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Courage and Context
by Matthew Taras, Associate Editor

I am very excited 
about the comple-
tion of the synagogue 
renovation. One thing 
that someone born 
Jewish never gets to 

experience is the enthusiasm of some of our 
converts. As someone who is married to a 
recent convert, many of the subjects that, to 
me, are either old hat or simply not of interest 
are fascinating to my wife. As a result, I get 
to see the material come alive again through her eyes. There is no question that the syna-

gogue’s conversion class last year has a 
knowledge of the Torah and the stories 
and the festivals that exceeds my own 
in both breadth and depth. I am consis-
tently wowed by and always proud of 
them. With that said I had always been 
apprehensive about what they thought 
of the old synagogue building.

I did not grow up in Saskatoon like so 
many of you, and for me a synagogue 

was more of a grand 
affair. To me, thinking 
of the Beth Tzedek 
back in Calgary where 

Lounge and Library

led by Rabbi Claudio and Ami Jodorkovsky

Friday March 12th, 7 to 8 pm
Zoom ID: 306 343 7023               Passcode: cai

Join us for a

Musical 
Shabbat 
Service

HOW YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE

Every contribution to the CAI Legacy Project – Capital Fund Raising Campaign will be eligible for a charitable donation receipt from Congregation Agudas 
Israel.  Congregation Agudas Israel is registered as a charity with the Canada Revenue Agency.  Our registration number is 106967169 RR0001    
                     .  
Here’s an example of how a contribution of $10,000 from a Saskatchewan resident will be treated for tax purposes:

You make a donation of $10,000 in 2017 and you are a Saskatchewan resident;
 1.The Federal charitable tax credit rate is 15% on the first $200 and 29% on the balance of the donation.  
    Your Federal tax credit is therefore $2,872;
 2. The Saskatchewan charitable tax credit rate is 11% on the first $200 and 15% on the balance of the 
    donation. Your provincial charitable tax credit is therefore $1,492.

Your net cost, after the tax saving, is actually only $5,636.  This benefit is available for each and every year you make the donation in the event your donation is 
spread over a number of years.

There are also significant tax benefits for gifts of publicly listed securities. We would be pleased to discuss this option with you at any time.

To get involved in the CAI Legacy Project Capital Fund Raising Campaign please call,  send a cheque or fill out the ‘Pledge Form’ insert included in this 
brochure and send it to:

Grant Scharfstein
200 – 123 2nd Ave. S.
Saskatoon Saskatchewan, S7K 7E6
Or email it to: gscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com

Cheques are to be made out to CAI Legacy Project

You can also contribute online by Debit or Visa by going to the Congregation Agudas Israel Website at www.agudasisrael.org  and clicking on ‘Legacy Project’ 

We need you to participate in this life changing Legacy Project - if you have any 
questions or comments please contact Grant Scharfstein at 

gscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com or by calling 306-653-2838. 
Thank you for your consideration.

THE CAI LEGACY PROJECT 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

CONGREGATION 
AGUDAS ISRAEL

SASKATOON, SASKATCHEWAN

FACILITY RENEWAL PLAN 2017

TAX BENEFITS

MAKING A DONATION OR PLEDGE

The time is now, the 
need is great.  As our 

grandparents and   
parents did for us, so 
too shall we do for 

the next generations 

L’dor V’dor

The Legacy Fund
How high 
can we go!

March
         2021 80%
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Quarterly 

by Kaiti Hannah
   Answers on page 9

1.  What is the Hebrew version of the name 
“Esther”?

2.  Which figure in the story of Esther is 
the first person in recorded history to be 
referred to as a Jew?

3.  Mordechai was a descendant of which 
famous Jewish king? 

4.  How many times are we required to read 
the Megillah/Scroll of Esther on Purim?

5. What does the Hebrew word “Pesach” 
(Passover) literally mean?

6.  Which biblical prophet is usually invited 
to the Seder? 

7. Which animal was traditionally sacrificed 
in the Temple on Passover? 

8.  Where is the world’s largest Seder held 
every year?

9.  In which month of the Hebrew calendar 
does Passover take place? 

10.  Who were Shifra and Puah?
Bonus (extra-difficult) question: 
Haman was descended from someone writ-
ten about in the Book of Genesis. Who?

Barristers, Solicitors and Mediators
RANDY KATZMAN

B.Comm., LL.B.

(306) 653-5000
Fax: (306) 652-4171

5th Floor, Atrium Place, #510, 128 - 4th Avenue S., 
Saskatoon, S7K 1M8
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The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel
Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home committed to deepening 
the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in the historical traditions of 
the Jewish people. We are a progressive, democratic and sensitive congregation responding to the widest 
spectrum of Jewish thought and practice.

Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY

THE BULLETIN
Editor-in-Chief  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .Steven Goluboff
Associate Editor . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Matthew Taras
Advertising Manager .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . Ron Gitlin
Circulation Manager  .. .. .. .. .. . Myla Deptuch
Layout & Graphic Design . .. .. .. Janet Eklund  
Proof Reading . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..Bruce Cameron
Cost of this issue with mailing .. .. .. .. .. $1300
Advertisements .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. $40/issue
Page Sponsorship .. .. .. $40/issue or $130/year
Issues Published . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 175
Issues/Year  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 4
If you are happy with the Bulletin and enjoy 
reading it, please consider sponsoring a page. 
Contact Steven Goluboff or Ron Gitlin.

E-Mail Address: s.goluboff@shaw.ca, 
jewishcommunity@sasktel.net, 

jteklund@shaw.ca 
website: http://agudasisrael.org

MAZEL TOV TO:
Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky, Rosy Kreindel and family on the Virtual 

Bar Mitzvah of their son Yoel on January 30th 2021. 
Bruce and Tamara Buckwold on the birth of a grandson 

Ethan Allen Buckwold on Feb 5th 2021, a son to Adam 
and Marion.

 Zara Gurstein whose great granddaughter, Kimberley 
Glassman Gurstein, graduated from Oxford University,  

England as a Curator and is employed by a large gallery in London, 
England.

The community that could! The New York Times some time ago wrote a piece on 
Saskatoon as one of THE destinations for travellers seeking what is special and uplifting. 

Well, you’ve provided another reason. What a storyline!  You all epitomize the spirit of our 
people in no small measure. A rejuvenated shul to meet the future! I could not be prouder 
and feel absolutely privileged to have been associated with such a tough, inspiring crowd 

of individuals who took on this challenge. You’re a community of winners!
Best regards from Dov Harris, former UIA Shaliach – Toronto. 

Catherine Delaney, on her 50th birthday, on February 7th.   From 
husband Marc and daughter Delaney.   

Kayla Hock on the accomplishments of her daughter and son-in-law:

Ms. Clare E. Isman, BComm’79, of Regina, SK, retired on October 
30th, after a 41 year public sector career. After 16 years in financial and 
human resource management positions with the City of Regina, Clare 

joined the Government of Saskatchewan. Over the last 16 years of her career Clare served 
in senior positions including Deputy Minister of Finance, Chair of the Public Service 

Commission, Deputy Minister of Advanced Education, Employment and Immigration, and 
most recently the President and CEO of the Saskatchewan Liquor and Gaming Authority. 
In 2015, Clare was awarded the Lieutenant Governor’s IPAC Gold Medal for distinctive 

leadership and exceptional achievement in public administration in Saskatchewan.

Mr. Sylvan P. (Van) Isman, BA’76, MBA’78, of Regina, SK, retired on October 30th, 
after a 42-year career in the private and public sectors. In 2007 he was recruited to re-join 
Government as a Deputy Minister. Van spent the last seven years of his career as President 

and CEO of the Saskatchewan Opportunities Corporation (Innovation Place). Van has 
served on several Boards, including the Canadian Tourism Commission, Saskatchewan 

Economic Developers Association, Canadian Institute of Small Business Counsellors, Beth 
Jacob Synagogue, and the Alzheimer Society of Canada. Van is currently the past Board 

Chair of the Alzheimer Society of Saskatchewan.

Heather Fenyes on her articulate and passionate address honouring Rauol Wallenberg. 
You can see the event this link. https://youtu.be/rZmEuu9R614

CONDOLENCES TO:
Gord and Franci Holtslander, former members of CAI and family on the death of Gord’s 

father Malcolm Holstlander on January 10th, 2021. 
Bruce and Tamara Buckwold and family on the death of Tamara’s mother Amelia Grimes 

on November 30, 2020.
Susan and David Katzman, grandchildren Miriam, Daniel and Jonathon and all the 

family on the recent death of Susan’s mother Shirley East on January 12th, 2021.
The family and friends of Jean Davidner who passed away on March 2nd in Prince 
Albert. Jean and her late husband Hershel who long time members of Agudas Israel
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Editorial 
by Steven Goluboff

The Rejuvenation of Leonard Landa #5211
by Millia Shiffman, BBYO Secretary

These past months 
L e o n a r d  L a n d a 
# 5 2 11  h a s  g o n e 
through an extreme 
r e f u r b i s h m e n t . 
Previously a distant 

and fond memory from members of the city's 
Jewish community, Saskatoon’s BBYO has 
been reworked and is currently thriving with 
a new generation of Jewish teens.  

For those who haven’t heard of BBYO 
(B'nai Brith Youth Organization) it is a 
program aimed at creating camaraderie 
between Jewish teens and celebrating their 
Jewish identity no matter their background. 
The namesake of Saskatoons BBYO has 
a tragic history. Named in memory of 17 
year old Leonard Landa who in 1958 passed 
on too young in the Saskatchewan river. 
Like many teens today Leonard was about 
to be a senior and he was active in sports, 
specifically football. You may recognize the 
name “Landa” from the “Landa Residence”. 
The owners of this 1911 residence were young 
Landa’s grandparents, William and Fannie 

who just happened to be the first Jewish 
settlers in Saskatoon. The lush residence 
is located in Riversdale which was one of 
the original colonies that formed to create 
Saskatoon. Riversdale was a unique spot as it 
was very diverse. At the time new immigrants 
congregated there with alike ethnic groups 
in which they were accepted. Riversdale was 
home to many British, German, Ukrainian, 
Chinese and of course, Jewish families. This 
speaks wonders to the message BBYO sends 
today. We want the Jewish teens of today to 
belong to a community and to not feel alone 
in their identity. Just as the settling Jews of 
the past congregated we wish for the youth 
to have the same opportunity to congregate 
today.  

So where are we now? In 2020 the task of 
rejuvenating Leonard Landa #5211 was taken 
upon Malvina Rapko, a past member wishing 
to give current Jewish teens an opportunity 
to experience the group the same way she 
did “BBYO was a very important part of my 
youth.  It was where I learned how to be on 
a board, how to organize events and how to 

work successfully as a team. Those skills had 
a huge impact on my life and career.  BBYO 
also connected me with Jewish teens across 
Canada and beyond. It was an experience 
unlike anything I have ever had and I am so 
excited for our youth to be a part of this global 
movement.” Malvina says. Currently we have 
over a dozen active members in the group 
each with unique roles and responsibilities. 
With meetings and programs taking place 
each month the new and improved group is 
nothing less than thriving. 

 BBYO is  a  great  way to  create 
companionship and community and also 
to give our youth strong leadership and 
responsibility roles. So, if you are or know 
of a Jewish youth in grade 8-12 in the 
area tell them to consider joining. You 
can find BBYO Saskatoon on instagram  
@bbyosaskatoon or you can contact Malvina 
Rapko at mrapko@bbyo.org. Having a Jewish 
youth group in Saskatoon is important to us 
all and we hope you’re just as excited as the 
youth is for its future opportunities. 

The days are longer, 
we are waking up 
to light and having 
supper before dark. 
It has been a long 
and dark 12 months 

on the one hand with an iconic pandemic, 
isolation, loss of friends and loved ones 
and a world that will emerge so different 
than we have ever known. Our children and 
grandchildren will tell the stories of 2020 and 
2021 which will amaze their listeners. On 
the other, there has been growth, triumphs, 
scientific achievement beyond belief and the 
emergence of new approaches to work, school, 
prayer, entertainment and play. We have all 
approached the pandemic with different ways 
to cope while most of us ensuring we and 
are loved ones are safe. I have discovered 
the skill of providing virtual medicine from 
the comfort of my home study, dressed in 
sweatpants and a tee shirt. Who of us has not 
binged on Netflix, Disney, Prime, CNN, CBC, 
CTV, FOX and more, taken the time to read 
and agonize over world politics and events? I 

resurrected and refurbished my turn table and 
several hundred vinyl records, from classic 
rock, jazz and classical. 
I even found my 1960 
record that I made in 
a recording studio on 
20th street with Chaim 
Kornfeld to prepare for 
my Bar Mitzvah. I built 
a fire pit in my front 
yard and was able to 
legally have friends and 
family over to visit.

Our synagogue year has been unique to 
say the least. We began a multimillion dollar 
complete renovation of our 63-year-old 
building which is almost ready to be officially 
handed over to us after final inspection. It is 
magnificent and will suit our needs for many 
more generations. It did not come about 
without enormous challenges, unexpected 
changes due to new building codes, asbestos 
removal, and the predictable cost overruns. 
The move back in has just begun and that 
will take probably several months before we 

can consider ourselves totally operational. 
There is a light at the end of tunnel where 

public health measures will 
moderate, and we can be 
together as a community. 
The Board must resurrect 
our Legacy Project fund 
raising. We now have an 
actual tangible product to 
market to our community 
and the Saskatoon diaspora. 
We still have hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to be 

raised. We are appreciative of those that have 
already been generous. There are opportunities 
to donate more and refurbish our ritual objects 
in the sanctuary. We will need volunteers to 
help in the rigorous job of moving back home. 
Hopefully, there will be good communication 
and outreach to allow that burden to be 
shared amongst all of us. Rabbi Claudio has 
managed to ensure we still have rich and 
meaningful synagogue services and there 
has been a plethora of wonderful educational 

continued on page 10
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Divrei Harav – Rabbi Claudio’s Message
Resilience, Creativity and a New Future

by Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky
As I sit to write this 

article, just a few days 
before Purim, I realize 
that our last commu-
nity gathering before 

the pandemic was exactly for that holiday, 
one year ago. So much has changed since 
then, many lives lost, financial hardship, 
mental health challenges… so much suffering 
and uncertainty in one single year. As social 
interaction is at the core of what humans are, 
social isolation deeply affects our emotions 
and the way we live our lives. But as COVID 
came and challenged our stability, it also put 

our resilience to test. Quickly, we adapted to 
an alternative lifestyle of virtual connections 
that not only allowed us to tolerate the crisis, 
but also to make the best of it. Synagogues 
have survived social isolation with virtual 
services, classes and celebrations which, as in 
our case, not only allowed our “regulars” to 
maintain their participation but also included 
new people who couldn’t be active in normal 
circumstances. In a personal level, my family 
and I have learnt we can celebrate Shabbat 
together every Friday night regardless of 
the physical distance, and that’s a lesson we 
learnt from the pandemic. I was fortunate to 
celebrate my son’s Bar Mitzvah a few weeks 
ago with many friends and relatives from dif-
ferent parts of the world. Although we know 
that the consequences of the coronavirus are 
devastating, we must also recognize that it 
has pushed us to be resilient and resourceful. 

When we study other crisis in the history 
of humanity, we learn that human beings 
always respond to tragedies with creativity. 
The same is true for the Jewish people: The 
destruction of Temple motivated Rabbis to 
reinvigorate Judaism, the exile brought the 
Talmud, the expulsion of the Jews from Spain 
put the seeds for a renovated Jewish mystical 
tradition in Safed, and from there to the crea-
tion of the Hassidic movements in Europe. A 
tragedy with the proportions of the Shoah (the 
Holocaust) motivated the Jews to establish 
the State of Israel, completing the work of 

the early Zionists in the previous decades. 
When forced to face adversity, we respond 
with creativity. 

Now that after a very dark year we are start-
ing to see the “light at the end of the tunnel”, 
I believe it’s also the time for us to put our 
creativity to work and to think about the years 
ahead. Hopefully in the next months we will 
start meeting again and our Synagogue will 
be the place of prayer, study and socializa-
tion it used to be before the pandemic. The 
“new normal” will demand us to be prepared 
to be a Synagogue that will offer all Jews in 
Saskatoon a Jewish home where they will be 

welcomed as they are, with no judgment, with 
many opportunities to enjoy from being a Jew 
according to its many expressions.

But it’s not only the pandemic that chal-
lenges us to be creative. Thanks to the incred-
ible effort of the Legacy Project committee 
led by Grant Scharfstein, all the volunteers 
and donors, our congregation ill be back oon 
to our newly renovated Synagogue. Our new 
building is modern, attractive, inclusive, 
welcoming and inspiring, an expression of 
our ideals and the path we have to follow in 
the future. Our new bema is low in height and 
totally open, reminding us that Judaism is 
accessible for all and everyone has a place in 
it. We have included a ramp for a wheelchair 
and an elevator in the building because we 
have a religious mandate to be inclusive. We 
will ask for donations for a new Torah table, 
Torah covers, a Parochet (ark curtain) and 
ritual objects can be ordered. Our new Bema 
was planned not only to provide a functional 
prayer space for our congregation; it’s a rep-
resentation of our Jewish values and of the 
Jewish community we plan for the future.

Another essential part of our new building 
is our completely refurnished Mikvah. I’m 
grateful and proud of the Legacy Committee 
who understood the importance of the Mikvah 
for our Jewish Community. Congregation 
Agudas Israel has provided a Kosher Mikveh 
to the Jews in Saskatoon and surroundings for 
almost a century. Our Mikveh has been open 

and will continue to be open to anyone who 
wants to use it, regardless of religious affilia-
tion. Thanks to the renovation, our Mikveh is 
now a beautiful and welcoming space with a 
changing room, a shower and an efficient and 
state-of-the-art system to collect rain water as 
it’s mandated by our tradition.  

As a Hebrew School parent and its Princi-
pal, I can’t be more grateful and proud for our 
new Hebrew School space. The new class-
rooms are big, well illuminated and equipped 
with whiteboards and TVs. We have now our 
own kitchen with a dedicated snack area. This 
new space is also a reminder that we have a 
responsibility, both to fill these classrooms 
with more Jewish kids and also with more 
Jewish values and tradition.  I also want to 
express how happy and proud I am that all 
the bathrooms in our new Synagogue are 
now gender-neutral. I’m sure it will require 
some time for us to get used to them, but we 
can be proud that we have become a safe and 
welcoming place for everyone.

The COVID-19 vaccine, the returning to 
a life of social interaction and a magnificent 
renovated building for our congregation, call 
us to start thinking on how we will implement 
all the lessons we have learnt this year, and 
how we plan to become the Synagogue we 
want to be in the future. Now it’s the time 
to put our creativity to work, drawing ideas 
from the wisdom of our tradition towards the 
challenges of our times, contributing with 
projects that strengthen us and build a united 
Jewish community, and bringing the best of 
us so we can ensure a Jewish future for many 
generations to come.

B’bracha, 

As social interaction is at the core of what humans are, 
social isolation deeply affects our emotions and the 
way we live our lives.

Scharfstein Gibbings 
Walen Fisher LLP

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 

Grant J. Scharfstein, Q.C. 
P 306-653-2838   •   F 306-652-47 47
E gscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com  

200 Princeton Tower   •  123 -2nd Ave. S
Saskatoon, SK S7K 7E6  
www.scharfsteinlaw.com
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Online Hate Has Gone Viral During COVID 
by Judy Zelikovitz
Vice President, University and Local Partner Services at CIJA, the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs.

continued on page 10

Since the beginning 
of the pandemic, we 
have been confront-
ed by two viruses: 
COVID-19 and, in its 

wake, the rampant spread of online hate. 
As much of the world has been forced 

indoors, our time on the Internet using social 
media has increased, which has advantages. 
We have found new ways to engage, stay in 
touch with our loved ones, and maintain and 
transform our connections to our workplaces 
and the world. 

But the same technologies that have al-
lowed us to keep connected have also served 
as springboards for the spread of online hate 
and conspiracy theories, which form the per-
fect Venn diagram of antisemitism.  Since the 
pandemic, we have witnessed the emergence 
of ludicrous conspiracy theories accusing 
Jews of being responsible for the spread of 
COVID-19 or of profiting from the havoc. As 
a community that has consistently encouraged 
compliance with public health measures, we 
may be tempted to dismiss these outlandish 
conspiracy theories as nonsense. It is a type of 
nonsense, however, that spreads quickly and 
remains a cause for great concern.

Recent history has taught us that what 
begins online as the absurd mutterings of a 
few haters can, and too often does, turn into 
real-world violence. 

What we witnessed in Pittsburgh, Christ-
church, and Halle can certainly happen again. 
The threat is even greater today because 
people are spending more time online while 

also under considerable financial and emo-
tional stress, a combination that makes people 
even more susceptible to messages online hate 
mongers are peddling. 

Curbing online hate has been a priority for 
our community – and therefore for CIJA – for 
nearly a decade. Since the beginning of the 
pandemic, we have remained on high alert, 
monitoring the emergence of antisemitic and 
hateful activity and bringing it to the atten-
tion of law enforcement and social media 
platforms. 

Recently, we launched Stop the Transmis-
sion! a campaign powered by CIJA and funded 
by the Department of Canadian Heritage 
through the Anti-Racism Action Program. 
The campaign has provided practical tools and 
tips to hundreds of thousands of Canadians 
to identify and slow the spread of conspiracy 
theories, misinformation, and deliberate dis-
information. 

We have also engaged directly with social 
media giants and are proud to have collabo-
rated with our colleagues at the World Jewish 
Congress to urge Facebook to ban Holocaust 
denial, one of the most pernicious forms of 
Jew-hatred, from their platform, an action 
they took earlier this year. 

We continue to call on social media com-
panies to adopt the IHRA definition of anti-
semitism, the most widely accepted definition 
in use today, including by the Government of 
Canada who adopted it as formal policy in 
its 2019 Anti-Racism Strategy. In response 
to the global collective effort of our com-
munity, Facebook’s COO Sheryl Sandberg 

said that “the IHRA’s working definition of 
anti-Semitism has been invaluable – both in 
informing our own approach” and that Face-
book would “continue to refine” its “policy 
lines as speech and society evolve.” 

A continuing aspect of our work is advo-
cating for governments to advance policies 
to address online hate directly. Federally, we 
continue our call for a national strategy on on-
line hate that includes clear, harmonized, and 
uniform regulations that apply to platforms 
and providers operating in Canada as well 

as an independent regulator to enforce them. 
You can help by visiting www.notonmy-

feed.ca and Taking Action!
CIJA is also working with the Department 

of Canadian Heritage to host the Action Sum-
mit to Combat Online Hate, scheduled for 
April 14-15. You can pre-register here. 

The Action Summit will feature discussions 
with renowned experts, law enforcement, 
industry leaders, and community groups like 
ours. The goals are to create greater under-
standing of the issue and develop concrete 
actions to address it.

Even once the pandemic is over, our mi-
gration to the digital world will endure.  We 
therefore must stay committed and united in 
our efforts to combat antisemitism and other 
forms of hatred online. 

Recently, we launched Stop the Transmission! a 
campaign powered by CIJA The campaign has 

provided practical tools and tips to hundreds of 
thousands of Canadians to identify and slow the 

spread of conspiracy theories, misinformation, 
and deliberate disinformation.

Experience is what we call the 
accumulation of our mistakes.

- Yiddish folk Saying
306-222-8466
centennialplumbing.com

We Repair, Replace and Maintain:
Furnaces

Air Conditioners
Plumbing Fixtures & Systems
Electrical Fixtures & Systems
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Biography of the Month: Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks
by Stan Schroeder

Editor’s Note: Stan Schroeder is the Editor 
of  Congregation Shir Ami’s “Shir Notes” in 
Los Angeles which also won a Gold Medal for 
“Bulletins.” He writes biographies of famous 
Jews and has offered to share them with us. 
This article was first published in the Shir Notes. 
Steven Goluboff and Stan met each other in 
Jerusalem to discuss their community Bulletins 
several years ago

Note: This article was originally published 
in Congregation Shir Ami monthly newslet-
ter in February 2020. At that time he hadn’t 
been diagnosed with the cancer that took 
his life November 8 2020. I have made some 
corresponding changes. [Stan Schroeder] 

Tuesday evening, January 21, 2020 our 
member (and Shir Notes column author) 
Lou Loomis and I attended a lecture at the 
Sephardic Temple in Los Angeles by Rabbi 
Lord Jonathan Sacks. Rabbi Sacks is world 
renown, not only in the Jewish world. It was 
a “once in a lifetime” experience. I regularly 
use his Torah commentaries at our monthly 
Shabbat Torah study sessions. This article is 
largely excerpted from Wikipedia. 

Jonathan Henry Sacks, Baron Sacks, was 
a British Orthodox rabbi, philosopher, theo-
logian, author and politician. He served as 
the Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew Con-
gregations of the Commonwealth from 1991  
to 2013. As the spiritual head of the United 
Synagogue, the largest synagogue body in the 
UK, he was the Chief Rabbi of those Ortho-
dox synagogues, but was not recognized as 
the religious authority for the Haredi Union 
of Orthodox Hebrew Congregations or for 
the progressive movements such as Masorti, 
Reform, and Liberal Judaism. As Chief Rabbi, 
Sacks formally carried the title of Av Beit 
Din (head) of the London Beth Din. He is now 
known as the Emeritus Chief Rabbi. 

Since stepping down as Chief Rabbi, in 
addition to his international travelling and 
speaking engagements and prolific writing, 
Sacks has served as the Ingeborg and Ira 
Rennert Global Distinguished Professor of 
Judaic Thought at New York University and 
as the Kressel and Ephrat Family University 
Professor of Jewish Thought at Yeshiva Uni-
versity. He has also been appointed as Pro-
fessor of Law, Ethics and the Bible at King’s 
College London. He won the Templeton 

Prize (awarded for work affirming life’s spiri-
tual dimension) in 2016. He is also a Senior 
Fellow to the Raoul Wallenberg Center for 
Human Rights.

Born in Lambeth, London on March 8, 
1948, Sacks commenced his formal education 
at St Mary’s Primary School and at Christ’s 
College, Finchley. He completed his higher 
education at Gonville & Caius College, 
Cambridge where he gained a first-class hon-
ors degree (Master of Arts (Cambridge)) in 
Philosophy. While a student at Cambridge, 
Sacks traveled to New York to meet Rab-
bi Menachem M. Schneerson, to discuss a 
variety of issues relating to religion, faith and 
philosophy. Schneerson urged Sacks to seek 
rabbinic ordination and to enter the rabbinate. 

Sacks subsequently continued postgradu-
ate study at New College, Oxford and King’s 
College London, completing a PhD which 
was awarded by the University of London in 
1982. Sacks received his rabbinic ordina-
tion from Jews’ College and London’s Etz 
Chaim Yeshiva.

Sacks’s first rabbinic appointment (1978–
1982) was as the Rabbi for the Golders 
Green synagogue in London. In 1983, he 
became Rabbi of the prestigious Marble 
Arch synagogue in Central London, a posi-
tion he held until 1990. Between 1984 and 
1990, Sacks also served as Principal of Jews’ 
College, the world’s oldest rabbinical semi-
nary. Dr. Sacks was inducted to serve as Chief 
Rabbi of the United Hebrew Congregations 
of the Commonwealth on 1 September 1991, 
a position he held until 1 September 2013.

Sacks became a Knight Bachelor in 
the Queen’s Birthday Honors in 2005 “for 
services to the Community and to Inter-faith 
Relations”. He was made an Honorary Free-
man of the London Borough of Barnet in Sep-
tember 2006. On 13 July 2009 the House of 
Lords Appointments Commission announced 
that Sacks was recommended for a life peer-
age with a seat in the House of Lords. He took 
the title “Baron Sacks, of Aldgate in the City 
of London”, and sits as a crossbencher. Sacks 
was a vegetarian.

The author of 25 books, Sacks has pub-
lished commentaries on the daily Jewish 
prayer book siddur and has completed 
commentaries to the Rosh Hashanah, Yom 
Kippur and Pesach festival prayer-books 
(machzorim) as of 2017. His other books 
include, Not in God’s Name: Confronting Re-
ligious Violence, and The Great Partnership: 
God, Science and the Search for Meaning. 
His books have won literary awards, includ-

ing the Grawemeyer 
Prize for Religion in 
2004 for The Dignity 
of Difference, and 
a National Jewish 
Book Award in 2000 
for A Letter in the 
Scroll. Covenant & 
Conversation: Gene-
sis was also awarded 
a National Jewish 
Book Award in 2009, 
and his commentary 
to the Pesach festival 
prayer book won the Modern Jewish Thought 
and Experience Dorot Foundation Award in 
the 2013 National Jewish Book Awards in 
the United States. His Covenant & Conversa-
tion commentaries on the weekly Torah por-
tion are read by thousands of people in Jewish 
communities around the world.

Sacks’ contributions to wider British society 
have also been recognized. A regular contribu-
tor to national media, frequently appearing on 
BBC Radio 4’s Thought for the Day or writing 
the Credo column or opinion pieces in The 
Times, Sacks was awarded the The Sanford 
St. Martin’s Award for 2013 for “his advocacy 
of Judaism and religion in general”. He was 
invited to the wedding of Prince William of 
Wales and Kate Middleton as a representative 
of the Jewish community.

Rabbi Sacks was awarded the prestigious 
Templeton Prize for 2016. The Prize is 
awarded for contributions to affirming llfe’s 
spiritual dimension. Previous recipients in-
clude Mother Theresa, Desmond Tutu, and 
the Dalai Lama. Valued at about $1.5 million, 
the prize is awarded to a living person who has 
made such a contribution, whether through 
insight, discovery, or practical works.

Rabbi Sacks died of cancer Saturday, 
November 7, 2020. He was a foremost repre-
sentative of Judaism to the world and leading 
interpreter of Torah for all Jews. His website 
rabbisacks.org still contains his insightful 
writings and weekly analysis of the Torah 
portion.
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Contact Nicky Gitlin through Facebook (www.facebook.com/
delish.irony) or Instagram (@delish.irony) or email at 
delish.irony@gmail.com if you would like to place an order.

Contact Nicky Gitlin 
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(www.facebook.com/delish.irony) 
or Instagram (@delish.irony) 
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delish.irony@gmail.com 

if you would like to place an order.

continued on page 12

1-800-667-5353
Bucket Service Available
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President: Mark Ditlove

Saskatoon

Quality Memorials approved 
for Agudas Cemetery

210B - 33rd Street East
Saskatoon, SK  S7K 0S3

306-652-5363
www.remco-memorials.ca

In 1948 Ben & Esther Dayson (nee Nemetz) 
moved to Saskatoon. 

Prior to that Ben & Esther had lived in 
Viscount for 13 years and owned the general 

When my father passed away in August and 
our family gathered in Florida, I came across 
a drawer full of harmonicas and burst into 
tears. My dad loved to play the harmonica. 
It reminded me that when I was in Grade 10 

and living on Kibbutz Kfar Blum, I wrote a 
paper on the illegal immigration to Palestine 

Saul Max Diament - 1920 to 2003
by Debbie Diament

Editor's Note: This piece was first published in the Bulletin in the fall of 2004.

I have many memories of growing up in 
Saskatoon with my dad being the rabbi. 
I have lived in Toronto for many years 
and keep up with the Jewish Community 
through our good friends Alan and Linda 
Goluboff. I was last in Saskatoon in 1988 
for my dad's retirement banquet at Marquis 
Hall where the highlight was the Klezmer 
Band, with David Kaplan and David Green 
playing. We hope to visit Saskatoon in the 
next few years and show our son Jacob 
where we grew up.

- that was how Dad had come to Palestine.  
I interviewed a member of the kibbutz who 
had been on the same ship as my dad. He 
remembered my father, not because he was 
German-speaking, but because dad played 
the harmonica.

That journey was crucial to Dad. In 1996, 
he accompanied a youth group from the 
United States on a reenactment of the voyage 
to Palestine on the last illegal ship, the Tiger 
Hill. They sailed through the Bosporus via 
Cyprus and Rhodes, to Israel. Dad reunited 
with fellow survivors from the ship.

Father, husband, son, brother, rabbi and 
teacher. Rabbi Saul Diament was born on 
Oct 3, 1920 in Gelsenkirchen, Germany.  He 
died August 26, 2004 in Hollywood, Florida, 
of natural causes from complications from 
cervical stenosis.

OUR LEGACY HISTORY
The Daysons by Shirley Barnett

store there. 
It had been time to move to the city as 

their son Philip was becoming bar mitzvah 
age. Shirley was 8 and both attended Wilson 
Public School. 

Ben purchased Hawkins Meat Market at 
114 2nd Ave S. and retained Mike Rogers as 
the butcher.

Although they were happy in Saskatoon, 
Esther missed her 8 siblings and a year later 
moved to Vancouver where they spent the 
remainder of their time.  

Always visited by friends from Saskatoon 
and attending Viscount reunion picnics they 
always recalled their years on the prairies as 

wonderful years -  sewing for the war effort, 
curling, Eastern Star meetings and making 
lifelong friends. 

It has been a pleasure for their children 
Philip Dayson & Shirley Barnett to reconnect 
through the Legacy Project. 

As a young man, Dad was active in the 
Labour Zionist Youth Movement in Germany. 
He and a brother were picked up from the 
street and deported to Poland before World 
War II  because the family had been forced 
to retain its Polish citizenship.

Due to Dad's prominence in the youth 
movement, he was able to escape Nazi 
Germany via Warsaw, and go on to Konstanza 
on the Black Sea, where he was permitted 
passage on the Tiger Hill. After two months 
on the high seas, as the ship approached 
Palestine, it was strafed by British aircraft 
and forced to run aground off Tel Aviv. The 
survivors carried their dead on their backs as 
they swam to shore on September 1st, 1939, 
the day World War II broke out. Crowds 
awaited them on the shore of Tel Aviv to give 

This page is spsonored by Debbie Diament (daughter of Rabbi Saul and Ann Diament), of Toronto
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An Update from 
B’nai Brith Canada

December, 2020 – February, 2021
by Brian Herman, B’nai Brith Director of Government Relations

This page is sponsored by Alan, Linda and Sam Goluboff of Toronto
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A cross-section of recent issues of interest, 
with links for those receiving this update 
electronically. All our news, and the docu-
ments referred to, can be found at the B’nai 
Brith Canada website.
 
If you want to receive news and updates 
via e-mail, or if you have any questions or 
comments, just send a note to Brian Her-
man, Director of Government Relations, at 
bherman@bnaibrith.ca 
___________________________________
A Revitalized B’nai Brith Canada Web-
site…….
Have you noticed our new look website, with 
a fresh emphasis on what we stand for? “B’nai 
Brith Canada is the country’s oldest indepen-
dent Jewish human rights organization. We 
are a principled grassroots voice, dedicated 
to eradicating racism, antisemitism and hatred 
in all its forms, championing the rights of the 
marginalized, while providing basic human 
needs for members of our community.”

……And our Key Messages?
 “B’nai Brith Canada is recognized as a vital 
voice in promoting Jewish unity and continu-
ity, a staunch defender of the State of Israel 
and global Jewry, a tireless advocate on behalf 
of senior citizens and a leader in combating 
antisemitism and racism. Our support comes 
from thousands of Canadian families with di-
verse backgrounds and interests that empower 
the organization to speak to government, to 
media and to the public at large, on issues of 
concern to the Jewish community.”

Freedom of Expression vs Countering Hate
In October, B’nai Brith Canada submitted 
detailed views to the Canadian Commission 
on Democratic Expression. The Commission 
listened to us; several of our ideas were taken-
up in the final report. Our fundamental point 
is unequivocal: The right to freedom from 
hatred because of one’s religion must exist 
on the same plane as the right to freedom of 
expression.

Israel and the International Criminal 
Court
The International Criminal Court has decided 
that its Chief Prosecutor has jurisdiction to 
investigate possible war crimes involving 
Israel in “Gaza, the West Bank and East Je-
rusalem.” This decision is wrong and we’ve 
said so. We’ve also said that Canada must 
stand strong against the overt politicization 
of international bodies such as the ICC. Read 
more in our new policy paper on how the ICC 
is unfairly treating Israel.

Time to Remove ex-Nazi Helmut Ober-
lander from Canada
On February 8th, deportation proceedings 
against Helmut Oberlander were delayed. 
B’nai Brith Canada, long a leader in seek-
ing Oberlander’s removal from Canada, 
expressed profound disappointment: “After 
more than a quarter of a century of legal 
wrangling, [this] is a tragedy and disgrace 
to Canada’s reputation. Read our latest state-
ment against the backdrop of our policy paper 
on ‘Opposing Nazi Glorification at Home and 
Abroad’.

UofT Students Cannot be Compelled to 
Support BDS
The University of Toronto Graduate Students’ 
Union (UTGSU) has been told by a university 
panel to stop using student fees to promote 
the anti-Israel BDS movement. The success-
ful complaint was brought by a Jewish UofT 
graduate student with the assistance of B’nai 
Brith Canada. It comes as the culmination 
of five years of dogged activism against the 
Union’s BDS policy and antisemitism on 
campus.

B’nai Brith Canada’s 3rd Annual Diverse 
Minds Creative Writing Competition
The ‘Diverse Minds’ contest is expanding this 
year, inviting high school students in Mani-
toba and the cities of Montreal, Edmonton and 
Toronto, to create their own original children’s 
books that reflect on the values of diversity 
and inclusion. As this project expands, we’ve 
created a website dedicated to how the initia-
tive promotes tolerance and understanding 
among Canada’s youth.

A New Law Society with a Home in B’nai 
Brith Canada
It’s an exciting time for the Jewish legal com-
munity in Canada, particularly for those who 
want to contribute to fighting antisemitism and 
standing up for human rights. We’re offering 
opportunities to join our newly established 
law society; to be called the Matas Law Soci-
ety in honour of Winnipeg’s David Matas, one 
of Canada’s most renowned and accomplished 
lawyers and human-rights activists.

Promoting a Uniform Definition of Anti-
semitism
We continue to push for adoption by Canada’s 
cities and provinces of the working definition 
of antisemitism used by the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA). 
Ontario became the first Canadian province 
to adopt the definition, in October.  In January, 
Muslims Against Antisemitism backed the 
definition. In the world of industry, several 
major German firms – including Daimler, 
Deutsche Bahn, Deutsche Bank and Volkswa-
gen – jointly adopted the definition. Several 

continued on page 12
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Our next meeting will 
be Sunday, March 14 at 
7:30 p.m. and it is likely 
to be a fairly short gather-

ing.  We will be discussing a suggestion by 
a Bat Mitzvah that we no longer provide a 
silver ring for each B’nei Mitzvah. Instead, 
B’nai Brith will provide $200 to the young 
person to be directed towards Tzedakah.  We 
could invite the B’nei Mitzvah to write an 
educational article for the Bulletin, telling us 
about where the money was directed, and why 
they chose as they did.

We are cautiously optimistic that the 67th 

Annual B’nai Brith Silver Plate Dinner will 
be held Tuesday, November 2.  If the Din-
ner happens, I suspect we will sell all 1000 
tickets as there is going to be a huge desire 
for everyone to reconnect.  If the traditional 
dinner is not possible, I am confident that our 
new leadership team of Michael Shaw and 
Joel Bernbaum will once again rise to the 
challenge and the funds that are so essential 
to so many will be raised.

I want to put a plug in for the wonderful 
advocacy work that B’nai Brith Canada has 
been doing since the new executive director, 
Michael Mostyn, has been in place. Please see 

for yourself by requesting the online updates 
from communications@bnaibrith.ca to learn 
about their effective advocacy.  Brian Herman, 
BB Director of Government Relations, has 
provided reliable and enthusiastic support to 
our Lodge for some years.  I hope you will 
read his very informative contributions to 
the Bulletin.

BB welcomes new members at any time.  
All Jewish persons approx. 25 yrs+, are in-
vited to be voting members of BB.  All those 
with a Jewish spouse or partner are eligible 
to be associate members.

B’nai Brith Update
by David Katzman,President – Saskatoon B’nai Brith Lodge 739, Dinner Co-Chair

Scharfstein Gibbings 
Walen Fisher LLP

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 
Michael R. Scharfstein, B.Comm., J.D.

P 306-653-2838   •   F 306-652-4747
mscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com  

200 Princeton Tower   •  123 -2nd Ave. S
Saskatoon, SK S7K 7E6  
www.scharfsteinlaw.com

This should fill our hearts with pride... As 
Moses led our people out of bondage, these 
scientists are going to lead the world out of 
the pandemic. 

 Mikael Dolsten, Chief Scientific Officer 
at Pfizer, is Jewish. He grew up in Halmstad, 
Sweden, the son of a Jewish father with 
prewar roots in Sweden and a Jewish mother 
who escaped Austria in the early days of 
WWII. He visited Israel several times as 
a youngster and did a year of his doctoral 
work at the Weizmann Institute. There he 
learned cutting-edge immunology which led 
him to pharmaceutical science. Dolsten has 
referred in interviews to rising anti-Semitism 
in Sweden.

Pfizer CEO Albert Borla is a Sephardic 
Jew from Thessalonika, Greece, a city whose 
Jewish population was almost completely 
wiped out during WWII. The Borla family's 
history in Thessalonika goes back 5 centuries 

Pride in Accomplishments
and Borla visits his remaining family members 
there yearly. He now lives in New York City.

The Chief Medical Officer for Moderna, 
a Cambridge, Mass.- based company is an 
Israeli immigrant named Tal Zaks. Previously, 
he served as head of Global Oncology at 
Sanofi Pharmaceuticals. Zaks received his 
M.D. and Ph.D. degrees at Ben Gurion 
University and conducted post-doc research 
at the NIH. 

The scientist responsible, with a colleague, 
for the pioneering breakthroughs that allowed 
the development of an mRNA vaccine 
(the novel approach used by Moderna 
and Pfizer for dealing with COVID-19) is 
University of Pennsylvania's Drew Weissman. 
A Professor of Medicine at Penn, he received 
his BA and MA degrees at Brandeis and MD/
Microbiology and Ph.D. at Boston University. 
Weissman once worked with a fellowship at 

the NIH under Dr. Fauci. 
President-Elect Joe Biden named his new 

head for the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention ("CDC"):  Dr. Rochelle Walensky, 
Professor of Medicine at Harvard Medical 
School and Chief of Infectious Diseases at 
Massachusetts General Hospital.  She works 
as a physician at a Jewish camp for a a week 
each summer.

Also in the clan is Jeff Zients, who will 
be Biden's overseer for the entire federal 
coronavirus response. Zients led the successful 
effort to fix the government's Health.gov 
website when it became damaged during the 
launch of the Affordable Care Act.

And remember that we are less than 2% of 
the North American population.

 Editor's Note: Thanks to Mike Levine for 
contributing this to The Bulletin.
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C H A R T E R E D   A C C O U N T A NTS

The first time I was away for Purim from 
Saskatoon was in 1971. It was Israel.  I can 
remember exactly what I wore to the party 
which was at our Ulpan..  Imagine living in an 
English army barracks from the second world 
war. That's where our city Ulpan  was!  Ulpan 
Borochov.  In Givatayim.  Is it still there?  I 
wonder. Maybe. It was just down from the 
next area which was Ramat Gan. Diamond 
Center of Israel.  And that's still there.

The Main Street of Givatayim, a wonderful 
little shop and bakery, a great old street, all that 
has to have changed now for sure.  In 1971 
there were only 3 million Israeli citizens. Now 
there are 9 million people in that same country.   
Infill.  Roads hotels.A brand new bus station 
and other kinds of transportation vehicles. And 
the fast newer trains -  moving people quickly. 
All over the place.  Higher buildings.

This was at a time when lots of new 
immigrants were coming to Israel from all 
over the place.  Very safe time with lots of 
excitement.  In my dormitory room there 
was a girl from Paris and a girl from Quito, 
Ecuador.   The girl from Quito's parents had 
escaped Europe.  She was tall gorgeous and 
Ashkenazi looking.  Already spoke German, 
Spanish and English. The gal from France 
very different.  Smoker, obnoxious. That is the 
truth. I hitch hiked everywhere possible and 
met many wonderful people. Great.

For five months we shared that room and we 
went to classes. Together.  Different classes, 
depending on your level of Hebrew. 

One window. One door. No sink. No toilet. 
Three beds and a storage spot.

The program was arranged by the 
SACHNUT in Montreal and cost me $249 
for room, board and lessons! Bargain. I went 
with a one-way ticket.

Israel was investing 
in the future of new 
immigrants and made 
it very reasonable for 
them to come in to 
be absorbed into our 
home. That is Israel. It 
is always there for us. 

But all that didn't 
matter. We got up, went 
to take a shower in the 
common place and ate 
in a room that was fit 
for soldiers.   Barren. 
No frills. Good food 
though. Then we went 
to  our  c lass rooms 
and there was a little 
heater in there burning 
oil as they did at that 
time to heat up all the 
unheated buildings. For 
five hours we had the 
greatest teacher.   We were not allowed to 
speak English or any of the languages in the 
room. We learned Hebrew!  And it worked. 
For most. 

After 1 PM you were on your own. At that 
point some of us went to work, some of us 
stayed and studied and some of us went and 
explored or looked for ways to further attach 
ourselves to Israel. I had a job at Diners Club 
Israel. Typing.  Good skill to have.

So PURIM in Israel was great because 

everyone ran around  the streets with these 
little plastic hammer things and banged people 
on the head. At least they did that in 1971. 
Street party into the night.

 I'm sure everybody is happy now in Israel 
today to get back their lives because they 
are the country that has vaccinated the most 
people against Covid19 in the world. Also it 
comes at a time, as in the story of Purim, when 
Persia is again threatening Israel.

Away From Home – Purim 1971
by Lorna Bernbaum – Ottawa, Ontario

Lorna on left with roommate 
on Israeli Ulpan 1971

If you are going to do something 
wrong, at least enjoy it.

 - Yiddish Folk Saying

programs, the most recent and possibly one 
of the best I ever remember, the google visit 
with the world-renowned Jewish activist Anat 
Hoffman, who shared the challenges of the 
non-orthodox Jewish community in Israel 
and how it also impacts Jews of the diaspora.

I was disappointed that we did not have 
an Israel directed fund raising program as 
we have had since the birth of the State of 
Israel. Whether it is United Israel Appeal, The 
Jerusalem Foundation, the Jewish National 
Fund, Peace Now or any others really does 
not matter. Israel to most of us is part of how 
we define ourselves as Jews. Let us not forget 
this in the coming year.

A final thought I know shared by many, 
is now that we have a physical building and 
synagogue that we can be proud of, let us 

Editorial... continued from page 3
figure out how we can fill it for synagogue 
services, social and cultural events and 
invite our non-Jewish friends to share in 
some of our programming. Outreach must 
be a priority of the Board of Trustees. A 
tangible and well planned membership 
committee must be formed, combined with 
a rejuvenated communication and public 
relations committee to reach out to all Jews in 
Saskatoon and northern Saskatchewan. Please 
be safe and well and I look forward to when 
we can remove our masks. 
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Who is Israel's artist 
of the year? What song 
have all the kids been 
playing on repeat? 

Which songs have been dominating the 
radio? And how does this connect to the latest 
developments in Israeli society?

Israeli music carries deep, critical messages 
about current events, societal challenges, and 
the shifting geopolitical situation all while 
keeping a good beat.

In this series, we’ll listen to some of Israel’s 
latest hits, examine the lyrics and discuss 
some of the deeper messages behind the 
catchy tunes.
First Session - Jewish-Israeli Fusion
March 17th. Israel is known to be a big melting 
pot for Jews from different backgrounds, 
ethnicities, and observances. And when it 
comes to Jewish Pop Music (yes, it's a thing), 
this melting pot creates a very interesting 
soundtrack.
Second Session - I'm not a toy!
April 28th. The Israeli female pop musicians 
have something to say, and they say it loud!

In this session, we'll explore the new voices 
of Israeli young women and the messages 
they deliver.
Third session - Everything is Political
May 26th. Israelis love to say what's on their 
mind, straight to your face. Especially when it 
comes to politics. Israeli music is no different. 
In the session, we'll listen to how through fun 

Anat Hoffman (Hebrew: ןמפוה תנע; born 
1954) is an Israeli activist and serves as 
Executive Director of the Israel Religious 
Action Center, also known as IRAC. She 
is the director and founding member of 
Nashot HaKotel, also known as Women of 
the Wall. Hoffman is a former member of the 
Jerusalem City Council. In 2013, the Israeli 
newspaper Haaretz named her "Person of 
the Year", noting the award reflected "the 
prominence that she has achieved across the 
Jewish world over the past 12 months". The 
Jerusalem Post listed her fifth, among its list 
of 50 Most Influential Jews, for forcefully and 
successfully bringing the issue of women's 

Israeli Music Series "Alone in the Desert"   

The Unexpected Deep Messages of Israeli Music
by Perry Romberg, Regional Communities Consultant, Jewish Federations of Canada - UIA
Enjoy the variety of Israeli Music in this special series which will be led by a professional expert from Israel. 

beats and melodies, the Israeli 
complex political reality lies.

The facilitator - Uri Levin 
- BIO

I am an engaging educator, 
lecturer,  and facili tator 
with more than 15 years 
of experience in Jewish 
education, both in Israel and 
abroad.

From 2011-2015, I was 
Head of the Experiential 
Education Department at 
IDC Herzliya’s Recanati 
International School. I also 
served as a Shaliach and 
Jewish Educator in the US 
(Omaha, Nebraska 2004-
2006) and in Austral ia 
(Melbourne, Victoria 2016-
2018).

M y  p e r s o n a l  a n d 
professional path has provided 
exciting opportunities to 
work with a diverse range of 
organizations, partners, and 
clients. These include the 
Jewish Agency for Israel, the World Zionist 
Organization, the World Union of Progressive 
Judaism, Masa Israel, Netzer Australia, IDC 
Herzliya, various Jewish Federations, JCCs, 
tourism companies, NGOs, and more. I have 

a BA and a Teaching Diploma in Theatre Arts 
from Tel Aviv University and am currently 
completing an MA in Education Management 
from the Kibbutzim College of Education, 
Technology

Alone in the Desert:
Israeli Music Series 

02
I'm Not a Toy!

The new voices of
Israeli young women

April 28

01
Jewish-Israeli

Fusion
The soundtrack of the

Israeli melting pot
March 17

Join us for an online
contemporary Israeli
music series, to explore
the unexpected intricate
messages of Israel’s music!

03
 Everything is

Political
Between Israeli pop

music and politics
May 26

Attendance is free.
RSVP:
https://www.tfaforms
.com/4885664

WEDNESDAYS
March 7 | April 28 | May 26

8:00 PM Israel
7:00 CET
1:00P PM EST / 10:00 AM PST

#Davka in these times,
let's get together!

Facilitator: Uri Levin

rights at the Kotel to the "forefront of the 
consciousness of world Jewry".

Hoffman is a Sabra born 
on a kibbutz near Jerusalem 
in 1954. Her mother, Varda 
Blechman, was the first child 
born at Kibbutz Ramat Rachel 
(Hebrew: לֵחָר ַתמָר, lit. Rachel's 
Heights). Her American-
born father, Charles Weiss, 
served as a Voice of America 
correspondent in Israel. She attended the 
Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design. She also 
excelled as a competitive athlete, becoming 
a champion swimmer. She competed in the 

Maccabiah Games, winning titles in nine 
events.

In 1974, after she 
completed her service 
in the Israel Defence 
Forces, she and her 
husband at the time, 
Michael, left for the 
United States to study. 
She graduated from 
UCLA in 1980 with a 

B.A. in Psychology. While at UCLA, she 
was connected to Hillel: The Foundation for 
Jewish Campus Life and started the Israeli 

Women of the Wall
Anat Hoffman was our special guest on a Agudas Israel Zoom meeting in February. She gave a dynamic and inspiring talk about 

the challenges of non-orthodox Jews in Israel. Thank you to Simonne Horwitz for organizing this extraordinary event. 
     

Anat Hoffman 
observing a WOW Torah Reading
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Saul Diament... continued from page 7

This page is sponsored by Dr. Edward Kaplan of New Haven , Connecticut

I attended Hebrew school, these places were 
rich and opulent. Here in Saskatoon, we have 
more of a sense of community, we have a 
wonderful rabbi, and dynamic leadership, but 
our physical space needed some work. Reas-
suring my wife that most synagogues were 
beautiful purpose-built spaces that did not 
have gym flooring was not always easy. Our 
conditions did not lesson the commitment of 
our members, but it was hard for me to really 
think that we were doing justice to our culture 
in the eyes of those who were not born Jewish. 
This was also true for our next generation, our 
Hebrew schoolteachers, and our Rabbi, all of 
whom deserved better. Those who join us for 
prayer or lessons should have a space equal 
to their passion.

Recently I had the opportunity to see the 
new building in its nearly finished state. I 

them dry clothing.
He served in the Jewish Brigade under 

General Montgomery and the British 8th 
Army in Egypt and Palestine for 5 years. 
At the end of the war, he reunited with his 
brother Freddy, where he first learned of the 
death of his parents and of three of his other 
brothers in the concentration camps (a sister 
Elly survived and was then living in Poland 
in a DP camp). In 1947, Dad had saved up 
enough money for passage to New York, to 
continue his education.

In 1950, Dad married my beloved mother, 
Ann Lewin. They had 3 children: Chip, David 
and Debbie. David suffered from a tragic 
illness, and died at age 44 in 1998.

Dad's passion was Jewish Religious 
Education and he was ultimately ordained by 
the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute 
of Religion as a Reform rabbi in New York 
City in 1959. In addition, he earned 2 Masters 
degrees, one in Education and the other in 

Jewish History. He had congregations in 
Richmond, CA, Fargo, N.D, Philadelphia, PA, 
before accepting the pulpit in Saskatoon, SK. 
He also established a Chair of Jewish Studies 
at St Thomas More College, University of 
Saskatchewan, where he lectured for 20 years.

After Dad's retirement from Saskatoon 
in 1988, my parents moved to Hollywood, 
Florida and until his illness, he maintained an 
active Jewish life, often conducting services 
for colleagues, and working as a chaplain 
for a hospice organization, taking care of the 
Jewish elderly.

Dad had suffered from cervical stenosis 
since 1998. He lost the ability to use his hands 
and legs and though he became dependent 
daily on the assistance of my mother, he 
determinedly kept up his intellectual interests.

You, the Congregation Agudas Israel, 
knew my father as the public man. We knew 
him as the private man and we both knew 
his outstanding character and generosity of 

spirit. I'm sure we would all agree that there 
was something so special about my dad, and 
his capacity to befriend both believers and 
non-believers. One of the expressions that 
will forever stay in my mind, at the time of the 
High Holidays, is dad's insistence that we may 
'miss the mark' but we never stop striving to do 

better.
A few months before Dad died, my brother 

Chip, who lives with his wife Val, daughter 
Michelle (12 yrs), and son William (6 yrs) in 
California, my husband Alex, and I, spent a 
week together with my parents. We made a 
video of my father narrating his life story. We 
will treasure it forever, as much for the video 
as for the pleasure he found in recounting 
the events of his life. Most poignantly, Dad 
told of the last time he saw his father, at 
the Gelsenkirchen railway station. As dad 
boarded the train, his father's final words were 
"Remember who you are".

could not be prouder. This new space is beauti-
ful and welcoming. I think it’s a mitzvah for 
me to be able to say to the new Jews in my 
family, both my wife and son, “look at this 
beautiful space for you.”

I think the renovation will do wonders to 
welcome new people into our community 
and bring some of our busier members back 
into the building. It can be very hard to put 
aside the old to create something new without 
knowing if the result will be an improvement. 
There is no doubt that it was worth it in this 
case. The work put in to create a sanctuary 
for worship will pay off in the connection we 
all feel with our Jewish friends and family. 

Now we can finally take the conversion 
class of last year and say “look at this beauti-
ful thing we built; our people are alive and 
vibrant! See!” If this is true for our converts 

Canadian municipalities have stepped up to 
the plate (as have Paris and London). Is it time 
for Saskatoon to act?

Maintaining Pressure on Iran’s Brutal 
Regime
It’s been more than one year since the shooting 
down of Flight PS752 by an Iranian surface 
to air missile. Jewish and Iranian community 
members continue their call for the federal 

B'nai Brith... continued from page 8

government take concrete action against the 
Iranian regime. The families of several victims 
have been joined by B’nai Brith Canada and 
Justice 88 in demanding both answers and ac-
tion. B’nai Brith earlier filed a lawsuit against 
the Canadian government citing its failure to 
comply with a parliamentary motion to list 
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
(IRGC) as a terrorist organization.
Holding Members of Parliament to Ac-

count for Their Words
B’nai Brith Canada wrote to federal NDP 
leader Jagmeet Singh in early January, refut-
ing the comments of two NDP Members of 
Parliament, who posted inflammatory social 
media statements that treat Israel in a totally 
unfair manner and that add fuel to the fire 
of antisemitic conspiracy theories. Read our 
letter to Jagmeet Singh and our subsequent 
comment.

Courage and Context... continued from cover

it goes doubly for our children. The building 
is now a wonderful place where we can be 
proud to bring our children for prayer, Hebrew 
school, and for their bar and bat mitzvahs. 

I am moved when I saw the new space. I 
hope those who read this Bulletin are as well 
when they see it in person. Being in isolation 
from the community has been tough for many. 
Being without a building has been tough, even 
before Covid.

I hope that, when safe to do so, we all 
come together to say Mazel Tov as we finally 
complete this wonderful project and slowly, 
carefully, resume seeing each other in person 
again. 
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The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:

As my father planted 
for me before I was 
born,
So do I plant for 
those who will come 
after me.

from the Talmud

Your contribution, 
sent to: 

Saskatoon Jewish 
Foundation 

Congregation Agudas 
Israel, 

715 McoKinnon Avenue, 
Saskatoon S7H 2G2 will 

be gratefully received 
and faithfully applied.

Sponsored by Michelle Bobowsky in honour of her late parents Yitzhak & Jennie Bobowsky.

TO GREETING FROM
LEGACY PROJECT

The Shiffman Family In memory of Bev Shiffman Leona Wasserman
Judah Shiffman In honour of your Bar Mitzvah Leona Wasserman
David Rose Happy Birthday Glady Rose
Jeffrey Sturgeon Happy Birthday Glady Rose
Estelle Kates Happy Birthday Glady Rose
Aaron Kates Rose & Haley Adams Happy Anniversary Glady Rose
Grant & Marsha Scharfstein Thank you Janet Erikson
Carol Wylie In memory of Bev Shiffman Kayla Hock
Rabbi Joel Klein Happy Birthday & Happy New Year Glady Rose
Dr. Joanne Sinai Happy New Year, Happy Birthday Glady Rose
Jonathan Klein Happy Birthday - Stay Well Glady Rose
James Taylor Happy Birthday & Stay Well Glady Rose
Rebecca Cooper & Dave Poster Happy Anniversary Glady Rose
 In loving memory of Naomi Judith Rose Glady Rose
 In loving memory of Marcia Sarlin Glady Rose
 In loving memory of Harry Sarlin Glady Rose
Kayla Hock Wishing you a happy belated 90th birthday Alan Rosenberg &  
  Lesley-Ann Crone

ELAINE & SHERWOOD SHARFE CANTORIAL FUND
Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky In appreciation of your generosity and loyalty Zara Gurstein
Kevin Sharfe In appreciation of your generosity and loyalty Zara Gurstein
Elaine & Sherry Sharfe In appreciation of your generosity and loyalty Zara Gurstein
Harold Shiffman In memory of your mother Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Ose Sokariboa Wishing you health & happiness in your new home Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Zara Gurstein For years of friendship Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Susan Katzman With sympathy on the loss of your mother Elaine & Sherry Sharfe

MARSHA & GRANT SCHARFSTEIN CHILDREN’S SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Harold & Lisa Shiffman With sympathy on the loss of your Mother Marsha & Grant  
  Scharfstein

Miklos Kanitz Holocaust Education Fund
Susan Katzman & Family In memory of your mother, Shirley East.  Burna Purkin &  
  Steve Mossny

CAI
Robert Cowan

Women of the Wall... continued from page 11

Student Organization. She was exposed to 
Reform Judaism and realized for the first time 
that Judaism was not limited to Orthodoxy. 
She later pursued graduate study at Bar Ilan 
University.

Returning to Israel, she became an activist 
for religious pluralism, becoming involved 
in the founding of Kol Haneshema, a Reform 
or progressive synagogue in Jerusalem. She 
served on the Jerusalem City Council from 
1988 to 2002, representing the Civil Rights 
and Peace Movement.

In the late 1980s she led a campaign for 
consumer rights with regard to Bezeq, the 
Israeli telecommunications company that had 
a monopoly, and refused to offer customer 
itemized bills. Hoffman complained, on behalf 
of consumers, that they were paying for items 
they had not used. In the end, she prevailed 

and Bezeq issued itemized bills to customers.
Anat Hoffman is chair of the Domari 

Society of Gypsies in Jerusalem. Additionally, 
prior to the 1993 Oslo Accords, Hoffman 
was the chairwoman of Women in Black, an 
international women's anti-war movement 
with an estimated 10,000 activists around the 
world. The first group was formed by Israeli 
women in Jerusalem in 1988, following the 
outbreak of the First intifada.

She was a member of the group that started 
Women of the Wall in December 1988. 
Women of the Wall is a group of women 
from around the world who are working to 
secure the right to pray in their fashion at 
the Western Wall, wearing prayer shawls and 
other religiously significant garments, singing 
and reading from the Torah collectively. 
When Israel's Supreme Court ruled in favour 

of Women of the Wall, Orthodox leaders 
and rabbis protested the decision. Arrested 
multiple times for wearing a prayer shawl 
at the Wall, Hoffman was defended by the 
Anti-Defamation League, which issued a 
statement saying that reports of her treatment, 
at the hands of Israeli police, were especially 
disturbing.

Since 2002 Hoffman has served as 
Executive Director of the Israel Religious 
Action Center, which was founded in 1987 
as the public and legal advocacy arm of the 
movement for Progressive Judaism in Israel. 
It is dedicated to promoting equality, justice, 
religious freedom.

Donate to IRAC and Women of the Wall 
at www.irac.org/support-irac/ The best way 
nowadays will be the 'online' donation. Thank 
you in advance for this.
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This page is sponsored by Claire and Arnold z’il Golumbia

Yahrzeits
March 6 Adar 22
Pekurovski, Anatoly  Mar 6 (22)
Brant, Reuben  Mar 7 (23)
Epstein, Freda  Mar 7 (23)
Bandar, Harry M.  Mar 8 (24)
Segal, Rebecca  Mar 8 (24)
Shafer, Yenta  Mar 8 (24)
Wolfe, Goldie  Mar 8 (24)
Bobowsky, Jennie  Mar 9 (25)
Shore, Fanny  Mar 9 (25)
Sklar, William  Mar 9 (25)
Taylor, Max  Mar 10 (26)
Goodman, Pearl  Mar 11 (27)
Bodovsky, Keile  Mar 12 (28)
Buckwold, Richard  Mar 12 (28)
Forgan, Rebecca  Mar 12 (28)
Ginsberg, Solomon  Mar 12 (28)
Katz, William  Mar 12 (28)

March 13 Adar 29
Gladstone, Nathan  Mar 13 (29)
Kolominsky, Eva  Mar 13 (29) 
Lehrer, Clara  Mar 14 (Nisan 1) 
Horowitz, David Mar 15 (2)  
Adilman, Jack  Mar 16 (3)
Goldenberg, Jacob Michael  Mar 16 (3)
Barsky, Jacob  Mar 17(4) 
Buckwald, Dorothy  Mar 17 (4)
Kolominsky, Kariton  Mar 17 (4)
Panak, Sarah  Mar 17 (4) 
Teitelbaum, Abraham  Mar 17 (4)
Brown, Samuel  Mar 18 (5) 
Levy, Marco  Mar 18 (5) 
Shafer, David  Mar 18 (5) 
Caplan, Samuel  Mar 19 (6) 
Frank, Bert  Mar 19 (6) 
Goldenberg, Joe  Mar 19 (6)
MacDonald, Kenneth  Mar 19 (6)
Morgan, Dora  Mar 19 (6)

March 20 Nisan 7
Getsher, Lazer  Mar 20 (7)
Jaffe, Judah M.  Mar 20 (7) 
Pollak, Miroslava (Mirka)  Mar 21 (8)
Rose, Gerry  Mar 21 (8) 
Horowitz, Rachel  Mar 22 (9) 
Shaket, Miriam  Mar 22 (9) 
Goldberg, Max  Mar 23 (10) 
Melamede, Sarah  Mar 23 (10)
Greenblat, James  Mar 24 (11)
Zickerman, Jolan  Mar 24 (11)
Feldman, Keiva  Mar 25 (12) 
Filer, Fanny  Mar 25 (12) 
Livergant, Sarah  Mar 25 (12)
Bernbaum, Frank  Mar 26 (13) 
Heller, Dorey  Mar 26 (13) 
Korbin, Wolfe  Mar 26 (13) 
Reznick, Max  Mar 26 (13)

March 27 Nisan 14
Baron, Edward  Mar 27 (14) 
Fayerman, Alex  Mar 27 (14) 
Green, Joel  Mar 27 (14) 
Scharfstein, Simcha  Mar 27 (14)
Gertler, Maynard  Mar 28 (15)
Neumann, Leopold  Mar 28 (15)
Neumann, Solomon  Mar 28 (15)
Soffer, Heshkel  Mar 28 (15)
Berenbom, Sara  Mar 29 (16) 
Avivi, Tamara  Mar 30 (17) 
Bobroff, Abraham  Mar 30(17) 
Kaplan, David  Mar 30 (17) 
Katz, David Apr 1 (19)
Wasserman, Bud Apr 1 (19)
Winocour, Kasiel Apr 1 (19)

April 3 Nisan 21
Barsky, Alln Apr 3 (21)
Filer, Goldie Apr 5 (23) 
Goldstein, Sadie  Apr 5 (23)
Goldstein, Stuart  Apr 5 (23)
Portnaya, Liza Apr 5 (23) 
Wine, Enid P. Apr 6 (24) 
Fessler, Rosa Apr 7 (25) 
Braun, Tibor Apr 8 (26) 
Filer, Clara Apr 8 (26) 
Grotsky, Molly  Apr 8 (26)
Teitelbaum, Judel  Apr 9 (27)
Volansky, Aaron Apr 9 (27)

April 10 Nisan 28 
Baron, Bertha Roe  Apr 10 (28)
Lertzman, Keos Apr 10 (28) 
Levitan, Bernice Apr 10 (28) 
Morgan, Jacob Apr 10 (28) 
Ross, Allen Apr 10 (28) 
Bernbaum, Mordcha Joseph  Apr 11 (29)
Broudy, Albert Apr 11 (29) 
Mazer, Sarah  Apr 11 (29)
Shechtman, Morris  Apr 11 (29)
Shore, Jennie Apr 11 (29) 
Aarons, Isadore Baruch  Apr 12 (30)
Brant, William Apr 12 (30) 
Davidner, Herschel  Apr 12 (30)
Flikshteyn, Leonid Apr 13 (Iyar 1) 
Meth, Norbert  Apr 13 (1)
Scharfstein, Joe  Apr 13 (1)
Sugarman, Isador  Apr 13 (1)
Swartz, Max Apr 13 (1) 
Udin, Mrs. Mani Apr 13(1) 
Kaplan, Nechamah  Apr 15 (3)
Strauss Gertler, Ann  Apr 16 (4)

April 17 Iyar 5
Bermack, Jack Apr 17 (5) 
Bobroff, Sheila Apr 17 (5) 
Germek, Joseph Apr 17 (5) 
Katz, Orville Apr 17 (5) 
Clein, Simon Apr 18 (6) 
Fayerman, Samuel  Apr 18 (6)
Nisenholt, Max Apr 18 (6) 
Ruttle, Irwin Apr 18 (6) 
Friedman, Rebecca  Apr 20 (8)
Cyprus, Gertrude Apr 21 (9) 
Avol, Mirla Apr 22 (10) 
Sharzer, Max Apr 22 (10) 
Mitchell, Robert  Apr 23 (11)
Sternberg, Sam Apr 23 (11)

April 24 Iyar 12 
Conn, Tully Apr 24 (12)
Koffman, Edith  Apr 24 (12)
Mizrahi, Aharon  Apr 24 (12)
Rogers, Minnie  Apr 24 (12)
Handelman, Maurice  Apr 25 (13)
Pollak, Viktor  Apr 25 (13)
Fogel, Karen Jane  Apr 27 (15)
Sadowsky, Sam  Apr 27 (15)
Adelman, Sarah  Apr 28 (16)
Gitlin, Robert  Apr 28 (16)
Kamenicky, Anton  Apr 28 (16)
Segal, Hyman  Apr 28 (16)
Shnaper, Maya  Apr 28 (16)
Stollar, Percy  Apr 28 (16)
Singer, Helen  Apr 29 (17)
Golumbia, Clara  Apr 30 (18)
Horwitz, Lewis  Apr 30 (18)
Panar, Sidney  Apr 30 (18)
Strayer, L.  Apr 30 (18) 
Vickar, Marion  Apr 30 (18)

May 1 Iyar 19
Davidner, Michael  May 1 (19)
Winestock, Joseph  May 1 (19)
Katz Schell, Minnie  May 2 (20)
Laimon, William  May 2 (20)
Burtnick, Anthony  May 3 (21)
Scharfstein, Tillie  May 3 (21)
Shendelzon, Feiga  May 3 (21)
Sugarman, Lena  May 3 (21)
Davidner, Sam  May 4 (22)
OIiman, Benjamin  May 4 (22)
Smith, Sadie  May 4 (22)
Dragushan, Solomon  May 5 (23)
Green, Herman  May 5 (23)
Berlow, Mildred  May 6 (24)
Friedman, Cherna  May 6 (24)
Gladstone, Leah  May 6 (24)
Hock, Sam  May 6 (24)
Rabinovitch, David  May 6 (24)
Roth, Edith  May 6 (24)
Sandbrand, Sylvia  May 6 (24)
Solsberg, Esther  May 7 (25)

May 8 Iyar 26
Mendel, Fred  May 8 (26)
Muscovitch, Rachel  My 8 (26)
Shear, Ruth  May 8 (26)
Goodman, Eliezer  May 9 (27)
Minovitz, Broche  May 10 (28)
Rapaport, Fanny  May 10 (28)
Spector, Ethel  May 10 (28)
Gertler, Frank  May 11 (29)
Litman, Jack H.  May 11 (29)
Kaslow, Jack May 12 (Sivan 1)
Kutz, William  May 12 (1)
Sharzer, Bernard  May 12 (1)
Bruser, Abraham  May 14 (3)
Epstein, Rita  May 14 (3)
Mazer, Jacob  May 14 (3)
Rose, Arthur  May 14 (3)

May 15 Sivan 4
Hoffer, Abram  May 15 (4)
Tartar, Ben  May 15 (4)
Epstein, Albert  May 16 (5)
Katzman, Joe  May 16 (5)
Lefebvre, Anita  May 16 (5)
Lehrer, Bernard  May 16 (5)
Cohen, Harry  May 17 (6)
Grobman, William  May 17 (6)
Gonor, Ruth  May 19 (8)
Korbin, Libba  May 19 (8)
Litman, Rose  May 19 (8)
Manolson, Rose  May 19 (8)
Swartz, Paul  May 19 (8)
Brounstein, Goldie  May 20 (9)
Furman, Semyon  May 20 (9)
Hock, Lloyd  May 21 (10)

May 22 Sivan 11
Dorney, Ida  May 22 (11)
Golumbia, Samuel  May 23 (12)
Russell, Florence  May 23 (12)
Cornfield, Sophie  May 24 (13)
Prober, Abraham  May 24 (13)
Richman, Clare  May 24 (13)
Golumbia, Bessie  May 25 (14)
Levinton, Rose  May 25 (14)
Steiger, Nettie  May 25 (14)
Hillman, Harry  May 26 (15_
Schacter, Samuel  Mau 26 (15)
Margolis, Seda  May 27 (16)
Baron, Bathsheba  May 28 (17)
Ditlove, Marlene  May 28 (17)
Mallin, Jack  May 28 (17)
Sandbrand, Amelia  May 28 (17)

 

May 29 Sivan 18
Fenyes, Zoltan  May 29 (18)
Green, Selma  May 29 (18)
Trachtenberg, David  May 29 (18)
Buckwold, Clarice  May 30 (19)
Churchill, Sonia  May 30 (19)
Landa, Sam  May 30 (19)
Levitt, Lottie  May 30 (19)
Adler, Bertha  May 31 (20)
Gladstone, Bessie  May 31 (20)
Ames, Bessie  Jun 1 (21) 
Bernbaum, Frances  Jun 1 (21)
Lehrer, Anna  Jun 1 (21)
Drabinsky, Sophie  Jun 2 (22)
Kralik, Sheila  Jun 2 (22)
Melamede, Myron  Jun 2 (22)
Gladstone, Bert  Jun 3 (23)
Schwartz, Clarice  Jun 3 (23)
Claman, Jacob  Jun 4 (24)
Flikshteyn, Welver Beryl  Jun 4 (24)
Goluboff, Grace  Jun 4 (24)

June 5 Sivan 25
Bandar, Ruth  Jun 5 (25) 
Levine, Herman  Jun 5 (25)
Zaitlen, Sam  Jun 5 (25) 
Barsky, Vera  Jun 6 (26)
Rachamim, Benjamin  Jun 6 (26)
Ragoff, Israel  Jun 6 (26) 
Rodoff, Israel  Jun 6 (26) 
Cooper, Kathryn  Jun 7 (27)
Floom, Robert  Jun 7 (27)
Cramer, Solomon  Jun 9 (29)
Lipkovic, Leo  Jun 9 (29)
Reznick, Bernie  Jun 9 (29)
Charach, Sara  Jun 10 (30)
Gropper, Nathan  Jun 10 (30)
Hock, Max  Jun 10 (30) 
Jerman, Rosa  Jun 10 (30)
Gropper, Max  Jun 11 ( Tammuz 1)
Schwartz, Bert Dr.  Jun 11 (1)
Shacter, Sidney Wolfe  Jun 11 (1)
Shiffman, Ben  Jun 11 (1)
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This page is sponsored by Norman Wine of Thousand Oaks, California and Myrna Silverberg of Natanya, Israel 

1.  Hadassah
2.  Mordechai. (All earlier sources use 

the terms “Israelite” or “Hebrew”)
3. King Saul
4.  Twice (Once at night and 

once in the morning)
5. To skip or jump
6. Elijah
7. A lamb
8. Kathmandu, Nepal
9. Nisan
10.  The midwives who refused to 

follow Pharaoh’s order to kill 
all newborn Hebrew boys. 

Bonus: Esau

Quarterly 

Answers
  

Hebrew School 
Bottle Drive! 

Congregants:  The Hebrew School needs 
your help with collecting bottles!

  PLEASE start saving up your bottles and cans.  The Hebrew 
School is planning a bottle drive for the spring.  Our goal is 
to raise $2000 for some much needed classroom furniture.  

Don’t want to store all your bottles until then?  
No problem!  Hebrew School has an account at Sarcan 

so any bottles that you drop off between now and 
then will go straight to our fundraiser!  Just make sure 

to tell them which account.  Tell all your friends!

Yoel Jodorkovsky and 
family on his at his 

Virtual Bar Mitzvah

Gift display

Mini Stage 
At the front 
of the Hall

Zoom 
Purim 
event.

Rabbi's study and 
meeting room

Legacy 
Project

Rosy and Myla 

beginning to 

move in.

The Mikvah

Gender 
neutral 
bathroom
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21Nisan 8 22 Nisan 9 23 Nisan 10 24  Nisan 11 25 Nisan 12 26 Nisan 13 27 Nisan 14 
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      1 Iyar 19 
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Ki Tisa
Shabbat Parah
* Harold Shiffman

Vayakhel/Pekude
Shabbat Hachodesh

*Perry Jacobson

Vayikra

 * Marsha Scharfstein

Passover
Pesach VII

* Seth Shacter

Tazria-Metzora

* Steven Simpson

Emor

 * Zoe Litman

Behar/Bechukotai

* Kevin Sharfe

Bemidbar

 * Joel Bernbaum

Nasso

* Matthew Taras

Achrei Mot/Kedoshim

* Jan Gitlin

Shemini

*Nicki Gitlin

Tzav
Shabbat Hagadol
* Michael Scharfstein

OFFICE CLOSED

Pesach II

Board Meeting
7:00 pm 

OFFICE CLOSED

Tanach Study
7:00 pm 

OFFICE CLOSED
Shavuot Service

10:00 am
Shavuot I

Tanach Study
7:00 pm 

B'nai Brith Meeting
7:30 pm 

Online Passover 
Service 10:00 am

Community Seder
7:30 pm   Pesach I

Musical Service
7:00 pm 

Musical Service
7:00 pm 

Lag Ba'Omer

Pesach VIII

OFFICE CLOSED

Shavuot II

OFFICE CLOSED Board Meeting
7:00 pm

Beha'alotecha

 * Robert Englebert

Yom Hashoa

Yom Hazikaron Yom Haatzhaut

Yom Yerushalayim


