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B'nai Brith Lodge #739 
invites you to the

18th Annual 
Gerry Rose Memorial and 
Volunteer Award Dinner

Honouring 
Leona	Wasserman

Sunday
June 25th, 2017 

6:30	pm
Jewish Community Centre

Adults $23
Children 7-12 $12
6 and Under Free

RSVP	Myla	343-7023	or	
email	to	

Rosy@agudasisrael.org
or register and pay online at

agudasisrael.org

Congregation 
Agudas Israel 

Launches Biggest 
Project and Fundraising 
Campaign	in	Sixty	Years

June 2nd
6:00	pm

Service	7:00	pm

Hebrew School Graduation
and
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PROGRAM OPTIONS

FALL SEMESTER

Spring Semester
One Year Program

Ray Hnatyshyn 
Scholarship at

Must be a resident of Saskatchewan or Alberta

Maximum $8,000 CDN

All programs offered in English and courses are  
fully transferable back to all Canadian institutions

For more information please contact:  
admissions@cfhu.org or 416.485.8000

THE HEBREW 
UNIVERSITY OF  

JERUSALEM

Graduate
Summer (four weeks)

Theatre in the 
Park 2017 

special CAI preview 
Sunday	July	2	@	7pm	

FREE	•	All	Ages	Welcome 
Rauol Wallenberg Park
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Editorial 
by Steven Goluboff The	Mission	Statement	of	Congregation	Agudas	Israel

Congregation	Agudas	Israel	is	a	spiritual,	religious,	educational	and	social	home	committed	to	deepening	
the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in the historical traditions of 
the	Jewish	people.	We	are	a	progressive,	democratic	and	sensitive	congregation	responding	to	the	widest	
spectrum	of	Jewish	thought	and	practice.

Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

FROM	OUR	CONGREGATIONAL	FAMILY

MAZEL	TOV	AND	CONGRATULATIONS	TO
Ryan Isabella Lily Jacobson, daughter of Perry and Jordana Jacobson on the 

celebration of her Bat Mitzvah on May 20th, 2017.
David	and	Susan	Katzman on the wedding of their daughter Miriam Leah Katzman 

to Thomas Stephen Oliver on May 27th, 2017 in Kelowna, BC.
Joseph David Cooper, son of Hanna Jodrey and Matthew Cooper on the 

celebration of his Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, June 17th, 2017. 
David Gersher and Kelly Rapko on the launch of their new business, AV Shuttle, 

between Saskatoon, Martensville and Warman. 
Leona	Wasserman upon her honour as being chosen by Saskatoon B’nai Brith as 
the Gerry Rose Volunteer of the Year. The Award will be given at the Annual B’nai 
Brith Gerry Rose Volunteer Dinner on Sunday June 25th at the JCC of Congregation 

Agudas Israel. 
Abby Holtslander, daughter of Franci and Gord Holtslander on being awarded a 

Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council (NSERC) of Canada University 
Undergraduate Student Research Award for 2017.

Lior Bachar  a former Shlichut and partner Renana on the 
birth of a son, Yotam in Israel. 

Franci and Gord Holtslander on the engagement of their 
daughter, Mayah Holtslander to Chad Hryniuk, son of 

Gayle and Bill Hryniuk.
Elaine and Sherwood Sharfe on the marriage of their 
granddaughter Etti Sharfe, to David Boyma in Israel.

Noah	Fenyes who will graduate with a law degree from 
Queens University in June, 2017. Proud parents are 

Heather and Les Fenyes and grandparents Elaine and 
Sherwood Sharfe.

Matthew	Feldman on his graduation in medicine in Dublin.  Matthew will be 
starting a residency in Pediatrics at the Ottawa Children’s Hospital in June.  Matthew 

and Leslie James were married last September in Niagra.
Dr.	Joe	Golumbia on his 90th birthday

Simonne	Horwitz (Associate Professor of History, U of S) was awarded a USSU 
teaching award for outstanding teaching, 2017.

CONDOLENCES	TO:
Susan	and	David	Katzman and the East family on the death of

Susan’s father, William “Bill” East on March 7TH, in West Vancouver.
Jordana and Perry Jacobson and Mitch and Judy Kassen on the death of their 
uncle and brother-in-law Harold Gonick, and to Harold’s wife Bette-Ellen, both 

former members of Congregation Agudas Israel. 
Michael	Gertler	and	family	on the death of his mother Anne Straus Gertler.

WELCOME TO:
Rosy Kreindel-Jodorkovsky as Congregation Agudas Israel’s new Event, 

Membership and Volunteer Coordinator.

THANK	YOU	AND	TODAH	RABAH	TO:
Marsha Scharfstein for 25 years of dedicated service to our Hebrew School.

Congregation Agudas 
Israel is embarking on 
a daunting and excit-
ing project. Our syna-
gogue was built with 
the strength, generosity 
and vision of many of 

our parents and grandparents. Sixty years ago 
our community centre and synagogue held its 
grand opening. We had moved from an ortho-
dox synagogue and Hebrew school on the west 
side of Saskatoon to take up residence on Mc-
Kinnon Avenue and created a new synagogue 
affiliated with the Conservation movement.  
After sixty momentous years and hundreds 
of children going through our Hebrew School, 
it has become apparent that it is time for a 
rejuvenation of this aging structure. Many 
stakeholders in the congregation let our Future 
Planning Taskforce know what their wish lists 
were. These ranged from the mundane needs 
of a new kitchen, renovated bathrooms to the 
creation of a new Mikvah, a more welcoming 
and contemporary Bema and an addition that 
would be more conducive to our administrative 
needs, security considerations and the creation 
of a Jewish Museum of Saskatchewan.  Pre-
liminary drawings and concepts were created 
and a plan for fundraising has emerged. It is 
obvious that our small congregation cannot 
come close to raising the funds that would be 
required for this project. Only through appeal-
ing to our Agudas Israel alumni, will it be pos-
sible to realize this dream. Over the decades 
and after early formative Jewish experiences in 
Saskatoon, many have left Saskatoon to make 
their mark in cities from Vancouver to Toronto 
and Montreal and everywhere in-between. 
Many have moved to the US and Saskatoon 
ex-patriots have made new lives in Israel. The 
first task before expecting support from former 
Saskatoon Jews is for our present members 
and leaders to make personal financial com-
mitments to this campaign and to give not 
until it hurts but until it feels good. Although 
we are only about half of what we were in 
1958, there are many Jews in Saskatoon who 
have expressed interest in our congregation 
and there is a hope and expectation that there 
will be an even stronger and larger community 
in future years. As Saskatoon is expected to 
grow, so we hope will the Saskatoon Jewish 
community and Congregation Agudas Israel. 
We have new young leadership and a commit-
ted Rabbi who should be a guiding lights for 
our future. Every member who has family and 
friends needs to provide names and addresses 
to our Fund Raising Committee. Each and 
every member of the Board and the commit-
tee must be prepared to pick up the phone 

continued on page 11
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Divrei Harav – Rabbi Claudio’s Message
Let’s	Rescue	Kashrut	from	the	Jewish	Museum

by Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky

continued on page 12

From	the	President
by Harold Shiffman, President, CAI

Since the beginning 
of this year, several 
Jewish institutions in 
the United States and 
Canada, have been on 
the receiving end of 
threats of bombings to 

their facilities, and injury to their members. In 
late March, an Israeli teenager was arrested for 
perpetuating these threats. Although his motives 
are still unclear, this situation is a reminder 
of the importance of security due diligence 
regarding threats, and the best ways to keep 
yourselves, and our synagogue, feeling safe.

Although bomb threats may seem harmless 
at first glance, many institutions default to 
evacuation as the safest answer to any threat, 
regardless of its level of credibility. Evacuation, 
however, is not without its risks: The chaos that 
may results from a large-scale evacuation could 
be fuel for copycats who wish to disrupt op-
erations. It could also cause injury or potential 
death to those fleeing should the evacuation not 
be orderly. An evacuation certainly would result 
in the loss of productivity for any business, and 
the absolute worst consequence could be that 
an intelligent shooter may evoke an evacuation 
as a means of bringing targets outside and into 
his line of fire.

As per the US Federal Bureau of Investi-
gations, only four percent of all bombs are 
preceded by some forewarning. Contacting a 

potential bombing target prior to detonation is 
contrary to the intentions of the bomber, which 
is to kill innocent victims and damage property. 
Of course, anytime a threat is received, it is still 
recommended to treat the threat as real unless 
proven otherwise. 

The true defense, therefore, is continued vigi-
lance. It is important to remain aware of actual 
threats to our local Jewish community through 
communication with local law enforcement, 
and entities like the Centre for Israel and Jewish 
Affairs, which regularly reports warnings when 
threat levels to Canadian Jewish institutions are 
on the rise. For our community, what is most 
important is ensuring that the potential target (in 
this case, our synagogue) is physically secure. 

Our facility is locked much of the time, and 
suspicious activity is quickly identified and 
reported. A threat made to our building would 
be quickly dismissed due to the high level of 
access one would require to gain entry and place 
such a device. This is good news to those with 
security concerns, but this is also a reminder to 
those who don’t take our building’s security se-
riously. Inappropriate sharing of the door entry 
number, one’s personal alarm code, or allowing 
suspicious strangers into the facility un-vetted, 
circumvent our security strategies and may lead 
to dangerous encounters. 

That said, our board has recently begun work 
on a Local Emergency Response Plan. This plan 
is the first step in ensuring our facility, and its 

users, are prepared in case of an emergency. 
Emergency Response Plans, or ERPs, are 

designed to triage concerns into issues that can 
be dealt with by facility staff and volunteers, or 
those that require emergency response person-
nel. ERPs provide step-by-step instructions 
for unusual situations such as bomb threats, 
and give tips as to the type of information that 
is important to collect from a caller when the 
threat is being delivered. Information that, if 
quickly and accurately delivered to local law 
enforcement, can be used to identify a threat 
as credible, or a hoax. 

Once completed, Congregation Agudas 
Israel’s Emergency Response Plan will be 
available for all members to view. Distribution 
of the document will necessarily be controlled, 
however, so it likely will need to be provided 
upon request, but all members are highly en-
couraged to read the finished document once 
it is finalized. 

Despite what the media would have you 
believe; we live in a time of reducing crime 
rates and levels of safety unheard of generations 
ago. That being the case, there are still many 
aspects of concern which our incoming ERP 
will assist: Natural disasters, threats, injuries, 
fires, etc. Although I believe our building and 
its members are safe during services or events, 
it’s still important to follow the Scout motto 
when it comes to safety: Be Prepared! 

For many Rabbis, 
talking about keeping 
Kosher became a chal-
lenging task. The rea-
son was well explained 
through a story that 

authors Joseph Telushkin and Dennis Prager 
included in the introduction of their book 
“Eight Questions About Judaism”:  A Rabbi 
was preparing his first sermon for his new 
congregation when he was approached by a 
member of his Board: “I would appreciate if 
you don’t speak about keeping the Shabbat. 
People need to work that day and they would 
feel uncomfortable with your sermon. Please 
don’t speak about Jewish Education either, 
kids are busy with sports and can’t attend 
Hebrew School. And please don’t talk about 
Kosher food - People won’t pay more for 
Kosher meat because Kashrut is based on 
obsolete sanitary rules, and you will make 
people feel uncomfortable”. The Rabbi, who 
was surprised by this request, asked the Board 
member: “But if I can’t speak about Shabbat, 

Jewish Education and Kosher food, what am 
I supposed to talk about”. The leader replied: 
“Just talk about Judaism!”

Many Rabbis feel challenged to talk about 
some traditions because we know many of our 
members don’t follow them, and we just don’t 
want anyone to feel uncomfortable. Keeping 
Kosher is not an exception, even with the 
limitations we have in Saskatoon.  Because 
it’s an essential component of our identity, it 
is the responsibility of our congregation, the 
leaders and the Rabbi to keep encouraging our 
members to have a positive attitude towards it 
and think about making it a part of their lives. 

Why is keeping Kosher difficult for many 
Jews? First of all there are many misconcep-
tions. People wrongly believe Kashrut is about 
health and these laws were adopted in a time 
when pork meat brought trichinosis and other 
illnesses. But Kashrut is not associated with 
health in the Torah and we have no reason to 
connect it with sanitary precautions. There 
is no evidence that Jews have benefited with 
better health just because of eating Kosher 

meat or not mixing it with dairy products. 
Secondly, while the generation of our parents 
or grandparents was raised in Kosher homes, 
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We successfully put off our trip to Israel for 
almost twenty years.  For one reason/excuse 
or another, Israel just didn’t happen for us.  In 
September, Rabbi Parnes of Regina asked if 
we were interested in a Jewish National Fund 
tour that he was organizing.  The tour would 
be shorter in length (only a week but with the 
option of independently staying longer) and 
considerably less expensive than the annual 
two week JNF tour.  Saying, “Yes, please”, 
was a great decision.

Heather Fenyes provided valuable “intel” 
on what we needed to take to Israel.  We ar-
ranged to stay with a friend for a couple of 
days in Toronto before departure because the 
flight to Israel was not going to be missed 
because of a snowstorm or any other issue.  
We met the other 18 tour members from Re-
gina, Winnipeg and Toronto at the Toronto 
airport and boarded on-time after an extra 
security check just outside of our departure 
area.  After a nice meal and glass of wine, we 
used a lovely sleep aid that provided a solid 
six hours of slumber.  

The next seven days were full, over-
crowded with experiences for the mind, 
the heart and definitely the stomach.  In the 
north of Israel, we had long walks over some 
mildly challenging terrain to appreciate all 
of the work done by JNF (which, apparently, 
owns 13% of the land in Israel generating a 

A Brilliant Trip to Israel
by Susan and David Katzman

tremendous income which is reinvested in 
the country).  In Tel-Aviv, we strolled along 
the most cosmopolitan shoreline pathway, 
enjoying the diverse population and keeping 
a very close eye on the motorized 
bicycles buzzing by us, apparently 
used to train future IDF pilots in 
dogfight evasion tactics.  The 
Palmach Museum was outstand-
ing and perhaps the most moving 
experience for David.  Jerusalem 
was, as we had anticipated, a series 
of highlights; the extensive archeo-
logical dig along the exterior of the 
western side of the Temple Mount, 
the Western Wall, the buzzing and 
delicious markets, and a long and 
more than mildly challenging walk 
along the ramparts of the Old City 
to East Jerusalem, and a outstanding 
tour of the Old City police station 
which featured an incredible array 
of monitors that had live feeds of 
every street, pathway, nook and cranny of the 
Old City.  Our time at Yad VaShem was far 
too short but the guide was brilliant.

The soak in the Dead Sea was a lot of fun 
but it is very sad to see how very, very far the 
water has receded since David was last there 
at the age of 19 (that’s over twenty years ago).  
The demand for water far exceeds the supply 

and there is serious discussion of reducing 
agriculture, which provides a much smaller 
part of Israeli export income than we had 
thought.  Masada, as always, was inspiring.

Security was 
not an issue, al-
though our tour 
group “medic” 
packed a hefty 
side arm.  The 
t o u r  g u i d e , 
L ior,  was  a 
gem with the 
patience of Job.  
The bus driver 
must have at-
tended Hog-
wart’s (he was 
a  magic ian) 
maneuvering 
the rather large 
bus in places 
we would not 

want to drive our car.
We wanted to go with a tour group so that 

we would feel safe, get the best guides and 
not waste time choosing where to go and how 
to get there.  We definitely paid more for all 
of this but it was definitely worth every extra 
shekel.

Since it’s founding 
in 1936, the World 
Jewish Congress has 
been an international 
non partisan advocate 
for the world Jewish 
community. It strives 

to represent the plurality of the community and 
intercede and advocate on issues particular to 
us. They have placed emphasis on Holocaust 
restitution, seeking justice for its victims and 
heirs in particular, sought compensation for 
stolen Jewish property, negotiated settlements 
with Swiss banks on “dormant” accounts, and 
helped Jews immigrant to Israel. They fought 
for security, safety and freedom of those who 
chose to stay in the former Soviet Union 
and they actively engage in countering anti-
Semitism and the de-ligitimization of the state 
of Israel.

The work of the WJC has been vast and 
touched the lives of Jewish people in over 100 
communities world wide. Every four years a 
plenary of delegates meet to discuss the current 
state of world Jewish affair, and define and set 
policies.

This year, the plenary took place in New York 
City. I participated along with approximately 
250 delegates representing 90 countries. 
Having attended a mid-term session last year 
in Buenos Aries I knew what 
to expect and yet, seeing 
hundreds of engaged Jewish 
leaders seated in rows and 
rows of tables representing 
counties including Bahrain, 
Jamaica, and virtually every 
corner of the globe was 
energizing.

The three day experience 
included a meal at Ellis 
Island, a number of business 
sessions, and an opportunity 
to hear from some 
interesting speakers. United 
Nations Secretary General Guterres addressed 
the delegates and guests at the opening dinner. 
I believe for everyone in the room his message 
was among the most hopeful, inspiring 
moment of the whole event. He directly 
acknowledged the clear bias of the United 
Nations against Israel and pledged  to lead the 

way to change. In his short time in this role he 
has already demonstrated his commitment to 
fairness and told the 600 in attendance “Israel 
needs to be treated as any other UN member 

state” and that it had 
an “undeniable right 
to exist and to live 
in peace and security 
with its neighbours.” 
US Ambassador to 
the UN Nikki Haley 
struck a similar note 
in his comments to the 
plenary saying it was 
a “new day for Israel 
in the UN”. Both 
speakers, and both 
messages received 
unanimous applause 

and inspired the entire crowd with hope of a 
more balanced United Nations. Guterres and 
Haley acknowledged the United Nations’ 
disproportionate attention and criticism of 
Israel. Neither offered unconditional support to 
Israel, her politics or choices, but reflected the 

My	Time	at	World	Jewish	Congress
by Heather Fenyes

Heather Fenyes and Canadian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Chrystia 
Freeland and Irwin Cotler

continued on page 12
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On Monday, Holocaust Survivor Amek 
Adler visited Humboldt, Saskatchewan, 
to share his extraordinary journey through 
the darkest chapter of modern history with 
more than 550 students and 28 staff from 22 
school divisions. As Dr. Simonne Horwitz, a 
presenter at the symposium noted: “Most of 
these students had never had the opportunity 
to meet or hear from a Survivor before, and 
it was clear they were deeply moved — 
not only by the strength and humanity of 
this incredible man, but by the resistance 
and courage with which he rebuilt his life 
from the ashes of the Shoah (Hebrew for 
“Holocaust”) to become an inspiration to 
thousands of young people across Canada.”

On Tuesday, April 25, Amek died before 
he could deliver a presentation in Regina.

The timing of this loss cannot go 
unnoticed. The world just commemorated 
Yom HaShoah, Holocaust Remembrance 
Day. Many of Amek’s friends are returning 

by Heather Fenyes

from Poland, where they marched in 
solidarity from Auchwitz to Birkenau with 
thousands Jewish youth. As an Auchwitz-
Birkenau Survivor, Amek will always be an 
irrepressible spirit 
among the marchers.

While I am from 
Saskatoon, I share 
these sad reflections 
from the World 
Jewish Congress 
(WJC) Plenary in 
New York, where 
Jews representing 
communities in 90 
countries gathered 
to consider issues 
of importance 
to the global Jewish family. Holocaust 
remembrance is a key part of every 
conversation. As one of 18 delegates from 
WJC’s Canadian affiliate, the Centre for 

Israel and Jewish Affairs, I found the news 
of Amek’s passing to be deeply personal.

Amek dedicated his life to giving; first 
through his service to the Canadian army, 

and later as keeper 
of the Holocaust 
story. It is painfully 
poignant that 
he passed away 
while living out 
his commitment 
to share his 
experiences on the 
heels of Holocaust 
R e m e m b r a n c e 
Day. I can only 
reflect that timing 
is everything in 

life and, this week, the calendar seems a 
fitting memorial to a man and his message.

Loss of a Survivor

I woke up on Tuesday 25th of April to the 
shocking news that holocaust survivor Amek 
Adler had passed away early that morning.  
Adler was born in April 1928 in Lublin, 
Poland and grew up in Lodz. After Nazi oc-
cupation in 1939, his family escaped 
to Warsaw where they 
lived in the ghetto until 
it was about to be sealed 
off when they moved to 
Radom. In 1943, Adler 
was sent to Auschwitz-
Birkenau, and from there 
to a series of work camps 
and eventually shipped to 
Dachau.  It was in Dachau 
that his father died and one 
of his brothers was shot in 
front of him.  He was lib-
erated on April 28, 1945 
and worked with the Israeli 
Irgun Tzvai Leumi and was 
part of Aliyah Beth to help il-
legal immigrants into Pales-
tine.  Soon after that he heard 
that his mother had survived. 
He moved to Sweden and was reunited with 
his mother and met his wife Ruth.  In 1954 
they immigrated to Canada and have been 
living in Ontario ever since.

On the day before he died, I heard Amek 
Adler tell his story to over 500 students. I 

The Death of a Survivor
by Simonne Horwitz

have been privileged enough to meet and 
hear many holocaust survivors over the 
last decade.  While the details of each of 
their stories are different, they share an in-
spiring sense of determination and human-

ity.  I am always left with 
a sense of awe and deep 
seated respect for these 
individuals and the silent 
survivors whom they rep-
resent.  Survivors, those 
who choose to speak out 
and take on the mission 
of educating and bearing 
witness, and those who 
suffer and survive in si-
lence, are a central part 
of our Jewish collec-
tive memory and iden-
tity.  We rely on these 
voices to remind us of 
the horrific nature of 
past persecution, the 
resilient nature of our 
people and the call 

to action, working for Tikkun Olam 
and social justice.  They remind us of what 
it means to be a Jew.  Yet, as I was so starkly 
reminded on hearing the news of Mr Adler’s 
death, these voices are being silenced by the 
passing of a generation.  It is almost cliché 
to say that their message is now our message 

and we owe them the respect and honour of 
bearing witness.  Mr. Adler received a stand-
ing ovation at the end of his talk.  The stu-
dents were acknowledging the impact of his 
words but also him as a person; a person who 
survived and has rebuilt his life out of the 
ashes of the Shoah.  Mr. Adler signaled to 
the audience to sit and said into the micro-
phone “I don’t need a standing ovation, the 
best thing you can give a survivor, give me, 
is to listen”.  We listen, we hear, we learn and 
we can take on the stories of these incredible 
human beings and keep them alive through 
retelling them.  Yet, the death of yet another 
survivor weights heavily on me, we are los-
ing more than a generation, more than a set 
of incredible stories, more than the witnesses 
to one of the darkest events in the 20th Centu-
ry. We are losing one of the cores of the Jew-
ish people.  Being in the presence of a survi-
vor always awakens and reinforces a part of 
my Jewish identity; it brings us together as 
a community, it reminds us, it inspires us, it 
gives us a sense of pride in the resilience of 
our people.  A world without survivors will 
be a different world.

Amek Adler’s memoirs were published 
earlier this month by the Azrieli Foundation 

http://memoirs.azrielifoundation.org/sur-
vivor/amek-adler#sthash.K611g4xI.dpuf 
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I t  i s  wi th 
mixed feelings 
that  I  wri te 
th is  ar t ic le . 
After 12 years 
as Principal of 
the Saskatoon 

Hebrew School, and a total of 25 years as a 
teacher, it is time to retire.  There are many 
aspects of this job that I will miss…and some 
that I will not.

I will miss the children! Every time one of 
our children says, “Hi Morah Marsha” I feel 
like I just got a hug. Their faces, as they are 
working on a craft project, learning a new 
prayer, or singing a familiar song, are beauti-
ful. The hugs I am given once they know me 
are worth their weight in gold!

I will miss watching children as they ap-

I Will Miss Hebrew School
by Marsha Scharfstein, Principal

proach Bar or Bat Mitzvah age and that mo-
ment when they realize that they have this 
whole thing under control. It is a powerful 
thing to watch a student who has struggled 
with Hebrew reading make the decision that 
they can and will master it. I have been privi-
leged on more than one occasion to witness 
that transformation.

I will miss the messy fun of learning. It is 
not a quiet activity and I have to say that I 
have probably learned much more over the 
years than the total that the children have. I 
have learned that sitting still is not the way 
to learn. We must interact with the material, 
feel it, hear it, touch it, and make it our own. 
Then we remember. I love crafting with the 
children. No matter what I had in mind as 
the outcome of a project, they always make 
it better by putting their own magic into 

it. A few examples… 
the Challah covers the 
community uses, the 
Centerpieces for Shab-
bat Family Dinners 
and Passover Seders, 
and the wallhangings 
for Hanukkah, Purim and Passover.

I will miss the opportunity to build a lasting 
relationship with the children of our commu-
nity. Being a teacher has given me a unique 
and extraordinary chance to connect with 
them. One of my favorite things is to come 
into an event and have a student I taught many 
years ago give me a hug.

I will miss endlessly searching Pinterest 
for new ideas for crafts or teaching units…
okay, truthfully, I can’t see that stopping any 
time soon. Grant will probably not miss the 
fact that I have been known to search for 
new material in every city/bookstore/Jewish 
Center we visit.

I will not miss…actually, I can’t think of 
anything. I have loved almost every minute I 
have spent in the Hebrew School. 

I want to thank June Avivi for believing 
that I could teach Hebrew until I believed it 
myself. She showed me what a teacher does 
and allowed me to develop into one on my 
own terms. I am forever grateful for Heather 
Fenyes and her skill at teaching not only the 
children, but me as well. Our school has had 
some great people teaching in it over the past 
25 years and I want to thank all of them. It 
was a blast!

#35 22nd Street E.  Saskatoon, SK

Tickets: www.tcutickets.ca
Website:	www.tcuplace.com
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President: Mark Ditlove
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B’nai Brith Report
by David Katzman, President of B’nai Brith Lodge 739 and Chairman of Silver Plate Dinner

The 2001 Stats Can census reports 940 
citizens identifying themselves as Jews in 
Saskatchewan. That works out to about one 
Jew for every 10 000 citizens in our province.  
For those of you who attend the Rush lacrosse 
or Blades hockey games, if the Sask Tel Cen-
tre was full to capacity, 15 000 people, there 
would be 1.5 Jews; That would be one Jewish 
woman, about 4.5 months pregnant.  And yet 
the Jewish community is very, very visible in 
the business, professional and academic com-
munity.  The dedication of past and present 
members of B’nai Brith is part of explana-
tion for the prominence and, dare I say, the 
widespread respect for the Jewish community.

In sports, there is a maxim; the best defence 
is a good offence.  For the Jews of Saskatch-
ewan that means that we cannot wait for a 
crisis related to anti-Semitism; we get our 
name out there in the most positive light.  The 

upcoming Silver Spoon Dinner and the Silver 
Plate Dinner not only raise significant funds 
for our Jewish Community, but perhaps more 
importantly, it allows the other 99.99% of 
Saskatchewan to see that Jewish community 
does more than talk about Tikkun Olam.

In the very recent past, B’nai Brith sup-
ported :
•  SUM Theatre; the brilliant and outrageously 

successful free musical theatre in the park, 
led by our own Joel Bernbaum

•  Youth on the Rise; a theatre program for 
young people at risk

•  Camp FyreFly; a camp for LGBTQ youth  
•  SPCA
•  Systema Music; providing music experience 

to students who would likely not be able to 
participate in a band experience

•  Canadian Museum for Human Rights

•  C a r e  a n d 
Share Holiday 
Lunch                

•  First Nations 
Summer Cul-
t u r e  C a m p                     
And many, many more.
I am particularly proud that we invest so 

much in our children. B’nai Brith now pays 
half of Camp Fees to attend Camp B’nai Brith.  
Attending a Jewish summer camp has been 
clearly linked to lifelong commitment to the 
Jewish community.

Like every other organization, we need 
more members.  Please, if you are interested 
in helping us do what we do, let’s talk.

David Katzman (dl.katzman@sasktel.net; 
306-955-3563)
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The following 
i s  a n o t h e r 
e x c e r p t 	 f r om	
the unpublished 
writings of the 
late Rabbi Roger 
Pavey (written in 
2000)

We have tended to assume that moral 
precepts are absolute and universal and are 
not culture bound.  In modern times that 
assumption has been challenged.  The case 
has been made that moral principles arise 
in specific times and places, arise from a 
particular ethnic and culture group, and 
reflect class and gender conflicts and power 
struggles.  Legal systems, for example, with 
their claims to concretize absolute values, are 
the means by which a particular group hangs 
on to its power in a particular historic time 
and place.  The values of western society that 
basically derive from Jerusalem, Rome and 
Athens, are not universal, but represent the 
power of a class structure that excluded the 
masses of the poor and women and colored 
people.  They were absolutized by the claim 
that they represented abstract ideals embedded 
in divine revelation.  Western powers could 
extend their influence throughout the world 
because of their monopoly - until now - of 
military technology and economic power, 
and could thus impose their moral value 
system on other peoples.  With the backlash 
against colonialism in all its forms, it is now 
time for other cultures to rediscover their 
own different moral values.  So, for example, 
while western society’s moral norms elevate 
individual human rights above the rights of 
the community, Asian and African culture 
has a higher respect for the rights of the 
community.  With the revival of their own 
self-respect, they can now critique what they 
see as western tendencies to reduce human 
relations to atomism and anomie.  Specifically, 
the seeming obsession of westerners with 
human rights can be rejected by, say, China 
and India, both of which have traditionally 
seen society in terms of community rather than 
as a grouping of  individuals: as gemeinschaft 
rather than gesselschaft.

Absolute moral values are denied when 
we consider the potential infinity of human 
choices.  They then become guidelines that 
help in decision making, but many would 
deny that they should be adhered to as divine 
fiats. The challenge of situational ethics is not 
the problem that is raised here.  The specific 
question is not whether the values of western 
society are absolutely true, but whether 
the western concern with human rights is 
universally applicable or culture-bound?  Even 

On the Universality of Ethics
by the late Rabbi Roger Pavey

if western values are not absolute in all cases, 
do they in themselves have a meaning that is 
universal?

Judaism has tried to balance the respective 
values of individual and community.  Both 
are essential.  So the Midrash teaches that 
every person carries two pieces of paper, 
one in each pocket.  On one is written, “I am 
only dust and ashes”; on the other, “For my 
sake was the world created.”  Such a balance 
is imperative.  Western society, under the 
influence of liberal philosophy deriving 
from the Enlightenment of the 18th century, 
stresses the significance of the individual 
human being, and the political and economic 
rights that flow from that.  Especially is this 
so in North American thinking that stresses 
the free market.  It is highly probable that this 
stress has upset the balance by losing sight of 
the rights of community and society.  Other 
philosophies, both pre-modern and modern, 
have emphasized community.  While Fascism 
and Marxism are no longer in fashion, pre-
modern societies that stress community and 
coherence and identity the subordination of 
individual human rights to those concerns, 
are increasingly vocal in their critique of 
what they see as a continuance of western 
imperialism in the imposition by the west of 
its individualistic values.  This is particularly 
so in the Islamic and Sinic worlds, where it 
is entangled with a resentment of western 
economic wealth and political influence.  
From a western perspective, it seems that this 
is also an unbalanced approach.

The balanced approach of Judaism may be 
useful in regaining equilibrium.  No individual 
may ever be sacrificed for the good of the larger 
community.  But the community may also not 
be sacrificed for the selfish whim and greed of 
the individual.  The Talmud debates an issue 
that arises out of the political situation when 
Jews lived under alien, Roman occupation of 
their land.  If the occupying power sends to a 
village and demands the surrender of a hostage 

under threat of extermination of the whole 
village, what should the moral response of the 
village authorities be?  There is a crucial factor 
in their decision.  If the demand is couched 
generically, that is that any hostage will do, 
the village should refuse the demand and take 
the consequences.  If the demand specifies an 
individual, X, the son of Y, then the village 
should hand him over.  Why?  What is the 
difference?  In the first case, there is no shred 
of legality in the demand, it is totally arbitrary, 
and to cooperate is to break down the whole 
basis of a civilized society.  Descent into total 
chaos is to be resisted.  In the second case, 
the demand is not arbitrary.  It specifies an 
individual, and the assumption may be made 
that the demand represents a legal system, 
however flawed, however much one would 
disagree with it.  In which case, the law of the 
land must be obeyed.  The distinction is that 
the second case presupposes the existence of 
some sort of court system to dispense justice, 
and this is an essential element in the Jewish 
definition of a civilized society.  Judaism posits 
a universal framework of values definable in 
terms of a legal system that makes justice 
available to all without discrimination.  This 
is a minimal but essential fact.  But this is a 
legalistic response.  Judaism also believes that 
each human being is made in the divine image 
and is therefore of absolute worth.  Society is 
not an ant heap any more than it is merely an 
agglomeration of individuals.  “Anyone who 
saves one life is as if they had saved a whole 
universe; anyone who destroys one life is as 
if they had destroyed a whole universe.”  On 
the other hand, it is impossible to be a Jew on 
a desert island.  Judaism implies community.  
Human beings come together in relationship, 
and without the interaction of people in 
friendship, family and community, there is 
no humanness.  That relationship is partially 
and of necessity that of gesselschaft, “I-It”.  

continued on page 13
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There are not many news stories in print or 
online that laud the everyday work of women. 
Occasionally, studies are published regarding 
the status of women’s salaries relative to 
men’s, the position of women’s roles relative 
to men’s, the division of labour in the 
household, etc., but very little is published 
about the everyday life and sacrifices of 
women. When stories are published, they 
are most often about how women have 
contributed, as a female actor in a traditional 
male role, to the social and economic welfare 
of the greater community.

I do not have many “heroes.” I never quite 
got the appeal of adoring a public figure or 
wanting to model myself after a stranger 
regardless of his or her qualities. One person 
I do admire, however, is Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsberg – obviously for her remarkable 
contribution to the U.S. Supreme Court, her 
leadership and her example to American 
women – but more for the non-public and 
under-appreciated value she has added as a 
mother and a grandmother.

Bader Ginsberg is very much like Queen 
Esther of Purim – a woman with a private 
life who serves the greater good in the 
public sphere. There were not, and are not, 
many opportunities to have a life like hers. 
But, ordinary women, women not in the 
spotlight, have been serving the greater good 
throughout human history – volunteering in 
the community, giving time, food, sustenance 
and support to help their communities not only 
survive, but thrive.

When I grew up, I often came home from 
school and stopped at the Jewish community 
centre to see my mother – Goldie Kassen 
– who was working in the kitchen with the 
other women of Hadassah, an organization’s 
whose name is Queen Esther’s Hebrew name. 
The women of Hadassah were very active in 
Saskatoon. There wasn’t a week that went 
by that they weren’t involved in some sort of 
social action or charity event. And, on the days 
they were not busy with Hadassah, they were 

Queen	Esther	in	Vancouver
by Barbara Taranto, published in the Jewish Independent of Vancouver, March 2017

involved in the sisterhood at Congregation 
Agudas Israel, performing vital ritual tasks for 
the mikvah, the chevra kadisha or distributing 
mishloach manot (loosely translated as gift 
baskets) on Purim.

This culture of volunteerism that was 
widespread and common in my youth seems 
to have disappeared. Many smaller Jewish 
communi t ies 
do not have the 
congregat ion 
or the means to 
support these 
activities and 
many services 
h a v e  b e e n 
taken over by 
professionals. 
F r a n k l y , 
many women 
understandably 
do not want to 
volunteer for no 
pay.

W h e n  m y 
f a t h e r ,  z ” l , 
died, my mother 
left Saskatoon 
and moved to 
Vancouver. She 
i m m e d i a t e l y 
volunteered for 
a seniors group, Hadassah and the sisterhood 
at Temple Sholom. She became an active 
member of her new community by giving first 
and receiving warmth and welcome in return.

For the past 28 years, my mother has 
volunteered at the Louis Brier Home and 
Hospital. She started out as a salesperson, one 
day a week, in the gift shop. Over the years, 
she took on more and more responsibility. 
Today, she manages the staff and the staff 
schedule. She does the buying for the shop, 
she does the books for the shop and she 
does special requests for those who have no 
family or aid. She works four days a week, 
every week.

The proceeds from the shop have been used 
to purchase diagnostic medical equipment, 
hospital beds, a barbeque for the residents 
and much, much more. She greets all the 
customers in a quiet and gentle way, and I 
know she is loved for her patience and her 
concern.

On the Louis Brier’s website, there is a very 
brief paragraph about 
the shop. No mention 
is made of the women 
who work there, not 
that they expect it, 
but it would be nice. I 
know that the shop is 
an integral part of the 
life of the residents 
and the staff at the 
home. I know that 
there are not many 
women left like my 
mother.

So, when my mom 
called and told me 
she was going to the 
Purim party last year 
as Queen Esther, I was 
especially proud. She 
was worrying over 
what dress to wear. 
In the end, she chose 
the evening gown my 

father bought her in Jerusalem in 1962. It was 
a beautiful dress then and it is a beautiful dress 
now. More importantly, the woman wearing 
the dress is beautiful – as beautiful as Queen 
Esther and as important as all those women 
who have kept the traditions alive and without 
whom we would be impoverished.

Barbara Taranto lives in Tel Aviv. A version 
of this article was published last year on her 
blog, btarantoaretz.com. Her granddaughter 
is Jordana Jacobson who lives with her family 
in Saskatoon.

Goldie Kassen at Louis Brier Home and Hospital’s 
Purim party last year. (photo from Barbara Taranto)
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C H A R T E R E D   A C C O U N T A NTS

Biography of the Month: Alan	Morton	Dershowitz 
by Stan Schroeder

Editor’s Note: Stan Schroeder is the Editor of  
Congregation Shir Ami’s “Shir Notes” in Los 
Angeles which also won a Gold Medal for “Bul-
letins.” He writes biographies of famous Jews 
and has offered to share them with us. This arti-
cle was first published in the Shir Notes. Steven 
Goluboff and Stan met each other in Jerusalem 
to discuss their community Bulletins.

Alan Morton Dershowitz was born 
September 1, 1938 in the Williamsburg 
neighborhood in the New York City borough 
of Brooklyn, and grew up in Borough 
Park. His parents, Harry and Claire, were 
both devout Orthodox Jews. Harry was a 
founder and president of the Young Israel 
Synagogue in the 1960s, and served on the 
board of directors of the Etz Chaim School 
in Borough Park.Dershowitz attended Yeshiva 
University High School,where he played on 
the basketball team.

He was a rebellious student, often criticized 
by his teachers. The school’s career placement 
center,however, told him that he had talent 
and was capable of becoming an advertising 
executive, funeral director, or salesman. 
Dershowitz later said that his “teachers said I 
should do something that requires a big mouth 
and no brain...so I became a lawyer.” When 
he graduated his parents gave him a baseball 
encyclopedia, which they inscribed, “You 
should know your Talmud like you know 
your baseball.”

Upon graduating, he attended Brooklyn 
College and received a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in 1959. He later attended Yale Law 
School, where he was Editor-in-Chief of the 
Yale Law Journal. He graduated first in his 
class with in 1962. After being admitted to 
the bar, Dershowitz served as a law clerk for 
David L. Bazelon, Chief Judge of the U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia. During the 1963-64 term he 
clerked for Arthur Goldberg, Associate Justice 
of the U.S. Supreme Court.

He joined the faculty of Harvard Law 
School as an assistant professor of law 
in 1964. He was made a full professor of 
law in 1967, at the age of 28, becoming 
Harvard’s youngest full law professor. Much 
of Dershowitz’s legal career has focused on 
criminal law, and his clients have included 
high-profile figures such as Patricia Hearst, 
billionaire New York City hotel operator 
Leona Helmsley, televangelist Jim Bakker, 
boxing champion Mike Tyson, O.J. Simpson, 
and porn star Harry Reems.

In  1984 Dershowitz  successful ly 
represented British socialite Claus von Bülow 
in the appeal of his murder conviction in the 
1980 death of his wife Sunny. In a second 
trial the next year von Bulow was acquitted 
on all charges. Afterwards, Dershowitz told 
the story of the case in his book, Reversal of 
Fortune. The book was made into a movie in 
1990 starring Jeremy Irons and Glenn Close.

But perhaps his most famous case was the 
O.J. Simpson murder trial in 1994. Simpson’s 
lead attorneys were Robert Shapiro and 
Johnny Cochran. At the time of the murders, 
Dershowitz was just finishing a book called 
The Abuse Excuse-- and Other Cop-Outs, 
Sob Stories, and Evasion of Responsibility. 
Concerned that Dershowitz’s thesis may 
negatively impact Simpson’s case, Shapiro 
decided to hire Dershowitz, in part to “shut 
him up.” Rarely present in court, Dershowitz 
spent most of his time handling motions and 
other support documents. His main assignment 
was to prepare for possible appellate review of 
an adverse trial outcome. Following the trial 
he wrote the book Reasonable Doubts which 
includes “an extensive discussion of both the 
glove and the sock and the forensic evidence”.

Alan Dershowitz is one of the most 
prominent writers and speakers on Jewish legal 
issues as well as other topics involving Israel 
and Judaism. In July 2006, Dershowitz wrote 
a series of articles defending Israel’s campaign 
to weaken or destroy Hezbollah against the 
international outcry regarding civilian deaths. 
After the UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights Louise Arbour indicated that Israeli 
officials might be investigated and indicted 
for war crimes, Dershowitz dismissed her 
statement as “bizarre” in an op-ed which 
not only called for Arbour’s dismissal, but 
argued more generally against the “absurdity 
and counterproductive nature of current 
international law.”

In a piece for the Boston Globe he argued 
that “the international community, the anti-
Israel segment of the media, and human rights 
organizations” should not blame Israel for any 
dead civilians. “Israel has every self-interest 

in minimizing civilian casualties, whereas 
the terrorists have every self-interest in 
maximizing them—on both sides.

Dershowitz has been active on college 
campuses making the case for Israel, 
emphasizing Israel’s liberal values to the 
majority liberal Jews who support the 
Palestinians despite their culture oppressing 
women, gays, and others that liberals generally 
defend.

Dershowitz is married to Carolyn Cohen, a 
Ph.D. in psychology with the Harvard School 
of Education. They have a daughter Ella who 
graduated from Yale with a degree in Theater 
Arts and is an actress in theater and movies. 
He also has two children from a previous 
marriage: a film producer and a lawyer with 
the National Basketball Association.
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CIJA	Supporting	Community	Security	in	Challenging	Times
by Steve McDonald, Deputy Director, Communications and Public Affairs - CIJA

Events in the past 
few months have 
brought the issue of 
Jewish community 
security to the fore-
front.

S i n c e  J a n u a r y 
alone, more than 150 Jewish community 
institutions across North America, including 
in Vancouver, Calgary, Winnipeg, London 
(Ontario), and Toronto, were targeted with 
false bomb threats. While no physical harm 
manifested itself in these incidents, repeated 
evacuations of Jewish facilities have inevita-
bly led to heightened community anxieties. 
Added to this have been various incidents of 
antisemitic vandalism at cemeteries and other 
Jewish sites.

At the time of writing this column, Israeli 
authorities have apprehended an individual 
– allegedly an American-Israeli teenager – 
believed to be responsible for most of the 
bomb threats. I imagine you were as stunned 
and upset as I was when you heard the news 
that the suspect is a member of our own 
community. Reports in the media, including 
comments from the suspect’s lawyer, reveal 
the strong possibility of mental health being a 
prominent factor in this case. It is a troubling 
end (at least, we hope it is the conclusion) 
to a worrisome few months for the North 
American Jewish community.

CIJA has worked proactively to support 
our community institutions in responding to 
these and other hate crimes. Given that the 
JCC threats were designed to spread fear, we 
have emphasized that the best response is to 
maintain existing security protocols while 
enjoying our JCCs and institutions without 
fear. All the more so, given that our commu-

nity has always had robust security systems 
and procedures. 

Jewish federations across Canada, for ex-
ample, benefit from the National Community 
Security Program coordinated by the Centre 
for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA). The 
Program provides a hub for incident support, 
security training and tools, liaison with police 
agencies, and the sharing of intelligence and 
trends. Just as we benefit from a close working 
relationship with law enforcement at all lev-
els, no Jewish institution should feel isolated 
when it comes to protecting their facilities.

At the same time, there is a vital role for 
government to play in supporting our com-
munity’s security needs, alongside those 
of other minority groups targeted for hate. 
Every Jewish institution should be aware of 
the financial support available through the 
federal government’s Security Infrastructure 
Program (SIP). 

This program allows at-risk community 
institutions, including places of worship, com-
munity centres, and religious schools, to apply 
for funding to offset the costs of essential 
security upgrades. The Jewish community 
has benefited immensely from the SIP, though 
security costs continue to pose a burden to 
shuls, day schools, and JCCs.

The federal government’s 2017 budget al-
located an additional $5 Million over the next 
five years for the SIP. This infusion of funds 
represents a doubling of the SIP’s budget and 
reflects the dedication of Canada’s elected 
officials to protect at-risk communities such 
as ours. 

“This has the potential to be transformative, 
making a substantial upgrade to the program 
possible to maximize its effectiveness in 
addressing the evolving security challenges 

faced by communities at-risk,” noted Noah 
Shack, CIJA’s Director of Policy. “Expanding 
the SIP in this way has been a cornerstone 
of CIJA’s advocacy activities over the last 
year, and we look forward to the translation 
of these additional resources into tangible 
improvements.” 

Antisemitism, the world’s oldest hatred, has 
always managed to adapt itself to local condi-
tions and changing times. While Canada is a 
remarkably safe and welcoming country for 
minorities, Canadian society is not immune 
from antisemitism or other forms of bigotry. 
Fighting antisemitism requires vigilance, 
awareness, education, and proactive engage-
ment with leaders in all communities. 

At the same time, we must maintain a 
healthy dose of optimism rooted in the fact 
that we have many allies, exceptional support 
from government and law enforcement, and 
a national community security infrastructure 
to assist our institutions. Behind all of this is 
the knowledge that the Jewish people are no 
longer defenseless; we have in Israel a strong, 
national homeland that remains a haven for 
Jews seeking to leave troubled lands. 

This issue is especially poignant at this time 
of year. The Passover seder is in many ways 
a metaphor for how we must handle these 
challenges today. In the seder, we teach our 
children to remember the threats and suffer-
ing we have faced, but we do so with a sense 
of gratitude for our blessings today and hope 
for the future.

Steve McDonald is Deputy Director, 
Communications and Public Affairs, at the 
Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA) 
– the advocacy agent of Canada’s Jewish 
Federations

and follow through with any potential leads 
for donations. Only with the contribution of 
everyone’s energy and commitment will we 
realize this dream

As we embark on this potentially exciting 
new era, we are sadly closing the doors on 
what has been a remarkable 16 year project 
originally called the Areivim and in recent 
years the Shlichim program. We have been 
blessed with 14 young Israeli couples who 
brought to us the real face of Israel as they 
have created interesting and informative 
programs, taught our children in Hebrew 
School and formed bonds with Saskatoon 
that will last forever. As the program became 

too expensive, it became apparent that even 
though we could never replace what they have 
brought to us, we have the talent to continue 
their work.  As many of you know, the Congre-
gation has hired Rosy Kreindle-Jodorkovsky 
to become our new Event, Membership and 
Volunteer Coordinator and already the value 
of that position has become obvious with her 
organization of the community Pesach Seder 
and the imminent Gerry Rose Memorial and 
Volunteer Dinner and her outreach to potential 
new members. We bid a fond farewell to Yaniv 
and Sapir and look forward to capitalizing and 
continuing much of their work and that of their 
13 predecessors. 

Editorial... from page 3
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many Jews today are just unfamiliar and feel 
alienated from it. Third, Kosher meat is more 
expensive, and that is a limitation we can’t 
change easily. Kosher meat is produced in a 
much smaller scale which means higher costs 
plus shipping expenses, and more people 
(like the Shochet and ritual supervisors) are 
involved in the process which also raises the 
costs. If more Jews would keep Kosher the 
prices would probably be much lower. On 
the other hand, people always spend money 
on what they value (travel, expensive clothes, 
costly concert tickets, and fancy restaurants). 
The problem is not so much how much Kosher 
meat costs, but how to make it a priority in 
our lives. 

There is a lot to do in order to overcome 
these barriers. Our congregation is working 
hard to create a system that will allow Jews in 
Saskatoon to have permanent access to Kosher 
meat and other products. We are trying to find 
a way to make that happen, trying to mini-
mize or avoid additional shipping costs, and 
at the same time being responsible with the 
finances of our congregation. But the change 
needs to come from every one of us as well, 
not only from the Synagogue. An open mind 
and heart towards this ancient and enriching 
tradition is necessary to recover what was not 
so long ago an inseparable component of the 
Jewish identity.

What does keeping Kosher offers us?  The 
first contribution of Kashrut to our lives is 
about the importance of discipline. Rabbi 
Samuel Dresner, author of a classical work 
about Jewish dietary rules, wrote: “Observing 
Kashrut demands sacrifice, self-discipline and 
determination... but, what really worthwhile in 
life does not?” Disciple is required to achieve 

important things in our lives, from health and 
sports to values and relationships. When you 
keep Kosher and limit what you eat every 
day, you realize that you are able to control 
yourself and have limits. You can teach your 
children that they don’t have the right to take 
whatever is in front of them.  And if they 
are able to do it, they will be able to achieve 
many important things in their lives. Secondly, 
keeping Kosher is an invitation to a life with 
meaning. For a human being, the act of eating 
cannot be the same as for an animal. We worry 
about who gave us the food; we recognize that 
we are able to eat thanks to God’s blessings, 
our hard work and because we are fortunate. It 
teaches us to be grateful and to become sensi-
tive with those who don’t have a plate with 
food every day. Kashrut motivates us to help 
the poor and to contribute to repair the world. 
Kosher meat comes from an animal that was 
killed in a more humanitarian way, reminding 
us that we also have to behave with higher 
moral standards. Not mixing meat and milk, 
symbolizes the pain of a mother witnessing 
her children’s suffering, and can develop and 
encourage a more ethical and compassionate 
attitude towards our neighbour and the entire 
Creation. Finally, keeping Kosher is about 
identity and expressing our “Jewishness”.  
Kosher is the only pure “Jewish food” (with 
the exception of Matzah), in contrast to all 
other food that we call Jewish but are actu-
ally European, African or Asian. When you 
eat Kosher you are saying “I eat like a Jew 
does”’ In a similar way we identify a Jewish 
home because of its Mezuzah or we have a 
Star of David having from our necks. Whether 
you consider yourself a “religious Jew” or a 
“cultural Jew”, your Judaism is expressed 

through concrete actions and not by a mere 
relationship with your parents (ethnicity) or 
with the moment you went through your con-
version process. If we appreciate Judaism to 
the point where we want to have it present in 
our lives, what better way than to incorporate 
it into our diet which we connect to at least 
3 or 4 times a day? It reminds you that you 
belong to a 3500 years tradition, and that you 
are willing to keep that tradition through you 
and your descendants.

I invite you to open yourself to the possi-
bility of learning more about Kashrut and to 
think about incorporating some of its elements 
in your life. I know it sounds difficult and chal-
lenging, but it’s much simpler than it looks. As 
your Rabbi, I am here to help you learn more 
about it and to guide you slowly through this 
path. You don’t have to suddenly change your 
entire habits; just take a few small steps in 
order to try and test, then evaluate if you will 
continue.  Our tradition enriched the lives of 
hundreds of generations before us, and many 
of our ancestors were willing to give their 
lives for it, so it is worth at least to give it a 
try. Otherwise we would be sending Kashrut 
and other traditions to a “Jewish Museum” 
where dead objects are deposited, with no 
meaning for us, and where we visit once in a 
while to remember what our ancestors used to 
do. We need to rescue our traditions from the 
“Jewish Museum”. Otherwise they will die. 
If we love and enjoy being Jewish our tradi-
tions can enrich our lives and make us better 
human beings. We want Judaism to continue 
to be alive in the future.  Rediscovering the 
value of Kashrut can be the next step. Let us 
think about it.

B’birkat Shalom, with the blessing of peace.
 

Divrei Harav... from page 4

need for a more proportionate evaluation. 
My personal highlight was the address 

from Canadian Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Chrystia Freeland. Minister Freeland in her 
French/ English address spoke to the strong 
relationship between Canada and Israel 
and her government’s commitment to this 
friendship. I was privileged to share a private 
lunch with WJC leadership, the Minister and a 
group of Canadian invitees. I was so proud of 
our government and the tone of the message. 
I found Minister Freeland engaging, genuine 
and intelligent. The lunch was a unique 
opportunity for a substantive discussion about 
Canada in the world both as it relates to the 
Jewish community and beyond.

There were however, a number of aspects 
of the plenary that I found disappointing. US 
President Donald Trump had a video address 
to the group. For me, hearing his message was 
problematic, and his support of the Jewish 
community in general and Israel specifically 
can’t supersede my tremendous concern 

over his fundamental morals and values that 
inherently influence his leadership. While I 
realize the WJC always receives a greeting 
from the American President, and I myself 
advocate unconditionally for a big tent, being 
in a tent with Trump felt over-crowded. 

As any modern Jewish organization, there 
are a plethora of opinions, perspectives and 
politics. The WJC supports a two state solution 
for Israel and the discussion around Israel and 
settlements was robust and challenging. I would 
be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge a reluctance 
on the part of the old guard to open the floor to 
reflect these critical voices. I realize criticism 
of Israel represents a cultural shift within this 
and many traditional Jewish organizations, 
but I believe that the  credibility of  WJC is 
diminished without a safe and valued space for 
all perspectives.  Somehow these diverse views 
need to find their way into more motions and 
policies that truly walk the talk. 

I attended as a member of the Canadian, 
CIJA (Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs)  

delegation. I was one of eighteen delegates, 
sixteen of whom are between the ages of 25-
35, representing all parts of Canada. They 
represent the entire political spectrum and 
are each actively connected to Jewish/Israel 
issues. While the core WJC leadership is not 
young, I am proud and hopeful of CIJA’s 
encouragement of, and investment in this 
young group. I applaud the decision to let  their 
voices make up our collective Canadian WJC 
delegation.  These young voices of the future 
will both support and shake some foundations, 
but ultimately, without them the World Jewish 
Congress will not be a true reflection of the 
diverse, evolving Jewish future of our people. 

My view from the international scene was 
interesting, inspiring and identified room for 
necessary growth.  I am proud and honoured 
to have been one of hundreds of voters who 
weighed in on issues that impact the global 
Jewish community.

World Jewish Congress... from page 5
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The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:

As my father planted 
for me before I was 
born,
So do I plant for 
those who will come 
after me.

from the Talmud

Your contribution, 
sent to: 

Saskatoon Jewish 
Foundation 

Congregation Agudas 
Israel, 

715 McKinnon Avenue, 
Saskatoon S7H 2G2 will 

be gratefully received 
and faithfully applied.

To Greeting From  
SASKATOON JEWISH FOUNDATION

The Katzman Family In memory of Chan Katzman Alan Rosenberg & Lesley-Ann Crone 
Jeff & Jennifer Hesselson In memory of Max Hesselson Alan Rosenberg & Lesley-Ann Crone
Joe Golumbia In honour of your 90th birthday Rhoda & Albert Broudy
Susan & David Katzman In memory of Bill East Alan Rosenberg & Lesley-Ann Crone

GLADYS & GERRY ROSE FUND
Glady Rose  In honour of your 90th birthday Alan Rosenberg & Lesley-Ann Crone
Glady Rose  In memory of Gerry Cooper Alan Rosenberg & Lesley-Ann Crone 
Glady Rose  In memory of Gerry Cooper Steven & Leila Goluboff
Glady Rose  Thank you for your kindness Matthew, Mara & Sari Teitelbaum
Katzman Family In memory of Chan Katzman Glady Rose & Family
Glady Rose  In honour of you and your entire family Mickey & Lucille Narun & Family

ELAINE & SHERWOOD SHARFE CANTORIAL FUND
Katzman Family In memory of Chan Katzman Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Jeff & Jennifer Hesselson In memory of Max Hesselson Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Dianne Greenblat In memory of Gerry Greenblat Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Glady Rose In memory of Gerry Cooper Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Susan Katzman In memory of William East Elaine & Sherry Sharfe

MARSHA & GRANT SCHARFSTEIN CHILDREN’S SCHOLARSHIP FUND
  Karen Crellin

SID & CLARICE BUCKWOLD FUND
Dianne Greenblat & Family In memory of Gerry Greenblat Robert & Janice Green
Kristi Glover & Family In memory of Doug Krieger Alan Rosenberg & Lesley-Ann Crone 

CLARA GOLUMBIA FUND
Katzman Family In memory of Chan Katzman Colleen & Joe Golumbia
Dianne Greenblat & Family In memory of Gerry Greenblat Colleen & Joe Golumbia
Joe Golumbia In honour of your 90th birthday Tim & Gail Golumbia
Joe Golumbia In honour of your 90th birthday Rochelle Golumbia
Joe Golumbia In honour of your 90th birthday Claire Golumbia
Glady Rose & Family In memory of Gerry Cooper  Claire Golumbia
Matthew Feldman Mazel Tov on your graduation in medicine Claire Golumbia  
     

Please make 
cheques payable 
to Congregation 
Agudas Israel.

Premium kosher table wines 
available at Saskatoon Co-op 
Wines & Spirits, Blairmore Centre. 

Find a wide selection of Galil 
Mountain and Teperberg wines 
from Israel at attractive prices.

Imported by International Cellars Inc.Vancouver, BC

ISRAEL
from

Ad compliments of Norman Gladstone

But it is also potentially that of gemeinschaft, 
“I-Thou”.

The integrity and worth of the individual is 
a given.  It conveys rights that the community 
cannot frustrate.  But no human being can exist 
as an isolate.  “No man is an island, entire of 
itself,” as John Donne reminds us correctly.  
No society can legitimately attempt to make 
windows into human souls and minds.  But no 
human being can avoid the interdependence 
of all human beings.  Basic moral values 

that are spelled out in such documents as the 
Declaration of Human Rights may come from 
a western source, but that does not mean that 
they represent only western values: they have 
a universal resonance.  All human beings are 
human.  We share our needs and our fears, our 
hopes and our dreams.  We need satisfaction 
of our basic physical needs, for food, clothing, 
shelter and medical care.  We need satisfaction 
of our intellectual needs for education, 
literacy and beauty.  We need satisfaction of 

our emotional needs for home, family and a 
sense of belonging to place and community.  
We need satisfaction of our moral needs 
for justice, fairness, and making our own 
contribution to human happiness and well-
being.  We need to know that we have not lived 
in vain, but have been a fulfilling part of the 
web of human connectedness.  We all suffer 
the pain of life, we all rejoice in the beauty and 
joy of life.  To deny the commonality of human 
experience is absurd.  There are values that are 
indeed universal: love, compassion, caring, 
giving, justice, fairness, hope and courage 
are just a few.  And the basic core of these 
values is the ineradicable core of absolute 
worth and dignity that all human beings share 
because they are made in the divine image.  
We live together in community: how could 
it be otherwise, that is what makes us truly 
human!  But it is “we” who live together and 
“we” are unique. 

Rabbi Pavey... from page 8
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Yahrtzeits
May 5/6 Iyar 9/10
Gertrude Cyprus May 5 (9)
Mirla Avol May 5 (10)
Max Sharzer May 6 (10)
Robert Mitchell May 7 (11)
Sam Sternberg May 7 (11)
Tully Conn May 8 (12)
Edith Koffman May 8 (12)
Aharon Mizrahi May 8 (12)
Minnie Rogers May 8 (12)
Maurice Handelman May 9 (13)
Viktor Pollak May 9 (13)
Karen Jane Fogel May 11 (15)
Sam Sadowsky May 11 (15)

May 12/13 Iyar 16/17
Sarah Adelman May 12 (16)
Robert Gitlin May 12 (16)
Anton Kamenicky May 12 (16)
Hyman Segal May 12 (16)
Maya Shnaper May 12 (16)
Percy Stollar May 12 (16)
Helen Singer May 13 (17)
Clara Golumbia May 14 (18)
Lewis Horwitz May 14 (18)
Sidney Panar May 14 (18)
L. Strayer May 14 (18)
Marion Vickar May 14 (18)
Michael Davidner May 15 (19)
Joseph Winestock May 15 (19)
Minnie Katz Schell May 16 (20)
William Laimon May 16 (20)
Anthony Burtnick May 17 (21)
Tillie Scharfstein May 17 (21)
Feiga Shendelzon May 17 (21)
Lena Sugarman May 17 (21)
Sam Davidner May 18 (22)
Benjamin Ollman May 18 (22)
Sadie Smith May 18 (22)

May 10/20 Iyar 23/24
Solomon Dragushan May 19 (23)
Herman Green May 19 (23)

Mildred Berlow May 20 (24)
Cherna Friedman May 20 (24)
Leah Gladstone May 20 (24)
Sam Hock May 20 (24)
David Rabinovitch May 20 (24)
Edith Roth May 20 (24)
Sylvia Sandbrand May 21 (25)
Esther Solsberg May 21 (25)
Fred Mendel May 22 (26)
Rachel Muscovitch May 22 (26)
Ruth Shear May 23 (27)
Eliezer Goodman May 23 (27)
Broche Minovitz May 24 (28)
Fanny Rapaport May 24 (28)
Ethel Spector May 25 (29)
Frank Gertler May 25 (29)
Jack H. Litman May 25 (29)

May 26/27 Sivan 1/2
Jack Kaslow May 26 (1)
William Kutz May 26 (1)
Bernard Sharzer May 26 (1)
Abraham Bruser May 28 (3)
Rita Epstein May 28 (3)
Jacob Mazer May 28 (3)
Arthur Rose May 28 (3)
Abram Hoffer May 29 (4)
Ben Tartar May 29 (4)
Albert Epstein May 30 (5)
Joe Katzman May 30 (5)
Anita Lefebvre May 30 (5)
Bernard Lehrer May 31 (6)
Harry Cohen May 31 (6)
William Grobman May 31 (6)

June 2/3 Sivan 8/9
Ruth Gonor June 2 (8)
Libba Korbin June 2 (8)
Rose Litman June 2 (8)
Rose Manolson June 2 (8)
Paul Swartz June 2 (8)
Goldie Brounstein June 3 (9)
Semyon Furman June 3 (9)
Lloyd Hock June 4 (10)
Ida Domey June 5 (11)
Samuel Golumbia June 6 (12)

Florence Russell June 6 (12)
Sophie Cornfield June 7 (13)
Abraham Prober June 7 (13)
Clare Richman June 7 (13)
Bessie Golumbia June 8 (14)
Rose Levinton June 8 (14)
Nettie Steiger June 8 (14)

June 9/10 Sivan 15/16
Harry Hillman June 9 (15)
Samuel Schacter June 9 (15)
Seda Margolis June 10 (16)
Bathsheba Baron June 11 (17)
Marlene Ditlove June 11 (17)
Jack Mallin June 11 (17)
Amelia Sandbrand June 11 (17)
Selma Green June 12 (18)
David Trachtenberg June 12 (18)
Clarice Buckwold June 13 (19)
Sonia Churchill June 13 (19)
Sam Landa June 13 (19)
Lottie Levitt June 13 (19)
Bertha Adler June 14 (20)
Bessie Gladstone June 14 (20)
Bessie Ames June 15 (21)
Frances Bernbaum June 15 (21)
Anna Lehrer June 15 (21)

June 16/17 Sivan 22/23
Sophie Drabinsky June 16 (22)
Sheila Krolik June 16 (22)
Myron Melamede June 16 (22)
Bert Gladstone June 17 (23)
Clarice Schwartz June 17 (23)
Jacob Claman June 18 (24)
Beryl Flikshteyn Weiver June 18 (24)
Grace Goluboff June 19 (25)
Ruth Bodnar June 19 (25)
Herman Levine June 19 (25)
Sam Zitlen June 19 (25)
Vera Barsky June 20 (26)
Benjamin Rachamim June 20 (26)
Israel Ragoff June 20 (26)
Israel Rodoff June 20 (26)
Kathryn Cooper June 21 (27)
Robert Floom June 21 (27)

June 23/24 Sivan 29/30
Solomon Cramer June 23 (29)
Leo Lipcovic June 23 (29)
Bernie Reznick June 23 (29)
Sara Charach June 24 (30)
Nathan Gropper June 24 (30)
Max Hock June 24 (30)
Rosa Jerman June 24 (30)
Max Gropper June 25 (Tammuz 1)
Bert Schwartz June 25 (1)
Ben Shiffman June 25 (1)
Stella Hearn June 26 (2)
Irma Altschul June 27 (3)
David Baltzan June 27 (3)
Nathan Richman June 27 (3)
Samuel Forgan June 29 (5)
Zakhar Isaakov June 29 (5)
Rabbi Louis Jacobs June 29 (5)
Bessie Switzer June 29 (5)
Chaim Tzalkovich June 29 (5)

June 30/July 1 Tammuz 6/7
Sidney Buckwold June 30 (6)
Patricia Holtslander June 30 (6)
Evelyn Ross June 30 (6)
Pearl Trute June 30 (6)
Beatrice Adilman July 2 (8)
Mary Lifshen July 2 (8)
Etta Tadman July 3 (9)
Toba Waldman July 3 (9)
Anna Dragushan July 4 (10)
Irving Jacobson July 4 (10)
Nathan Adilman July 6 (12)
Sara Furman July 6 (12)

This page is sponsored by Lorna Bernbaum in memory of her parents Dr. Frank and Frances Bernbaum.
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 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

This page is sponsored by B’nai Brith Lodge #739
* Bema Roster 

May 2017 • Iyar / Sivan 5777

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdayJune	2017	•	Sivan	/	Tammuz	5777

    1 Sivan 7 2 Sivan 8 3 Sivan 9 

4 Sivan 10 5 Sivan 11 6 Sivan 12 7 Sivan 13 8 Sivan 14 9 Sivan 15 10 Sivan 16 

11 Sivan 17 12 Sivan 18 13 Sivan 19 14 Sivan 20 15 Sivan 21 16 Sivan 22 17 Sivan 23 

18 Sivan 24 19 Sivan 25 20 Sivan 26 21 Sivan 27 22 Sivan 28 23 Sivan 29 24 Sivan 30 

25 Tammuz 1 26 Tammuz 2 27 Tammuz 3 28 Tammuz 4 29 Tammuz 5 30 Tammuz 6

 1 Iyar 5 2 Iyar 6 3 Iyar 7 4 Iyar 8 5 Iyar 9 6 Iyar 10 

7 Iyar 11 8 Iyar 12 9 Iyar 13 10 Iyar 14 11 Iyar 15 12 Iyar 16 13 Iyar 17

14 Iyar 18 15 Iyar 19 16 Iyar 20 17 Iyar 21 18 Iyar 22 19 Iyar 23 20 Iyar 24 

21 Iyar 25 22 Iyar 26 23 Iyar 27 24 Iyar 28 25 Iyar 29 26 Sivan 1 27 Sivan 2 

28 Sivan 3  29 Sivan 4 30 Sivan 5 31 Sivan 6

ACHAREI MOT-KEDASHIM

* Harold Shiffman

EMOR

* Zoe Litman

BEHAR BECHUKOTAI
Bat Mitzvah

Ryan Jacobson

* Steven Simpson

NASO

* Grant Scharfstein

BEHA’ALOTECHA

* Matt Ditlove

SHELACH
Bar Mitzvah

Joseph Cooper

* Mike Scharfstein

KORACH
Rosh Chodesh

* Steven Simpson

*

BEMIDBAR

* Kevin Sharfe

*

Lunch & Learn 
12:00 pm

Talmud Study 101
7:00 pm

Board Meeting
7:00 pm

OFFICE CLOSED

Shabbat at Home
7:00 pm

Rosh Chodesh

Shabbat at Home
7:00 pm

Community Barbeque & Hebrew 
School Graduation

6:00 pm
7:00 pm Service

Lunch & Learn 
12:00 pm

Lunch & Learn 
12:00 pm

Talmud Study 101
7:00 pm

Lunch & Learn 
12:00 pm

OFFICE CLOSED

10:00 am Service
with Yizkor

OFFICE CLOSED

Lunch & Learn 
12:00 pm

Lunch & Learn 
12:00 pm

Lunch & Learn 
12:00 pm

B’nai Brith
Gerry Rose Dinner

6:30 pm

Board Meeting
7:00 pm


