
HOW YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE

Every contribution to the CAI Legacy Project – Capital Fund Raising Campaign will be eligible for a charitable donation receipt from Congregation Agudas 
Israel.  Congregation Agudas Israel is registered as a charity with the Canada Revenue Agency.  Our registration number is 106967169 RR0001    
                     .  
Here’s an example of how a contribution of $10,000 from a Saskatchewan resident will be treated for tax purposes:

You make a donation of $10,000 in 2017 and you are a Saskatchewan resident;
 1.The Federal charitable tax credit rate is 15% on the first $200 and 29% on the balance of the donation.  
    Your Federal tax credit is therefore $2,872;
 2. The Saskatchewan charitable tax credit rate is 11% on the first $200 and 15% on the balance of the 
    donation. Your provincial charitable tax credit is therefore $1,492.

Your net cost, after the tax saving, is actually only $5,636.  This benefit is available for each and every year you make the donation in the event your donation is 
spread over a number of years.

There are also significant tax benefits for gifts of publicly listed securities. We would be pleased to discuss this option with you at any time.

To get involved in the CAI Legacy Project Capital Fund Raising Campaign please call,  send a cheque or fill out the ‘Pledge Form’ insert included in this 
brochure and send it to:

Grant Scharfstein
200 – 123 2nd Ave. S.
Saskatoon Saskatchewan, S7K 7E6
Or email it to: gscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com

Cheques are to be made out to CAI Legacy Project

You can also contribute online by Debit or Visa by going to the Congregation Agudas Israel Website at www.agudasisrael.org  and clicking on ‘Legacy Project’ 

We need you to participate in this life changing Legacy Project - if you have any 
questions or comments please contact Grant Scharfstein at 

gscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com or by calling 306-653-2838. 
Thank you for your consideration.
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MAKING A DONATION OR PLEDGE

The time is now, the 
need is great.  As our 

grandparents and   
parents did for us, so 
too shall we do for 

the next generations 

L’dor V’dor



GIFT RANGE CHART 

MESSAGE FROM HAROLD SHIFFMAN
PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD
Agudas Israel synagogue, and as an extension the Jewish Community Centre building in Saskatoon, are a bastion of Judaism in a region of Canada 
that is otherwise devoid of Jewish tradition. Where other Jews in larger regions may have simpler everyday means to express their Jewish way of 
life, members in Saskatoon and surrounding area, attend Shabbat services, festivals, and activities at our synagogue to maintain their heritage. 
Members come to our events en masse, and our community sees attendance levels that are unattainable at similar facilities across the country. 
Although our membership numbers are dwarfed by cities like Toronto and Montreal, we have maintained a strong profile within Saskatoon that 
is second to none. The Jewish Pavilion at Saskatoon’s Folkfest has helped bring Jewish heritage to the forefront of multiculturalism in this city, 
and our Holocaust Memorial service is renowned as one of, if not the best, memorial service in the country: Tens of thousands of school children 
and adults have filled our building to listen to firsthand accounts of Holocaust survivors, and their messages toward the elimination of hatred and 
racism

Unfortunately, our ability to sustain our activities and maintain a strong Jewish presence within the larger Saskatoon community, has become 
hindered by the current state of our half-century old building. Significant renovations are required to allow us to keep the status quo, and a 
nominal expansion is needed to allow easier access to the disabled, to increase security and make better space available for hosting activities and 
intercultural events. 

Whether you are a current member of Congregation Agudas Israel, or a former member who has moved on, we ask that you consider helping us to 
ensure a continued Jewish influence within Saskatoon. An influence that will help us continue to play an important role in nourishing and expand-
ing Jewish values, spirituality and community throughout the prairies. 

MESSAGE FROM RABBI CLAUDIO JODORKOVSKY
RABBI, CONGREGATION AGUDAS ISRAEL

MESSAGE FROM GRANT SCHARFSTEIN
CHAIR OF THE FUTURE PLANNING TASK FORCE
The Board of Trustees of Congregation Agudas Israel established the Future Planning Task Force to address the issue of our aging Jewish Com-
munity Centre and infrastructure.  As a result of this mandate the Task Force investigated several options, including selling our current property and 
building a new facility elsewhere, renovating and/or expanding our current facility.  The decision was made to remain where we are and undertake 
a renovation and expansion of our Jewish Community Centre.

Working with aodbt architect and interior design, and after consulting with all interested stakeholders and holding two community open house 
information sessions, the Task Force and the Board of Trustees has approved the expansion and renovation plan as set out in this brochure.
Going forward the timeline for completion of the CAI Legacy Project is as follows:

May – July 2017                    Fund Raising Campaign
July – November 2017  Finalize construction plans and drawings
November – December 2017 Tender and award project
January 2018 – June 2019 Commence and complete construction

However, none of this exciting project occurs unless and until the necessary fund raising for the CAI Legacy Project occurs.  We are calling on each 
and every one of you to participate and contribute to this legacy now, and for future generations.  The need is great.  The time is now.  Take your 
place among the visionaries to insure the future of our Jewish Community in Saskatoon.  Do it not for yourself, but for your children, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren.  Be a part of the Legacy.  L’dor V’dor. 

DONOR RECOGNITION

In addition to the categories of giving set out above the following Major Naming Recognition Opportunities are available:

FACILITY NAMING OPPORTUNITIES

Every contribution to the CAI Legacy Project Capital Campaign will be recognized by the display of the donors name on a “Donor’s Board” that will be perma-
nently displayed in the building.  Donations are encouraged to be a one time donation at this time, but donations can be spread out with annual payments over a 
period of 5 to 10 years.  The following levels of donations will be recognized:

The Talmud tells the story of an old man who was planting a carob tree although he knew he would not live enough to see its fruits. When 
someone laughed at him for what seemed to be a worthless effort, he replied:  As my ancestors planted for me before I was born, so do I plant for 
those who will come after me. Gratitude is in the core of the definition of what a Jew is. We contribute to our congregations, not just to cover the 
costs of the Jewish “services” we receive, but as a retribution for all the good we had in the past for which others generously contributed. That’s 
the meaning of L’Dor Vador – From Generation to Generation. We ask you to join us in becoming that link that will ensure a Jewish future for 
Saskatoon.

Congregation Agudas Israel is a vibrant Jewish community with the most promising future. Our Hebrew School has grown exponentially in the last 
years and so our young membership. We have a committed and strong leadership comprised of experienced volunteers and young leaders. Our 
religious services have been modernized combining tradition and innovation which has allowed our Minyan to grow considerably, both in numbers 
and spirituality. We are recognized in the general community for our active involvement in interfaith activities, Holocaust education and Human 
Rights. We have local chapters of Haddashah/Wizo and B’nai Brith and we are strong supporters of Israel, both through UIA and working for Israel 
advocacy. We also offer Jewish educational opportunities for adults, programming for all Jewish holidays, activities for teenagers, a high-quality bi-
monthly bulletin and we support our local Hillel. Our volunteer Chevrah Kadisha work with professionalism and compassion helping those in need. 
We keep a beautiful and perfectly maintained Jewish cemetery as well as a Kosher Mikvah. Our leadership works hard to make sure we offer the 
Saskatoon Jewish community all what they need to keep their Jewish identity strong.  

Our Jewish Community is alive and thriving. We need your support for our Legacy Project so we can accomplish our mission to ensure Jewish conti-
nuity in Saskatoon. I want to invite you to join us in planting new trees for the future generations, as our parents and grandparents generously did 
for us. 

B’birkat Shalom, with the blessing of peace.

VISIONARY
$500,000 +

DREAM BUILDER
$100,000 - $499,999

CHAMPION
$50,000 - $99,999

PACESETTER
$25,000 - $49,999

SUPPORTER
$1,000 - $24,999

FRIEND
$180 - $999

Building Naming Opportunity Donation Amount

Jewish Community Centre Naming Rights $500,000

Saskatchewan Jewish Cultural Museum $250,000

Community Hall $250,000

Front Lobby Entrance $200,000

Kitchen $100,000

Main Foyer Lounge $75,000

Library $50,000

Gift Shop $50,000

Boardroom & Meeting Room $36,000 

Mikveh $36,000 

Hebrew School Classrooms (6) $36,000 each

Administration & Rabbi’s Office (6) $25,000 each

Hebrew School Kitchen $25,000



OUR HISTORY
The first Jews to settle in Saskatoon were William and Fanny Landa in 1907.  The first minyan was purportedly held in 1908 in a rented house.  In 1910 the com-
munity hired the first Shochet, as well as the first Hebrew teacher.  Classes were held in the Cahill block until the purchase of a former church in 1911, which was 
converted in to the Talmud Torah.  Mr. O. Koukoy obtained land for a Jewish Cemetery, and also established the first synagogue.  By 1914 the Talmud Torah had 
50 students.  In 1918 a Hebrew High School was established.

Between 1918 and the 1950’s Saskatoon’s Jewish Community was a vibrant, active community that flourished and thrived.  Many Jewish organizations devel-
oped in the 1910’s, including the Chevra Kadisha, the YMHA, the Hebrew Ladies Aid, the Herzl Zion Club, the Talmud Torah, the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society, 
the B’nai Brith Lodge #739 and the first Young Judea Club.  There were travelling Yiddish theatre productions and, in 1921, Moe Ames started the Saskatoon 
Yiddish Players. Saskatoon Hadassah was started in 1923.  The University of Saskatchewan Hillel was organized in 1948. The official population statistics shows 
that in 1911 there were 77 Jews in Saskatoon.  By 1951 that had grown to 687.

Early in the 1950’s the concept of a Jewish Community Centre took hold in Saskatoon.  Many factors promoted the idea; the rapid increase in size of the Jewish 
community after the war; the increasing dilapitation of the Avenue F synagogue and Talmud Torah; the shifting of the majority of the Jewish population to the 
east side of the City; and the desire for a more ‘modern’ facility.  On July 7, 1954 the local Saskatoon paper wrote:  “A recommendation of the council’s real 
estate committee that 150 of the 500 foot frontage be sold to the Agudas Israel Synagogue for $8,235 as a site for a synagogue and related function was ap-
proved”.

An oldtimer remembered that “the building was a big undertaking.  We had so much cold water thrown on it. When we went to people for donations, they 
just laughed at us. We kept at them so often that we finally broke this ice and they donated a couple of hundred dollars… from a group of Jews … you know, 
$1,500 here, $2,000 there, $500 here … about two hundred families, I guess … bigger than it is now.”

It was the local B’nai Brith lodge that undertook to raise the funds to pay the outstanding debt on the Centre’s lots.  To raise the necessary funds, the B’nai Brith 
began the Silver Plate Dinner which continues to this day.

Tenders for the construction of the new Jewish Community Centre on McKinnon Avenue were opened in July of 1957 and awarded to Tubby and Sons.  After 
securing a bank loan of $80,000 the building committee was ready to tell the contractors to proceed with construction at the estimated cost of $280,000.  The 
doors opened in 1958

It is this legacy of the Jewish Community Centre left to us by our parents and grandparents that we must now continue.  Our Jewish Community Centre is, and 
must continue to be, the lifeblood of our Jewish Community in Saskatoon. We must insure its success and growth in the decades to come.

The time is now, the need is great.  As our grandparents and   
parents did for us, so too shall we do for the next generations 

L’dor V’dor

CONCEPTUAL INTERIOR RENDERING OF SECOND FLOOR LOBBY SPACE

CONCEPTUAL EXTERIOR RENDERING

Special thanks to aodbt architecture and interior design for the artists renderings in this brochure.  Please 
note that all images are representations only and may be subject to change.

Photo Credit - Saskatoon Public Library - Local History



MAIN FLOOR PLAN

SECOND FLOOR PLAN

The folliowng plans and renderings show the current expected floor plan for the expanded/renovated building.  These plans are subject 
to change as may be necessary going forward. 

THE CAI LEGACY PROJECT CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

PURPOSE:  

To revitalize, enhance, modernize and expand the Jewish Community Centre so Congregation Agudas Israel will continue to flourish and serve the needs of the 
Saskatoon Jewish Community as a house of worship, house of study, house of assembly, Hebrew school and community centre.

THE NEED: 

Our Jewish Community Centre was built in 1958 through the wisdom and vision of the leaders of the Saskatoon Jewish Community at that time.  It has served us 
well.  But, like everything, time has taken its toll.  Our HVAC system is inefficient and subject to failure.  The electrical system is in need of upgrading.  The bathroom 
facilities are failing, and the entire building is in need of a new life, a new look.  Annual upkeep costs and capital costs are ever increasing.  Stopgap measures and 
band aid solutions are no longer viable or acceptable.  This is putting an increasingly large burden on our annual operating budget.  The time is now to take the next 
step in insuring the continued viability and future growth of our community for the generations to come.  

Finally, as Saskatoon grows we need a Jewish Community Centre and Synagogue that we can be proud of, that will attract existing and new members and will 
provide facilities for the 21st century. The CAI Legacy Project is our way of providing this.

TARGET:  $3,000,000

THE CAI LEGACY PROJECT GOALS
The proposed renovation plan includes a 2,000 sq. ft. addition which allows for expanded ground floor office space directly adjacent to the main entrance.  This two 
story addition will create a light filled second floor which includes a lobby space adjacent to the hall and sanctuary, a Saskatchewan Jewish Cultural Museum, and 
support spaces for members to gather for numerous Congregation programs and events.  

In addition, renovations to the existing facility are proposed which include the hall, kitchen, and lower level washrooms.  The design intent is to maintain the historic 
detailing of the synagogue while making modifications to create a more intimate and accessible worship space. The possibility of a child daycare centre is being 
incorporated into the plans.

PROPOSED FEATURES OF THE NEW DESIGN INCLUDE:

•	 New administration space located adjacent to the main entrance
•	 Enhanced security and accessibility
•	 Saskatchewan Jewish Cultural Museum
•	 New gift shop
•	 Modifications to the sanctuary to lower and bring the bemah 

forward for a more intimate space, while still maintaining the 
spiritual and historical significance of the original design.

•	 A proposed Child Daycare Centre
•	 Renovated washrooms upgraded to meet accessibility standards
•	 Renovated Hebrew School classrooms
•	 New Mikvah

•	 Increased small meeting and gathering spaces
•	 Second floor gathering lounge space
•	 Reception gathering lobby space adjacent to the hall for events
•	 Renovated hall space for increased usage for events
•	 Removal of existing stage area to increase useable floor space
•	 Acquisition of temporary staging for events
•	 Addition of large west facing glazing in Hall to bring in natural 

daylight
•	 Renovated kitchen
•	 Upgrade the HVAC system and electrical system to maximize           

efficiency and meet code

OUR FUTURE


