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Arnie Shaw Awarded
The B’nai Brith We’re
Proud Of You Award
by Michael Shaw

Annual

Good evening ladies and gentlemen,
my name is Michael Shaw, I am a
member of the Saskatoon B’nai Brith
Lodge and I’m incredibly honoured to
be introducing this year’s We Are Proud
of you Award Winner. Every year this
award is presented to an individual
who has provided exemplary volunteer
service and leadership and who has not
received proper recognition. I am very
proud to tell you that this year’s winner
is my father: Arnie Shaw.
Arnie was born and raised in Edmonton and, with his mother as his
role model, started taking on leadership
roles in volunteer organizations from
a young age. In his early twenties, he
moved to Saskatoon to pursue a commerce degree and to pursue a young
lady. As with most things in Arnie’s
life, his pursuit was a success on both

Monday, May 4, 2020
Tickets go on sale on-line at www.eventbrite.ca
starting at noon on Wednesday, January 15th.
Ticket price: $225
The Silver Spoon Dinner, famous for bringing celebrity speakers to
Saskatoon, is thrilled to announce this year’s special guest,
Multi-Platinum Canadian Singer/Songwriter

Serena Ryder

See her bio on page 14

New Adult Education Series with Rabbi Claudio

What Does Judaism Say About…?
December 5th
The Mikveh: What does it mean and why we need one?
December 12th
Who is a Jew: The controversial subject of Patrilineality
December 19th
Rabbis: Where do they come from? Who gives them authority? What a
“Mara D’Atra” means?

fronts.
When he married my mom, he married into a deep commitment to
public service. At the time, my grandfather had just stepped down from
being Mayor of Saskatoon and had accepted an appointment to the
Senate, my grandmother was heavily involved in Hadassah Wizo and
all things related to the Jewish Community and my mom was following
closely in her footsteps. I’d say expectations were high.

January 16th
Being a good Jew - The three “B”s of Judaism: Belonging, Believing
and Behaving

continued on page 21

January 23rd and 30th
We will discuss subjects suggested by participants

Thursdays at 7pm
Classes will be held at the offices of “City Centre Family Physicians” – 3211 Preston
Ave S (Second Floor) – Please ask the receptionist directions to the Board Room
upon arrival
For more information please contact Rabbi Claudio at rabbi@agudasisrael.org
With deepest thanks to Dr. Steven Goluboff and the Board of Directors of City Centre Family Physicians for
allowing us the use of their offices while our building is undergoing renovations

Free Admission
For more information and RSVP please contact Rosy at rosy@agudasisrael.org

This page is sponsored by Gladys Rose of Toronto

Deadline for the next Bulletin is February 15, 2020

Our B'nai Brith Volunteers
2019 Silver Plate Dinner

This page is sponsored by Alan, Linda and Sam Goluboff of Toronto
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Editorial
by Steven Goluboff
As we head into
the long cold winter
months, our new Board
of Trustees has a variety of important issues
to deal with. We have
a new President with an array of officers and
trustees with new responsibilities at a challenging time in our congregation’s history. We
move forward with optimism even though we
are without a physical synagogue and community centre. Various new locations will host
Board meetings, Adult Education, Hebrew
School and larger events. Our renovations
have finally begun with the massive task of
removal of asbestos before the actual construction and changes can begin. Although we
have raised money locally and from generous
former Saskatoon residents and have tapped
some of the resources of the Saskatoon Jewish
foundation, the job is not done. We probably
must raise at least $300,000 more dollars in addition to the nearly $3 million dollars already
collected or pledged. This will require commitment on the part of the Board of Trustees
and the Legacy Committee.
In this issue of the Bulletin we are highlighting the passing of two women who
were from iconic Saskatoon Jewish families,
with eulogizes from the son of Zoe Gropper,
Mitchel Gropper, and the daughter of Petty
Landa, Elaine Dewar. Most of our readers
would not have known either of them well or
not at all. Both came from families who had
roots in Saskatoon, practically from the very
beginning of our congregation, both raised
children who have all gone on to eventful
careers but sadly not in Saskatoon. Their stories illustrate how a small Jewish community
with an after-school Hebrew school can raise
children with impeccable Jewish values and
an appreciation of their Saskatoon roots. As
the eulogizes note, both Zoe and Petty and
their children valued their formative years in
our community. They do represent a great part
of the Legacy of Agudas Israel and have been
supportive of our future needs as the congregation numbers diminish while the needs to
sustain it financially and spiritually grew. A
fantasy of the Board and The Legacy Committee when our renovations are completed is
to have a Congregation Agudas Israel reunion.
Maybe then you can meet the children of Zoe
Gropper and Petty Landa.
As well at this time, we have and should
not forget our long and dedicated support of
the State of Israel which is besieged world
wide and continually faced with criticism and
continued on page 17

FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY
The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel

Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home committed to deepening
the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in the historical traditions of
the Jewish people. We are a progressive, democratic and sensitive congregation responding to the widest
spectrum of Jewish thought and practice.
Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

MAZEL TOV TO:
Gladys Rose on the birth of a great grandchild, Asher Noah Klein on September 26th , a son of
Benjamin and Eden Klein and grandson of Toby Rose and Les Klein.
Steven and Leila Goluboff on the birth of a grand daughter, Piper Eileen, a
daugher to parents Shaina Goluboff and Adam Hnatyshyn and a sister to
Sawyer.
Sarah Goluboff and Donnie Munro and grandparents
Steven and Leila Goluboff whose son and grandson
won gold with his Bobcat Team in the A Finals at the
Whitemud Tournament in Edmonton. Cohen scored the
tying goal and the overtime goal in the victory and won
Player of the Game.
Bruce Cameron upon the graduation of his son Duncan
from Emily Car University of Art and Design in Vancouver.
Jordana Jacobson who received the ABEX Provincial Service Award for her
business Cravings.
Sherwood and Elaine Sharfe, and on-site
Project Manager, Heather Fenyes on
the recent grand opening of their new Best
Western Premier Hotel in Winnipeg.
Sherwood and Elaine Sharfe on
the engagement of their son Kevin,
to Jordyn Allen of Saskatoon.
Arnie Shaw who was awarded
the B’nai Brith’s We’re Proud
of You Award on November 5th,
2019.
Henry Woolf who will be celebrating his 90th birthday on January 20th, 2020.
Perry Romberg our UIA Shaliach and community friend upon the recent Bar Mitzvot of his twin
grandsons in Israel.
Arnie Shaw who won the Senior Men’s Third Flight at Riverside Golf Club.
Randy Katzman and partner Geoff Rathbeger who won the Don Campbell
Cup at Riverside Golf Club.
CONDOLENCES TO:
Gladys Rose and all of the Rose and Gropper family upon the death of her
sister-in-law Zoey Gropper , a long time resident and leader in the Saskatoon
Jewish community. (see eulogy)
Elaine Dewar and Murray Landa, Rhoda Broudy and their family and friends upon the
death of mother and sister Petty Landa a long time resident and leader in the Saskatoon Jewish
community. (see eulogy).
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:
Michelle and Walter Siquera and children Joseph (12) and Thomas
(8). The Siqueira family are the newest members of the Congregation
Agudas Israel. They recently moved to Saskatoon after living in Boston
for 5 years and most recently in London, ON for another 10 years.
Michelle and Walter are both dentists originally from São Paulo, Brazil
and have 2 kids, Joseph (12) and Thomas (8). They work at the College
of Dentistry at USask, Walter is a professor and a saliva researcher
and Michelle is the dental clinic coordinator. The boys love playing
hockey, soccer and videogames and are very happy in their new school.
The Siqueira’s are excited to be part of the synagogue and looking forward to meeting everyone.
FROM THE SYNAGOGUE AND RITUAL COMMITTEE:
If anyone wishes to attend Shabbat morning Synagogue services and requires a ride, please
contact the office or Rabbi Claudio and we will do our best to arrange this.

This page is sponsored by Steven, Leila, Sarah and Shaina Goluboff and families
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Kevin Sharfe, President, CAI
With our AGM behind us, Congregation
Agudas Israel (CAI)
is moving into a new
beginning. Our building renovation is underway, and this temporary dislocation hasn’t
slowed us down a bit. Our dedicated Board
of Trustees is working to further engage our
synagogues’ current members while welcoming new ones. We plan on dedicating resources
to our young adults, and we’re even planning

From the President

to launch Saskatoon’s first ever Jewish Arts
Festival! In addition, Rabbi Claudio, as the
Principal of our Hebrew school, continues
to work closely with our teachers to create
engaging programming and activities for the
children and bar mitzvah students. Please send
us an email to learn more!
CAI has a strong relationship with the
Jewish Agency for Israel, and year-over-year
Israeli educators visit our community with
exciting and unique programming for our
members. This year we’re learning about

what is behind the Netflix show “Fauda” and
we’re receiving a child friendly intro session
of Krav Maga, and learning about its history
in Israel. We can’t forget about fundraising
and fundraising for UAI where 50% of what’s
raised comes back to our own Congregation
Agudas Israel.
Thank you to our volunteers and members
for being active participants in our great
community. I am looking forward to meeting
with you soon.

Divrei Harav – Rabbi Claudio’s Message

Photos with Santa and “Chrismukkah” - Or How To Easily
Confuse Your Children

By Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky
It’s becoming more
and more frequent that
families who have
non-Jewish relatives approach me at this time
of the year, asking for some advice on how
to handle the Christmas celebrations of their
families. They may be couples where one
of them wasn’t born Jewish and he/she converted, or couples who are in an inter-faith relationship, although have chosen to raise their
kids as Jews. In either case, they will probably
be invited by their non-Jewish relatives to
celebrate Christmas and are struggling with
how to handle those invitations while properly
educating their children as Jews. They ask
themselves: Should we attend a Christmas
celebration and allow our non-Jewish relatives to give presents to our children? Is it a
good choice to have a Christmas tree at home
if one of us is not Jewish and wants to keep

her/his traditions?
I think we must start clarifying two important points: Firstly, regardless of how we
interpret it, Christmas is a Christian celebration by definition. Starting from the name,
which clearly reveals a religious connotation,
Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus, much
more than putting a tree in your house or
giving presents. In contrast to holidays like
Halloween or Thanksgiving, which are not
associated with a particular religious tradition,
Christmas is undoubtedly identified with a
specific faith. Thinking that you can celebrate
Christmas with a tree or presents, separating
its religious component, may seem easy for
you, but can clearly bring confusing messages
that may seriously harm the Jewish identity
of your kids.
Secondly, if you made the conscious decision of raising Jewish kids, even if you are not

Jewish, do as much as you can to be consistent, giving your children messages that are
simple, concrete but strong about who they
are, who they aren’t, what they can do and
what they can’t. It is as simple as that. Doing
Kiddush on Shabbat, having a Passover Seder
and lighting the Hanukkah candles will teach
them: “This is what Jews do. This is what I
am”. In my experience working with kids I
have found that it’s normally those kids who
were exposed to Christmas celebrations or
had a Christmas tree at home, the ones who
tend to say expressions like “I am half Jewish
and half Christian, because I celebrate both
Hanukkah and Christmas”. My advice is that
if you want your children not to be confused
about who they are, be able to easily answer
“I am Jewish” and continue to be Jewish in
the future, try to be consistent and only have
Jewish celebrations at home. Christmas trees,
presents or photos with Santa are really harmful for their Jewish identity.
The next question is how we handle invitations to Christmas parties from non-Jewish
relatives or friends. Should we say no? Should
we say yes but not bring the kids? I personally believe that being Jewish can’t mean
separating ourselves from our non-Jewish
neighbors, therefore attending and bringing
your kids may be even a good opportunity
to teach them that you can be Jewish while
celebrating with your non-Jewish friends in
their own celebrations. The key here is being able to teach your kids that they went to
continued on page 17
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Is the Internet Good for the Jews?

by Dr. David Taras and Matthew Taras, Associate Editor
According to an old joke a couple of young
brothers sneak off from school to go to a
baseball game. When they return home, they
admit to their father that they had been to the
game and report that the Dodgers had beaten
the Yankees 4-3. The father responds by asking whether the result is good or bad for the
Jews. With the increasing interconnectedness
of an always-on wired world, we have to ask
whether the Internet is good for the Jews?
On one level, the internet has been great
for Jews. It allows Jews who are living far
apart and in places that are isolated from
major Jewish population centers to contact
each other, share videos, opinions and jokes,
rally to the same causes and keep abreast of
the latest news. On important holidays, I not
only can hear sermons or beautiful cantorial
music from services that are on the other side
of the world but see worshipers congregating
in Jerusalem at the Western wall. Moreover,
we are in touch with the community as never
before. While we have a wide variety of interests, sources and connections having little to
do with the Jewish community, our newsfeeds
are inevitably filled with stories about Jewish
events or people. It has never been easier to
be connected.
Jews in communities like Saskatoon
can engage in Judaism in a way that would

otherwise be difficult without the internet.
Where does one, in the internet age, find a
tallit for sale, Kosher food or Shabbat candles?
Most people today have no choice but to travel
abroad or purchase online. The internet has
not just opened the door to increased communication, but to the actual ritual artifacts
of our culture.
There is, however, another side to this
story. The same platforms that allows us to
connect to the Jewish world as never before,
also amplify the chorus of hate against us;
mobilizing our enemies to silence the very
discussions and debates that gives democracy
its spirit and energy. While there are many
reasons for the rise of anti-Semitism, the fact
that communities of hate and toxic views can
spread easily online has many Jews increasingly nervous and feeling defenseless. There
is little doubt that what allows us to connect
with each other allows fringe movements to
do the same.
While the Jewish conspiracy theory and
anti-Semitic urges are far from new, both the
far-right George Soros conspiracies and the
far left Jeremy Corbyn brands of modern antiSemitism find fertile ground on the internet
forums of today. No matter your personal
politics there is an anti-Jewish conspiracy
ready made for your consumption on the

Accounting & Auditing
Estate Planning
Management Consulting
Business Valuations

continued on page 16

Quarterly
by Kaiti Hannah
1. What are the origins of the three daily
prayers in Judaism?
2. On which days of the week do we read
Torah?
3. What is the Ner Tamid?
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internet.
One of the worries about the online world is
that information on the Internet swirls within
narrow echo chambers or identity enclaves so
that people are rarely exposed to ideas or opinions that are different from their own or that
they don’t agree with.. The notion of so-called
“filter bubbles” where in Eli Pariser’ s words

Issues/Year . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4
If you are happy with the Bulletin and enjoy reading
it, please consider sponsoring a page. Contact Steven
Goluboff or Ron Gitlin.
E-Mail Address: s.goluboff@shaw.ca,
jewishcommunity@sasktel.net,
jteklund@shaw.ca
website: http://agudasisrael.org

Financial Planning
Mergers & Acquisitions
Income Tax Returns
Corporate Tax Returns

4. When does the Jewish day begin?
5. Who was the first Jew?
6. When was the first Temple destroyed?
7. What is “kria” in the context of
mourning?
Answers on page 23

Quality Memorials approved
for Agudas Cemetery
210B - 33rd Street East
Saskatoon, SK S7K 0S3

Saskatoon
Regina
Tel: (306) 653-6100
Tel: (306) 522-6500
Website www.virtusgroup.ca

306-652-5363
www.remco-memorials.ca
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Eulogy for Zoe Gropper
July 28, 1918 - October 24, 2019

by Mitchell Gropper
Our mother taught public speaking. Stand
erect, enunciate, project and speak slowly. So,
Mom, I will try and follow your advice. In
my voice but from your four children, Peter,
Risa, Miriam and me
How to put into words a life of 101.3 years
and someone who knew me for over 77.
A terabyte of memories keeps flooding
back. But we had the opportunity to tell
Mom’s story to you in her own words when
we celebrated her 100th birthday, just 15
months ago.
We planned the event with her. The first
thing was “who”. Well she said just “us”.
Who is “us” we said? Well you guys. Yes, we
said, but what about your siblings and Dad’s
siblings. And their kids. Of course. And their
families. Of course. And what about ----- Of
course. And as a result, 160 people came to
brunch to celebrate her centenary. She needed
to include everyone that was close to her.
Zoe was born, just as World War I was
ending, and grew up, in Saskatoon. She met
and married our Dad, Natie, who was also
born in Saskatoon. And she and Dad raised
the four of us, with two sets of grandparents,
four sisters, myriad aunts, uncles, cousins
and second cousins and great aunts and great

uncles to participate, and to be very involved
in their lives. And my memories are of her
having, and being at all of those large family
gatherings. Everyone was included.
But the best way I can visualize Saskatoon
for you was the speech my mother gave 15
years ago when her sister in law, our Aunt Gladys was moving to Toronto. Aunt Gladys and
my mother, despite an age difference of eight
years, developed a very special relationship
after Gladys married Mom’s brother and my
uncle Gerry at the age of 19. Gladys refers to
Zoe as her “fantastic sister”.
The Jewish Community organized a dinner
to honour Gladys. We all went.
The dinner was held in a small room in a
hotel. And at the dinner Zoe said.
"We left Saskatoon 30 years ago. And
as I look around this room, I see very few
people that I recognize. And probably very
few of you recognize me. But this is the
last surviving relative to leave Saskatoon.
And she is part of a family that lived in Saskatoon for almost 100 years and when we
lived here, we were a close family (that of
first cousins, not second cousins) of almost
100 people."
After her four children had left home and,

by the early 70’s,
had settled in Vancouver, I suggested
to Dad that he and
Mom should move
here while they
were still young
and could establish a new home and new
friends. He was 60. She was 56. And they
moved here in 1975 becoming engaged in the
community and nurturing the larger family
that you all know.
Friends often ask. How did your parents
raise all four of you? What was their secret
sauce? When my mother was asked, she
would reply. Dinner is on the table at six.
Be there.
But it was more than that. It was always one
of acceptance and encouragement. There were
never articulated goals or demands. - it was
always, Do what you believe is your best. Not
“I am proud of you for _______”..
The standards that she and Dad set were
high. The expectations were never articulated.
But we knew that we had to set high expectations for ourselves, and then do our best to
continued on page 19

Eulogy for Petty Landa
October 25, 1917 - November 1, 2019

by Elaine Dewar
A Few Words were a great many special occasions. One in office business by my Mom in the way of
About My Mother, particular was a navy blue sheath, with white Italian made shoes. Secretly some may have
organza collar set off from her shoulders, in thought she was vain. She was anything but.
Petty
All of you here which she was tall, slim, perfect, and I thought She never admired herself, always worried
have had moments she was perhaps one of the most beautiful that her hair was out of place, that the clothes
w i t h m y M o m , women I have ever seen. Certainly my Dad she'd chosen for an event might not be right,
either as children, thought so. When he was in hospital, at the or look good on her.
I understand now that it was insecurity
or later as adults, age of 89 after surviving an aortic aneurysm,
and I'm sure you have ideas about who she we went together to see him while he was in that drove her and that she was determined
intensive care. He lay there, all swollen and to protect her children from, the kind of
was and maybe even what she cared about.
I have come to the conclusion, after writing beaten up from the surgery and its aftermath, insecurity that only people who have lost
Petty's obit, that all the things I thought coming out of whatever he'd been given to everything during the early part of their lives
I understood about my Mom need to be sedate him, and he called to the nurse sitting can understand. My mother lost her mother
close by, "look at my beautiful wife, did you before she was old enough to remember. Her
considered in a different light.
First, the thing that struck everyone about ever see anyone like her?" She was 85 at the step mother, our Baba Davidner, who was a
wonderful, compassionate, funny woman, did
her all her adult life was how beautiful she time.
I could tell jokes about how she was the such a great job of bringing Petty up that it was
was. No single feature, except for her hair
which was a really unusual auburn, was best customer of Ida's Ladies Wear and Ida's a total shock to her at the age of 14 to discover
perfect. But each of her unique features, 22nd street. My Auntie Ida Bobroff, had that Esther Davidner was not her mother, but
her bright and curious eyes, her wonderful wonderful taste too. We used to razz my her step mother. They hadn't wanted to tell
acquiline nose, her jaw, the way she carried mother unmercifully about how many closets her because they didn't want to disturb her
herself, came together in a very elegant way. in our house, which was not small, were sense of security. But for years, she’d sensed
And she had wonderful taste. I still remember dedicated entirely to the clothes she'd bought something was not quite as it should be,
so many of the dresses she wore when she from Ida and probably forgot she owned. And something that gnawed away at her. It wasn't
gave parties or was going out to something then there was Ernie Bricker who did a land
continued on page 20
special, and in Petty's life with my Dad there
This page is sponsored by Joe & Colleen Golumbia of Vancouver Island
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U CAN CONTRIBUTE
Slate of Officers and Trustees
2019 - 2020

Project – Capital Fund Raising Campaign will be eligible for a charitable donation receipt from Congregation Agudas
registered as a charity with the Canada Revenue Agency. Our registration number is 106967169 RR0001

OFFICERS
President

ion of $10,000 from a Saskatchewan resident will be treated for tax purposes:

017 and you are a Saskatchewan resident;
x credit rate is 15% on the first $200 and 29% on the balance of the donation.
Immediate Past President
therefore $2,872;
table tax credit rate is 11% on the first $200 and 15% on the balance of the
charitable tax credit is therefore $1,492.

First Vice President

Kevin Sharfe
Harold Shiffman

Second Vice President
Perry Jacobson
for gifts of publicly listed securities. We would be pleased to discuss this option with you at any time.
Treasurer

How high
can we go!

Michael Gertler

actually only $5,636. This benefit is available for each and every year you make the donation in the event your donation is

ON OR PLEDGE

The Legacy Fund

December

90%

Marsha Scharfstein

ect Capital Fund Raising Campaign please call, send a cheque or fill out the ‘Pledge Form’ insert included in this

inlaw.com

egacy Project

Secretary

Michael Scharfstein

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Chevra Kadisha
Lesley-Ann Crone
Hebrew School Committee

Nicky Gitlin

Financial Affairs Committee

Grant Scharfstein

House Committee

Steven Simpson

it or Visa by going to the Congregation Agudas Israel Website at www.agudasisrael.org and clicking on ‘Legacy Project’

Synagogue and Ritual Committee Simomne Horwitz

SISTERHOOD
Sisterhood President

The time is now, the
need is great. As our
grandparents and
parents did for us, so
too shall we do for
the next generations

Zoe Litman

Holocaust Memorial Committee Jan Gitlin

L’dor V’dor

participate in this life changing Legacy Project - if you have any
Cemetery
Committee
Ralph
ons or comments please
contact
Grant Scharfstein
at Katzman
stein@scharfsteinlaw.com or by calling 306-653-2838.
Thank you for your consideration.
MEMBERS AT LARGE

Seth Shacter
Matthew Taras
Joel Bernbaum

Scharfstein I Gibbings I
Walen I Fisher LLP
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

Grant J. Scharfstein, Q.C.
P 306-653-2838 • F 306-652-47 47
E gscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com
200 Princeton Tower • 123 -2nd Ave. S
Saskatoon, SK S7K 7E6
www.scharfstelnlaw.com
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The Jerusalem Foundation
Looking Ahead To 2030

by Nomi Yeshua
Whether you are walking or driving around
Jerusalem, regardless of the route you take,
you’re likely to see the name or logo of the
Jerusalem Foundation appearing somewhere
– on banners, plaques, buildings, park benches
and more. The Foundation was established
over 50 years ago by the legendary Mayor of
Jerusalem, Teddy Kollek, who served in office

are motivated to improve the lives of all of
Jerusalem’s residents and so we must initiate
projects that matter,” says Doron. He adds that
the Foundation is committed to transparency
in all respects. Accordingly, as the leading
Jerusalem institution in grant making for the
cultural and communal sectors, the Jerusa-

lem Foundation has identified three areas of
focus within which to prioritize its activities
for the future: communal strength, creative
culture and innovative leadership. The goal
is to create a model for cross-cultural and
cross-communal engagement among all of
continued on page 18

November, 2019 / Cheshvan - Kislev, 5780

YOUR GIFT TO JEWISH FEDERATIONS OF CAN
ADA –
UIA POWERS IT ALL.

for 28 years. Over the last five decades, the
Jerusalem Foundation has brought together
funders from around the world to invest more
than $1.5 billion dollars in projects throughout the city. Since 1966, the Foundation has
initiated, founded, created and managed
over 4,000 projects - both capital and programmatic – in all neighbourhoods of the
city. This hands-on long-term involvement
has effectively changed the face of modern
Jerusalem and touched the lives of all of Jerusalem’s diverse residents, now numbering
over 900,000 people.
Today, the Jerusalem Foundation’s original
mandate is more relevant then ever. In 2018,
Shai Doron took the helm as President of the
Foundation. Doron – a former Chief of Staff
for Teddy Kollek - took stock of the Foundation’s half-century of achievement that has
shaped the modern city’s landscape, as well
as the city’s current and future needs, to create
a plan and vision for achievements over the
next 10 years. He understands that the social,
political, and religious complexities facing
Jerusalem require the Foundation’s priorities
to resonate with the city’s needs, foster new
levels of cooperation and coordination with
other philanthropies working for the city’s
good, and inspire a new generation of young
leaders to commit to the city’s future. “We

Through the power of your support for Jewis
h Federations of Canada – UIA,
you help revive communities, save lives and inspi
re generations. Here’s how your
support will help more people in more places
than any other Jewish organization
in Canada.
ADVOCATING FOR ISRAEL AND THE JEWISH COM
MUNITY The Centre for Israel
and Jewish Affairs, our advocacy agent, impr
oves the quality of Jewish life in
Canada and beyond through strategic advocacy
programming and community
outreach.

SUPPORTING VICTIMS OF TERROR The Jewish Agen
cy for Israel’s Victims of Terror
Fund provides victims and their families with critic
al financial support so that they
can recover from the trauma.
SUPPORTING JEWISH LIFE IN SMALL CANADIAN
COMMUNITIES We provide
administrative services and funding for local
Jewish community event and
councils.
PROVIDING CRITICAL CARE TO JEWS IN NEED Our
overseas partner JDC provides
critical aid to elderly and impoverished Jews in
places like Ukraine.
DELIVERING LIFE CHANGING ISRAEL EXPERIENCES
Our Canada Israel Experience
department brings over 3,000 young Canadians
to Israel annually, strengthening
their Jewish identity and personal commitmen
t to Israel and the Jewish people.
No other organization in Canada gives you a
better opportunity to power so
much good for so many of our extended Jewis
h family. Your gift will help us care
for and protect each other while also making the
world a better place for everyone.
Your support for Israel and our community is
greatly appreciated. A portion of
your gift will support programs in Saskatoon that
engage and strengthen the local
Jewish community. Please consider giving gene
rously.
Wishing you and your family a happy, healthy and
peaceful 5780.

		
Grant Scharfstein & Michael Scharfstein

Co-Chairs, Saskatoon UIA Annual Campaign

This page is sponsored by Jeffrey and Sherril Stein.
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As my father planted
for me before I was
born,
So do I plant for
those who will come
after me.

from the Talmud

Your contribution,
sent to:
Saskatoon Jewish
Foundation
Congregation Agudas
Israel,
715 McKinnon Avenue,
Saskatoon S7H 2G2 will
be gratefully received
and faithfully applied.

The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:

TO

GREETING
SASKATOON JEWISH FOUNDATION

CAI Legacy Project
Dianne Houghton
In memory of Tony
Randy Katzman
Thank you
Michael Cooper & Family
In memory of Ethel
Lexier Family
In memory of Sam Lexier
Kevin Sharfe
In honour of your Presidency
Stransman Family
In memory of Sylvia
Benamin & Eden Klein
In honour of the birth of Asher Noah
( Toby & Les’s grandson)
Gropper Family
In memory of Zoe Gropper
Elaine Dewar & the Landa Family In memory of Petty Landa
Miriam Gropper
In memory of Zoe Gropper
Elaine Dewar
In memory of Petty Landa
Elaine Dewar & Family
In memory of Petty Landa
Gladys Rose & Family
In memory of Zoe Gropper
Arnie & Linda Shaw
Mazel Tov on your recent awards
for your volunteer work
Miriam Gropper & Family
In memory of Zoe Gropper
Glady Rose & Family
In memory of Zoe Gropper
Elaine Dewar & Family
In memory of Petty Landa
Arnie Shaw
Mazel Tov on receiving the
B’nai Brith “We are Proud of you” award
The Golubev Family
In memory of Boris

Alan Rosenberg, Lesley-Ann
Crone & Family
President & Board of Trustees

Elaine & Sherry Sharfe, Kevin
& Jordan
Zara Gurstein

FROM

Gladys Rose
Kayla Hock
Glady Rose
Glady Rose & Family
Joel & Judah Bernbaum
Glady Rose
Toby Rose & Les Klein
Glady Rose
Glady Rose & Family
Toby Rose, Les Klein & Family
Toby Rose, Les Klein & Family
Myrna Silverberg
Myrna Silverberg
Mickey & Lucille Narun
Linda & Arnie Shaw
Linda & Arnie Shaw
Linda & Arnie Shaw
Glady Rose
Gladys Rose & Family

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Happy New Years
Thank you

Zara & Matthew
Zara Gurstein

Elaine & Sherwood Sharfe Cantorial Fund
Mazel Tov!
In honour of your years of devotion
to Judaism

Nathan & Grace Goluboff Fund
Mazel tov on receiving the B’nai
Brith “We are Proud of You” award
Elaine Dewar & Family
With condolences on the loss of your mother,
Petty Landa
Murray Landa & Family
With condolences on the loss of your
mother, Petty Landa
The Gropper Family
With condolences on the death
of Zoe Gropper
		
Arnie Shaw

This page is sponsored by the Saskatchewan Jewish Council
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Zara Gurstein
Miriam Goldenberg

Steven & Leila Goluboff
Steven & Leila Goluboff
Steven & Leila Goluboff
Steven & Leila Goluboff

An Update from
B’nai Brith Canada

September-November, 2019
by Brian Herman, B’nai Brith Director of Government Relations
A cross-section of recent issues of interest,
with links for those receiving this update electronically. All our news, and the documents
referred to, can be found at the B’nai Brith
Canada website.
If you want to receive news and updates
via e-mail, or if you have any questions or
comments, just send a note to Brian Herman,
Director of Government Relations, at bherman@bnaibrith.ca
Getting Ready for a New Government
B’nai Brith is preparing a strategic approach
to relations with the new Canadian Government and Members of Parliament One of
our key priorities will be pursuing a national
action plan to combat antisemitism based on
our Eight Point Plan. Prior to the elections, we
prepared a compendium of where Canada’s
major federal parties stand on issues affecting the Jewish community based on their
responses to our questions. That will remain
a point of reference.
Implementing the IHRA Definition of
Antisemitism
In June, the Canadian Government formally
adopted the IHRA (International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance) working definition of
antisemitism, as part of the new Anti-Racism
Strategy. We will continue to emphasize the
need for concrete steps to implement the
definition in Canada. The next IHRA plenary
meeting takes place in Luxembourg in early
December. B’nai Brith Canada funds a member of Canada’s delegation – Winnipeg-based
human rights lawyer, David Matas
Deporting Former Nazi Helmut Oberlander
– The Government Must Act
Last November, after the former Nazi lost
his fourth appeal against the government’s decision to strip him of his Canadian citizenship,
B’nai Brith Canada launched a petition urging
then-Minister of Public Safety Ralph Goodale
to immediately deport him – so justice could
finally be served. We continue to call for the
Government to act.
Designating the IRGC as a Terrorist Entity
– The Government Must Act
In a June op-ed published in the National
Post, B’nai Brith Canada and leaders of the
Iranian-Canadian community jointly called
on the Government of Canada to immediately
list the entirety of the Islamic Revolutionary

Guard Corps (IRGC) as a terrorist group.  We
continue to call for the Government to act. A
year and one-half has elapsed since a private
member’s motion by MP Garnett Genuis to
list the IRGC received multi-party support in
the House of Commons.
United Nations Landmark Report on Antisemitism
In November, the United Nations considered a landmark report on antisemitism
prepared by Dr. Ahmed Shaheed, the UN’s
Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion
or Belief. Dr. Shaheed warned of the growing scourge of antisemitism and the need for
all governments to take action. We will be
focusing on concerted follow-up in Canada
based on our own submission to Dr. Shaheed.
Raising B’nai Brith Canada’s Profile on
the Prairies
On October 28th, B’nai Brith hosted a gala
dinner in Edmonton to honour Stockwell Day
for his lifetime of friendship and solidarity
with Israel and the Jewish community. The
keynote address was by Canada’s 22nd Prime
Minister, the Right Honourable Stephen
Harper. Greetings were offered by the Premier
of Alberta, Jason Kenney. B’nai Brith Canada
has a representative in Edmonton. Abe Silverman (asilverman@bnaibrith.ca).
Calgary City Council considers adopting
the IHRA Definition of Antisemitism
Calgary City Council will be taking-up a
motion to adopt the IHRA definition of antisemitism. B’nai Brith Canada’s CEO, Michael
Mostyn, has written why this is important in a
November 18th Calgary Herald commentary.
Action Needed on Antisemitism on Canadian University Campuses
We have been engaged in dialogue with
Canadian universities on the increasing problem of campus antisemitism. We’ve also been
taking direct action. We’ve argued in court
in defence of an Ontario government policy
that allows post-secondary students to opt
out of non-essential supplemental fees when
paying tuition, including fees the for Canadian
Federation of Students which supports the antisemitic boycott, divestment and sanctions
(BDS) movement. And we’ve spoken out
against a University of Toronto student union

that has refused to support a drive to make
kosher food accessible on campus because
its backers are “pro-Israel.”
Votes Against Israel at the United Nations
On November 15th, the UN’s decolonization committee adopted eight resolutions that
single out or condemn Israel. Canada voted
against six of those resolutions, with Israel and
the United States. It abstained on two others.
One resolution renews the mandate of the UN
agency for Palestinian refugees, UNRWA.
B’nai Brith Canada continues to demand that
the Government suspend any financial support
for UNRWA, beset by managerial abuses
and ethical lapses. B’nai Brith has repeatedly warned that Canadian funding faces the
possibility of misuse, expressing particular
concern over the hateful education materials
in UNRWA schools.
Action Needed by Political Leaders to
Condemn Terrorism
B’nai Brith Canada is calling on Ontario
NDP Leader Andrea Horwath to publicly
disavow the pro-terrorist comments made by
a member of her caucus. Earlier in November,
B’nai Brith drew attention to a tweet by Joel
Harden, NDP Member of Provincial Parliament for Ottawa Centre, in which he called
for the release of Khalida Jarrar. Jarrar is a
senior member of the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) - a designated
terrorist entity in Canada. Such statements
by elected representatives cannot go unchallenged nor can their parties stand by them.
Concerns with Voting Guides that are
Anti-Israel
Just after the October 21st federal elections,
B’nai Brith Canada was deeply concerned to
learn that a federal grant had been used to

This page is spsonored by Debbie Diament (daughter of Rabbi Saul and Ann Diament), of Toronto
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continued on page 18

65th B’nai Brith Dinner Success

by David Katzman,President – Saskatoon B’nai Brith Lodge 739
The gentlemen who
staged the first BB Dinner in 1954 could not
have imagined how this
event would become a foundational piece in
our Jewish community and city. I speculate
the Dinner was needed because the B’nai
Brith paid the $50,000 for the land that our
Community Centre now occupies. Now, BB
is providing $200,000 for the much-needed
renovations to that same building.
The highlight of the evening was presenting the We Are Proud of You Award to our
very own Arnie Shaw. Arnie has done many
great things in Saskatoon (please see Michael
Shaw’s introduction of his father in this issue
of The Bulletin), but it was and is his dedication to the Jewish community and the B’nai
Brith Dinner that stood out for the selection
committee. Mazel Tov!
There are so many people to thank for the
tremendous success we had at this year’s BB

by Lisa Shiffman

Dinner;
- the 942 ticket buyers
- the ticket sellers (Steven Goluboff, Ron
Gitlin and Matt sold almost 600 tickets)
- Ron Gitlin’s stellar Silent and Live Auctions
- the 20 BB volunteers, and several non-BB
volunteers, who made everything work
I am particularly pleased and encouraged
by many younger members who are carrying
more of the load each year; Matt Ditlove
was our most successful ticket seller, Bryce
Sasko does brilliant work with our online/
audiovisual needs, Steven Simpson always
looks after the We Are Proud Display, and
Daniel Katzman stepped up to skillfully share
the MC duties. We are in transition, and we
can expect to see some big changes in the
coming years.
BB provides a considerable sum to CAI
which significantly reduces the dues that all
of us pay. In addition, we continue our commitment to Tikkun Olam (Healing the World).

• $20K King George School (Truth and
Reconciliation)
• $25K Kids of Note/Notations (inclusive
children’s choir)
• $25K Kidsport (so all kids can play)
• $15K Wonderhub (Children’s Discovery
Museum)
• $9K SUM Theatre (free, professional
children’s theatre in parks
• $3K Teddy Bears Anonymous
Being a B’nai Brith member allows you
to be a part of making both our Jewish
Community and our city a better place. Our
next meeting is Sunday, Dec. 8, 10 a.m. at
Sherwood Chev (light breakfast provided).
All Jewish persons (25 years +) are welcome
to join, and those with Jewish partners are
also invited. Maybe interested? We can talk
(306-716-4128).

Teddy Bears Anonymous

In December, 2008, a beautiful young lady
named Erin Lawrence of Regina, SK passed
away. She followed her mother, RoseMarie,
who passed in 1991. They both died from a
very rare disease called Hereditary Diffuse
Gastric Cancer. Erin spent 6 years in and out
of hospitals trying to win the battle over this
disease before it took her from her loved ones.
Through use of Erin’s DNA, it was discovered
that her brother had a 67% chance of developing this disease so at the age of 18 he became
the youngest person to have a gastrectomy
(removal of the stomach.)
One thing that made Erin smile through her
pain was her teddy bear collection. Her collection inspired a movement in Saskatchewan
which collected teddy bears for hospitalized
children. This charity grew into what we
know as Teddy Bears Anonymous (TBA). By
2014, over 40,000 teddy bears have brought
smiles to children in Saskatchewan hospitals.
My youngest son, Aaron, received one of
these bears when he was around 5. He had
a day surgery and was terrified. As a worried mom, my stomach was doing flip flops
and I felt a deep sadness for what my baby
was about to be going through. He was not

allowed to bring his blankie or a toy in to
surgery with him because of the risk of infection. He was gifted “Bob” that day when we
checked in for his surgery. Aaron immediately
smiled and hugged Bob close. Though he
decided to not bring Bob in for the procedure
it would have been allowed as Bob arrived in
sterile packaging for this purpose. I became
Bob’s babysitter so held him while my own
little guy was in surgery. Once Aaron woke
up he asked for Bob back and confirmed
that I took good care of him. This little bear
gave my son and myself a sense of calm and
greatly reduced the fear from that day. Four
years have passed and Bob still has a place of
honour on Aaron’s bed.
The day after my son’s surgery I googled
“Teddy Bears Anonymous” to understand
more about the organization. It was spearheaded by Erin Lawrence’s father, Luke. Erin
had wished for every hospitalized child to
receive a teddy bear so Luke created a legacy
for Erin which has grown beyond Regina to all
parts of Saskatchewan. Soon after this article
goes to print a major announcement for Teddy
Bear’s Anonymous will be made in which a
commitment of funding will make it possi-

ble to keep
the teddy
bear supply high
and reduce
the stress
of fundraising.
Currently
the only
fundraiser that the Saskatoon group of TBA
has is a June barbecue at the Co-op on 8th St.
Please listen for our major announcement and
attend our barbecue – I am the person in the
bear mascot costume….
The B’nai Brith of Saskatoon has committed to a $3000 donation over three years. Luke
contacted me directly with pure joy over this.
He was so pleased as multi-year commitments
are rare for TBA. Thank you B’nai Brith.
You truly have made a difference in the lives
of the children who receive the bears you have
contributed toward, and their parents.
For more information on Teddy Bears
Anonymous please visit: http://www.teddybearsanonymous.ca

This page is sponsored by Norman Wine of Thousand Oaks, California and Myrna Silverberg of Natanya, Israel
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by Michelle Bobowsky
Belongings. We all
have them. For some
there are more, and
some belongings are
priceless and take front
stage in our living
rooms or on walls, some even hold special
insurance should it come to a terrible demise.
We look forward to Chanukah for some small
(or not so small) gifts, and birthday presents,
valentines goodies, and our vacations, where
we may buy more belongings and bring
souvenirs to add to our growing mausoleum
collections. My momma had an apartment
richly filled with belongings.
I was quite surprised to find that Judaism
had very little written about one’s possessions
and defined customs following death. My
mourning has taken solace from subscribed
prayer and rituals. I feel lost without some
rules regarding my momma’s possessions.
I ask, why has Judaism not addressed the
concept of belongings? If I think of the
Holocaust museums of Yad Vashem and
the The United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum in Washington or even Synagogue
displays, Judaica and owned possessions are
featured under glass. I am struggling with
the belongings. I would like everything to be
preserved under glass for momma. What do I
display now? What do I keep squirrelled away
securely in the boxes from her apartment for
a day when I think I am ready to unveil the
treasures?
In my search for profound and deeper
meaning, I consulted people at my Synagogue
in our morning minyan, an Chasidic Rabbi
and our local Rabbi from my Conservative
Synagogue.

We Repair, Replace and Maintain:
Furnaces
Air Conditioners
Plumbing Fixtures & Systems
Electrical Fixtures & Systems

306-222-8466

Belongings Part 1
A Chabad Rabbi looked in The Sefer
Chasidim, the “Book of the Pious” to
answer my question about belongings
and Judaism. The book was written by
Judah ben Samuel of Regensburg
(Germany, 1150 –1217). This work addresses
subjects ranging from love of God, Torah
study, and the after-life, to choosing a mate,
financial matters, and anger.
Interestingly there was only one reference
to belongings. The topic was the shoes of
the deceased. The Sefer Chasidim is the first
source stating that one shouldn't wear the
shoes of one who has passed away.
Rabbi Anibal Mass from Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue in Winnipeg explains that the
shoe injunction is related to dreams. This is
based on the Babylonian Talmud, Tractate
Berachot page 57b, where we learn: that a
dream where a deceased person comes to take
away any object is a positive sign! unless the
object is shoes.
With regard to dreams, the Sages taught:
One who dreams that he sees a corpse in
his house, it is a sign of peace in his house.
If the corpse ate and drank in the house, it
is good omen for the house. If the corpse
removed vessels from the house, it is a bad
omen for the house, as it suggests that the
corpse is taking someone from the house
with him. Rav Pappa explained this only if
the dream was with regard to a shoe and a
sandal, as that indicates that someone from the
house is going to embark on a long journey.
As the Sages said: Everything that a corpse
takes in a dream is a good omen except a
shoe and a sandal; everything that a corpse
gives in a dream is a good omen except dust
and mustard, which looks like dust, as they
portend burial.
Since our dreams are a reflection of our
everyday realities, the thought is that by
wearing the deceased shoes would cause us

from

ISRAEL

centennialplumbing.com

to think about the deceased by day and cause
the bad omen dream.
Rabbi Anibal Mass also explains the
importance of wearing shoes in Judaism. He
explained to me that shoes are considered “a
dirty object full of the worst type of impurity
since the ground was cursed by God.” He
quotes Genesis 3:17 which says “...Cursed
be the ground because of you."
And Rabbi Mass further explains that
according to the Rabbis, one of the reasons
why we should wear shoes is to have a layer
of separation between our bodies and this
“cursed” ground.
The rule of shoes comes with other
interpretations, one that it is a conductor of
contagious diseases if the person died from
a transmittable ailment, but if the death was
accidental wearing of the shoes is met without
problem. Another reasoning stems from the
injunction we should not wear the hide of
shoes from a deceased animal whose death
was a result of illness, again a concern for
our health. If the latter interpretation which
centres on animals is true, then the wearing
of shoes of the deceased is permitted.
This begs the question, what do we do with
the shoes of the deceased? Stay tuned to my
next article where I will try to answer this
question.
My intention for this article was to be
more introspective and emotive. I was
hoping to delve into my experiences with
my mother’s belongings with a Jewish flare
of Marie Kondo and simplifying belongings.
To be honest, I haven’t felt ready or as my
momma would say “up to parr” to take on
the unpacking of her belongings. The boxes
and suitcases remind me that memories of her
exist in my home. Please join me next article
with this topic in mind.

Premium kosher table wines
available at Saskatoon Co-op
Wines & Spirits, Blairmore Centre
& 8th St.
Find a wide selection of Galil
Mountain and Teperberg wines
from Israel at attractive prices.

Imported by International Cellars Inc. Vancouver, BC
Ad compliments of Norman Gladstone
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by Stan Schroeder

Biography: Itzhak Perlman

Itzhak Perlman was born in Tel Aviv
August 31, 1945, then British Mandate of
Palestine, now Israel. His parents, Chaim
and Shoshana Perlman, were natives of
Poland and had independently immigrated to
Palestine in the mid-1930s before they met
and later married.
Perlman first became interested in the violin
after hearing a classical music performance on
the radio. At the age of three, he was denied
admission to the Shulamit Conservatory for
being too small to hold a violin. He instead
taught himself how to play the
instrument using a toy fiddle until
he was old enough to study with
Rivka Goldgart at the Shulamit
Conservatory and at the Academy
of Music in Tel Aviv, where he gave
his first recital at age 10. He moved
to the United States to study at the
Juilliard School at age 13. He had
contracted polio at age four. He
made a good recovery, learning
to walk with crutches. He now
uses crutches or an electric Amigo
scooter for mobility and plays the
violin while seated.
Perlman appeared on The Ed
Sullivan Show twice in 1958, and
again in 1964, on the same show
with the Rolling Stones. He made his debut
at Carnegie Hall in 1963. Soon afterward,
he began to tour widely. In addition to an
extensive recording and performance career,
he has continued to make guest appearances
on American television shows such as The
Tonight Show and Sesame Street as well as
playing at a number of functions at the White
House.
My wife Phyllis and I (and 1700 others in
the capacity audience) attended the opening
of The Soraya Performing Arts Center at

California State University Northridge 20192020 season September 19 at which Perlman
and pianist Rohan de Silva performed three
scheduled sonatas for violin and piano and
several short selections afterward. During this
latter period he introduced each number and
related why he selected it. The highlight was
John Williams’ Academy Award winning
theme from Schindler’s List. His passion and
wit were apparent in these introductions.
In a 2011 interview with the Jerusalem
Post, Perlman discussed an upcoming tour

of The Soul of Jewish Music with famed
Cantor Yitzchot Meir Helfgot, a klezmer
band, and an orchestra that debuted in Los
Angeles that April 10. About his collaboration
with Helfgot, he noted, “I’m not exactly a
stranger to playing the violin along some of
the world’s great voices, but I’ve never done
it in a Jewish context.”
“When I was a kid growing up in Israel, on
Saturdays I always listened to the chazzonish
(cantorial) radio programs. That was my
Jewish comfort music.”
Perlman had heard Helfgot sing a year
earlier and was stirred by his voice. When
he presented the idea of a joint performance
to the cantor, Helfgot replied, “Why not?”
Helfgot, alternately dubbed the “Jewish
Domingo” or the “Jewish Pavarotti” is, like
Perlman, a Tel Aviv native and former child
prodigy. He is chief cantor at New York’s Park
East Synagogue and in 2006 presented the first
cantorial solo concert in the then 123-year
Contact Nicky Gitlin
history of the New York Metropolitan Opera.
through Facebook
act Nicky Gitlin through Facebook (www.facebook.com/ In his teens, Perlman helped support his
(www.facebook.com/delish.irony)
h.irony) or Instagram (@delish.irony) or email at
family by entertaining at fundraising dinners
or Instagram
(@delish.irony)
h.irony@gmail.com
if you would
like to place an order. for the United Jewish Appeal, Zionist
or email at
Organization of America and Israel Bonds.
delish.irony@gmail.com
Critics frequently comment on his rapport
with audiences and unfailing enthusiasm.
if you would like to place an order.

Perlman explained that “I am constantly
stimulated and amazed by the music and the
different ways of interpreting it. The work
keeps me young.”
He also keeps switching roles. Sixty-five
at the time of the interview, he tripled as
violinist, conductor and teacher, giving oneon-one lessons to some 15 students at The
Juilliard School in New York. He estimated
that he spends half of his year on the road,
playing in different cities and countries.
He enjoys the performances but hates the
traveling.
Perlman descibes himself as
a “traditional Jew,” who keeps a
kosher home, won’t perform on Friday
nights, and, as the father of five and
grandfather of nine, usually has some
12 family members around the New
York City Shabbat dinner table.
Itzhak Perlman was honored with
the prestigious Genesis Prize in
2016. The annual one million dollar
award celebrates Jewish talent and
achievement by honoring individuals
for their professional accomplishments, commitment to Jewish values,
and contribution to improving the
world. That year the Foundation and
the Jewish Funders Network launched
“Breaking Barriers”, a matching grant
program in honor of Perlman. The initiative
promotes the inclusion of people with
disabilities in all aspects of Jewish communal
life, echoing Perlman’s lifelong dedication to
breaking barriers and creating a fully inclusive
society for people of all abilities.
In lieu of accepting the prize money,
Perlman asked that the funds be used to
promote inclusion and breaking barriers in
both North America and Israel.
Note: At the Perlman concert we attended,
the project Violins of Hope was introduced
and described. Amnon Weinstein, a Tel Aviv
violin maker gathered and restored, over the
last 20 years, several violins that were played
during the Holocaust. These violins will be
played in concerts next year throughout the
U.S. I encourage you to learn more about this
unique endeavor,
Editor’s Note: Stan Schroeder is the Editor
of Congregation Shir Ami’s “Shir Notes” in
Los Angeles which also won a Gold Medal for
“Bulletins.” He writes biographies of famous
Jews and has offered to share them with us.
This article was first published in the Shir Notes.
Steven Goluboff and Stan met each other in
Jerusalem to discuss their community Bulletins
several years ago
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Serena Ryder Juno Award-Winning
Musician | Mental Health Advocate
by Linda Shaw
For Serena Ryder, music is medicine. Her
raw and earnest songwriting, and beautifully
electric live performances, have made her
a favourite amongst fans, peers, and critics
alike. The award-winning singer-songwriter
has won six prestigious JUNO Awards, a
MuchMusic Video Award, and a Canadian
Screen Award for Achievement in Music –
Original Song. In 2018, Ryder received the
Margaret Trudeau Mental Health Advocacy
Award and she has been the face of the Bell
Let’s Talk campaign for several years.
Ryder has been playing guitar and penning
songs since she was a teenager. Prior to her
chart-smashing album, Harmony (2013),
Ryder achieved gold-selling status with her
previous albums, If Your Memory Serves You
Well (2007), and Is it O.K. (2009). Her songs
have also appeared in more than 50 TV shows

and commercials, including Grey’s Anatomy,
VEEP, and Suits. In concert, Ryder has shared
the stage with such notable artists as OneRepublic, Kanye West, Sara
Bareilles, HAIM, Pitbull,
and Melissa Ethridge.
A seasoned performer,
Ryder delivers high-energy keynotes that speak to
mental health, creativity,
and empowerment.
The Silver Spoon Dinner continues to be Saskatoon’s Premiere
Ladies’ Night Out – an all-inclusive evening
of luxury and laughs. You will be pampered,
wined & dined and entertained in elegant
style while supporting, Congregation Agudas
Israel Jewish Community, Saskatoon Hadas-

sah-WIZO, Saskatoon Interval House and
Ronald McDonald House. You will meet the
2020 Sterling Award
Winner and have the
opportunity to win
numerous fabulous
prizes!
As always, the Silver Spoon Dinner is
the biggest project that
our Jewish Community organizes so be
sure to support it– as
a volunteer, attendee
and/or donor. It will be an awesome night of
inspiration, laughter and fun. I hope you are
all part of our success.
Tickets go on sale on-line at www.eventbrite.ca starting at noon Wednesday, January
15th. Ticket price - $225.

United Israel Appeal Campaign 2019

by Perry Romberg, Regional Communities Consultant, Jewish Federations of Canada - UIA
The people of Israel
are often referred to
as Klal Yisrael. Klal
means congregation,
community, peoplehood with the word
stemming from the root of the verb “l’chlol”
to include, to combine, to gather, to bring in.
We are ONE People, One Nation, and One
Community that cares and feels for each other
in good and not so good times. Our revered
leader Moshe (Moses) declared what a stiff
necked people we are, divided by opinions,
affiliations, perspectives, but we can always
count on each other when the going is rough.
Wherever Jews live we feel a connection to
other Jews everywhere and in every age. This
is what Klal Yisrael means: “All of Israel.” Klal
Yisrael includes both the yeshiva boys and the
Women of the Wall in Jerusalem, the intermarried Jews and Chabadniks in Los Angeles,
the totally secular and the totally Satmar
Chassidim in New York. It includes the Jews
of Singapore, Nashville, Auckland, the Jews
of Buenos Aires and the Jews of Saskatoon.
The week of November 11, over 400 rockets
were launched from the Gaza strip into Israel.

The nonstop rocket fire crippled life across
southern and central Israel as far away as Tel
Aviv, some 80 kilometers (50 miles) away.
Fifty-eight Israelis were lightly and moderately injured or treated for shock.
The week prior, a rocket from Gaza destroyed a home in Sderot. Luckily, the family
was already situated in the local bomb shelter
so no one was injured or killed. Although they
lost their home, they didn’t lose their lives.
Not all victims of terrorist attacks are so
lucky. In 2018, 26 Israelis lost their lives and
118 were injured in 42 terrorist attacks. To
date, since the founding of Israel in 1948,
3,743 Israelis (including 225 children) have
been killed and 15,029 injured.
When tragedy strikes and the future looks
uncertain, the emotional toll is unimaginable.
The Jewish Agency for Israel’s Fund for
Victims of Terror provides emergency aid for
those in dire need and ongoing care to get individuals and families on the road to recovery.
Additionally, through grants and ongoing
services, this essential fund provides survivors
with the care they need, including psychological counseling and job retraining, so that they
can more quickly recover from trauma and

rebuild their lives.
Since 2017, the Jewish Agency has provided emergency grants to 42 new victims,
long-term rehabilitative assistance to 424 victims of previous violence, and respite camping
programs to 320 traumatized children.
The Jewish Federations of Canada – United
Israel Appeal supports the Jewish Agency Victims of Terror Fund. When one Jew is in pain
all of Klal Yisrael hurts. Your donation eases
the pain and trauma suffered by our sisters and
brothers under attack in southern Israel. The
most recent terror campaign in the south of
Israel impacts the residents but also impacts
Klal Yisrael as a whole. Please consider a
donation to this year’s United Israel Appeal
Campaign when you receive our mailing. If
you have specific questions please do call me
at 416-634-3072 or email me at promberg@
jfcuia.org We look forward to hearing from
you so that we can continue to support victims
of terror in Israel.
A very happy & joyous Chanukah to all
of you.

This Page is sponsored by Toby Rose, Les Klein, Jonathon, Solomon and Benjamin of Toronto
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What's This About?

by Bruce Cameron
It may reasonable to
say that if the fledgling
Reform Movement
had not, in its need to
emphasise it’s rejection of all thing halakhic
celebrated the graduation of its first Rabbinic
students from the Hebrew Union College with
a banquet intentionally featuring treif, thus
disgusting some of the attending Rabbis who
walked out of the banquet, we might all be
Reform Jews today.
Those Rabbis who left were the beginnings of still another movement, one to be
somewhere in between Reform and Orthodox. While these Rabbi’s had been attracted
to a reforming of traditional (what we call
Orthodox) Judaism, they grew increasingly
uncomfortable with the direction of the Reform movement, the banquet it appears being
the last straw.
The most notable designers of the Conservative movement were Zachariah Frankel
and Solomon Schechter. Schechter, a scholar
at Oxford University, was perhaps the single
most important force behind the formation
and adoption of Conservative Judaism. He
was a traditionalist, raised in an Orthodox
family yet believed in change, in daring to
question. An observant Jew who nonetheless
believed there was room for adjustments of
ancient laws to a modern era. Schechter described his philosophy as ‘Positive Historical
Judaism’. Frankel described his concept as
that of a ‘catholic (universal) Israel’ with the
seat of authority residing in the consensus of
the Jewish people as one body. He held that a
Jew is a life-long learner and took the position
that “halakha can change in the sensibility of
the age, but only rabbinic leaders, as our religious authority, can authorize these changes”.  
There was a large and growing number of
Jews who, while they perceived Traditional
Judaism as being too intransigent for the postindustrial revolution age of modernity, needed

Conservative /Masorti Judaism
a Jewish form of worship and life which
would offer them a healthy and progressive
form of Judaism in which to feel comfortable,
without going as far as Reform with its’ disregard for halakha. By the middle of the 19th
century the time was ripe for a movement to
reflect a more moderate position between the
two existing streams - Reform and Traditional.
Ergo, Conservatism - a reaction to Reform
within the Reform community. This new
movement returned to accepting both Torah
and halakha as authoritative, with halakha in
the modern age taking a course independent
from Orthodoxy....a middle ground. The
Conservative movement experienced steady
growth in the 1950’s and 60’s, enabling the
various turmoil below the surface to stay
there. But as growth slowed down, provocative challenges from within have confronted
both the Rabbinical Assembly and the USCJ.
By the 70’s, internal dissent had grown in volume as newer alliances were being forged to
press for change. There was a perceived gap
between congregations and their rabbis, and
a lack of observant lay leadership.
The Conservative movement shares Reform’s idea that Jewish law is historical and
thus changing, while supporting a commitment to the working law. Although, in Conservative thinking, the law must change in
response to social, political and economic realities, members are nonetheless encouraged
to conform with certain classical behaviors,
including keeping kosher, Shabbat and holiday observances and daily prayer. Due to its
nature, the range of acceptance and practices
is extremely varied. In fact the movement
runs from those members who would be
difficult to distinguish from Reform Jews to
others who embrace a lifestyle indistinguishable from many Modern Orthodox Jews, thus
creating tensions within the movement. The
most notable in our times was the rift in the
1970’s and 80’s within the Rabbinical As-
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sembly created by the question of  ordaining
women as rabbis, and the resulting rifts and
political infighting which have occurred in the
late 1980’s forward.
Nonetheless Conservative Judaism continues to be the largest religious grouping of
Jews in North America. It’s major challenge
since the late 1970’s has been to adjust from
a Rabbinic-based movement of men trained
as Orthodox or Traditional Rabbi’s, to men
trained in the Conservative movement by
formerly Orthodox Rabbis, to finally being
trained in seminary by Conservative-born and
trained faculty.  
As to the Conservative’s oft vaunted equal
recognition of women in religious life, it was
not until 1973 that the Rabbinical Assembly’s
Committee on Jewish Law and Standards
began to seriously acknowledge and struggle
with egalitarianism in all aspects of Jewish
religious life. It was in this year that the Rabbinical Assembly adopted a rule (a takana)
recognizing women as part of the minyan.
Even this decision created divisions within
the Conservative movement. In the following
year the same Committee of the RA considered the following:
1)Could women serve as Rabbis and cantors?
2) Could women act as witnesses and sign
legal documents?
The bitter disagreements within the Rabbinical Assembly from  these questions created protracted and bitter division between
traditionalists and modernists and was referred to the Conservative Jewish Theological
Seminary - for further study as, of course, a
stalling technique. Likewise, within the seminary there were various and sometimes bitter
arguments and sides as to how appropriate
(or otherwise) it would be to include women.
continued on page 18
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Combatting Antisemitism Demands Community Unity… Now!
by Shimon Koffler Fogel, President and CEO of the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA)
No external threat
worries Canadian Jewry more than the rising
tide of antisemitism.
For years, in grassroots consultations
hosted by the Centre for Israel and Jewish
Affairs (CIJA), community members have
unanimously and consistently said antisemitism is their primary concern.
Pay attention to any conversation on the
steps of your nearest synagogue or community centre and you’ll likely hear concerned
community members say that Jewish organizations of all stripes
should be doing
more to combat the
scourge of Jew-hatred. To paraphrase
the words of an
emphatic member
of the community
in Montreal: “Get
together already!
Enough is enough! Maspik!”
That passionate individual faithfully represented the perspectives of many in our
community. To combat antisemitism, we must
work together. We are stronger when we are
united, and we must unite on this issue now.
No country in 2019 is free of antisemitism,
no political orientation is insulated against
Jew-hatred, and no movement is entirely immune from discrimination against our people.
Contemporary antisemitism wears many
faces and threatens our community on mul-

tiple fronts – from the extreme right to the
extreme left and, increasingly, from segments
within the Muslim community. Some antisemites operate in broad daylight in the public
square and on social media. Others lurk in
the obscurest corners of the dark web. What
unites them is their hatred of Jews. And that
should unite us.
Canada may be the best place in the world
in which to be Jewish, but make no mistake,
this country is not immune from the scourge
of antisemitism and the threat it poses to our
safety and well-being.
For years, CIJA has worked to keep anti-

While these are important steps, in these
challenging times, they are not enough. The
enormity of the danger demands a unified
approach. This is why we are calling on
other organizations and individuals to join
CIJA and a broad alliance of Jewish and nonJewish groups in Canada from all sectors in
establishing Maspik! A Coalition to Combat
Antisemitism.
Thanks to support drawn from the proceeds
of the recent JNF Negev Dinner in Toronto,
honouring Wendy Eisen and Carole Zucker,
we now have the initial seed funds to launch
this coalition, which we will expand and
sustain over the longer term by establishing a fundraising program to ensure
sufficient resources to create real impact.
In the coming weeks, CIJA and our
Federation partners across the country
will establish an independent committee
of lay leaders to oversee the grants and
applications process. Once established,
coalition members will be invited to apply for funding for action-oriented initiatives that advance our overarching objective
of confronting and combatting antisemitism
in Canada.
It is time to act together. With your help, this
coalition will provide support for individual
organizational efforts, diminish the distracting
noise of institutional egos and give expression to a resounding sense of unity as we join
forces to combat a blight that is as old as the
Jewish people.
Join CIJA, your local federation or community and other organizations representing tens
of thousands of Jewish Canadians in saying
enough is enough. Maspik!
Shimon Koffler Fogel is President and CEO of
the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA).
To learn more about Maspik! A Coalition to
Combat Antisemitism visit maspik.ca.

Contemporary antisemitism wears many
faces and threatens our community on
multiple fronts – from the extreme right
to the extreme left
semitism at the margins. In recent months,
these efforts have resulted in two important
developments: Canada’s adoption of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance’s
(IHRA) definition of antisemitism as part of
the Government’s anti-racism strategy; and
secondly, the incorporation of many of CIJA’s
policy positions in the ground-breaking study
by the House of Commons Justice Committee, including our call for the creation of a
national strategy to combat online hate and
radicalization.

Is The Internet Good for he Jews continued from page 5
you “get stuck in a static, ever-narrowing version of yourself – an endless you-loop” is all
too real for some people. Sometimes it takes
courage to venture beyond your comfort zone
and hear or read other points of view.
Most important to note is that living in
what in effect is a closed online community
is not a way of life that Judaism condones. In
Judaism, the Talmud is the ultimate source of
reflection. A main goal of the Talmud is to
make readers appreciate and come to terms
with the positions of those that they do not
agree with by examining and debating opposing points of view. It is only through this
process that one develops “an understanding

heart”. Moreover, the Halakha gives greater
honor to the views of Beit Hillel than those
of Beit Shammai. This is because Beit Hillel treated Beit Shammai’s arguments with
respect and tried to come to terms with their
merits while Beit Shammai did not do the
same for Hillel’s argyuments.
So is the Internet good for the Jews? We have
to recognize both its dangers and opportunities.  
Note: Dr. David Taras is a political
scientist and TV pundit in Alberta, widely
published author about media and politics in
Canada, and has donated frequently to our
synagogue.
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Divrei Harav. continued from page 4
celebrate with their loved ones, but their own
traditions are different. There is nothing wrong
if they see a Christmas tree at the house of
their non-Jewish cousins, but they shouldn’t
see one when they come back home. Your
kids are not going to suffer if they realize
they are different. The opposite: They will
appreciate you taught them an identity and
not to be ashamed of it. If you want to make
things easier for them, a good way is to host
a Hanukkah celebration at home, inviting the
same friends and relatives who invited you
for Christmas, and let your kids feel ownership through games, songs and the lighting
of the candles. That way, it will be clear what
celebration belongs to them. Always avoid a
joint “Hanukkah-Christmas” celebration: It
will only contribute to the confusion. A Jew
celebrates only Hanukkah at home, so does a
Christian with Christmas.
Using terms like “Chrismukkah” are not
only harmful for your children’s education,
they also imply serious issues of integrity
and respect. They mean to be funny and lighthearted but instead of contributing to the enjoyment of the holidays, they make a mockery
of their meaning. Hanukkah and Christmas are
very different celebrations. Ironically, Hanukkah commemorates the struggle of the Jews
to maintain their religious traditions in the
context of an oppressive majority. Christmas,
celebrates the birth of Jesus. Don’t play games
with your kids’ identity: Hanukkah belongs
to Jews – Christmas to Christians. While we
share the festive atmosphere of December,
each one does it standing firmly on his own
tradition.
My last advice is to try to take advantage
of this time of the year to educate your nonJewish relatives, friends and kids’ teachers
about what Hanukkah is and why Jews don’t
celebrate Christmas. Most of them just don’t
know about Judaism but they are eager to
learn about it. They are willing to accommodate their own celebrations to respect our
traditions, and in some cases, they even feel
uncomfortable when you don’t tell them.
Similarly with school, I suggest meeting
with your kids’ teachers and explaining to
them about Hanukkah. Perhaps you can offer them some crafts or colouring pages, so
in case they decide to do some activities for
Christmas they can give a Hanukkah option
to your kids. In regard to your non-Jewish
friends and relatives, in case you think they are
considering giving a present to your children
for Christmas, ask them to please do it as a
Hanukkah present, using Hanukkah wrapping
paper or just a simple card that says “Happy
Hanukkah”. These small details will make
a big impact in the Jewish identity of your
kids. Celebrate Hanukkah at home as a big

celebration, decorate your house, make latkes,
eat donunts (Sufganiot) and show your family
some Jewish pride.
Raising Jewish children in a small Jewish
community like Saskatoon is much more difficult than in bigger cities. Even more so at
this time of the year when Christmas comes
and it’s presented as a religiously neutral celebration that doesn’t affect our Jewish identity.
For Jews, December is the time of the year to
celebrate Hanukkah (nothing else).
I finish with the wise words of Rabbi Jonathan Sacks from a Rosh Hashanah message
this year: “If you want your children to stay
Jewish, be consistent. Don’t keep kosher at
Editorial. continued from page 3
censure at the United Nations, a body that
presumably was formed to deal fairly and equitably with all nations. Clearly this is not the
case. Most recently a motion put forth by three
bastions of democracy and human rights,
North Korea, Zimbabwe and “The State of
Palestine”, called for a “just, lasting and
comprehensive peace settlement” and refers
to “contested lands between the two countries
as Occupied Palestinian Territories.” Canada
who at one time was a staunch supporter of
Israel voted in favour of the motion ostensibly to try and regain a seat on the Security
Council. There is no comment or mention of
the fact that Israel is surrounded by Hizballah
to the north, Hamas to the west and of course
Iran, all who are publicly dedicated to the
destruction of the State of Israel. And the motion talks about the “territories” as being the
barrier to peace? As we are all aware, Israel in
not perfect but it is the only democracy in the
Middle East, and it may have a problem with
its Prime Minister and challenges of a “super
democratic” system, it still deserves our support. Recently at York University anti-Israel
and crassly anti-Semitic rhetoric was hurled at
Jewish students – “intifada, intifada, go back
to the ovens.” The students were attempting
to stage a Reservist on Duty event at the

home but not outside. Don’t have a simcha
in shul and then a non-kosher function elsewhere. That gives children a mixed message,
and children respond to mixed messages by
concluding that you cannot be that serious
about Judaism, so why should they? Consistency matters not just within the family but
way beyond. Non-Jews respect Jews who
respect Judaism. Non-Jews are embarrassed
by Jews who are embarrassed by Judaism.
Those who make sacrifices for their faith usually succeed in passing it on to their children;
those who don’t, often don’t.”
Hanukkah Sameach! - Happy Hanukkah!

University. The world is aware of the rising
tide of racism and particularly anti-Semitism
often couched in anti-Israel and anti-Zionism
statements. We should not be embarrassed or
reluctant or stand up for ourselves, for Israel
and for other minorities faced with this poison.
As well, in this issue of The Bulletin, I refer
you to columns by Brian Herman of B’nai
Brith Canada and Shimon Fogel of CIJA who
discuss these issues and share the role these
important Jewish organizations provide in
fighting the scourge of anti-Semitism.
Our own community will begin its annual
United Israel Campaign to support the
worldwide work of The Jewish Agency
and its partners around the world, including
CIJA, one of our advocates for Jewish and
Israeli Affairs. Our Board is examining
other opportunities such as The Jerusalem
Foundation to be a partner in future local and
Israel-oriented fundraising in the future. But
for 2019, consider UIA as a recipient of your
Tzedakah. Again 50% of funds raised will stay
in our community to help build stronger and
continued ties with the State of Israel.
Finally, I would like to add my own mazel
tov and yasher koach to Arnie Shaw who has
been recognized as the recipient of the 2019
B’nai Brith’s We’re Proud of you Award.
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B'nai Brith Canada. continued from page 10
produce a guide instructing Canadian Muslims on how to vote. Among other issues,
the Canadian Muslim Voting Guide (from a
research project at Wilfrid Laurier University) alleged that “Zionist ideologies play a
prominent role” in fomenting Islamophobia
in Canada. No evidence was cited for this
dangerous proposition. The Voting Guide
also assigned a “Fail” grade to Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau for recognizing that BDS is a
form of antisemitism. A complaint was lodged

with the granting agency involved.
Canada Post’s 2019 Hanukkah Stamp
A new stamp honouring the ‘Festival of
Lights’ was issued November 14th by Canada
Post. If you look at the text on the booklet or
First Day Cover, you’ll see that B’nai Brith
Canada is acknowledged as having contributed. We understand a Hanukkah stamp will
now feature annually in the programme of
Canada Post issues.

Métis National Council Conference on
Minorities in Canada
On November 18th-20th, the Métis National
Council will be hosting a special conference
in Ottawa, “Minorities in Canada – Coming
together”. B’nai Brith Canada will be participating and will be showcasing our annual
Audit of Antisemitic Incidents in Canada and
our paper on the need for an anti-hate strategy
in Canada.

The Jewish Foundation .. continued from page 8
the population groups in the city to ensure
a better future for Jerusalem. Says Doron:
“It is essential that we refine our priorities in
order to support Jerusalem’s future development, adapting to the evolving needs of all its
population groups, serving as an example to
the rest of the country.”
To support Jerusalem’s diverse residents
in building a modern, open and vibrant city
together, the Foundation places a special focus
on the social and communal needs of the city’s
most vulnerable populations to effectively
strengthen the social fabric and community
support systems of Jerusalem. In addition to
these communal needs, the Foundation aims
to enhance the vibrancy and openness of the
city, ensuring that it continues to be a source
of inspiration around the world. To that end,
the Foundation leverages the city’s diversity
and unique history by providing platforms
for its varied populations to find expression

through creativity. And, looking ahead to
safeguard the city’s future, the Foundation
will now focus on developing leadership and
excellence in the city through its involvement
in community activism and investment in the
next generation.
In addition, the Jerusalem Foundation is
transforming its own physical headquarters
into a nucleus of collaboration in the city by
now housing two hubs to encourage cooperation and partnership with other like-minded
organizations. The Foundation’s second floor
is now home to the Shared Living Hub for social change organizations and initiatives promoting shared society, tolerance and dialogue
in Jerusalem. The space facilitates the growth
and success of these NGOs and their projects,
enabling their familiarization with one another
and with resources at their disposal, creating
partnerships and raising public awareness of
their important work. And on the third floor, a

What's This About. continued from age 15
It was not until 1983 when a female graduate
of the Reform seminary demonstrated her
qualifications for admission to the Rabbinical Assembly of Conservative Judaism that
the issue was taken off the back burner, soto-speak, and the movement was forced to
consider the issue more seriously. Finally, the
Seminary faculty voted 34-8 to admit women
to the Rabbinical school, and finally in 1985
the first female graduated from the Conservative Seminary and was ordained a Rabbi. This
created much noise and furor within and without the Rabbinical Assembly with divisions
remaining in some congregations.
Conservative Judaism in a nut shell:
-arose in the 19th and 20th as a reaction
against both Orthodox and Reform;
- believes the traditional forms and precepts
of Judaism are valid, but has proposed and
effected some modifications of halakha;
- trains its Rabbis at its Jewish Theological

Seminary;
- Rabbis are organized into the Rabbinical
Assembly;
- its congregational body is the USCJ;
- recognises both Bar and Bat Mitzvot and
naming ceremonies for girls;
- most congregations include women in the
minyan and have done away with separate
seating;
- in the words of Jacob Neusner, “the Conservative movement has long been based on
a divided coalition”;
- allows gradual change in law and practice,
in harmony with Jewish tradition;
- recognises
Israel as the birthplace of the Jewish
people;
- recognises Hebrew as the language of
Jewish expression;
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hub for socio-economic leadership is housed
within the JLM.3k workspace to encourage
a community of professionals and organization to develop their ideas and contribute
to the city’s economic growth. As well as
providing the physical work space, the hub
supports resident organizations with support
for events, guidance and the development of
a business ecosystem. The hub will empower
Jerusalem’s innovators and activists, helping
them provide creative solutions to problems
facing the city and develop a dynamic, open
economic ecosystem.
Wherever you go in the city, construction
is underway – there is unprecedented growth
in both the private and public sectors. The
Jerusalem Foundation intends to continue
strengthening Jerusalem, an ancient city becoming a centre for youthful creativity, innovation, inclusiveness and pluralism; an open
city functioning as the civil society capital of
Israel and the Jewish people; a livable city
for young families, rich in both culture and
human capital; and an inspiration to the world.
Nomi Yeshua visited Saskatoon recently to
share with us information about the Jerusalem
Foundation
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Zoe Gropper. continued from page 6
achieve them.
After our Dad died in 1996, Mom formed
even closer relationships with her one year
older sister, Myrna Levin, and with Gladys
Rose. They would travel together to family simchas. One family member referred
to them as the “maternal triumvirate”. And
they would have their annual visit together in
Vancouver, where they exhausted each other
with concerts, plays, lectures, luncheons and
sometimes, too many martinis.
Aunt Gladys, who is celebrating her 93rd
birthday tomorrow, has travelled to be with
us today along with her children and all of her
nieces and nephews, our cousins, and some
of their children.
I want to paint a verbal portrait of our Mom
for you, and for our memories, by using adjectives that best describe her.
Rational and Realistic. She led by her
mind – not by her heart. She was rational. She
had a realistic assessment of her alternatives.
She was optimistic. She was practical. She
and Dad made rational and realistic decisions
quickly, and followed through. They decided
to move to Vancouver quickly and bought a
home. While they could still manage stairs,
they bought a one level apartment. And 10
years ago, not wanting to live alone with a
caretaker, Mom decided to move to an assisted
living complex, and moved to the Tapestry
where she could be part of a community of
people. And she always said. If I have to move
again it will be to the Weinberg - Where she
moved about four months ago.
She used those same skills when Dad died.
Too soon when she was 78. But, as she said,
she picked up her feet and moved forward,
one step at a time. She continued to spend
time with her friends, with her bridge group,
with concerts and plays and some travel and.,
of course, with her family.
You will see the best example of that
rationality and practicality when you arrive
at her graveside at the cemetery. Our father
was buried at the Beth Israel Cemetery on
Willington in Burnaby. But when Naomi
died and was buried at the Temple Cemetery
in White Rock, Zoe decided that she wanted
to be buried there. But she didn’t want to be
buried apart from Dad, as that would have required her children to visit two cemeteries. So
about ten years ago she arranged for Natie to
be reinterred at the Temple Sholom cemetery
in White Rock. In a plot beside hers and close
to her granddaughter and our daughter, Naomi
Gropper Steiner.
Concerned. She was proud to be a Canadian. She believed that in our society, we
had to pay our taxes to allow governments
to provide the services that are required for
education, health care, services to the disadvantaged, equality. But she expressed great
concern about the world that will be inherited
by her grandchildren and great grandchildren.

Concerns she had about the temptations and
and availability of alcohol, drugs and sex, and
with the dangers of social media, and with
increasing concern about climate change,
dimming of western democracies and the rise
of autocrats.
She always voted. Even two weeks ago in
the Canadian federal election.
Involved. Mom often described her occupation as a professional volunteer. She believed
and practiced “giving back” From her early involvement in home and school organizations
while we were at school, with the National
Council of Jewish Women where she served
as a national vice president, as a member of
the Public Library Board in Saskatoon, as an
active member of the allocations committee
of the Jewish Federation of Greater Vancouver
and as a volunteer counsellor at the Woman’s
Resource Centre of UBC, and as an active
member of a myriad of other organizations.
Accepting. There have been great changes
in social relations from the post-World War
1 time in which she was born. And we have
seen those in our family. From divorce, to
interfaith marriage, to same sex marriage, to
children born without marriage, to children
born without a partner. And she was able
to use her rational and realism to accept all
of these changes. And to encourage (maybe
push) our father into accepting these changes.
As she said to me once. “When you live in a
big family you experience everything.”
Inquisitive. Her curiosity was not limited
to the books and magazines and newspapers
she read, or the PBS channel she preferred to
watch on TV. She devoured information. She
had to know about what was happening in the
world. She had to know how things worked
(not so much though about her iPad and.
Computer which she always waited for me to
come over and fix). But she was inquisitive
about people, about their relationships. Not in
a sense of gossip but really wanting to know
about others. And she would ask them.
Opinionated. Yes, she could be opinionated. But not without thinking about the
opinions she held. But once having determined her position on an issue, she was not
shy about expressing it. Aunt Gladys told me
that when Mom turned 95, she told Gladys
that she could now speak her mind freely. To
which Gladys replied. “What have you been
doing up to now?”
Beauty and Grace. When I look back at her
pictures, and think of her, she was beautiful.
The wedding pictures of her and our Dad are
of a stunning and dashing young couple in
love. We have a cherished picture of them
taken at Tamara and Daniel's wedding in
1995, less than a year before Dad died. They
are elegant, beaming at each other with their
hands intertwined. And even as she aged, she
remained beautiful and elegant. I recall flying
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with her to Elijah’s bris more than 20 years
ago. And on the plane the stewardess said to
me. Would your wife like some juice? And
I thought that I had a youthful face.
Social. Mom loved people. She loved to
be part of everything. She had to be there on
time. And she was always the last to leave.
She was the ultimate FOMO. She was at
every family event – every community event.
She didn’t want to miss anything. The first
family event she missed was the wedding of
Benjamin and Eden Klein some three years
ago. But she did participate by Face Time.
Recently, when her doctor came to visit her the
discussion, with Risa and Miriam, turned to
MAID – assisted dying. And at the end of the
discussion Mom turned to Risa and Miriam
and said. “But I might miss something”
Jewish. Being Jewish was central to her
being. Not in a religious or observant sense,
but as the core of her identity. Attending
Jewish events. Being supporting of Jewish
organizations. Making sure she was generous
in her giving to Jewish organizations. Being
part of the Jewish holidays.
On Yom Kippur (two weeks before she
died) I went to see her at about 2 o’clock. She
wasn’t going to shul that day. So, I suggested
we watch Daniel Gropper at his synagogue
in Rye New York. And for the next hour she
watched and listened to his Yizkor and Nihla
services on her iPad. So, when I got home,
I mentioned this to Lynne, and she said we
should go back to Mom’s and watch the services at Temple. And we did. For two hours.
That Yom Kippur service will remain in my
memory forever.
Family. Her love and interest in family will
be our most profound memory. Mom grew up
in a small family, with no aunts and uncles in
the community. But when she married Dad,
she embraced his large family of four sisters,
and myriad aunts and uncles and cousins all
living in Saskatoon. And Mom accepted and
participated in this family.
But it’s her own extended family that
will remember her closely. Her children
and their spouses, and her grandchildren,
all lived in Vancouver. And all have very
special memories of being in her and Dad’s
home – especially Sunday brunch – an every
Sunday event when we would all gather in
their home. We replicated the menu at her
100th year celebration. The bonds between
her grandchildren and their partners and great
grandchildren run deep. When in Vancouver
they visited with her. They called her. They
emailed her. They facetimed with her. In
fact, Daniel and Anna have told me of their
wonderful facetime meeting with her (and
Anna’s husband Matt and their six and fouryear-old daughters, Tessa and Rosie) just last
Tuesday evening. And this extended to the
continued on page 21

Petty Landa... continued from page 6
until she overheard a conversation that the
penny dropped and she asked the question,
"are you my real mother?" straight up, and
was told the truth.
Losing her mother, being such a talented
musician only to lose her piano even access
to the church organ she was starting to learn
how to play because in the Depression a lot
of people lost everything, finding out about
the death of her own mother 13 years after
the fact, losing her home in Swift Current
and all its comforts and ending up in Prince
Albert where everything was different and
her father was struggling to get back on his
feet by selling old clothes, the bitterness of
anti-semitism which was so prevalent until
after World War II, these were formidable
challenges, enough to rock anybody’s sense
of their own value. For Petty, these things
were offset by the wonderful warmth of the
extended Davidner family, first cousins, aunts,
uncles, grandparents, the way they looked out
for each other, these things counteracted the
scary forces, and embedded in her a set of
values and beliefs that made her the woman
we all came to know without understanding
her context. Because she changed that context
and made sure it was not ours.

Answers to Quarterly Quiz
1. The three daily prayers are said to have
been created by the three patriarchs.
Morning prayers were established
by Abraham, afternoon by Isaac,
and evening by Jacob. They also
correspond to the three daily sacrifices
in the days of the Temple.
2. Monday morning, Thursday morning,
Saturday morning, and Saturday
afternoon.
3. The eternal light in the synagogue that
burns near the ark, representing the
eternal light that burned in the Temple.
4. Sundown.
5. Abraham.
6. 586 BCE.
7, Kria (Hebrew for “tearing”) is the
custom of tearing one’s clothing upon
hearing the news of the death of a
close relative or loved one.

She was all about values, and beliefs. She
knew how important it is to make people
feel comfortable, because she had been
made to feel very uncomfortable as a young
girl. She knew that manners are about that,
and thus good manners really matter, that
kindness must be extended no matter how
uncomfortable the person needing that
kindness might make you feel. She also
taught that good enough is never enough,
that striving beyond what you think you can
do is what is necessary. These were the things
that she tried so hard to pass on to children
and her grandchildren, do good, help others,
work as hard as you can for the betterment of
the community around you, don't be selfish,
be kind to strangers, bring them home, stand
up for the underdog, these were her values
and she set them out before us very clearly.
That and play your scales Elaine, and mind
your fingering, calling down from upstairs
whenever it should have been B flat or F sharp
because she knew the pieces I was working on
so much better than I did. And if you showed
talent in our house, well, off you went to
wherever it could be polished. Kahrellah to
the National Theatre School at 18 because she
wanted to act, and just hanging out with local
theatre was not aspirational enough. She had
to win a national audition. And then studying
with Francis Adaskin, a leading opera teacher,
because Kahrellah had a four octave range
voice and that should never be wasted. And
for me, only the best music teachers, including
summer school with Lyle Gustin, and the
Banff School of Fine Arts, and how about
painting sessions with Winona Mulcaster?
And which university anywhere in the world
do you kids want to go to? In fact, the day I
married Stephen, my Dad whispered to me,
I’m sure at my Mom’s urging, if you're not
sure about going through with this I'll send
you to any school you want. How about the
Sorbonne? And no one yelled at my brother
when he said, no thanks to medicine, I am for
the law because the law was honourable too.
When I think of how brave my mother was

from

ISRAEL

with my Dad overseas, and likely to be killed,
caring for my sister Kahrellah on her own,
I can't imagine where she got the strength,
where all her friends who were in the same
boat, found the strength.
And that's the other thing I want you to
remember about Petty today. She was not a
loner, she was a joiner. She and her friends
formed a village of the mind. Together, they
created the incredibly safe world my siblings
and our friends grew up in. They were
Jewish women first but not last, and though
they wouldn't have described themselves as
feminists, they were. Judaism in those days
did not make room for their daughters to lead.
Well to heck with that, they said: this Jewish
community will become as we want it, where
girls and boys are equal. Together, they all
took care of all of us. My mothers' friends
were the parents of my friends some of whom
who live here today, or who live in Israel,
Vancouver, Nairobi, Toronto, and are still
my friends because we grew up like siblings,
running in and out of each others' houses,
organizing BBYO or Young Judea events
with our mother's telling us how to do it and
why we should do it. While our mothers' feet
were firmly planted in the Jewish community,
and they worked hard for the development
of Israel, they also identified themselves as
Canadians-- from Saskatoon, Saskatchewan,
Canada, with things to offer to others in
Canada and far beyond. They had vision, they
had grit, and they were a lot of fun.
So while we are remembering Petty today,
remember too some of her friends: Zoe
Gropper, Mimi Gelmon, Grace Goluboff,
Ruby Rosenberg, Ida Landa, Ida Bobroff,
Mary Davidner, Miriam Buckwold, Clarice
Buckwold, Ruth Buckwold Stoffman, Esther
Pollack, Estelle Brans, Bess Gladstone....I
can't list all of them, it would take too long,
but let's remember them and thank them for
what they gave us which was, is, the courage
to be the best we can be. As they were: as
my mother was for 102 eventful, useful,
wonderful years.

Premium kosher table wines
available at Saskatoon Co-op
Wines & Spirits, Blairmore Centre
& 8th St.
Find a wide selection of Galil
Mountain and Teperberg wines
from Israel at attractive prices.

Imported by International Cellars Inc. Vancouver, BC
Ad compliments of Norman Gladstone
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Arnie Shaw We Are Proud of You... continued from cover
Arnie is and always has been heavily
involved in the Saskatoon community. He
was treasurer and a founding member of the
Lakeview Community Association, for 10
years he was on the board and eventually
chaired the board of the Centennial Auditorium, even agreeing to take on interim executive director responsibilities when the facility
required strong leadership. He’s been a mentor in the Raj Manek mentorship program
and an instructor for Junior Achievement.
He’s helped fund raise for the United Way
and Persephone Theatre and has been a very
generous donor to many important initiatives
geared at making Saskatoon a better place.
He even created a fund at our business to give
away $1000/month to a non-profit in need,
this was his way of reaching organizations
that might not otherwise have the funding
they need.
He’s very proud of his non-profit board
work and he is incredibly diligent about it.
Don’t be surprised if you find Arnie spending his Sunday afternoon at the lake reading
exhilarating books on Corporate Governace
for non-profits or studying 400 page employee
benefit briefings as part of his work on the
boards of 3S Health, Blue Cross and the Nexstar Network. He is busy helping non-profit
organizations help people in our community.

According to the selection committee,
none of this alone would have been enough
to earn the prestigious “We Are Proud Of
You Award”. It is the enormous contributions Arnie has made to the Saskatoon Jewish
Community and specifically to this dinner that
earned him this award.
His contributions to our Jewish community
are too numerous to mention. They include
board work locally, provincially, and nationally, endless fundraising initiatives, Folkfest,
and the Silver Spoon Dinner to mention a few.
Arnie’s two most notable contributions to
our Jewish community are:
1. |or decades, he’s been a member of our
finance committee, which explains why
our small congregation has learned to live
within its means and still provide services
that many larger communities could only
dream about providing.
And
2. His contributions to the Bnai Brith Silver
Plate Dinner.
To give you an idea, I quote David Katzman:
David said: “We had a good thing going with
Silver Plate Dinner before Arnie volunteered
to take over the ticket meister roll. We were
selling 350 or 400 tickets a year and feeling
mighty proud of our success but the Lodge
knew we could be doing better. That’s when

your father volunteered. No one anticipated
what he eventually did with the Dinner. Our
annual sales steadily grew, and literally more
than doubled under his stewardship, to consistently over 900 tickets sold. Our revenues
have probably tripled.
David continued:“In the past decade alone,
we have donated hundreds of thousands of
dollars to various worthy groups in Saskatoon. Without Arnie, that number would have
been cut in half, if not more. Every year, for
six weeks, or more, he’s has the equivalent
of a half time, if not full time, job. He is
consistently encouraging (hounding???) the
ticket sellers. So not only does he put in a
tremendous amount of time, he has to exercise
a great deal of patience. Arnie has been doing
this for at least decade.”
Arnie is a man of integrity, intelligence,
generosity, kindness, and compassion. He is
an incredible role model for me, my sisters,
all 7 of his grandchildren and really everyone
who has been lucky enough to serve with him.
Dad, thank you for your incredible service
to the people of Saskatoon and our small
jewish community. I am incredibly proud of
you and feel really lucky to continue to learn
so much from you. You are so deserving of
this award.

after Mom moved to the Weinberg, once again
lived a block and a half away from Mom.
There are nine grandchildren (18 with their
spouses and partners) and 14.3 great grandchildren (yes Miriam’s daughter Fanny with
her partner Hayden are the .3) Each was very
special to her
So, thank you Daniel and Tamara, Sarah and
Max, Naomi (in blessed memory) and Daniel,
Anna and Matt, Lauren and Brian, Alexis and
Adam, Aaron and Ashley, Fanny and Hayden
and Sam and Michelle. And Elijah, Nathan,
Benjamin, Ella, Shai, Bella, Noa, Mia, Sophie,
Vivienne, Gemma, Tessa, Rosie and Layla
Shay Zoe. She loved each one of you. And
you loved her in return.

There is one other memory that is burned
in my mind. Mom was at the hospital when
Naomi died almost 15 years ago. And when
I saw her she hugged me. And I felt the tension leave my body. I held her. And I sobbed.
And I was secure.
As I have said to others - the ceiling is now
broken. There is an emptiness that can’t be
replaced
No longer being able to catch up with her.
To be reminded of birthdays. To discuss the
family – family events - world events – local
events – politics – social needs. And of her
friends. Not being able to spend the time
conversing with her. Not being able to fill
those hours that we spent together. They are
all empty
My memory will be visiting with her. Her
sitting on her blue couch with her feet on the
footstool that her brother Gerry made in high
school - with her newspapers, magazines,
books, iPad, and phone ready to converse with
all who called or came to visit.
Surrounded by all the photographs of the
family simchas but most of all, Natie, her
husband and our father.
Mom told us a week ago “I have had a
wonderful life”. And she died as she wished,
quickly and peacefully.
Mom. We all love you so very much. We
will miss you - but your love, curiosity, interest in all of us, values of community, being
Jewish and family will live on in each of us.

Zoe Gropper. continued from page 19
Great Grand kids. The love by her for her
family, and of her family for her, is attested
to by all of you who are here today.
Mom also forged special relationships with
those in the family we fondly refer to the
“ungroppers”. With my wife Lynne, Peter’s
wife Marla, Risa’s husband, Bill and Miriam’s
husband, David. Each relationship with her
was different and unique. And they were
each loved by her. And her by each of them
in return. And by the spouses and partners of
the Grandkids, who also had their own special relationships with her. And Mom had a
particularly close relationship with our cousin
Marilyn who remembers growing up living a
block and a half from our parents’ home and,

C H A R T E R E D A C C O U N T A NTS
Keith Thomson
Brian Turnquist
Michael Gorniak
Rodney Trayhorne
Amberly Chabot

B.Comm. CA
B.Comm. CA
B.Comm. CA
MPAcc. CA
B.Comm.

•Accounting & Auditing
•Personal & Corporate Tax Planning & Preparation
• Computer Consulting, Training & Monthly Processing
•Financial Planning & Loan Proposals
•Estate Planning •Agristability
•Business Plans •Litigation Support •Business Valuations

244-4414

Fax: 244-1545
400 - 15 23rd St. East - Saskatoon

JACK SANDBRAND B.Sc, B.Ed
Associate Broker,
306-241-0389
jack@sandbrand.com
www.sandbrand.com
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Yahrzeits
November 30
Claman, Samuel
Gross, Moisha
Lehrer, Adolf
Lertzman, Zlotta
Minovitz, Harry
Spector, Bella
Sugarman, Jack
Goodman, Sam
Miller, Frank
Sarblut, Julie
Segal, Eleanor
Hearn, Jack
Hock, Sarah
Laimon, Samuel
Levy, Louis M.
Pavey, Harold
Richman, Hyman Isadore
Beaverman, Fanny**
Bodovsky, Wolfe
Broudy, Harry
Chorsky, Abraham
Fayerman, Alexander
Katz, Joseph
Pavey, Miriam
Steiger, Dorothy
Sternberg, Anette
Solsberg, Ytzchak
Fogel, Isaac
Katz, Ann
Nulman, Ethel
Padolsky, Mayer
Polatnic, Halevi

Kislev 2
Nov 30 (2)
Nov 30 (2)
Nov 30 (2)
Nov 30 (2)
Nov 30 (2)
Nov 30 (2)
Nov 30 (2)
Dec 1 (3)
Dec 1 (3)
Dec 1 (3)
Dec 1 (3)
Dec 2 (4)
Dec 2 (4)
Dec 2 (4)
Dec 2 (4)
Dec 2 (4)
Dec 2 (4)
Dec 3 (5)
Dec 3 (5)
Dec 3 (5)
Dec 3 (5)
Dec 3 (5)
Dec 3 (5)
Dec 3 (5)
Dec 3 (5)
Dec 3 (5)
Dec 4 (6)
Dec 5 (7)
Dec 5 (7)
Dec 5 (7)
Dec 6 (8)
Dec 6 (8)

December 7
Kislev 9
Blum, Richard
Dec 7 (9)
Butler, Rebecca
Dec 7 (9)
Friedman, Samuel
Dec 7 (9)
Sharzer, Sarah
Dec 7 (9)
Dachis, Zelda
Dec 8 (10)
Friedman, Harry
Dec 8 (10)
Segal, Joseph
Dec 8 (10)
Shiffman, Anne
Dec 8 (10)
Springman, Ella
Dec 8 (10)
Flikshteyn, Mina
Dec 9 (11)
Gersher, Grisha
Dec 9 (11)
Goldenberg, Isaac Moishe Dec 9 (11)
Golumbia, Philip
Dec 9 (11)
Katz, Sally
Dec 9 (11)
Hamir, Malke
Dec 10 (12)
Waiser, Bessie
Dec 10 (12)
Avivi, Chaya
Dec 11 (13)
Flngard, Bernie
Dec 11 (13)
Shapero, Eli
Dec 11 (13)
Sklar, Annie
Dec 11 (13)
Hatklin, Beatrice
Dec 12 (14)
Soiffer, Aida
Dec 12 (14)
Davidner, Mary-Ida
Dec 13 (15)
Flikshteyn, Tanya
Dec 13 (15)
Shaffer, Nathan
Dec 13 (15)
Shore, Ben
Dec 13 (15)
Teplinsky, David
Dec 13 (15)
December 14
Kislev 16
Lubin, Morris
Dec 14 (15)
Blank, Anna T.
Dec 15 (17)
Broudy, Yehudith
Dec 15 (17)
Ehren-Lis, Rabbi Nomi Oren Dec 15 (17)
Green, Rebecca
Dec 15 (17)
Neumann, Jacob
Dec 15 (17)
Bender, Mary
Dec 16 (18)
Lifshen, Samuel
Dec 16 (18)
Blum, Alexander
Dec 17 (19)
Kahan, Fannie
Dec 19 (21)
Kolominsky, Chaim
Dec 19 (21)
Podhorcer
Dec 20 (22)
December 21
Brant, Joseph
Laimon, Pauline

Kislev 23
Dec 22 (24)
Dec 22 (24)

Miller, Eva
Korber, Reisie
Gersher, Raya
Marcus, Anita
Goffman, Gertrude
Korzen, Sara Y.
Lubin, Isaac
MacKay, David
Pollak, Yosef

Dec 22 (24)
Dec 24 (26)
Dec 25 (27)
Dec 25 (27)
Dec 27 (29)
Dec 27 (29)
Dec 27 (29)
Dec 27 (29)
Dec 27 (29)

December 28
Kislev 30
Aaron, Freda
Dec 28 (30)
Goorovitch, Michael
Dec 28 (30)
Cohen, Marjorie
Dec 29 (Tevet 1)
Gimpel, Alex
Dec 29 (1)
Levitsky, Hena Feiga (Rena) Dec 29 (1)
Aarons, Marvin
Dec 30 (2)
Caplan, Edith
Dec 30 (2)
Arlinsky, Hyman
Dec 31 (3)
Blum, Martha
Dec 31 (3)
Hillman, Susanna
Dec 31 (3)
Kovish, Tom
Dec 31 (3)
Kornfeld, Nathan
Jan 1 (4)
Vickar, Charles
Jan 1 (4)
Levson, Helen
Jan 2 (5)
Mazer, Doris
Jan 2 (5)
Edison, Leopold
Jan 3 (6)
Katzman, Israel M.
Jan 3 (6)
Katzman Labe
Jan 3 (6)
January 4
Bernstein, Velle
Ditlove, Joseph
Donen, Joseph
Gitlin, Lil
Handelman, Annie
Gamm, Ida
Singer, Arthur
Singer, Julie
Filer, Moses
Davidner, Mary
Davidner, Michael
Gelmon, Syd
Rahamimova, Brilliant
Brewster, Elizabeth
Golumbia, Arnold
Trager, Baby
Trager, Jacob

Tevet 7
Jan 4 (7)
Jan 4 (7)
Jan 4 (7)
Jan 5 (8)
Jan 5 (8)
Jan 6 (9)
Jan 6 (9)
Jan 6 (9)
Jan 7 (10)
Jan 9 (12)
Jan 9 (12)
Jan 9 (12)
Jan 9 (12)
Jan 10 (13)
Jan 10 (13)
Jan 10 (13)
Jan 10 (13)

January 11
Ames, Morris
Caplan, Joseph
Gladstone, Estelle
Dragushan, Leon
Goldstein, Anne
O'Fallon, Sadie
Shore, Anne
Brown, Jerry
Miller, Fanny
Schachter, Joe
Bricker, Gertrude
Spector, Harry
Cramer, Minnie
Gutner, Tsilav
Levin, S.B.
Flikshteyn, Essie
Sokariboa, Belema
Buckwold, Harry
Epstein, Sarah
Goldenberg, Sarah
Nisenholt, Irvin

Tevet 14
Jan 11 (14)
Jan 11 (14)
Jan 11 (14)
Jan 12 (15)
Jan 12 (15)
Jan 12 (15)
Jan 12 (15)
Jan 13 (16 )
Jan 13 (16)
Jan 13 (16)
Jan 1 (17))
Jan 14 (17)
Jan 15 (18)
Jan 15 (18)
Jan 15 (18)
Jan 16 (19)
Jan 16 (19)
Jan 17 (20)
Jan 17 (20)
Jan 17 (20)
Jan 17 (20)

January 18
Avivi, Mordechai
Cohen, Margret
Meyers, Samuel, G.
Sands, Gary
Wiss, Samuel
Cameron, Alice
Laimon, Jacob
Landa,Fanny
Shaw, Solomon

Tevet 21
Jan 18 (21)
Jan 18 (21)
Jan 18 (21)
Jan 18 (21)
Jan 18 (21)
Jan 19 (22 )
Jan 19 (22)
Jan 19 (22)
Jan 19 (22)

Pentol, Esther
Claman, Morris
Milavsky, Clara
Avol, Rev. David
Bernbaum, Faige
Goldenberg, Chaje Taube
Abelevsky, Abraham
Meyer, George
Schulman, Irving

Jan 10 (23)
Jan 21 (24)
Jan 21 (24)
Jan 22 (25)
Jan 22 (25)
Jan 22 (25)
Jan 23 (26)
Jan 24 (27)
Jan 24 (27)

January 25
Fine, Charlotte
Greenblat, Gerald
Katzman, Solomon
Trager, Bessie
Scharfstein, Bert
Abbey,Rhoda
Singer, Isador
Sugarman, Joseph
Hanna, Marion
Sklar, Michael
Burns, Edward David
Reznick, Chaim
Shear, William
Fayerman, Min
Gitlin, Reuben
lsaakov, Mizal
Tzalkovich, Shimon
Goluboff, Chaye
Rahanim, David

Tevet 28
Jan 25 (28)
Jan 25 (28)
Jan 25 (28)
Jan 25 (28)
Jan 26 (29)
Jan 27 (Shevat 1)
Jan 27 (1)
Jan 27 (1)
Jan 28 (2)
Jan 28 (2)
Jan 29 (3)
Jan 29 (3)
Jan 29 (3)
Jan 30 (4)
Jan 30 (4)
Jan 30 (4)
Jan 30 (4)
Jan 31 (5)
Jan 31 (4)

February 1
Crone, Doris
Ludwig, Sonny
Zion, Walter
Gertler, Jeffrey
Hesselson, Max
Shore, Rebecca
Tadman, Benjamin
Brand, Sadie
Neumann, Girl
Pereira, Rabbi Sammy
Scharfstein, Ethel
Switzer, Joseph
Feinstein, Charles
Friedman, Chaim
Resnick, Sondra
Waldman, Jacob
Adilman, Clara
Bender, Joseph M.
Golumbia, Annie
Gonnick, Rose

Shevat 6
Feb 1 (6)
Feb 1 (6)
Feb 2 (7)
Feb 3 (8)
Feb 3 (8)
Feb 4 (9)
Feb 4 (9)
Feb 5 (10)
Feb 5 (10)
Feb 5 (10)
Feb 5 (10)
Feb 5 (10)
Feb 6 (11)
Feb 6 (11)
Feb 6 (11)
Feb 6 (11)
Feb 7 (12)
Feb 7 (12)
Feb 7 (12)
Feb 7 (12)

February 8
Friedman, Lillian
Gurstein, Pearl
Plachte, Saralee
Shore, Louis
Spector, Louis
Katzman, Chan
Avivi, Yosef (Abe)
Resnick, Seco
Claman, David
Goluboff, Nathan
Holzberg, Harris
Raisen, Sam
Cherry, Susan
Bondar, Harry
Hearn, Sam
lsaakov, Lida
Trush, Gregory
Viner, Albert
Gootnik, Gitta

Shevat 13
Feb 8 (13)
Feb 8 (13)
Feb 8 (13)
Feb 8 (13)
Feb 8 (13)
Feb 9 (14)
Feb 10 (15)
Feb 10 (15)
Feb 11 (16)
Feb 11 (16)
Feb 11 (16)
Feb 11 (16)
Feb 12 (17)
Feb 13 (18)
Feb 13 (18)
Feb 13 (18)
Feb 13 (18)
Feb 13 (18)
Feb 14 (19)

February 15
Barenbaum, Shirley
Korber, Isidor
Siskin, Nathan
Solsberg, Albert
Adilman, William
Cameron, John
Glick, H.
Tabachnicoff, Hyman

Shevat 20
Feb 15 (20)
Feb 15 (20)
Feb 15 (20)
Feb 15 (20)
Feb 16 (21)
Feb 16 (21)
Feb 16 (21)
Feb 16 (21)
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Burtnick, Morris
Gurstein, Meyer
Katzman, Ethel
Aaron, Harry Thomas
Dunn, Joseph S.
Gonick, Joseph
Guttmann, Abraham
Laimon, Sarah
Levington, Baruch
Katz, Freda
Miller, Jack
Rabinovitch, Vera
Tzalkovich, Male
Freidin, Esther
Freidin, Sol
Kay, Jessie
Kuenstler, Bertha
Lee, Libby
Shore, Percy
Wolf, Len

Feb 17 (22)
Feb 17 (22)
Feb 17 (22)
Feb 19 (24)
Feb 19 (24)
Feb 19 (24)
Feb 19 (24)
Feb 19 (24)
Feb 19 (24)
Feb 20 (25)
Feb 20 (25)
Feb 20 (25)
Feb 20 (25)
Feb 21 (26)
Feb 21 (26)
Feb 21 (26)
Feb 21 (26)
Feb 21 (26)
Feb 21 (26)
Feb 21 (26)

February 22
Kleyman, Perl
Rabinovitch, Sam
Trager, Abraham
Sugarman, Fanny
Gonick, Matthew
Schwartz, Jack
Danenhirsch, Morris
Faibish, Benjamin
Kaplan, Harriett
Mahlerman, Herman
Nisenholt, Fanny
Altman, Sarah
Katz, Bill
Cameron, Albert
Chochinov, Gertie
Friedman, Elaine
Horlick, Ruth
Salz, Lily
Diamond, Millie
Trute, Ronald

Shevat 27
Feb 22 (27)
Feb 22 (27)
Feb 22 (27)
Feb 23 (28)
Feb 24 (29)
Feb 24 (29)
Feb 25 (30)
Feb 25 (30)
Feb 25 (30)
Feb 25 (30)
Feb 25 (30)
Feb 26 (Adar 1)
Feb 26 (1)
Feb 27 (2)
Feb 27 (2)
Feb 27 (2)
Feb 27 (2)
Feb 27 (2)
Feb 28 (3)
Feb 28 (3)

February 29
Berenbaum, Esther
Buckwold, Hazel
Chertkow, Gitman
Sarlin, Marcia
Selchen, Rose
Bressler, Boy
Gersher, Charna
Meth, Wolf
Rose, Naomi
Seitz, Shirley
Melamede, Frances
Mondrus, Raisa
Wolfe, Rose
Altschul, Annie
Krolik, Albert
Rotenberg,Fira
Unknown, Dana
Chertkow, Sadie
East, William
Golumbia, Itta
Kleyman, Motas
Shnay, Fred
Sklar, Gussie

Adar 4
Feb 29 (4)
Feb 29 (4)
Feb 29 (4)
Feb 29 (4)
Feb 29 (4)
Mar 2 (6)
Mar 2 (6)
Mar 2 (6)
Mar 2 (6)
Mar 2 (6)
Mar 3 (7)
Mar 3 (7)
Mar 3 (7)
Mar 4 (8)
Mar 4 (8)
Mar 4 (8)
Mar 4 (8)
Mar 5 (9)
Mar 5 (9)
Mar 6 (10)
Mar 6 (10)
Mar 6 (10)
Mar 6 (10)

March 7
Burt, Moses
Mitchell, Maurice
Abbey,Sydney
Raisen, Ann
Gertler, Clara
Helfgott, Harry
Kaplan, Samuel
Meth, Leah
Sarlin, Harry
Golumbia, Jacob
Gitlin, Anne
Goodman, Yetty
Weiner, A.J.

Adar 11
Mar 7 (11)
Mar 7 (11)
Mar 8 (12)
Mar 8 (12)
Mar 10 (14)
Mar 10 (14)
Mar 10 (14)
Mar 10 (14)
Mar 10 (14)
Mar 11 (15)
Mar 12 (16)
Mar 12 (16)
Mar 12 (16)

We really are under construction!
Omer Lachman (left) and Niv Goffman (right)
had a brief visit with us on Shabbat morning
services on November 30th. Both were on a western
tour on behalf of the Jewish Agency. Omer is a
Doctoral Candidate, the Harman Institute of
Contemporary Jewish History at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem. Niv is from a Kibbutz
in the Galilee, was a member of an elite unit of
the IDF, Duvdevan, has a Black Belt in Israeli
Combat and has started a business in Toronto
teaching Krav Maga, mixed martial arts, for
children, adolescents and adults. He was the MMA
champion of Israel for three years. Both are
presently living in Toronto and sharing their Israeli
experiences with members of the Jewish Diaspora.
We hope they may return for a longer visit.

Simchat Torah
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Sunday

December 2019 • Kislev / Tevet 5780

1 Kislev 3

B'nai Brith Meeting
0:00 am

15 Kislev 17
22

3 Kislev 5

Friday
Wednesday Thursday
Kislev 8
6
4 Kislev 6
5 Kislev 7

Saturday
7 Kislev 9
VAYETSE

9 Kislev 11

10 Kislev 12

11 Kislev 13

12 Kislev 14
Adult Education
7:00 pm

16 Kislev 18

17 Kislev 19

18 Kislev 20

19 Kislev 21

*Zoe Litman

13 Kislev 15
Shabbat at Home
JoAnn Jaffe and Michael Gertler
7:00 pm

20 Kislev 22

Adult Education
7:00 pm
Kislev 24

29 Tevet 1

January 2020 • Tevet / Shevat 5780

2 Kislev 4

Tuesday

Adult Education
7:00 pm

8 Kislev 10

February 2020 • Shevat / Adar 5780

Monday

23 Kislev 25

24

Kislev 26

25 Kislev 27

OFFICE CLOSED

26 Kislev 28

OFFICE CLOSED

14 Kislev 16

AYISHLAH

*Mike Scharfstein

21 Kislev 23

SHABBAT MEVAREKHIM
HAHODESHVAYESHEV
Hanukkah Party 6:30 PM
*Matthew Taras

27 Kislev 29

28 Kislev 30

SHABBAT ROSH
HODESH
*Michael Gertler

30 Tevet 2

31 Tevet 3

Friday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday Thursday
3 Tevet 6
			1 Tevet 4
2 Tevet 5
OFFICE CLOSED

Saturday

4 Tevet 7

VAYLGGASH
*Harold Shiffman

5 Tevet 8

6 Tevet 9

7 Tevet 10

8 Tevet 11

9 Tevet 12

10 Tevet 13

11 Tevet 14
AYHI
*Perry Jacobson

12 Tevet 15

13 Tevet 16

14 Tevet 17

15 Tevet 18

16 Tevet 19
Adult Education
7:00 pm

19 TTevet 22

20 Tevet 23

21 Tevet 24

22 Tevet 25

23 Tevet 26

17

Tevet 20

Shabbat at Home
Heather and Robert Englebert
7:00 pm

24 Tevet 27

Adult Education
7:00 pm

26 Tevet 29

27 Shevat 1

28 Shevat 2

29 Shevat 3

30 Shevat 4

18 Tevet 21

SHEMOT

*Lesley-Ann Crone

25 Tevet 28

SHABBAT MEVAREKHIM
HAHODESH + Va'era
*Nicky Gitlin

31 Shevat 5

Adult Education
7:00 pm

Friday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday Thursday
		
						

Saturday
1 Shevat 6
BO

*Perry Jacobson

2 Shevat 7
9 Shevat 14

3 Shevat 8
10 Shevat 15

4 Shevat 9
11 Shevat 16

5 Shevat 10
12 Shevat 17

6 Shevat 11
13 Shevat 18

7 Shevat 12

Shabbat at Home TBA
7:00 pm

14 Shevat 19

8 Shevat 13

SHABBAT SHIRAH
Beshaliah
*Zoe Litman

15 Shevat 20

YITRO

*Lesley-Ann Crone

16 Shevat 21

17 Shevat 22

18Shevat 23

19 Shevat 24

20 Shevat 25

OFFICE CLOSED

21 Shevat 26

22 Shevat 27

HABBAT SHEKALIM
Mishpatim
*Simonne Horwitz

23 Shevat 28

24 Shevat 29

25 Shevat 30

26 Adar 1

28 Adar 3

29 Adar 4

TERUMAH

*Joel Bernbaum

This page is sponsored by B’nai Brith Lodge #739
* Bema Roster

27 Adar 2

