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Join us for a community trip to visit 
the Beth Israel Synagogue and the 

Jewish cemetery in Edenbridge.

Sunday, July 7th

If you are interested please 
contact Rabbi Claudio

EDENBRIDGE 
COMMUNITY TRIP

The  la rg -
est project in 
the history of 
Congregation 
Agudas Israel 
since the Jew-
ish Communi-
ty Centre was 
built in 1958 
is becoming a 
reality.

A s  m o s t 
everyone was 
advised earlier 
our original 
concept plan 
turned out to 
be too expen-
sive, coming 
in at an esti-
mated budget 

of almost $3.9 million.  As a result, we went 
back to the drawing board and revised our 
plans to not include a large addition, but to 

The Legacy Project
A	Dream	Becoming	A	Reality

by Grant Scharfstein

add an elevator at the main entrance and to 
totally redo and refurbish the existing build-
ing, including all new electrical and mechani-
cal (including air conditioning).  The result 
of the new plan will be a completely up to 
date and modern facility to accommodate our 
religious, social and educational needs for the 
next generations.  It will be a facility we will 
all be proud of.

As of the writing of this article we have 
donations/pledges totaling $2.97 million.  We 
want to get to $3.2 million. We are working 
on finalizing our budget and, based on our 
research and investigation to date, expect it to 
be no more than $3.2 million and, hopefully, 
it will be closer to $3.0 million in total.

The Board of Trustee’s has approved the 
project proceeding at this time, but our fund 
raising MUST continue.  The current tentative 
timeline for this project is as follows:

May 27: Final construction drawings  
 completed;
June 17: Sub-trade tenders close;

June 18: Final budget presented for  
 approval;
June 25: Subtrade contracts awarded;
June 25–  
July 7:  Building packed up and moved 

to storage;
July 8: Asbestos remediation and  
 demolition begin;
August 31: Construction/Renovations  
 begin;
April 30, 2020: Construction complete.

In the course of preparing for renovations 

HOW YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE

Every contribution to the CAI Legacy Project – Capital Fund Raising Campaign will be eligible for a charitable donation receipt from Congregation Agudas 
Israel.  Congregation Agudas Israel is registered as a charity with the Canada Revenue Agency.  Our registration number is 106967169 RR0001    
                     .  
Here’s an example of how a contribution of $10,000 from a Saskatchewan resident will be treated for tax purposes:

You make a donation of $10,000 in 2017 and you are a Saskatchewan resident;
 1.The Federal charitable tax credit rate is 15% on the first $200 and 29% on the balance of the donation.  
    Your Federal tax credit is therefore $2,872;
 2. The Saskatchewan charitable tax credit rate is 11% on the first $200 and 15% on the balance of the 
    donation. Your provincial charitable tax credit is therefore $1,492.

Your net cost, after the tax saving, is actually only $5,636.  This benefit is available for each and every year you make the donation in the event your donation is 
spread over a number of years.

There are also significant tax benefits for gifts of publicly listed securities. We would be pleased to discuss this option with you at any time.

To get involved in the CAI Legacy Project Capital Fund Raising Campaign please call,  send a cheque or fill out the ‘Pledge Form’ insert included in this 
brochure and send it to:

Grant Scharfstein
200 – 123 2nd Ave. S.
Saskatoon Saskatchewan, S7K 7E6
Or email it to: gscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com

Cheques are to be made out to CAI Legacy Project

You can also contribute online by Debit or Visa by going to the Congregation Agudas Israel Website at www.agudasisrael.org  and clicking on ‘Legacy Project’ 

We need you to participate in this life changing Legacy Project - if you have any 
questions or comments please contact Grant Scharfstein at 

gscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com or by calling 306-653-2838. 
Thank you for your consideration.

THE CAI LEGACY PROJECT 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

CONGREGATION 
AGUDAS ISRAEL

SASKATOON, SASKATCHEWAN

FACILITY RENEWAL PLAN 2017

TAX BENEFITS

MAKING A DONATION OR PLEDGE

The time is now, the 
need is great.  As our 

grandparents and   
parents did for us, so 
too shall we do for 

the next generations 

L’dor V’dor

The Legacy Fund
How high 
can we go!

June  95%

continued on page 16
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What do skinny dipping with Bob Rae, edge 
walking the CN Tower with Jann Arden and 
cuddling baby polar bear cubs have to do with 
the 2019 Silver Spoon Dinner? Well, they were 
just part of the hilarious presentation to the 
women at this year’s Dinner by our celebrity 
speaker, well-known Canadian TV personal-
ity and comedian: Rick Mercer.  Using his 
famous story-telling ranting style, combined 
with hysterical video clips, Rick explored what 
it means to be Canadian in a way that had all 
the women roaring with laughter and loving 
the evening. What an amazing entertainer!!!

This was our 29th annual Silver Spoon Din-
ner – What an accomplishment.  It’s possible 
that this Silver Spoon Dinner, held Monday, 
May 6th, may have been our best Silver Spoon 
ever. The feedback from the 785 women in at-
tendance has been incredibly positive. Besides 
the rave reviews about Rick Mercer, they loved 
that the room looked fantastic, the Blossoms' 
flowers were stunning, the meal was delicious, 
the prizes were awesome, and the fun never 
stopped. Add in free liquor, pampering touches 
and the opportunity to shop at our awesome Si-
lent Auction and it was bound to be a success. 
We’ve definitely got a winning formula. There 
is no doubt that we continue to be Saskatoon’s 
premiere women’s gala fundraiser. 

Once again, our MC for the evening was the 
delightful Shauna Foster, C95 Radio Host. 
New to the line-up this year was Karen Toews, 
who presented the Sterling Award, represent-
ing CIBC Wood Gundy, our new sponsor 
of the Sterling Award. The Sterling Award 
recognizes a remarkable unsung volunteer 
and community leader, for her contribution 
to life in Saskatoon and area. It’s always a 
highlight of the evening to hear the announce-
ment of the Sterling Award Winner. This 
year’s winner was Dr.	Effie	Kutsogiannis. 
She was honoured for her many volunteer 
contributions in Saskatoon, including her 
work with the United Way, Saskatoon Folk-
fest, Meewasin Valley Authority’s “Meewasin 
Matters” capital campaign and the Saskatoon 
Greek Community. What an amazing women! 
Such a well-deserved award.

As in past, the elegant Grand Salon at TCU 
Place was electric as we awaited the winners 
of the Balloon Pop Air Canada Trip for Two 
(Shelley	Novakoski) and the 50/50 winner 
(Terike Miller- $6000). New this year (and 
incredibly well-received by the ladies) was the 
“Safe Ride Home” program. Once again our 
Silent Auction items and door prizes were out-

29th 
Annual

by Linda Shaw

continued on page 15
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The	Mission	Statement	of	Congregation	Agudas	Israel
Congregation	Agudas	Israel	is	a	spiritual,	religious,	educational	and	social	home	committed	to	deepening	
the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in the historical traditions of 
the	Jewish	people.	We	are	a	progressive,	democratic	and	sensitive	congregation	responding	to	the	widest	
spectrum	of	Jewish	thought	and	practice.
Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

FROM	OUR	CONGREGATIONAL	FAMILYEditorial 
by Steven Goluboff

continued on page 16
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Mazel	Tov	and	Congratulations	to:
Heather and Les Fenyes and Sherwood and Elaine Sharfe upon the honour of son and 

grandson, Noah Fenyes being call to the Bar of the Province of Ontario.
Heather Fenyes, along with four other volunteers who were recognized by Soroptomist, a 
global volunteer organization that improves the lives of women and girls through programs 

leading to social and economic empowerment. 
Sherwood and Elaine Sharfe on the birth of their fifth grandchild, a grandson for their 

son Yehoshua and Paula Sharfe. 
Heather Englebert who attended our community Bet Din and was welcomed to our 

community and Jewish family.
Daniel	Katzman who signed the rolls an thereby accepted into the Law Society of 

Saskatchewan.

Condolences To:
The	family	and	friends	of	Mirka	Pollak who passed away recently.
Rhoda	Broudy	and	family on the death of her husband Albert Broady.

Michelle Bobowsky, former member of our congregation, upon the death of her mother 
Jennie Bobowsky.

Petty Landa, longtime member of CAI now living in Toronto and her daughter Elaine, on 
the death of Elaine’s husband Stephan Dewar in Toronto. 

Rabbi	Claudio	Jodorkovsky	and	family on the death of his grandmother Rosa Fessler, 
who died at the age of 103 in Santiago, Chile.

Yasher	Koach	and	Shalom	To:
Dr. Cindi Cohen and family who are moving to Barrie, Ontario.

Todah Rabah /Thank you to:
United Israel Appeal and Jewish Federations who have accepted and provided a $2000 

grant to a project of Rabbi Claudio’s to provide a monthly Shabbat dinner for young 
couples in our community.

Harold	Shiffman for his four dedicated years as President of CAI

It has been 61 years 
since I along with 
many other adults and 
children lined the side-
walk to the entrance 
of the new Congrega-

tion Agudas Israel synagogue, built to meet 
the needs of a growing Jewish community 
who had moved from a traditional Orthodox 
synagogue on Avenue F, to what seemed to 
be a more relevant Conservative one on Mc-
Kinnon Ave. As well, the west side Jewish 
population was gradually transitioning to the 
east side of Saskatoon. Most of us grew up in 
the University, Nutana and the just expanding 
Grosvenor Park areas. There wasn’t much 
east of Grosvenor or north of Ruth Street. At 
our peak in the 1950’s, there were probably 
close to 200 Jewish families. My own class of 
1948 consisted of about 30 students. The same 
could be said of many classes of that era. We 
all know that the Province of Saskatchewan, 
whose population was one million at that time, 
is barely more than that now. We know that 
our province’s best exports are grain, potash, 
uranium and of course people. Our parents 
and grandparents were largely first or second 
generation families with roots in Eastern 
Europe. They populated the west in rural 
and urban communities and had a significant 
presence in the professional, academic and 
business affairs of Saskatoon as many moved 
from rural Saskatchewan to the city. But as in 
the case of many from Saskatchewan, as my 
generation completed our studies, the exodus 
began and every major city in Canada and 
others around the world have benefitted from 
the formidable and solid education and Jewish 
upbringing they received in Saskatoon. Our 
parents and grandparents had the vision to lay 
the groundwork to maintain a strong Jewish 
community in Saskatoon. The opening of our 
present synagogue 61 years ago attests to that 
vision. But as Grant Scharfstein describes in 
more detail in this issue of The Bulletin, time 
has created the necessity to move forward with 
a much needed complete renovation and mod-
ernization of the our present building. There 
are sceptics with valid concerns regarding the 
viability of a Jewish community in Saskatoon 
and embarking on a project that will cost 
over $ 3 million dollars. If we build, will they 
come? If I had that crystal ball, I would be pur-
chasing lottery tickets every week and donatng 

much of the proceeds to ensuring the project 
does receive adequate funding. We are not far 
off the projected goal of funds required. Many 
have been generous and the need to reach out 
to secure this goal will be the dedicated task in 
the next few months. I believe that once eve-
ryone sees the beginning of construction, the 
belief in the project will become even more 

appealing. Our alumni have been generous 
but we have only touched the surface of those 
who owe their Saskatoon Jewish roots an ap-
preciation of what their early years provided 
them. Recently, a few of us had the pleasure 
to visit with one of those individuals, known 
by me and other when he was a kid, as Eddie 
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Divrei Harav – Rabbi Claudio’s Message
Reflections	After	The	Passing	Of	My	Grandmother

By Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky

From	the	President
by Harold Shiffman, President, CAI

Premium kosher table wines 
available at Saskatoon Co-op 
Wines & Spirits, Blairmore Centre 
& 8th St. 

Find a wide selection of Galil 
Mountain and Teperberg wines 
from Israel at attractive prices.ISRAEL

from

Imported by International Cellars Inc. Vancouver, BC
Ad compliments of Norman Gladstone

continued on page 17

When I began as 
president four years 
ago, the first item on 
my agenda was the 
revitalisation of our 
building. It has taken 

the entirety of my presidency to reach a point 
where we are ready to put shovel to ground, 
but at least it is about to happen. None of it, 
of course, could have happened without the 
hard work of many volunteers and all those 
who donated funds. I would like to specifically 
thank Grant Scharfstein who volunteered to 
head up the committee four years ago and who 
has worked countless hours to see its success. 
Grant would also expect me to remind you 
that just because we are about to begin our 
renovation, does not mean we are not in need 

of more donations. Please consider giving to 
this important cause if you can – we still have 
much more to do.

Outside of The Legacy Project, I also set out 
to restructure the way our board did business. 
Instead of managing operational matters, the 
board should be setting policy while letting 
strong committees handle the heavy-lifting. 
Our board functions well and has started to 
push-back on operational activities. Now we 
need to build up our committee strength to 
ensure the community’s continued success. 

Although I know there would be no objec-
tion were I to consider another two-year term, 
another goal of mine was to build competence 
in our new board members and encourage 
succession. We still need some work gradu-
ally bringing new members into leadership 

positions and rid ourselves of the “trial-by-
fire” typical of board initiation, however if 
we can put new potential board members 
into committee positions first, it could help 
bolster their skillset before taking on more 
demanding roles. 

The future for me is not one of peace and 
quiet, however, as I intend to run for chair of 
the Synagogue and Ritual Committee. This 
will still provide me with a satisfying chal-
lenge while awarding me the opportunity to 
watch someone else take their turn at com-
munity leadership. Thank you for this moment 
and I hope you found the balance of my last 
four years to have been more successes than 
failures.

On April 29th, Ni-
san 24th, my grand-
mother Rosa Fessler, 
Rachel bat Israel Leib 
V’Rivkah,  passed 

away in Santiago, Chile, at the age of 103. 
Born in Vatra Dorna, Romania, my grand-
mother left her family to marry my grandfa-
ther in Czernowitz, never seeing her parents 
again. She endured the Holocaust and a long 
odyssey that included France, Israel (then 
British Palestine) and Argentina, to arrive in 
Chile.  Together with my grandfather they 
began to rebuild their lives. We don’t know 
much about their lives during the Holocaust. 
She lost a child in the hospital, she was alone; 
my grandfather was a forced laborer at a camp 
in Transnistria.  She never knew whether the 
child was born dead or was taken from her 
alive. Tragically, in Chile she again suffered 
the death of a child; her son died of Polio at 
the age of 8. Despite all the challenges my 
grandparents always moved forward and 
rebuilt their lives. My grandmother studied 
and worked and was able to live for more 
than a century seeing grandchildren and great-
grandchildren grow up. 

As a Rabbi I have helped many families 
during the passing of a loved one and through 

the mourning process. I have learned many 
things watching congregants face tragedy and 
process the death of a parent or grandparent. 
Many times, when a person has lived a long 
life, you hear people trying to comfort the 
mourners with expressions that minimize 
their pain: “But she lived a long life”, “it was 
time…”. Offering condolences is never easy. 
As a member of the mourning family I learned 
that it doesn’t matter how long a person has 
lived, it will always be painful and sad to 
experience the passing of a loved one. You 
are grateful for the long life shared and the 
many years you enjoyed together, but death 
is always sad and challenging. You can be re-
lieved for knowing that your loved one is now 
resting after a long illness, but you are broken 
inside at the same time for knowing that she is 

not with you anymore, at least in this world. 
Death, no matter the circumstances, pushes 
you to contemplate life through a different 
lens, to see yourself in a mirror and to evaluate 
who you are. You are forced to see the many 
blessings you have in life and who you want 
to become in the future.  

Because of my occupation I knew our tradi-
tions around death and mourning are centered 
on the mourners, their feelings and needs. I 
have learned from many sources and experi-
ences with my congregants in my 18 years as 
a Rabbi. However, this time as the mourning 
grandchild I understood the profound wisdom 
and compassion of our Rabbis when they 
established our laws and rites. I feel so proud 
and grateful to belong to a five thousand 
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Miroslava (Mirka)  Pollak passed away 
peacefully at Stonebridge Crossing on April 
13, 2019. Mirka was born in  Czechoslovakia 
on May 28th, 1920. She emigrated to 
Saskatoon with her husband Dr. Viktor Pollak 
in 1968, where Viktor began an illustrious 
career as a biomedical engineer at the 
University of Saskatchewan. She worked as 
a senior housekeeping supervisor for many 
years for the Ramada and Sheraton Cavalier 
hotels. Mirka and Viktor travelled extensively 
and particularly enjoyed their many cruise 

Obituaries
Mirka Pollak... 1920-2019

vacations. As well, they spent many happy 
summers at their cottage at Meeting Lake. 
Viktor passed away in 1998. Mirka was 
predeceased by a daughter, Iva and survived 
by another daughter Alena in the Czech 
Republic, and three grandchildren.  Thank 
you to all her friends and caregivers who 
supported Mirka in her later years. A graveside 
funeral service took place at the Agudas Israel 
Cemetery on Monday, April 15th. at 1:30 pm., 
conducted by  Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky .

Albert Broudy... 1929-2019
Obituary by Son-in-Law – Tobin Robbins

Albert Broudy died at St. Paul’s Hospital 
in Saskatoon on May 3, 2019. 

In an exchange of emails with a long time 
friend, I told him that Albert had died at 89.

His reply: 
“By any measurement that is a long life; 

and I hope that it has been happily lived.”
After receiving this reply, I asked my wife, 

Albert’s daughter Sandra, whether Albert had 
a happy life?” Her simple answer -“YES”.

I’d go further and say that Albert was a 
good man. He loved and supported his family, 
was a successful small town Saskatchewan 

businessman and contributed to Melfort and 
District, his community for 87 years, by, 
among other things, chairing both the regional 
school board and the regional hospital board.

Harvey Field, a recently retired BC Pro-
vincial Court Judge, who resided in Melfort 
until leaving for university, said this of Albert:

“I always remember how kind Albert was 
when I frequently saw him working away at 
the pharmacy and also helping my mother 
who had a heart condition due to rheumatic 
fever. He’ll be missed in the Melfort com-
munity. A very fine, mild mannered man who 

continued on page 14

CLINKSKILL
She  l i ved  a t 

Clinkskill Manor 
on 19th Street. She 
said it was the best 
thing she ever did, 
and she regretted 
that my dad did not 
experience it. She 

loved it there, she loved her apartment, her 
friends, her routines, the river. She lived in 
her apartment until her final days. She loved 
living with a view of the river, but when the 
River Landing expanded with the building of 
the Remai Art Gallery, she was disgruntled but 

Jennie Bobowsky... 1937-2019
	A	Eulogy	From	Family

made it work. She enjoyed going to the 11th 
floor to watch the construction. She would 
buy hamburgers and ice cream outside, and 
many of her friends would keep a watchful 
eye when she was out.

She was a Secretary for a condo commit-
tee and involved herself in Tuesday Toast & 
Coffees, Bingos, colouring, dinners, celebra-
tions, gossip, Coop buses/outings. She would 
involve herself in Tikkun Olam (Charity) by 
buying ice cream or 50/50 tickets. She would 
supervise puzzle assembly and admonish ad-
vice. She would walk the halls for exercise, 
go downstairs to “check things out” and even 

on her last day was calling her friends “Honey 
Bunny” and giving direction to finish the 
puzzle. She would help herself to sweets and 
treats. She didn’t have much but she would 
share potatoes chips, her Manischevitz, big 
hugs and her presence alone is what was 
most appreciated. She loved snooping about, 
reading the bulletin boards, looking in the 
cupboards and her mailboxes.

JEWISH
Mom volunteered at Sisterhood and Hadas-

sah events and community events like Folkfest 

In Loving Memory Of

Jennie Rose Bobowski
August 5, 1937 ~ March 2, 2019

Funeral Service
Monday, March 4, 2019

Saskatoon Saskatchewan
Agudas Israel Synagogue

Rabbi Jeremy Parnes

Family Tributes

Pallbearers
Bernie Poulin   Robert Hanly
Ryan Poulin   Kim Sobkowicz

Bryan Wallace   Murray Qualie

Honorary Pallbearers
Jack Poulin   Bill Wallace

Interment
Agudas Israel Cemetery

Friends are invited to join the family for the 
Meal of Condolence at the Edwards Family Centre 

(4th Ave. and 25th Street) following the interment service

continued on page 15
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Free Shuttle Service 
Pick-up and Delivery 
7:30 a.m. - 5:15 p.m.

Body Shop 
The Body Shop provides

Free Loaners on all SGI or 
Retail Collision Claims

550 Brand Road • Saskatoon
374-6330	•	Toll	Free	1-877-374-6330

GMC

I remember a time 
when I was little that 
I went to shul with my 
zayda in Montreal. 
He was orthodox and 

it was Simchat Torah. My normally austere 
zayda was overjoyed, dancing with me on his 
shoulders and beaming with pride. I didn’t get 
it. These people who were normally standing 
like mourners at a funeral on Saturday morn-
ings when they could be watching cartoons, 
it wasn’t for me.

After my Bar-Mitzvah the Rabbi turned to 
me and asked “so we will see you in syna-
gogue then?” and I turned to him and said 
“no”. I was true to my word, and decades 
passed me by. I never missed synagogue or 
Hebrew. 

My brother was diagnosed as mentally ill 
when I was 20. A big part of his illness was a 
laser focus on Judaism and the 613 mitzvot. 
He was living like he was part of a monastic 
order, detailing his interpretation of the com-
mandments with anyone who would challenge 
him on why we needed to duct tape the fridge 
lights, or why he would pre-cook two days of 
food on Friday mornings. Religion, to me, was 
a thing to be wary of, a sickness of reason. I 
still think it can be.

I share this to say, religious practice can be 
off-putting. 

When my son was born, despite all the 
above I wanted to have him circumcised. My 
Catholic/secular wife and I arrived at the idea 
that if he isn’t a Jew when he is young, he will 
never be a Jew. On the other hand, if he wants 
to be a Catholic all he really has to do is show 
up and say he wants to be saved, Christians 
are funny that way. Our son became Jewish to 
preserve his options, which as we saw it were: 
Jewish, Catholic, or irreligious. 

At some point Rabbi Claudio invited us to 
attend more regularly. In the interest of full 
disclosure I was coming to the end of my 
business degree and thought the synagogue 
might be a good place to network, to find 
post-graduation work. So, there it is, I started 
coming to synagogue every once and awhile 
in the hopes that one of you might help me 
find a job.

A comment from Rabbi Claudio to my wife 
had made a major impact on her. He asked her 
“Why do you want your son and husband to 
be Jewish; you think it’s better for them, is it 

Courage and Context
by Matthew Taras, Associate Editor

not better for you too?”, and after months of 
indecision and discussion, she decided he was 
right. It was better for her. So now we attend 
synagogue weekly as part of her conversion 
process. 

As duty to attend became habit, the habit 
became enjoyable. I wouldn’t say that I was 
sold on the spiritual meaningfulness of 
synagogue, you can ask my wife if she feels 
that way, she might. But attendance became 
increasingly a part of my identity, because I 
was discovering a community around me that 
I enjoyed. I wanted to be there every Saturday 
to shake hands, and catch up, enjoy a lunch 
and tell a few jokes.

This enjoyment carried me more and more 
into being a synagogue regular. A part of me 
likes when we don’t make a minyan because 
it shortens the prayers an hour, and sure that’s 
great. But a larger part of me despairs. I de-
spair because it is a letdown for the commu-
nity and a visible sign that we are floundering. 
I despair because I like Rabbi Claudio and 
recognize the effort he puts into his work, and 
I see in him genuine hurt when his effort isn’t 
rewarded by a growing and caring community. 

The truth is it hurts his feelings; but it hurts 
my feelings as well. 

One evening at a barely attended event 
the discussion turned to why people are not 
coming. It was said that it was a lack of social 
community feeling. I agree, not because the 
social community doesn’t exist, but because 
people who aren’t there don’t acknowledge 
that it exists, so it can’t grow. 

I come every weekend so I can see and 
enjoy friends, and I invite and implore you 
to come on weekends to do the same. It hurts 
when people don’t come. Not because we 

don’t make a minyan for prayers, but because 
those that do come regularly come to social-
ize. There is always left-over food. It is a party 
with no guests. 

 Today my son is Jewish, and my wife and I 
don’t see another option. It’s not because the 
Torah has opened our eyes, but because we see 
how great it is for our son to be embraced by 
friends and he socializes and gets attention. It 
brings him out of his shell, and it really is his 
favorite time of the week. When we bring our 
son and the Rabbi is interrupted from his ser-
mon, it’s probably a trial for him, but I don’t 
think he minds. Children are a visible sign 
of the seeds of a new generation taking root. 

We need more children, more parents, to 
come to services. 

Personally, I come not to be a part of some-
thing 5779 years old, but to make a connection 
with others, I come to see and make friends. 

If you don’t come on Saturdays nothing is 
taken away from those of us who do attend. 
But when you come, so much is added. 

I don’t want our 3-million-dollar renovation 
to be for an empty sanctuary.

I don’t want there to be a community of 
converts who attend a synagogue empty of 
naturally born Jews to embrace them (which 
is happening, sadly).

Again, I know all the reasons not to attend, 
practice can be off-putting.

I am not trying to nag or tell you how spiri-
tually enlightened you’ll feel, but I have been 
there for the last 52 weeks and If you don’t 
know who I am, and you don’t recognize 
me, you probably have not attended enough 
to keep the community vibrant. We want you 
to come and shake hands and tell a few jokes 
with us. 
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#35 22nd Street E.  Saskatoon, SK

Tickets: www.tcutickets.ca
Website:	www.tcuplace.com

(306) 975-7777

SASKATOON'S 
ARTS & CONVENTION 

CENTRE

we design and print...
 Brochures
 Newsletters
 Flyers
 Posters
 Presentation Folders
 Laser Cheques
 Stationery
 Annual reports
 Business Forms
 Carbonless Forms

Tel. 306.955.3373 • Fax. 306.955.5739

 Textbooks
 Family History Books

... to your specifications and satisfaction

217 Jessop Avenue • Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7N 1Y3

Scharfstein I Gibbings I 
Walen I Fisher LLP

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 

Grant J. Scharfstein, Q.C. 
P	306-653-2838			•			F	306-652-47	47
E	gscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com		

200 Princeton Tower   •  123 -2nd Ave. S
Saskatoon, SK S7K 7E6  
www.scharfstelnlaw.com

This Page is Sponsored by the United Israel Appeal of Canada

Archbishop Don Bolen 
receiving Mike Kanitz Award

Heather Fenyes 
introduces Keynote 
Speaker Max Eisen

Joel Bernbaum

Kevin Sharfe blows 
the Shofar

Holocaust	Memorial	2019	-	Yom	Hashoah
by Jan Gitlin

Mayor Charlie Clark

We were honored 
to have Max Eisen 
as  our  Keynote 
Speaker this year.  
Just days before 
Max was to travel 

to Saskatoon, his book By Chance Alone, won 
the prestigious  Canada Reads 2019. 

On Friday, April 12th over 1,500 students 
from the Public and Catholic Schools systems 
travelled to the Cathedral of the Holy Family 
to hear Max’s  personal story.  Over 1,000 
students also heard his story thanks to  live 
streaming his presentation into the classrooms.  
The children listened spell bound while Max 
shared his story and feelings.  Afterward, there 
were thoughtful and sensitive questions.  After 
the Q and A there were line ups of children 
wanting to meet Max, chat with him and give 
him a hug.

On Sunday, April 14th at Agudas Israel Max 
shared his story with over 450 people who 
came to see and hear him.  

Max Eisen was born in 1929 in Moldava, 
Slovakia to an Orthodox Jewish family.  In 
the spring of 1944, the morning after their 
Passover seder and five and a half years after 
his region had been annexed to Hungary, the 
gendarmes forcibly removed Max and his 
family from their home.  They were brought 
to a brick yard and eventually loaded into 
cattle cars bound for Auschwitz-Birkenau. 
Max’s parents, three siblings and extended 
family were killed at the concentration camp.   
“There were no goodbyes said here,” Eisen 
told the crowd.  At 15 , Eisen said he spent 
months doing hard labour, surviving on 300 
calories each day.  “Your body is simply dis-
appearing in front of your eyes, ”Eisen said.

“In Auschwitz, one second was like a thou-

sand years and life depended from second 
to second.  You had to manage your mind, 
your brain.  You were demonized.  You were 
dehumanized.”

After being injured by a guard, Eisen 
underwent a surgery from a Polish political 
prisoner and physician, who gave him a job as 
a cleaner in the operating room.  Max credits 
this Dr. to his survival.  Max was liberated on 
May 6th, 1945.  He has had a full life, husband, 
grandfather and great grandfather.  Just this 
year Max accompanied thousands of student 
who participated in the 2019 March of the 
Living in Poland. 
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continued on page 17

A cross-section of 
recent issues of in-

terest, with links for those receiving this 
update electronically. All our news, and the 
documents referred to, can be found at the 
B’nai Brith Canada website.
 
If you want to receive news and updates via 
e-mail, or if you have any questions or com-
ments, just send a note to Brian Herman, 
Director of Government Relations, at bher-
man@bnaibrith.ca 
____________________________________

Annual	Audit	of	Antisemitic	 Incidents	 in	
Canada
For the third consecutive year, records were 
set in 2018 for antisemitism in Canada.
The latest Annual Audit of Antisemitic In-
cidents, produced by B’nai Brith Canada’s 
advocacy arm, the League for Human Rights, 

recorded 2,041 incidents of antisemitism last 
year, a 16.5 per cent increase over the previous 
year. Our Audit was released in Ottawa April 
29th. We build on our ‘Eight Point Plan to 
Tackle Antisemitism’, a vital tool in our work. 
Watch our interview with CPAC Television.

Antisemitism	as	 a	Threat	 to	Liberal	De-
mocracy	
On April 25th, we submitted a lengthy brief to 
Canadian MPs on how Canada and its partners 
in Europe and the United States can join forces 
to combat antisemitism. The House of Com-
mons Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and International Trade is currently studying 
‘threats to liberal democracy in Europe’. B’nai 
Brith Canada wanted to identify antisemitism 
as such a threat. On May 14th we released 
publicly the details of our submission.

Combating	Online	Hate
Expressions of hatred towards the Canadian 
Jewish community have increasingly moved 
online, with 80 per cent of antisemitic harass-
ment this past year having an online compo-
nent often via social media platforms. We have 
encouraged Canadian authorities at all levels 
to develop stronger measures to counter online 
hate. On May 2nd, we testified on this before 
the House of Commons Standing Committee 
on Justice and Human Rights. Read our state-
ment and legal submission.

Discussing	Antisemitism	with	 the	United	
Nations	Special	Rapporteur
We met in early May with Dr. Ahmed Sha-
heed, the United Nations Special Rapporteur 
on Freedom of Religion or Belief, during his 
visit to Canada. Dr. Shaheed is focusing on 
antisemitism as a theme for his report this year 
to the UN General Assembly. We discussed 
B’nai Brith Canada’s work in advocating for 
a national action plan to combat antisemitism, 
our support for the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance, and the importance 
of the 2010 Ottawa Protocol (of parliamentar-
ians) on Combating Antisemitism.

Prosecuting	 former	Nazis	 –	Call	 for	 the	
deportation	of	Helmut	Oberlander
We continue in our calls for the Canadian 
government to deport immediately Helmut 
Oberlander. B’nai Brith and its advocacy 
arm, the League for Human Rights, have been 
active on the Oberlander case since 2000. 
Oberlander, a former member of Einsatz-
kommando 10a, one of the most savage Nazi 
killing units, gained entry into the country by 
lying about his history.

Working with the OSCE Special Envoy on 
Antisemitism
We met several months ago with Rabbi 
Andrew Baker, Personal Representative of 
the Organization on Security Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) Chair on Combatting An-
tisemitism, during a visit to Canada. Rabbi 
Baker released a report on his visit in April, 
citing the importance of a number of B’nai 
Brith Canada recommendations, including 
the need for a national effort to implement 

measures in our Eight-Point Plan.

Increasing the Pressure on Iran and its 
Support	for	Terrorism
In May, we joined former Justice Minister 
Irwin Cotler and his Raoul Wallenberg Centre 
for Human Rights in condemning continuing 
human rights violations in Iran, as part of the 
7th annual Iran Accountability Week. Only 
weeks before, B’nai Brith Canada called on 
the government to list Iran’s Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) as a terrorist 
entity. 

Supporting	the	Campaign	to	Treat	Israeli	
Wines Fairly
B’nai Brith Canada’s League for Human 
Rights has been granted intervener status in 
an upcoming court case concerning the label-
ling of Israeli products in Canada. The case 
revolves around a complaint that, because the 
wines are produced east of the Green Line, it 
would be misleading to label them as “Prod-
ucts of Israel.”

Canadian Jewish Heritage Month
As with all members of our community, 
B’nai Brith Canada is proudly celebrating 
Canadian Jewish Heritage Month in May. 
Canada’s Minister of Canadian Heritage and 
Multiculturalism noted it is “an opportunity 
to recognize the vitality and richness of Jew-
ish culture in Canada and honour our Jewish 
citizens”.

Israel President’s visit to Canada
President Reuven Rivlin officially visited 
Canada at the beginning of April. A leader-
ship delegation from B’nai Brith Canada 
participated in the program. Prime Minister 
Trudeau signalled the importance of close 
cooperation between Canada and Israel. In 
January, Mr. Trudeau blasted the BDS move-
ment as antisemitic and contrary to “Canadian 
values,” and accused it of intimidating Jewish 
students on university campuses. President 
Rivlin thanked him for that while in Ottawat.

An	Update	from	
B’nai Brith Canada

January - May 2019
by Brian Herman, B’nai Brith Director of Government Relations
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B’nai Brith Update
by David Katzman, President of B’nai Brith Lodge 739 and Chairman of Silver Plate Dinner

Our Lodge met the 
day after the tragic 
Poway Synagogue 
shooting.  Our small 
community is doing 

its best to provide educational experiences 
that address anti-semitism and bigotry of 
every kind and our Lodge has been an en-
thusiastic supporter of our annual Holocaust 
Education Week activities.  We must continue 
to create opportunities to develop respectful 
and sincere relationships with other religious 
communities and the public at large.

Please contact Myla (Jewishcommunity@
sasktel.net) to reserve your seats for our an-
nual Gerry Rose Dinner, Sunday, June 23.  
Volunteers have been and continue to be a 
critical piece of our community’s success.  

Each year, our Lodge recognizes a volunteer 
who probably doesn’t want the recognition 
but we do it anyhow.  We want others to un-
derstand what goes on, “behind the scenes” 
and encourage them to volunteer.

Since 1913, we were a Men's Only club 
but at our most recent meeting we decided 
to open regular membership to every Jewish 
adult. In addition, the associate member can 
be anyone who is a “Friend of the Commu-
nity” (non-Jews who are in the conversion 
process, those with Jewish partners and those 
who have provided great service to the com-
munity).   Please contact me (dl.katzman@
sasktel.net) if you would like to know more.

Planning has already started for the Novem-
ber 5 BB Silver Plate Dinner.  This activity has 
allowed us to commit, in recent years, $20K 

to King George School for a Reconciliation 
project, $25K to a choir of special needs and 
other children, $25K to Kidsport so every kid 
can play, $25K to Big Brothers/Sisters, $25K 
to the Optimist Snowboarding Hill, $15K to 
the Children’s Discovery Museum and $3K 
to the Teddy Bear Project (see Lisa Shiffman 
for details).  We have already provided more 
than half of the $200K committed to the CAI 
Legacy Project and we make our largest dona-
tion, each year, to CAI.  If you would like to 
be a part of doing all of this, and more, please 
contact me.

David Katzman
President
306-716-4128
dl.katzman@sasktel.net

Everyone has spe-
cial experiences in life 
and describing them in 
words can be almost 
impossible. These ex-
periences, and people, 

can affect you significantly. I will try to use 
my words, though inadequate, to describe my 
experience.

I was lucky enough to arrive in Saskatoon 
one month ago and join the Jewish commu-
nity, as a Shlicha, on behalf of the WZO and 
CJF. I can clearly remember the feeling of 
excitement and all the questions that I had on 
the plane. I had already traveled before; I had 
done my “big travel” after finishing military 
service. This trip was going to be different. It 
was a journey with a goal: to join the Jewish 
community of the diaspora.

From the very first moment I met kind, 
warm, and generous people. People who made 
me, a stranger, feel at home and treated me as 
family. Inviting me to be part of their personal 
lives and spend time with their families. The 
first month was full of fun moments and new 

experiences (snow in May who knew it was 
a real thing?). 

I learned two main things during this last 
month.

The first is that size truly doesn’t matter. 
Although it is one of the most used clichés, I 
must admit, it is true. If one saw how active 
and involved the community here is, they 
would be truly amazed, as I was, to learn 
that the Jewish population of Saskatoon is 
only around 150 families -in a city of over 
270,000 people. I found a supporting, open 
and liberal community, that allows each 
of their members to live their lives as they 
wish; but still welcomes all to participate. 
This tolerance and openness is directed to-
wards anyone, not just Jews. It was amazing 
to see the strong connections and common 
activities that the synagogue shares with the 
other religious communities in the city. As an 
outsider, I saw and was amazed by the huge 
effort, time and energy each member invests 
into the community.

The second thing I learned is that to keep 
your Jewish identity outside of Israel is 

hard.  If someone told me two months ago 
that I would go to Synagogue every Satur-
day morning, and even enjoy it- I wouldn’t 
have believed them. Today I understand that 
things that seem so clear and ordinary to me 
as a secular Jew in Israel aren’t as easy in 
the diaspora. Keeping your Jewish identity 
in Saskatoon is something that you need to 
work hard towards.

Last week my parents asked me to describe 
my experience here using only one word. The 
first word that I thought about was “inspiring”. 
During this month I found myself inspired 
by incredible people, inspired by the way the 
community lives united but are also open to 
others who are different. I learned a lot about 
living as a Jew in the diaspora and a lot about 
my own Jewish identity.

I can truly say that I had amazing experi-
ence and I can’t wait to see what the future 
will bring!

Tolerance and Openness
by Michal Brownstien
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Premium kosher table wines 
available at Saskatoon Co-op 
Wines & Spirits, Blairmore Centre 
& 8th St. 

Find a wide selection of Galil 
Mountain and Teperberg wines 
from Israel at attractive prices.

Imported by International Cellars Inc. Vancouver, BC

ISRAEL
from

Ad compliments of Norman Gladstone

Step back in time to 1962/63. For some 
readers that may be impossible, but you can 
at least imagine that time. Back then, TV was 
only about 10 years old in Saskatoon and the 
US was well into the Kennedy Presidency. 
Saskatoon had its own form of Presidency 
right at City Park Collegiate. Back then, the 
School recognized 
its two Presidents, 
one  f ema le  and 
one male by the 
te rm Senior  P in 
and Senior Watch. 
And just who were 
these two people 
who were elected by 
their fellow students 
to these prestigious 
pos i t ions?  None 
o t h e r  t h a n  t w o 
graduates of  the 
Saskatoon Hebrew 
School, children of 
families who were 
heavily involved 
at  Agudas Israel 
Synagogue. Sherna 
Bernbaum, daughter 
of Frank and Frances 
Bernbaum, was the 
Senior Pin and Peter 
Gropper, son of Nate and Zoe Gropper was 
the Senior Watch. In retrospect, it seems 
rather remarkable that two Jewish teenagers 
should be elected given that the school 
population at that time was over 400 students 

and the Jewish component was less than 1%. 
Thus to win, they could nor depend on the 
Jewish vote. 

Sherna Bernbaum, now Sherna Posner and 
slightly related to the author, campaigned on a 
platform of “ you have heard of the A Bomb, 
you have heard of the H bomb, now is the time 

to hear of the B Baum, vote Sherna Bernbaum 
for Senior Pin.” Peter Gropper just had to 
stand there and his tall, handsome frame by 
itself would command respect aside from his 
engaging personality. What they framed their 
platform on seems to have been lost in the 
passage of time, and if they failed to deliver 
on their promises, no one seems to have been 
troubled by that fact. Over the past 56 years 
since they left their positions, neither Sherna 

The	Bernbaum-	Gropper	Connection
by Gerry Posner

or Peter ever recall having to account for any 
of their omissions on the job. 

It would have been far from the realm of 
fantasy for either Bernbaum nor Gropper to 
contemplate the fact that in 2019, they would 
be reunited in Palm Springs, California at a 
lunch to review their success, or lack thereof, 
as the leaders of City Park. Well, perhaps 
Gropper might have had an inkling of a future 
in Palm Springs as he became a Orthopedic 
Hand Surgeon and he must have given a 
thought to his “Palms” at some time. 

It is fair to say that both Sherna and 
Peter managed to create a fulfilling life for 
themselves after their graduation from City 
Park. Sherna went on to become a teacher of 
English as an Additional Language to adults 
for over forty- five years. Moreover, she 
helped to find work for many of her students in 
Winnipeg. No doubt it was her experience as 
Senior Pin that allowed her to be such a force 
in helping new Canadians adjust and integrate 
into Canadian life. As for Peter, he became an 
Orthopedic Surgeon in Vancouver/University 
of BC, specializing in hand surgery. He even 
took his role as Senior Watch to a higher level, 
as he proudly showed us at the Palm Springs 
lunch his recent Apple Watch ( though his 
time at City Park as Senior Watch did not in 
fact affect his decision to buy it). But it is not 
unreasonable to suggest that Peter’s time as 
Senior Watch was an indication of a future 
leadership role as founding President of the 
BC Hand Surgery Society. 

Both Peter and Sherna are parents and now 
grandparents. What they also have in common 
beside their experience at City Park are their 
fond memories of growing up in Saskatoon. 
You could say that Saskatoon Pinned their 
hopes on the two them and Watched over them 
as they developed. 

306-222-8466
centennialplumbing.com

We Repair, Replace and Maintain:
Furnaces

Air Conditioners
Plumbing Fixtures & Systems
Electrical Fixtures & Systems
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This page is sponsored by the Saskatchewan Jewish Council

The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:

As my father planted 
for me before I was 
born,
So do I plant for 
those who will come 
after me.

from the Talmud

Your contribution, 
sent to: 

Saskatoon Jewish 
Foundation 

Congregation Agudas 
Israel, 

715 McKinnon Avenue, 
Saskatoon S7H 2G2 will 

be gratefully received 
and faithfully applied.

TO GREETING FROM

CAI Legacy Project
Marsha & Grant Scharfstein  
& Family In memory of Kenneth MacDonald Linda & Arnie Shaw  
  & Family
Dewar Family In memory of Stephen Glady Rose
The Petroff Family In memory of Hinda Petroff Glady Rose  
David & Shimona Petroff  
& Family In memory of Hinda Petroff Toby Rose & Les Klein
 In memory of Albert Broudy Rhoda Broudy,
 In memory of Albert Broudy Sandra Broudy  
  & Tobin Robbins

Rabbi	Roger	Pavey	Tikkun	Olam	Fund
Michelle Bobowski In memory of Jennie Bobowski Patricia Pavey

Nate	&	Grace	Goluboff	Fund
Rhoda Broudy With condolences on the loss of  
 your husband, Albert Steven & Leila Goluboff
Elaine Dewar With condolences on the loss of  
 your husband, Stephen Steven & Leila Goluboff
Kayla Shoctor With condolences on the loss of your  
 brother, Larry Wine Steven & Leila Goluboff
Myrna Silverberg With condolences on the loss of your  
 brother, Larry Wine Steven & Leila Goluboff
Norman Wine With condolences on the loss of your  
 brother, Larry Wine Steven & Leila Goluboff

Elaine & Sherwood Sharfe Cantorial Fund
Rhoda Broudy In memory of your husband, Albert Broudy Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Myrna Silverberg In memory of your brother, Larry Wine  Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Annette Albert Happy Birthday  Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Sue Gurland  Happy Birthday Elaine & Sherry Sharfe

CAI Patricia Pavey
 Nancy Werk
 Edwin G. Ralph
 Nicholas DeRomer
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This Page is sponsored by Toby Rose, Les Klein, Jonathon, Solomon and Benjamin of Toronto

    What's This About?
A	Series	Briefly	Describing	The	Major	Denominations	In	Judaism	And	Islam

by Bruce Cameron

Camp	B’nai	Brith	Support
Saskatoon B’nai Brith enthusiastically supports Jewish children attending Camp Riback/B’nai Brith and 

will pay half the registration costs.

This support is available to all Jewish children in Saskatoon and support for children outside of our city 
is potentially available by contacting the president.  Additional support in any one year is possible by 

contacting the president.  All such contacts are confidential.  The names of families receiving such support 
are not shared at our meetings.

Process;
Pay the first half of your registration fee and ask the Camp to bill Saskatoon B’nai Brith for the other half.

This year at Hebrew School, twenty four 
energetic and smiling kids graced the Syna-
gogue with their presence! It was a fun year! 
Throughout the year, we’ve focused on the 
Jewish Holidays, the customs, traditions and 
questions, Hebrew letter recognition and 
then onto reading and understanding Jewish 
values. The Hebrew School students have 
had so many exciting opportunities this year. 
Many guests have joined us to teach new 
things. A gigantic thank you to the Israeli 
film director, photographer and visual artist, 
Michal Hanuka who came in October to do a 
workshop called  “The Full Picture”- we loved 
it! In December we had a visit from Mijal, 
Amihai, Dekel and Itai. Dekel and Itai are 
young Israeli men who helped us gain more 

Saskatoon	Hebrew	School	2018-2019
by Robin Shaw

knowledge about  Israel. The kids loved it and 
they handed out Israeli candy! Kelsey from 
the Food Bank joined us to teach us about the 
Food Bank and how we can help in Saskatoon. 
We sent her on her way with a large food dona-
tion too! Most recently, we have been lucky to 
have Michal Brownstien working alongside as 
a Hebrew School teacher. The children LOVE 
her, and so do the teachers! She’s led games 
and activities all through May. Our fundrais-
ers have been a success; an on- going Bottle 
Drive and The Community Talent Show was 
SO entertaining! Our Hebrew School kids’ 
participation was awesome. Next year; even 
more little ones will be encouraged to show 
us their talents! Thank you to Rabbi Claudio 
for Hebrew learning and T’fillah with all the 

classrooms throughout the year. The students 
have so much talent and are beginning to lead 
a beautiful Shabbat Service. Thank you to 
Rosy for devoting her time with the Senior 
Class.  There are many Bar and Bat Mitzvot 
next year! Thanks to  Hanna, for starting 
the year off with the kindergarten class until 
Nicky was ready to take over! Thanks for 
Nicky for leading the Kindergarten’s through 
crafts, songs and fun. Veronica and Amiel had 
the best time with the tiny preschoolers,  tons 
of crafts, laughs and playing!  And lastly, I 
had the pleasure of learning with the Junior 
Class who had so many questions and showed 
so much growth! On behalf of the Hebrew 
School teachers, thank you to our students and 
families. See you next year…. Somewhere!

Reconstructionism:
This is one of the 

five major religious 
denomina t ions  in 
Judaism. It is part of 

the non-Orthodox stream of thinking.
Reconstructionists view God as a power or 

process, not as an actual being.
It's founder Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan, a 

significant 20th  Century Jewish thinker 
postulated that God is seen as the natural 
human leaning toward peace, justice and 
goodness.  Kaplan saw the Synagogue 
as the central institution of Jewish life, 
and Reconstructionism as a post-halakhic 
interpretation of a democratic form of Judaism 
wherein the Rabbi and members of the local 
Synagogue work together in the development 
of practices and laws as influenced by 

contemporary culture, in a community 
decision-making model. This stands in 
direct opposition to the rigid boundaries of 
Orthodoxy although Kaplan, a Lithuanian 
native and professor at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, grew up in an Orthodox home.

Reconstructionism teaches that there can 
indeed be one Jewish people which although 
at odds with one another in some ways (now 
that certainly sounds Jewish) existing within 
a pluralistic construct. it represents an attempt 
to create a very visible, vibrant and powerful 
form of liberal Judaism.

Some of the more significant positions 
taken within this denomination include:
-  rejection of the concept of Jews as the chosen 

people;
-  rejection of the rebuilding of the Temple in 

Jerusalem;

-  rather than a personal Messiah it stresses the 
coming of a Messianic age for all 

-  Torah, rather than being the revealed truth 
is seen as a record of Jew's search for God;

-  Bat Mitzvot were developed here first, 
in line with the strong commitment to 
egalitarianism, so that  girls as well as  boys 
can equally be called to the Torah and thus 
be involved fully in Synagogue life;

-  sees Judaism as a civilization;
-  strongly committed to the Synagogue 

community being the decision-making 
model within a religious democracy.

Reconstructionist Shabbat services are very 
similar to that of the Conservative movement.
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Editor’s Note: Stan Schroeder is the Editor 
of  Congregation Shir Ami’s “Shir Notes” in 
Los Angeles which also won a Gold Medal for 
“Bulletins.” He writes biographies of famous 
Jews and has offered to share them with us. 
This article was first published in the Shir Notes. 
Steven Goluboff and Stan met each other in 
Jerusalem to discuss their community Bulletins 
several years ago

Biography:	Mickey	Katz
by Stan Schroeder

This page sponsored by Catherine Delaney, Marc Sheckter, and Elle Delaney

Congregation Shir Ami had a program 
April 28 featuring Jewish musicologist Mark 
Kligman, Mickey Katz Chair Professor of 
Jewish Music at the Herb Alpert School of 
Music at UCLA, celebrating Mickey	Katz’ 
music and comedy. (Mickey Katz’s sons Joel 
Gray and Ron	Katz endowed this UCLA 
music department Chair in his memory.) Let’s 
take a look at the life of this Jewish icon.
Meyer	Myron	Katz was born June 15, 

1909 in Cleveland, Ohio, to a Jewish family. 
His mother was Johanna	 (née	Herzberg)	
and his father Menachem	Katz was a tailor. 
One of five children, money was always tight 
in the Katz family. As children, Mickey and 
his siblings contributed to the family finances 
by entering amateur musical contests in 
the neighborhood theaters and bringing the 
prize money home to their parents. Even 
after graduating from high school, Mickey 
continued to support his family with the 
money he earned from his music. 

One evening when Mickey was eleven, his 
father took him to a concert at the Talmud 
Torah. A clarinet solo was 
on the program. On the way 
home, he told his father he 
wanted to play the clarinet. 
But for his father to pay for 
an instrument and lessons was 
out of the question. The next 
day he asked the bandmaster 
of the local high school for a 
school clarinet, and within a 
few days he received an old 
and dusty clarinet. The next 
step was to find a way to pay 
for clarinet lessons. Mickey 
went to his Uncle Sam and 
offered to clean his tailor 
shop if he would pay for the 
lessons. His uncle agreed, and soon Mickey 
was studying under Joseph	Narovec. He 
made excellent progress on the instrument, 
and quickly learned saxophone as well.

Fresh out of high school, Katz landed a gig 
playing clarinet and sax for Phil Spitalny, a 
Cleveland musician and composer, and went 
on a road tour with his band. While waiting 
at the train station to leave, he met Grace 
Epstein, his future wife. He was 17 and 
she 14. After the tour he worked with local 
Cleveland bands for a year. He then decided to 
try his luck in New York City, Before leaviing 
he became engaged to Grace, despite their 

families’ misgivings. One of Mickey’s friends 
at the engagement party at the Epstein house 
was fellow clarinetist Artie Shaw.

Katz left Cleveland in 1929. He had a 
hard time finding work at first, and hopped 
around from one small, unsuccessful job to 
the next. He finally ran into Ed	Fishman, 
whom he knew from Cleveland and who 
helped him find a job playing in Howard 
Phillips’ orchestra at the Manger Hotel. But 
the job ended in 1930 after his marriage, and 
the couple had no choice but to go to live in 
Grace’s uncle’s home. 

He soon moved back to Cleveland to play 
with Phil Spitalny again. For several years he 
had local gigs and played for vacationers as 
they sailed around Lake Erie on the excursion 
boat Goodtime. This gig lasted summers from 
1935 to 1939. During the off- season, he 
found what work he could playing various 
one-night gigs. When the Goodtime went 
out of business in 1939, he moved on to a 
position as bandleader and MC at the Ohio 
Villa gambling palace. 

In 1946 
the national 
j u k e b o x 
convention 
was to be 
h e l d  i n 
Cleveland, 
and Katz 
was asked 
to conduct 
f o r  i t . 
W h i l e 
t h e r e  h e 
met Spike 
Jones, and 
a  w e e k 
later Jones 

asked Katz to join him in Hollywood. Katz 
played with Jones for more than a year, but 
never felt he was paid enough and he left 
Jones in 1947. 

Katz soon decided to make an English-
Yiddish comedy record. Having written the 
lyrics to Haim afen Range years ago, he 
had it approved by RCA. He quickly wrote 
another song for the flip side, Yiddish Square 
Dance, and had his friend Al Sack sketch 
out the melody for it and set Haim afen 
Range to music as well. The original run of 
10,000 copies released in New York City 
sold in three days, and RCA received orders 

for 25,000 more. 
Katz then went 
on to parodize 
Tico, Tico with 
Tickle, Tickle, 
and backed this 
new record with 
Chloya, a parody 
of  Chloe .  He 
then hired a manager in Los Angeles, and 
in 1947 performed in Los Angeles’ Boyle 
Heights, a largely Jewish and Mexican-
American neighborhood. In Katz’s words, he 
was a “double-ethnic smash.”

He followed it with “Herring Boats Are 
Coming,” modeled loosely on the then-
popular “Shrimp Boats Are Coming” (it sold 
350,000 records nationwide and 80,000 just in 
Louisiana, where Katz said he had never even 
appeared). Then there was “Duvid Crockett,” 
a yarmulke -clad version of the coonskin-
capped frontiersman.

In what may prove to be the last of the years 
when ethnic humor was not only possible 
but customary, Katz’s blend of English and 
Yiddish made him an ongoing fixture across 
the land. Booked into Los Angeles’ Wilshire 
Ebell Theatre in 1948 for a one-night stand, 
he ended up staying six months.

His “Borscht Capades” played in rooms 
ranging from small clubs in Chicago and 
Miami to the Santa Monica Civic Auditorium 
(where he spoofed television in “The Man 
From Yankel”) and the Dorothy Chandler 
Pavilion. He drew crowds at Disneyland and 
was a perennial favorite among young Israelis.

From 1951 to 1956 Katz operated as a 
disc jockey for the Los Angeles radio station 
KABC while going on occasional road tours 
and playing engagements at the Bandbox 
nightclub. In 1952 he also did some shows 
for the United Jewish Appeal. In the same 
year he joined the California Friars Club and 
proceeded to conduct at their major functions 

continued on page 17
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Albert Broudy.. continued from page 5

was loved by all.”
You can’t ask for a better set of compli-

ments. I want to add that in 21 years of know-
ing Albert, I never heard him swear once.

The Broudys are Saskatchewan pioneers. 
Albert’s grandparents were among the found-
ers, in 1906, of the Edenbridge Jewish Colony 
at Brooksby, east of Melfort. The family con-
tinues to own the original Broudy farm located 
immediately beside the historic Edenbridge 
synagogue and cemetery. 

Albert was raised on the farm, went to a 
1-room school, where Sam Broudy, his uncle, 
after whom my wife is named, was his teacher. 
He did not experience indoor plumbing until 
he went away to university at 18 to study to 
be a pharmacist.

Albert’s relatively idyllic early years were 
shattered when his father, Harry, dropped 
dead in 1954 at a Jewish community dance 
in Melfort celebrating a major Vickar family 
wedding anniversary. 

Albert was still in mourning when about 9 
months after his father’s death, he decided to 
attend the bar mitzvah in Melfort of Harvey 
Field. He had heard through the jungle tele-
graph (there was no J Date in those years) that 
a young nurse from Prince Albert was going 
to attend. On Saturday morning, Albert went 
down to the STC bus stop to check her out. 
Less than a year later, Albert married Rhoda 
Davidner. They were happily married for 63 
years.

That brings me to Albert’s second love after 
his family – CARS. Rhoda & Albert borrowed 
the Oldmobile owned by Albert ‘s mother to 
drive to Banff, their honeymoon destination. 
Rhoda recalls that, early on in the trip, Albert 
detected the car making a clunking sound. 
She says that for the rest of their honeymoon 
he was obsessed trouble shooting the cause. 

Cars were always in Albert’s head. That led 
him to purchase the local Melfort Chrysler 
dealership in 1974. Rhoda and Albert oper-

ated Parkway Plymouth Chrysler for 20 years.
Albert’s first business was Broudy’s Rexall 

Pharmacy. He bought the pharmacy in 1962 
after apprenticing to the former owner. But 
cars trumped drugs and the pharmacy was 
sold in 1976.

Albert & Rhoda married in 1956. Harry 
was born in 1957, Debbie in 1959 and Sandy 
in 1961.

The kids had a typical small town upbring-
ing. Debbie and Sandy each had a year as 
Freckle Queen in the local parade. At the age 
of 9, Harry befriended John Diefenbaker. 
One year, this friendship resulted in Sandy 
receiving a birthday card from the “Chief”. 
The Broudy kids were all child laborers – from 
time to time they were pressed into delivering 
pharmacy prescriptions on their bikes.

All 3 children went on to obtain a post-
secondary education. Debbie spent over 25 
years in the RCMP and Sandy is a lawyer in 
Vancouver.

The family experienced a serious challenge 
in the early 1980s when Harry, still in his 20s, 
was diagnosed with a serious cancer. Albert & 
Rhoda pulled out all the stops to help Harry 
beat the cancer, including taking Harry to the 
renowned MD Anderson Cancer Center in 
Houston, Texas.

After the cancer went into remission, for 
most of his remaining years, Harry lived 
with his parents in Melfort. Albert & Rhoda 
supported him and he supported them. Harry 
died unexpectedly in 2014.

Debbie married first, in 1984. She and 
Richard have a son, Daniel, now 26. Danny 
was the apple of Albert’s eye. As a teenager, 
Danny would spend summers with Rhoda and 
Albert at Emma Lake. He also loved traveling 
with them in their motorhome.

Danny graduated from the RCMP Academy 
in Regina on May 13, 2019. His first posting is 
at Porcupine Plain, near Melfort. In the weeks 
before his death, Albert was very pleased to 

learn of Danny’s graduation.
For 20 years, Rhoda & Albert wintered in 

California, first in Hemet and then in Palm 
Springs. Both Debbie & Richard and Sandy 
and I enjoyed our winter visits with them in 
the “sun.”

Albert had a social conscience and was 
a progressive thinker. He was a long time 
supporter of the provincial CCF/NDP going 
back to the days of Tommy Douglas. But he 
had a falling out with the Federal NDP over 
its policies towards Israel.

Albert had no enemies that I know of. But 
he had one intense dislike – he hated ON-
IONS! Being a prankster, Rhoda sometimes 
would slip a few pieces of onion into her 
cooking to see if Albert noticed.

Albert spent virtually his whole life in the 
Melfort area. He “very” reluctantly, and with 
great “encouragement” from Rhoda, Debbie 
& Sandy, agreed to move to Saskatoon in July 
2017. He also very reluctantly gave up his 
beloved Chrysler van in July 2018.

Albert had some health challenges in his 
last 2 years. He was a “serious” consumer of 
the Saskatchewan health care system begun 
by Tommy Douglas. 

The family wishes to thank Dr. Steven 
Goluboff, and his team, for taking on Rhoda 
& Albert as patients when they moved to 
Saskatoon. The family also wants to thank Dr. 
Lesley-Ann Crone, and other members of the 
Saskatoon Chevra Kadisha, for their help and 
kindness and Ralph Katzman, their neighbor 
at Preston Place Seniors Community, for regu-
larly looking in on Albert & Rhoda. Last, but 
not least, thank you to Rabbi Claudio.

Albert Broudy – 1929-2019 – a life happily 
and well lived.
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and was an active participant in community 
celebrations and Holidays, loved to dress up in 
costumes for Purim with Yitzhak, most nota-
bly a Geisha Girl with a Kimono from Japan.

Kosher Korner catering events brought her 
to the Shul. She volunteered for the Silver 
Spoon Dinner and attended in full glamour. 
She said the “Shema” every day, even in the 
most sick and delirious days in the hospital, 
she would belt it out loudly. Her connection 
to Judaism was through the Mikvah, the 
owning of the Kosher Korner, attending the 
Synagogue and she took great pleasure in 
staying late after services for a Kiddish and 
Kibbitz. She made appearances to High Holy 
Day events, liked the special dispensation that 
she could eat on Yom Kippur and could come 
and go. She found the chairs hard, and liked 
to sit on the cushy ones up front. She loved 
kissing the Mezuzah and wouldn’t leave the 
synagogue or her house without touching it. 
She had the ability to find a Star of David 
anywhere - including Dollarama and on a sign 
in New Orleans on our travels.

ILLNESS
She remembers thinking if only I can get 

to 40, she thought that was old and told her 
mother she was old when she was that age. 
She took one day at a time and was mindful 
of her mortality. She had a litany of hospi-
talizations and conditions. Recovery was 
always fast and heroic.  Her love of life was 
“big”. She had very good doctors. Thank you 
Dr. Goluboff for her care, she really loved 

Jennie Bobowsky.. continued from page 5

you. She had a lipstick she wore just for doc-
tors, more muted than the red. Up to the last 
evening she was taking her own pills from 
a bubble pack and would always say “they 
keep me alive” .

LOSS	OF	HEARING
Her loss of hearing did not deter conver-

sations. She used a favourite whiteboard 
and markers and carried it in her walker for 
everyone to write notes to her. She had a 
pocket talker with ear phones that she didn’t 
like and it would often be packed away with 
her belongings in a drawer. Lip reading was 
a new skill she was mastering. She was very 
interested in everything people had to say, 
and would initiate a conversation by asking 
questions, listening intently and smiled and 
nodded (even though she may have not heard). 
But she made you feel like you were the most 
interesting person in the world. Sometimes 
you would hear her say “right on...yippee...
yahoo...goodie”. She once told Roy Romonow 
when he was in the Deli that she needed a pic-
ture of him for the Deli to add to the collection 
of celebrity pictures on the wall. 

FOOD	AND	DRINK
She loved pear brandy, reminded her of her 

own parents drinking it. She loved to clink a 
glass and say “L’Chaim”. She lived each day 
and would say, “I don’t know if I’m going to 
be around tomorrow?” Her Brandy was bright 
orange and syrupy and she licked her lips 

and shook her head in delight, and closed her 
eyes savouring the senses. She drank it either 
from a shooter glass we bought her or from a 
crystal glass. Everyone whoever entered her 
place was asked if they wanted a shot, She 
said food was “chewy”. She ate quickly when 
hungry and could really pack it away. She had 
a cupboard of candy and chocolate and would 
eat a whole box in the night with numerous 
trips to the kitchen.

SUPERSTITIONS	/	INTUITION
She believed in bad vibes for houses and 

people. She knew right away if she didn’t like 
someone. No whistling inside, things happen 
for a reason, she was always cautious. If you 
left your place and returned for a forgotten 
item, you had to sit down, cross your legs 
and count to 10 to pretend you were staying 
to avoid “bad luck”. She went to Psychics 
over her life and would never divulge the 
conversations.

TRAVEL
Mexico, Dominican Republic, Wakaw, New 

Orleans, Winnipeg, Las Vegas and Grand 
Forks (to name a few). The entire family en-
joyed travel with her. She went on two cruises: 
Carnival Cruise to Jamaica, Cozumel Mexico 
and Cayman Islands, “the fun ship”, and the 
Alaska Cruise on Holland America. 

TO	END
“Death leaves a heartache no one can heal. 

Love leaves a memory no one can steal”.

Silver Spoon.. continued from page 2

standing and so attractively displayed. Saska-
toon companies and individuals really stepped 
up this year and donated all the goods and 
services that make our event so over-the-top.  
Our deepest appreciation goes out to all our 
very generous sponsors and donors and also 
to our awesome “best-crew-ever” volunteers 

and committee. A huge “Thank You” to all of 
you! We certainly couldn’t do it without you.

As usual we’d love to see more CAI mem-
bers get involved as Silver Spoon is still one 
of our community’s major fundraisers but we 
continue to be very proud that our small com-
munity and tiny committee continues to do so 

much good in the community. Funds raised 
from our Dinner go to Congregation Agudas 
Israel, Saskatoon Hadassah-WIZO, Saskatoon 
Interval House and Ronald McDonald House. 

It truly was another huge success. 
See you next year…..
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we have conducted a structural assessment of 
the building, a roof analysis and an asbestos/
environmental analysis.

The structural analysis revealed no obvi-
ous concerns relating to the structure of the 
building.

The roof analysis revealed that our roof 
needs to be replaced/repaired.  This is the roof 
of the main sanctuary/hall.  It is approximately 
6200 square feet.  

We were always aware that the tile floor 
in the building downstairs contains asbestos.  
We understood that if we did not disturb the 
tile by removing it we could simply lay new 
flooring over it without any environmental 
risks.  However, when we had an expert 
(Bersch Consultants Ltd.) do its analysis of 
the building we were advised that there is 
asbestos contained in the ceiling texture and 
duct installation on both levels that must be 
removed. It has also now been determined that 
we will remove the asbestos in floor tiles to 
make sure there is no asbestos in the building 
once it is completed.

The asbestos remediation must be the first 
thing that is completed, before major renova-
tions can begin.  The building will have to be 
completely emptied, with no access to the 
building while this remediation is ongoing.  
Prior to this remediation beginning we will 
need to pack up every single room and move 
everything (including furniture) to storage.  
We are arranging for large 20’ and 40’ steel 
containers to be placed in our parking lot for 
the purpose of this storage.  These will be 
secured, locked and fenced in.

Over the next few weeks Rosy will be 
coordinating this packing and moving.  She 
will be calling on members to help.  We will 
and do need every member to volunteer some 
time to get this massive job done.  Please, be 
generous with your time when she calls you.  
In fact, don’t wait for her to call you.  Call her 

and volunteer your time.
We will be out of our building during the 

entire construction period, which could be up 
to 11 months from start to finish.  As such we 
have taken steps to locate space to allow our 
community to continue to function during this 
time.  The following are arrangements that 
have been already made, or are in the process 
of being finalized:

Regular Weekly Shabbat Morning Ser-
vices:  Arrangements have been made to have 
these services held every Saturday morning 
at the hall in the Preston Park Retirement 
Residence.  More information about these 
services will be sent out to members as we 
get closer to construction.

Friday Evening Services:  When there are 
Friday evening services the approach will be 
to have these services in members’ homes, 
much as we successfully did in the past.

High Holy Day Services:  We are currently 
looking at options for a facility that can host 
these services.

Larger Events (such as our annual Cha-
nukah Party, the Holocaust Memorial Service 
etc.) will be in various locations in the City 
and members will be given notice of where 
such events will be well in advance of the 
event.

Hebrew School:  We are in discussions 
with the Grosvenor Park United Church who 
have facilities that could accommodate our 
Hebrew School for the entire year starting 
in September. We hope to finalize those ar-
rangements soon.
Office	Space:  We are in discussions with 

a developer in Saskatoon for the use of three 
offices for the next several months for the 
Rabbi, Myla and Rosy.  Again, we hope to 
have concluded those arrangements very soon.

As other events and issues arise, we will 
take the steps necessary to make sure we can 
accommodate them as needed.

Legacy Project.. continued from cover

The Legacy Project has been and continues 
to be a mammoth task.  We have been very 
fortunate to have Peter Tracey volunteer his 
time and considerable expertise and experi-
ence for our Congregation to make sure this 
project proceeds in an orderly, efficient and 
effective manner. The Board of Trustee’s, on 
behalf of the Congregation, want to take this 
opportunity to publicly thank Peter for all he 
has done, and continues to do, to facilitate this 
project on our behalf.

As indicated earlier in this article we still 
have fundraising to do to see this project to 
completion. In the upcoming weeks we will 
be calling on all those members who have 
not yet contributed or pledged to this project 
to do so.  For all of those members who have 
so generously given or pledged to date, and 
for all those alumni and friends of our Con-
gregation who have also given so much, we 
ask that you all look into your hearts to see if 
there is just a little bit more you can do.  We 
are so close to having raised the funds needed 
to completely pay for this project, but there 
is a little way to go yet.  We need all of you 
reading this article to help put us over the top. 

To those countless individuals who have 
stepped up to help create, organize and drive 
this project, thank you. Your work continues, 
and without you this would not happen.

Finally, absolutely none of this would be 
possible were it not for those of you who have 
donated and pledged to this project.  You are 
the true heroes.  

To all of you who have assisted in getting 
this project to where it is today, be it through 
your ideas, your expertise, your time, your 
skill, your caring and your money, thank you.  
This is your Legacy.  It will not be forgotten.

The time is now, the need is great.  As our 
grandparents and parents did for us, so too 
shall we do for the next generations – L’dor 
V’dor  

Kaplan, son of David and Harriet Kaplan. Ed 
was in Saskatoon as a keynote speaker at one 
of his many professional organizations. He 
is now Professor Edward Kaplan, Professor 
of Operation’s Research, Public Health, and 
Engineering at Yale University’s School of 
Management. He shared with us his devotion 
and appreciation of his Saskatoon roots which 
makes him feel passionate about our Legacy 
Project to which he has been a generation 
donor. I will be forwarding a link to our read-

Editorial.. continued from age 3

ers which will allow you to see an interview 
with Ed who describes those influences. He 
is an example of many who see Saskatoon 
as a major influence on the path their lives 
have taken. In the meantime there are many 
new young Jewish families who are taking on 
leadership roles for the future. It is incumbent 
upon them and of course the “old guard”, to 
insure that the future in Saskatoon is positive 
and that our children and grandchildren will 
always have a synagogue to pray, study and 

socialize in. The Board of Trustees will be led 
by a new President who must surround him/
her self with members who are prepared to do 
the work that must be done. Outreach is vital 
and the best to do that is the new generation 
who sees the value in guaranteeing a strong 
Jewish presence and a thriving Congregation 
Agudas Israel. I hope you all have a restful 
and enjoyable summer and look forward to 
seeing you at our temporary Preston Park 
place of worship.  
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Conservative Party of Canada and the 
Middle East.
Andrew Scheer, Leader of the Opposition and 
of Canada’s Conservative Party (and MP for 
Regina- ) delivered a major foreign policy 
speech May 7th, in which he stated “To stand 
up for pluralism and democracy, Canada must 
renew our support for Israel and its inherent 
right to defend itself.” Mr. Scheer also said: 

B'nai Brith Canada.. continued from page 8
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for the next 25 years. In 1953 he decided to 
play Las Vegas, and after a successful start at 
the Frontier, he returned to to perform in Las 
Vegas during the next four years. 

In 1955 Katz played a brief engagement at 
Harrah’s, in Lake Tahoe. The following year 
he became a Continental Kitten and played 
in Europe and Australia. In 1958 he finally 
played the Catskills, an area where most 
of his peers made their start. Unfortunately 
for Katz, the booking office that hired him 
was determined to make as much money off 

Mickey	Katz.. continued from page 13

year-old tradition that has understood what a 
mourner feels and needs in such challenging 
times. Jewish law says that we must perform 
the burial as fast as we can, in theory the same 
day as the passing, but in practice within 24 
hours (in extreme cases it can be delayed one 
more day to allow close relatives to arrive). 
For those who are not familiar with Jewish 
practices this may seem difficult to understand 
and even to implement, but the wisdom of the 
Jewish tradition is less concerned about the 
time constraints of organizing a funeral or pro-
cessing a death, than it is with protecting the 
mourners emotionally so they suffer as little 
as possible. They can feel extreme sadness at 
this time between the passing and the burial, 
but they can begin to move forward with their 

lives. Jewish law calls this time from the death 
to the funeral “Aninut”. It’s considered so 
difficult that it’s the only moment in the life 
of a Jew when you are exempt from fulfilling 
the commandments. Delaying the funeral only 
prolongs the suffering and pain. In the case of 
my grandmother she died on a Monday at 7 
pm and we were burying her the next day at 3 
pm, less than 24 hours after. Although it was 
difficult to understand how she was alive the 
day before and now buried under the earth, I 
was able to comprehend how important this 
requirement was for my mother’s emotional 
well-being and comfort.  

Instead of prolonging the grief and mourn-
ing period, Judaism wants you to be surround-
ed by your loved ones and that is what happens 
during Shiva. I could see how comforting it 
was for my mother and aunt to welcome those 
who attended services. You realize that they 
came, taking the time to be with you, not just 
to help with the Minyan but because they 
care for you and want you to feel less sad 
and more loved. How wise and beautiful is 
our tradition of Shiva! It teaches us that when 
someone is facing a loss, your warm hug can 
mean everything to them, it can change how 
they make it through a difficult time and help 
them move forward in life. 

My grandmother passed away while we 
were reading Parashat Acharei Mot, which 

Passing	of	My	Grandmother.. continued from page 4

“I will recognize the fact that Jerusalem is the 
capital of Israel”. 

For	Those	who	Missed	It	–	Our	2018	‘Year	
in Review’
It was a long and tumultuous year for 
Canada’s Jewish community in 2018, with 
anti-Jewish sentiment emanating from radical 
Islamists, neo-Nazis and white supremacists, 

and even from voices across the political 
spectrum. We doubled down in our ongoing 
efforts to confront racism, antisemitism and 
hatred, culminating in a series of successful 
campaigns that set important precedents for 
the future of our community. If you support 
our vital work, please consider making a tax-
deductible donation.

of him as possible, and he ended up with a 
packed schedule, playing “anything north 
of Atlantic City.” In 1961 he went on a tour 
through South Africa, playing in cities that 
included Cape Town, Johannesburg, Benoni, 
Durban, Port Elizabeth, and Pretoria. Finally, 
at the end of his career, he began playing the 
Florida condominium circuit, often playing 
two shows a night.

Mickey and Grace had two children, Joel 
[David	Katz]	 Grey	 (born in 1932) and 
Ronald	(Ron)	Katz	(born in 1936). Joel is 

the well known singer/actor and performed 
with Mickey as a youngster. Ron worked 
at Bendix Corp. and with inventor Robert 
Goldman	developed the first automated check 
verification system, Telecredit, Inc.

Mickey Katz died of kidney failure in Los 
Angeles at the age of 75. From an 11 year-old-
kid with a borrowed clarinet to the glamour of 
Hollywood, he left a legacy of Jewish music 
and English-Yiddish comedy for generations 
to come.

  

means “after the death”. I think this was very 
meaningful. Mourning in Judaism is much 
more than caring for the dead. It is about the 
living mourners, about the future, about what 
happens “after the death”- “Acharei mot”. For 
that, the role of the Synagogue and the com-
munity is important and necessary, and we 
are fortunate and privileged to belong to this 
ancient tradition that teaches us that we have 
a role in comforting and helping mourners to 
overcome grief and to continue forward.

That my grandmother passed away a few 
days before Yom Hashoah, Holocaust day 
was meaningful. She was a declaration of 
resistance, and although she never told us 
what surviving the Holocaust meant for her, 
her deeds, strength and resilience taught us 
that no matter the tragedy there is always the 
possibility to move forward. You can rebuild 
what was destroyed, overcome death and 
destruction, knowing that “acharei mot” – 
“after the death”, hope will overcome despair; 
redemption will arrive. 

May her memory be a blessing.
B’birkat shalom, with the blessing of peace.
Rabbi Claudio
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Yahrzeits
June 1 Iyar 27 
Goodman, Eliezer June 1 (27) 
Minovitz, Broche June 2 (28) 
Rapaport, Fanny June 2 (28) 
Spector, Ethel June 2 (28) 
Gertler, Frank June 3 (29) 
Litman, Jack H.  June 3 (29) 
Kaslow, Jack June 4 (Sivan 1) 
Kutz, William June 4 (1) 
Sharzer, Bernard June 4 (1) 
Bruser, Abraham June 6 (3) 
Epstein, Rita June 6 (3) 
Mazer, Jacob June 6 (3) 
Rose, Arthur June 6 (3) 
Hoffer, Abram June 7 (4) 
Tartar, Ben June 7 (4)

June	8	 Sivan	5
Epstein, Albert  June 8 
Katzman, Joe  June 8 
Lefebvre, Anita  June8 
Lehrer, Bernard  June 8 
Cohen, Harry  June 9 
Grohman, William  June 9 
Gonor, Ruth  June 11 
Korbin, Libba  June 11 
Litman, Rose  June 11 
Manolson, Rose  June 11 
Swartz, Paul  June 11 
Braunstein, Goldie  June 12 
Furman, Semyon  June 12 
Hock, Lloyd  June 13 
Domey,Jda  June 14

June 15 Sivan 12 
Golumbia, Samuel June 15
Russell, Florence  June 15 (12)
Cornfield, Sophie  June 16 (13)
Prober, Abraham  June 16 (13)
Richman, Clare  June 16 (13)
Golumbia, Bessie  June 17 (14)
Levinton, Rose  June 17 (14)
Steiger, Nettie  June 17 (14)
Hillman, Harry  June 18 (15)
Schacter, Samuel  June 18 (15)
Margolis, Seda  June 19 (16)
Baron, Bathsheba  June 20 (17)
Ditlove, Marlene  June 20 (17)
Mallin, Jack June 20 (17)
Sandbrand, Amelia  June 20 (17) 
Green, Selma  June 21 (18) 
Trachtenberg. Davjd June 21 (18)

June 22 Sivan 19
Buckwold, Clarice  June 22 (19) 
Churchill, Sonia  June 22 (19) 
Landa, Sam  June 22 (19) 
Levitt, Lottie  June 22 (19) 
Adler, Bertha  June 23 (20) 
Gladstone, Bessie  June 23 (20) 

Ames, Bessie  June 24 (21) 
Bernbaum, Frances  June 24 (21 
Lehrer, Anna  June 24 (21) 
Drabinsky, Sophie  June 25 (22) 
Krolik, Sheila  June 25 (22) 
Melamede, Myron  June 25 (22) 
Gladstone, Bert  June 25 (22) 
Schwartz, Clarice  June 25 (22) 
Claman, Jacob  June 26 (23) 
Flikshteyn, Welver Beryl June 27 (24)
Goluboff, Grace  June 27 (24) 
Bondar, Ruth  June 28 (25) 
Levine, Herman  June 28 (25) 
Zaitlen, Sam June 28 (25)

June 29 Sivan 26
Barsky, Vera  June 29 (26) 
Rachamim, Benjamin  June 29 (26)
Ragoff, Israel  June 29 (26) 
Rodoff, Israel  June 29 (26) 
Cooper, Kathryn  June 30 (27) 
Floom, Robert  June 30 (27) 
Cramer, Solomon  July 2 (29) 
Lipkovic, Leo  July 2 (29) 
Reznick, Bernie  July 2 (29) 
Charach, Sara  July 3 (30) 
Gropper, Nathan  July 3 (30) 
Hock, Max  July 3 (30) 
Jerman, Rosa  July 3 (30) 
Gropper, Max  July 4 (Tammuz 1) 
Schwartz, Bert Dr.  July 4 (1) 
Shacter, Sidney Wolfe  Julu 4 (1)
Shiffman, Ben  July 4 (1) 
Hearn, Stella July 5 (2)

July	6	 Tammuz	3
Altschul, Irma  July 6 (3) 
Baltzan, David  July 6 (3) 
Richman, Nathan  July 6 (3) 
Forgan, Samuel  July 8 (5) 
lsaakov, Zakhar  July 8 (5) 
Jacobs, Rabbi Louis  July 8 (5) 
Switzer, Bessie  July 8 (5) 
Tzalkovich, Chaim  July 8 (5)
Buckwold, Sidney  July 9 (6) 
Holtslander, Patricia  July 9 (6) 
Ross, Evelyn  July 9 (6) 
Trute, Pearl  July 9 (6) 
Adilman, Beatrice  July 11 (8) 
Lifshen, Mary  July 11 (8) 
Tadman, Etta  July 12 (9) 
Waldman, Toba July 12 (9)

July	13	 Tammuz	10
Dragushan, Anna  July 13 (10) 
Jacobson, Irving  July 13 (10) 
Adilman, Nathan  July 15 (12) 
Furman, Sarra  July 15 (12) 
Merchant, Walter  July 16 (13) 
Sugarman, Ralph  July 16 (13) 
Epstein, Louis  July 17 (14) 
Filer, Minnie  July 17 (14) 
Mathews, Reva  July 17 (14) 

Mishiev, Efrat  July 17 (14) 
Diament, Ann JUly 19 (16)

July	20	 Tammuz	17
Kolominsky, Maria  July 20 (17) 
Lyons, Faigel  July 20 (17) 
Singer, Schulem  July 20 (17) 
Waldman, Harold  July 20 (17) 
Adelman, John  July 21 (18) 
Teskey,Jack  July 21 (18) 
Sklar, Jack M.  July 22 (19) 
Scharfstein, Jean  July 23 (20) 
Gross, Etta  July 24 (21) 
Pollock, Louis  July 24 (21) 
Schacter, Sarah  July 26 (23) 
Shafer, Sam July 26 (23)

July	27		 Tammuz	24
Kassen, Abraham  July 27 (24) 
Katz, Abraham  July 27 (24) 
Gitlin, Gerald  July 28 (25) 
Brans, Joseph L.  JUly 29 (26) 
Goodman, Sarah  July 29 (26)
Purkin, Joseph  July 29 (26) 
Weitzman, Daniel  July 29 (26) 
Kassen,Lena  July 31 (28) 
Stone, Nekhama  July 31 (28) 
Buckwald Stoffman, Ruth  Aug 1 (29)
Dashefsky, Frances Ruth  Aug 1 (29)
Fogel, Nina  Aug 1 (29) 
Hebron, Farhad  Aug 1 (29) 
Teskey, Helen  Aug 1 (29) 
Wiss, Ettie  Aug 1 (29) 
Helfgott, Vera  Aug 2 (Av 1) 
Landa, Lloyd Aug 2 (1)
Neuman, Dolphy  Aug 2 (1) 
Paul, Frances  Aug 2 (1 
Poplack, Margret Aug 2 (1)

August 3 Av 2
Katzman, Lucille  Aug 3 (2) 
Katzman, Wilma  Aug 3 (2) 
Volansky, Joseph  Aug 3 (2) 
Kutz, Barney  Aug 4 (3) 
Rosenberg, Ruby (Ruth)  Aug 6 (5) 
Sonnenschein, Etta  Aug 7 (5) 
Buckwold, Ian  Aug 7 (5) 
Epstein, Clara  Aug 9 (8)
Ackerman, Ben  Aug 9 (8) 
Buller, Hy  Aug 9 (8) 
Caplan, Edward  Aug 9 (8) 
Chertkow, Leah  Aug 9 (8) 
Dragushan, Jacob  Aug 9 (8) 
Sass, Gussie Aug 9 (8)

August 10 Av 9
Kolominsky, Sura  Aug 10 (9) 
Resnick, Helen  Aug 11 (10) 
Sklar, Betty  Aug 11 (10) 
Charach, Jacob  Aug 12 (11) 
Schachter, S. "Peter"  Aug12(11) 
Kassen, Samuel  Aug 13 (12) 

Kay, Albert  Aug 13 (12) 
Sheckler, David  Aug 13 (12) 
Wormann, Max  Aug 13 (12)
Avol, Ezra R.  Aug 14 (13) 
Mendel, Claire  Aug 14 (13) 
Claman, Lillian  Aug 15 (14) 
Collins, Rita  Aug 16 (15) 
Ginsburg, Estella  Aug 16 (15) 
Landa, William  Aug 16 (15)
Rabinovitch, Nettie  Aug 16 (15)

August 17 Av 16
Lehrer, Anthony Aug 17 (16) 
Sonnenschein, David  Aug 17 (16) 
Berekson, Moses P.  Aug 18 (17) 
Churchill, Edward  Aug 18 (17) 
Rabkin, Anna  Aug 18 (17) 
Gelmon, Louis  Aug 20 (19) 
Chapman, Sidney Israel  Aug 21 (20) 
Goluboff, Louis  Aug 21 (20) 
Sklar, Jack  Aug 21 (20) 
Baltzan, Rose  Aug 22 (21) 
Ditlove, Fay  Aug 22 (21) 
Scharfsteln, Saul Aug 22 (21)

August 24 Av 23
Foulkes, Aron  Aug 24 (23)
Adilman, Pearl P.  Aug 25 (24) 
Livergant, Solomon  Aug 26 (25) 
Wolfe, Chaim Aug 26 (25)
Purkin, Freda Claire Aug 27 (26)
Sandbrand, Jack  Aug 28 (27)
Gersher, Mikhail  Aug 29 (28) 
Green, Miriam Lily  Aug 29 (28)
Shafer, Mollie  Aug 29 (28) 
Sklar, Harry  Aug 29 (28) 
Shore, Samuel Aug 30 (29)

August 31 Av 30
Shore, Samuel  Aug 31 (30)
Abbey-Laliberte, Lori-Lynn  Aug 31 (30)
Gropper, Fannie  Aug 31 (30)
Trugman, M.  Sept 1 (Elul 1) 
Katz, Abram  Sept 1 (1) 
Landa, Harry  Sept 1 (1) 
Landa, Leonard  Sept 1 (1)
Richman, Rae  Sept 1 (1) 
Weiner, Gertrude  Sept 1 (1)
Buckwold, Alvin  Sept 2 (2)
Diament, David  Sept 2 (2)
Livergant, Neil  Sept 2 (2)
Feigenbaum, Fanny  Sept 4 (4)
Fogel, Sydney  Sept 5 (5) 
Shatzer, Rena  Sept 5 (5) 
Zaitlen, Masha  Sept 5 (5)
Sandbrand,Joseph Sept 6 (6)
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Israel 
Independence 

Day 
Celebration

Purim Party

Purim Party

Hebrew School 

Children

Professor Edward Kaplan (son of Dr. David 
Kaplan) lecturing in Saskatoon and visiting 

Hebrew School classmates David and 
Randy Katzman and Steven Goluboff
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BECHUKOTAI

*Heather Fenyas

BAMIDBAR
Erev Shavuot

*Heather Fenyas

NASSO

*Steven Simpson

BEHA'ALOTCHA

*Zoe Litmon

SH'LACH

*Harold Shiffman

KORACH

* Nicky Gitlin

BALAK

* Michael Scharfstein

MATOT-MAXEI

*Steven Simpson

DEVARIM
SHABBAT	CHAZON

Erev Tisha B'Av
* Lesley-Ann Crone

Vaetchanan
SHABBAT	NACHAMU

 * Michael Gertler

EKEV

*Harold Shiffman

PINCHAS

*Marsha Scharfstein 

Musical Service
6:00 pm

* Perry Jacobson

Jerusalem	Day	
Celebration

10:00 am

Cooking in Hebrew
:6:00 pm

Introduction to
Judaism
7:00 pm

Hebrew Class
7:00 pm

Shavuot Children's 
Activity	10:00	am

Shavuot	Service	w/Yizkor
10:00 am

OFFICE CLOSED Cooking in Hebrew
:6:00 pm

Introduction to
Judaism
7:00 pm

Hebrew Class
7:00 pm

Hebrew Class
7:00 pm

Board Meeting
7:00 pm

B'nai Brith Gerry 
Rose Dinner

Introduction to
Judaism
7:00 pm

OFFICE CLOSED

RE'EH
ROSH CHODESH

*Grant Scharfstein

OFFICE CLOSED

CHUKAT

* Zoe Litmon


