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his life, with the exception of the time he 
spent overseas during World War II. He was 
the perfect example of the good volunteer and 
was recognized for his work by many orga-
nizations. The award that meant the most to 
him was being made a member of the Order 

of Canada in 1998, just weeks 
before he died.

This evening, we recognize 
and honour Rebecca and Ste-
ven Simpson for their many 
volunteer efforts, particularly 
those benefitting this Jewish 
community. 

I understand that Rebecca 
is somewhat embarrassed by 

being, together with Steven, selected as this 
years’ honorees. She feels that they are too 
young for this recognition. In fact, it is their 

My dear friends, 
Rabbi Claudio and visitors:

As always, I am very happy to be with 
all of you in my old hometown, Saskatoon. 
Joining me this year is my daughter Toby 
Rose, my grandson Benjamin Klein, Toby’s 
youngest son, and 
his wife Eden. It is 
Eden’s very first time 
in Saskatoon and I 
am hoping she loves 
it as much as I do.

Let me briefly re-
view the reasons we 
are here tonight. This 
award is named in 
honour of my husband, and Toby’s father, 
Gerry Rose. Gerry lived in Saskatoon all of 
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being young that makes them such a good 
choice! Both Rebecca and Steven are by 
profession teachers who have moved into the 
business world, taking their training and ex-
perience with them. They are working parents 
of two sons, Noah and Adam, who manage to 
juggle work and family responsibilities and 
make valuable time to volunteer a priority.

Rebecca’s contributions to the commu-
nity follow the fantastic examples set by 
her parents Linda and Arnie Shaw and, even 
further back, her grandparents Clarice and 
Sid Buckwold – all award-winning volunteers 
themselves. 

Rebecca joined a Junior Hadassah group 
as a teenager. That was the beginning of 
volunteer work that was of direct benefit to 

See page 17
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Whose Line is it Anyway?  has always been 
one of my favorite TV shows and I was thrilled 
that we were able to sample a bit of this clever 
improvisational comedy show at this year’s 
Silver Spoon Dinner, Monday, May 7th, with 
our celebrity entertainment:  Colin Mochrie 
and Deb McGrath. They were hilarious and 
so delightful !!! Their quick-witted interac-
tion with the audience and spontaneous use of 
willing volunteers had everyone roaring with 
laughter. It was all very clever and hugely en-
tertaining for the 655 women at Silver Spoon.

This was our 28th annual Silver Spoon 
Dinner. We continue to be Saskatoon’s 
premiere women’s gala fundraiser because 
Silver Spoon is a wonderfully fun, prize-laden, 
pampering evening for the ladies, even giving 
them the opportunity to shop at our awesome 
Silent Auction. Once again, our MC for the 
evening was the bubbly Shauna Foster, C95 
Radio Host. One of the highlights was the 
annual presentation of The Sterling Award in 
recognition of a remarkable unsung volunteer 
and community leader, for her contribution 
to life in Saskatoon and area. This year’s 
winner was Lois Bruce. She was honoured 
for her decades of service, which started with 
her involvement at St. Paul’s United Church, 
directing the children’s choir there, for being 
pivotal in the Saskatoon music community, 
and for being one of the major organizers of the 
Schizophrenia Society of Saskatoon. What an 
amazing women! Such a well-deserved award.

As in past, the elegant Grand Salon at 
TCU Place was charged with anticipation as 
we awaited the winners of the Balloon Pop Air 
Canada Trip for Two (Sarah Barclay) and the 
50/50 winner (Noella	Leydon	-	$4417). Our 
Silent Auction items and door prizes were 
outstanding and so attractively displayed. 
Saskatoon companies and individuals donated 
all the goods and services that make our event 
so over-the-top.  Our deepest appreciation goes 
out to all our sponsors and donors and also to 
our awesome volunteers and committee. A 
huge “Thank You” to all of you! We certainly 
couldn’t do it without you.

We’d love to see more CAI members get in-
volved as Silver Spoon is still one of our com-
munity’s major fundraisers but we continue to 
be so proud that our small community and tiny 
committee continues to do so much good in 

continued on page 12

byLinda Shaw
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MAZEL	TOV	AND	CONGRATULATIONS	TO:
Steven	Goluboff,	Editor	–in	–	Chief		of	The	Bulletin	on his first ever Hole-in-One at 

Riverside Golf and Country Club, the 5th hole – 189 yards on May 23rd. 
Heather	and	Robert	Englebert on the birth of a son, Benjamin 

Michael Edmond.
Franci and Gordon Holtslander on the marriage of their daughter 
Mayah Holtslander to Chad Hryniuk, son of Gayle and Bill Hryniuk 

on May 27, 2018.
Abby Holtslander, daughter of Franci and Gordon Holtslander on 

being awarded a Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council 
(NSERC) of Canada Undergraduate Research Award for 2018.

Abby Holtlsander, daughter of Franci and Gordon Holtslander for achieving her Bachelor 
of Arts in Psychology with Great Distinction from the University of Saskatchewan.  Abby 
has been nominated for a Canadian Psychological Association (CPA) Excellence Award 
for her Honours Thesis (Posing Biases in Political Advertisements: The Role of Spatial 

Representation of Time and Emotional Expression). Abby is the recipient of the Copland 
Prize in the Social Sciences for 2018 for being one of their most distinguished graduates.  
Abby has been awarded an Entrance Scholarship for the Peter A. Allard School of Law 

(UBC) where she will be starting her studies this September in Vancouver, BC. 
Heather	and	Les	Fenyes	and	grandparents,	Sherwood	and	Elaine	Sharfe on the 

occasion of their son and grandson, Noah, being called to the Ontario Bar. 
Elaine	Sharfe on the publication of her children’s book, Little Bear.

Jordana Jacobson, who was awarded Women’s Entrepreneurs of Saskatchewan Award and 
the YWCA Women of Distinction Award.

Cohen	Goluboff-Munro who won  a gold medal with his team, the Snow 
Leopards Novice 3-on-3 hockey tournament. 

Elaine	and	Sherry	Sharfe on the birth of their third great grandchild—
Chaya Hadassa, born in Israel to their granddaughter Etti.

Elaine	and	Sherry	Sharfe on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter in 
Israel—Chaya Miriam.

Veronica	Valenzuela whose grandson Ronan Inkster received an award during the Strings/
Saskatoon Youth Orchestra on April 22nd

Susan	and	David	Katzman whose son Daniel has graduated from the U. of S. College of 
Law.

CONDOLENCES	TO 
The	friends	and	family	and	to	Martin	Hector on the death of his wife Sheila Hector in 

Vancouver . The Hectors were members of CAI for many years. 
YASHER	KOACH	AND	SHALOM	TO 

David and Jennifer Soucy and daughter Sisuei who are leaving Saskatoon and moving to 
Sherbrooke, Quebec. We will miss you.

NOTE: 
The Jewish Cemetery can now be found on Google Maps.

This page is sponsored by Steven, Leila, Sarah & Shaina Goluboff

The	Mission	Statement	of	Congregation	Agudas	Israel
Congregation	Agudas	Israel	is	a	spiritual,	religious,	educational	and	social	home	committed	to	deepening	
the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in the historical traditions of 
the	Jewish	people.	We	are	a	progressive,	democratic	and	sensitive	congregation	responding	to	the	widest	
spectrum	of	Jewish	thought	and	practice.
Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

FROM	OUR	CONGREGATIONAL	FAMILYEditorial	
by Steven Goluboff

continued on page 19
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THE	BULLETIN

The Bulletin is meant 
to chronicle the life and 
events of Congrega-
tion Agudas Israel. It is 
mundane and repetitive 
to state that we are a 

small congregation, have too many events, 
not enough volunteers, particularly those 
willing to take major leadership roles but we 
continue to be vibrant with lofty goals and 
aspirations. Our grandest venture is that of 
the Legacy Project which is reaching a point 
both in planning and in fund raising, that it 
will not be long before our contractor will be 
able to actually begin demolition, renovation 
and expansion. Our Legacy chairman, Grant 
Scharfstein reviews in this issue the history 
of the project, where we have come from and 
what we still must do. The fundraising has 
been in a hiatus for several months and must be 
rejuvenated. We must be aware that the costs 
of the project may exceed our budget and we 
must be aware of unexpected costs. Refurnish-
ing the new space has not been factored into 
the equation. We are thankful for the generous 
donations already received but there is still 
great potential within our own congregants and 
our Saskatoon alumni. We must all vigorously 
reach out to former members, many of whom 
are probably not even aware of the project. We 
must reach out to potential new members and 
possibly even regain former members of the 
congregation living in Saskatoon. As Grant has 
said, there is still much to be done. 

We have just commemorated again Yom 
Hashoah, celebrated the success of the Silver 
Spoon dinner and honoured our most recent 
recipients of the B’nai Brith Gerry Rose 
Volunteer Award. This time, we honoured a 
young couple, Steven and Rebecca Simpson, 
who have illustrated what young people can 
do in a very short time as members of the 
congregation. To honour them, symbolizes the 
importance of welcoming a new and younger 
generation of leaders and volunteers. I recently 
attended the year end Hebrew School party and 
graduation, those from Kindergarten to post 
B’nai Mitzvot. I was pleasantly surprised and 
overwhelmed by the number of children whom 
I really didn’t recognize and whose parents I 
am just beginning to know. The children are a 
long way off from sitting on committees and 
being on the Board of Trustees. But it is time 
for those parents to step up and volunteer or ac-
cept a request to take a more active part in the 
congregation. The Board requires at all times 
new and motivated members who are willing 
to accept the responsibility of leadership and 
of course, participation and attendance at 



5

This page is sponsored by Dr. Alan Rosenberg & Dr. Lesley-Ann Crone and family

Divrei	Harav	–	Rabbi	Claudio’s	Message
The	Tragedy	of	the	Bronco’s	Hockey	Team	–	A	Jewish	Response

By Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky

From	the	President
by Harold Shiffman, President, CAI

continued on page 21

Last month I sub-
mitted an article which 
may have been consid-
ered controversial. I 
put forth the idea that 
there were challenges 

within the community about the inevitable 
transfer of power regarding its management 
from one generation to the next. Where nor-
mally I hear not but crickets after a Bulletin ar-
ticle, this time I was inundated with responses 
(relatively inundated, let’s not go crazy). 

Much of the correspondence was support-
ive. Some continued my line of thought and 
added other concerns which were still unad-
dressed. Others suggested my message was 
inappropriate and I should be tearing down 
walls not building them up. I think my role 
as president is to be open and honest with 
the membership, for better or for worse. I do 
not regret my words this past winter, and I 
will continue to “tell it like it is” until such 
a time as another chump decides to take my 
place. I do not believe that my article created 
a fervour, but perhaps it was simply the right 

message at the right time for a few. As such, 
some amazing individuals have decided to 
step forward and offer of themselves for the 
sake of a better and more vibrant community.

Our largest struggle has been youth pro-
gramming. We do a great job guiding children 
through to their b’nai mitzvot. After that, most 
have nothing to do with our community: We 
simply do not have anything to offer that 
generation. Thankfully a volunteer has come 
forward willing to take on this challenge. I am 
unsure if they can do it alone, but perhaps we 
will also be able to connect with university 
students to help build leadership skills in our 
youth. Another volunteer wishes to recharge 
the under-40 crowd, which hasn’t really been 
active in almost two years. 

The lack of Shilchim has also been a chal-
lenge. Although not the same, our community 
will be visited by two different short-term 
Shaliach programs later this year and early 
next. Each stay is only a day or two, but this 
could mean two or three Shaliach-led pro-
grams for our community, which will certainly 
be a welcome treat. 

Although I am pleased that things are look-
ing up, our community still desperately needs 
your help:  I field many complaints about areas 
where we are not meeting the needs of the 
community. I’ll continue to hear your com-
plaints, of course, but what I need more than 
complaints is solutions. If you enjoy Jewish 
cooking classes, grab a recipe from the Inter-
net, call me up, and let’s make it happen. Did 
you love to go to the Breakfast Club movie? 
We have a huge selection of Israeli movies on 
DVD. Let’s choose a date, buy some snacks 
and welcome the community to a movie of 
your choosing. Truly the opportunities are 
limited only by your imagination. 

Our board does a great job of keeping the 
lights on. However, we are not good at creat-
ing content. Therefore, we pledge to provide 
you the necessary blank canvass, if you will 
bring your vision and create a masterpiece that 
can be shared with the community. Together 
we can do great things.

I t  has been two 
months since the ter-
rible accident of the 
Bronco’s hockey team, 

and after the shock of the first days the fami-
lies are now beginning the difficult process of 
mourning and coping slowly with the conse-
quences of the tragic accident. It is, of course, 
a very painful and long process, but thankfully 
they have received the help of many people 
who have expressed care and support.

It frequently happens, after a calamity of 
this magnitude, that people approach religious 
leaders to ask theological questions about God 
and the problem of human suffering. It usu-
ally takes some time, after the initial shock is 
over, but the question normally comes, and 
that shows faith is important as we struggle 
to understand how God is present in our lives. 
It’s difficult to comprehend that a merciful 

God can allow the death of 16 young people 
in such tragic way. We ask ourselves what 
they could have done to deserve that fate. In 
the case of this particular tragedy, and that  
Humboldt is a very Christian town, probably 
the question adds even more suffering to some 
of these young families who are devoted to 
their religious traditions.

The question of God and the accident 
was raised to me this week by a member 

Premium kosher table wines 
available at Saskatoon Co-op 
Wines & Spirits, Blairmore Centre. 

Find a wide selection of Galil 
Mountain and Teperberg wines 
from Israel at attractive prices.

Imported by International Cellars Inc.Vancouver, BC

ISRAEL
from

Ad compliments of Norman Gladstone

of our Congregation. I would like to share 
with you a few thoughts of what I think is 
a possible Jewish answer to the tragedy.  As 
an old and many times persecuted minority, 
as Jews we have been forced to think about 
this theological problem on many occasions, 
from Biblical times, the destruction of the 
Temples, religious persecutions and pogroms 
in the Middle Ages and of course during the 
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Three	Tips	That	Will	Make	You	an	Effective	
Jewish and Pro-Israel Advocate

by David J. Cape, Chair of the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA)

The wave of vio-
lence perpetrated by 
Hamas on the Gaza 
border that began at 

the end of March gave me pause to consider 
the challenges in pro-Israel advocacy. While 
Israelis were endangered by terrorists attempt-
ing to breach the border, much of the media 
coverage was downplaying the serious risk 
facing Israel’s civilian population and unfairly 
drawing a moral equivalency between Israel’s 
soldiers and Palestinian terrorists. 

Although addressing media 
bias is not a new challenge, the 
increased prominence of social 
media has added new layers of 
complexity – both for better and 
for worse.

In fact, social media has trans-
formed advocacy. Perhaps the 
biggest change has been the 
increasingly impactful role grass-
roots Canadians – people like you and me 
– play in public policy. Facebook, Twitter, 
and our email address book have given us all 
a network, and that makes us very powerful.

This can be a bit unnerving for many of 
us. After all, as Voltaire so aptly pointed out, 
“With great power, comes great responsibil-
ity.”

And since I believe that you – like me 
– want to be a responsible, more-effective 
online advocate for Israel and the Jewish 
community, I’d like to share three very useful 
tips with you.

Guard your credibility. Your credibility 
takes years to earn but only seconds to lose. 
And, once lost, it’s very difficult to reclaim. 
Likewise, you derive your power as a digital 
advocate from the trust your network has in 
you as someone who is honest and credible.

There are a few things you must do to pro-
tect your credibility: Only post information 
from credible sources, always ensure the im-
ages and videos you share are legitimate, and 
avoid exaggeration—use a reasonable tone.
Don’t	do	our	adversaries’	work	for	them.	

Consider this example: The hateful, divisive 
Boycott, Divestments, and Sanctions (BDS) 
movement has been a total failure. Not only 
has mainstream society rejected BDS, but 
Israel’s economy has actually grown signifi-
cantly since the movement began.

This means that for BDS to persist its 
activists must create a false perception that 
their activities are having an impact. By exag-
gerating the success of the BDS movement, 
pro-Israel advocates can accidentally provide 
these hateful, bigoted, anti-Israel activists 
with small, unearned victories. 

By thinking critically about the content you 
promote, you can avoid scoring points for our 
detractors and, instead, win victories for the 
Jewish and pro-Israel community.
You	have	a	good	story	to	tell	–	so	tell	it!	

Being a Jewish or pro-Israel digital advocate 
means that you support causes you can be 
proud of:

You stand with the only democracy in the 
Middle East. 

You oppose antisemitism and hate in all 
its forms. 

You support public policy out-
comes that improve the lives of 
all Canadians. 

It’s easy to be overwhelmed by 
our adversaries’ negativity. But 
you should never be distracted 
from the important work you’re 
doing as a digital advocate. Peo-
ple are tired of only hearing the 

bad news. If you tell positive, human-interest 
stories, your network will listen. 

So just stick to your plan, tell your story 
and, I assure you, your efforts will make an 
impact.

If you want to take your online advocacy to 
the next level, visit CIJA.ca to find out how 
you can become one of our digital advocates. 

David J. Cape is the Chair of the Centre for 
Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA)
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 Textbooks
 Family History Books

... to your specifications and satisfaction

217 Jessop Avenue • Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7N 1Y3
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Grant J. Scharfstein, Q.C. 
P 306-653-2838   •   F 306-652-47 47
E gscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com  

200 Princeton Tower   •  123 -2nd Ave. S
Saskatoon, SK S7K 7E6  

www.scharfstelnlaw.com

Guard your credibility. Your 
credibility takes years to earn but 
only seconds to lose. And, once lost, 
it’s very difficult to reclaim.
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Seraphina

Theatre In The Park 2018

Queen Seraphina and the Land of Vertebraat 
is an epic tale about a time and a place where 
everyone was disabled. 

A land of golden ramps and quiet spaces 
that was ruled by kindness alone, until a 
mysterious stranger arrives...

This original story was written by Adam 
Pottle and adapted by the Sum Theatre 
ensemble.

Presented by the Saskatchewan Human 
Rights  Commission and Concentus 
Citizenship Education, join us for the free, 
family friendly show in Saskatoon public 
parks July 2-31st. 

Theatre in the Park 2018
by Joel Bernbaum

Full performance schedule at 
sumtheatre.com 

T h a n k s  a s  a l w a y s  t o 
Congregation Agudas Israel for 
donating the hall as 
rehearsal space. 

From June 11th we 
will be rehearsing in the hall, please feel free 
to stop by and take a peak at the creative 
process. 

And don’t miss our annual special CAI 
invited dress rehearsal Sunday July 1st at 
7pm!

Toronto, ON – Today, the Centre for Israel 
and Jewish Affairs (CIJA) commended Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau on his announcement 
regarding a formal apology in the House of 
Commons for Canada’s rejection of Jewish 
refugees aboard the MS St. Louis in 1939. 
The announcement took place during a gala 
in Toronto to mark 30 years of the March of 
the Living (MOL), in honour of its Holocaust 
Survivor Educators and MOL National 
Director, Eli Rubenstein.

In response, CIJA CEO Shimon Koffler 
Fogel issued the following statement:

“We applaud the Prime Minister for 
committing to formally apologize in the 
House of Commons for the St. Louis incident 
– a shameful example of Canada’s ‘none is too 
many’ policy toward Jewish refugees fleeing 
Nazi persecution.

“Canada is extraordinary not only because 
we strive to uphold the highest ideals, but 
also because we have the courage to address 
moments in our history when we failed to do 
so. Today’s announcement builds upon the 
previous government’s decision to erect the 
Wheel of Conscience at Pier 21 in Halifax, as 
a reminder of the lessons we must learn from 
this painful incident. 

“A formal apology will be a powerful 
statement to Holocaust survivors and their 
families, including St. Louis passengers 

FOR	IMMEDIATE	RELEASE
May 8, 2018

Press	Release:	CIJA	Commends	Government	
for	Announcement	on	St.	Louis	Apology

who live in Canada today. It will also affirm 
Canada’s continued vigilance in the ongoing 
fight against antisemitism.”

Background:
In May 1939, the MS St. Louis, an ocean 

liner carrying European Jews seeking refuge 
from Nazi Germany, arrived in Cuba. Despite 
facing imminent danger in Germany, more 
than 900 of its passengers were denied 
admission to Cuba and the United States. 
Ignoring calls for a compassionate response, 
the Government of Canada refused to admit 
a single passenger. The ship returned to 
Europe. Hundreds were later murdered in 
the Holocaust.

The St. Louis incident reflected Canada’s 
restrictive policy toward Jewish immigration 
prior to the Holocaust. At the time, Jews 
experienced extensive social and institutional 
bigotry in Canada. Jewish Canadians faced 
discriminatory quotas restricting admission 
to university programs, as well as bans from 
numerous social clubs and corporations. Signs 
in some public parks reportedly declared: ‘No 
dogs or Jews allowed.’

On Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance 
Day, April 11, 2018) CIJA launched an open 
letter encouraging the Prime Minister to issue 
a formal apology in the House of Commons 
for the St. Louis. Within days, thousands of 

Canadians added their name to the letter.
With cross-party support, previous 

governments have offered formal apologies 
in the House of Commons for historic 
injustices committed by Canadian officials. 
This includes apologies for the internship of 
Japanese-Canadians during WWII (1988), 
the Chinese Head Tax (2006), Canada’s 
Residential School system (2008), the 
Komagata Maru (2016), and systematic 
bigotry against LGBTQ+ Canadians (2017).

The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs 
(CIJA) is the advocacy agent of the Jewish 
Federations of Canada-UIA.

For more information, please contact:
Adir Krafman
Senior Manager, Media Relations
The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs 
(CIJA)
Phone: 416-820-6871
Email: akrafman@cija.ca
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SASKATOON — Over 2,000 students from 
Greater Saskatoon Catholic and Saskatoon 
Public Schools heard the powerful testimony 
of Holocaust survivor Robbie Waisman March 
15 at the Cathedral of the Holy Family in 
Saskatoon.

Heather Fenyes of Congregation Agudas 
Israel welcomed students to the annual Ho-
locaust Education Program. “For more than 
10 years we understood that to truly learn and 
act on the lessons of the Holocaust we 
need an audience of young people,” 
she told the students gathered for the 
event. “Without you in the room we 
won’t ever see change.”

She described how the program 
was originally held in the synagogue, 
with Holocaust survivors telling their 
stories up to four times in two days 
to groups of youth. Three years ago, 
in order to permit the aging survivors 
to speak to just as many youth on one 
day, the bishop of Saskatoon (now 
Archbishop Donald Bolen of Regina) 
and Rev. David Tumback offered the 
larger venue of the cathedral as a 
setting for the Jewish community’s 
annual education event.

“We were worried,” admitted 
Fenyes. “This piece of history, like 
all genocides, is a global responsibility, but 
the story of six million murdered Jews is our 
story, and we worried that we would lose an 
essential piece of ourselves and our message 
if we stopped telling it in our home. And 
then the first year here happened, and we the 
teachers became the students. We learned that 
by sharing our story of the Holocaust, it will 
always be personal, but in the sharing, the 
learning is far more powerful, and the change 
is much greater.”

In Judaism, the charge to repair the world 
is called Tikkun olam, Fenyes explained. “To-
day, Robbie’s story will become our common 
prayer, and, as such, far more powerful than 
the one we could have created alone.”

The Holocaust is one of the darkest periods 
of human history, in which “pure racism” led 
to the murder of six million Jewish people, 
she said. 

“The Holocaust didn’t begin with death 
camps. It began with small, dangerous hate 
speech and grew into a massive killing ma-
chine,” Fenyes noted, adding that the world 
must continue to fight the hatred and racism 
that still plagues our culture. The treatment of 
indigenous peoples in Canada, the shooting of 
men praying at a Quebec mosque, the bomb-
ing of synagogues, and a rise in terrorism 
around the world demonstrate that the scourge 

from	The	Prairie	Messenger,	21	March	2018	with	permission

Holocaust	Education	Event	Held	At	Saskatoon	Cathedral
by Kiply Lukan Yaworski

Prairie Messenger, 21 March 2018 – HOLOCAUST EDUCATION — Rev. David 
Tumback (left) of Holy Family Cathedral in Saskatoon welcomed special 
guests at the Holocaust Education Program which was organized by the Jew-
ish community on March 15 for some 2,000 students: Rabbi Claudio Jodor-
kovsky, Holocaust survivor Robbie Waisman, Centre for Israel and Jewish 
Affairs representative Matthew Godwin, Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools 
chair Diane Boyko, and MC Heather Fenyes of Congregation Agudas Israel.  – 
Photo by Kiply Yaworski

of hatred continues in Canada and beyond.
“Every single one of you can and must be 

the change to end the hate that has no place 
in our homes, our community or our world. 
I beg you, be the change,” Fenyes told the 
2,000 students gathered at the cathedral and 
hundreds more viewing the event via live-
streamed video. 

Turning the cathedral ambo over to Wais-
man, Fenyes told the students, “Chances are in 

your entire lifetime you will never meet some-
body who has survived all that he has, and 
yet you will quickly hear how his spirit, his 
resilience and his pure goodness are brighter 
than his darkest memory.”

Born in Skarzysko, Poland in 1931 to a 
close-knit family, Robbie Waisman was just 
a boy when Nazi forces invaded Poland. 
Except for Robbie and his sister Leah, the 
entire Waisman family was murdered during 
the Holocaust. 

Waisman survived different concentration 
camps as a slave labourer in munitions facto-
ries, and was ultimately liberated from Buch-
enwald on April 11, 1945 by American forces. 
Asked his name by the liberating soldiers that 
he saw as angels, the traumatized Waisman 
blurted out his concentration camp number.

“I am a survivor of that infamous place, 
where death was my constant companion. I 
celebrate April 11 as my birthday, although 
I was only 14 years old, for that day I was 
reborn into freedom,” he said. 

He came to Canada as a young man, living 
in Saskatoon for many years. He now lives 
in Vancouver and has spoken to thousands of 
youth and adults around the world. 

“Imagine being a 14-year-old boy, imag-
ine having been in hell and back over four 
years,” he said. “Being starved, emotionally 

exhausted, physically weakened, deprived of 
every human emotion — imagine being so 
brutalized, so dehumanized that you begin to 
believe you are no longer human. And in spite 
of it all never losing hope of being reunited 
with family.” 

Waisman described the slow realization 
about the enormity of the Holocaust, which 
was so difficult to comprehend. “And we had 
to find a way to deal and cope with the loss of 

all our loved ones murdered 
by the Nazis. How were we 
going to live with all these 
horrors?” 

He shared details of his 
horrific experience, his sepa-
ration from his mother, and 
her murder; the death of his 
older brothers, of his sister-
in-law and his three-year-old 
nephew; and the despair and 
suffering of his father. 

“I don’t tell you these things 
to sadden you, but to empow-
er you,” Waisman told the 
attentive crowd, encouraging 
his young listeners to battle 
hate and bullying wherever 
they find it. “Life to me is so 
important,” he said, sharing 

his sadness reading about a young woman 
who committed suicide because of bullying. 

Waisman shared stories of the resilience 
of the human spirit of those who survived 
the concentrations camps, and the power of 
memory.

His own early years as the beloved youngest 
son of a loving family gave him the strength 

continued on page 19
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The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:

As my father planted 
for me before I was 
born,
So do I plant for 
those who will come 
after me.

from the Talmud

Your contribution, 
sent to: 

Saskatoon Jewish 
Foundation 

Congregation Agudas 
Israel, 

715 McKinnon Avenue, 
Saskatoon S7H 2G2 will 

be gratefully received 
and faithfully applied.

TO GREETING FROM  
     

NATE & GRACE GOLUBOFF FUND
Steven Goluboff Thank you for a wonderful Brit Milah of our 
 new grandson, Thaddeus Daphne Taras& Allen Ponak,  
   David & Joan Taras 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky Thank you for a wonderful Brit Milah of our  
 new grandson, Thaddeus Daphne Taras & Allen Ponak,  
   David & Joan Taras

CAI LEGACY PROJECT
Leona Wasserman Mazel Tov on the birth of your grandson, Ashton Paul Cindy Hanna

Alan Rosenberg Mazel Tov on receiving the Canadian Rheumatology  
 Association Distinguished Rheumatologist Award Cindy Hanna

The Avivi Family Mazel Tov on the birth of Zain Abe Cindy Hanna

The Landa & Puterman families Mazel tov on the birth of Arieh Puterman Geva Cindy Hanna

Jen, Sa’ar & Lavie Glazer  
& The Scharfstein family Mazel Tov on the birth of Emilia Jean Glazer Cindy Hanna

Sherwood & Elaine Sharfe Mazel Toz on receiving the Power of Humanity Award Cindy Hanna

June Avivi Well wishes and congratulations on your move Cindy Hanna

Steven & Rebecca Simpson Mazel Tov on receiving the Gerry Rose Volunteer Award Cindy Hanna 

CAI In memory of Sarah Ponak Allen Ponak

This Page is Sponsored by the United Israel Appeal of Canada

Israel is not for the 
faint of heart. It is an 
ongoing existential 
drama where life is 
celebrated and given 
dynamic expression 
by a people whom 
death has stalked 

like no other.
Here the dial of human ingenuity has been 

moved forward in a cascade of extraordinary 
technological advances that has made the 
‘start-up nation’ a byword for innovation.  It 
is also the place where the arts flourish where 
music and the written word are revered and 
archeology has a special place. But it is the 
revival of Hebrew as a modern language that 
is its crown jewel. Propelled by a people 
eager to exercise its regained sovereignty the 
usage of Hebrew in all areas of life captures 
more than anything else the spirit of a people 
intent on picking up where they left off 2,000 
years ago. 

Nothing though would have been possible 
without the nation’s ability to defend itself. It 
recalls the return of the Jews from their exile 

in Babylon in 539 BCE when ‘those who were 
rebuilding … took their load with one hand 
and the other holding a weapon’. (Nehemiah 
4:17) Thus has it always been. 

Yet despite Israel’s remarkable progress 
since its founding in 1948 and even taking 
into account the signing of peace accords with 
Egypt and Jordan, the main prize remains 
elusive: Reconciliation with the Palestinians. 

The territorial imperative to defend one’s 
piece of property however small or large is 
as much a part of our nature as the air we 
breathe. And, in this instance we have a case 
of “too little geography, too much history”. 
When it is furthermore decreed to be sacred 
martyrdom is sure to follow.

For the Palestinians, let alone the Muslim 
world, the Zionist narrative was nothing less 
than a naked land grab, a colonial enterprise 
that sought to assert a purely European pres-
ence into a Land which has always been 
theirs since time immemorial and moreover 
exclusively sacred to them. 

As for Israel it is far and away the more 
powerful of the two. In fact it is a regional 
superpower, even a nuclear power as is widely 

believed, whose might ensures its physical 
right to survive. With such a guarantee so-
cial, cultural and religious forces that were 
always at play, even long before the State was 
declared, are given free reign of expression as 
they jockey for ascendancy in this boisterous 
democracy.

What should the nature of the State be? 
Whose Zionist vision would be fulfilled?   The 
founder of political Zionism, Theodore Herzl, 
imagined a state that would be a thoroughly 
European humanistic and liberal democracy 
existing in harmony with its neighbors.  At 
its opposite end is the vision cherished by the 
ultra Orthodox messianic nationalist camp 
of total and complete hegemony from the 
Mediterranean Sea to the Jordan River as a 
fulfillment of Biblical prophecy. 

The pendulum that swings between the two 
extremes swung toward Herzl’s vision in the 
early decades of the State, now clearly it is 
moving inexorably toward a more strident and 
nationalistic position. Yet whichever direction 
it takes there is simply no escaping the pres-
ence of the Palestinian. 

Israel at 70
by Dov Harris

continued on page 18
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SASKATOON — At the annual Yom 
Ha Shoah commemorating the six million 
who died in the Holocaust, president of 
Congregation Agudas Israel Harold Shiff-
man noted that anti-Semitism continues 
to rise across the globe. 

“I encourage you to remind your friends 
about this event and others like it; don’t 
take anything you read at face value and 
check your sources; stand up for those 
who cannot stand up for themselves,” 
said Shiffman, before welcoming the dig-
nitaries and the main speaker, Holocaust 
survivor Robbie Waismann.

“We are one human family,” said Com-
missioner David Arnot of the Saskatch-
ewan Human Rights Commission, noting 
that human rights came to the forefront 
because of the Holocaust, and rights and 
responsibilities must be part of every 
student’s pedagogy. 

“Racism was the justification to murder 
six million Jews,” noted Rabbi Claudio 
Jodorkovsky. “The Holocaust didn’t be-
gin with death camps, but with small, dan-
gerous hate speech, and from these seeds 
it grew into a mass killing machine.”

Last January, the Polish parliament in-
troduced a law that criminalizes any sug-
gestion that Poland had any complicity in 
the Holocaust, claiming that it was never 
a free actor because of the invasions of 
Germany and Russia. Three million Jews 
were killed in Poland, noted Jodorkovsky, 
and while many Polish citizens risked 
their lives to rescue Jewish people, laws 
like this whitewash history.

“Many Poles helped Jews. Many were 
afraid, and didn’t get involved. But 
many were eager to collaborate. Any at-
tempt to deny or relativize that fact is a 
lie and a manipulation of history,” said 
Jodorkovsky. “We are here to listen to a 
man who experienced anti-Semitism and 
persecution in Poland, even before the 
pogroms. He was beaten up by his own 
friends because he was a Jew.”

Robbie Waismann was born in Skar-
zysko, Poland in 1920 to a close-knit 
family. He lost them all, except his sister 
Leah, spending time in different camps as 

from	The	Prairie	Messenger,	11	April	2018	with	permission

‘Never	Again’	Has	Become	‘Again	And	Again’
by Andréa Ledding

a slave labourer. He was liberated from 
Buchenwald on April 11, 1945 by the 
first black man he’d ever seen, African-
American soldier Leon Bass.

“Imagine being a 14-year-old boy hav-
ing been through all these horrors over a 
six year period, being hungry, starved, 
deprived of every human emotion, so bru-
talized and dehumanized that you begin 
to believe that you are no longer human, 
and yet still somehow living in hope that 
you will be reunited with family.”

When they asked him his name, he 
blurted out 117098, his number. He was 
surprised that they wanted to know his 
name. But with this new freedom and 
hope came the realization that there was 
no home to return to, that they were all or-
phans whose families had been murdered. 

“Today in excess of over 70 years since 
my liberation, the promise of ‘never 
again’ have become ‘again and again.’ 
A number of situations has tested the 
world’s resolve — in Cambodia, the for-
mer Yugoslavia, Rwanda, Darfur, Syria. 
My eyes have seen unspeakable horrors.”

After the war, 426 young people among 
20,000 adults in Buchenwald were res-
cued and taken to France, where experts 
concluded they had become psychopaths 
and would never amount to anything.

“I am proud of the boys of Buchen-
wald, such personalities as Elie Wiesel, a 
Nobel prize-winner, and the chief Rabbi 
of Israel, and Israel’s ambassador to the 
United States. Not bad for a bunch of 
lunatics, don’t you think?” said Waisman 
to laughter. 

The hope of seeing family was what 
helped him survive, the baby of the fam-
ily, when his parents and all but one of his 
older siblings were killed, some before his 
eyes. His elder brothers and his beloved 
sister-in-law were all killed.

“My nephew Nathan was not three 
years old the last time I saw him. Golda 
could easily have gone to work in a muni-
tions factory but refused to be separated 
from her little boy, and was sent to the 
Treblinka gas chamber with him.” 

His older brother was put on a truck 

when he contract-
ed typhoid fever. 
Waismann  had 
an overwhelming 
urge to join him but 
he was stopped, 
and waved away 
by his older brother. A few minutes later 
shots rang out from the nearby forest. 

“Never will I forget the devastation in 
my heart, the horror of the truck return-
ing empty.”

Waismann noticed an immediate change 
in his father the following Sunday, the 
only day they saw each other while work-
ing 12- hour opposing shifts in the muni-
tions factory. The following Thursday 
he did not see his father on the opposing 
shift, and still has no idea how he died. 

Waismann noted that, while many ques-
tioned their faith and asked where God 
was in all this, that faith also sustained 
them in later years, and what they had 
been taught in childhood stayed with them 
as a reassurance. 

“Evil must be recognized, and we have 
a responsibility to ensure that it never 
happens to anyone. And yet I must ask, 
‘Have we learned nothing from the past? 
What is the world doing about it now?”

Waismann asked, “What can I add to 
your knowledge? Perhaps this: children 
can grow old overnight; warm memories 
of a successful childhood can sustain 
you in later life; staying silent after deep 
wounds internalize the injury; and one 
heals better by sharing the pain with 
others. 

“From my experience, I help First 
Nations people find healing and recon-
ciliation. For over 100 years, indigenous 
children were taken from their parents. 
The latest figures show that over 3,000 
never came home and some that did have 
tales of physical and sexual abuse.”

He urges resilience in the face of ad-
versity, and for all to continue to bear 
witness both to atrocities and to hope and 
resilience in the face of those atrocities. 
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Canada’s	Ambassador	to	Israel	Her	
Excellency	Deborah	Lyons	Visits	Saskatoon

by	Bruce	Cameron

C a n a d a ’ s 
Ambassador to Israel 
H e r  E x c e l l e n c y 
Deborah Lyons was 

the guest of the Jewish community on May 
17th at a supper attended by twenty-five at 
Riverside Golf and Country Club. 

In an address she said that Israel is very 
important to the world as evidenced through 
its creativity and energy and has much to offer 
the world.

Ambassador Lyons is on a Foreign Affairs 
series of meetings with the Jewish members 
of all Canadian provinces as well as with CIJA 
and the Federations. She said she is a strong 
supporter of a solid tie between Israel and 
Canada, and that in the last three years the 
Canadian Embassy has been the 5th busiest 
Embassy in Israel. As well she said that 
Ministers Ralph Goodale and Marc Garneau 
have been guests of the Embassy in the past 
year, with other senior cabinet ministers yet 
to come during the year. At the same time, she 
feels it is overdue for Israel to send a senior 
K n e s s e t 
minister to 
Canada as 
a quick pro 
quoi.

S h e 
s p o k e  a s 
if a peace 
agreement 
w i t h  t h e 

Palestinians is realistic and held President 
Abbas as a leader in Gaza with whom a 
sincere peace agreement may be met. She 
further stated that President Abbas has been 

more committed to the peace process than 
any other leader.

She praised President Trump’s recent 

statement on the peace process and said 
that there is momentum building toward the 
possibility of peace although the Trump U.S. 
Embassy moving to Jerusalem caused the 

Palestinian 
side to leave 
the  peace 
process and 
posed the 
q u e s t i o n 
“If  Abbas 
has left the 

process how do we get him back on track?”

She stated that the peace process includes 
the following elements from the Canadian 
Government’s perspective:

1.  Boundaries and the right to return
2.  Economics and suggested a model that 

might include a Peace Fund, modelled on 
that currently in place between Ireland 
and the IRA.

3.  Regional elements which would need 
to include Saudi Arabia whose Crown 
Prince she said is “warming up to Israel”, 
the Emirates, Egypt, Jordan and Bahrain. 

My wife and I just joined with others in 
a wonderful evening of getting to know the 
Canadian Ambassador to Israel, Deborah 
Lyons   The event was held at the Riverside 
Golf and Country club, a perfect place for 
hosting an honoured guest.  After informal 
introductions among the 25 or so guests in 

attendance we were treated to 
a lovely meal.  Following the 
meal, the Ambassador fielded 
questions and shared at length 
on a variety of current topics 
regarding Israel.  Several 
things stood out to us. 

One is that the Ambassador 
has a definite love for Israel.  
Another is that she is very 
qualified for and is working 

tirelessly at her position as Canadian 
Ambassador.  She will accomplish much 
in her role as our Ambassador.  She also 
exuded great hope for the future of Israel 
and of Canada - Israel relations becoming 

even stronger.  She was able to share 
some details of upcoming events, trade 
delegations and political moves that 
are not yet in the news but are very real 
and encouraging.  She also stressed that 
peace in Israel is more possible than 
we think and something that must be 
accomplished. 

The Ambassador was in Saskatoon as 
part of a cross Canada tour, to meet with 
MP’s, presenting Israeli advantages and 

concerns to these people, and  to visit Jewish 
congregations ,to whom she feels accountable 
to represent and share their concerns. She is 

also visiting and becoming aware of the 
economic, intellectual or other expertise in 
the cities she visits that could be of mutual 
benefit to both Canada and Israel. The tour is 
a major commitment on her part, but she feels 
it is important for her to share the truth of the 
good things she sees in Israel, to counter the 
negative news that Canadians often hear. She 
listed a few of many ways in which Canada 
can benefit by closer relationships with Israel. 
She is also working very hard at raising the 
bar in effective relationships between Canada, 
Israel and with other countries through or with 
their ambassadors.  

She spoke of three things in particular. 
First, Israel’s right to defend her borders. 
The threat from the Iranian-Syrian situation 
is increasingly being recognized in the 
international community and among the Sunni 
Muslims in Saudi Arabia, Emeradi, and Egypt. 
Even Jordan was back to a more favorable 
stance.She said Abbas has much respect in 
this area and needs encouragement to return 
to the peace process.The Gaza situation 
requires investigation as to Hamas’s role in 
the casualties or militia offences mounted by 
this group. She stated that the role of Hamas 
needs to be continuously exposed, not only 
for Israel’s sake but for the Palestinians 
themselves. Second is the definition of 
refugees perhaps relating most to the treatment 
of the Eritreans. Much work was done to help 
Israel deal well with these people but a couple 
of influential people swayed Netanyahu 
to make his unfortunate statement, since 
repealed. Regional development is critical, 

A Friends Perspective
by Dale Wuschke

continued on page 20

continued on page 20
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This page is sponsored by Susanne Kaplan

I had the privilege 
of going on a trip to 

Winnipeg to learn more 

about human rights and 

the Holocaust. What I 

liked the most of this 

trip was the Museum 

for Human Rights and 

being able to explore around the outside of the museum in 

the river and shops. My first impression of the Museum for 

Human Rights and Holocaust was how modern and well 

displayed it was. It had very new technology that helped us 

understand everything better and clearer. My favourite part 

of the museum was seeing stories from all over the world.

I think the most I learned about this experience was that 

there are many more stories and sides of the Holocaust 

and other world tragedies. Most of my knowledge 

of the Holocaust was from a Jewish perspective and 

what happened in Germany. I never really knew about 

the experience of the Holocaust in other countries, 

including Canada, so this was a great experience to 

teach me that. Meeting the other kids from Hamilton 

was great. I’m very happy that we had the chance to 

go to Winnipeg and meet people from Hamilton as 

well. I want to thank B’nei Brith for their support in 

this life changing and unforgettable experience.

Amiel Jodorkovsky

All in all, our recent trip to Winnipeg was a pretty cool trip, and I 
really enjoyed it. It was the first time I’ve been on an airplane in 
a while, which was pretty fun. There were lots of other kids there, 
about half of them being Jewish. Other than camp, I’m not usually 
around a lot of Jewish kids and it was super fun for all of us. 

While we were there we did about two excursions every day, 
such as the Manitoba Legislative Building, Fort Whyte, Winnipeg 
Harvest, the Human Rights Museum (which was probably my 
favourite part of the trip because I really enjoyed the architecture 
of the building), exploring the Forks, the Assiniboine Zoo and 
going exploring through the Manitoba Museum! As you can see, 
we did a lot of cool activities and I am very thankful to B’nai 
Brith for making it possible for me to go on this amazing trip!

Joe Jodrey

I really enjoyed the trip to Winnipeg and I’m glad that I got the opportunity to participate in this fun learning experience. One of the things we did on the trip was go to the Human Rights Museum. I wasn’t sure what to expect going there but I was amazed with not just the displays but also the unique architecture of the building. The displays were very creative, visually pleasing and easy to under-stand. One of my favorite displays was a huge timeline of times in history when human rights were broken.  Un-derneath were pictures of people who made a change to create a more accepting world based around human rights. I learned to think more about others and what everyone is going through before making judgements, and how differ-ent groups of people have their own struggles that we may not even know about since we are not part of said group. On this trip, we were combined with a group of kids from Hamilton, Ontario. I didn’t get the chance to personally talk to all of them but the ones I did were very welcoming and intelligent individuals.  I’m glad I got to spend time with them. As they were all a bit older than us it was an-other learning experience to hang out with them while they talked about their experiences in life. Overall this trip was a very positive experience and I’m happy I got the chance to attend! 

Millia Shiffman

Saskatoon Youth Visit Winnipeg’s 
Museum	of	Human	Rights

A few weeks ago Rabbi Claudio took me and three other 
kids to Winnipeg for a trip of a lifetime. I had so much fun 
learning and meeting new people. We went to many different 
museums and zoos. I especially enjoyed spending time with 
and listening to the Holocaust survivor. My highlight was 
visiting the Legislature. Our tour guide was so interesting and 
taught us about all the secrets hidden in the building.

Our group was paired with kids from Hamilton. I really 
enjoyed getting to know them and spending time with other 
Jewish kids. It was fun staying in a hotel and the food was 
really good. I really appreciate the hospitality of The Asper 
Foundation.

In preparation for our trip I volunteered at The Friendship 
Inn. I met some really great people and felt good about help-
ing out. It was a really good experience and I plan to help out 
there again. 

Thank you to the Asper Foundation and B’nai Brith for 
sending me on this incredible trip. 

Noah Simpson
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We respect and admire our ancestors, we 
honour and love our grandparents and parents, 
and we naturally want and need to think of 
ourselves as decent people.  It is difficult, to 
say the least, to accept that our dear family 
members either supported or were indifferent 
to the systematic racism that crushed so many 
families and sought to eliminate the cultures 
of our indigenous peoples.  These are the 
stories that many of us just don’t want to be 
told.  That is why the Truth and Reconciliation 
movement is so important.

B’nai Brith is very pleased to partner with 
King George Community School to play our 
small role in reconciliation.  We have commit-
ted to providing funds to sponsor an annual 
school pow-wow for the next four years, to 
purchasing computer hardware to support 

B’nai Brith Update
by David Katzman, President of B’nai Brith Lodge 739 and Chairman of Silver Plate Dinner

Cree language instruction and to support 
drumming and dance regalia creation.  Our 
members and our congregation will be invited 
to the pow wows and I hope many of us will 
attend to show our personal support for this 
reconnection of young people to their culture.

At our April meeting I shared the letter 
that I wrote to the Board of Remai Modern 
Gallery, expressing my concerns about the 
Hebron photograph exhibit.  The photos of 
Ahlam Shibli illustrated how difficult life was 
for the Arabs.  It did seem odd that this was 
the only exhibit that required lengthy written 
commentary by the photographer. Modern 
art should comment on modern times, but 
such one-sided presentations do not offer a 
springboard to dialogue that helps justice 
move forward.

We are pleased to note 
that a rejuvenated B’nai 
Brith Canada has become 
very active in helping uni-
versity students across our country to address 
the BDS movement.  Brian Herman, formerly 
of Regina, is now working out of Edmonton 
BB office and we look forward to his involve-
ment with our Lodge.

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, Sept. 
5 at 6 p.m. and a light dinner will be served.  
The AGM for CAI follows at 7:30.  We invite 
all Jewish men and those men with Jewish 
partners to be a part of the important work 
of BB.  The tickets for our Nov. 6 BB Dinner 
will be distributed so it is important to have 
everyone there.

Barristers, Solicitors and Mediators
RANDY	KATZMAN

B.Comm., LL.B.

(306) 653-5000
Fax: (306) 652-4171

5th Floor, Atrium Place, #510, 128 - 4th Avenue S., 
Saskatoon, S7K 1M8

CUELENAERE, KENDALL
KATZMAN

         RICHARDS&

Sisterhood	Notes
by Zoe Litman, President, Agudas Israel Sisterhood

This spring I was 
privileged to attend 
the Intra Continental 
Spring Conference of  
Women’s League for 
Conservative Judaism 

held in St. Louis Missouri.  Our Saskatoon 
Sisterhood is part of a larger region stretching 
north/south from Mexico to Saskatchewan 
and east/ west from Manitoba to Kansas. It 
wasn’t until I attended this conference did I 
understand the great network of Jewish wom-
en we are a part of.  I had the opportunity to 
meet with Jewish women of all ages from the 
region.  Just as many of them had never heard 
of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan I was pleased to 
meet ladies from Plano, Texas and to realize 
we had much in common.

We all shared a love of our community and 
a wish to conserve the values and traditions of 
Judaism in the modern world.  Although our 
Saskatoon chapter was one of the smallest, 
no one could imagine the great work we do 
when I recounted a summary of our Silver 
Spoon Dinner over the years at a program 
sharing workshop. So many women were 
incredulous when I told them we had twenty 

active members, saying their groups of 200 or 
more women couldn’t have pulled off such an 
event.  Agudas Israel is truly remarkable and 
these women affirmed it .

Many presented recaps of their WLCJ 100th 
Anniversary Shabbat Dinner which we also 
held in January.  I was pleased that we shared 
the traditional Shabbat event with the other 
communities across North America.

A common thread and concern was keeping 
Sisterhood relevant when our busy lives are 
filled with so many demands whether it be 
from family , home or work.  They empha-
sised the joy of connecting with other women, 
meeting and planning activities and enriching 
our lives with our Jewish heritage.  It was a 
truly unique experience to sit in a room with 
70 other women discussing Anti-Semitism, 
Israel, mixed marriage in the current times 
or engaging the Millennial generation with 
Judaism. 

I learned we have much in common with 
other communities and synagogues which 
experience the same challenges with member-
ship and dwindling populations. Issues such 
as children moving to other communities to 
study and not returning home to their con-

gregations or trying to fundraise for many of 
the Jewish charities which we support were 
common.

We shared Torah study sessions, a havda-
lah service and morning Shacharit Services. 
I learned our small Saskatoon congregation 
is just as vibrant and engaging as the larger 
centres where there are hundreds of members.

I came away truly inspired and I hope that 
many of you join us in the fall when we begin 
anew so that we can continue to enrich our 
lives through this wonderful organization.
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HOW YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE

Every contribution to the CAI Legacy Project – Capital Fund Raising Campaign will be eligible for a charitable donation receipt from Congregation Agudas 
Israel.  Congregation Agudas Israel is registered as a charity with the Canada Revenue Agency.  Our registration number is 106967169 RR0001    
                     .  
Here’s an example of how a contribution of $10,000 from a Saskatchewan resident will be treated for tax purposes:

You make a donation of $10,000 in 2017 and you are a Saskatchewan resident;
 1.The Federal charitable tax credit rate is 15% on the first $200 and 29% on the balance of the donation.  
    Your Federal tax credit is therefore $2,872;
 2. The Saskatchewan charitable tax credit rate is 11% on the first $200 and 15% on the balance of the 
    donation. Your provincial charitable tax credit is therefore $1,492.

Your net cost, after the tax saving, is actually only $5,636.  This benefit is available for each and every year you make the donation in the event your donation is 
spread over a number of years.

There are also significant tax benefits for gifts of publicly listed securities. We would be pleased to discuss this option with you at any time.

To get involved in the CAI Legacy Project Capital Fund Raising Campaign please call,  send a cheque or fill out the ‘Pledge Form’ insert included in this 
brochure and send it to:

Grant Scharfstein
200 – 123 2nd Ave. S.
Saskatoon Saskatchewan, S7K 7E6
Or email it to: gscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com

Cheques are to be made out to CAI Legacy Project

You can also contribute online by Debit or Visa by going to the Congregation Agudas Israel Website at www.agudasisrael.org  and clicking on ‘Legacy Project’ 

We need you to participate in this life changing Legacy Project - if you have any 
questions or comments please contact Grant Scharfstein at 

gscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com or by calling 306-653-2838. 
Thank you for your consideration.

THE CAI LEGACY PROJECT 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

CONGREGATION 
AGUDAS ISRAEL

SASKATOON, SASKATCHEWAN

FACILITY RENEWAL PLAN 2017

TAX BENEFITS

MAKING A DONATION OR PLEDGE

The time is now, the 
need is great.  As our 

grandparents and   
parents did for us, so 
too shall we do for 

the next generations 

L’dor V’dor

The Legacy Fund
How high 
can	we	go!

$3	Million

June 93%

On November 25th, 2015 the Board of 
Trustees established the Future Planning Task 
Force mandate.  It was to examine our exist-
ing Jewish Community Centre and determine 
what the best option would be to renew our 
home.  All options were considered, from a 
sale of the property and building and starting 
anew somewhere else, to a simple facelift, to 
a more major renovation.

Based on the review and investigation done 
by the Task Force the recommendation to the 
Board was to do a major addition and renova-
tion of our current building.

Having accepted this option, the next task 
was to engage a company that could assist us 
in designing and planning for such a project.  
The architect and design company chosen was 
aodbt architect and interior design.  Working 
with aodbt a floor plan and general discussion 
around renovations was undertaken to come 
to an approximate cost for the project.  This 
process included two general community in-
formation sessions and many meetings with 
the Future Planning Task Force and aodbt. 
The cost estimate by aodbt to complete the 
expansion and renovations came in around 
$2.5 million.

Next came the most important phase of the 
project, that of raising the funds necessary 
to do the project.  A Fundraising Committee 
was struck and went to work.  The Commit-
tee set a goal to raise $3.0 million. Through 
the unbelievable dedication and work of this 
Fundraising Committee a total of $2.8 mil-
lion has now been raised and pledged.  This 
includes the support of over 120 individuals 
who contributed, including many former 
alumni living in other parts of Canada, the 
United States and Israel.  It also includes 70% 
of our own congregants.  

And our fundraising efforts are, and need 
to be, continued.  Please, if you have not yet 
given or pledged, do so and become part of 
this Legacy.

Having raised sufficient funds to move for-
ward the next step was to find a construction 
company to be the construction manager for 
the project.  A Request for Proposals was sent 
out to 10 selected contractors, and 5 responded 
with proposals.  All 5 were interviewed and 
the recommendation to the Board of Trustees 
was to retain the services of Quorex Construc-

Congregation Agudas Israel
Legacy Project

by Grant Scharfstein

tion as the construction manager for the proj-
ect.  Currently we are negotiating the terms of 
Quorex’s contract.

Moving forward the plan is to have final 
and complete construction drawings for the 
addition and renovations completed by Sep-
tember 1st, 2018, with construction beginning 
then, and being completed by July of 2019.

This is the most exciting project undertaken 
by our Congregation in over 60 years (since 
the construction of the existing building).  
Once completed we will have a home that 
we can enjoy, and be proud of. Sometime in 
August this year we will have an open house 
information session for the entire Congrega-
tion to come and see what’s planned, and to 
get your input into the final product.  Please 
make every effort to attend once a date is set. 
Your input is important and needed.

We are not there yet, but we’re getting 
there.  There is a lot of work yet to be done, 
and we will need a lot of volunteers over the 
next year to help organize and coordinate the 
renovations. We know we can count on each 
and every one of you to do your part.  

We could not have gotten here without 
the unselfish dedication and commitment of 
those on the Future Planning Task Force, the 
Legacy Project Fund Raising Committee, our 
dedicated Board of Trustees and, of course, 
those who have donated and committed to 
make this dream come true. 

Dov Harris, a now retired staffer from the 
UIA Federations in Toronto, wrote an article 
about our community and the Legacy Project 
in the Canadian Jewish News on August 24, 
2017.  He said: “That Congregation Agudas 
Israel rose to the challenge from within and 
as well from its ‘borderless community’ at a 
time when decisive action was needed will 
resonate for all the generations that follow 
and be their finest legacy.  Could there be 
a better illustration of a community’s sense 
of self, of its confidence to fulfull a pledge 
expressed succinctly in the Talmud: “As my 
ancestors planted for me, so do I plant for 
those who will come after me”.

L’dor V’dor.  From generation to genera-
tion.  That is what this Legacy Project is all 
about.  “The time is now.  The need is great.  
As our grandparents and parents did for us, 
so too shall we do for the next generations.” 

This was our plea. This was our call to action, 
and you listened and heeded the call.  Yasher 
Koach to all who have made this project a 
reality.  
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 I only had short conversations with a 
very few Jewish people in these places.  But 
it was a wonderful feeling to know that there 

My	Synagogue	Sightings	In	Mexico	City	And	Panama	
City	This	Last	Year...	Plus	One	Chabad	House!	

by Lorna Bernbaum – Reporting for the Bulletin

So,  I  l ike  to 
travel and see new 
places.  For me, it 

is always interesting to see if there are 
any Jewish people where I am.   This last 
winter it was interesting to discover two 
large places of Jewish worship.  

The first weekend in December I was 
in Mexico City.   I hired a private guide 
who took me to an elaborate synagogue 
in the Polanco II Section of the city.  In 
order to even enter, I had to show my 
passport, submit to an interview where 
I was asked to provide the name of 
the synagogue where I was a member, 
have my picture taken and give my 
personal email.  Finally they let me 
in.  It is really a beautiful synagogue 
with lots of beautiful stained glass and 
two different places of prayer for two 
different services.  It was a very large 
and elaborate place. I did not stay for 
the entire service but at least it was 
possible to enter.  What security!

In April I went on an adventure tour 
of Costa Rica (La Fortuna/Arenal, 
Monteverde and Quepos) plus Panama, 
(Boquete and Bocas del Toro).  And there in 
the middle of Bocas del Toro was a Chabad 
House next to a fabulous falafel house 
where they of course made their own 
pitas.  Lovely to find it. The young Rabbi 
seemed to be a magnet for many young 
people.  I was not there on a Shabbat but 
enjoyed the falafel restaurant.

On April 28th I happened to be in 
Panama City staying at a hotel not far 
from  Shevet Achim Synagogue.  Here, I 
was asked to leave my purse at the door 
with a guard and allowed in. The entire 
complex was a square city block with 
a yeshiva next to it.  Pretty amazing.  
Again, it is lavish, large synagogue with 
so much space.  As in Mexico City, there 
were internal courtyards.  It is orthodox 
and very proper.  Here I met some former 
Mexican ladies who stated things were 
bad for them as Jewish people in Mexico 
and that is why they came to live in 
Panama.  There is a great deal of wealth 
in Panama.

were Jewish people living there and enjoying 
the freedom to practice being Jewish. 

 I thought of the security around the two 
large synagogues, and realized these people 
spend a great deal of money to protect 
themselves.  In Panama City I went back on 
Sunday to take some pictures. The guards 
wanted to stop me from doing just that.  I 
wondered why.   

As Canadian Jews, so far we do not have 
this kind of situation.  And hopefully we never 
will.  We are very lucky.

 Next winter, more travels and searches 
for synagogues and Jewish communities when  
possible.  Buen Verano.  (Good Summer in 
Spanish.)

Editor’s Note: Lorna Bernbaum 
grew up in Saskatoon. Her family are 
generous donors to The Legacy Fund.
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Biography of the Month: Don Rickles
by Stan Schroeder

Editor’s Note: Stan Schroeder is the Editor of  
Congregation Shir Ami’s “Shir Notes” in Los 
Angeles which also won a Gold Medal for “Bul-
letins.” He writes biographies of famous Jews 
and has offered to share them with us. This arti-
cle was first published in the Shir Notes. Steven 
Goluboff and Stan met each other in Jerusalem 
to discuss their community Bulletins.

Donald Jay Rickles was born to Jewish 
parents in Queens, New York, on May 8,  
1926. His father Max emigrated in 1903 with 
his Lithuanian parents from Kaunas, then in 
the Russian Empire, and his mother, Etta	
(née	Feldman)	was born in New York City 
to Austrian immigrant parents. Rickles grew 
up in Jackson Heights, New York. 

After graduating from Newtown High 
School, Rickles enlisted in the United States 
Navy and served during World War II on 
the motor torpedo boat tender USS Cyrene 
(AGP-13) as a seaman first class. He was 
honorably discharged in 1946. Two years 
later, intending to be a dramatic actor, he 
studied at the American Academy of Dramatic 
Arts and then played bit parts on television. 
Frustrated by a lack of acting work, Rickles 
began performing comedy in clubs in New 
York, Miami, and L.A.. He became known 
as an insult comedian when he responded 
to his hecklers. The audience enjoyed these 
insults more than his prepared material, so he 
incorporated them into his act. 

When he began his career in the early 1950s, 
he started calling ill-mannered members of the 
audience “hockey pucks”. He credited Milton 
Berle’s comedy style for inspiring him to 
enter show business. 

Rickles died of kidney failure on April 6, 
2017, at his home in Beverly Hills. He was 
a longtime member of Sinai Temple in Los 
Angeles. The rest of this article was written 
by his Rabbi David Wolpe and published by 
TIME on their website.

I was a young Rabbi when first introduced 
to Don Rickles. I’d been greeted lots of ways, 
but his was unique:

“Nice to meet you. In a few years, you will 
get pimples, but they’ll pass.”

On meeting the most famous insulter in 
the world, one was struck by his essential 
sweetness. He got away with the jocular 
savagery because you knew — you really 
knew — that deep down he was kind and 
intended no harm So the cannon blasts — and 

his sheer relentlessness — came as a shock, 
and once the laughter started, there was no 
stopping. 

The Rickles family have been members of 
my synagogue since long before I came as 
the Rabbi. The gym is “Rickles gymnasium” 
since his benefit performance raised the 
money to build it. So one day as requested, I 
showed up at his place for his grandson’s brit 
milah. I rang the bell. “Who is it?” answered 
the famous voice. “It’s Rabbi Wolpe.” 
“Sorry, no Jews here. Go home.”

Now, that alone was funny. And I laughed. 
But it didn’t end there. Rickles kept me on 
that stoop, ringing and refusing, for a good 
ten minutes. Each time he pretended he didn’t 
know who it was, and came up with a new 
variation. “Rabbis not wanted.” “Rabbis not 
needed.” “Are you a deaf Rabbi?” It wasn’t 
until he could hear that I was convulsed 
with laughter that the buzzer rang and I was 
admitted. 

Rickles grew up in a home that was not 
pious, but was deeply Jewish. Yiddish was his 
mother tongue, and when he was in synagogue 
— which was rare but not unheard of — he 
knew the Hebrew service very well. Here too, 
when we came around with the Torah before 
the sermon, I could count on some variation of  
“Keep it short Rabbi — just keep it short.” ...

The last time I had the chance to be in his 
company was a few months ago, when I sat 
with him and his wife Barbara at a birthday 
luncheon for a friend. No matter how much 
you read about Don Rickles, you cannot 
read enough about the devotion, patience 
and wisdom of his wife Barbara. Lovely and 
loving, she understood him top to bottom: As 
he often said, he was a very lucky man.

At the luncheon, he was in a wheelchair and 
feeling very tired. He talked to me about his 
father. He told me that while not particularly 
religious, his father Max was the one who 
made sure the synagogue had everything 
it needed. His father was the one who took 
care of the poor and needy in their Brooklyn 

community. His 
f a t h e r  w a s 
something of 
a contradiction 
— he wasn’t 
s o  m u c h  a 
believer in God 
a s  s o m e o n e 
who believed in 
taking care of 
people.

The lunch was on a Friday, and it was 
starting to get late. “Rabbi, you better run 
home for Shabbes, or I’m telling everyone 
you’re an apikorous” — the traditional Jewish 
word for “heretic.” As I left, I realized how 
much he was like his father: traditional norms 
weren’t his way, but he had a deep reverence. 
He would have been disappointed if I hadn’t 
been intent on getting home before sundown.

To call Don Rickles politically incorrect is 
intellectually incorrect. He was in a certain 
way the epitome of political correctness — 
he did not discriminate, everyone was fair 
game. The only people he would not insult 
were the vulnerable, those who would be 
wounded by his words. Rickles’ humor was 
the great leveler, whether you were a President 
or Frank Sinatra. As Daveed ben Mordecai 
is laid to rest, the world has not only lost 
someone who made us laugh; it will have 
lost someone who saw people the way we 
aspire to be seen: flawed but resilient, and all, 
ultimately, the same.
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T h e  i n a u g u r a l 
event on Parliament 
Hill recognized May 
as Jewish Heritage 
month. It   was a 

very impressive and important reception 
recognizing  officially dedicating the Month 
of May as Jewish Heritage month.

A moment of pride for the entire community 
that appreciates our great country that we 
call home.

The event was organized by MPs Michael 
Levitt, Lib, David Sweet of the PC and 
Randall Garrison of the NDP. Emcee Julie 

The	Canadian	Jewish	Experience
by Tova Lynch

Tova and David Sweet

ML, Irwin, Tova and Min. Joly

M i j a l  B e n - D o r i 
(pronounced mi-hal) is 
the Jewish Agency for 
Israel’s Regional Director 
to Canada. Based out of 
Toronto, Mijal had started 
her current role in August 

2016. Mijal’s professional life has combined 
over 20 years of informal Jewish education, 
management and service along with 10 years 
of entrepreneurial experience. By combining 
her passions for Israeli, music, innovation and 
informal education, Mijal used pop music and 
culture as an indicator and a lens by which 
to explore society’s underlying norms and 
behaviors. 

Before taking on her current role, Mijal 
led MusiMapp, which offered companies 
and charities alike a tool for identifying and 
forecasting social and commercial trends 
through pop music analysis. Mijal had also 

Amiha i  Banne t t  i s  an 
educator with experience as a 
teacher and administrator in 
both Israel and the Diaspora. 
Amihai served as a teacher in 
Ma’alot and Bet Shemesh and 
as a Principal of a Jewish day 
school in Winnipeg, Canada 

.Amihai has been twinning Jewish schools 
around the world with schools in Israel, since 
2006 and directs the World Bible Contest 
(Chidon HaTanach), both for the Jewish 
Agency. 

Amihai holds a Master of Education in 
Administration and Supervision degree 
from Loyola University in Chicago. Amihai 
served in the IDF’s Golani Brigade and 20 
years as a reserve soldier .Amihai is active 
in Social Media. Look for him on Twitter (@
israelconnect) and Facebook .

Jewish Agency’s Delegation to 
Small	Communities	2018	

Calgary,	Edmonton,	Saskatoon
First Visit:  
Jewish	Agency’s	Jewish	Educator:	Amihai	Bennet	
Jewish	Agency’s	Israel	Engager:	Mijal	Ben	Dori

designed and led over 500 presentations, 
workshops and academic courses on her 
ideas, and particularly as applied in the case 
of Israel. Some of those ideas were shared by 
her on the TedXWhiteCity event dedicated 
to innovation, which was held in Tel Aviv 
in 2015.  

Mijal holds a BA in International Relations 
and Middle Eastern Studies from the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem, and a Master’s 
Degree in Media & Communications from 
the London School of Economics and Political 
Science in England.  This is Mijal’s second 
role on shlichut, after having served in the US 
as the National Director of Hamagshimim/YJ 
Impact, Young Judaea’s adult division, back 
in 2006-2008. 

Mijal is fluent in Hebrew, English and 
Spanish and shares her life with her partner 
Daniel and their two children, Eitan 5 and 
Mila 2.

This presentation is a historical-societal re-
view of Israel’s progression from 1948-2018, 
as portrayed through its mainstream music. It 
is content rich yet packaged in a light fun man-
ner. This program is suitable for all audiences, 
with or without knowledge of Israel, from 12 
years old to seniors. During the presentation 
Majal will be screening translated music vid-
eos of famous Israeli songs, from the forma-

Dabrusin,  Heritage Minister Melanie Joly 
spoke as well.

All of us enjoyed a wonderful spread of 
Jewish foods.

The CJE exhibit was on display at this event 
and many people as well as Parliamentarians 
viewed the panels and reacted very positively.

The big surprise for me was that the CJE 
was honoured at this evening along with 
Irwin Cotler, a great company to share this 
great honour.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
you all for your support and dedication as 
without this support and backing this could 

have not been achieved,
Editor ’s Note: The Canadian Jewish 
Experience was displayed at the Diefenbaker 
Centre last fall and will become part of our 
CAI Jewish Museum in our new renovation.

ISRAEL	THE	SOUNDTRACK
WITH MIJAL BEN-DORI  — Sunday, June 17th JCC

tive years of the country all the way to 2018. 
She will be speaking before and after each one 
of the videos, sharing some background and 
framing it under the narrative of the Israel’s 
history. There may even be some dancing if 
the audience is in the mood.

This presentation is given as a courtesy of 
the Jewish Agency for Israel I cooperation 
with the Israeli Ministry of Diaspora Affairs 

and through this joint effort three delegations 
will get to Saskatoon before the end of 2018. 
The second will be occurring during the High 
Holidays featuring an Israeli artist, and the 
third taking place in early December featuring 
Jewish Agency Shinshinim. All three delega-
tions are accompanied by Amihai Bennett, a 
senior Jewish educator. 



18

This page is spsonored by Debbie Diament (daughter of Rabbi Saul and Ann Diament), of Toronto

Hadassah-Wizo. That continued with various 
involvements in the annual Silver Spoon Din-
ners. Rebecca put to use her many talents as 
the person in charge of their Silent Auctions 
and the chair of the Social Media Committee.

More recently, Rebecca’s efforts have 
made coming to Shabbat morning services 
something of a social opportunity. For the 
last year and a half Rebecca has made a huge 
personal commitment of time and energy to 
shop for, cook, serve and clean up after the 
weekly Kiddush lunch for all those in at-
tendance. We Roses and Kleins are coming 
tomorrow, for sure. 

Steven is the other half of this devoted 
couple. He too is a reliable and conscientious 
volunteer. Steven is the congregation’s House 
Committee Chair responsible for overseeing 
everything to do with maintenance of this 
building. He is a valued member of the Board 
of Directors. 

Tonight is a B’nai Brith Event, and Steven 
is active in the local lodge. He holds the of-
fice of Treasurer and also represents B.B. at 
Persephone Theatre and at Care and Share 
events. I was pleased to learn that he’s the 
one in charge of the B.B. “We Are Proud of 
You Award” display – you’ll be interested to 
know that in 1987, Gerry Rose got that award. 

Steven’s efforts are not limited to this 
congregation. He is active in the larger com-
munity, in YXE Connect, an organization 
which helps inner-city kids connect with a 
variety of helpful resources. He is also part of 
the Saskatoon Energy Dialogue Committee.

Closer to home, Steven’s interest in sports 
led him to volunteer coaching of his sons’ var-
ious teams over the years – a labour of love. 

So now you have some idea of the worth-
while activities that the Simpsons are involved 
with – pretty impressive! 

A couple of months ago, some of you may 
have seen an article in The Canadian Jewish 
News that dealt with life in small Canadian 
Jewish communities and included a section 
on Saskatoon. Although it was accurate in 
most ways, it left the impression that there 
was not much here in the way of Jewish life. 
Having lived here for 80 years prior to mov-
ing to Toronto in 2005, I didn’t recognize the 
Jewish Saskatoon I knew in the article. So I 
wrote a letter to the editor called “In Praise 
of Saskatoon” and he printed it. 

Gerry Rose Dinner   continued from cover

In short, this is a wonderful Jewish com-
munity. It has a past full of achievements that 
should fill you with pride. Rebecca and Steven 
Simpson represent the young volunteers who 
are just waiting in the wings to continue these 
achievements. The Legacy Campaign has 
almost reached its goal and when it does you 
will have made that happen. There is a lot of 
work ahead, but with volunteer genes in play, 
it will all fall into place.

It gives me great pleasure to present the 
B’nai Brith Gerry Rose Volunteer Award to 
Rebecca and Steven.

Meet Your Neighbour
Have you ever walked into our synagogue and 

sat beside someone you don’t know—someone 
who might be new to the congregation—

someone I’m going to call your “neighbour.”.  
Would you like to meet your neighbour, to know something about 

her/him?.  Where she/he might come from?  What brings her to 
Saskatoon?  I ask myself these questions all the time.  I’ve been 
a member of Agudas Israel Synagogue for almost 50 years, but 
even now find myself sitting with people who are “new” to me. 

Because of that, I sometimes feel like a stranger in my own house.  
I don’t like that feeling, so decided to do something about it. 

I am creating a program that will be called “Meet Your Neighbour.”  
I’ve asked a few people who have immigrated to Canada to join me 
in a forum that will talk about what it was like to grow up, Jewish, in 

another country.  I’m putting together a small committee to brain 
storm.  We will discuss things like—music?  food? advertising? venue? 

If you are interested in joining us, please call me at 
306 373 1458, or email me at esharfe@me.com

I welcome any and all suggestions, and hope you 
all will share my enthusiasm for this project.

Elaine Sharfe
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to go on during the darkest days in the con-
centration camp, and in the days after the war. 

“Glimpses of heaven kept hope alive,” he 
said. 

Coming to terms with the Holocaust and the 
death of his family was a long, slow process 
for Waisman and for other survivors. But 
Waisman noted that in spite of predictions that 
the children who survived Buchenwald would 
never live normal lives, the survivors went on 
to find places in the world and contribute to 
society. Many survivors became active wit-
nesses of the Holocaust in a world that was 
indifferent when it was happening, and too 
often forgets or even denies the reality of the 
Holocaust even now.

“We the survivors were certain that the 
leaders and the citizens of the world would say 
‘never again’ and would commit themselves 
to turning those words into reality. ‘Never 
again’ — noble, thought-provoking words — 
but only if we act upon them do these words 
become meaningful.”

Some 70 years after his liberation the 
promise of “never again” has been broken 
again and again, Waisman said, listing other 
genocides that have continued in the world. 
“I am a witness of men’s inhumanity to other 
human beings,” he said. “

“What happened then, long ago in my time, 
wasn’t supposed to occur ever again, and yet it 
is happening in many parts of the world. Our 
own experience of the Holocaust has taught 
us that evil must be recognized and that we 
have a responsibility to ensure that it never 
happens again to anyone. Have we learned 
nothing from the past? What are we doing 
about it now?” Waisman challenged.

“We wanted to make sure that no one’s 
future would be like our past,” he said, stress-
ing that there is hope in remembering. “By 
being a witness to history I believe that young 
people like all of you here this morning, will 
learn the lesson from us, and all of you will 
become witnesses and work diligently for a 
better world. When I look at you, I see hope 
in your faces.”

During a question-and-answer period with 
the students, Waisman urged the youth not to 

take their family for granted, and to go home 
and hug their parents. “Appreciate what you 
have at home. Never take it for granted.” 

He asked the students to dedicate them-
selves to end hatred and racism. “Do good 
things in life. In doing this, sharing my pain 
with you, you will have compensated me.”

Other speakers at the event included Rabbi 
Claudio Jodorkovsky of Congregation Agudas 
Israel.

“Not forgetting means taking what you just 
remembered and doing something in your life 
with that,” said Jodorkovsky. “We have two 
missions to accomplish: to remember the story 
that Robbie told you, and to take it to your 
heart and to try to be a different person now 
that you know the atrocities that happened, 
now that you know what racism and hatred 
can cause. To try and be a kinder person, to 
step up for others when they are suffering, to 
not only be a bystander and feel sad for others, 
but to get involved.”

The rabbi also expressed his pride and his 
thanksgiving in sharing the event with the Ro-
man Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon, adding 
that it is not only about the space, but it is a 
tangible sign that “we can do things together.” 

As cathedral pastor, Rev. David Tumback 
brought greetings from the bishop and the 
diocese and expressed his profound apprecia-
tion to Waisman. “To hear your story, a painful 
reminder of the past, is also a painful time 
for us as Roman Catholics,” he said. While 
many Catholics and Christians stood against 
the bigotry and hatred of Nazi Germany, “we 
also know there was complicity on the part of 
our church,” Tumback said.

“Today, motivated not only by you, but by 
a spirit that is within us and in our souls that 
is enkindled by your parents and your broth-
ers and by the six million, we stand today in 
absolute solidarity,” Tumback said. 

He then asked the students to stand as a 
show of support for Waisman. “Robbie is 
giving us a gift, and that gift is that we have 
his permission to tell his story, to let the world 
know,” he said. 

The event concluded with the presentation 
of a “Think Good, Do Good” award to two 

teachers by David Arnot of the Saskatchewan 
Human Rights Commission. 

The award is presented to educators who 
“demonstrate compassion, understanding 
and leadership” in their classroom and in the 
community, Arnot said. This year’s winners 
were Lezlie Goudie-Cloutier of Saskatoon 
Public Schools and Sheena Adams of Greater 
Saskatoon Catholic Schools (GSCS). 

Goudie-Cloutier has served as a teacher, 
a literacy coach and volunteer in the public 
school system, as well as a curriculum writer 
for the Lakota-Dakota First Nation.

Adams has been a GSCS teacher for some 
10 years, beginning at Bethlehem High School 
as a drama teacher, completing her master’s 
degree in religious education and now serving 
as a teacher-chaplain at E.D. Feehan Catholic 
High School in Saskatoon, which includes 
working with E.D. Feehan’s Youth Alliance 
Circle and social justice committee.

synagogue services. 
We are a religious entity and organization as 

well as being active members in the broader 
community as illustrated by the Silver Plate 
and Silver Spoon Dinners and our nationally 
acclaimed Holocaust Memorial Service. As 
well, we have always as most diaspora Jews, 
maintained a close emotional tie to the State of 
Israel. Israel as always since its birth in 1948, 
faced enormous challenges as it has grown as 
a nation. We may not always like its leaders, 
its political policies, the power of the religious 
right and I am sure many other things, but no 
nation relies more on its diaspora. We should 
be thankful that Israel now realizes that it must 
give back to the diaspora in the form of Israeli 
programming. Our sixteen years of Shlichim 
were an enormous success and the Jewish 
Agency is trying to continue that support by 
providing ongoing programming such as we 
will see on June 17th, Israel the Soundtrack, 
and others later in the year.

The summer will be quiet for the congrega-
tion, but services will continue, Rabbi Clau-
dio is offering a relaxed and informal study 
group every Wednesday, Torah in the Park, 
and we anticipate early High Holy Days as 
we welcome our own Jardena Gertler-Jaffe 
as the Chazan for our services. I will take the 
months of July and August off of my duties as 
a Family Physician, not expecting to achieve 
another hole-in-one. That number on the 
Bucket list can be checked off. A more im-
portant goal would be to improve my game as 
the congregation improves its game with more 
enthusiasm, the emergence of new leadership 
and the ultimate success of the Legacy Project.

Editorial   from page 4
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David Grossman, one of Israel’s greatest 
authors, who himself lost a son in the Second 
Lebanon War, in 2006,  said recently, “And 
now 70 years later Israel may be a fortress, 
but it is not yet a home.

The solution … can be summed up in one 
short formula: if the Palestinians don’t have a 
home, the Israelis won’t have a home either. 
The opposite is also true: if Israel will not be 
a home, then neither will Palestine.”

Israel at 70   continued from page 9

When asked if she had attended the U.S. 
Embassy opening in Jerusalem, she 
pointed out that she had been travelling 
through Canada at the time. When asked 
later if she would have attended, her 
answer was that she would have taken 
whatever direction she was given by the 
Canadian Government. She also stated 
that the question of Jerusalem (from the 
Canadian Government’s perspective) 
would be decided as part of the peace 
process.

When questioned about P.M. Trudeau’s 
statement the previous day, which was 
strenuously rejected by CIJA, she said that 
it “was not my favoutite statement” while 
further saying that she thinks an investigation 
of the Gaza incident (where it is claimed a 
Canadian doctor was shot) “would be a good 
thing and I will be there because it will be a 

Canada’s Ambassador to Israel   continued from page 11

notably in developing a regional police force 
particularly in Palestine communities. In 
her work in Afghanistan this became very 
apparent to ensure the freedoms of individuals 
and democracy. Canada played a big role in 
helping Afghanistan develop its  police force 
and she hopes Canada can do this again in 
Israel. She cited a recent example where IDF 
soldiers strayed into a bad area of Nablus and 
were in very great danger of attack as they 
were being surrounded by local men. The 
Palestinian police force was able to intervene 
and get the IDF to safety.   

Canada’s Ambassador by Dale Wuschke   continued from page 11

 As things stand today Grossman’s logic 
is given short shrift by those on both sides 
who want to have it all. Not until they have 
exhausted every possibility other than a two 
state solution, will reason come knocking. 
But then also make room for the unexpected: 
the appearance of a person, likely someone 
we thought we knew who suddenly turns 
conventional thinking on its head.

 Pollyannaish?  Hardly. Anwar Sadat, Me-

nachem Begin, King Hussein and Yitzchak 
Rabin just to mention a few, all broke with 
the past and human possibility took flight. 
They were the realists and another is surely 
waiting in the wings.

Let us hope. 

Editor’s Note: Dov Harris worked with 
CAI for 20 years as Small Communities 
representative of UIA of Canada.

good thing for Israel” When challenged on 
Trudeau’s stated anguish at real ammunition 
having been used against the Hamas terrorists 
she defended Israel’s right to defend its 
borders but when challenged that real bullets 
should not be used, as per P.M. Trudeau’s 
statement the previous night and Israel’s right 
to defend itself she dismissed the question.

She criticized Israel’s approach to asylum 
seekers and stated that “Canada has been a 
huge supporter of asylum seekers.”

It is always important to remember that as 
Ambassador she is the Official Representative 
of the Canadian Government and is expected 
to represent the Government’s Foreign Affairs 
positions whenever speaking in public.

One was left with the impression that she 
is a strong supporter of Israel and a strong 
supporter of the Peace Process. One wonders, 
however, how cognizant the Canadian 

Government is on such issues as the right to 
return, asylum seekers and the real strength 
and influence of President Abbas. Missing 
in her presentation was any discussion or 
mention of Hamas and its role as a proxy for 
Iran in the Gaza Strip.

This writer’s impression, keeping in mind 
that she speaks for the Government of Canada, 
was that she is living in another world. While 
the Canadian Government claims to be a great 
supporter of Israel and its right to defend its 
borders, she stands by Trudeau’s statement 
abhorring the use of real ammunition, and 
supports an investigation of the Gaza incident 
which in itself speaks to Canada already 
having assigned blame to Israel.

 All in all, it was a very encouraging 
evening.  We can be proud to have a Canadian 
Government representative who is so 
well qualified for her task of representing 
Canadians in Israel, and so totally committed 
to building into Israel.  

Dale and Gwen Wuschke; friends of Israel.

Editor’s Note: The Wuschkes are good friends 
of the Jewish community.

Premium kosher table wines 
available at Saskatoon Co-op 
Wines & Spirits, Blairmore Centre. 

Find a wide selection of Galil 
Mountain and Teperberg wines 
from Israel at attractive prices.

Imported by International Cellars Inc.Vancouver, BC

ISRAEL
from

Ad compliments of Norman Gladstone

the community. Funds raised from our Dinner 
go to Congregation Agudas Israel, Saskatoon 
Hadassah-WIZO, Saskatoon Interval House 
and Ronald McDonald House. 

We have heard oodles of positive feedback 
on this year’s event. Another huge success. 
What a great evening!

See you next year…..
Linda and Robin
Co-chairs

The Silver Spoon Dinner Committee: 
Co-chairpersons - Linda Shaw and Robin 
Sasko; Treasurer - Marsha Scharfstein 
Media Relations and Celebrity Chair - Jan 
Gitlin; Ticket Chairperson - Robin Sasko 
Silent Auction - Rebecca Simpson, Shaina 
Goluboff, Laura Holmes; Liquor - Susan 
and David Katzman; Prizes - Linda Shaw
Volunteers – Rosy Kreindel and Lezlie 
Goudie-Cloutier; Decorations - Rebecca 
Simpson and Malvina Gersher   ; Sterling 
Award Committee – June Avivi, Gladys 
Rose, Wilma Mollard; Photography – Seth 
Shacter and Steven Goluboff 
Website - Bryce Sasko

Silver Spoon    continued from page 2
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Sales
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Service
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Trucks

Free Shuttle Service 
Pick-up and Delivery 
7:30 a.m. - 5:15 p.m.

Body Shop 
The Body Shop provides

Free Loaners on all SGI or 
Retail Collision Claims

550 Brand Road • Saskatoon
374-6330 • Toll Free 1-877-374-6330

GMC

1-800-667-5353
Bucket Service Available

New & Used Steel and Pipe
President: Mark Ditlove

Saskatoon

Quality Memorials approved 
for Agudas Cemetery

210B - 33rd Street East
Saskatoon, SK  S7K 0S3

306-652-5363
www.remco-memorials.ca

Holocaust. Where was God in the Holocaust 
is probably the most asked Jewish question 
for contemporary Rabbis.

The Torah brings us texts that can be use-
ful to begin finding a Jewish answer. In the 
book of Vayikra – Leviticus – we are told that 
Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu died after a 
confusing incident when they were offering a 
sacrifice that hadn’t been commanded: “…So 
fire came out from the presence of the LORD 
and consumed them, and they died before 
the LORD. Moses then said to Aaron, “This 
is what the LORD spoke of when he said: 
“`Among those who approach me I will show 
myself holy; in the sight of all the people I will 
be honored.’” And Aaron remained silent.”. 
Our Rabbis were puzzled by such a severe 
punishment after what seemed to be not a very 
severe sin. They offered many interpretations, 
which is a sign that we actually can’t know 
the real reason. What I find interesting is 
that when confronting the death of these two 
young men, while Moses attempts to offer an 
explanation, Aaron remains silent. 

In contemporary Judaism there is a very sad 
phenomenon, different than Aaron’s attitude 
of silence and respect confronting the death 
of his sons. There are Rabbis who rush to give 
light, superficial answers when a tragedy oc-
curs. They would suggest calamities happen 
because Jews have they Mezzuzot damaged 
or haven’t given enough for Tzedakah. Some 
have even dared to explain the death of one 
and a half million children in the Holocaust as 
a consequence of sins committed in previous 
lives. The Torah, however, prefers more rea-
sonable and respectful answers, like Aaron’s, 
where the complexity and sensitivity of the 
problem are taken into consideration.

Some tragedies present less challenges 

from a theological point of view, yet their 
analysis doesn’t bring any consolation or help 
to the relatives of the victims. In some cases, 
calamities are the consequence of negligence 
or unintentional mistakes. A malfunctioning 
brake, an impaired or distracted driver, lack of 
maintenance, can cause the death of hundreds 
and we can’t blame God for those failures. 
Judaism believes that God created this world 
in a way that it can function with its own rules, 
and when we break those rules tragedies can 
occur. Because we don’t live in isolation, 
we have the capacity to save lives and also 
to destroy them. In other cases, tragedy is a 
consequence of misfortune or accidents that 
cannot be prevented. As the world follows its 
own rules, there is a component of fortune 
that is not controlled by God’s will. Judaism 
believes that coincidences occur, that’s why 
we say “Mazel Tov” – an originally theologi-
cal expression related to fortune which means 
“good luck” – and we sing in Yiddish asking 
for “a bissele mazl” – “a little luck”.

On the other hand, tragedies can also be 
the product of people who choose to do 
evil. It would be unfair to blame God for the 
Holocaust, when we know it was an organized 
plan by human beings with free will, with 
the purpose of exterminating other human 
beings. God didn’t plan or implement the 
Holocaust, and while we could expect God to 
have intervened to stop it, just imagine how 
the world would be if God would interrupt 
the ways of nature to prevent us of making 
mistakes or even to choose to do wrong. I 
know this claim contradicts the Torah when 
she tells us that God opened the Red Sea to 
save the Israelites from the Egyptians, but the 
truth is that Judaism never encouraged literal 
readings and therefore we must interpret them 

in a more allegoric way.
Finally, I believe there are also tragedies 

that are inexplicable or at least we haven’t 
found yet an explanation for them. We still 
don’t know why a child can be born with an 
incurable decease. We don’t know why good 
people die of painful deceases. Unfortunately, 
modern minds believe that not having an 
answer is not a legitimate answer. We feel 
entitled to know everything. But a mind 
that doesn’t give even a minimum space for 
doubt and for the mystery of life, is a soul that 
doesn’t have a space for God. The person who 
feels she can control everything can’t have an 
authentic faith.  Recognizing there is a God 
starts from understanding that we are limited: 
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nei-
ther are your ways my ways, said the Lord” 
(Isaiah 55:8). Faith requires that we accept the 
mystery of life, and inexplicable tragedies are 
unfortunately part of them. 

Most important of all, says our tradition, 
is to remember that our first response to an 
accident or calamity is to be with the victims, 
expressing our support and helping them to 
cope with their loss. The God of the Jewish 
People is a loving, merciful and caring God, 
but he needs us in order to bring His message 
and show His presence to those who suffer. 
We have the potential of being caring and 
compassionate because God created us in His 
image, and that carries the responsibility of 
expressing that care and compassion to those 
who need it. 

May we only meet and be together for 
happy occasions,

B’bracha, with blessings,
Rabbi Claudio

Divrei Harav    continued from page 5
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Yahrtzeits
June 2 Sivan 19
Clarice Buckwold  June 2 (19)
Sonia Churchill  June 2 (19)
Sam Landa   June 2 (19) 
Lottie Levitt   June 2 (19) 
Bertha Adler  June 3 (20)
Bessie Gladstone  June 3 (20)
Bessie Ames  June 4 (21)
Frances Bernbaum  June 4 (21)
Anna Lehrer  June 4 (21)
Sophie Drabinsky  June 5 (22)
Sheila Krolik  June 5 (22)
Myron Melamede  June 5 (22)
Bert Gladstone  June 6 (23)
Clarice Schwartz June 6 (23)
Jacob Claman  June 7 (24)
Welver Beryl Flikshteyn  June 7 (24)
Grace Goluboff  June 7 (24)
Ruth Bondar   June 8 (25)
Herman Levine  June 8 (25)
Sam Zaitlen June 8 (25)

June 9 Sivan 26
Vera Barsky  June 9 (26)
Benjamin Rachamim  June 9 (26)
Israel Ragoff  June 9 (26)
Israel Rodoff  June 9 (26)
Kathryn Cooper  June 10 (27)
Robert Floom  June 10 (27)
Solomon Cramer  June 12 (29)
Leo Lipcovic  June 12 (29)
Bernie Reznick  June 12 (29)
Sara Charach  June 13 (30)
Nathan Gropper  June 13 (30)
Max Hock  June 13 (30)
Rosa Jerman  June 13 (30)
Max Gropper  June 14 (Tammuz 1)
Dr. Bert Schwartz  June 14 (1)
Sidney Wolfe Shacter  June 14 (1)
Ben Shiffman  June 14 (1)
Stella Hearn  June 15 (2)

June	16	 Tammuz	3
Irma Altschul  June 16 (3)
David Baltzan  June 16 (3)
Nathan Richman  June 16 (3)
Samuel Forgan June 18 (5)
Zakhar lsaakov  June 18 (5)
Rabbi Louis Jacobs  June 18 (5)
Bessie Switzer  June 18 (5)
Chaim Tzalkovich  June 18 (5)
Sidney Buckwold  June 19 (6)
Patricia Holtslander  June 19 (6)
Evelyn Ross  June 19 (6) 
Pearl Trute  June 19 (6) 
Beatrice Adilman  June 21 (8)
Mary Lifshen  June 21 (8) 
Etta Tadman  June 22 (9)
Toba Waldman  June 22 (9)

June	23	 Tammuz	10
Anna Dragushan  June 23 (10)
Irving Jacobson  June 23 (10)
Nathan Adilman  June 25 (12)
Sarra Furman  June 25 (12) 
Walter Merchant  June 26 (13)

Ralph Sugarman  June 26 (13)
Louis Epstein  June 27 (14) 
Minnie Filer  June 27 (14)
Reva Mathews  June 27 (14)
Efrat Mishiev June 27 (14)
Ann Diament June 29 (16)

June	30	 Tammuz	17
Maria Kolominsky  June 30 (17)
Faigel Lyons  June 30 (17) 
Schulem Singer  June 30 (17)
Harold Waldman  June 30 (17)
John Adelman  July 1 (18) 
TeskeyJack  July 1 (18) 
Jack M. Sklar  July 2 (19)
Jean Scharfstein  July 3 (20)
Etta Gross  July 4 (21) 
Louis Pollock  July 4 (21)
Sarah Schacter  July 6 (23)
Sam Shafer  July 6 (23)

July	7	 Tammuz	24 
Abraham Kassen  July 7 (24) 
Abraham Katz  July 7 (24) 
Gerald Gitlin  July 8 (25) 
Joseph L. Brans  July 9 (26)
Sarah Goodman  July 9 (26)
Joseph Purkin  July 9 (26)
Daniel Weitzman  July 9 (26)
Lena Kassen  July 11 (28) 
Nekhama Stone  July 1l (28)
Ruth Buckwold Stoffman July 12 (29)
Frances Ruth Dashefsky  July 12 (29)
Nina Fogel  July 12 (29) 
Farhad Hebron  July 12 (29)
Helen Teskey July 12 (29)
Ettie Wiss  July 13 (Av 1)
Vera Helfgott  July 13 (1)
Lloyd Landa  July 13 (1)
Dolphy Neuman  July 13 (1)
Frances Paul July 13 (1)
Margret Poplack July 13 (1)

July 14 Av 2
Lucille Katzman  July 14 (2)
Wilma Katzman  July 14 (2)
Joseph Volansky  July 14 (2)
Barney Kutz  July 15 (3)
Ruby (Ruth) Rosenberg  July 17 (5)
Etta Sonnenschein  July 18 (6)
Ian Buckwold  July 19 (7)
Clara Epstein  July 19 (7)
Ben Ackerman  July 20 (8)
Hy Buller  July 20 (8) 
Edward Caplan  July 20 (8)
Leah Chertkow  July 20 (8)
Jacob Dragushan  July 20 (8)
Gussie Sass  July 20 (8)

July 21 Av 9
Sura Koloiommsky  July 21 (9)
Helen Resnick  July 22 (10) 
Betty Sklar  July 22 (10) 
Jacob Charach  July 23 (11)
S. “Peter” Schachter  July 23 (11)
Samuel Kassen  July 24 (12) 
Albert Kay  July 24 (12) 
David Sheckter   July 24 (12)
Max Wormann  July 24 (12) 

Ezra R. Avol July 25 (13) 
Claire Mendel  July 25 (13)
Lillian Claman  July 26 (14)
Rita Collins  July 27 (15)
Estella Ginsburg  July 27 (15)
William Landa  July 27 (15)
Nettie Rabinovitch  July 27 (15)

July 28  Av 26
Anthony Lehrer  July 28 (16)
David Sonnenschein  July 28(16)
Moses P. Berekson  July 29 (17)
Edward Churchill  July 29 (17)
Anna Rabkin  July 29 (17)
Louis Gelmon  July 31 (19)
Sidney Israel Chapman  Aug 1 (20)
Louis Goluboff  Aug 1 (20) 
Jack Sklar   Aug 1 (20) 
Rose Baltzan  Aug 2 (21) 
Fay Ditlove Aug 2 (21)
Saul Scharfstein  Aug 3 (22)

Aug 4 Av 23
Aron Foulkes  Aug 4 (23) 
Pearl P. Adilman  Aug 5 (24)
Solomon Livergant  Aug 6 (25)
Chaim Wolfe  Aug 6 (25) 
Freda Claire Purkin  Aug 7 (26)
Jack Sandbrand  Aug 8 (27)
Mikhail Gersher  Aug 9 (28) 
Miriam Lily Green  Aug 9 (28)
Mollie Shafer  Aug 9 (28) 
Harry Sklar  Aug 9 (28) 
Samuel Shore  Aug 10 (29)

August 11  Av 30 
Lori-Lynn Abbey - 
Laliberte  Aug 11 (30)
Fannie Gropper  Aug 11 (30)
M, Trugman Aug 11 (30) 
Abram Katz  Aug 12 (Elul 1) 
Harry Landa  Aug 12 (1) 
Leonard Landa  Aug 12 (1)
Rae Richman  Aug 12 (1) 
Gertrude Weiner  Aug 12 (1)
Alvin Buckwald  Aug 13 (2)
David Diamant  Aug 13 (2)
Neil Livergant  Aug 13 (2)
Fanny Feigenbaum  Aug 15 (4)
Sydney Fogel  Aug 16 (5) 
Rena Shatzer  Aug 16 (5) 
Masha Zaitlen Aug 16 (5)
Sandbrand Joseph Aug 17 (6)

August	18	 Elul	7
Berenbom Max Aug 18 (7)
Aarons Betty Aug 19 (8)
Pauline Macarthy  Aug 19 (8)
Mary Pollock  Aug 19 (8)
Eva Teplinsky Aug 19 (8)
Rabbi Saul Diament Aug 20 (9)
Josef Goldstein Aug 20 (9)
Philip Raichman  Aug 20 (9)
Sarah Richman  Aug 20 (9)
Rebecca Tabachnicoff  Aug 20 (9)
Herschel Diamant  Aug 22 (11) 
Simon D. Korber  Aug 22 (11)
Rae Aarons  Aug 23 (12)
Edith Blumes  Aug 23 (12)

Greena Gelman  Aug 23 (12)
Gonick Baby  Aug 23 (12)
Gertrude Helfgott  Aug 23 (12)
Charles KapIan  Aug 24 (13)

August	25	 Elul	14
Yocheved Abelevsky  Aug 25 (14)
Rose Gellman Aug 25 (14)
Mel Bloom  Aug 26 (15) 
Benjamin Cohen  Aug 26 (15) 
Lily Ludwig  Aug 26 (15) 
Louis Schulman  Aug 26 (15) 
Yosil Tzalkovich  Aug 26 (15) 
Minnie Fogel  Aug 27 (16) 
Celia Ida Greenblat  Aug 27 (16) 
Eastwood Landa  Aug 27 (16) 
Briar Holderness  Aug 28 (17) 
Rebecca Claman  Aug 29 (18) 
Anne Pavey  Aug 29 (18) 
Katherine Cantin  Aug 30 (19) 
Clara Friedman  Aug 30 (19) 
Irene Ruttle  Aug 30 (19) 
Ben Brandt  Aug 31 (20) 
Louis Ditlove  Aug 31 (20) 
Moses Levitsky  Aug 31 (20) 
Isaac McCarthy  Aug 31 (20) 
Ida Ruskin  Aug 31 (20)

September	1	 Elul	21 
Anna Bellas  Sept 1 (21) 
Sophie Cohen  Sept 1 (21) 
Beila Duba Cooperman  Sept 1 (21)
ldy Leonoff  Sept 1 (21) 
Harry Wine  Sept 1 (21) 
Freddie Winocour  Sept 1 (21) 
Jacob M. Chertkow  Sept 2 (22) 
John Ellison  Sept 2 (22) 
Isaac Chotem  Sept 3 (23) 
Ken Epstein  Sept 3 (23) 
Harry Hallis  Sept 3 (23) 
Mario Kreindel  Sept 4 (24) 
Leo Berhbaum  Sept 5 (25) 
Hersh Freifeld  Sept 5 (25) 
Seigfried Gumprich  Sept 5 (25)
William Caplan  Sept 6 (26) 
Rachel Clein  Sept 6 (26) 
Paul Landa   Sept 6 (26) 
Cormac McGettigan  Sept 6 (26)
Samuel Pollock  Sept 7 (27)

This page is sponsored by Claire Golumbia
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A new mural will welcome travelers at San Francisco 
International Airport this week, depicting the city’s most famous 
landmarks with vibrant bursts of color and texture.

Leah Rosenberg, the artist who designed the mural, positioned 
pieces of San Francisco, including the Castro District and the 
Museum of Modern Art, alongside wooden slats and mirrors that 
reflect the hustle and bustle of the large airport.

The mural is titled “Everywhere, a Color” and stands 20 feet 
tall and 27 feet wide above the check-in desk at Gate G96. The 
piece includes powder-coated aluminum, acrylic mirror and other 
multimedia.

Rosenberg said she explored the city as a tourist to make the 
mural, and it imitates a map of San Francisco.

“I am not just gathering color, but gathering the psyche of 
what brings color to the lives of people,” Rosenberg said in a 
news release.

The San Francisco Arts Commission and SFO collaborated to 
introduce the mural to guests and locals, who they hope will find 
a “unique sense of place” when traveling through the airport.

— By Bay City News Service / Images courtesy of the San 
Francisco Arts Commission

Editor’s Note: Leah Rosenberg grew up in Saskatoon. She 
frequently visits her parents Alan and Lesley Ann and her many 
friends.

New	SFO	Mural	
Welcomes	Visitors	With	

Vibrant Colours
SAN FRANCISCO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, CA — 

Editor’s first Hole In One!

Elaine Sharfe reading from 

her new book Little Bear to 

children at McNally Robinson

Kindergarten Class

Hebrew School
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Beha’alotecha

*Heather Fenyas

Shelach

*Zoe Litman

Korach

 *Harold Shifman

Chukat

*Perry Jacobson

Balak

*Lesley-Ann Crone

Pinchas

*Kevin Sharfe

Matot-Masel

 *Michael Gertler

Devarim
SHABBAT CHAZON

EREV TISHA B’AV
*Nicky Gitlin

Va’etchanan
SHABBAT NACHAMU

*Matt Ditlove

Ekev

*Grant Scharfstein

Re’eh
ROSH CHODESH

*Michael Shaw

Shoftim

 *Lesley-Ann Crone

Shabbat in the Park
6:00 pm

*Steven Simpson

Shabbat in the Park
6:00 pm

*Michael Gertler

Torah in the Park
5:00 - 6:00 pm

Torah in the Park
5:00 - 6:00 pm

Torah in the Park
5:00 - 6:00 pm

Board Meeting 7:00 pm

Torah in the Park
5:00 - 6:00 pm

Torah in the Park
5:00 - 6:00 pm

Torah in the Park
5:00 - 6:00 pm

Torah in the Park
5:00 - 6:00 pm

Torah in the Park
5:00 - 6:00 pm

AGM Reports Due

Ki Tetze

 *Michael Scharfstein

B’nai Brith Meeting
 7:30 pm


