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Bill Glied was born in Subotica, Yugoslavia where his family lived for over 200 years.  
His was from a well-educated, middle-class Jewish family. Bill was a happy boy who 
enjoyed soccer and chess. All this ended in 1941 when the German’s 
occupied Yugoslavia and subsequently ceded where they lived to the 
Hungarians. Bill, forced to wear a yellow star on his clothing, was 
taunted and ridiculed by people who were once friends and neighbours. 
From there, living conditions rapidly worsened.  

On the second day of Shavuot, 1944 Bill was blinded by the bright 
June sunlight. When the boxcar he had been packed in for days opened, 
he found himself in Auchwitz-Burkenau.

Bill’s poignant story of tragedy and survival is engaging and inspiring. 
Please join us on Sunday, March 19 to meet Bill in person at our 

annual Holocaust Memorial Service. The doors open at noon, and the 
program will begin at 1:30 pm.

Holocaust	Memorial	Service	
Sunday,	March	19	-	1:30	pm

Congregation Agudas Israel

Guest Speaker Bill Glied

Please join us for 
Shabbat	at	Home
Friday, March 10th

6:00	pm
Shlichim	Apartment

Lodking forward to see you all!
Please	RSVP.	Limited	Space
Yaniv & Sapir Atiya, Rabbi 

Claudio Jodorkovsky

Sunday, March 12, 2017
4	-	6pm

Come	for	the	Megillah	Reading,	
Costume	Parade,	Fun	+	Games	

and	Yummy	Snacks!

Chag	Purim	Sameach
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Ray Hnatyshyn

EXPAND YOUR HORIZONS AT 
THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM

SCHOLARSHIP

Must be a resident of Saskatchewan or Alberta | Maximum $8,000 CDN
All programs offered in English and courses are fully transferable back to all Canadian institutions

For more information please contact: admissions@cfhu.org or 416.485.8000

Since its inaugu-
ration in 1925, the 
Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem has been 
Israel’s most prestig-
ious university and 

today it is ranked as one of the top academic 
institutions worldwide. Albert Einstein, Sig-
mund Freud and Martin Buber served on its 
first Board of Directors. The university has 
a respectable list of Novel laureates, and its 
alumni are among the most influential intel-
lectual, scientific, legal and political leaders 
of Israeli society. The Hebrew University 
also hosts the largest number of international 
students at any university in Israel through its 
research programs, Graduate degree programs 
and the Rothberg International School.

Jerusalem is the most exciting place that one 
could chose for a study abroad experience. 
In addition to its incomparable historical and 
religious significance, the city is home to many 
different religious, ethnic and national groups, 
which give it a unique character and make it 
a living laboratory for the study of multi-cul-
turalism, coexistence and social entrepreneur-
ship. As the Israel’s capital, Jerusalem is the 
center of government and national institutions, 

including the Knesset (Israel’s parliament), the 
Supreme Court, the Yad VaShem Holocaust 
Museum, the Mount Herzl national cemetery, 
the Israel Museum, the National Library and 
the Jerusalem Theater. It also has a vibrant 
student community that patronizes local clubs, 
bars and restaurants as well as the various 
annual fairs and festivals: Wine, Jazz, Film, 
Puppet Theater, Beer, Food, Winter Lights, 
Crafts and more. Jewish, Christian and Muslim 
holidays add to the city’s regular festivities. 
There is really never a dull moment in this 
marvelous and special city.

The Rothberg International School is home 
for all international students at the Hebrew 
University. It offers semester and year op-
tions for students working toward a BA at 
their home university, summer courses, and 
language study in Arabic and Hebrew. Many 
universities offer faculty-led courses that 
incorporate the faculty and infrastructure 
available at the Rothberg International School. 
The school also arranges housing, health in-
surance, extra-curricular activities and special 
attention for international students. Its Student 
Life counselors ensure that no matter what 
the issue, students receive the support and as-
sistance that they need. Students come to RIS 
from over 50 countries, including Israel and 
students develop deep friendships with peers 
across the world.

Undergraduates generally take 15 credits a 
semester. After a pre-semester language course 
in Arabic or Hebrew, they can continue their 
language study and take accredited courses in a 
variety of areas – Religious, Israel and Middle 
Eastern Studies, Behavioral Sciences, and as 
of 2018 – in many departments of the Hebrew 
University alongside Israeli students. Special 
programs are offered in Modern Dance, Art, 
and Music. New tracks have been opened in 
Security Studies and Neuroscience. Courses 
are also available for Law students and Busi-
ness majors. All courses are offered in English.

The experience of study abroad at the He-
brew University in Jerusalem is unforgettable. 
Many students report that has been the most 
significant time of their life personally and 
academically. For further information, please 
check the Rothberg International School web-
site: http://overseas.huji.ac.il.

The Ray Hnatyshyn Scholarship and the 
Jerold	and	Lorraine	Birstein	Endowment 
are earmarked for applicants from Saskatch-
ewan (http://cc.cfhu.org/docs/scholarships/
Saskatchewan-Scholarships-2016-2017.pdf). 
Additional assistance is available through the 
Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University: 
http://www.cfhu.org/students.

Note: The writer of these lines is a proud 
former Saskatonian and the son of David and 
Harriet Kaplan.
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Editorial 
by Steven Goluboff The	Mission	Statement	of	Congregation	Agudas	Israel

Congregation	Agudas	Israel	is	a	spiritual,	religious,	educational	and	social	home	committed	to	deepening	
the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in the historical traditions of 
the	Jewish	people.	We	are	a	progressive,	democratic	and	sensitive	congregation	responding	to	the	widest	
spectrum	of	Jewish	thought	and	practice.

Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY

MAZEL TOV AND CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Jordana Jacobson, whose business Cravings – Maternity-Baby-Kids won the Sabex 

awards for Customer Service and the Small Business of the Year Award.
Jim	and	Jan	Scharfstein on the birth of a grandson, Harrison James, son of Stephanie and 

Shawn Hitchock, January 7th, 2017.
Judge David Arnot, a friend of our Jewish community, upon being recognized as 

Saskatoon’s Citizen of the Year. 
Seth and Susan Shecter, whose daughter Sidney was awarded The President’s First and 
Best Scholarship at the U. of S. which subsidizes her education in the amount of $10,000 

yearly for four years. A student must have a 95% average in high school, have made 
significant contributions to their community, and demonstrated leadership within and 

without their schools. Sidney was also invited to join the Greystone Scholars Society, a 
campus mentorship program for those students maintaining academic averages above 95%.

David	Katzman on his 60th birthday.
Jan Gitlin who has been appointed for another five years as a Commissioner for the 

Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission.

CONDOLENCES TO:
The	family	of	Chan	Katzman who passed away on February 17th, 2017.

Dianne	Greenblatt	and	family on the passing of Dr. Gerry Greenblatt on January 26th, 
2017.

Lenny and Briane Scharfstein on the recent death of Lenny’s mother, Alma Klein. 
Jeff	and	Jennifer	Hesselson on the recent death of their son Max, in Toronto.

Gladys Rose on the death of her son-in-law Gerry Cooper on February 27th, 2017 in 
Toronto 

SHALOM AND YASHER KOACH TO:
Susanne Kaplan, who has moved to Surrey, British Columbia. Susanne was a devoted 

member of CAI for many years and served as President for four years. 
David	and	Susan	Katzman who are leaving in early March on a Jewish National Fund 

tour of Israel

TODAH RABAH AND THANK YOU TO:
Rebecca	Simpson who has prepared wonderful Shabbat morning lunches following 

services in preparation for a more permanent arrangement. 

Premium kosher table wines 
available at Saskatoon Co-op 
Wines & Spirits, Blairmore Centre. 

Find a wide selection of Galil 
Mountain and Teperberg wines 
from Israel at attractive prices.

Imported by International Cellars Inc.Vancouver, BC

ISRAEL
from

Ad compliments of Norman Gladstone

One of The Bulletin’s 
most reliable columnists 
is Steve McDonald, the 
Deputy Director of Com-
munications and Public 
Affairs for CIJA. His 
column this month dis-

cusses the consultations CIJA had across the 
country regarding the identification of priorities 
for the Jewish community of Canada. I am not 
sure if of the nine cities visited, any represented 
small and more isolated communities like ours. 
Our needs and challenges certainly would be 
different than larger cities with several thousand 
Jews. However, he ends by stating that: “May 
we always be a people of multiple opinions, 
so long as we never stop channeling our ener-
gies toward the common good.”  Our Jewish 
scenery has changed over the past 15 years with 
more than one synagogue and with an orthodox 
presence with the arrival of Chabad. All of our 
resources are finite with limited and committed 
volunteers, financial restrictions and overlap 
of programming.   It may be time for all of us 
to step outside of the box and think critically 
and creatively how we can forge a new path of 
cooperation and reconciliation without compro-
mising our beliefs and ideals. Agudas Israel has 
a young Board, a Rabbi who is skilled in a broad 
range of areas, a flourishing Hebrew school and 
a presence in the general Saskatoon community 
far more prominent than our numbers would 
imagine. A recent example was the extraordinary 
program led by Rabbi Claudio and Archbishop 
Don Bolin of Regina discussing the words and 
songs of the late Leonard Cohen. Both clergymen 
are committed to interfaith dialogue and again 
the Catholic Diocese has offered their beautiful 
new Cathedral to our Holocaust Program where 
our guest speaker, Bill Glead will address over 
2000 Saskatoon students.  As I write this edito-
rial, Rabbi Claudio will be dropping the puck at 
the Saskatoon Blades’ game acknowledging the 
importance of interfaith dialogue. 

After a fair bit of research and inquiry we 
are pleased to advertise The Ray Hnatyshyn 
Scholarship for study at the Hebrew Univer-
sity of Jerusalem. Twenty years ago or so our 
community raised $150,000 to honour Ray 
Hnatyshyn, a former Saskatoon lawyer, politi-
cian and Governor General of Canada, creating 
a scholarship fund that would allow Saskatch-
ewan students to study at this world renowned 
university. Our very own Dr. Jonathon Kaplan, 
the Vice President of the Rothberg International 
School of the HU shares with us the wonderful 
opportunities at the HU. Hopefully some of our 
students will apply for this scholarship as we will 
continue to market its presence. 

One of the most important reasons to have a 
synagogue is the obvious opportunities to partici-
pate in our Shabbat and other services. We have 
been fortunate to consistently enjoy a minyan 

every Shabbat morning, pray together and be the 
beneficiaries of erudite, educational and inspiring 
sermons by Rabbi Claudio. The services have 
been refined, are somewhat shorter and followed 
by social fellowship and discussion over lunch, 
most recently being prepared with the magical 
culinary talents of Rebecca Simpson. Some of 
our new attendees have been pleasantly surprised 
by the positive nature of the experience. As Rabbi 
Claudio said at our most recent service, for those 

who believe you have to be religious to attend 
services while at the same time living a life of 
good deeds, are in fact being religious and fol-
lowing many of the most important 613 mitzvot . 
I would encourage anyone who has not attended 
a Shabbat morning service or a Friday evening 
family, musical or Shabbat at home service to 
give these experiences an opportunity. I doubt 
you will be disappointed. 
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Divrei Harav – Rabbi Claudio’s Message
Our	Recent	Trip	To	Israel	–	An	Experience	Of	A	Lifetime

by Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky

continued on page 13

From	the	President
by Harold Shiffman, President, CAI

Those of you that 
know me likely know 
that I enjoy cycling; 
particularly off-road 
cycling (also known 
as Mountain Bik-
ing). Exerting high 

amounts of energy in our natural surround-
ings, winter or summer, has given me an 
appreciation for our environment and for 
physical activity. While the concept of Tikkun 
Olam addresses repairing the world (which I 
believe using a bicycle as my primary mode of 
travel is promoting), are there any equivalent 
messages for Jews to exercise and in essence 
repair (or at least rejuvenate) ourselves? 
In doing research, I found several indicators 
that physical activity and Judaism do not mix. 
seekingsimcha.com provides “5 Reasons Jews 
Don’t Exercise”:
1. Exercise is a waste of time: When your 

day is full of Torah study, good deeds 
and prayer, when will you find time to 
exercise?

2. This is the way we’ve always done it: 
Jewish holidays (or any synagogue event) 
is enough reason to eat (and eat and eat). 
Our eating traditions were established 
before the modern concepts of nutrition 
were understood – case and point: Latkes, 
sufganiyot, kugel, etc. 

3. Being in shape is a sign of vanity: It’s 
stated that this belief likely stemmed from 
a time before our Hanukkah story and was 
counter to the Greek’s idealization of the 
human body at the time, and Judaism still 
frowns upon vanity. 

4. Physical fitness is frivolous: In addition 
to it being a waste of time, even if you 
did have that time, exercise isn’t the best 
choice. “It’s bad enough you aren’t study-
ing Torah or doing good deeds, but you 
are avoiding those crucial endeavors to 
ride a bicycle?”. 

5. Exercising is immodest: Judaism values 
modesty and emphasizes inner beauty as 

opposed to outer beauty. Working out may 
involve tight clothing or seeing scantily 
clad members of the opposite sex. Rather 
than trying to find a way to remain modest 
and stay in shape, some solve the problem 
by simply avoiding exercise all together. 

So is that it? Are we Jews relegated to 
high cholesterol and above average sized 
waistbands? 

Although exercise is not mentioned in the 
Torah (building treasure-cities for Pharaoh 
was likely exercise enough), being physi-
cally active is something that our own Rabbi 
Claudio says is important for living a balanced 
life. “The views of ultra-orthodox Judaism … 
rejects physical activity and encourages peo-
ple only to study Torah, [that] doesn’t speak 
for the 75% of the Jewish people who are not 
ultra-orthodox.” 

In fact, myjewishlearning.com says that 
Maimonides believed people “should engage 
one’s body and exert oneself in a sweat-

continued on page 11

I have had the privi-
lege of travelling to 
Israel many times since 
I was 16. When I fin-
ished my rabbinical 

studies in Argentina and after getting married, 
Rosy and I moved to Israel for two years where 
I studied at the Schechter Institute and received 
my Smicha (Rabbinical Ordination) and also 
studied at the Hebrew University. Later in 2007 
we lived there for another six months and went 
again for short trips a few more times. During 
all those opportunities we had the chance to 
travel through many cities, meet different peo-
ple and have meaningful experiences that gave 
us powerful lessons for our lives. Unlike other 
trips, when you go to Israel the question is not 
so much “how much Israel have changed” or 
“what’s new to see”, but “how much I have 
changed since the last time I was there” and 
“how Israel speaks to me as the person I am 
now”. We don’t judge the place; it’s the place 
that judges us. In that sense our experience in 
Israel last December, now as parents of two 
kids, one of them recently becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah, was a totally different one. Although 
we walked through the same streets and visited 
sites where we have been before several times, 
we were the ones who changed, and that made 

our trip incredibly meaningful. 
I want to share with you two of the most 

significant highlights of our trip: The first 
one is our visit to Yad Vashem in Jerusalem, 
the World Holocaust Remembrance Center.  
As many of you, I have visited the Museum 
several times before, both on my own and also 
as part of a delegation. This time, because we 
travelled with all my family from Chile (we 
were a group of 14) who joined us for our 
daughter’s Bat Mitzvah, we hired a family tour 
organized by Yad Vashem that was centered 
on the Bat Mitzvah celebration. In contrast 
to all my previous experiences, where the 
visits were focused on the persecution and 
extermination of Jews, this time the tour was 
dedicated to Ami and her two cousins – also in 
Bat Mitzvah age, in a way that they were able 
to connect to the complexities of the Holocaust 
from their own perspective. After spending 
some time doing an historical introduction, 
the guide spent most of the time sharing with 
the girls stories about kids of their same age, 
explaining how the Shoah changed their lives, 
affected their relationships and truncated their 
dreams. The guide worked before the trip 
collecting information from our family so he 
could use stories of kids who were born in 
Czernowitz and Vatra Dorna, the cities where 

my grandparents were born. At the end of the 
tour we were taken to the Hall of Names and 
in a meaningful ceremony Ami and her cousins 
were invited to adopt the memory of a girl 
from Czernowitz who was killed at the age of 
twelve, and never became a Jewish woman. 
My mother then spoke to her granddaughters 
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O u r  f a m -
ily would like to 
recognize Rabbi 
Claudio for his 
help and direc-
tion. We would 

also like to thank members of Royal Canadian 
Legion branch number 362 and the attending 
members of Saskatchewan First Nations Veterans’ 
Association.

My sister, Faye, and brothers Randy, David 
and Sheldon a.k.a. Jerry or SJ and I want to thank 
each of you for coming here today to honour our 
father, Chan Katzman.

I am going to try to give you a brief overview 
of the story of Chan Katzman. I will no doubt 
get some details wrong, but it will be as good a 
representation as I can make.

Our father, Chan Katzman, was born in 
Belintiz, the USSR, shortly after the end of the 
Russian revolution. He was subsequently given a 
birthdate of February 22, 1922, so he could easily 
remember the birthdate that was on his passport. 
These were troubled times and one of Chan’s 

Eulogies
Chan	Katzman

February 22, 1922 – February 10, 2017
by Sid Katzman

early memories was being put in a line with a 
hard bagel on a string wrapped around his neck 
so he would have something to eat as he waited 
in line to buy whatever was left to buy when he 
eventually got to the front of the line. If it was 
something his mother could use; great. If not, at 
least they would have something they could trade 
to get something they did need.

Food was scarce in most if not all of the USSR. 
As Chan got a little older he became part of a 
gang of street urchins who would make a com-
motion at one end of an orchard while dad would 
scramble over a wall and steal apples to help feed 
the families of the gang members. His gang also 
helped Ivans who had had their wallets and papers 
stolen from them by working women they had 
met at the market. If the unfortunate men could 
find someone to lend them money, they could 
pay Chan and his gang members to go into the 
sewers to retrieve their discarded empty wallets 
and important papers.

Chan was raised almost entirely by his mother 
and other family members in Mogilev because 
his father, Labe, and his uncles, Eiser and Avrom 

Isaac, had escaped to Canada where they were 
working feverishly to make enough money to 
BUY their relatives from the Soviet government.

When it was my father and grandmother’s turn 
to come to Canada, Chan passed the medical but 
my grandmother did not. My grandmother had 
tuberculosis and was doomed to die in the USSR. 

My grandfather hired John Diefenbaker to buy 
my father from the soviet government and to help 
set up the complex route for Chan to come to 
Canada. Chan would make his way, sometimes 
with the help of relatives, sometimes with the 
help of agents paid to help him but most often 
by himself. Dad was 10 or 11 when he started 
his solo journey.

Chan made it to the seaport, got through cus-
toms, got onto a ship and after a few stops along 
the way, ended up in Montreal where although he 
could not speak English he was able to figure out 
that he could buy more than one loaf of bread from 
the bakery kiosk at the train station. He bought 
two loaves of bread while the buying was good. 
He gave out some of the extra bread to people 
on the train. I can only imagine what the people 

Gerry passed  
a w a y 
peacefully on 
J a n u a r y  2 5 , 
2017  a t  t he 
age of 85. He 

is survived by his loving wife Dianne, 
daughters Sandra (Mike) Harasymuk and 
Laura Bergstrom, and granddaughters Janelle 
Harasymuk and Rebecca Bergstrom as well 
as many cousins. Gerry was born in Swift 
Current, studied optometry at the Optometric 
College in Toronto, and proudly served in teh 
North Saskatchewan Regiment, retiring as 
Lt. Col. and Commanding Officer in 1979. 
He retired after practicing for 52 years as an 
Optometrist in Saskatoon, Maple Creek and 
Kerrobert. He was an active member of the 
Rotary Club for many years. Gerry enjoyed 
military history, sailing and camping and 
always had a great story to tell.

In the theatre of life one has many roles. I 
have been asked to talk about Gerry’s roles 
in Rotary and the army. Rotary as a Club is 
more than a knife and fork meeting. It carries 

Gerry Greenblat
January 27, 1931 - January 25, 2017

by Marcel de la Gorgendiere

out a number of useful tasks in the local 
community, nationally and internationally. 
The major one in Gerry’s time was Polio 
Plus, an effort that kick-started the fight to 
eradicate polio around the world and which 
has now succeeded except in two countries. 
I mention this only to show that Gerry had 
wide interests in the community and that 
interest was not only the local part of which 
he could see the benefits. He carried out a 
number of roles within the Riverside Club 
and was its President for a time. As a member 
of the same club I know that the fund raising 
efforts required hard work such as standing 
in tents at the taste of Saskatchewan handing 
out beverages in the summer’s heat. It was 
an expenditure of time and effort that one 
could only justify by thinking of the good 
that could be accomplished when the Club 
received its pay. Gerry played his part in these 
events until he was forced to recognize that 
his loss of hearing rendered his participation 
in meetings ineffective. 

A broad interest in the well- being of the 
community in another role, that of service in 

the army may seem a bit of a stretch but isn’t 
that the purpose of defense? Those of us in 
the reserves may have expressed it in different 
ways but Gerry and I were conditioned by 
family who served in two wars. Gerry heard 
from his father of his terrible difficult service 
in WWl. We heard directly from others 
involved in WW2. Most expected that we 
would prepare ourselves for the next. That it 
never came was one thing but who knew at 
that time. There was an obligation to prepare 
one’s self as they did. The reserves were an 
answer for Gerry to fit into the military in a 
life as an independent professional and there 
was a realization that whatever the difficulties 
and risks of military training were they were 
worth the effort and on many occasions that 
effort was not insignificant. 

Gerry joined the reserves in Maple Creek 
where he started his practice with the 
14th Hussars, an armoured unit. When he 
moved his practice to Saskatoon he joined 
the North Saskatchewan Regiment, an 
infantry unit. I met him when I transferred 

continued on page 12

continued on page 10
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Message	From	Our	Shlichim
Who Runs the World? Girls! 

by Yaniv and Sapir Atiya
Ahead of us are 

s t i l l  a  few cold 
months  but  one 
thing is for sure – 
they will be full of 

Jewish events. We’re just past celebrating 
Tu Beshvat (the birthday of the trees), re-
membering that we shouldn’t take things for 
granted, and yes – work hard to make this 
world a better place. Which bring us to the 
next holiday- Purim. 

Purim is not just a fun holiday in which 
we celebrate the fact that the Jewish people 
have survived once again and are still here, 
by covering ourselves with costumes. Purim 
is the story of two amazing women- Esther 
and Vashti. Who? I’m glad you asked. 

Queen Vashti was king Achashverosh’s 
wife. One night, after drinking too much wine, 
King Achashverosh asked for the Queen, so 
that he could show off her beauty. Vashti 
declined the king’s order, which resulted in 
her banishment from the kingdom by the 
inebriated king. After a good night’s sleep, 
King Achashverosh realized he made a huge 
mistake, and called for Vashti to return the 
palace. But it was too late, she wouldn’t agree 
to come back. There’s no doubt that the story 
of Vashti is exceptional. In this story, we see 
that Vashti, although being a queen in a time 
where women were not asked for their opin-
ions, and in most cases, were the property of 
their husband or father, said NO to the mighty 
king Achashverosh. 

And then there is Queen Esther. If you’d 
ever walk into a kindergarten in Israel, on 
Purim, you are guaranteed to find at least 
five girls dressed up as Queen Esther. She 
was the first female character to be presented 
positively, and getting to be the ‘star’ of her 
own story. Esther saved the Jewish people 
from extermination. When we take a closer 
look, we see an anonymous girl from the small 
city of Shushan who found her way into the 
King’s exclusive circle, impressed those who 
were around her, chosen to be the queen and 
exerted great influence on the king. Esther 
may not have initiated her rise to power, but 
once there, she fully exploited it.

This year, the world will mark International 
Women’s Day on March 8th. We will cel-
ebrate love and respect for women and their 
political, economic and social achievements. 
When you’ll be celebrating Purim (at the 
most awesome community party on March 
4th), remember that you are also celebrating 
the power of women. Both Vashti and Esther 
might be considered to be ahead of their time, 
but in 2017 they are definitely considered to 

be bold and independent activists.
The days when women are expected to sit 

silently through exploitation and degradation 
are gone. This year, women are represented 
in record numbers in the Israeli Knesset – 33 
to be exact, which makes 27.5% out of all 
120 Knesset members. The 
rise in the women num-
bers in the Knesset is part 
of a world-wide political 
phenomenon. the propor-
tion of women in various 
parliaments has steadily 
risen since the mid-90’s. 
Here in Saskatoon we have 
6 women city councillors 
this year! We still have a 
long way ahead of us, but 
for now we think our two 
Queens would have been 
proud. 

We can also learn about 
the power of women in Is-
rael through the IDF. In Israel, military service 
is mandatory for men and women (Israel is 
one of only two countries in the world which 
introduced conscription for women, the other 
country is North Korea). The status of women 
in the army, the roles available to them and 
their opportunities for advancement, have 
changed over the course of the past years. 
Women make up 33% of all soldiers and 51% 
of all officers. Approximately 90% of the 
possible IDF positions are open to females. 
Women can serve in combat roles, including 
infantry units and armored divisions. In 2001 
the chief of staff of Women’s Affairs’ Advisor, 
implemented the army’s policy to promote 

equal opportunities for women and men, and 
to provide a safe work environment, free from 
discrimination. The army combined the train-
ing of women and men for the same positions 
instead of separating it by gender.

Even before the IDF was founded, women 
have joined the Jewish 
defense forces. first in 
supporting positions, and 
later on in combat posi-
tions. During World War 
II, 4,000 Jewish women 
from what use to be called 
– the “British mandate”, 
were drafted into combat 
support roles in the British 
army. In the early stages 
of the War of Indepen-
dence, women participat-
ed in most roles, including 
combat roles in the front 
lines, and as fighter pilots.

The world is moving to-
wards complete equality of men and women. 
We can see it over the past seventy years in 
Israel, and we can certainly learn about it from 
our ancestors and the history of our people. 
Women, please remember the power you 
have in this world. Remember that you can 
do anything you want, and achieve anything 
you want. Men, please keep in mind that the 
woman next to you is equal to you in power 
and abilities. With the Holocaust Memorial 
Day in mind – may we all learn to respect 
each other, regardless of ethnicity, race, re-
ligion and sex.

 We can do it! Happy Woman’s month! And 
happy Purim!

We would love to see you all!
Yaniv and Sapir Atiya



7

#35 22nd Street E.  Saskatoon, SK

Tickets: www.tcutickets.ca
Website:	www.tcuplace.com

(306) 975-7777

SASKATOON'S 
ARTS & CONVENTION 

CENTRE

SHERWOOD

CHEVROLET

GMC
Heavy
Duty

Trucks

RV
Sales
and

Service

GMC
Medium

Duty
Trucks

Free Shuttle Service 
Pick-up and Delivery 
7:30 a.m. - 5:15 p.m.

Body Shop 
The Body Shop provides

Free Loaners on all SGI or 
Retail Collision Claims

550 Brand Road • Saskatoon
374-6330 • Toll Free 1-877-374-6330

GMC

1-800-667-5353
Bucket Service Available

New & Used Steel and Pipe
President: Mark Ditlove

Saskatoon

This Page is Sponsored by the United Israel Appeal of Canada

B’nai Brith Report
by David Katzman, President of B’nai Brith Lodge 739 and Chairman of Silver Plate Dinner

Camp	B’nai	Brith	Support
The Lodge has chosen to provide assistance 

of up to 50% of the registration fee of any 
number of years to any camper. Process:  Pay 
the first half of your registration fee and ask 
the Camp to bill Saskatoon B’nai Brith for 
the other half.

B’nai Mitzvah Rings $250 each. Approxi-
mately six months before the Bar or Bat Mitz-
vah, make a sizing appointment with Winston 
Quan at Handmade House,  710 Broadway 
Ave,  (306) 665-5542

B’nai Brith recently decided to provide 
significant support to the Persephone Thea-

tre Youth program so that financial barriers 
would be removed for many students.  We also 
provided funds for an Indigenous Summer 
Cultural Camp and for a First Nations Dance 
Program in schools.  We also increased our 
support for Multifaith Saskatchewan, which 
seeks to promote greater respect and under-
standing throughout our province.  Of course, 
we continue to support our own programs 
for those of university age (thank you, Yaniv 
and Sapir) and the emerging Jewish Leader-
ship Development program for the pre-high 
school group.

Camp B’nai Brith has been, and continues 

to be, a hugely 
influential part 
of the lives of 
many of us in 
Saskatoon.  It is 
a priority for our Lodge to encourage and 
support attendance at Summer Camp.  This 
is where friendships, Jewish knowledge and 
affiliation and memories are made.

Our next meeting is Sunday, March 26, 11 
a.m. at CAI (nothing fancy; bagels, cream 
cheese, maybe some herring).  Please contact 
me (dl.katzman@sasktel.net) if you have any 
questions about joining our Lodge.  

June Avivi
Jay and Nadine Avivi
Mel Bernbaum
Eli Bornstein
B’nai Brith Saskatoon Lodge
Bruce and Tamara Buckwold
Bruce Cameron
Cindi Cohen
Mark and Wendy Ditlove
Heather and Les Fenyes
Paul Finkelman
David and Anna Gersher
Dianne Gilbert
Jost and Nicky Gitlin
Ron and Jan Gitlin
Sarah Goluboff
Shaina Goluboff and Adam Hnatyshyn
Steven and Lella Goluboff
Saul Gonor
Gerald and Diane Greeblat

Zara Gurstein
Kayla Hock
Simonne Horwitz
Perry and Jordana Jacobson
Claudio and Rosy Jordorkovsky
Hanna Jodrey and Matthew Cooper
Susanne Kaplan
David and Susan Katzman
Ralph Katzman
Randy and Shirley Katzman
David Kohll
Ron Lazeski
Zoe Litman
Michael Levine
Malvina and Kelly Rapko
Gladys Rose
Alan and Lesley-Ann Rosenberg
Jack Sandbrand
Robin and Bryce Sasko
Grant and Marsha Scharfstein

Jim and Jan Scharfstein
Michael Scharfstein
Briane and Lenny Scharfstein
Seth and Susan Shacter
Elaine and Sherwood Sharfe
Kevin Sharfe
Arnie and Linda Shaw
Marc and Catherine Sheckter
Harold and Lisa Shiffman
Rebecca and Steven Simpson
Barry Singer
Barry and Christine Slawsky
David Stromberg
Robert and Sandra Stromberg
Jeffrey Stromberg
Veronica Valenzuela
Leona Wasserman

Thank you to all those who donated generously to 
our 2016 United Israel Appeal for a total of about 

$112,000. 
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Leonard Cohen – “I’m Ready My Lord”
by Bruce Cameron

LEONARD (Leo) COHEN, born September 
24, 1934, died November 7, 2016. Singer, 
Songwriter, Poet, Musician, Novelist, Painter.

Leonard Cohen was born into a prosperous 
and observant family in Westmount, Montreal. 
between the Great Depression and World War 
II. His father was  prosperous and well known 
in the Montreal Jewish Community, and owned  
a high-end clothing business, The  Free d man 
Company.  His mother emigrated to Canada 
from Russia in 1927 and two years later 
married Leonard’s father, who was 16 years 
older than she. He was the Grandson of two 
Rabbi’s, one of whom founded many Montreal 
Jewish and Zionist organizations, and the other 
who wrote a thesaurus to The Talmud.

His Father died when he was nine years 
old.  He described his death years later as “an 
impossible event”, one which of course would 
be with him the rest of his life.  As homage to 
his parents he always dressed in a degree of 
sartorial. Leonard described himself  as “a lazy 
bastard in a suit”. His various works primarily 
explored religion, politics, isolation, sexuality 
and personal relationships, all of which were a 
part of the Bohemian 1960’s in North America.  

Cohen did not like being identified with 
Jewish thought, and took what he described 
as the Kabbalistic position that “Creation  is 
a  catastrophe and the task of the Jews is to 
repair ‘the face of God’, which was once a 
harmonious unit.” He stood with scientologists, 
danced with Hari Krishna and studied with a 
Buddhist Master in the mountains outside Los 
Angeles, under the tutelage of his Gurus for 
almost five years. In later years he confessed 
to still thinking like a Jew; many of his songs 
were based on Jewish prayer and Jewish 
stories. He claimed to never think of himself as 
a religious person with a spiritual strategy - “I 
kind of limp along” - yet said he occasionally 
felt  “the grace of another presence” in his life 
but could never put a spiritual identification or 
a structure on it.  He spoke of the vocabulary 
he grew up with - “this biblical landscape is 
familiar to me and it is natural that I use these 

landmarks as references. I try to make those 
references not too obscure.  I dare not claim 
anything in the spiritual realm for myself”.

In 196 6 , having  realized that he was unable 
to make a living as a writer - Beautiful Losers, 
which is now considered “the most revolting 
book ever published in Canada”  by  critic 
Robert Fulford, while W. H. Smith’s and 
Simpsons refused to carry the book and it 
sold less than sufficient numbers to cover the 
advance he received from Jack McLelland, 
he began writing songs for his first album and 
named the album after the  girl friend  of his best 
friend, Suzanne Veldar. into musical writing 
and performance.

 It is ironic that Beautiful Losers has now 
been published and sold in the millions and 
is considered the introduction of post-modern 
literature in Canada.

Unbeknownst to his millions of fans, he 
suffered from great stage freight, combined 
with a sense of invalidation and authentication, 
hidden in his self-mockery and in his earlier 
years as a singer/performer admitted to often 
drinking 3 bottles of wine in order to get himself 
on the stage. During a 1972 Israeli concert he 
left the stage half way through his performance, 
went to his dressing room and dropped some 
acid.  He heard the audience singing to him, 
so back on stage he went. “As the acid kicked 
in the entire audience turned into one Jew”. 
In spite of his personal misgivings he was a 
great showman, always concerned about his 
audience.  He once said that after his monastic 
era, he felt more comfortable on stage.

He was described by Author Silvie Simmons 
in 2013 as “one of the most important and 
influential musical artists of the past 50 years.”

  Like his fellow Jew - Bob Dylan - he became 
a cult figure. 

 He was a slow writer: “I had to finish a verse 
before I could discard it. I’ve had to sweat over 
every word”.

It took over a  year, for example,  to finish  
Hallelujah.  He retained a consistence of 
quality in his works.  “One is driven to self-

dramatization from time-to-time”. He believed 
in “keeping the body well oiled and as receptive 
as possible, though he knew that actually 
whether you are going to go for the long haul 
is really not your own choice.

With the help of his son  an accomplished 
performer in his own right - Cohen brought 
the last album to completion with great skill.  
He worked to the very last: “I like to tie up the 
strings, put my house in order as a comforting 
activity with incalculable benefits”. He dealt 
with  unpublished  poems, unfinished songs, 
and organized his works. Cohen was ebullient, 
and knew where he was heading.  Although 
wracked with the pain of cancer and serious 
back problems, he also became more familiar 
with his spirituality.  He spoke to an interviewer 
in his last year of hearing the voice of God:  “it 
sounded different; not the voice of judgement 
heard as a youngster in an Orthodox home. A 
compassionate voice of God for which Baruch 
Ha Shem.  I am deeply grateful”.

He had deep family connections all his life,  
and in his last 10 years of work on the road, 
used to light candles every Shabbat. He chose 
a Rabbi in Los Angeles with whom to relate for 
those years.  In his song on the last album “So 
you want it darker” he takes a section from our 
Mourner’s Kaddish - “Magnified, sanctified, 
be thy holy name”  And he  incorporates the 
words of the Cantor on Erev Yom Kippur,   
Hineni hineni Hineni - I’m ready, my Lord - as 
a declaration of his readiness to meet death.

He is grieved by his long time partner and 
mother of his children, Suzanne Elrod (not the 
Suzanne made famous in his song) and  his 
children - daughter Lorca and son Adam.

Barristers, Solicitors and Mediators
RANDY KATZMAN

B.Comm., LL.B.

(306) 653-5000
Fax: (306) 652-4171

5th Floor, Atrium Place, #510, 128 - 4th Avenue S., 
Saskatoon, S7K 1M8

CUELENAERE, KENDALL
KATZMAN

         RICHARDS&
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Leonard Cohen was born on September 
21, 1934 in Westmount, Quebec, an English- 
speaking area of Montreal, into a middle-class 
Canadian Jewish family. His mother, Marsha 
Klonitsky, was the daughter of a Talmudic 
writer, Rabbi	 Solomon	Klonitsky-Kline, 
of Lithuanian Jewish ancestry. His paternal 
grandfather, whose family had moved from 
Poland to Canada, was Lyon Cohen, the 
founding president of the Canadian Jewish 
Congress. His father, Nathan Cohen, owned 
a clothing store and died when Cohen was 
nine years old. The family observed Orthodox 
Judaism, and belonged 
to Congregation Shaar 
H a s h o m a y i m ,  t o 
which Cohen retained 
connections all his life. 
On the topic of being a 
Kohen, Cohen related 
in 1967, “I had a very 
Messianic childhood. 
I was told I was a 
descendant of Aaron, 
the high priest.” 

C o h e n  a t t e n d e d 
Roslyn Elementary 
School, completed grades seven through nine 
at Herzliah High School, where his literary 
mentor Irving Layton taught, then transferred 
in 1948 to Westmount High School, where 
he studied music and poetry. He became 
especially interested in the poetry of Federico 
García Lorca. 

Cohen involved himself actively beyond 
Westmount’s curriculum, in photography, 
on the yearbook staff, as a cheerleader, in 
campus clubs (Art, Current Events), and 
even when “heavily involved in the school’s 
theater program”, he served in the position of 
President of the Students’ Council. During all 
of that period, he taught himself to play the 
acoustic guitar, and formed a country–folk 
group that he called the Buckskin Boys. After 
a young Spanish guitar player taught him 
“a few chords and some flamenco”, Cohen 
switched to a classical guitar. He has attributed 
his love of music to his mother, who, he said, 
had such a lovely voice:

Cohen was a spiritual seeker, and his life’s 
journey brought him into a deep exploration 
of other faiths – not unlike the personal 
odyssey of the other truly great contemporary 
Jewish singer-songwriter with whom he was 
frequently compared, Bob Dylan.

His extensive study of Zen Buddhism, 
including the five years spent in ascetic 
contemplation at a Mt. Baldy, California 
Buddhist monastery, are all part of the Cohen 
lore. But he insisted that even during this 
period he remained true to his Jewish roots.

“In the tradition of Zen that I’ve practiced, 
there is no prayerful worship and there is no 

Biography of the Month: Leonard Cohen
by Stan Schroeder

Editor’s Note: Stan Schroeder is the Editor of  
Congregation Shir Ami’s “Shir Notes” in Los 
Angeles which also won a Gold Medal for “Bul-
letins.” He writes biographies of famous Jews 
and has offered to share them with us. This arti-
cle was first published in the Shir Notes. Steven 
Goluboff and Stan met each other in Jerusalem 
to discuss their community Bulletins.

affirmation of a deity,” he said in 2009, “so 
theologically, there is no challenge to any 
Jewish belief.”

Many of his beautifully-crafted songs recall 
his Jewish heritage. His 1974 “Who by Fire” 
was inspired by the Jewish holiday of Yom 
Kippur, he explained, and echoes the powerful 
U’Netaneh Tokef prayer of Yom Kippur. 
“Hallelujah”, one of Cohen’s most famous 
songs, spoke about King David, author of 
the Book of Psalms: “Now I’ve heard there 
was a secret chord / That David played, and 
it pleased the Lord.”

Other songs commented 
on Jewish experiences. 
When Cohen was living 
in Europe in the 1980s, 
he wrote “First We Take 
Manhattan”,  depicting 
the way he felt as a Jew, 
appreciating European life 
but keenly aware that Jews 
had been murdered in those 
very places.

Cohen was living in 
Greece In 1973, when the 
Yom Kippur War broke 

out in Israel and he immediately felt that he 
wanted to do whatever he could to help the 
Jewish state. While many people might have 
watched the war unfold from afar, Cohen 
booked a flight to Tel Aviv. His 
plans were vague; he thought 
he might volunteer on a kibbutz 
to help fill the labor shortage as 
young men were called up to 
fight.

Instead, he was spotted in a Tel 
Aviv cafe by Israeli singer Oshik 
Levi, who explained to Cohen 
that he was about to go to the 
Sinai Peninsula to entertain the 
troops and suggested that Cohen 
join him. Cohen did and spent 
several months travelling around 
Israel entertaining troops.

On his first day singing for the troops, 
Cohen found a quiet spot between concerts 
and wrote the words to one of his most moving 
songs, “Lover Come Back to Me”, a wish that 
Israel’s troops be protected: “And may the 
spirit of this song, / may it rise up pure and 
free. / May it be a shield for you, / a shield 
against the enemy.” In a concert in Tel Aviv 
in 1980, Cohen explained that the song was 
inspired “by the grace and the bravery of many 
Israeli soldiers at the front”.

Cohen was an ardent peace activist. He 
announced a concert in Tel Aviv in 2009. 
He also wanted to perform in Ramallah and 
donate all the proceeds from the concerts to  
peace organizations. But he was targeted by 

anti-Zionists, 
A m n e s t y 
International 
refused to work 
with him, and 
the Palestinian 
p r o m o t e r 
backed  ou t . 
U n d a u n t e d , 
Cohen refused 
to give up. His 
September 24, 
2009 concert 
near Tel Aviv sold out within hours and he 
played to a packed audience of about 55,000 
Israelis. “May your life be as sweet as apples 
dipped in honey,” Cohen told his fans, and 
recited blessings over the crowd.

For his 82nd birthday on September 21, 
2016, Leonard Cohen gave the world a gift: 
a sneak preview of his upcoming album, the 
title track of “You Want It Darker,” released 
October 21.

In a body of work chock-full of midrash-
in-song, including numbers such as “The 
Story of Isaac,” “Who By Fire?” – his 
poetic rendering of the Yom Kippur prayer 
Unetanah Tokef – and his most famous song, 
“Hallelujah,” which begins, “I’ve heard there 
was a secret chord / That David played, and it 
pleased the Lord…,” his latest song is perhaps 

his most Jewish yet, 
another plaint of a 
narrator addressed to 
God, asking why bad 
things happen to good 
people, why mankind 
suffers, and why God 
seemingly wants us 
to descend to the 
darkest depths before 
offering redemption.
Most obviously, there 
is the chorus sung 
in Hebrew: “Hineni, 

hineni, I’m ready my Lord,” the Hebrew 
words spoken by Abraham to God in Vayera, 
the Bible portion that includes that touch-
stone for Cohen – the Akeidah, or the binding 
of Isaac. The song’s narrator addresses God 
from a position of humility and readiness to 
serve.

continued on page 12
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Thank you so very much for creating a won-
derfully thoughtful and sacred evening which 
felt somehow insulated from the outside 
world and altogether too brief.  Though we 
numbered in the hundreds, a shared intimacy 
and fellowship was palpable, the type which 
cannot be found in any other gathering regard-
less of size or intent.  Be it a concert, sporting 
event or even a political rally where shared 
perspectives are spelled out on placards and 
loudly chanted by all, the quiet connection felt 
throughout the cathedral affected one more 
deeply than the loudest cheers, celebrations, 
or protest songs.  Add to this the fact that this 
was a multi-faith event where religious views 
were compared and contrasted for hours on 
end, and it becomes clear (sadly) that an even-
ing like the one we shared simply would not 
have been possible in much of the rest of the 
world in this time of fear, violence, separa-
tion, and willful inequality regardless of the 
abundance our world offers.
     Not only were you generous in spirit but 
in charity as well.  In 2012, The Glenn Gould 
Foundation awarded the prestigious Glenn 
Gould Prize to Leonard Cohen who then made 

thought when a 10 or 11 year old boy, wearing a 
big Russian fur hat, who could not speak English 
or French ripped off a chunk of bread and gave 
it to them.

The train eventually stopped in Watrous and 
Chan was reunited with his father who lived in 
North Battleford at the time. The family soon 
moved to Prince Albert where Chan spent most 
of his teenage years. Chan learned English and did 
okay in school but he exceled in sports, making 
life-long friends and street fighting.

A few years later in September of 1939 the 
Second World War broke out. Chan tried to enlist 
a couple of times and was eventually successful. 
He ended up with the Regina Rifles, trained in 
Canada and England and was among the first as-
sault troops that landed at Normandy on D-Day on 
June 6th, 1944. Nine of 10 of his comrades in his 
assault group were wounded or killed. Chan was 
severely wounded and eventually dragged from 
a pile of bodies when the beach had been secured 
by subsequent waves of soldiers. A captured 
German medic was brought to the place where 
Chan had been resting. He had several wounds, 
the most serious of which was a wound from a 
bullet that had gone right through his leg. Chan 
spoke a Germanic Yiddish dialect that allowed 
him to make himself understood to the German 
medic who did not speak English.  Chan told 
the medic to tend to his leg. The German medic 
said, in German, “nien” and that he would help 
German soldiers first. My dad asked one of his 
aboriginal comrades to set the barrel of his Lee 

Enfield 303 in the German medic’s ear and that 
if he heard the German medic say “nein” again, 
that he should……..and at that point, the German 
medic miraculously learned to speak very good 
English and seemed enthusiastically prepared to 
help Dad. Back in England, doctors commented 
to dad on the superb field dressing job that had 
been performed on his leg. It was touch and go 
if he could keep his leg or not. What the German 
medic did was no doubt the reason dad kept his 
leg. Dad’s future success in sales may have started 
at this point.     

Chan was eventually shipped back home to 
Prince Albert. He rode his bicycle up the big hill 
in Prince Albert over and over again to regain, 
with tears in his eyes, the strength in his leg. When 
he had regained his mobility, he rode the rails to 
Trail BC where he worked in a smelter for a while. 
He eventually moved back to Saskatchewan and 
operated general stores, first in Weirdale and then 
in Wadena.

His teenage years in Prince Albert were an 
island of relative calm in an otherwise tumultuous 
life. But in Wadena he was to find true happiness 
and fulfillment when he met the love of his life, 
our mother, Wilma Irene Matthews or Wizzie as 
all her friends called her. They eventually went to 
Winnipeg where they were married in an orthodox 
synagogue. They came back to Wadena and had 
Faye and me. Our mother, who took the Hebrew 
name Sarah, insisted that we move to Saskatoon 
so Faye and I could attend Hebrew school where 
Faye excelled.  Randy, David and Sheldon fol-

lowed in 1955, 1957 and 1960 respectively. 
Meeting and eventually marrying our mother 

was the best thing that ever happened to Chan. I 
could talk about her for hours, and that would be 
just fine with dad, but today is about Chan. Suf-
fice it to say our mother ran the house and made 
life good for everyone around her. (Only our 
immediate family can understand the preceding 
sentence in its entirety.)

Tragically our mother, of blessed memory, died 
in 2002. We worried that the grief would be too 
much for Chan, but after a period of around five 
years Marguerite Cox came into his life. She too 
had lost a spouse and sought companionship. As 
companions go, neither of them could have done 
better. They had a great relationship that grew 
into a beautiful marriage and they made each 
other happy for years until, tragically, Marguerite 
passed away. I want to thank members of the Cox 
family for being here to honour Chan.

I could tell hundreds of anecdotes about Chan. 
But I won’t. If you want to hear some more Chan 
stories ask Faye about why dad wanted to find out 
a nurse’s name while he was so weak he could 
barely speak after a heart attack, or ask Randy 
about how dad settled customer complaints at 
Chain Clothers, or ask David about the day dad 
proved that he was the best old racer at a Mason’s 
picnic and how David proved to be a budding 
young housepainter on the same day. Or ask 
Sheldon how Chan taught some of his friends 
about gravity from the front steps of our house. 
Or ask me why I end by saying “Up the Johns”.

Chan	Katzman... from page 5

the decision to change the lives of 45 children 
by giving the City of Toronto Glenn Gould 
Protégé Prize (and its accompanying award 
of $15,000) to Sistema Toronto.  Here, too, 
we are fortunate enough to have a Sistema 
chapter (http://www.sistemasaskatoon.ca) 
which is a non-profit charitable organiza-
tion voluntarily staffed by members of the 
Saskatoon Symphony Orchestra who provide 
music, instruments, and twice-weekly lessons 
to the students of Vincent Massey Community 
School.  Since its founding in 2012, Sistema 
Saskatoon has grown to include the students 
of the neighbouring Bishop Klein Community 
School providing elementary students with a 
musical education otherwise unavailable to 
them and opportunities to perform in public 
venues for both their families and the people 
of Saskatoon.  Thanks to your donations to 
the evening’s silver collection, over eleven 
hundred dollars were raised for this worthy 
and very appropriate organization.
The importance of the efforts made by the 
members of the Cathedral of the Holy Family 
to host hundreds of visitors, coordinate very 
customized audio / visual requirements (in-

cluding record-
ing the even-
ing), manage 
donations, pro-
vide a recep-
tion afterwards 
with both food 
and drink, and then put everything back in 
order once the crowds had left, simply cannot 
be understated.  The success of the evening 
thoroughly relied on the folks behind the 
curtains who so expertly transformed plans 
into actions.

With sincerest thanks, Seth Shacter

Editor’s Note: B’nai Brith Saskatoon has pro-
vided a major donation to Sistema Saskatoon.

Dear	Archbishop	Bolen,	Rabbi	Claudio,	Cathedral	of	the	Holy	Family,	and	all	of	the	
wonderful people able to attend Monday night’s panel discussion on the spirituality of 
the	late	Leonard	Cohen’s	music,
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CIJA Conducts Grassroots Consultations across Canada
by Steve McDonald, Deputy Director, Communications and Public Affairs - CIJA

One of the most 
gratifying aspects of 
working in Jewish 
advocacy is that our 
community is, decid-
edly, not monolithic. 
The array of back-

grounds, political views, and Jewish practice 
one finds within Canadian Jewry is remark-
able. The sheer size of our community – third-
largest in the Diaspora, behind only American 
and French Jewry – provides rich diversity. 

This variety inevitably shapes our com-
munal advocacy agenda and our work at the 
Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA). 
On any given day, I may be engaged in issues 
as diverse as antisemitism, Israel, human 
rights legislation, palliative care, affordable 
housing, genetic discrimination, and Holo-
caust remembrance. In a world of limitless 
opportunities (and distractions), it is more 
important than ever to determine priorities 
and establish focused plans to advance them.

This is why, in January, CIJA conducted 
grassroots consultations with Jewish commu-
nities in nine cities across the country. While 
we were not able to hold in-person consulta-
tions in every city with a Jewish presence, we 
have subsequently launched a national, online 
survey to enable every member of our com-
munity to participate. Please visit www.cija.ca 
for more details and to make your voice heard.

Open to any member of the Jewish com-
munity, the consultations provided a unique 
opportunity for grassroots Jewry to meet in 
person and discuss the issues and concerns 
that should guide us. In a world in which 
people are connected online, but all too of-

ten do not speak or share ideas “beyond the 
screen,” the consultations provided a useful 
platform for meaningful community discus-
sion and debate.

Divided into discussion groups, each con-
sultation session asked participants to list 
what they believed CIJA’s priorities should 
be – and propose a priority issue for the table’s 
consideration. Following a voting process, 
each discussion group submitted to the entire 
room their top issue. 

Among the wide range of issues discussed 
were countering hate crimes, challenging 
anti-Israel bias in the media, ensuring af-
fordable access to Jewish education, build-
ing bridges beyond the Jewish community 
to foster tolerance, improving the security 
of the Jewish community, and alleviating 
poverty by increasing funding for Jewish 
social service agencies. In the end, fighting 
antisemitism, countering boycott-divestment-
sanctions (BDS) against Israel, and building 
the Canada-Israel relationship ranked as the 
top three choices of community members. To 
view the full results, visit www.cija.ca.

As a session co-facilitator, I can attest 
to the remark-
able diversity 
of opinions that 
emerged in this 
process – which 
empowered ev-
ery individual to 
share their views 
with the group. 
At some tables, 
a clear consensus 
emerged; at others, 
participants were 
divided as to where 
CIJA should focus 
its energies.

We like to say that 

we are guided at CIJA by the principle of “uni-
ty not uniformity,” and this certainly emerged 
as apt in these consultations. Our community 
cannot afford to overlook that there is far more 
that unites than divides us. When discussing 
politics and other contentious issues, we must 
allow for respectful disagreement and debate. 
At the same time, we must seek points of con-
sensus that enable us to plan and take timely, 
effective, and unified action.

We’re all familiar with the adage that 
where one finds two Jews there will be three 
opinions. Perhaps how one interprets this 
expression – as a sign of discord or of healthy 
debate – depends on whether one is a pessi-
mist or an optimist. 

For my part, I love that we are a people 
who for millennia have valued ideas, intel-
lectual reflection, reasoned debate, and even 
disagreement. It is a notable testament to our 
commitment to intellectual honesty that, in 
citing decisions, the Talmud records minority 
opinions for the benefit of future generations. 
May we always be a people of multiple opin-
ions, so long as we never stop chan-

neling our energies 
toward the com-
mon good.

Steve McDon-
ald is  Deputy 
Director, Com-
munications and 
Public Affairs, 
at the Centre for 
Israel and Jew-
ish Affairs
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producing task each morning”. As jewishvir-
tuallibrary.org states: “Taking care of one’s 
body is considered a mitzvah, because the 
body is viewed as a channel of one’s soul and 
the means by which individuals pray to God. 
According to the Bible, a body is merely on 
loan by God and therefore must be kept virtu-
ous and healthy”. 

As conservative Jews, we do not strictly 
adhere to the same tenets as someone who 
is ultra-orthodox, however the discussion of 
what Judaism believes about health and physi-
cal fitness is still fascinating. I think even if we 
do not personally believe that studying Torah 
is a reason to stay healthy, we can all think of 
individuals in our lives, who love or depend 
on us, that are reason enough to exercise and 
stay healthy.

From	the	President... from page 4

Escape to Canada.

Nightmares dwindle in this vast expanse,

Muffled by snowdrifts,

Masked by enormous skies,

Europe is far away.

(‘’ ‘Buchenwald’? Would you spell that please?’’)

But what’s that whispering?

Incoherent reminders from the innocent dead?

Or the murderers’ mad persistent mutter

Blaming their victims?

Henry Woolf.
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This page is sponsored by Naomi Rose z’l and Stan Sinai of Toronto.

to that unit. We worked together in various 
capacities in administration and training. 
When I became the Commanding Officer 
I was indebted to Gerry who acted as my 
second in command. Many administrative 
responsibilities were under his control, but 
his attention to detail, experience in judging 
the abilities of those who had to accomplish 
the administration needed and the clarity of 
this written instructions led to good support 
for our training. He was a successor to me as 
the Commanding Officer. His service to the 
country in the time of government neglect 
in which we operated, showed his tenacity 
to the concept of service to the community. 
I’m certain his father’s example was always 
in front of him. I also feel that his extensive 
readings of history were in a way a desire to 
see how his own efforts fit into a much larger 
picture. Gerry was quiet but determined and 
not easily moved from a path he thought 
right. He didn’t brag, he respected opinions 
of others but in the end he was his own 
man, not seeking recognition for himself but 
recognizing the aim of advancing the public 
good. I am thankful for the chance to have 
known him, worked with him, relaxed and 
enjoyed times with him. This included times 
spent at our respective homes together with 
family.

LOUISE MATZNER  
I am Dianne’s sister. I have been given the 

honor of helping celebrate the life of Gerald 
David Wolfe Greenblat, a loving husband, 
father, grandfather, uncle, brother-in-law, 
cousin and friend. He opened his optometric 
practice in Maple Creek in 1956. In 1960 
he bought a practice in Saskatoon where 
he worked until he retired after 52 years. 
While in university in Saskatoon he joined 
the COTC which started his military career 
with the reserves. He retired from the North 
Saskatchewan Regiment as commanding 
officer with the rank of lieutenant colonel. I 
asked the family for some memories of Gerry.

SANDRA
My father was hardworking, strong, loving, 

and gentle. Though dad had a loud strong 
voice he was also a man of few words but we 
always knew where we stood. Both Laura and 
I know that he was truly proud of us and the 
way we have grown up. When we would all 
get together, he would sit in his chair in our 
living room with his chest all puffed out. He 
would entertain us with stories and loved to 
show his granddaughters the photo albums.

Growing up I was dad’s helper. Off we 
would go on a mission whether it was to get 
supplies to fix something around the house, 
to his office or best yet the barber.

It is impossible to speak of my father 
without also speaking of my mother, because 
they were one. Together, they showed me what 
true love was like, taught me what a marriage 
should be.

Gerry Greenblat... from page 5

What’s more, Cohen goes to great lengths 
to set these lyrics to Jewish music. He 
hired the world-renowned, all-male choir 
of Congregation Shaar Hashomayim, the 
Montreal synagogue in which he was raised 
(and was a member of) to provide background 
to the track It Seemed the Better Way,.And the 
temple’s cantor, Gideon	Zelermyer, sings 
the final chorus on a no-holds-barred original 
piece of khazones — cantorial music. 

Leonard Cohen died in his home in Los 
Angeles November 7, 2016 following a fall 
in the middle of the night. He was buried in 
Montreal November 10 in a funeral attended 

LAURA
I have many great memories of my dad, but 

about 7 or 8 years ago, dad and I had to drive 
together from Portland to Saskatoon. We had 
a great time on that road trip. Dad talked the 
whole way telling me stories. He even told 
me a few I had never heard before!

DIANNE
Gerry was my world for 52 years. Although 

we often disagreed in the end we always 
worked out any problems. We had so many 
good times with each other and all our friends 
and family. The last few weeks seemed so long 
but I am calmed by the fact that his illness was 
short and ended peacefully.

Other memories we love were  of a camping 
trip the family took to Jasper, Alberta. They 
hiked to a lake so Gerry could fish. While 
he was standing on the rocky shore, without 
having any fishing luck, he spotted two 
fishermen in a canoe, who called out that they 
had fish to share. They came to shore and as 
Gerry reached out for the fish, he slipped 
on the rocks and fell into the lake and was 
completely dunked. He made it to shore and 
started undressing and opened his wallet to 
dry out his money. As he stood there in his 
underwear, he passed the money to Dianne 
and a couple walked by staring at him in 
astonishment. Not wanting them to get the 
wrong impression, he called out “I fell in 
the lake!”

Other Memories
Gerry and Dianne took my two young boys 

camping, years ago. Gerry, being used to quiet 
well behaved daughters, was given the task of 
taking two very highly energetic boys to the 
men’s shower. Needless to say, he couldn’t 
understand their antics and the trail of clothes 
they left behind after their shower. 

Gerry always enjoyed showing children his 
thumb trick. He had a special way of making 
it look like his thumb was separated from the 
rest of his hand. My grandson was thrilled 
watching this trick and kept asking him to 
repeat it. When he asked how it was done, 
that secret was never revealed. 

We all have precious memories that we have 
been recalling this week with many laughs 
and tears. Memories are what will help heal 
the family through the hard days ahead. Gerry 
was a hard worker, a loving husband and 
father, a good friend,	but	most	of	all	always	
a gentleman. We will miss his wonderful 
stories. A life well lived

Gerry, rest in peace.

Leonard Cohen... from page 9

by only his family and a few lifelong friends. 
According to his son Adam, “he was lowered 
into the ground in an unadorned pine box, 
next to his mother and father, exactly as he’d 
asked”. He had lived in a modest West L.A. 
home for many years on the same street as 
Adam, a record producer who produced 
his latest album. It was mostly recorded in 
Leonard’s living room.

We can remember him by one of his many 
quotes: May you be surrounded by friends 
and family, and if this is not your lot, may the 
blessings find you in solitude.

This Page is sponsored by Toby Rose, Les Klein, Jonathon, Solomon and Benjamin of Toronto

Premium kosher table wines 
available at Saskatoon Co-op 
Wines & Spirits, Blairmore Centre. 

Find a wide selection of Galil 
Mountain and Teperberg wines 
from Israel at attractive prices.

Imported by International Cellars Inc.Vancouver, BC

ISRAEL
from

Ad compliments of Norman Gladstone
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Divrei Harav... from page 4

The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:

As my father planted 
for me before I was 
born,
So do I plant for 
those who will come 
after me.

from the Talmud

Your contribution, 
sent to: 

Saskatoon Jewish 
Foundation 

Congregation Agudas 
Israel, 

715 McKinnon Avenue, 
Saskatoon S7H 2G2 will 

be gratefully received 
and faithfully applied.

To Greeting From  
SASKATOON JEWISH FOUNDATION

The Katzman Family In memory of Chan Katzman Leona Wasserman
Judge David Arnot Congratulations on being awarded  
 Saskatoon Citizen of the Year David & Susan Katzman
Dianne Greenblat In memory of Gerry Greenblat Susan Livergant
Randy & Shirley Katzman  
& Family In memory of Chan Katzman Susan Livergant
Sid & Camie Katzman & Family In memory of Chan Katzman Susan Livergant

GLADYS & GERRY ROSE FUND
The A. Dion Family & Gregory In memory of Hope Glady Rose
Sherry Sharfe Yasher Koach on your second Bar Mitzvah Glady Rose
The Greenblat Family In memory of Gerald Greenblat Glady Rose

NATE & GRACE GOLUBOFF FUND
Judge David Arnot Congratulations on being awarded Citizen of the Year Steven & Leila Goluboff
Randy & Shirley Katzman With sympathy on the loss of your father, Chan Katzman Steven & Leila Goluboff
David & Susan Katzman With sympathy on the loss of your father, Chan Katzman Steven & Leila Goluboff
Dianne Greenblat & Family  With sympathy on the loss of Gerry Greenblat Steven & Leila Goluboff
Jeff & Jennifer Hesselson With sympathy on the loss of your son, Max Steven & Leila Goluboff

AVIVI YOUNG SHLICHIM FUND
Dianne Greenblat In memory of Gerry Greenblat June Avivi
Lenny & Briane Scharfstein In memory of your mother, Alma Klein June Avivi

RABBI ROGER PAVEY TIKKUN OLAM FUND
 In memory of Rabbi Roger Pavey Ned Garstad

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Rosy Kreindel & Family In memory of your father, Mario Kreindel Leona Wasserman

MARSHA & GRANT SCHARFSTEIN CHILDREN’S SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Joe & Katie Dawson In memory of Karen Dawson Leona Wasserman

SID & CLARICE BUCKWOLD FUND
Dianne Greenblat & Family In memory of Gerry Greenblat Leona Wasserman
Dianne Greenblat    In memory of Gerald Greenblat Lesley-Ann Crone  
  & Alan Rosenberg

OTHER DONATIONS  Ben Tadman

Please make 
cheques payable 
to Congregation 
Agudas Israel.

and explained to them that unfortunately her 
parents never talked about the Holocaust, and 
through remembering these girls they would 
be helping to preserve their memory. It is very 
possible, she explained, that one of those girls 
could have been the daughter of one of her 
parent’s friends, neighbors or even distant 
relatives whom she never knew. It was a very 
moving moment for my family, and for me 
both as a son and as a father. 

The second highlight of the trip I want to 
share was Ami’s Bat Mitzvah ceremony at the 
“Masorti Kotel” – the egalitarian section of 
the Western Wall, surrounded by our families, 
extended family in Israel and dear friends. 
Amiel led a beautiful service, read from the 
Torah and shared with us a meaningful Dvar 
Torah. It was a special service because in ad-
dition to being Rosh Chodesh (the beginning 
of the Hebrew month) it was also Hanukkah, 
and Ami beautifully connected in her Dvar 
Torah and her experience of becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah with the fact that she was is the ex-
act same site where Hanukkah happened, the 

Temple that was liberated by the Maccabees 
thousands of years ago.

Among the guests there were several Rabbis, 
some of whom live in Israel and others were 
visiting the country during that time. One of 
them, my friend Rabbi Gustavo Suraszki from 
Kehilat Netzach Israel in Ashkelon, talked to 
Ami during the service and shared with her a 
beautiful message about the meaning of her 
ceremony in Israel. After finishing her Aliya 
and before she received the Misheberach, he 
asked Ami to look carefully to her sides and see 
the piles of bricks that have been there since 
the destruction of the Temple. Rabbi Gustavo 
explained her that they have been in the same 
place for thousands of years, untouched, as a 
reminder that although the Romans tried to 
destroy us, we finally survived. He asked Ami: 
“What do you think the Roman soldier who 
destroyed the walls of the Temple, throwing 
down these stones, would have said if someone 
would have told him that thousands of year 
later, a young woman from Saskatoon would 
be in the exact same place celebrating her Bat 

Mitzvah?”. He finished his words reminding 
Ami that through her Bat Mitzvah she was 
making history. She was helping to rebuild 
our nation and keep our tradition alive. His 
powerful words, the company of family and 
dear friends, and the emotion of being in one 
of the most meaningful places for the Jewish 
people, touched us deeply as a family and left 
a profound mark on Ami’s Jewish identity. 

I would like to end recommending this expe-
rience to anyone who is planning a future Bar 
or Bat Mitzvah for their children and have the 
possibility of affording it. Although it requires 
an investment, the influence that a trip like this 
can have on your children and your family is 
incomparable to any other Jewish experience 
and that is worth the sacrifice. The Masorti 
(Conservative) Movement doesn’t charge for 
the ceremony at the Kotel and I would be very 
happy to connect you to a Rabbi who can assist 
you. A family trip to Israel to celebrate a Bar 
or Bat Mitzvah is one of the most meaningful 
gifts you can give to your children or grand-
children. 
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Yahrtzeits
March 3/4 Adar 5/6
Boy Bressler Mar 4 (6)
Charna Gersher Mar 4 (6)
Wolf Meth Mar 4 (6)
Naomi Rose Mar 4 (6)
Shirley Scitz Mar 4 (6)
Frances Melamede Mar 5 (7)
Raisa Mondrus Mar 5 (7)
Rose Wolfe Mar 5 (7)
Annie Altschul Mar 6 (8)
Albert Krolik Mar 6 (8)
Fira Rotenberg Mar 6 (8)
Dana Unknown Mar 6 (8)
Sadie Chertkow Mar 7 (9)
Itta Golumbia Mar 8 (10)
Motas Kleyman Mar 8 (10)
Fred Shnay Mar 8 (10)
Gussie Sklar Mar 8 (10)
Moses Burt Mar 9 (11)
Maurice Mitchell Mar 9 (11)

March 10/11 Adar 12/13
Sydney Abbey Mar 10 (12)
Ann Raisen Mar 10 (12)
Clara Gertler Mar 12 (14)
Harry Helfgott Mar 12 (14)
Samuel Kaplan Mar 12 (14)
Leah Meth Mar 12 (14)
Harry Sarlin Mar 13 (15)
Jacob Golumbia Mar 13 (15)
Anne Gitlin Mar 14 (16)
Yetty Goodman Mar 14 (16)
A.J. Weiner Mar 16 (18)
Lillian Levitt Mar 16 (18)
Lorraine Sklar Mar 16 (18)
Keren-Or Wilczek Mar 16 (18)

March 17/18 Adar 19/20
John B. Goodman Mar 17 (19)
William Guttmann Mar 17 (19)
Tiby Mathews Mar 17 (19)
Vera Schlucker Mar 17 (19)
Baby Segal Mar 17 (19)

Rosie Sellinger Mar 17 (19)
Ed Vickar Mar 18 (20)
Esther Freeman Mar 18 (20)
Reva Hock Mar 18 (20)
Anni Leffman Mar 18 (20)
Malka Schmuck’vich Mar 18 (20)
Harry Steiger Mar 18 (20)
Gertrude Chertkow Mar 19 (21)
Morris Gurstein Mar 19 (21)
Mendel Pepper Mar 19 (21)
Jacob Rabkin Mar 19 (21)
Anatoly Pekurovski Mar 20 (22)
Reuben Brant Mar 21 (23)
Freda Epstein Mar 21 (23)
Marry M. Bondar Mar 22 (24)
Rebecca Segal Mar 22 (24)
Yenta Shafer Mar 22 (24)
Goldie Wolfe Mar 22 (24)
Fanny Shore Mar 23 (25)
William Sklar Mar 23 (25)

March 24/25 Adar 26/27
Max Taylor Mar 24 (26)
Pearl Goodman Mar 25 (27)
Keile Bodovsky Mar 26 (28)
Richard Buckwold Mar 26 (28)
Rebecca Forgan Mar 26 (28)
Solomon Ginsberg Mar 26 (28)
William Katz Mar 26 (28)
Nathan Gladstone Mar 27 (29)
Eva Kolominsky Mar 27 (29)
Clara Lehrer Mar 28 (Nisan 1)
David Horowitz Mar 28 (2)
Jack Adilman Mar 30 (3)
Jacob M. Goldenberg Mar 30 (3)

March 31/April 1 Nisan 4/5
Jacob Barsky Mar 31 (4)
Dorothy Buckwold Mar 31 (4)
Kariton Kolominsky Mar 31 (4)
Abraham Teitelbaum Apr 1 (5)
Samuel Brown Apr 1 (5)
Marco Levy Apr 1 (5)
David Shafer  Apr 2 (6)
Samuel Caplan Apr 2 (6)
Bert Frank Apr 2 (6)

Joe Goldenberg Apr 2 (6)
Dora Morgan Apr 3 (7)
Lazer Gersher Apr 3 (7)
Judah Jaffe Apr 4 (8)
Gerry Rose Apr 5 (9)
Rachel Horowitz Apr 5 (9)
Miriam Shaket Apr 6 (10)
Max Goldberg Apr 6 (10)
Sarah Melamede Apr 6 (10)

April 7/8 Nisan 11/12
James Greenblat Apr 7 (11)
Jolan Zickerman Apr 7 (11)
Keiva Feldman Apr 8 (12)
Sarah Livergant Apr 8 (12)
Frank Bernbaum Apr 9 (13)
Dorey Heller Apr 9 (13)
Wolfe Korbin Apr 9 (13)
Max Reznick Apr 9 (13)
Edward Baron Apr 10 (14)
Alex Fayerman Apr 10 (14)
Joel Green Apr 10 (14)
Simcha Scharfstein Apr 10 (14)
Maynard Gertler Apr 11 (15)
Leopold Neumann Apr 11 (15)
Solomon Neumann Apr 11 (15)
Heshkel Soffer Apr 11 (15)
Sara Berenbom Apr 12 (16)
Tamara Avivi Apr 13 (17)
Abraham Bobroff Apr 13 (17)
David Kaplan Apr 13 (17)

April 14/15 Nisan 18/19
David Katz Apr 15 (19)
Bud Wasserman Apr 15 (19)
Kasiel Winocour Apr 15 (19)
Allan Barsky Apr 17 (21)
Goldie Eller Apr 19 (23)
Sadie Goldstein Apr 19 (23)
Stuart Goldstein Apr 19 (23)
Liza Portnaya Apr 19 (23)
Enid P. Wine Apr 20 (24)

April 21/22 Nisan 25/26
Tibor Braun Apr 22 (26)
Clara Liler Apr 22 (26)

Molly Grotsky Apr 22 (26)
Judel Teitelbaum Apr 23 (27)
Aaron Volansky Apr 24 (28)
Bertha Roe Baron Apr 24 (28)
Keos Lertzman Apr 24 (28)
Bernice Levitan Apr 24 (28)
Jacob Morgan Apr 24 (28)
Allen Ross Apr 24 (28)
Mordcha J. Bernbaum Apr 25 (29)
Sarah Mazer Apr 25 (29)
Morris Shechtman Apr 25 (29)
Jennie Shore Apr 25 (29)
Isadore Baruch Aarons Apr 26 (30)
William Brant Apr 26 (30)
Herschel Davidner Apr 26 (30)
Leonid Flikshteyn Apr 27 (Iyar 1)
Norbert Meth Apr 27 (1)
Joe Sharfstein Apr 27 (1)
Isadore Sugarman Apr 27 (1)
Max Swartz Apr 27 (1)

April 28/29 Iyar 1/2
Nechamah Kaplan Apr 29 (3)
Jack Bemack May 1 (5)
Joseph Germek May 1 (5)
Orville Katz May 1 (5)
Irwin Ruttle May 2 (6)
Simon Clein May 2 (6)
Samuel Fayerman May 2 (6)
Max Nisenholt May 2 (6) 
Rebecca Friedman May 4 (8)

May 5/6 Iyar 9/10
Gertrude Cyprus May 5 (9)
Mirla Avol May 5 (10)
Max Sharzer May 6 (10)
Robert Mitchell May 7 (11)
Sam Sternberg May 7 (11)
Tully Conn May 8 (12)
Edith Koffman May 8 (12)
Aharon Mizrahi May 8 (12)
Minnie Rogers May 8 (12)
Maurice Handelman May 9 (13)
Viktor Pollak May 9 (13)
Karen Jane Fogel May 11 (15)
Sam Sadowsky May 11 (15)

This page is sponsored by Lorna Bernbaum in memory of her parents Dr. Frank and Frances Bernbaum.
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500, 123 - 2nd Avenue South
Saskatoon Sk  Canada S7K 7E6

Michael R. Scharfstein, B.Comm., J.D.
mscharfstein@SHTB-law.com

Ph: 306.244.0132   Fax: 306.653.1118

www.SHTB-law.com

This page is spsonored by Ann  & Debbie Diament (wife and daughter of former Rabbi Saul Diament), of Toronto
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This page is sponsored by Lois & Walter Gumprich, with Susanne, Daniel, Michelle, Abigail and their families.

This page is sponsored by Mirka Pollak 

Rabbi Claudio dropping the puck at The Blades game 

at Sasktel Centre recognizing multi faith

Rabbi Claudio , 
Rosy, Yoel and Ami 
at the Blades game

27th
Annual

with	Award-Winning	Canadian	Comedians...	
The Debaters with Steve Patterson

Monday, 
May 8th, 2017

Tickets	available	on-line	at	www.Picatic.com

The Jodorkovsky family travelled to Israel with 
their family from Chile (a group of 14) who joined 
them for their daughter Ami’s Bat Mitzvah.
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TERUMAH

Adult’s Purim Party
8:00 pm

* Michael Shaw

TETZAVEH
Shabbat Zachor

* Mike Scharfstein 

KI TISA
Shabbat Parah

* Michael Gertler

VAYIKRA

* Harold Shiffman 

TZEV
Shabbat Hagadol

* Steven Simpson 

CHOL HAMOED

* Grant Scharfstein 

SHEMINI

* Nicky Gitlin

Community Cooking 
Class and Dinner

7:00 pm

 B’nai Brith Meeting 
11:00 am 

Search for Chametz

*

VAYAKHEL-PEKUDE
Shabbat Hachodesh

* Perry Jacobson 

*

Teen Group 
JLD Meeting

6:30 pm

Jewish Prayer 
Musical Workshop

7:00 pm

OFFICE CLOSED

Board Meeting
7:00 pm

Teen Group JLD
6:30 pm

Board Meeting
7:00 pm

Purim Carnival
4:00 - 6:00 pm

Teen Group JLD
6:30 pm

OFFICE CLOSED

B’nai Brith Service 
6:30 pm 

Teen Group 
JLD Meeting

6:30 pm

Jewish Prayer 
Musical Workshop

7:00 pm

Introduction to 
Talmud Study

7:00 pm

Introduction to 
Talmud Study

7:00 pm

Holocaust Memorial
Service
1:30 pm

Shabbat at Home
7:00 pm

Service 6:00 pm

TAZRIA-METZORA

* Heather Fenyes

Introduction to 
Talmud Study

7:00 pm

Introduction to 
Talmud Study

7:00 pm

OFFICE CLOSED OFFICE CLOSED

Service with Yizkor
10:00 Am

OFFICE CLOSED OFFICE CLOSED

OFFICE CLOSED

First Seder Passover Passover Intermediate Day Intermediate Day

Intermediate Day Passover
Passover

Yizkor

Yom Hashoah

Shabbat at Home
7:00 pm


