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2019 B'nai Brith Gerry Rose Memorial and
Volunteer Award Dinner – A Response
by Lesley-Anne Crone
Thank you Gladys, Toby, B’nai Brith
Saskatoon Chapter and all of you for sharing
this evening in memory of Gerry Rose and in
support of Volunteerism in our community.
Now, many of you might be hoping for a reprise of the recent presentation of the Sterling
Award for Volunteer Community work at the
Silver Spoon Dinner in May. For those of you
who missed the event, the audience hunkered
down with drinks in hand once the winner was
announced, awaiting her acceptance remarks.
She stepped gracefully up to the microphone,

BB President David Katzman,
Lesley-Anne and Gladys

and began… “Thank You”, she
said…and promptly left the stage.
What a great idea, I thought,
thinking of this dinner! However,
you may wish to warm up that
cup of coffee or tea, pour another
glass of wine, as I do have a few
comments.
Alan and I returned to Saskatoon
38 years ago with toddler Leah, to
work at University Hospital and the
U of S, in our respective medical

continued on page 16

B’nai Brith 65th
Silver Plate Dinner

Tuesday, November 5th, 2019
TCU • Cocktails 5:30 pm • Dinner 6:30 pm • $250 / ticket

• Dinner Chairman: David Katzman
• Ticket Chairman: Arnie Shaw
• The We’re Proud of You
Award: Randy Katzman
• Silent and Live Auction: Ron Gitlin

This page is sponsored by Gladys Rose of Toronto

Deadline for the next Bulletin is November 15, 2019

• Audiovisual: Bryce Sasko
• We’re Proud of You Award
Display: Steven Simpson
• The Masters Of Ceremonies:
David and Daniel Katzman

by Rabbi Mendel Super

Roving Rabbis Hit The Road

Rabbi Eli Citron, Rabbi Mendel Super
It was a chilly night as we disembarked lived there. We knocked on
the plane at John G. Diefenbaker Airport, the the door. No answer. A little
winds sweeping through the endless plains. dejected, we began to walk
This was my third time in Saskatchewan, back to our car when we
having previously been assigned by Chabad saw someone approach the
Headquarters to visit our local affiliates building. Taking a chance,
in Regina and Saskatoon for the holiday we asked him if he perhaps
of Shavuot. But this time was different, I knew Harry, the man whom
wouldn’t just be spending a few days in the we were seeking. "I am
major cities with the Chabad rabbis, their Harry," he replied with a
families, and their communities. I was here surprised look on his face.
for a vastly different purpose: to meet Jews Harry, it turned out, had
scattered throughout the province, in cities, been born nearby to a Jewish
towns, and villages with no existing Jewish farming family, with strong
infrastructure, and help them keep their Jewish ties to Edenbridge. After
flame burning.
the rest of the Jewish population had moved entirety of the sanctuary, with the women's
My colleague Rabbi Eli and I had been to the larger cities, and his father had passed gallery overlooking the bima in the centre.
selected to be a part of Chabad’s Roving on, Harry had little opportunity to meet other Many a farmer would have come to this
Rabbis program, which sees newly ordained Jews and to practice his faith. He gladly took small shul to pour his heart out to his creator,
rabbis visit remote Jewish communities in the opportunity to lay tefillin. Memories of saying the words of the Amida prayer asking
over 100 countries every summer. The purpose his Bar Mitzvah all those years ago, in a shul G-d to bless the year’s produce and send rain
upon the land,
is twofold: to enhance our own training as that is no more,
with heartfelt
rabbis and to help foster Judaism in the more began to come
devotion.
remote parts of the globe. The program was back, bringing
Edenbridge
initiated in 1943, with humble beginnings in a smile to his
was established
New York State. By the next few years it had face and tears
at the turn of
spread across the US and Canada, and then to his eyes.
the century
across the globe by the 1950s. In 1990 Chabad
Almost fifty
by a group of
began to dispatch young rabbinical students -- k i l o m e t e r s
Lithuanian
whom I'm sure many of you would have met north east of
Jews who,
-- to visit Saskatchewan every summer. The M e l f o r t l i e s
seeking a
program was discontinued once there was a E d e n b r i d g e ,
better life had
permanent Chabad presence established in the with its shul
immigrated to
province’s major cities. Rabbi Raphael Kats and cemetery
South Africa.
now invited us to bring this program
After seeing an
back to rural Saskatchewan.
Edenbridge Synagogue.
advertisement
I had previously served in the
for land in Canada for extraordinarily low
Democratic Republic of Congo,
prices, they arrived in the vast untamed
Kenya, Cambodia, St. Lucia, and
wilderness, of which they were now the
throughout Australia and the US.
proud owners. They were soon joined by
But the Prairies intrigued me.
contingents from London and the US,
With their vastness and fascinating
and worked hard to tame the backwoods.
Jewish history, it promised to be an
When the time came to establish a
altogether new experience.
post office, the town needed a name.
Now, I invite you to join Rabbi
The settlers suggested "Jew Town" and
Eli and I as we relive our tour of
“Israel Villa,” which were rejected by the
rural Saskatchewan, from Estevan
officials as unsuitable. They then decided
to Prince Albert, meet the Jews who
live there, and listen to the stories they tell.
the only remnant of a once proud Jewish on Edenbridge. To the officials it sounded like
It was an unseasonably hot day as we set agricultural settlement. When Edenbridge "Paradise Bridge," but to the Jews it would be
out toward Melfort, a short hour and forty-five was founded, it would have been an arduous "Yidden Bridge" or Jew Bridge.
Life wasn't easy in the bush and many early
minutes out of Saskatoon. Melfort once had journey from Melfort, and an impossible trek
a shul, used by Jews throughout the region, for those poorer settlers who didn't own their pioneers perished from disease and starvation.
and, after the closing of the Edenbridge own oxen or horses. But now, over a century Behind the shul in a clearing in the dense
synagogue, by the remaining farmers of the later, we found the historic site with little bush, lie the founders and pioneers of the
colony. But today, almost three decades after difficulty. Appearing out of nowhere on the colony, many of whom gave their very lives
its closure, we wondered whether any Jews side of a dirt road was the shul, today the oldest for their dream of self determination. Walking
were left. We had an address of one older standing synagogue in all of Saskatchewan. between the graves we noticed how many of
gentleman, but had no idea whether he still Inside, beautiful wood paneling covered the
continued on page 20
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Editorial
by Steven Goluboff
We are beginning
what may be the most
important year in the
history of our Congregation. For the first
time in over 100 years,
we actually do not have a home and our own
synagogue to pray in. From the earliest creation of Agudas Israel in an orthodox synagogue on the city’s west side to the building
and creation of a conservative synagogue in
1958, we are beginning an era of physical,
spiritual and leadership renewal. It has been
a long and difficult journey as we created the
Legacy Project to ensure a new and revitalized synagogue building with a shrinking but
enthusiastic and active group of new families
and long term members and leaders. Great
effort was exhibited by many as we had to
modify and adjust to the demands of such a
costly construction project. We can be proud
that we raised close to three million dollars to
make this project a success. However, the work
is not done. The building is empty, renovations
will begin soon and we will manage to continue our religious services in a very suitable
and welcoming non – denominational chapel
at Preston Park. While only able to accommodate 40 – 50 congregants, our High Holy
Day services will take place at the Saskatoon
German Cultural Centre which has graciously
offered us their facility. Our fundraising for the
Legacy Project must continue so as to ensure
that we do not leave a debt for those who will
benefit from the this project in the decades to
come. Rabbi Claudio writes eloquently in this
Bulletin about the need to engage the millennials, that new generation that may be eager
and willing to assume the challenges which
we will face in the future. After four years of
dedicated leadership, Harold Shiffman will be
passing the Presidential gavel over to Kevin
Sharfe, who has enthusiastically accepted the
task of leading our community through this
exciting time. But for him to be successful, he
will require the support of a Board that will
work hard and be creative in looking for new
ways for us to become a successful synagogue.
Kevin has the good fortune of a sister Heather,
and parents, Elaine and Sherwood who have
all been Presidents of our congregation, and
I am sure will provide good counsel. One
of the most important areas of need is that
of outreach. The new Board must develop a

FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY
The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel

Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home committed to deepening
the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in the historical traditions of
the Jewish people. We are a progressive, democratic and sensitive congregation responding to the widest
spectrum of Jewish thought and practice.
Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

MAZEL TOV AND CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Dave and Cara Abbey on the celebration of their 50th wedding anniversary.
Les and Heather Fenyes and Sherry and Elaine Sharfe on the engagement
of their son and grandson, Noah Fenyes to Deandra Budd of Toronto.
Sherry and Elaine Sharfe whose grandson Daniel Bielak, son of Pamela
and Yakov Bielak who will be travelling to South Africa as a semifinalist in the Charter Quest CFO Global Study Competition.
Elaine and Sherry Sharfe on the birth of their 5th great grandchild, a son
to Etti and Dody Boymel, grandson to Paula and Yehoshua Sharfe.
Heather and Robert Englebert on the celebration
of their Jewish Wedding on July 14th 2019.
Linda Shaw and Robin Sasko who were the recipients of the
BMO Celebrating Women 2019 Community
and Charitable Giving category for their
work with the Silver Spoon dinner.
Family and friends of the late
David Kaplan. The University of
Saskatchewan is unveiling a bust of
David at a special concert at Quance
Theatre in the Education Building on Friday September 13th at 7:30 pm.
Franci and Gord Holtslander, former members of CAI, whose daughter,
Abby will be continuing her studies at the U of S College of Law.
Harold Shiffman who has completed his MBA program.
Condolences To:
Susan Minovitch, her children grandchildren, great grandchildren and
great great grandchildren on the death of a husband, father and grandfather on
August 25th, 2019. An obituary will follow in a future edition of The Bulletin
UNVEILINGS:
Unveilings for June Avivi and Mirka Pollak will occur at the CAI Cemetery
on Sunday, September 8th at 11am and 11:30 am respectfully.
more effective membership committee with
clearly defined parameters and tools to seek
and attract new members. Given that our dues
only make up less than 40% of our expenses,
and that our major fundraising projects, the
B’nai Brith Silver Plate Dinner and the Silver
Spoon Dinner are always dependent on the
hard work of too few volunteers, makes the
task of maintaining these projects and finding

new ones even more important. Rabbi Claudio
talks about mentoring the Millennials and I
know he is on the right path. After 30 years
of being Editor of The Bulletin I can actually
see the transition about to happen over the
next year. Maybe Editor-in-Chief in waiting,
Matthew Taras will give me a column. I wish
all of you a healthy and happy Shana Tova,
Happy New Year.
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From the President – Our Northern Lights

Kevin Sharfe, President Elect, CAI

There’s an optimism doing it. Thankfully, the makeup of our fabric
about summer in Sas- is cut from Saskatchewan stock and together
katchewan. As a com- our quilt becomes organic and colourful.
munity of farmers,
We are a Jewish community. We are Coneducators, business gregation Agudas Israel, blanketed under the
folk and the like we spirit of the “Land of Living Skies” for 100
sit back for six months with tempered hope- years and in our current building for over 60.
fulness, ready to pounce at the first sight In this home we have celebrated life moments,
of green grass or temperatures that near +5 C.
We are a Jewish community. We are
People of Saskatoon celebrate this united mindset Congregation Agudas Israel, blanketed under
by flocking to patios and
sharing a locally crafted the spirit of the “Land of Living Skies” for 100
brew, or by spending time
years and in our current building for over 60.
with family and friends
over a barbeque in the
Meewasin valley. It’s quite magical, but it’s religious holidays and traditions that date back
not a mystery. It’s who we are.
thousands of years. It’s who we are. And like
We are a community. We are a people that all great Jewish communities before us we
remain firmly tied to its history while look- recently looked into our past for future direcing forward, and we stay bonded through the tion. Our dedicated team of board of directors
inevitable mid-summer hailstorm. I think it’s recently determined that our physical synathe fabric of who we are that keeps us together. gogue no longer met the needs of our vibrant
We plan like minded activities and have fun community. Thanks to the generosity of our

members, past-member and non-members our
community raised enough money to enhance
and modernize our building.
Facility renovations are often met with opportunities but also unforeseen hiccups. Not
unlike weathering a mid-summer hailstorm,
I am confident in our communities’ ability to
keep celebrating, because we care about each
other. The concept of sharing experiences and
making memories is woven throughout our
multi-coloured organic fabric.
Thank you to the great leadership of our
soon-to-be past president Harold Shiffman.
He is stepping down after four years and our
community has been supported honourably
because of his dedication, and because of
the commitment of his family. Our valued
board of directors and committee chairs too
have served our members throughout the
year and continue to do so with selfless duty.
Thank you.
We are Congregation Agudas Israel and I
am so proud to serve you and our community
as president elect.

Divrei Harav – Rabbi Claudio’s Message
Enough With The Complaints: Millennials,
Leadership And Our Synagogue

By Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky
Many words have
been used to describe
the Millennial generation: They are narcissistic, entitled, uninvolved, uncommitted, self-centered and
unmotivated. Normally the term is applied
to those who are between 20-40 years old,
although several definitions coexist. They
have been unfairly – to my opinion – deemed
as the “worst generation” and those who are
“jeopardizing our future”. My generation (I
am a Gen X) and the Baby Boomers keep
complaining about these kids who just want
to earn money to travel and, in many cases,
still live in their parents’ homes.
In the Jewish world, the kvetching (complaining) is not different. We keep criticizing
them for not becoming members of Synagogues and we simplify the matter saying that
they just “don’t want to pay”. We whine about
them being selfish, because – we believe - they
don’t want to volunteer or be members of

Synagogue committees and Boards. We blame
them for not supporting the Jewish community
when they don’t attend Synagogue activities.
I wonder when the complaining will stop
and we will rather start looking at ourselves
in the mirror? When will we begin to see our
responsibilities towards the future instead of
criticizing a generation which is actually full
of energy and potential?
I have been doing some research lately about
the characteristics of our youth, especially in
the context of non-profit organizations, to try
to understand how the next leadership of our
Synagogue and Jewish institutions will be in
a few years. Millennials are now 50% of the
work force in the US and it is expected they
will be 75% in 2025. Are we preparing ourselves for this change? Is the current leadership understanding - instead of blaming – this
young generation in order to prepare for the
transition? The answer will determine what
our congregations will be in the next 10 years.

Here are some conclusions of my learning that
I would like to share with you:
Millennials are not lazy or unmotivated;
they are just different than their parents. They
need mentors, not bosses. If you are currently
a leader and you worry about future leadership, it’s essential you try to change the way
you relate to them. Don’t tell them what they
have to do. Don’t expect them to do the same
you have done in the past, in the same way,
with the same resources and with similar results. If you are going to be “bossy” with them,
you will discourage them right away and they
will be leaving committees and boards in just a
few months. Have you heard of young people
who were convinced to be on a board but they
rarely attend meetings or they resigned after
a year? I do. Have you asked them why? I
encourage you to do so.
Millennials are waiting for you to offer them
trust and empowerment, not fear or control.
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continued on page 14

Are Jews A Visible Minority?

by Matthew Taras, Associate Editor
When my wife recently went through a
round of applications
for job postings I advised her, as someone
who works in HR, to
self-identify as a visible minority (a Jew). No, she said, this is
not what it means to be a visible minority in
Canada. I started to think, maybe it should
be. Is this one of the ways in which the modern values of
social justice
have failed
the Jewish
people?
In today’s
equity and
diversity obsessed workplace the
values of social justice are of paramount
importance. Our diversity metrics are constantly poked and prodded and massaged and
analyzed to tell a story of how diverse we are.

Are Jews a visible minority? “No” you might
say, we can hide in plain sight.
It’s easy to see how such diversity is only
skin deep. Colour is not the only metric that
might lead to persecutory practices. In Canada
Jews are not a visible minority, so the argument goes, because we are fair skinned and
able to hide our identity.
Think about that for a moment. Hide our
identities. Hide. That’s the argument used
to deny the historical prejudice that we have
faced now in
2019.
So let’s be
honest with
ourselves.
If we don’t
want to hide
our identities than we
are a visible
prosecutable minority. I didn’t think this way
when my Judaism was less important to my
identity, when I wasn’t a regularly practicing
Jew. But a Jew cannot practice their religion

In today’s equity and diversity
obsessed workplace the values of
social justice are of paramount
importance.

and remain invisible. The degree of engagement with our culture defines the degree of
visibility, defines the potential for persecution.
I can hide who I am and be part of the majority, that is undisputedly true, and maybe a
unique form of privilege that only Jews enjoy.
You know what I cannot do though? Practice
my religion and remain hidden, dress in the
prescribed cultural garb of my people and remain hidden, bless my house with a mezuzah
and remain hidden. I am not saying that this
makes us particularly aggrieved either, just
a visible minority for the purposes of statistics. Of course an indigenous person can’t
wear their traditional garb and not stand out
either, but when they take it off they are still
a minority. We aren’t skull caps and dietary
restrictions, we are a people, even if we take
off the kippah.
My coworker remarked that I have an awful
lot of “vacation” time booked off in October.
In that moment I had two options, hide my
identity, or disclose my minority status and
continued on page 15

20th Annual B’nai Brith Gerry Rose
Volunteer Award Dinner — Sunday June 23, 2019
by Gladys Rose

My dear friends,
Rabbi Claudio, Congregation members
and visitors:
It always gives me
a jolt of pleasure to be here with all of you.
When my friends in Toronto ask me if I am
still traveling, I say “No -- going to Saskatoon
is still, after 13 years, like going home”.
Some of you have been here for all of these
events. Incredibly, this marks the 20th Annual
B’nai Brith Volunteer Award Dinner, so I’ve
been “coming home” and doing this for a long
time. My daughter Toby is with me this year.
I’ll quickly review the history of this even
for those who haven’t heard it before:
My husband, Gerry Rose was born raised,
educated and married here in Saskatoon.
This was where we raised our family of four
children. I have outlived two wonderful
daughters, Kathy and Naomi. Some of you
will remember them, I hope, as well as Toby
and David.

In 1940, Gerry graduated in chemistry from
the University of Saskatchewan, and then
eagerly joined the Canadian Army, serving as
a Lieutenant in the Signal Corps. When the
war ended, he became part of the family drycleaning business, still going strong as Arthur
Rose Cleaners, although no longer ours.
Gerry always made time to volunteer. He
was president of B’nai Brith Lodge #739 in
1954-55, and received a “We Are Proud of
You” Award in 1987. He never sought recognition, but was understandably proud to be a
member of the Order of Canada, our country’s
highest civilian award. He learned of it in
1998, just weeks before he died.
But we are here tonight to recognize and
honour Dr. Lesley-Anne Crone for her outstanding volunteer work for this community.
Lesley-Ann was born in Biggar, Saskatchewan, and has two brothers and a sister. She
graduated from U of S, first in Biology, and
then in Medicine in 1974. Her specialty training in Anesthesiology was done in Toronto,

Manitoba, Ann Arbour and finally Vancouver.
She married her med school classmate Alan
Rosenberg. Quoting the Saskatoon history
book “L’Dor V’Dor”, “while the two studied
anatomy together – Alan, no doubt succumbed
to the romanticism of the moment”. After their
training, Lesley-Anne and Alan returned to
Saskatoon with their daughter Leah. A year
later, their son Matthew was born. Leah is now
an artist, and Matthew is an architect.
Lesley-Anne’s focus of practice was Obstetrical Anesthesia. In 1989-90, she and Alan
were both awarded scholarships to allow them
to pursue research in San Diego. Lesley-Anne
was a highly respected clinician. Her technical
skills, teaching excellence and compassionate care for thousands of mothers and babies
marked her career. She retired in 2007.
She was also kind to many others. When
my husband got sick with shingles, he was
in a great deal of pain. Lesley-Anne called
to see how he was doing. I said he was in
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Impact of Immigrant
Faculty in Our Early Years
B. David Stollar, U of Sask. M’59
Prof. Emeritus (Biochemistry), Tufts University School of Medicine, Boston, MA
Presentation at Highlights in Medicine, University of Saskatchewan, June 21, 2019

Forty-one of us entered the College of
Medicine in 1955, the same year that the
University Hospital was opened. We were the
third class to graduate from the full four-year
medical curriculum. It is natural for us to
look back at our medical school years - early
years of the College – and one of the features
that struck me in doing so was the impact of
faculty members who were immigrants to
Canada.
The first group of immigrants who came to
teach at our school were voluntary migrants,
invited and welcomed enthusiastically by
Canada, from The United Kingdom, Ireland,
and New Zealand - primarily responding to
the challenges and opportunities involved in
establishing a new medical school.
Three of them, in fact, had a major impact
as founding faculty members, in anatomy,
physiology and bacteriology, when the School
of Medical Sciences was established in 1926
with only a two-year pre-clinical curriculum.
And in 1930, another came to be the second
head and only member of the Department of
Physiology until he retired in 1946.
Our class did not know most of the founders
of the two-year College of Medical Sciences,
but we did know Medical College faculty
members who came from England, Scotland
and New Zealand a little later and who immediately or eventually chaired the Cancer
Center, and the Departments of Pediatrics,
Surgery, Anesthesiology, Bacteriology and
Pathology.
Notably, the University President of our era,
John Spinks, was a chemist who came to the
Saskatchewan faculty from England, (Kings
College London) in 1930.
But there were others who were not voluntary immigrants. They had to leave their home
countries, as refugees, to be rescued from the
loss of careers and the danger to their very
lives that faced them in Europe following the
Nazi takeover in Germany in 1933.
Canada has been welcoming to refugees in
recent years, but it was not always so open.
Between 1931 and 1947 Canada’s Immigration policy was highly restrictive. In the
1930’s and 1940’s refugees – and particularly
Jewish refugees – were not welcome by government; nor were they welcomed by most
academic faculties in the country. Still, some

came to Saskatchewan. Each has an interest- Herzbergs were able to come here, stay and
ing story.
become Canadian citizens. They remained in
Immediately after the Nazi takeover of the Saskatoon for 10 years, until he was recruited
German government early in 1933, commit- to the University of Chicago’s Yerkes Astrotees were formed in England, France and the nomical Laboratory. After three years in the
United States to find positions for refugee U. S., he returned to Canada, to the National
scholars who were ejected from their positions Research Council in Ottawa, where he estabbecause they were ‘non-Aryan’ or ‘politically lished a spectroscopy laboratory of internaunreliable.’ As part of that rescue process, in tional significance. In 1971 he was awarded
1934, the Carnegie Corporation
the Nobel Prize in
of New York offered grants to
Chemistry for his
support up to 36 positions in Cacontributions to unnadian or other British Dominion
derstanding atomic
Universities. From all of Canada,
and molecular struchowever, only seven appointments
ture. He remained
were made available. One of them
forever grateful to
was filled at the University of
the University of
Saskatchewan. That happened
Saskatchewan.
because chemist John Spinks had
Herzberg was not
gone from Saskatchewan to Darmon the medical facstadt, Germany, in 1933, to work
ulty, but perhaps he
Carol and David Stollar taught pre-medical
in the laboratory of Gerhard Herzberg, a young physicist pioneering
students. He was a
the field of atomic and molecular
teacher of Dr Henry
spectroscopy.
Taube, a native of Neudorf, Saskatchewan,
Herzberg was not Jewish, but his wife was, who earned his Bachelor (1935) and Masters
so he lost his university position in Darmstadt, of Science (1937) degrees at the U. of S. on
and by 1935 it was clear that he and his wife his path to Stanford University and a Nobel
Luise (Oettinger), also a physicist, were not Prize in Chemistry in 1983.
able to remain in Germany. Herzberg wrote to
Herzberg became a good friend of Dr.
Spinks, hoping for help in getting a position Rudolf Altschul, a teacher we did know well.
at the University of Toronto; but Toronto did Being Jewish, Altschul was forced out of his
not offer him one. On Spinks’ recommenda- faculty position at the German University of
tion, then-President Walter Murray invited Prague, in his native Czechoslovakia, soon
Herzberg to Saskatchewan’s Department of after the late 1938 Nazi takeover. He and his
Physics. Murray argued on Herzberg’s behalf wife, Anni, fled their homeland separately in
before the immigration authorities, and the 1939 but both made it to England. He wrote
continued on page 18
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U CAN CONTRIBUTE
Visit to Saskatoon
and Why I Support
the Legacy Project

Project – Capital Fund Raising Campaign will be eligible for a charitable donation receipt from Congregation Agudas
registered as a charity with the Canada Revenue Agency. Our registration number is 106967169 RR0001

ion of $10,000 from a Saskatchewan resident will be treated for tax purposes:

by Dr. Edward Kaplan

017 and you are a Saskatchewan resident;
x credit rate is 15% on the first $200 and 29% on the balance of the donation.
The Canadian
therefore $2,872;
table tax credit rate is 11% on the first $200 and
15% on the balance
of the
Operational
Research
charitable tax credit is therefore $1,492.

in Israel while visiting Technion and Hebrew
University); pursuing research in homeland
Society (CORS) held their annual conference security and counterterrorism probably
Saskatoon
27-29.
Having
grown
up the donation
wouldin the
notevent
have
occurred;
ditto for active
actually onlyin$5,636.
This benefitMay
is available
for each
and every year
you make
your donation
is
there, CORS extended an invitation to speak membership in a local Connecticut shul.
their
I gladly
accepted.
visiting Saskatoon, I visited our
for gifts of at
publicly
listedmeeting,
securities. We which
would be pleased
to discuss
this option with youWhile
at any time.
The conference itself was terrific (see https:// community cemetery to honor my late parents,
ON OR www.cors2019.ca/
PLEDGE
if interested), but returning marveled at how serene and beautiful that
to
Saskatoon
was
an
event in itself. This was place is, and was moved by the memory of
ect Capital Fund Raising Campaign please call, send a cheque or fill out the ‘Pledge Form’ insert included in this
my first time back without any family left to so many people who now rest there. I also
visit, but thinking of them and the Saskatoon re-connected with Randy and David Katzman
Jewish Community filled me with gratitude. who remain as charming, witty and handsome
The Saskatoon Jewish environment – as ever, and Steve Goluboff, one of the “big
inlaw.com
family, synagogue, Hebrew school, youth kids” when I was growing up but who I came
groups – is directly responsible for my to know as an adult in my father’s last years.
egacy Project
strong Jewish identity. There was always In conversation with them, it again hit me how
it or Visa by going to the Congregation Agudas Israel Website at www.agudasisrael.org and clicking on ‘Legacy Project’
something special about being Jewish in important the Jewish Community has been
Saskatoon, though as a kid I had no idea and continues to be for all of us.
how consequential this upbringing would
Which points to why I support the CAI
be later in life. Start with Hebrew school, Legacy Project. The Saskatoon Jewish
junior congregation, and the basic bonding Community gave me so much, even though I
with Jewish kids. Introduction to Hebrew did not recognize it fully at the time. Much
reading helped me much later in life figure is made of the concept of “paying it forward”
out how to understand and converse in – of repaying good deeds to others instead of
Hebrew, providing a huge head start over the original benefactors. Most of those who
other Hebrew language learners. Add in our paved the Saskatoon Jewish way for us are
history lessons covering the accomplishments gone now, but we can keep their – and our
and tragedies of the Jewish people, including – hopes and dreams alive by investing in the
first-hand connection to the Holocaust, future of Jewish life in Saskatoon.
which later provided crucial background for
It was a short visit, but it packed an
understanding the importance of Israel as a emotional punch. To all members of the
Jewish state.
extended Saskatoon Jewish community,
participateWithout
in thisthis
lifeupbringing,
changing aLegacy
Project
if you have– to
any
career that
led - b’hatzlacha
your success and all the best.
ons or to
comments
contact
at
long-term please
involvement
withGrant
Israel Scharfstein
would
stein@scharfsteinlaw.com
or note
by calling
306-653-2838.
have been unlikely (this
being written

The Legacy Fund

How high
can we go!
September

85%

The time is now, the
need is great. As our
grandparents and
parents did for us, so
too shall we do for
the next generations
L’dor V’dor

Thank you for your consideration.

we design and print...

SASKATOON'S
ARTS & CONVENTION
CENTRE

#35 22nd Street E. Saskatoon, SK
Tickets: www.tcutickets.ca

Website: www.tcuplace.com

(306) 975-7777

Brochures
Newsletters
Flyers
Posters
Presentation Folders
Laser Cheques
Stationery
Annual reports
Business Forms
Carbonless Forms

Scharfstein I Gibbings I
Walen I Fisher LLP
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

Textbooks
Family History Books
... to your specifications and satisfaction

Tel. 306.955.3373 • Fax. 306.955.5739
217 Jessop Avenue • Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7N 1Y3

This Page is Sponsored by the United Israel Appeal of Canada
7

Grant J. Scharfstein, Q.C.
P 306-653-2838 • F 306-652-47 47
E gscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com
200 Princeton Tower • 123 -2nd Ave. S
Saskatoon, SK S7K 7E6
www.scharfstelnlaw.com

THE

FA

An Update from
B’nai Brith Canada

June - August 2019
by Brian Herman, B’nai Brith Director of Government Relations
A cross-section of
recent issues of interest, with links for
those receiving this update electronically. All
our news, and the documents referred to, can
be found at the B’nai Brith Canada website.
If you want to receive news and updates
via e-mail, or if you have any questions or
comments, just send a note to Brian Herman,
Director of Government Relations, at bherman@bnaibrith.ca
2019 Federal Elections
In 2019, election day October 21st coincides
with the holy day of Shemini Atzeret. B’nai
Brith Canada argued in Federal Court for a
change of date; the Chief Electoral Officer
decided to proceed. We have been working
closely with Elections Canada to maximize
opportunities for Jewish Canadians to vote.
Everyone should consult the Guide to the
Federal Election (for Hebrew and Yiddish,
go to the ‘Other Languages’ button). Watch
for more news from B’nai Brith Canada in a
special bulletin to come, and when we publish
our Election Issues Guide in September.
Statistics Canada: Jews Remain the Most
Targeted for Hate Crimes
In July, data released by Statistics Canada
showed that Canadian Jews were the most
targeted group for hate crimes in 2018. AntiJewish hate crimes amounted to 19% of the
national total, even though Jews account for
only about 1% of the Canadian population. In
2017, anti-Jewish hate crimes had constituted
17% of the national total. You can read the
StatsCan report and see how it is consistent
with B’nai Brith’s 2018 Audit of Antisemitic
Incidents released in April.
Opposition to Quebec’s Bill 21 banning
Religious Symbols
B’nai Brith Canada has called for the Prime
Minister and Minister of Justice to speak out
forcefully against Quebec’s Bill 21. B’nai
Brith Canada has been publicly opposed to
Bill 21 from the outset, and has made submissions to the National Assembly against the

law. If the application against Bill 21 proceeds
to a full judicial review on its merits, B’nai
Brith Canada will consider intervening in
the litigation. For those interested, the background and our open letter to the Minister of
Justice elaborate our concerns.
Canada Adopts the IHRA Definition of
Antisemitism
B’nai Brith Canada has welcomed the Canadian Government’s adoption of the IHRA
(International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance) working definition of antisemitism, as
part of the new anti-racism strategy. We will
be looking for concrete actions, however, to
give its implementation substance and meaning, and have written Ministers on this. The
adoption of the IHRA working definition is
a step in the right direction and something
that has long been advocated by B’nai Brith as
necessary in identifying and, ultimately, combating antisemitism.
International Meeting of Ministers on
Religious Freedom
The 2nd international religious freedom ministerial meeting took place in July. B’nai Brith
Canada penned an open letter to Foreign
Affairs Minister Chrystia Freeland asking
Canada to restate its opposition at the meeting to antisemitism while also promoting and
protecting religious freedom. Many of these
are featured in B’nai Brith’s recent paper on
antisemitism submitted to Dr. Ahmed Shaheed, the United Nations Special Rapporteur
on Freedom of Religion or Belief and in our
Eight-Point Plan to Tackle Antisemitism.
Cleaning Up the Mess at UNRWA
B’nai Brith Canada is demanding that the
Government of Canada immediately suspend
any financial support for UNRWA, after yet
another setback hit the scandal-prone United
Nations body. A leaked internal ethics report
revealed that the United Nations Reliefs and
Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees has
been beset by managerial abuses and ethical
lapses. B’nai Brith has repeatedly warned
that Canadian funding faces the possibility

of misuse, expressing particular concern over
the hateful education materials in UNRWA
schools.
Edmonton Imam Ousted from Community Centre after B’nai Brith Complaint
An Edmonton imam has been prevented from
leading prayers at a local community centre
after B’nai Brith drew attention to his hateful
rhetoric from the pulpit and online.
Sheikh Shaban Sherif Mady told congregants
in March that “international Zionism” was
behind ISIS, the recent terrorist attack on two
mosques in New Zealand, and “all terrorism.”
He followed this up with another sermon of
concern in June. The Hate Crimes Unit of the
Edmonton Police Service is investigating.
Keeping the Pressure on Iran
In an op-ed published in the National Post,
B’nai Brith Canada and leaders of the IranianCanadian community jointly called once again
on the Government of Canada to immediately
list the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) as a terrorist group.  
“It is of grave concern to both the grassroots
Jewish and Iranian communities in Canada
that only one segment of an infamous statesponsored terrorist army is recognized as a
terrorist group,” said the editorial, co-written
by Michael Mostyn, B’nai Brith Canada CEO,
and Avideh Motmaen-Far, President of the
Council of Iranian Canadians.  
B’nai Brith Canada Writing Contest Inspires Young Human Rights Advocates
B’nai Brith Canada held its first award
ceremony in June, in Winnipeg, honouring
high school students for creative writing on
tolerance and diversity. Diverse Minds, as the
competition is called, is only just beginning.
The pilot project was in Manitoba, as The
Winnipeg Free Press reported, but next year
it’s going to be in four cities in Canada. The
winning entry from this initial competition has
been published by B’nai Brith and is available
for those interested. You can ask Brian Herman for a copy (quantities are not unlimited!).
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by Lorna Bernbaum
I will never be 69
again. Born in 1950
I consider myself
the end of the baby
boomers who were
the lucky little ones
born at that time and
also lucky to be born in Saskatoon. I was
the youngest of three children and got away
with murder.
Our sisters and brothers for the most part
went away to university, traveled, worked and
many met spouses in other parts of the world.
Some lived the Zionist dream, or part of it,
and spread their wings to contribute to many
Jewish communities world wide.
Me? I chose undergrad studies at the U of
S (B.S.H.Ec.) and then took a one way ticket
to Israel. I stayed there for fifteen months. My
parents saw me off at the airport and worried
about me and my little knapsack with the
Canadian flag on it. I traveled through Europe,
cycled and hitch hiked while enjoying some
of the most beautiful youth hostels. Europe
on $5 per diem. That was then.
Times were VERY different then. NO one
had a nose in an iPad screen or walked their
dog with an iPhone in one hand. We stopped
to smell the roses. Well, I still do that. Life is
very short. I look back with great memories
of my life in Saskatoon growing up. I think
back to my own family. It is wonderful to look

I Will Never Be 69 Again
at the roots of my Bernbaum family and how
we got there to Saskatoon.
Sam, Frank, Mel, Joel and now Judah
Bernbaum, just to name the males mean to me
that there are five generations of Bernbaums
that have contributed and will contribute to the
Jewish community there. In a world where
Jews were kicked out and made to move on,
that is something to me.
When I read in the most recent Bulletin the
history of Rabbi Claudio and how his family
got from Europe to South America it made
me again realize that we, as Jewish people,
move around. And we can always take our
prayers, the songs that we learned in our
Hebrew schools and other lessons to make our
community rock with us. No one can EVER
take that away from us. Some have tried, but
they usually fail.
Interestingly enough, because my father
attended the University of Minnesota, he met
and married and brought my mother Frances
back to Saskatoon. That same story applied to
Dr. Arthur Singer and Dr. Nathan Goluboff.
And the transition for all three of their wives
was different, but each of them adapted and
Saskatoon became home for them. While
the other two women came from New York
City, Frances Dorothy Bender, my dear
mother, was the eldest of five growing up in
Eureka, South Dakota. They were the only
Jewish family there. My cousin Rebecca

Bender has recently written a book about our
American family history. It really is special.
Our history. It is called Still and published by
North Dakota State University Press.
My story is just one of several in Saskatoon
of the Jewish people in my age group. Many
of us children that were in Young Judea,
B’nai Brith and Hebrew School during the
50's and 60's are now retired and enjoying
the fruits of our labour. Me? I eventually got
my M.Ed. from Georgia State, was involved
in education, learned to play the flute, dance
a lot, and most recently became a Zumba
instructor. I live in Ottawa right now where
I contribute to my immediate neighbourhood
community and the Jewish community.
For sure you have played “Jewish
Geography” with anyone in any city in
Canada. We are small in numbers. Less
than 500,000. But six degrees of separation
is present and you can always find someone
who went to some summer camp or went to
McGill, UBC or U of T at the same time you,
your sister or brother attended.
May your Jewish holidays be wonderful
this year, as always.
May we continue to count our blessings.
May the new improvements to the building
make the Saskatoon Jewish community
stronger.

CIJA’s Election Guide Highlights
Community’s Priorities

by Steve McDonald, Assistant Director of Communications - CIJA
This column represents my last as a
member of CIJA’s
professional staff. After nearly a decade of serving our community
through CIJA, I will begin a new role as Vice
President, Communications and Marketing,
at UJA Federation of Greater Toronto in
September.
I never imagined I would be capable of feeling excitement (at the new opportunity) and
sadness (at leaving CIJA) all at once. While
I am leaving CIJA, CIJA in so many ways is
not leaving me. It has been a pleasure and a
privilege to work on behalf of Jewish Canadians on the issues that affect our collective

future. And I am pleased to share one of the
last projects that I had the honour to be a part
of: CIJA’s Federal Election Guide.
As the non-partisan advocacy agent of
Canada’s Jewish Federations, CIJA cannot
be involved in partisan political activities.
However, CIJA can and does mobilize Jewish
Canadians to exercise their democratic rights.
As a part of this effort for this fall’s election,
we have published a policy guide to highlight
some of the issues that impact our community
– with the goal of empowering grassroots
activists to make an even greater impact.
This year’s Election Guide (which may be
found at cija.ca/election43) is a great conversation-starter for those who wish to connect

with their local candidates. It addresses policy
proposals across a range of topics. To name
just five, this includes:
• Combating antisemitism. Given the
global rise in antisemitism, we are urging the federal government to devote
resources to police hate crime units,
provide financial support to help places
of worship and day schools offset the
costs of security personnel, and implement a national strategy on online hate
and radicalization.
•

Supporting Israelis. We are advocating
for MPs from all parties to stand with
continued on page 19
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Jewish Federations of Canada-UIA (JFCUIA)
THE POWER OF YOUR GIFT

by Perry Romberg, Jewish Federations of Canada-UIA Manager, Regional Capacity &Programs
As summer days
grow shorter and the
days in August move
closer to month’s end, we begin the countdown
to Rosh HaShanah 5780. As we approach the
High Holy Days period we reflect on our
lives, our family, our accomplishments, our
challenges and on our community as well. A
strong, vibrant community benefits each one
of us. It is through this lens that we can look
at the Jewish People and the work of Jewish
community capacity building in Saskatoon
and for Jewish Federations of Canada,
nationally & internationally. In the ‘70s
and ‘80s, the themes of slavery, oppression
and freedom of the Pesach Haggadah were
discussed not only at Passover but were
the primary focus for Jewish activists and
advocates everywhere, as we demanded
freedom for all Soviet Jews. In the ‘90s
and early ‘2000s the remarkable growth of
Israel as a “start-up nation. This last decade
is all about Jewish identity and bridging the
rainbow of affiliations, beliefs and values that
our Jewish family represent. However, to use
the words of Bob Dylan “the times they are
a-changin”. Among the many factors which
are identified as impacting Jewish identity, the
one constant is a sense of emotional attachment
to their community. In ‘The Case for Jewish
Peoplehood - Can We Be One?’, Drs. Erica
Brown and Misha Galperin write that what
brings us together is not “only formal or
institutional affiliations...It is a simple, often
inexplicable web of attachments to a people
that often expresses itself most strongly as an

We Repair, Replace and Maintain:
Furnaces
Air Conditioners
Plumbing Fixtures & Systems
Electrical Fixtures & Systems

306-222-8466

centennialplumbing.com

emotional claim...We can only have a richer
notion of self as Jews if that self is also part
of a larger, developed peoplehood...” Jewish
identity, Jewish Peoplehood and Jewish
Community are complex matters. They are
not merely agenda items for discussion and
contemplation but are crucial to our survival.
In large communities there are many ways to
develop and express one’s Jewish identity.
But in smaller communities, like Saskatoon,
it takes significant motivation and creativity
to seek out and develop meaningful Jewish
experiences.
The Agudas Israel Congregation of
Saskatoon is an example of a small but wellorganized and vibrant Jewish community.
The frequency of this Bulletin and its array
of articles on Jewish life in your community
and abroad testify to your commitment to
Jewish Peoplehood and Community. Your
congregation is the vehicle through which
families and youth living in Saskatoon
affiliate and connect through Shabbatons,
speaking events, educational programs and
social gatherings. Today’s youth and young
adults are tomorrow’s community leaders
and we need to embrace every opportunity to
give them the opportunity to understand our
communal structures, adapt them to our/their
ever-changing needs.
JFC-UIA, like no other national Jewish
organization, gives you the opportunity to
power so much good for so many of our
extended Jewish family. Your gift helps
JFCUIA care for and protect each other
while also making the world a better place
for everyone. Her is how your gift helps
more people in more places than any other
organization:
ADVOCATING FOR THE JEWISH
COMMUNITY AND ISRAEL
In the face of rising antisemitism, your
gift powers advocacy work by the Centre
For Israel & Jewish Affairs (CIJA). CIJA
counters antisemitism and anti-Zionism by
increasing public and community support
through education & outreach.
SUPPORTING VICTIMS OF TERROR
THROUGH THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR
ISRAEL (JAFI)
The JAFI Victims of Terror Fund provides

Israel’s victims with direct financial assistance
to ease recovery and rehabilitation and
improve the quality of their lives.
S U P P O RT I N G J E W I S H L I F E
IN REGIONAL (SMALL) JEWISH
COMMUNITIES
JFC-UIA powers community programming
in small Jewish communities across Canada
providing grants, camp & student scholarships
and funding of regional community councils.
PROVIDING CRITICAL CARE TO
JEWS IN NEED THROUGH THE JOINT
DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE (JDC).
JFC-UIA, through its partner the JDC,
powers hope, comfort, medicine, meals
on wheels and clothing needed to make
a difference in the lives of thousands of
people in 70 countries around the world with
emphasis on the elderly & infirm still living
in the FSU.
CANADA ISRAEL EXPERIENCE:
PROVIDING LIFE CHANGING JEWISH
IDENTITY AND ISRAEL EXPERIENCES
JFC-UIA funds innovative programs like
Birthright Israel, March of The Living,
Onward Israel that strengthen the Jewish
People by creating countless moments of
Jewish connection, identity and experience.
This year alone, 800 Canadians participated
in March of The Living & 2,000 experienced
Israel on Birthright Israel programs. We must
ensure that we do all that is necessary to
sustain their involvement long after the glow
of the Israel trip fades so that they continue to
be inspired and to connect to community. And
we must structure our programs and services
to allow for an easy and welcoming transition
into the community as engaged members.
Your generous donations to the JFCUIA
make all this possible. I look forward to
working with you in achieving our communal
objectives.
THANK YOU – TODAH RABBAH
By the time you read this article the High
Holidays will be upon us. Let me take this
opportunity to wish you, your families and
loved ones
My very best wishes for a Healthy, Sweet
and Happy New Year 5780 – פ”שת
הקותמו הבוט הנש

This page is sponsored by Jeffrey and Sherril Stein.
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As my father planted
for me before I was
born,
So do I plant for
those who will come
after me.

from the Talmud

Your contribution,
sent to:
Saskatoon Jewish
Foundation
Congregation Agudas
Israel,
715 McKinnon Avenue,
Saskatoon S7H 2G2 will
be gratefully received
and faithfully applied.

The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:

TO
Rhoda Broudy
Lesley-Ann Crone

GREETING
SASKATOON JEWISH FOUNDATION
In memory of Albert Broudy
Mazel Tov on receiving the B’nai Brith
Gerry Rose Volunteer Award

CAI LEGACY PROJECT
In memory of Ken MacDonald
In memory of Dr. Larry Wine
In memory of Jennie Bobowski
In memory of Albert Broudy
In memory of Albert Broudy
In memory of Mirka Pollak
In memory of Albert Broudy
Thank you
Mazel Tov on receiving the B’nai Brith
Gerry Rose Volunteer Award
Lesley-Ann Crone
Thank you
Linda Shaw
Mazel Tov on receiving the BMO Celebrating
Women for 2019 Community and Charitable Giving
Robin Sasko
Mazel Tov on receiving the BMO Celebrating
Women for 2019 Community and Charitable Giving
Arnie & Linda Shaw
Thank you for your friendship and hospitality
Zoe Gropper
In honour of your 101st birthday
Lesley-Ann Crone
Mazel Tov on receiving the 2019 B’nai Brith
Gerry Rose Volunteer Award
Les & Heather Fenyes
Condolences on the loss of your dear
father, Zoltan Fenyes
Gropper Cousins
Thank you for your hospitality
Peter & Marla Gropper
Thank you for your hospitality
Miriam Gropper & David Whitely
Thank you for your hospitality
The Fenyes Family
Condolences on the loss of your grandfather,
father & husband, Zoltan Fenyes
Linda & Arnie Shaw
Thank you for your hospitality & Mazel Tov
on award to Linda
Robin Sasko
Mazel Tov on having your work on the
Silver Spoon Dinner recognized
Colleen Zuk
In memory of Don
Risa & Bill Levine
Thank you for your hospitality
Zoe Gropper
In honour of your 101st birthday
Les & Heather Fenyes & Family
In memory of your father, Zoltan Fenyes
Michelle Bobowski
In memory of your mother, Jennie
Rhoda Broudy
In memory of your husband, Albert
Broudy Family
With sympathy on the loss of Albert
In honour of receiving the BMO Celebrating Women
Linda Shaw
2019 honour for Community & Charitable Giving
Robin Sasko
In honour of receiving the BMO Celebrating Women
2019 honour for Community & Charitable Giving
Matthew Teitelbaum
Mazel Tov on being awarded the Order of Canada
Elaine Dewar
In memory of Stephen
		
NATE & GRACE GOLUBOFF FUND
Rabbi Claudio
With condolences on the loss of your grandmother
Lesley-Ann Crone
Mazel Tov on receiving the B’nai Brith
Gerry Rose Volunteer Award
		
Marsha Scharfstein & Family
Kayla Hock
Michelle Bobowski & Family
Sandra Broudy & Tobin Robbins
Rhoda Broudy
Steven & Leila Goluboff
Rhoda Broudy
Shirley Abramsky
Lesley-Ann Crone
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Hank Goldberg
Kayla Hock

Alan Rosenberg & Lesley-Ann Crone
Alan Rosenberg & Lesley-Ann Crone
Alan Rosenberg & Lesley-Ann Crone
Alan Rosenberg & Lesley-Ann Crone
Alan Rosenberg &Lesley-Ann Crone
Alan Rosenberg & Lesley-Ann Crone
Nomi Kaplan & Jerry Growe
Glady Rose
Amiel, Yoel & Claudio Jodorkovsky
Rhoda Broudy
Toby Rose
Toby Rose
Toby Rose
Toby Rose & Les Klein
Toby Rose & Les Klein
Toby Rose & Les Klein
Toby Rose
Glady Rose
Glady Rose
Glady Rose & Family
Glady Rose
Glady Rose
Gladys Rose & Family
Glady Rose
Glady Rose
Linda & Arnie Shaw
Linda & Arnie Shaw
Linda & Arnie Shaw
Glady Rose
Alan Rosenberg & Lesley-Ann Crone
Alan Rosenberg & Lesley-Ann Crone
Glady Rose
Sandra Broudy & Tobin Robbins
Steven & Leila Goluboff
The Goluboff Family

Experiences of a Convert-in-Training

by Victoria Taras

I have been warned
against openly admitting this, but I’ll tell
you nonetheless: I’m
in the process of converting to Judaism. I am not alone in my
conversion process, nor am I a pioneer in our
congregation. The Agudas Israel community
is filled with converts, and each of our experiences are different. We come to Judaism for
our own reasons and create our own Jewish identities,
including our
own answers to
Jewish practice.
Which mitzvahs
do I prioritize?
What is my relationship to the
Jewish community? To God?
How do I incorporate my family, friends, and activities into my Judaism (or
not)? How deep do I want to go? These are all
highly personal questions and Conservative
Judaism allows us to answer them in our own
ways. Those of us who are still in the conversion process have about a year to figure out
answers that we can defend satisfactorily to
our beth din panel that decides with the rabbi
if we are ready for conversion. Afterwards,
we can explore our Jewish identity at our
leisure, just like any other Jew. This article is
about the decisions I make as a convert who is
still learning and deciding how to be Jewish.
My experience can be summarized by three
core values of Judaism: action, family, and
community.
We are invited to do a lot in Judaism, including charitable giving, participating in holidays
and lifecycle events, keeping Shabbat, and
keeping kosher. The latter two are especially
difficult, but I would very much would like to
try. I like the mindfulness and structure that
is entrenched in those activities and I like the
idea of our son benefitting from them, too.
They can pause our busy, distracted minds
and remind us of what is important. Shabbat
and kashrut serve as beautiful reminders of

the responsibility to perform acts of goodness
and of membership to the Jewish community.
My efforts so far have been lackluster and
awkward. This week, we said Friday night
prayers over garlic bread that came with our
Skip-the-Dishes order, which included cream,
chicken, and lobster. To be fair, I attempted
a diluted version of a kosher meal for myself
and my toddler, but the restaurant mixed his
chicken into my cream sauce pasta dish. We
both gnawed on a piece of the over-cooked,

This article is about the decisions I
make as a convert who is still learning
and deciding how to be Jewish. My
experience can be summarized by three
core values of Judaism: action, family,
and community.
cream-coated chicken, then I dumped a
healthy portion of my pasta onto his highchair
tray. My husband looked on over his lobster
ravioli and we both tidied the house that night.
Acting Jewish is harder than it looks!
Being part of a Jewish family is easier.
Oh my goodness, I love my in-laws! They
welcomed me from the beginning. They
are proud of my conversion efforts and feel
some responsibility to partake in my Jewish
education. Sometimes their teachings are fascinating, like stories of Holocaust survivors
they knew or nifty Hebrew phrases, and other
times I listen politely while they tell me a
story I’ve heard from them fifty times before.
I’ll further admit that I’m on the fence about
the Ashkenazi Jewish food they serve during

from
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holidays and big events, and I’m secretly glad
that none of them are interested in teaching
me how to prepare gefilte fish. While I’m still
not good at participating in the family’s witty,
lightning quick banter that they assure me is
normal in Jewish families, I enjoy listening
in and I hope my son will inherit their quick
wit. Mostly, I hope my son will have as close
a relationship to us as my husband has to his
parents, and that I can be as warm, friendly,
and generous as they are to us.
The community at Agudas Israel has
likewise been welcoming. I look forward to
Saturday mornings when everyone at Shul
helps me to keep an eye on my toddler while
he runs around the chapel where services are
held during renovations. That kid is so used
to being picked up and passed around that
he can make friends with anybody inside of
synagogue or out. As for my husband and I,
he is included in behind-the-scenes responsibilities, and I have a new group of friends
(most of whom are fellow convert hopefuls)
whom I see regularly for “study group”, aka.
chit-chat and tea. I feel more gratitude and
pride when I’m with the community than I
do anywhere else.
Actions, family, and community have defined my conversion process more than the
knowledge about Judaism I gain in the classes
I take or the books I read. My awkward attempts at keeping Shabbat and keeping kosher
are rewarding, and the support of my in-laws,
the congregation, and the Rabbi reassures me
of my decision to convert. Together, those
elements help me to answer those elusive
questions about how I want to be Jewish. I’m
not sure I’ll ever settle on any answers, but
I certainly have the tools and the support to
work on them.
Premium kosher table wines
available at Saskatoon Co-op
Wines & Spirits, Blairmore Centre
& 8th St.
Find a wide selection of Galil
Mountain and Teperberg wines
from Israel at attractive prices.

Imported by International Cellars Inc. Vancouver, BC
Ad compliments of Norman Gladstone
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Biography: Rabbi Joseph Telushkin
by Stan Schroeder
Note: This article was published for
Congregation Shir Ami in February 2015.
I have been a follower and fan of Rabbi
Telushkin for over 20 years. I have attended
several of his lectures and services he
conducted at American Jewish University
(formerly University of Judaism) in
Los Angeles. He conducts a Friday
night Shabbat service for Synagogue
for the Performing Arts every two
months, including about an hour of
Q & A before the service, and High
Holy Day services. I have spoken
with him several times.
Since this article was written he
and Dennis Prager wrote “Why
the Jews? The Reason for AntiSemitism. the Most Accurate
Predictor of Human Evil” in 2016
and he updated his “Words That Hurt, Words
That Heal” earlier this year.

Rabbi Telushkin never intended to be a directors of the Jewish Book Council. He has
pulpit rabbi. He states, “...my career has been on the Newsweek’s list of the 50 most
always been primarily devoted to writing influential Rabbis in America since 1997.
and lecturing. It seemed to me that there were
Among his many works that should be in
certain aspects of Judaism that needed to be every household library are:
taught, that weren’t getting proper attention. • A Code of Jewish Ethics: Volume 1: You
I was particularly
Shall be Holy A Code of Jewish Ethics:
interested in the laws • Volume 2: Love Your Neighbor as Yourself
of lashon hara, and the • Jewish Literacy: The Most Important Things
other Jewish teachings
to Know About the Jewish Religion, Its
on the ethics of speech,
People and Its History
including the principle • The Book of Jewish Values: A Day-by-Day
of ona’at dvarim, of
Guide to Ethical Living
not oppressing others • Words that Hurt, Words that Heal: How to
with words. The truth
Use Words Wisely and Well
is that if you’d listen in • Jewish Humor: What the Best Jewish Jokes
at a therapist’s office, I
Say About the Jews
think you’d learn that • B iblical Literacy: The Most Important
more people are hurt
People, Events, and Ideas of the Hebrew
by things that people have said to them than
Bible
by things that may
• J e w i s h Wi s d o m : E t h i c a l ,
Joseph Telushkin was born in Brooklyn have been said about
Spiritual, and Historical Lessons
in 1948, the son of Solomon (Shlomo), them. Things that
from the Great Works and
an accountant, and Helen [Schneerson] are said in anger,
Thinkers
Telushkin.of the Lubavitcher family. He unfair criticism • T he Ten Commandments of
attended Yeshiva of Flatbush, along with his there’s a whole host
Character: Essential Advice for
future co-author and lifelong friend Dennis of issues.”
Living an Honorable, Ethical,
He is a versatile
Prager. He was ordained at Yeshiva University
Honest Life
and he and Dennis attended Columbia a u t h o r, w r i t i n g
• The Golden Land: The Story of
University where they authored Nine everything from
Jewish Immigration to America
Questions People Ask About Judaism and m y s t e r i e s t o
• His latest book, published last
Why the Jews?: The Reason for Antisemitism. T V s h o w s t o
year, is Rebbe: The Life and
While at University, Telushkin was an biographies to books
Teachings of Menachim M.
active leader of the Student Struggle for Soviet on Jewish ethics,
Schneerson, the Most Influential
Jewry. As part of his position, Telushkin wisdom, values, and
Rabbi in Modern History. It not
visited the Soviet Union where he met with humor. He is one of
only tells the story of his life
dissidents such as Andrei Sakharov. He was the most soughtand how Chabad has changed
eventually listed by the KGB as an anti- after lecturers in
the Jewish world, it relates
the Jewish world.
Russian agent.
how the Rebbe changed Joseph
In 1977 Prager became director of Brandeis However, he has been a part time rabbi at
Telushkin’s and our lives and
Bardin Institute in Simi Valley, following its Synagogue for the Performing Arts since
continues to “repair the world”.
founder Shlomo Bardin. Telushkin served as 1993, conducting a Friday night Shabbat
educational director there from 1977 to 1983. service every other month at American Jewish
Telushkin lives in New York City with his University, as well as their High Holy Day
wife, Dvorah Menashe Telushkin, and their services.
Editor’s Note: Stan Schroeder is the Editor
Rabbi Telushkin maintains an orthodox
four children. Dvorah was personal secretary
of Congregation Shir Ami’s “Shir Notes” in
and assistant to Yiddish author Isaac Bashevis life style, but bridges the gap to the liberal Los Angeles which also won a Gold Medal for
Singer for twelve years. She has translated Jewish world as well as anyone can. He “Bulletins.” He writes biographies of famous
short stories by Singer and other Yiddish promotes Jewish values and emphasizes Jews and has offered to share them with us.
This article was first published in the Shir Notes.
writers and performs at storytelling festivals. Jewish behavior and community.
He is a Senior Associate with CLAL, the Steven Goluboff and Stan met each other in
She wrote about her years with Singer in a
Jerusalem to discuss their community Bulletins
National Jewish Center for Learning and several years ago
memoir, Master of Dreams (1998).
Leadership, and is a member of the board of
This page sponsored by Catherine Delaney, Marc Sheckter, and Elle Delaney
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Comfort In Traditional Mourning Customs

by Michelle Bobowsky
I have my life before
March 2, 2019 and
my life after March 2,
2019 at 2:14 a.m., the
morning my mother
died at the Royal
University Hospital ER. We had a great love
affair and I am bewildered that the world
didn’t stop. Even now I see lives bustling
about the city; don’t they understand what
has happened and how much pain it causes.
Sometimes I think my heart is actually going
to stop or break from the sadness I am left
with.
Judaism understands.
When I left
the hospital and returned to my mama’s
apartment, I started the Jewish way in
preparing the house of mourning. My
first task was to cover the mirrors. It was
a natural act that I worked on with speed
and diligence. I knew this custom meant I
should not be concerned with my own selfadoration and appearance. On a deeper level
I once heard that the soul was reflected in the
mirror, and the ghost of the deceased would
be able to see the soul and snatch it away,
and my momma’s neshama, her essence
needed protection, a belief that the neshama
refuses to leave until the body is buried. For
me it gave great comfort. It was the first act
that symbolized her death without talking.
With one phone call to the Chevra
Kadisha, all arrangements were made for

the funeral and shiva. (Can you believe
that disconnecting her Shaw cable took
5 phones calls and 2 visits). The Chevra
Kadisha is composed of very special Jews
and by virtue of their commitment, they are
very holy and righteous people. Thank you
for honouring our dead. Saskatoon Funeral
home understands our belief system and
from the moment of picking mama up, they
approached with empathy and compassion,
and I knew she was in good hands and she
would not be left alone until burial. With
only a few phone calls all preparations were
complete. I took great comfort in the rituals
of Shiva and my meetings with LesleyAnne and Rabbi Jeremy (Regina) and Rabbi
Claudio. I have friends who wish they were
Jewish for our mourning practices alone.
The ritual of K’riah, “tearing” the
clothes as a sign of our mourning, or in
contemporary times now a black button and
ribbon was helpful both prior to her burial
and after. When I made my first appearance
to the synagogue on Shabbat, I just pointed
to the k’riah ribbon and all was understood
by strangers or those who did not know. My
household watched the Shiva candle burn
brightly for nine days. We were sad when
it was extinguished as we watched the very
last embers disappear, which symbolized
momma’s flame of her being. It is amazing
how meaningful each ritual is and how it
takes us through the process kindly, but with

great grounding in reality.
While I could concentrate on the burial
and make Talmudic references, I want to
share my experiences to date. I have read the
book “Saying Kaddish” by Anita Diamant it
is preparing me for all the processes in this
year of mourning. I have joined a daily
minyan group in Winnipeg at the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue. I attend services at 7:30
am to say Kaddish as much as my schedule
allows. They have an internet video site for
when you are away to tune into services. The
Shammes made me feel like it was a new
home. He added my momma to the Kaddish
list too. He assisted me through shloshim
and the mourning customs, like walking
around the block together and honouring
her memory through a call to the Torah. The
congregants I met these mornings are special,
very welcoming and understanding. It seems
to be a self-made bereavement support group
built into the services of all ages. They all
joined to say kaddish and continued their
attendance. I have a nosh with them after the
service (toast and toppings, and sometimes an
enhanced Kiddush for someone’s yahrtzeit),
We meet monthly for a dinner outing. More
than ever it seems like I am seeking more
Jewish contact now, trying to make sense of
her death and my grief. I find myself looking
to more traditional mourning customs, for we

doesn’t mean you have the right to retire. You
can’t just say “I’m over, now let the youth
come” (weren’t Millennials the selfish ones?).
Your role now is to make a priority the passing of your leadership wisdom, experience
and insight into the next generation. Your
responsibility now is to be a coach, or better,
a mentor. Identify a talented young member
of the Synagogue, invite him for coffee, ask
him what he thinks about the congregation,
his vision, what he would do, listen instead
of talking, create a personal relationship,
ask him to work with you, give him space,
trust and empowerment. Don’t be a boss or
his manager, be his mentor. It is your job to
transform his talent into strength.
Ensuring the transition of leadership cannot happen by the norms and definitions of
the experienced generation. That formula is
deemed to fail and we may end up paying a
price for that failure. If you see unmotivated
Millennials, before complaining, ask yourself

what you have done to motivate them. Instead
of criticizing, we better begin with a dose of
humility, understanding what is going on with
our young people, cherishing, supporting and
empowering them, because – regardless of
our fears – they will be shaping very soon the
future of the Jewish people.
In a beautiful passage in the Book of Bemidbar (Numbers), Moses formally passes the
leadership onto Joshua, who will now become
the leader of the Israelites. The Torah tells that
Moses “lays his hands” on Joshua, in a gesture
that denotes love and support. The Hebrew
word used for that gesture (“samach”) has a
double meaning, it means “to lay” (referring
to his hands) but it also means “trust”. When
each Rabbi is appointed, the same ceremony
is repeated. He is “trusted” in his new role.
The same must apply with our young leaders.
Let’s offer them trust, not fear or control, so
they can flourish and do wonderful things.
B’bracha, With blessings,

continued on page 17

Divrei Harav.. continued from page 4
They need you to ask them what they think, let
them make decisions and take responsibility,
and then give them your feedback and encouragement. We need to value their contributions;
otherwise they will quickly find better ways
to use their time. They need to be listened
and respected in order to flourish as leaders.
An article in Forbes quotes a Millennial
talking about her workplace: “Today’s workers
don’t need some Big Brother figure hovering
over us to tell us that budgets are cut, that
we will be in big trouble if we don’t meet
deadlines, and to “make do with less.” We
need leaders who set us up for success,
instill in us a sense of bigger purpose, and
give us the confidence we need to persevere
when the work gets challenging.” Another
article, explaining the characteristics of these
generations’ leaders, is entitled “Millennials:
we want mentoring – or we’ll take our skills
elsewhere”. It is simple as that.
Transitioning to a new generation of leaders

This page is sponsored by Michelle Bobowsky in honour of her late mother Jennie Bobowsky
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What's This About? – Part 2
Reform Judaism

by Bruce Cameron
To q u o t e J a cob Neusner: “Reform
(represents) the fall
of Judaism and the
rise of Judaisms Judaism within Rabbinic Judaism.”
The Reform movement represents the most
liberal approach to Judaism. Reform was
inspired in the early 19th century by people
who had been raised as Orthodox, but had
begun to integrate into the main culture, as
Judaism began entering the secular world and
began reintegrating Judaism to reflect Western
thought, culture and values. Out of a sense that
Judaism as they knew it was antiquated and
thus not in keeping up with the spirit of the
modern age, they perceived a need for change.
They felt that it had become difficult to reconcile Judaism’s uniqueness - the chosen - with
social and political acceptance into the larger
non-Jewish culture.
This was the first substantive break with the
only act in town until then, Orthodox Judaism.
The essential principal of the movement was
that religion is organic and dynamic and was
thus subject to change. And change they did!
Prayer was offered in the vernacular as well
as Hebrew. (It would be 150 years before the
largest Christian denomination - Roman Catholicism caught up with reform and changed
their service into the vernacular).

Services were substantially shorter.
Musical instruments began to appear in the
Synagogue.
A Friday night service was instituted.
Egalitarian seating was encouraged.
A weekly sermon or D’var Torah was
begun (up until then, under Orthodoxy there
were by two sermons a year, the first Shabbat
before Pesach and the Shabbat between Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
Jews rather than being the chosen chose
themselves, to embrace a social Gospel and
a social stance.
The need for women to immerse themselves in the mikva after their menses was
denounced.
The Divinity of Torah was denied, with
the belief that rather than God having written
the Torah, it was written by men, influenced
by God.
Men worshiped without a kippah or Tallit.
Biblical law was not binding.
Hebrew was severely limited.
The idea of praying for the beginning of the
Messianic age was discarded.
Much of kashrut was discarded.
The early reformers believed that ritual
impedes the mission of Israel to bring about
universal morality. It also opposed Zionism
for many years because they felt it isolated

Jews from their surrounding society. It was a
movement originally seduced by the notions
of a free and open society, the allure of
modern society and desire for acceptance in
the non-Jewish world.
Reform started as a movement in 1818,
with the first congregation established in
Hamburg, Germany, where a large Orthodox
population existed. They preferred the word
Temple rather than Synagogue.
By 1844-46 Reform ideas were consolidated and a fully formed Reform movement
began, followed a few years later by a seminary, The Hebrew Union College, an ironic
name since they had discarded a great deal
of Hebrew from their own liturgy, which
afforded the movement a certain sense of
legitimacy to this radical rebel movement.
However, as the movement matured and since
Reform sees itself as a dynamic movement,
it later changed its positions while still placing major emphasis on the autonomy of each
member, yet re-adopted many of the positions it had originally condemned, including
emphatically the importance of traditions,
people and Hebrew.
By having rejected the Divinity of Torah,
it was much easier for them to change Halacha, both at their inception and later as they
continued on page 17

Are Jews A Visible Minority? ...continued from age 5
the religious nature of my request. Once that
door is opened you can’t go back either. You
become an oddity and a visible and known
minority very quickly. The Jew, the other. The
second you request a day off and enter “Yom
Kippur” as the reason, you might as well go to
work in payot and a kippah. I am telling you
this as someone employed in an HR department, no one will ever say anything -- just like
no one will mention any disability accommodation, or the fact that someone newly hired
is a visible minority -- but you are now in an
entirely different category of employee, one
who may require accommodation.
We aren’t minorities on paper though, not
in Canada, although we get persecuted as one.
So why are we a minority everywhere but in
equity and diversity efforts? Social justice in
Canada is a platform for all minorities, unless
you happen to be light skinned. In Canada we
have embraced intersectionality, your struggle is my struggle and we as Jews have drank
deeply of this philosophy. We are the softest
hearted liberals there ever was. We as a people
are firmly left of center, Tikkun Olam.

While your struggle is my struggle, is my
struggle your struggle? This is the question
we as Jews need to start asking. We march
for every intersectional cause and for every
minority rights issue. Who marches with us
though? When I went to university in 2007
Hillel was involved in every activist movement, when I returned in 2016 they weren’t
welcome at most activist actions, and are
sometimes the target of them.
It’s my belief that we have been let down
by those we ally ourselves with. In Chicago
and Washington DC, Israeli flags are not welcome at pride parades. The women’s March
organizers can’t quite shake their early antiSemitism. Here in Canada the Human Rights
Museum in Winnipeg is routinely criticized by
other minorities for having too large a focus
on the Holocaust. The Canadian Holocaust
Memorial omitted mentioning of Jews on its
plaque. Don’t get me wrong, I am not saying
let’s ignore our social justice mission, let’s
just take a moment to recognize where we fit
into this puzzle.
You may say this is because of an associa15

tion of Judaism with Israel. Of course we are
associated with Israel, and “I don’t hate the
Jews I hate the Israeli government” has always
been the anti-Semite’s refuge. Does the existence of Israel invalidate our people from being
recognized as vulnerable?
For the purposes of promoting equity and
diversity in Canadian workplaces where do we
stand? We share the trials and risks of majority persecution and aggression, but we have
been well off as a people. Are we privileged
or persecuted? Do we need to hide or can we
live out in the open? What are the criteria that
would allow us to be a part of the social justice
movement? Do we have to divest ourselves
of pro-Israeli sentiments? Maybe I can hide
as a white male to some degree and in some
contexts, but could I hide if I wanted to keep
kosher? To wear a kippah? To practice Shabbat? Are we a visible minority or not? Should
I self-identify? Can I? Why are we, as a racial
minority, uniquely denied that option?

Gwrry Rose Award Response. continued from cover
specialties, after post graduate Specialty training in four large Canadian and US cities. My
experience with the Jewish communities in
these cities was limited, mostly self imposed
due to time constraints, but left me wanting,
even after spending a year studying with
the Holy Blossom Congregation conversion
classes in Toronto. That feeling disappeared
with our
move to
Saskatoon.
T h e
Saskatoon
Jewish
community soon approached
us upon
our return..
“we need volunteers for Folkfest, baking,
committees”, and our new life in Saskatoon
unfolded. Little Matthew soon arrived, as did
Hebrew school, car pooling eleven children
Mondays and Wednesdays with snacks, all
buckled up in our station wagon! The Junior
Klezmer band was formed under the tutelage
of Dr. David Kaplan and Dr. David Green, add
two cellos, and more car pooling with music.
The Bat and Bar mitzvahs were to follow and
never ending but the caliber of knowledge and
Hebrew language and Shabbat Service skills
exhibited by all the children in our Jewish
community, over the years, has remained
extraordinary and exemplary.
The programs available to our children,
starting with Hebrew School, BBYO, summer Camp BB at Pine Lake, the March of the
Living, Birthright, and Ulpan Israeli programs

have helped to mold our children’s Jewish
identity as they grew and entered adulthood,
and continues to this day. My Jewish identity
and knowledge has also grown as we assisted
the children to prepare for their studies and
travel experiences and witnessed their maturity and emotional growth when they and their
Hebrew schoolmates shared those experiences

I encourage our younger CAI generation to
say yes when asked to participate in any or
many events that require many hands, but to
also offer their time and expertise to sit on
Board committees.
with presentations about the Holocaust to
many schools in the province.
All of these events of which I speak, were
facilitated by our guidance as parents but
also by a myriad of volunteers here in our
community, and Jewish agencies of Canada
and Israel, one very large supportive family
in my mind.
As I remember Gerry Rose with the many
other family and community members of the
previous generation, many no longer with us,
I marvel at the tenacity, time, and work they
offered (and some continuing to do so yet!) to
build and sustain our Jewish faith and values
of this community, as well as the bricks and
mortar of our building. It is with gratitude
that I have been a part of this heritage and
mentorship.
My participation in many projects, programs, and committees and on the CAI Board
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of Trustees has been an interesting and educational process over the years. Through this
participation my life has truly been enriched
by the wider sense of family, friendship,
service and community involvement with
the members of Congregation Agudas Israel.
I encourage our younger CAI generation
to say yes when asked to participate in any
or many events that require many hands, but
to also offer their time and expertise to sit
on Board committees. Experience is not a
prerequisite, as you can learn on the job, so
to speak, but friendships are built, and the
community is strengthened by your involvement and contributions. Our “newly to be
renovated” building will be constructed to last
many generations, but the life of the building
will be measured by the people and activities
within it.
In closing, I would like to thank Rosy
Kreindel for her work in organizing this dinner and so many other events, thank you to all
members of this remarkable community who
volunteer and work hard, year after year, on
the myriad of programs and committees, locally, provincially and nationally. Thank you
to Rabbi Claudio for your spiritual leadership
and guidance, and to Myla for her administrative assistance And many thanks to Calley
and Sharon from Soom Soom Catering for
the lovely dinner.
Thank you to my family, Alan, Leah,
Matthew and Bridgette, who have been my
continual support and inspiration.
I am so very proud of our Agudas Israel
community and appreciative and humbled
to receive this honour in Gerry Rose’s name.
Thank you very much.
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Gerry Rose Dinner by Gladys Rose .. continued from page 5
agony and I was helpless. She arranged for
Gerry to see a colleague of hers, a magician
with a magic potion to ease Gerry’s pain and
put him on the road to recovery. I have never
forgotten Lesley-Anne’s kindness and take
this opportunity to say “Thank you again” for
her compassion.
Lesley-Anne is in charge of Congregation
Agudas Israel’s Chevra Kadisha, the group
which sees to it that bodies are prepared for
burial according to Jewish tradition. To be
a member of this group has always been regarded as the most highly regarded mitzvah
of all, because the ones who are cared for can
never thank their benefactors. Lesley-Anne
ensures that our traditions are respectfully
carried out, providing kind and compassionate
comfort to grieving families.
Lesley-Anne took advantage of their year
in San Diego and studied hard to become a
Bat Mitzvah at age 40! It was not a prerequisite, but it helped propel her into her leisure

and volunteer activities. Besides serving on
many city, provincial and national medical
committees during her medical practice, she
found time to volunteer for Congregation
Agudas Israel:
• She baked hundreds of loaves of challah for
community events
• She passed on her baking skills to many
Hebrew School students
• She baked dozens of delicious cheesecakes
for Folkfest
• She was a gracious host in her and Alan’s
home for many Sisterhood events
• She volunteered with the Annual Silver
Spoon Dinner
• A highlight was her work on the “A Coat of
Many Colours” Exhibit at the Diefenbaker
Centre, an exhibit which toured the country
I want to acknowledge Lesley-Anne’s
husband and partner, Dr. Alan Rosenberg,
who has been behind his wife’s achievements

What's This About? ... continued from age 15
reformed the Reformers. They taught that the
essence of Judaism is its ethical teachings,
putting it often, still, in the forefront of many
struggles for human rights and social action.
In fact to this day this is Reform’s major
agenda. The Reform movement was the first
to ordain women.
If their radicalism hadn’t caught up with
them so dramatically, we might all be either
Orthodox or Reform to this day. At the banquet for the first graduates of their seminary
they served a supper whose main course was
shrimp, to signify their having discarded
kashrut. This was too much for some of the
Rabbis in attendance, a number of whom
walked out. (This was the beginning of the

Conservative movement, which we will read
of in the next edition of The Bulletin)
To this day Reform, even though it has gone
back to Hebrew as well as a form of kashrut
and Halacha, remains the most radical arm
of Judaism, still at the front of many social
actions and human rights actions.
Footnote:
Rabbi Moses Mendelssohn - was a leading
figure in the Hasbalach movement of enlightenment, and was considered the most
important figure in early modern Jewish history. Nevertheless he tended to leave tradition
substantially alone.
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every step of the way, supporting her and
encouraging her.
The Rose and Rosenberg families have
a long history of friendship. The Rose dry
cleaning business had a serious competitor
in Custom Cleaners, founded by Alan’s late
father Joe Rosenberg. But after business
hours, they were friends, as were their wives.
We played bridge together every week. Alan
and my late daughter Kathy were part of the
same group of Jewish kids in Saskatoon.
Matthew Rosenberg and my grandson Mark
Cooper have a long-distance friendship that
started when Mark visited us during summer
vacations. And Matthew has worked with
my son-in-law, Toby’s husband, Les Klein,
an architect.
Lesley-Ann: In spite of a series of health issues, bravely confronted, you have carried on.
You richly deserve the Gerry Rose Volunteer
Award for your efforts for Congregation Agudas Israel and this community! Mazal tov!
Comfort in Tradition ...continued from age 15
do not know what follows death and I want to
raise her soul through Kaddish recitation. I
am not actively listening to music or going to
concerts; I am giving tzedakah, and planted
a blueberry bush (representing a tree) in my
backyard sanctifying her memory. Judaism
understands the needs of the mourner and is
carrying me through this year. I find comfort
in attending the services and I only had one
momma. Interestingly, I walk the hallways
of the hospital where I work, and there is a
door which welcomes me as I pass with a
mezuzah, I touch it and remember momma
who did the same before me.
In light of social media, I would like to
write for the Bulletin through this mourning
year and describe my experiences of losing
a parent. Please join me in the next edition
where I discuss Marie Kondo, also known as
Konmari, Japanese organizing and tidying
up as it relates to Judaism and the deceased’s
belongings.
Editor’s note: Michelle Bobowsky is a nurse
in Winnipeg whose mother, Jennie Bobowski
passed away earlier this year.

Impact of Immigrant Faculty. continued from age 6
to University of Saskatchewan President, J.
S. Thompson, who offered him a position in
anatomy and supported his immigration application. Aiming for Canada, the Altschuls
sailed on the ship Athenia, which left Liverpool, England on Sept 2, 1939, the day after
WWII began. On the next evening, it became
the first ship to be torpedoed by a German
U-boat. A hundred and seventeen lives were
lost, but both Altschuls were rescued - and
then re-united, minus all their belongings, in
Glasgow. They sailed to New York, where
they were detained at Ellis Island but released on request of University President
Thompson, and were admitted into Canada.
Dr. Altschul became head of our Department
of Anatomy. In his research, he was
one of the first to study experimental
cholesterol-induced atherosclerosis
in animals, and to recognize that
feeding them nicotinic acid lowers
serum cholesterol. As well as being
an important teacher, he published
67 scientific articles between 1946
and 1967, was President of the Canadian Association of Anatomists and,
in 1961, was elected a Fellow of the
Royal Society of Canada.
Dr. Altschul also contributed to
our College of Medicine by responding to a request from a young man who had
fled from war - Sergey Federoff – whom we
also knew as our teacher. Sergey was born in
Latvia, the son of a Russian surgeon who had
been in the court of Czar Nicolas II, and had
fled from Russia during the revolution. Sergey
was 14 when World War II broke out. When
Latvia was invaded, first by Russia and then
by Germany, the family was disrupted and dispersed, re-uniting only after the war. Sergey
began studies in southwestern Germany, but
then applied to immigrate into Canada as a
farm laborer, joining a family friend traveling
to Blaine Lake, Saskatchewan in 1949. From
Blaine Lake, where he became an assistant to
the town doctor, Sergey wrote to Dr Altschul,
who offered him a job as animal attendant at
the College of Medicine laboratories, and
encouraged his continued studies – leading to
the BA and MA degrees, and to a 1958 PhD
in Histology. Dr. Federoff eventually became
Chair of the Department of Anatomy and became known internationally for his research
on tissue culture, especially on growth of
nerve tissue cells, and for his international
tutorial workshop on tissue culture methods.
He was an author or co-author of more than

200 scientific papers, co-editor of 15 books,
and recipient of many awards. The University
of Saskatchewan has recognized his many
contributions by awarding him an honorary
Doctorate of Science and by naming a wing
of the Medical College Building for him.
We knew Gordon Wyant as our Professor of Anesthesiology. He was born Gunter
Weiss, in Frankfurt Germany, in 1914, to a
non-observant Jewish family, but was raised
as a Lutheran. He began medical studies in
Germany in the 1930’s but, with Jewish parents, was not allowed to finish there, so he
completed his studies in Bologna, Italy. On
a visit to Germany in 1937, in fact, he was
arrested by the Gestapo and stripped of his

citizenship, and allowed to leave the country
only on promising not to return. He got to
England in 1939, enrolling for some medical
missionary work. In the summer of 1940,
however, he was rounded up as an enemy
alien and shipped, under horrendous conditions, to an internment camp in Australia.
Released a year later, he returned to England
and served in the British army in Scotland
and Africa. After the war, in 1949, he and his
wife joined his younger brother and parents,
who had moved to Chicago earlier. By then,
he and his brother had changed their family
name to Wyant, less German, and Gunter had
become Gordon. He became Professor and
head of Anesthesia at Loyola University in

Chicago. In 1954 he came to Saskatchewan
as founding Professor of the Department of
Anesthesia, and remained at the U. of S. until
his retirement in 1988. He established of one
of the first pain management centers in the
country, authored 91 publications, and was
founding Editor of The Pain Clinic and founding president of the Canadian Pain Foundation. He was made an Officer in the Order of
Canada in recognition of his “distinguished
career as a physician, researcher and educator”, and was President and Gold Medalist of
the Canadian Anaesthetists’ Society.
The impact of immigrant faculty members
is measured not just in their knowledge and
skills and the programs and studies they
conducted, but
also in the spark
and mentoring
they provided for
other faculty and
students who followed – not to
speak of contributions made by
their children.
I wish I could
say that these few
stories are examples of the way in
which Canada and Canadians came to rescue,
to welcome and to benefit from outstanding
but desperate scholars who lost their professional lives through hatred in the Nazi era.
But that was not so.
Canadian immigration laws and policies severely restricted immigration of Jews, Asians
(blocked by law from entry since 1923) and
Blacks; and administration of the laws was
concentrated in the hands of a few key figures,
particularly Frederick Charles Blaire, Director
of the Government’s Immigration Branch,
who made explicit statements against admission of Jews and Blacks. Nor were Canadian
academic faculties welcoming. A Canadian
version of England’s Academic Assistance

from
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Eventually, a few hundred did stay. About
seventy five young students were released from
the internment camps for university study, went
on earn PhD degrees, and became professors in
Canada and abroad; and nine of them came to
receive the Order of Canada.
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Impact of Immigrant Faculty. continued from age 18
Council and the US Emergency Committee
was not set up until 1939 – six years late –
and helped only a handful of scholars. When
Canada, like Australia, served as custodian for
about 2500 Jews among so-called ‘friendly
aliens from enemy countries’ rounded up in
England in May and June 1940, it did so on
condition that they would not stay in Canada.
Eventually, a few hundred did stay. About
seventy five young students were released
from the internment camps for university
study, went on earn PhD degrees, and became
professors in Canada and abroad; and nine of
them came to receive the Order of Canada.
But in the 12 critical years between 1933
and 1945, Canada admitted only about 5000
Jewish refugees.
In the United States, there were also very
restrictive quotas. Meeting only a fraction
of the need, the U.S. admitted 200,000 Jews
between 1933 and 1945. However, it also
made non-quota visas available to rescue

academic scholars, writers, and others with
established professional employment. Laura
Fermi compiled a list of almost 2000 whom
she considered distinguished; many of them
were Jewish. They were part of one of the
largest shifts in the center of knowledge and
creativity in world history – in physics, mathematics, chemistry, psychology, psychiatry, art,
architecture sociology, economics, literature,
and music – from Central Europe, mainly to
England and the United States.
Canada did expand immigration after the
war to meet its needs for economic growth,
and again in the 1960’s. Canada has become
increasingly diverse ever since, and has been
open to refugees of recent wars.
This immigration of faculty scholars into
Canada, and even more so into the United
States, greatly enriched the receiving (if not
always welcoming) country. As students, we
were its direct beneficiaries.

A native of Saskatoon and graduate of the
University of Saskatchewan College of
Medicine, Dr. Stollar served on the faculty
of Tufts University Schools of Medicine and
Dental Medicine in Boston, MA. for 41 years.
At Tufts he was Professor (1974), Chairman
of the Department of Biochemistry (19862001), and Acting Dean of the Graduate
School of Biomedical Sciences (2002-2004),
and became Prof. Emeritus in 2005. He
then served as president of Temple Reyim
(Conservative) in Newton, MA. He is currently
an officer of the Synagogue Council of
Massachusetts and member of Koleinu, the
Greater Boston’s Jewish Community Chorus.
One of his major interests during retirement
has been exploring the rescue of scholars
from Nazi Europe. He and his wife Carol
(Singer), also a U of S grad and retired from a
career as a clinical and research nutritionist,
live in Newton. MA. They have 3 children, 8
grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren.

CIJA’s Election Guide Highlights ...continued from age 9
Israelis – our close democratic allies –
when Israel is threatened by terrorism or
singled out in discriminatory votes at the
UN. We are also calling on the government to expand research and innovation
ties between Canada and Israel.
•

•

Tax amendments to strengthen communities. We are calling for tax credits
to recognize the value of volunteering for
charities and help parents offset the costs
of children’s overnight summer camp.
Make Canada more accessible for
people with disabilities. We are advocating for federal investments in affordable

Accounting & Auditing
Estate Planning
Management Consulting
Business Valuations

Financial Planning
Mergers & Acquisitions
Income Tax Returns
Corporate Tax Returns

Saskatoon
Regina
Tel: (306) 653-6100
Tel: (306) 522-6500
Website www.virtusgroup.ca

housing for people with developmental
disabilities, as well as reforms to the
Disability Tax Credit to make it more
inclusive and accessible.
•

Countering terrorism and the Iranian
threat. We are calling for a parliamentary inquiry into Canadians and global
terrorism, with a focus on providing
support for Canadian victims of overseas terrorism and holding accountable
Canadians who have travelled overseas
to join terror groups. We are also urging
the government to ensure diplomatic ties
with the Iranian regime are not renewed
until there are concrete improvements in
Iran’s behaviour.

These are just a few examples of our multifaceted policy agenda. I encourage you to visit
cija.ca/election43 to read the Guide. My hope
is that it will inspire you to get involved in the
election and engage your local candidates.
As I close this column, I thank you if you
have read (and I hope enjoyed!) my columns
in this publication over the years. As someone
who has met with and supported grassroots activists from Halifax to Victoria – and so many
places in between – I have seen firsthand that
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ours is an extraordinary community.
I can also testify to the unparalleled work
our team at CIJA performs – tirelessly and
often with little fanfare – on behalf of our
community and our cause. Because of their
diligent and strategic efforts, our community
has a strong voice where it matters. I invite
you to be a part of that voice by becoming
actively involved with CIJA.
Steve McDonald is Director, Policy and
Strategic Communications, at the Centre for
Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA)
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Rovving Rabbis.... continued from age 2
those buried there passed away at a relatively
young age, young mothers and fathers leaving
behind their young brood. One tombstone in
particular stood out, that of Philip 'Shrage
Faivel' Gordon, who passed away at age
fifty-two. Inscribed on his tombstone in
Hebrew is a verse paraphrasing the words of
King Solomon in Ecclesiastes (2:10), which
perhaps best encapsulates the sentiment of
those pioneers:
"A nd this was my reward for all my
endeavours - Edenbridge.”
From Edenbridge we continued on to
Prince Albert. PA was once home to a Jewish
community, and had its own synagogue
and cemetery. Today, the shul has become
a church, and to the best of our knowledge,
sadly almost no Jews remain in PA.
After following up with a few leads in town,
we went to the Saskatchewan Penitentiary,
which is unfortunately home to a handful
of Jewish inmates. Our spiritual mentor,
the Lubavitcher Rebbe, of blessed memory,
encouraged his students to touch Jewish souls
wherever circumstances find them, for while a
person's physical body can be confined, one's
soul is free as a bird, and it too needs to soar
high. We spent several hours with the inmates
in one-on-one meetings, lifting their spirits
and discussing how best to be productive
members of society once they're released.
We now traveled to the west of the province
- to North Battleford. Like many towns, it too
had its own synagogue, which discontinued
operations in the 90s. The shul is now a private
residence, occasionally being rented out as an
event hall and known as 'The Gog,' in tribute
to the synagogue that once occupied its space.
Online we couldn't find any information
on the existence of a Jewish cemetery, so
we did what we often do when arriving in a
town: make a stop at the City Hall. The clerk
was very helpful and showed us where the
Jewish section was on the cemetery map.
He informed us that just several months ago
a 104-year-old woman was buried in that
section. We inquired as to whether there are
any local Jews in town who handle Jewish
burials. The helpful clerk contacted the
cemetery manager, who told us that they do
it themselves as there is no longer any Jewish
burial society. “But,” he said, "there's one
Jewish family left in town. Friedman is the
name.”
Now we had to track down this family; but
where to start? We didn't even have a first
name. Off to the town library we went - to
check in the White Pages. We located two
Friedmans, so we figured we'd try them both.
The first wasn't home, so we tried the second
address. As we pulled up to the home, with the
ubiquitous Chabad menorah attached to the

roof of the car, a man stood outside waving
as if he was already expecting us. "I'd love
to meet with you," he said, "but I'm going to
fetch my dad now, and then we're going to
Saskatoon. "Follow me, and you'll meet my
dad and my sister.”
We followed him to his sister's house,
where to our amazement, three generations
of Friedmans were sitting on the front porch.
We discovered that the patriarch of the family,
Bob, had lived in North Battleford all his
life, and stayed on even after most of the
other Jewish families left. Bob's daughter
Rachel shared with us a newspaper clipping
of her Bat Mitzvah, the first -- and last -- that
North Battleford had seen. Rachel had a
sixteen-year-old son who had never had a Bar
Mitzvah, so we were delighted to celebrate
an impromptu one right there and then. As
we laid tefillin with the Bar Mitzvah boy for
his very first time, his sisters, parents, uncle,
and grandfather looked on proudly. Then,
his uncle and grandfather put the tefillin on,
too -- three generations binding themselves
to our beautiful, timeless tradition, as well
as to each other. Everyone recited the words
of the shema prayer together -- men, women,
and children. We encouraged Rachel and
her daughters to do the mitzvah of lighting

Rabbi Mendel laying Teffilin
with Bob Friedman

Shabbat candles and gave them several sets to
get started with. It was one of the highlights
of our experience as Roving Rabbis and a
meaningful moment for us all.
We visited the Jewish section of the
cemetery (which was consecrated in 1980)
and contains seven graves.
The next week we toured the south of the
province, from Moose Jaw to Estevan. Moose
Jaw is home to a majestic shul, perhaps the
most outstanding in the province. Built in
1926 and operating until the 60s, Moose Jaw
was once home to a large Jewish community.
Today, it lies abandoned, previously having
been used as a dance studio.
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We heard there was a Jewish family in
Weyburn, an hour and twenty minutes out
of Regina with a population of 10,000. We
parked outside City Hall to see if perhaps they
knew of any other Jews living there. As we
stepped out of our car, another car pulled up
alongside us. Rolling the window down, the
driver called out "Mah shlomcha?" ("How are
you?" in Hebrew). Excited, I went over and
asked him if he was Jewish, and sure enough,
he was! He invited us to follow him to his
house, where we spent a while with him and
his son, discussing all things Jewish. We later
discovered that this was, in fact, the family we
had heard about before, but the address we had
was wrong. Had he not spotted us, we would
not have found him.
They told us about another Jew living in
Hitchcock, a tiny hamlet outside of Estevan.
We called him but he informed us that, though
he lived in Israel for many years, he wasn't

Moose
Jaw Shul

actually Jewish. However, he shared
with us that the owner of a certain
establishment in Estevan is Jewish.
Intrigued, we headed out to the Energy

City.
According to information we found online,
the last Jew in Estevan had moved out several
years before. So who was this mysterious
Jew? We parked outside the store that our
friend from Hitchcock mentioned. A young
fellow greeted us at the counter. "Hey, we're
visiting rabbis looking for local Jewish
people. Someone mentioned that the owner
might be Jewish?"
"That's my grandad, Harvey Feldman.”
Harvey is eighty-five, he told us, and only
comes in during the morning hours. It was
early evening and he would be sleeping now,
we learned. We resolved to come back in two

days’ time.
Two days later, when we arrived back in
Estevan, we met Harvey's son in the store. He
told us that his father was at home. Harvey’s
son would have loved to talk to us himself
but was rushing out to an appointment. As he
was leaving, he jotted down Harvey's phone
number for us. We got through to him, and he
was happy to meet us right then at his home.
Harvey was, to the best of his knowledge,
the last Jew in Estevan. Estevan once had
a strong Jewish community with ties to the
Hirsch colony. The Estevan synagogue was
long closed, first becoming the home of the
town library and now the Drewitz School of
Dance .
Harvey's parents were from Poland and
had both come to the American shores
separately, though they had already known
each other back in the old country. They
later moved to Canada, and Harvey was born
in Calgary. After marrying, Harvey settled
in Estevan for his job. He told us how oneby-one all of Estevan’s Jews moved away
or passed on, leaving him alone, the last
Jew in town. Harvey had never laid tefillin
before, but recalled seeing his uncle don them
regularly. He gladly allowed us to assist him
in performing the mitzvah. We asked him if

he would like a mezuza for his front door,
and he was happy to put it up. Now Estevan
has a home with a mezuza on its doorway,
hanging proudly for all to see.
There are so many more anecdotes I can
relate, but space is limited. Something of
interest that some of you may have read
about in the news several years ago, is the
Melville Synagogue. It was reported that
the shul had been bought by a local, who
resolved to refurbish it and restore it to its
former glory. The outside of the shul indeed
looks beautiful, but the inside was converted
into a home, leaving just the front section of
the synagogue as it originally was, with plans

Melville Shul

to convert that into a house as well. To
the best of my knowledge, the Melville
Hebrew Synagogue is the second oldest
standing synagogue in the province, built
in 1921 and closed in 1970.
Another fascinating site is the Hirsch
Rabbi Mendel
Jewish community cemetery, located
, Steven Golu
boff
and Rabbi Eli
outside of
Citron
Estevan. There
are dozens of
graves with
unusually flowery
Hebrew inscriptions Jewish cemetery in Saskatchewan.
and many which
Thank you to Dr. Steven Goluboff for
are unmarked. The encouraging me to write something about
H i r s c h C o l o n y our experiences and for featuring it in The
was founded by Bulletin.And, last but not least, a huge thank
European Jews, and you to Rabbi and Rebbetzin Kats of Chabad
funded by Baron de of Saskatoon for giving us this tremendous
Hirsch of Germany. experience!
Its cemetery is the
only remnant of the

:
Rabbi Mendel Super hails from Melbourne,
Australia, and completed his Rabbinical
ordination last year at the Rabbinical College
Hirsch Mikvah
of America, in New Jersey. He was ordained
by the former Chief Rabbi of Israel, Rabbi
(no longer
Yisrael Meir Lau. He studied in southern
standing)
Israel, Florida, New Jersey, and is now
studying in Brooklyn, NY.
Rabbi Eli Citron is from Manhattan, New
York. He has studied in yeshivas in New York
and California. He was recently ordained
by Rabbi Dovid Schochet, the head of the
Rabbinical Court of Toronto. He recently
spent a year aiding the Jewish community
in Venezuela. He is currently furthering his
colony, the shul and mikvah
studies in Brooklyn, NY.
no longer standing. The cemetery was
established in 1892, making it the oldest
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Yahrzeits
August 31
Shore, Samuel
Abbey-Laliberte, Lori-Lynn
Gropper, Fannie
Trugman, M.
Katz, Abram
Landa, Harry
Landa, Leonard
Richman, Rae
Weiner, Gertrude
Buckwold, Alvin
Diament, David
Livergant, Neil
Feigenbaum, Fanny
Fogel, Sydney
Shatzer, Rena
Zaitlen, Masha
Sandbrand,Joseph

Av 30
Aug 31 (30)
Aug 31 (30)
Aug 31 (30)
Sept 1 (Elul 1)
Sept 1 (1)
Sept 1 (1)
Sept 1 (1)
Sept 1 (1)
Sept 1 (1)
Sept 2 (2)
Sept 2 (2)
Sept 2 (2)
Sept 4 (4)
Sept 5 (5)
Sept 5 (5)
Sept 5 (5)
Sept 6 (6)

September 7
Berenbom, Max
Aarons, Betty
Macarthy, Pauline
Pollock, Mary
Teplinsky,Eva
Diament, Rabbi Saul
Goldstein, Josef
Raichman, Philip
Richman, Sarah
Tabachnicoff, Rebecca
Shechtman, Anne
Diamant, Herschel
Diamond, Herschel
Korber, Simon D.
Aarons, Rae
Blumes, Edith
Gelmon, Greena
Gonick, Baby
Helfgott, Gertrude
Kaplan, Charles

Elul 7
Sept7 (7)
Sept 8 (8)
Sept 8 (8)
Sept 8 (8)
Sept 8 (8)
Sept 9 (9)
Sept 9 (9)
Sept 9 (9)
Sept 9 (9)
Sept 9 (9)
Sept 10 (10)
Sept 11 (11)
Sept 11 (11)
Sept 11 (11)
Sept 12 (12)
Sept 12 (12)
Sept 12 (12)
Sept 12 (12)
Sept 12 (12)
Sept 13 (13)

September 14
Xbelevsky, Yocheved
Gellman, Rose
Bloom, Mel
Cohen, Benjamin
Ludwig, Lily
Schulman, Louis
Tzalkovlch, Yosil
Fogel, Minnie
Greenblat, Celia Ida
Landa, Eastwood
Holderness, Briar
Claman, Rebecca
Pavey,Anne
Cantin, Katherine
Friedman, Clara
Ruttle, Irene
Brandt, Ben
Ditlove, Louis
Levitsky, Moses
McCarthy, Isaac
Ruskin, Ida

Elul 14
Sept 14 (14)
Sept 14 (14)
Sept 15 (15)
Sept 15 (15)
Sept 15 (15)
Sept 15 (15)
Sept 15 (15)
Septt 16 (16)
Septt 16 (16)
Septt 16 (16)
Sept 17 (17)
Sept 18 (18)
Sept 18 (18)
Sept 19 (19)
Sept 19 (19)
Sept 19 (19)
Sept 20 (20)
Sept 20 (20)
Sept 20 (20)
Sept 20 (20)
Sept 20 (20)

September 21
Avivi, June
Bellas, Anna
Cohen, Sophie
Cooperman, Beila Doba
Leonoff, ldy
Wine, Harry
Winocour, Freddie
Chertkow, Jacob M.
Ellison, John
Chotem, Isaac
Epstein, Ken
Hallis, Harry

Elul 21
Sept 21 (21)
Sept 21 (21)
Sept 21 (21)
Sept 21 (21)
Sept 21 (21)
Sept 21 (21)
Sept 21 (21)
Sept 22 (22)
Sept 22 (22)
Sept 23 (23)
Sept 23 (23)
Sept 23 (23)

Kreindel, Mario
Bernbaum, Leo
Freifeld, Hersh
Gumprich, Seigfried
Caplan, William
Clein, Rachel
Landa, Paul
McGettlgan, Cormac
Pollock, Samuel

Sept 24 (24)
Sept 25 (25)
Sept 25 (25)
Sept 25 (25)
Sept 26 (26)
Sept 26 (26)
Sept 26 (26)
Sept 26 (26)
Sept 27 (27)

September 28
Elul 28
Barsky, Joseph
Sept 28 (28)
Melamede, Mayer
Sept 28 (28)
Buckwold, Seymour Cyril Sept 29 (29)
Pollock, Alex
Sept 29 (29)
Adilman, Esther
Sept 20 (Tishrei 1)
Brook, Morris H.
Sept 30 (1)
Cooperman, Leib
Sept 30 (1)
Stier, Sofie
Sept 30 (1)
Zaitlen, Max
Sept 30 (1)
Katzman, Fraide D.
Oct 1 (2)
Rosenberg,Joseph
Oct 1 (2)
Goldstein, Benjamin
Oct 2 (3)
Neumann, Malchen
Oct 2 (3)
Bobowsky, Yitzhak
Oct 3 (4)
Sandbrand, Mark
Oct 3 (4)
Churchill, Lou
Oct 4 (5)
Solovey, Moses
Oct 4 (5)
October 5
Medline Morris
Sugarman, Helen
Bloom, Eunice
Goldstein, Shoshana
Landa, Ida
Wormann, Hulda
Adilman, Lena
Goorovitch, Anna
Lubin, Chana
Cohen, Brina
Melamede, Eva M.
Rizhanovsky, Grigory
Chertkow, Israel
Pashkovsky, Morris
Reznick, Sylvia
Switzer, Solomon
Caplan, Rebecca
Clay, Pat
Koffman, Jacob
Sugarman, Louis
Waldman, Gerald

Tishrei 6
Oct 5 (6)
Oct 5 (6)
Oct 6 (7)
Oct 6 (7)
Oct 6 (7)
Oct 6 (7)
Oct 8 (9)
Oct 8 (9)
Oct 8 (9)
Oct 9 (10)
Oct 9 (10)
Oct 9 (10)
Oct 10 (11)
Oct 10 (11)
Oct 10 (11)
Oct 10 (11)
Oct 11 (12)
Oct 11 (12)
Oct 11 (12)
Oct 11 (12)
Oct 11 (12)

October 12
Belman, Erin
Khayfets, Semyon
Minovitz, Etta
Rapaport, Arthur
Bonder, R.B.
Fingard, Michael
Lehrer, Henry
Adilman, Don
Pollak, Valerie
Shear, Gertrude
Tartar, Fanny
Arlinsky, Naomi
Burt, Rae
Sugarman, Miriam
Beberfall, Paula
Bernbaum, Samuel
Glick, Moses
Katzman, Saul
Levitt, Irving

Tishrei 13)
Oct 13 (14)
Oct 13 (14)
Oct 13 (14)
Oct 13 (14)
Oct 14 (15)
Oct 14 (15)
Oct 14 (15)
Oct 16 (17)
Oct 16 (17)
Oct 16 (17)
Oct 16 (17)
Oct 17 (18)
Oct 17 (18)
Oct 17 (18)
Oct 18 (19)
Oct 18 (19)
Oct 18 (19)
Oct 18 (19)
Oct 18 (19)

October 19
Hussman, Minnie
Sklar, Bella
Solsberg, Deborah
Katz, Abraham I
Shacter, Malka
Bernbaum, Freda Miriam
Goldstein, Dora
Badeker, S amuel

Tishrei 20
Oct 19 (20)
Oct 19 (20)
Oct 19 (20)
Oct 20 (21)
Oct 20 (21)
Oct 22 (23)
Oct 22 (23)
Oct 24 (25)

Baron, Philip
Brand, Dorothy
Weitzman, Hannah
Churchill, Abraham
Friedman, Sarah

Oct 24 (25)
Oct 24 (25)
Oct 24 (25)
Oct 25 (26)
Oct 25 (26)

October 26
Conn, Bernice
Goodman, Sydney
Cutler, Frances
Entol, Meyer
Winocour, Leo
Brown, Sarah
Goluboff, Avram
Isaacsen, Leo
Shaw, Frances
Chertkow, Bessie
Goldstein, Ben
Handelman, Abram B.
Pavey, Rabbi Roger
Sklar, Mary
Vogel Sarah

Tishrei 28
Oct 27 (28)
Oct 27 (28)
Oct 28 (29)
Oct 28 (29)
Oct 28 (29)
Oct 29(30)
Oct 29 (30)
Oct 30 (Heshvan 1)
Oct 30 (1)
Oct 30 (1)
Oct 30 (1)
Oct 30 (1)
Oct 30 (1)
Oct 30 (1)
Oct 30 (1)

November 2
Caplan, Sylvia
Mazer, Oscar
Miller, Robert
Horlick, Louis
Kolominsky, Yakov
Laimon, Melvin
Milavsky, Jack
Singer, Leiser
Stier, Michael
Katz, Esar
Lehrer, Asher
Mallin, Rose
Rapaport, Labe

Heshvan 4
Nov 2 (4)
Nov 2 (4)
Nov 4 (6)
Nov 5 (7)
Nov 5 (7)
Nov 5 (7)
Nov 5 (7)
Nov 5 (7)
Nov 5 (7)
Nov 7 (9)
Nov 7 (9)
Nov 7 (9)
Nov 8 (10)

November 9
Goldenberg, Clara E.
Waiser, Solomon
Arshawsky, Frank
Hamir, David
Teitelbaum, Dina
Arshawsky, Tassie
Blum, Irene
Dawson, Karen
Hock, Clara
Horlick, Philip
Kavsky, M.
Landau, Esther
Rose, Elsie H.
Ghitter, Sonia
Heubsch, Karl
Kanitz, Miklos (Mike)
Levington, Harold
Sass, Morris
Sonnenschein, Abe
Altschul, Rudolph
Brook, Peter R.
Reznick, Celia

Heshvan 11
Nov 9 (11)
Nov 9 (11)
Nov 10 (12)
Nov 11 (13)
Nov 11 (13)
Nov 12 (14)
Nov 12 (14)
Nov 12 (14)
Nov 12 (14)
Nov 12 (14)
Nov 12 (14)
Nov 12 (14)
Nov 12 (14)
Nov 13 (15)
Nov 13 (15)
Nov 13 (15)
Nov 13 (15)
Nov 13 (15)
Nov 14 (16)
Nov 15 (17)
Nov 15 (17)
Nov 15 (17)

November 16
Davidner, Rose
Mondrus, Bella
Schwartz, Frank
Shwartz, Frank
Volansky, Michla
Avol, Jack
Shore, Nechi
Winocour, Mania
Brook, Baby
Newman, Liba
Pollock, Sarah
Davidner, Esther
Swartz, Lily
Crone, Ray
Ruskin, Richard
Drabinsky, Isaac
Ponak, Samuel
Wormann, Bertholt

Heshvan 18
Nov 16 (18)
Nov 17 (19)
Nov 17 (19)
Nov 17 (19)
Nov 17 (19)
Nov 18 (20)
Nov 18 (20)
Nov 18 (20)
Nov 19 (21)
Nov 19 (21)
Nov 19 (21)
Nov 20 (22)
Nov 20 (22)
Nov 21 (23)
Nov 21 (23)
Nov 22 (24)
Nov 22 (24)
Nov 22 (24)
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November 23
Feldman, Laurie
King Jaffe, Geraldine
Buller, Nathan
Sugarman, Samule
Applebaum, Reva
Fromson, Sam
Grobman, Molly
Zhivotovsky, Harry
Claman, Katie
Gonor, Allan
Gumprich, Louise
Silverman, Vina A
Weitzman, Jack

Heshvan 25
Nov 23 (25)
Nov 23 (25)
Nov 24 (26)
Nov 24 (26)
Nov 25 (27)
Nov 26 (28)
Nov 26 (28)
Nov 27 (29)
Nov 29 (Kislev 1)
Nov 29 (1)
Nov 29 (1)
Nov 29 (1)
Nov 29 (1)

November 30
Claman, Samuel
Gross, Moisha
Lehrer, Adolf
Lertzman, Zlotta
Minovitz, Harry
Spector, Bella
Sugarman, Jack
Goodman, Sam
Miller, Frank
Sarblut, Julie
Segal, Eleanor
Hearn, Jack
Hock, Sarah
Laimon, Samuel
Levy, Louis M.
Pavey, Harold
Richman, Hyman Isadore
Beaverman, Fanny**
Bodovsky, Wolfe
Broudy, Harry
Chorsky, Abraham
Fayerman, Alexander
Katz, Joseph
Pavey, Miriam
Steiger, Dorothy
Sternberg, Anette
Solsberg, Ytzchak
Fogel, Isaac
Katz, Ann
Nulman, Ethel
Padolsky, Mayer
Polatnic, Halevi

Kislev 2
Nov 30 (2)
Nov 30 (2)
Nov 30 (2)
Nov 30 (2)
Nov 30 (2)
Nov 30 (2)
Nov 30 (2)
Dec 1 (3)
Dec 1 (3)
Dec 1 (3)
Dec 1 (3)
Dec 2 (4)
Dec 2 (4)
Dec 2 (4)
Dec 2 (4)
Dec 2 (4)
Dec 2 (4)
Dec 3 (5)
Dec 3 (5)
Dec 3 (5)
Dec 3 (5)
Dec 3 (5)
Dec 3 (5)
Dec 3 (5)
Dec 3 (5)
Dec 3 (5)
Dec 4 (6)
Dec 5 (7)
Dec 5 (7)
Dec 5 (7)
Dec 6 (8)
Dec 6 (8)

December 7
Kislev 9
Blum, Richard
Dec 7 (9)
Butler, Rebecca
Dec 7 (9)
Friedman, Samuel
Dec 7 (9)
Sharzer, Sarah
Dec 7 (9)
Dachis, Zelda
Dec 8 (10)
Friedman, Harry
Dec 8 (10)
Segal, Joseph
Dec 8 (10)
Shiffman, Anne
Dec 8 (10)
Springman, Ella
Dec 8 (10)
Flikshteyn, Mina
Dec 9 (11)
Gersher, Grisha
Dec 9 (11)
Goldenberg, Isaac Moishe Dec 9 (11)
Golumbia, Philip
Dec 9 (11)
Katz, Sally
Dec 9 (11)
Hamir, Malke
Dec 10 (12)
Waiser, Bessie
Dec 10 (12)
Avivi, Chaya
Dec 11 (13)
Flngard, Bernie
Dec 11 (13)
Shapero, Eli
Dec 11 (13)
Sklar, Annie
Dec 11 (13)
Hatklin, Beatrice
Dec 12 (14)
Soiffer, Aida
Dec 12 (14)
Davidner, Mary-Ida
Dec 13 (15)
Flikshteyn, Tanya
Dec 13 (15)
Shaffer, Nathan
Dec 13 (15)
Shore, Ben
Dec 13 (15)
Teplinsky, David
Dec 13 (15)
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Concert and David L.
Kaplan Bust Dedication
Posted in Arts & Culture
September 13th, 2019

Dr. David Kaplan (PhD) was an inspirational mentor to
generations of music students at the University of Saskatchewan.
The Department of Music is honoured to present a
concert celebrating the life and influence of Dr. David
L. Kaplan (1923–2015), a composer, Department of
Music faculty member and inspirational leader.

Friday, Sept. 13 – 7:30–9:30 pm
Quance Theatre, Education
Building, 28 Campus Dr.
Free and open to the public
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Monday

Sept 2019 • Elul 5779 / Tishrei 5780

1 Elul 1

2 Elul 2

Community Trip to
Edenbridge
10:00 am

8

OFFICE CLOSED

Elul 8
Unveiling for June Avivi
11:00 am
Unveiling for Mirka Pollak
11:30 am

October 2019 • Tishrei / Heshvan 5780

3 Elul 3

Friday
Wednesday Thursday
6
Elul
6
4 Elul 4
5 Elul 5
Elul

10 Elul 10

11 Elul 11

12 Elul 12

16 Elul 16

17 Elul 17

18 Elul 18

19 Elul 19

22

23 Elul 23

24

25 Elul 25

26 Elul 26

Elul 22

Elul 24

Saturday
7 Elul 7
SOFETIM

*Kevin Sharfe

15 Elul 15

13 Elul 13
Shabbat at Home
7:00 pm
Linda and Arnie Shaw

20 Elul 20

14 Elul 14

KI TETSE
*Zoe Litman

21 Elul 21

KI TAVO

*Steven Simpson

27 Elul 27

28 Elul 28

NITSAVIM

*Michael Scharfstein

29 Elul 29

November 2019 • Heshvan / Kislev 5780

9 Elul 9

Tuesday

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Service
7:30 pm
*Perry Jacobson

30 Tishrei 1

OFFICE CLOSED
Rosh Hashanah Service
9:00 am *Harold Shiffman
Service 7:30 pm
*Michael Gertler

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
		1 Tishrei 2

OFFICE CLOSED
Rosh Hashanah 2 Service
9:00 am
*Kevin Sharfe

6 Tishrei 7

Cemetery Visitation
9:30 am

13 Tishrei 14
20 Tishrei 21
27 Tishrei 28

7 Tishrei 8
14 Tishrei 15

OFFICE CLOSED
Sukkot 1 Service
9:00 am

21 Tishrei 22

OFFICE CLOSED
Shemini Atseret Yizkor
Simchat TorahService
5:30 pm – Potluck Supper

28 Tishrei29

8

Tishrei 9
Erev Yom Kippur Service
6:00 pm
*Kevin Sharfe

15 Tishrei 16

OFFICE CLOSED

22 Tishrei 23

OFFICE CLOSED
Simchat Torah

Friday
Wednesday Thursday
4 Tishrei 5
2 Tishrei 3
3 Tishrei 4

Saturday

5 Tishrei 6

VAYELEKH
*Perry Jacobson

9 OFFICE
Tishrei 10
CLOSED

Yom Kippur 9:30 am
*Kevin Sharfe
Service 5:15 pm Havdalah
7:15 pm **Kevin Sharfe

16 Tishrei 17

23 TTishrei 24

10 Tishrei 11

11 Tishrei 12

12 Tishrei 13
HA'AZINU
*Marsha Scharfstein

17

Tishrei 18

24 Tishrei 25

18 Tishrei 19

Shabbat at Home
7:00 pm
Steven and Leila Goluboff

25 Tishrei 26

19 Tishrei 20

SHABBAT HOL HAMO'ED
*Nicky Gitlin

26 Tishrei 27

BERESHIT

*Steven Simpson

29 Tishrei 30

30

Heshvan 1
Annual General Meeting
7:30 pm

31 Heshvan 2

Friday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday Thursday
1
Heshvan
3
					

Saturday
2 Heshvan 4
NOAH

*Lesley-Anne Crone

3 Heshvan 5
10 Heshvan 12

4 Heshvan 6
11 Heshvan 13

5 Heshvan 7

Silver Plate Dinner

12 Heshvan 14

6 Heshvan 8

7 Heshvan 9

18 Heshvan 20

13 Heshvan 15

14 Heshvan 16

15 Heshvan 17
Shabbat at Home
7:00 pm
Matthew and Victoria Taras

19 Heshvan 21

9 Heshvan 11

LEKH LEKHA

Kristallnacht Remembrance
*Steven Simpson

OFFICE CLOSED

17 Heshvan 19

8 Heshvan 10

20 Heshvan 22

21 Heshvan 23

22 Heshvan 24

16 Heshvan 18

VAYERA

*Michael Gertler

23 Heshvan 25

HAYYEI SARAH
*Harold Shiffman

24 Heshvan 26

25 Heshvan 27

26 Heshvan 28

27 Heshvan 29

29 Kislev 1

30 Kislev 2

TOLEDOT

*Lesley-Anne Crone

This page is sponsored by B’nai Brith Lodge #739
* Bema Roster

28 Heshvan 30

