to participate in 
the Bulletin wherever and however they can. 
Send me pictures, ideas, have your children 
contribute articles, and be fearless in contrib-
uting your own.

Take the time to have a voice.
Many of you will hear from me in the com-

ing weeks and months as I reach out to you 
for articles and contributions. I ask you to 
work with me and beside me to keep the mo-
mentum going and maintain the quality of the 
project for another 30 years. Help me to make 
a meaningful contribution to the community 
and to give you all an elevated platform for 
your ideas. In this way we will work together 
so that 30 years from now some new young 
buck can take over this project with shaky 
hands knowing the size of the shoes they will 
be forced to fill. 

Courage and Context.. continued from page 3

Divrei Harav... continued from page 4

 Keith Thomson B.Comm. CA
 Brian Turnquist B.Comm. CA
 Michael Gorniak B.Comm. CA
 Rodney Trayhorne MPAcc. CA
 Amberly Chabot B.Comm. 
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Sponsored by Michelle Bobowsky in honour of her late parents Yitzhak & Jennie Bobowsky.

As we are put t ing 
this most recent issue 
of the Bulletin to bed I 
felt that I could not let 
this momentous occasion 

pass without comment.  Having worked with 
Steven Goluboff on the Bulletin for the last 
thirty-one years I have to say I will miss him. 
As the editor but also as my doctor, and as a 
friend. He has been a part of most of the big 

events in my life. The birth of my two sons, 
the death of my husband. It is not everyone 
who has their doctor on speed dial. Going to 
miss that as well.

I feel privileged to work with all of you. 
Although I never met most of you in person 
I feel I know you. You have taught me how 
valuable connections to each other are, 
especially as your numbers here in Saskatoon 
are quite small. How such a small group of 

people can have such a big impact not only 
on each other but what a huge contribution 
you make to the larger community as well. 
You are truly inspiring.

Going forward I am sure Matthew Taras and 
I will establish a strong working relationship 
and I encourage you all to support him and 
the Bulletin into the future. 

 

It Has Been A Privilege
by Jan Eklund, graphic designer for the Bulletin

Editorial... continued from cover

hole. I am cautiously optimistic that if every-
one cooperates and gets immunized, we may 
be close to returning to some semblance of 
normal. On June 2nd, we finally have obtained 
formal occupancy of our newly renovated syn-
agogue and community centre. There is still 
much to be done to complete the occupancy. 
There is absolutely no reason why we cannot 
begin to pray together and gather as a com-
munity. The Public health guidelines will be 
followed. Now we can have up to 130 people 
or 1/3 of our capacity for services, somewhat 
of an unrealistic expectation. The Synagogue 
and Ritual Committee is meeting on June 9th 
to finalize plans and to have a blended live 
and virtual service as well as discussing plans 
for the High Holidays and cantorial services. 
These last 15 months have been difficult. 
There have been regular services and several 
worthwhile Zoom based programs. But it is 
now time for the community to rally together 
in person and look forward to a new era. It has 
been almost 20 years since we had a Kallah, 
chaired by David Katzman to discuss our mis-
sion statement as seen in every Bulletin at the 
top of the From our Congregational Family. I 
challenge the Board to plan for another Kal-
lah in the fall to revisit our goals and mission 
statement. We must all participate in outreach 
and maintaining connections with some of our 
more isolated members. During Covid, Rosy 
has assigned members to reach out to others. 
I hope that activity has been done responsibly. 
I know that Rabbi Claudio is regularly reach-
ing out, but it is equally important to form 
more bonding relationships with the members 
themselves. Our numbers are small, and our 
future depends on showing others that CAI 
is well worth the investment in time, energy, 
educational, social, and spiritual programs. 

Israel has always been important to us and 

most Jews around the world. Recent conflict 
in the region, between Israel and Hamas has 
been troublesome and even more alarming 
with Israeli Jews and Arabs fighting amongst 
themselves. We are all aware of the political 
reality in Israel which interferes with good 
governance. We may not agree with the 
agenda of the right and the religious groups, 
but that does not mean we should stop provid-
ing Israel programming for our community 
and financial support to Israel. Unfortunately, 
The Board chose to abandon our 50-year 
relationship with UIA and Jewish Federa-
tions of Canada. It was to be replaced with 
an alternate fund-raising entity which sadly 
never occurred. Perry Romberg our Regional 
Communities Consult for UIA Canada, hosted 
a Zoom meeting with like minded small 
Jewish communities which was attended 
my myself and President Kevin Sharfe. It 
illuminated our common challenges and 
provided opportunities for shared programs. 
For example, Regina hosts a once-a-month 
musical service we could easily join. I think 
the Board must decide what it wants to do 
with regards to Israel fundraising and ongoing 
programming. UIA has the tools to provide 
both in a user-friendly way. By not having 
a 2020 UIA campaign which I had chaired 
for 30 years we lost our community between 
$25-50,000, in our shared arrangement with 
UIA. This is something we cannot afford in 
our challenging financial times. This issue of 
The Bulletin has several Israel related articles 
and opportunities for donating to worthwhile 
causes in Israel. 

Synagogue is why we have a community. 
Whether or not you are a religious, secular, 
cultural or spiritually based Jew does not re-
ally matter. Attendance at synagogue services 
supports a minyan, the opportunity to say 

Kaddish, engage in learning, interact with 
others, and soon return to tasty Oneg Shabbat 
lunches. I clearly recall when I took over the 
Presidency 30 years ago, out-going President 
Elaine Sharfe set the standard of the impor-
tance and actual responsibility of Board mem-
bers to at least attend on a semi-regular basis. 
This certainly has not happened in recent 
years. If the character and content of services 
is a problem, then let Rabbi Claudio and the 
Synagogue and Ritual Committee know that 
and provide feedback for services that you feel 
may be more attractive and relevant.

Finally, and some may consider it crass to 
talk about finances and money, we cannot 
ignore the reality that we face a financial crisis 
in future years. Our dues only make up less 
than 30% of the budget and we had to tap our 
Saskatoon Jewish Foundation to be able to pay 
the balance for the Legacy renovations. There 
has been discussion about changing our due 
structure to a volunteer donation rather than 
one based on family income and ability. This 
again is a challenge to the Board of Trustees 
who must dialogue with the members. The 
Legacy Project fund raising must continue 
but will only be successful if everyone is 
willing to participate, examine their own abil-
ity to contribute and reach out to Saskatoon 
ex-patriots, who have donated generously. 
Many have probably not been contacted and 
would be willing if asked. For those who are 
reluctant to reach out and ask for gifts for an 
extremely worthy cause, please let us know 
what the alternatives are. 

If we build it, they will come. I am not sure 
of that, but it certainly is wonderful to have a 
beautiful new Jewish community centre and 
synagogue. Let us take advantage of that and 
not lose the momentum to move forward with 
the new year soon upon us.
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Saskatoon

From the President... continued from page 3

This page is sponsored by Dr. Edward Kaplan of New Haven , Connecticut

and recognized, Grant has been the driving 
force behind the renovation from day one. 
His devotion to his role as Legacy Committee 
Chair and to Congregation Agudas Israel has 
never faltered regardless of the pandemic-size 
hurdles thrown his way. But we should not be 
surprised. As a lawyer, Grant argued before 
the Supreme Court of Canada to help bring 
definition to the words hate speech. His par-
ents were foundational members of CAI as his 
father served as gabay for decades with a very 
strong community ethic. Born in Europe, his 
more traditional views never superseded what 
he believed was in the best interest of our Jew-
ish community. Grant and Marsha Scharfstein 
have followed in Joe’s footprints and have 
blazed a new and everlasting trail of their own. 
They have both served Congregation Agudas 
Israel for decades and Grant’s contribution to 
our Legacy Project, the rebuilding of our Syn-

agogue and Jewish Community Center, will 
last for generations. Although Grant’s legacy 
at CAI extends well beyond this project and 
its committee, his vision of our new building 
will be remembered as an extraordinary mo-
ment in the history of Congregation Agudas 
Israel. Thank you, Grant.

Dr. Steven Goluboff is without a doubt the 
resident doctor at our synagogue. If you are 
new to Saskatoon, and you are Jewish, you 
visit Dr. Goluboff at his office. When Steven 
is not with his patients, you can find him on 
the golf course promoting the B’nai Brith din-
ner or supporting our minyan every Saturday 
morning for Shabbat services. He is a relent-
less volunteer and fundraiser, and Steven’s 
passion for our synagogue and Saskatoon’s 
Jewish community is tireless. Quite simply, 
his fundraising efforts have helped keep our 
synagogue operational. Steven launched Con-

gregation Agudas Israel’s very first newsletter 
in 1990. What’s more, his ever-youthful zeal 
for community service has brought national 
recognition to our Bulletin. Recently, Steven 
decided to pass the role of Editor-in-Chief 
to Matthew Taras. They have been working 
together and our community stories are in 
good hands with Matthew. Thank you, Steven.

Musings of a man and his relationship with 
The Pandemic. I am thankful for the extraor-
dinary contributions of the people, both new 
and generational, who shape the personality 
that is Congregation Agudas Israel. With our 
friend The Coronavirus hopefully seen more 
through our rearview mirror, may we, in the 
spirit of our Jewish tradition, look forward 
while forever reflecting warmly upon our 
history and the people who shaped it.

for women in need, pro-bono.
We also both went back to university 

- Ari studying for his MBA, and I am a 
research student in a PhD program in the law 
department. 

Fast forward two years from the bombings 
we endured when we had just moved to 
Givataim - we found ourselves amongst sirens 
again, and it always catches me unprepared. 
This last Tuesday at 20:45 I was answering 
emails, Ari was working in the kitchen and 
Adam was sleeping. Suddenly a siren, Ari 
grabbed Adam from his bed and we ran to our 
bomb shelter. But this time it was different... 
the bombings kept coming. we had to run six 
times that night. I hardly slept. 

The next morning we decided to drive to my 
parents' house near Haifa where there were 
no sirens. We have been here since then - I 
don't think I can handle more sirens and being 
outside of the current danger-zone feels safe. 

In the middle of that Tuesday night Ari 
and I talked about how scary it must feel for 
people living in Gaza - having nowhere to 
run to - living in poverty... Can you grow up 
without hate that way? 

And Israels living on the border with Gaza 
- can they grow up and seek peace? 

But I think that the scarier front right now, 
as I am writing these words, is within Israel's 
borders, where Jewish and Arab civilians are 
attacking each other. Both Arabs and Jews 
form mixed cities are afraid to leave their 
homes. This is the making of more than a 

decade of incitement. Extremist right wing 
politicians saying "the streets are safer when 
civilians carry guns" (this was our Minister of 
Internal Affairs). Our Prime Minister saying 
to the police - don't be afraid of aftermath 
investigations (Bibi Netanyahu). 

This is the scarier bit - of course bombs 
are scary - but civilians attacking each other 
feels way more unstoppable. The streets are 
filled with extremists - looking for violence. 
These people are only young men and male 
teenagers.

I feel as though if mothers from both sides, 
were to pop their heads out the window 
and call their sons, saying "come home 
this instant!! I didn't raise a savage!" things 
would cool down. Seems as though years of 
leadership aiming for division, has made its 
horrible influence.

Sadly, an extreme minority is terrorizing 
the peaceful seeking majority. A majority that 
lives together and often are friends. 

Today is Shabbat eve - and we were singing 
Shabbat songs with my family, Adam dancing 
and saying to Ari "play faster!" on the guitar. 
We sang the Saskatoon melody of Etz Haim 
- the one we sing while opening the aron-
hakodesh, singing about the bible: 

 היכרד .רשואמ היכמותו ,הב םיקיזחמל איה םייח ץע"
 "םולש היתוביתנ לכו םעונ יכרד

Where did we forget that - all the Torah's 
paths lead to peace and are peaceful -  it seeks 
peace. 

I know that this is what we need to 

remember. I am sure it's hard to defend Israel 
from abroad - seeing the horrors on Gaza's 
side. I can also understand people who feel 
that we, as the Jewish people who lived 
through the Holocaust, shouldn't give a piece 
of the Holy Land to a different people. It's 
complicated.

But I truly believe this is our mission: We 
need to seek peace in all our paths. We need 
to stop letting the dark hate rule us. We need 
to speak up the voice of the sane majority, 
who want to get to know the people who are 
different, that want to live together as equals. 
If we can't do that - what kind of a Jewish 
country will we be? 

We send you all much health and a big 
hope - and would love to hear your thoughts 
about all of this. 

From Our Schlihim... continued from page 5
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Prior rounds of conflict between Israel and 
Hamas in 2008 and 2014 also coincided with 
a rise in antisemitic incidents, but this spike 
has been more pronounced. 

Mostyn offers two possible reasons for this:
“Firstly, the increased reach of news social 

media platforms, especially apps like TikTok 
and Instagram, have allowed misinformation 
and hatred to circulate like wildfire.

 “Secondly, elected officials and law 
enforcement have simply lost control of the 
situation in some cities. They seem to have 
given up trying to enforce the law, which will 
only embolden criminality in the long term.”

Enforcement of public health orders with 
respect to gatherings has been inconsistent 
across jurisdictions. In Hamilton, Calgary 
and Halifax, police handed out significant 
fines or even arrested those who staged illegal 
anti-Israel protests.

Notably, B’nai Brith has not received any 

Contact Nicky Gitlin through Facebook (www.facebook.com/
delish.irony) or Instagram (@delish.irony) or email at 
delish.irony@gmail.com if you would like to place an order.

Contact Nicky Gitlin 
through Facebook 

(www.facebook.com/delish.irony) 
or Instagram (@delish.irony) 

or email at
delish.irony@gmail.com 

if you would like to place an order.

Quality Memorials approved 
for Agudas Cemetery

210B - 33rd Street East
Saskatoon, SK  S7K 0S3

306-652-5363
www.remco-memorials.ca

This page is spsonored by Debbie Diament (daughter of Rabbi Saul and Ann Diament), of Toronto

B'nai Brith Update... continued from page 9
complaints of antisemitic violence from cities 
where public health orders were enforced.

But in other municipalities such as Toronto, 
Mississauga and Vancouver, super-spreader 
events were allowed to occur without 
significant penalty. In fact, in Toronto, the 
same group that organized last week’s violent 
super-spreader event intends to march through 
downtown tomorrow.

The group in question behind the Toronto 
events is the Palestinian Youth Movement 
(PYM) — a group that B'nai Brith previously 
took to task for glorifying a terrorist.

B'nai Brith warns peaceful counter-
demonstrators to stay clear of this event, as 
the potential for violence targeting Jews and 
supporters of Israel is high. 

Your reporting is essential. We need to 
know what is happening in real time, to track 
it and help deal with it.

B'nai Brith is urging all Canadians who 

witness any antisemitic violence, vandalism 
or harassment to send pictures, videos and/or 
information toreportanincident@bnaibrith.ca.

To report online incidents of antisemitism, 
please emailonlineincidents@bnaibrith.
ca. You can also contact us on Facebook or 
Twitter. 

If it's a criminal matter, please call police 
first, then contact us at 1-800-892-2624. 

Marty York
Chief Media Officer 
marty.york@bnaibrith.ca
1-844-218-2624 x 163
Paul Michaels
Director of Communications
pmichaels@bnaibrith.ca
1-844-218-2624 x 210
Support Canada’s oldest independent 

Jewish Human Rights organization

that address current issues. We have made 
plays about climate change, Indigenous/Non-
Indigenous relations, Newcomers and People 
with Disabilities. 

This year we have created a brand-new 
rock-opera about anti-racism. The Other Side 
of the River is an original story by Yvette 
Nolan, devised by the Sum Theatre ensemble 
with original music my Amanda Trapp. The 
story is about two cultures – the Rockies and 
the Windies – who live on opposite sides of 
the same river. Featuring giant puppets and 
very catchy score, I hope you will all find 
this production both entertaining and impact-
ful. In addition to our Saskatoon tour for the 
month of July, I am happy to report this year’s 
production will also tour to Regina and other 
locations around our province. 

Thanks to the CAI Board of Trustees, our 
ensemble is grateful to once again be rehears-

SUM Theatre ... continued from page 4

ing in our Synagogue. In addition to being a 
great rehearsal space for us, this is an act of 
community building. Countless times over the 
years our artists have remarked that they have 
never been in a Synagogue, and that they are 
keen to learn about Judaism. I believe the best 
defence to anti-Semitism is a good offence – 
and so this kind of connection with our greater 
community is crucial. 

Over the month of June, we will be re-
hearsing in Raoul Wallenberg park and the 
Synagogue hall. We have a COVID safety 
plan that has been approved by both the Board 
of Trustees and the Provincial Government’s 
Business response team. Please feel free to 
stop by and watch us rehearse in the park 
and mark your calendars for Wednesday 
June 30th at 7.30pm for our traditional spe-
cial preview performance for members and 
friends of CAI in Raoul Wallenberg Park. 

As always, tickets are free but this year due 
to COVID we will need you to book reserve 
your tickets online. More information on the 
show and everything we do is available at 
Sumtheatre.com

Thank you to Congregation Agudas Israel 
for your ongoing support of Sum Theatre and 
Theatre in the Park – we could not do what 
we do without you. To all of you, I offer my 
sincere thanks. All I had was an idea. Your 
generosity has made Sum Theatre and Theatre 
in the Park a reality.

The first focus in life 
here on earth is to be 
at peace with all men.

Rabbi Joel Ben Abraham Shemariah

God is present whenever 
a peace treaty is signed. 
- Rabbi Nahman Ben Simha The Bratslaver
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Yahrzeits
June 5 Sivan 25
Bandar, Ruth  Jun 5 (25) 
Levine, Herman  Jun 5 (25)
Zaitlen, Sam  Jun 5 (25) 
Barsky, Vera  Jun 6 (26)
Rachamim, Benjamin  Jun 6 (26)
Ragoff, Israel  Jun 6 (26) 
Rodoff, Israel  Jun 6 (26) 
Cooper, Kathryn  Jun 7 (27)
Floom, Robert  Jun 7 (27)
Cramer, Solomon  Jun 9 (29)
Lipkovic, Leo  Jun 9 (29)
Reznick, Bernie  Jun 9 (29)
Charach, Sara  Jun 10 (30)
Gropper, Nathan  Jun 10 (30)
Hock, Max  Jun 10 (30) 
Jerman, Rosa  Jun 10 (30)
Gropper, Max  Jun 11 ( Tammuz 1)
Schwartz, Bert Dr.  Jun 11 (1)
Shacter, Sidney Wolfe  Jun 11 (1)
Shiffman, Ben  Jun 11 (1)

June 12 Tamuz 2 
Hearn, Stella  Jun 12 (2) 
Altschul, Irma  Jun 13 (3) 
Baltzan, David  Jun 13 (3)
Richman, Nathan  Jun 13 (3) 
Forgan, Samuel  Jun 15 (5) 
lsaakov, Zakhar  Jun 15 (5) 
Jacobs, Rabbi Louis  Jun 15 (5)
Switzer, Bessie  Jun 15 (5) 
Tzalkovich, Chaim  Jun 15 (5)
Buckwald, Sidney  Jun 16 (6)
Holtslander, Patricia  Jun 16 (6)
Ross, Evelyn  Jun 16 (6) 
Trute, Pearl  Jun 16 (6) 
Adilman, Beatrice  Jun 18 (8) 
Lifshen, Mary Jun 18 (8)

June 19 Tamuz 9
Tadman, Etta  Jun 19 (Tamuz 9)
Waldman, Toba  Jun 19 (9)
Dragushan, Anna  Jun 20 (10)
Jacobson, Irving  Jun 20 (10)
Adilman, Nathan  Jun 22 (12)
Furman, Sarra  Jun 22 (12)
Furman, Sarra  Jun 22 (12)
Merchant, Walter  Jun 23 (13)
Sugarman, Ralph  Jun 23 (13)
Epstein, Louis Jun 24 (14)
Filer, Minnie  Jun 24 (14) 
Mathews, Reva  Jun 24 (14)
Mishiev, Efrat  Jun 24 (14)

June 26 Tamuz 16
Diament, Ann  Jun 26 (16)
Kolominsky, Maria  Jun 27 (17)
Lyons, Faigel  Jun 27 (17) 
Singer, Schulem  Jun 27 (17)
Waldman, Harold  Jun 27 (17)
Adelman, John  Jun 28 (18)
Teskey,Jack  Jun 28 (18) 
Sklar, Jack M.  Jun 29 (19)
Scharfstein, Jean  Jun 30 (20)
Gross, Etta  July 1 (21) 
Pollock, Louis  July 1 (21)

July 3 Tamuz 23
Schacter, Sarah  July 3 (23)
Shafer, Sam  July 3 (23) 
Kassen, Abraham  July 4 (24)
Katz, Abraham  July 4 (24) 
Gitlin, Gerald  July 5 (25) 
Brans, Joseph L.  July 6 (26)
Goodman, Sarah  July 6 (26)
Purkin, Joseph  July 6 (26)
Weitzman, Daniel  July 6 (26)
Kassen, Lena  July 8 (28) 
Stone, Nekhama  July 8 (28)
Buckwald Stoffman, Ruth  July 9 (29)
Dashefsky, Frances Ruth  July 9 (29)
Fogel, Nina  July 9 (29) 
Hebron, Farhad  July 9 (29)
Teskey, Helen  July 9 (29) 
Wiss, Ettie  July 9 (29)

July 10 Av 1 
Helfgott, Vera  July 10 (1) 
Landa, Lloyd  July 10 (1) 
Neuman, Dolphy  July 10 (1) 
Paul, Frances  July 10 (1)
Poplack, Margret  July 10 (1)
Katzman, Lucille  July 11 (2)
Katzman, Wilma  July 11 (2)
Volansky, Joseph  July 11 (2)
Kutz, Barney  July 12 (3)
Rosenberg, Ruby (Ruth)  July 14 (5)
Sonnenschein, Etta  July 15 (6)
Buckwald, Ian  July 16 (7)
Epstein, Clara  July 16 (7)

July 17 Av 8
Ackerman, Ben  July 17 (8) 
Buller, Hy  July 17 (8) 
Caplan, Edward  July 17 (8)
Chertkow, Leah  July 17 (8)
Dragushan, Jacob July 17 (8)
Sass, Gussie  July 17 (8)
Kolominsky, Sura  July 18 (9)
Resnick, Helen  July 19 (10)
Sklar, Betty  July 19 (10)
Charach, Jacob  July 20 (11)
Schachter, S. "Peter"  July 20 (11)
Kassen, Samuel  July 21 (12)
Kay, Albert  July 21 (12)
Sheckter, David  July 21 (12)
Wormann, Max  July 21 (12)
Avol, Ezra R.  July 22 (13)
Mendel, Claire  July 22 (13)
Claman, Lillian July 23 (14)

July 24 Av 15
Collins, Rita  July 24 (15) 
Ginsburg, Estella  July 24 (15) 
Landa, William  July 24 (15)
Rabinovitch, Nettie  July 24 (15)
Lehrer, Anthony  July 25 (16)
Sonnenschein, David  July 25 (16)
Berekson, Moses P.  July 26 (17)
Churchill, Edward  July 26 (17)
Rabkin, Anna  July 26 (17) 
Gelmon, Louis  July 28 (19)
Chapman, Sidney Israel  July 29 (20)
Goluboff, Louis  July 29 (20) 
Sklar, Jack  July 29 (20) 
Baltzan, Rose  July 30 (21) 
Ditlove, Fay  July 30 (21)

July 31 Av 22 
Scharfstein, Saul  July 31 (22)
Foulkes, Aron  Aug 1 (23) 
Adilman, Pearl P.  Aug 2 (24)
Minovitch, Simon  Aug 2 (24)
Livergant, Solomon  Aug 3 (25)
Wolfe, Chaim  Aug 3 (25) 
Purkin, Freda Claire Blank  Aug 4 (26)
Sandbrand, Jack Aug 5 (27)
Gersher, Mikhail Aug 6 (28) 
reen, Miriam Lily Aug 6 (28) 
Shafer, Mollie Aug 6 (28) 
Sklar, Harry Aug 6 (28)

August 7 Av 29 
Shore, Samuel Aug 7 (29) 
Abbey-Laliberte, Lori-Lynn  Aug 8 (30)
Gropper, Fannie Aug 8 (30)
Trugman, M. Aug 8 (30)
Katz, Abram  Aug 9 (Elul 1) 
Landa, Harry  Aug 9 (1) 
Landa, Leonard Aug 9 (1)
Raducanu, Alexandru  Aug 9 (1)
Richman, Rae Aug 9 (1)
Weiner, Gertrude  Aug 9 (1)
Buckwold, Alvin  Aug 10 (2)
Diament, David  Aug 10 (2)
Livergant, Neil  Aug 10 (2)
Feigenbaum, Fanny  Aug 12 (4)
Fogel, Sydney  Aug 13 (5)
Shatzer1 Rena  Aug 13 (5)
Zaitlen, Mashc Aug 13 (5)

August 14 Elul 6
Sandbrand, Joseph  Aug 14 (6)
Berenbom, Max  Aug 15 (7)
Aarons, Betty  Aug 16 (8)
Macarthy, Pauline  Aug 16 (8)
Pollock, Mary  Aug 16 (8)
Teplinsky, Eva  Aug 16 (8)
Diament, Rabbi Saul  Aug 17 (9)
Goldstein, Josef  Aug 17 (9)
Raichman, Philip  Aug 17 (9)
Richman, Sarah  Aug 17 (9)
Tabachnicoff, Rebecca  Aug 17 (9)
Shechtman, Anne  Aug 18 (10)
Diament, Herschel  Aug 19 (11)
Diamond, Herschel  Aug 19 (11)
Korber, Simon D.  Aug 19 (11)
Aarons, Rae  Aug 20 (12)
Blumes, Edith  Aug 20 (12)
Gelmon, Greena  Aug 20 (12)
Gonick, Baby  Aug 20 (12)
Helfgott, Gertrude Aug 20 (12)

August 21 Elul 13
Kaplan, Charles  Aug 21 (13)
Abelevsky, Yocheved  Aug 22 (14)
Gellman, Rose  Aug 22 (14)
Bloom, Mel  Aug 23 (15) 
Cohen, Benjamin  Aug 23 (15)
Ludwig, Lily  Aug 23 (15)
Schulman, Louis  Aug 23 (15)
Tzalkovich, Yosil  Aug 23 (15)
Fogel, Minnie  Aug 24 (16)
Greenblat, Celia Ida  Aug 24 (16)
Landa, Eastwood  Aug 24 (16)
Holderness, Briar  Aug 25 (17)
Claman, Rebecca  Aug 26 (18)
Pavey,Anne  Aug 26 (18)

Cantin, Katherine  Aug 27 (19)
Friedman, Clara  Aug 27 (19)
Ruttle, Irene  Aug 27 (19)

August 28 Elul 20
Brandt, Ben  Aug 28 (20)
Ditlove, Louis  Aug 28 (20)
Levitsky, Moses  Aug 28 (20)
McCarthy, Isaac Aug 28 (20)
Ruskin, Ida  Aug 28 (20)
Avivi, June Aug 29 (21)
Bellas,Anna  Aug 29 (21) 
Cohen, Sophie  Aug 29 (21)
Cooperman, Beila Doba  Aug 29 (21)
Leonoff, ldy  Aug 29 (21) 
Wine, Harry  Aug 29 (21) 
Winocour, Freddie  Aug 29 (21)
Chertkow, Jacob M.  Aug 30 (22)
Ellison, John  Aug 30 (22) 
Chotem, Isaac  Aug 31 (23)
Epstein, Ken  Aug 31 (23) 
Hallis, Harry  Aug 31 (23) 
Kreindel, Mario  Sept 1 (24)
Bernbaum, Leo  Sept 2 (25)
Freifeld, Hersh  Sept 2 (25)
Gumprich, Seigfried  Sept 2 (25)
Caplan, William  Sept 3 (26) 
Clein, Rachel Sept 3 (26) 
Landa, Paul  Sept 3 (26)
McGettigan, Cormac  Sept 3 (26)

September 4 Elul 27
Pollock, Samuel  Sept 4 (27)
Barsky, Joseph  Sept 5 (28)
Melamede, Mayer  Sept 5 (28)
Buckwald, Seymour Cyril  Sept 6 (29)
Pollock, Alex  Sept 6(29) 
Adilman, Esther  Sept 7 (Tishrei 1)
Brook, Morris H. Sept 7 (1) 
Cooperman, Leib  Sept 7 (1)
Stier, Sofie  Sept 7 (1) 
Zaitlen, Max  Sept 7 (1)
Katzman, Fraide D.  Sept 8 (2)
Rosenberg,Joseph  Sept 8 (2)
Goldstein, Benjamin  Sept 9 (3)
Neumann, Malchen  Sept 9 (3)
Bobowsky, Yitzhak  Sept 10 (4)
Sandbrand, Mark  Sept 10 (4)
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Quarterly 

Answers
  

Our Legacy
submitted by Dr. David Brook - Victoria BC

1.  Many reasons are offered! One is that after the Torah was given at Sinai, 
the Israelites were required to follow its laws, including the laws of kosher 
slaughter. This meant all their previously prepared meat was unusable and so 
they ate dairy. Other explanations include eating dairy as a reference to “the 
land of milk and honey,” or that at Sinai the Israelites were considered as in-
nocent as newborns, who only consume milk.

2.  A measure of grain bought to the Temple
3,  The Book of Ruth
4. 13
5.  Weeks
6.  The giving of the Torah at Sinai
7.  Tisha B’Av
8.  The destruction of the First and Second Temples in Jerusalem
9.  Lamentations (Eichah)
10.  The ninth [day] of the month of Av
11.  Three weeks

I'm writing you because I think there is a bit of a gold-mine for the 
Saskatoon Jewish Community in a local Facebook page where the author 
is sorting through the pages of the Daily Phoenix/Star-Phoenix.  I've 
enclosed a couple of examples of the snippets that appear pertaining to 
Jews in Saskatoon in the early years.  The ad for Landa Carriage Works 
dates from 1911.  The 'chicken killing facility' referred to at the back of 
the Avenue F shul dates from an S-P article from 1931.  It might remind 
readers that Saskatoon's Jewish Community history is inextricably-
bound-up in Saskatoon's story.  Might it stand on its own two feet, so to 
speak, as a 'moment-in-history' feature appearing in the Bulletin?  
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Shelach

* Harold Shiffman

Korach
Elle Delaney

Virtual Bat Mitzvah 10:00 am
* Kevin Sharfe

Chukat

 * Marsha Scharfstein

Pinchas

* Seth Shachter

Devarim
Shabbat Chazon
Erev Tisha B'Av

* Steven Simpson

Re'eh

 * Joel Bernbaum

Shoftim

* Matthew Taras

Ki Teitzelr

 * Robert Englebert

Ki Tavo
Selichot

* Grant Scharfstein

Vaetchanan
Shabbat Nachamu

Tu B'Av
* Jan Gitlin

Matot-Masei
Rosh Chodesh

* S Nicky Gitlin

Balak

* Michael Scharfstein

Rosh Chodesh

OFFICE CLOSED

Musical Service
7:00 pm 

Lag Ba'Omer

Rosh Chodesh

Fast of Tamuz

Eikev

* Zoe Litman

Tisha B'Av

Cycling Club
10:00 am

Movie Night
8:00 pm

Book Club
7:00 pm

Cycling Club
10:00 am

Movie Night
8:00 pm

OFFICE CLOSED

Book Club
7:00 pm

Cycling Club
10:00 am

Movie Night
8:00 pm


