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Saskatoon Holocaust
Memorial 2016

Sunday, April 17 • 1:30 pm
Sanctuary,
Congregation Agudas Israel Synagogue

Keynote Speaker: Nate Leipciger

Lets Celebrate the Holiday
of Freedom Together!

Nate Leipciger, a thoughtful, shy elevenyear-old boy, born in Chorzow Poland, was
plunged into an incomprehensible web of
ghettos, concentration camps, and death
camps during the German occupation of Poland. As he struggled
to live, he forged an unbreakable bond with his father who
also miraculously defied all odds of survival. This remarkable

Come and share a wonderful evening of Pesach
tradition. Be part of our Seder that will include
music, participatory readings and delicious food.

continued on page 3

1st Passover Night
Friday April 22nd at 7:30 pm
(Shabbat Service begins at 7:00 pm)
Prices pending
(No individual or family will be excluded due to inability to pay)
If you are interested in participating please contact
Rabbi Claudio at rabbiclaudio@gmail.com

15

$

for members
$
for NonMembers

20

This page is sponsored by Gladys Rose of Toronto

Deadline for the next Bulletin is April 15th, 2016

Camp
BB Riback
by Jerrod Henoch, Director, Camp BB Riback

HANG WITH US THIS SUMMER!
Jewish Summer Camp for all children Grades 1-10
Staff Positions available for Grade 11+

Proud to be celebrating 60 summers of fun and lifetimes of Jewish
friendships, memories, traditions and skills! New campers from
across Canada and out of country talk about how easy it was to
make new friends and fit in. Experience our open and welcoming
atmosphere and the broadest array of activities and programs in
Western Canada. We can meet in your home to see if Camp BB
Riback is right for you. Travel Allowances and Financial Assistance
available. www.CampBB.com or 1-800-267-2267.

Camper Registration & Staff Hiring Now Open!

Travel Allowances & Sibling Discounts are available.
Financial Assistance & Support generously provided by:
Saskatoon B’nai Brith Lodge #739

www.campbb.com
1-800-267-CAMP (2267)
info@campbb.com
Facebook.com/CampBB
A summer of fun...a lifetime of friendships, memories, traditions & skills!

• New Boat & Learn to Water-Ski/Wake-Board Program •
• Shabbat & Judaism • Heated Pool • Horseback Riding •
• Ropes Course, Climbing Wall & Zip Line • Camping •
• Canoeing • Sports • Trail Biking • Nature Discovery •
• Crafts & Pottery • Performing Arts & Musicals •

Monday, May 9th, 2016
TCU Place

Tickets Still Available
Purchase your tickets On-Line at www.Picatic.com
Ticket Price $200
with Juno Award-Winning Canadian
Singer / Songwriter

Chantal Kreviazuk.
This page is sponsored by Dr. Syd z'l & Miriam z’l Gelmon of Vancouver
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Editorial
by Steven Goluboff
By the time you receive this issue of The
Bulletin we will be looking at spring, melting
snow, warmer weather,
Purim, Pesach, Yom
Hashoah, and the Silver
Spoon Dinner. A community Pesach Seder
is in the planning stages and is sure to be a
meaningful evening of prayer and celebration.
Much goes into the organization of these events
and assistance is always appreciated. The work
of the CARS (Children of Abraham Refugee
Sponsors) of Saskatoon is continuing in earnest. Mayah Holtslander gives us an update on
their activities in this Bulletin. The arrival of
our Syrian family is imminent. Their new home
is waiting and welcoming on Saskatoon’s east
side. The challenges of providing the materialist elements for their needs were relatively
easy. Thank you to those who helped set up
the home, moved furniture and donated many
different items. Raising the funds required for
the first year is proving somewhat more of a
challenge. Saskatoon B’nai Brith has agreed
to match any donations up to $5000 from our
community. There is still a significant short fall
and I would encourage everyone to consider
making a donation to the Tikkun Olam fund for
this enlightened and worthy project. Donations
can be done online at agudasisrael.org or by
sending a cheque to the Synagogue, directed
to the Tikkun Olam Fund. What is being done
by the Jewish and Islamic communities may
seem insignificant when taken in the context of
the millions of refugees in the Middle East and
around the world. It may be like the proverbial
drop in the ocean. However, we are illustrating
a true Jewish value and teaching it to our children. “Whoever saves a life, it is considered as
if he saved an entire world”. (From the Talmud)
Rabbi Claudio in his Divrei Harav talks
about a new Siddur which has been purchased
through the generosity of Jordana and Perry
Jacobsen, Jack and Bev Shiffman and Matthew
Ditlove. It is a Siddur which we hope many will
feel more relevant to our congregants, a prayer
book which will be easier to follow in Hebrew
and English and will provide a greater engagement in Synagogue services. Please consider
attending even one service a month and provide
feedback to the Rabbi and the Synagogue and
Ritual Committee for this new initiative.
The work of CIJA, (Council for Israel and
Jewish Affairs) as described in the articles by
Shimon Fogel and Jay Solomon reveals the
work this UIA sponsored organization provides
on our behalf on the Canadian political stage
and on our campuses across Canada.
As always, I welcome new ideas and articles
for The Bulletin and of course news of interest
about our congregational family.

FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY
The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel

Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home committed to deepening
the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in the historical traditions of
the Jewish people. We are a progressive, democratic and sensitive congregation responding to the widest
spectrum of Jewish thought and practice.
Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

MAZEL TOV AND CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Vanessa and Allen Morris on the birth of a
daughter, Ava Leah, brother to Jacob.
Zara Gurstein whose nephew has been appointed President of Hamilton National Liberal Arts’ College in upstate New York.
Alan Rosenberg and Lesley Ann Crone, whose daughter Leah, has
been awarded a Kala Art Fellowship for study at Berkeley, California.
Gord and Francie Holtslander whose daughter Abby, has received a University of Saskatchewan scholarship for her academic achievement in the 2014-2015 year.
Heather Fenyes who will be attending The World Jewish Congress in Buenos Aires as a
delegate in March of 2016.
Centennial 360, Arnie Shaw, Michael Shaw, Steven and Rebecca Simpson on receiving
the Saskatoon and Region Home Builders’ Association Bridges Awards in the category of
Best Renovation Any Room and Best Renovation Whole House.
TODAH RABAH AND THANK YOU TO:
Matthew Ditlove for a generous donation to purchase the new Siddurim Lev Shalem.
The Braun family for their generous donation to the Miklos Kanitz Holocaust Education
Fund in memory of Tibor Braun.
SHALOM AND YASHER KOACH TO:
Joe Dawson who has moved to Phoenix to join his wife and daughter, Karen and Katie.
Nate Leipciger... from cover
relationship enabled both men to heal from a
nightmare that was beyond resolution. Today,
Nate inspires thousands with his stories,
experiences and message of hope.
Nate emmigrated to Toronto with his father
in 1948, where he attended high school and
eventually obtained a university degree in
engineering. In 1982, He chaired the Toronto
Holocaust
Remembrance
Committee,
later becoming an executive member of
the Canadian Jewish Congress National
Holocaust Remembrance Committee. Nate
was a member of the International Council

to the Museum of Auschwitz-Birkenau for
fifteen years and has been an educator on
March of the Living trips to Poland and Israel
for fifteen years.
In September of 2015, Nate spoke to 3000
students in Prince Albert Saskatchewan.
He shared his stories and created powerful
connections between his experiences and
those of First Nations residential school
survivors. He inspired, touched and changed
all of his listeners. Nate and his wife Bernice
will once again return as our guest for our
Holocaust program.
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From the President

by Harold Shiffman, President, CAI
The persistence of
Jewish stereotypes in
our modern age is baffling and disappointing. A recent poll by
Ipsos market research
in France showed that
60% of French citizens polled believed that
Jews should bear some responsibility for the
recent rise in anti-Semitism. Fifty-six percent
believed that Jews have a significant amount
of power and are richer than the average person, and 40% believe Jews are too present in
the media. It’s a wonder that there are still
“Jews by Choice” who wish to convert and
take on such a strong legacy of dislike.
Although I know Saskatoon is a safe place
for Jews to live, at times I have felt uncomfortable or upset because of something someone
has said or done in my presence. Whether for
better or worse, I’m not always recognized
physically as a Jew (of which if I was, could
be a stereotype of its own given the vast
diversity of backgrounds of the Jewish peo-

ple). As such, I’ve been witness to the use of
derogatory terms for Jews as well as ignorant
comments about Israel.
I recently attended a seminar on diversity
which discussed where as an exercise I was
given the role of “Stay at Home Mom” and
asked to list all the negative stereotypes people associate with it. This was an especially
difficult task for me given that my own wife
spent a total of ten years at home taking care
of the household, raising children, and doing
many of the important familial duties that, if
passed off a service, would cost tens of thousands of dollars annually. Other characters
that participants received included: Biker,
Muslim, overweight person, ex-convict, Canadian, American, etc.
A second exercise allowed us to list all the
characteristics of our role that, as a hiring
manager, we would consider positive. For me
this was much easier as I felt a stay at home
mom would be good at multi-tasking, being
self-directed, working in hostile environments, and so forth. In truth, the real point

of both exercises was to show that neither
process is useful or true, and that stereotypes
are absolutely irrelevant, especially when
searching for employee quality.
Although I am proud to be Jewish, I still
have not the confidence to wear a kipah in
public (and I applaud those who do). That
said, everyone in my office knows who I
am and accept that I am not available during
Shabbat (except under extreme emergencies)
and I’m going to disappear several times during the university’s busy month of September
for the high holidays.
Recently I met Omaer Jamil, President
of the Islamic Association of Saskatchewan
(Saskatoon), and I found that sharing our differences was a great foundation for building a
new friendship. For every difference we discovered there was also something similar, our
favourite being the phrases Salam Alaikum vs
Shalom Aleichem, both of which are loosely
translated as “peace be upon you”.
continued on page 12

Divrei Harav – Rabbi Claudio’s Message
New Siddur – New Opportunities

by Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky
It has been more than
thirty years since Siddur Sim Shalom - the
Prayer Book we mainly
use at Agudas Israel
– was first published by the Rabbinical Assembly. From that time many and significant
changes have affected both the way Jews pray
and Synagogues approach congregational
prayer. It is clear that we no longer relate to
prayer the way our parents and grandparents
did in their generations. As with all things in
life, for prayer to keep its relevance it must be
permanently revisited.
A few years ago Rabbi Steven Wernick, CEO of
the United Synagogue for Conservative Judaism, visited our congregation and shared with
us some of his knowledge and experience about
the challenges other congregations are facing
in our days. During one of his presentations
he talked about Tefilah – Jewish prayer – and
told us about the different “barriers” he thinks
the new generations of congregants are finding in the congregational experience of prayer.
According to him, it is clear that a significant
percentage of Jews don’t feel comfortable in
Services. They don’t feel “engaged” while trying to navigate a complex system of prayers in
a language they don’t understand, with English

readings that contain symbols and expressions
that don’t reflect their liberal or more rational
religious views. Synagogue architecture sometimes doesn’t help either, with Sanctuaries
built following a model where the Bima looks
more like a stage where the “action” takes
place and it is physically distant from where
the congregants are. All these challenges, that
clearly affect our Congregation as well, need to
be addressed if we want to try to revitalize the
importance of prayer for us and our families.
After five years of work the Rabbinical Assembly has finished the publication of a new Prayer
Book which comes to respond to some of those
challenges. Siddur “Lev Shalem” is the companion of Machzor Lev Shalem (Prayer Book
for the High Holy Days) already published a
few years ago and successfully incorporated by
hundreds of Synagogues. The new Siddur was
created for use by individuals and Congregations, both for home and at the Synagogue. It
is fully egalitarian and inclusive, includes both
the traditional prayers for weekdays, Shabbat
and Holidays and also modern prayers and
writings from sixty contemporary authors and
Rabbis. It contains explanations, instructions
for prayers and their historical background, as
well as the Hebrew transliteration for many

of the songs we sing during Services, allowing those who don’t know Hebrew to be fully
included in the congregational singing.
Rabbi Julie Schonfeld, executive vice president
of the Rabbinical Assembly, expressed that
Lev Shalem “has been expressly designed to
meet people where they are, whether at syna-

This page is sponsored by Effie (Brook) & Harry Gordon of Vancouver
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continued on page 12

Syrian Refugee Sponsorship Update

by Mayah Holtslander

In our last Bulletin munities and he discussed that our partnership detained for three years in Australia in terrible
Sarah Goluboff wrote exemplified the increasing cultural
circumstances. Finally, Ali
an article describing understanding that is developing in
described his family’s reunithe initial phases of Saskatoon today.
fication in Canada after being
Congregation Agudas
separated for three years.
Following these introductory
Israel’s (CAI) decision speeches, Doha and Ali Kharsa, a
After the program, attendto co-sponsor a Syrian mother and son from a Syrian refugee
ees enjoyed delicious Middle
refugee family with the Islamic Association of family who have been in Canada for
Eastern food, such as humSaskatchewan (IAS). Members on the steering approximately a year, shared their
mus, pita, falafel, and labneh
committee of our joint group called Children story of fleeing Syria and eventually
and enjoyed a bidding war in
of Abraham Refugee Sponsors of Saskatoon coming to Canada. These speeches Doha and Ali Kharsa
a wonderful silent auction. At
(CARS) have been extremely busy since that spoke of the hardship they expethe end of the fundraiser, each
article a few months ago.
rienced and reminded the atcommunity had come closer
On January 16th, 2016
tendees exactly why we were coming to- to meeting their respective $15,000 fundraiser
CARS hosted its first ofgether on this freezing January evening. goals. At the fundraiser B’nai Brith generficial fundraiser. We orFirst, Doha described their life in Syria ously matched all donations made to CAI, up
ganized this fundraiser
before the war and the family’s decision to $5000.
on very short notice, but
to flee Syria after the war began. She
Since the fundraiser, we have also selected
thanks to the hard work
described her family’s life as refugees a family and have officially been approved to
of many volunteers from
sponsor the family. The family we are
in Malaysia and the disapCAI’s Tikkun Olam Comsponsoring consists of a mother who
pointment they felt after
mittee and members of the Sarah Goluboff
is approximately six months pregleaving everything, to
IAS, we were able to host and Faizah Jamil
nant, a father, an eight-year-old boy, a
move to a country where
an extremely successful
five-year-old girl and a two-year-old
they did not know anyone,
first fundraiser. Station 20 West graciously did not speak the language and
girl. The family is originally from
allowed us to use their space for the event Harold
Homs, Syria, and has been displaced
could
and even though our fundraiser occurred Shiffman and
in Jordan for at least two years.
n o t
Mayor
on an absolutely freezing January night, the Omaer Jamil
Likewise, we have also found a
w o r k . Don Atchison
event itself was warm and cozy. The evening
lovely little duplex for the family
Finally,
began with the emcees, Sarah Goluboff and
with Camponi Housing Corporation.
she reFaizah Jamil, saying the Jewish and Muslim
On Sunday February 7th, we encourcounted
prayers for special occasions. After, the two
her husband and son’s aged members of CAI and IAS to drop off
communities’ leaders, Harold Shiffman and
decision to leave furniture, clothing, and housewares to the
Omaer Jamil, gave speeches welcoming
Malaysia and search home. Thanks to everyone’s generosity, the
for a better life in home is almost completely set up and lookand applauding our initiative. Next, we
Australia. After, Ali ing absolutely beautiful! Now, as I write this
received a surprise visit from Saskatoon’s
Mayor, Don Atchison. Mayor Atchison gave described his own experience of leaving article we are anticipating the family’s arrival
an inspiring speech about the difference be- his family and travelling to Australia. In at any moment and looking forward to the
tween cultural tolerance and understanding. Australia, Ali and his father did not meet the new work ahead of us once the family is here.
He applauded the uniqueness of our two com- better life they hoped for. Instead, they were

Agudas Youth is on the Roll!

by Dan and Lee Vardi

For the past two
months a new group
started meeting – the
Agudas Youth Group.
Basically for all kids
around and over their
Bar\Bat Mitzvah age,
the group enables them to keep meeting and
having fun with each other, and keep their
bonds strong until they are the right age for
BBYO.
In December we all met at the APEX Center
for a fun opening high-energy activity. We had

a story-telling contest, ate pizza and of course
jumped. A lot.
In January we met in our apartment, where
Caley told them some Soomsoom trade secrets and together
we all made a wonderful Israeli
dinner. We’ve got some young
cooking potential in the congregation!
In March and April we are
planning on going ice-skating
together and watching an Israeli
movie together!

This page is sponsored by Naomi Rose and Stan Sinai of Toronto.
This page is sponsored by the Saskatchewan Jewish Council
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Hadassah-WIZO News

CHW is Canada’s leading Jewish women’s philanthropic organization. Founded in 1917,
CHW is non-political, volunteer driven and funds a multitude of programs and projects
for Children, Healthcare and Women in Israel and Canada.
by Linda Shaw
CHW’s 2016 Annual
Campaign is almost underway! We are pleased to let you know
that appeal letters will be in the mail the last
week of February and should be in people’s
homes shortly thereafter. Please take a look
at the material, learn about the many projects
in Canada and Israel that CHW supports and
then please make your contribution knowing
that your donation is truly making a difference
to thousands of lives. Saskatoon donors have
been amazingly generous in past and I trust
you’ll want to continue your support again
this year. Thank you so much.
To launch our Annual Campaign locally
and to celebrate “Springtime in Saskatoon”,
we will be holding our Pesach Spring Tea on
Sunday, April 24th , from 2 – 4 p.m., at the
home of Leila Goluboff, 227 Lakeshore Place.
Program: To be announced.

Congratulations to Dr. Steven Goluboff,
the winner of this year’s “Jewish Dinner for
Eight”. We made the draw at the Sisterhood
Shabbat Family Dinner on January 15th. It
is marvelous that Steven won the Dinner.
He has been one of our top ticket sellers for
this raffle for all the years that we have been
holding it. It’s time that he was rewarded
for all his hard work for our community and
especially for CHW. We’ll focus on fun and
great food when we serve him and Leila and
their friends. Thank you, too, to everyone who
sold and bought the raffle tickets and to those
of you who will contribute your “specialities”

Sisterhood Notes

by Zoe Litman, Vice-President, Agudas Israel Sisterhood
January saw a
wonderful evening
sponsored by Sisterhood and the Hebrew
School. The Shabbat
Family Dinner was a
huge success and many thanks go out to those
who helped contribute to making it such a
meaningful event. Our community enjoyed
fellowship and pride in our children as well
as a delicious meal.
There will be a Sisterhood Spring Confer-

#35 22nd Street E. Saskatoon, SK
Tickets: www.tcutickets.ca

Website: www.tcuplace.com

(306) 975-7777

Pesach Tea
April 24th • 2-4

ence in Minneapolis on April 3rd to the 5th.
All members are welcome to attend. There is
financial support available in the form of two
scholarships for those wishing to attend. Details and applications forms will be provided
to those interested.
Our next Sisterhood activity will be a
Hamantaschen baking bee in March. Please
come out and have an enjoyable experience
while contributing to celebrate the upcoming
holiday.

Scharfstein │ Gibbings │ Walen │ Fisher LLP
Barristers & Solicitors

SASKATOON'S
ARTS & CONVENTION
CENTRE

for the dinner later this year.
We’re excited about this year’s coming
Silver Spoon Dinner. Response to our guest
speaker /entertainer, Chantal Kreviazuk, has
been excellent. Prizes and sponsorships are
already coming in. (although we can still use
more.) Even though the Silver Spoon Dinner isn’t happening until Monday, May 9th,
we have already sold close to 700 tickets.
Get yours soon. We will continue to support
Saskatoon Interval House and Ronald McDonald House and to sponsor a Silver Spoon
Dinner room at Ronald McDonald House.
Silver Spoon is our biggest and most lucrative
project so be sure to volunteer to help in any
way you can.
We are still hoping that Claudia Goldman,
the CHW National President, will come to
Saskatoon in May to help us with our Annual
Campaign. I’ll have more information about
her visit later this spring. In the meantime,
I hope to see you at the Pesach Tea and the
Silver Spoon Dinner.
Happy Passover to you all.

Grant J. Scharfstein, Q.C.
p. 306.653.2838
f. 306.652.4747

at the home of Leila Goluboff
227 Lakeshore Place

CUELENAERE, KENDALL
KATZMAN
RICHARDS

gscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com
www.scharfsteinlaw.com
500 Scotiabank Building,
111 Second Ave S
Saskatoon, SK S7K 1K6
This Page is Sponsored by Saskatoon Hadassah WIZO
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Barristers, Solicitors and Mediators

RANDY KATZMAN
B.Comm., LL.B.

(306) 653-5000
Fax: (306) 652-4171
5th Floor, Atrium Place, #510, 128 - 4th Avenue S.,
Saskatoon, S7K 1M8

Biography of the Month: Theodore Bikel

by Stan Schroeder

Theodore Bikel was born in Vienna,
Austria May 2, 1924. His father Joseph, a
clerk and insurance salesman and his mother
Miriam were ardent Zionists. Thus they
named their son after Theodor Herzl who
was also born on May 2. When Theodore was
thirteen the family left Austria for Palestine.
Fluent in Hebrew, Yiddish, and German
with a respectable command of English and
French, he intended to study and eventually
teach comparative linguistics. But the pull
of the theatre was stronger and he joined the
internationally famous Habimah Theatre in
1943 as an apprentice actor. He became one
of the co-founders of the Israeli Chamber
Theatre.
In 1946 Bikel entered London’s Royal
Academy of Dramatic Art, graduating with
honors two years later. It was also at this time
that he began to develop a serious interest in
the guitar and folk music. But he was first
to make his mark as an actor. Sir Laurence
Olivier was so impressed with Bikel’s
performance in several small London theatre
productions that in 1949 Olivier offered him
a role in his production of A Street-car Named
Desire starring Vivien Leigh. Bikel soon took
over the second male lead, Mitch, in the play.
From Streetcar on, Theodore Bikel’s career
has been illuminated by superior stage and
screen portrayals. In London he won acclaim
playing the Russian Colonel in Ustinov’s The
Love Of Four Colonels in 1951. When Theo
first arrived in America in December, 1954, he
already had an impressive list of stage credits.
He quickly became known for his mastery
of several languages, acting versatility, and
singing. His guitar never far away, his skill
as a singer/musician was utilized in numerous
stage, television and film roles.
His first Broadway performance was
Tonight in Samarkand in 1955. In 1959 he
created the role of Baron von Trapp for the
original Broadway production of The Sound
Of Music starring Mary Martin. And, of
course, playing the role of Tevye in Fiddler
on the Roof with the first national touring
company starting in 1967 he became identified
with Sholom Alechim’s milkman, having
now over 2000 appearances in the play.
To define versatility is to capture the
essence of Theodore Bikel. For, in his own
words, he is not a “specialist but a general
practitioner in the world of the arts.” This is
reflected in his multiplicity of talents: Bikel
the actor on stage, screen and television; Bikel
the folksinger and guitarist; Bikel the author,
lecturer, and raconteur; and Bikel the activist
and arts advocate.
Bikel made his concert debut at the Carnegie

Recital Hall in 1956 in a folk song program;
each year subsequently he has appeared in
concerts through-out the U.S., Canada, and
Europe. Besides frequent appearances with
symphony orchestras in varied programs,
he has also performed in the more intimate
surroundings of some of the nation’s wellknown clubs.
In 1957, with
Herb Cohen
as his partner,
Theo opened the
first folk music
coffeehouse in
Los Angeles.
The Unicorn on
Sunset Boulevard
proved so popular
with the folk
music crowd,
they opened a
second venue.
Cosmo Alley
offered a more
traditional club
atmosphere,
presenting folk
music, poetry
readings, and
comedy acts. Bikel, Lenny Bruce, and Glenn
Yarbrough were among the performers
appearing there.
Bikel has recorded a variety of music from
folk to symphonic to children’s. He also
has made many audio recordings of bookson-tape, both contemporary and classics,
among them the two latest Herman Wouk
novels The Hope and The Glory, as well as
Umberto Eco’s The Name of the Rose. He
has also recorded the Tevye stories of Sholom
Aleichem, and Dominique Lapierre’s O
Jerusalem.
Theodore Bikel is a prominent civil rights
activist and co-founder of the Newport Folk

Festival, and has been an executive in Actors’
Equity, a union for stage performers. He
and his second wife Rita, whom he married
in 1967, had two sons Robert Simon and
Daniel. He was married for the fourth time
last December to Amy Bikel, and lives in
West Los Angeles. In 2001, Bikel hosted the
wedding of his eldest son,
Robert, at his Connecticut
home. He was finally able
to deliver the lines he’d so
often sung on stage, saying
“I’ve been waiting a long
time to do this,” and began
singing Sunrise, Sunset.
In November, 2013 Bikel
performed in a concert
commemorating the 75th
anniversary of Kristallnacht
at the Austrian parliament
in Vienna. His finale was
Song of the Partisans, sung
in Yiddish after asking the
audience to rise.
Theodore is a personal
friend of Hazzan Mike
Stein of Temple Aliyah and
has appeared at concerts
with him. February 1, 2014
I attended a Havdalah concert JewGrass
(Jewish Bluegrass) with both of them at
American Jewish University.
Bikel died of natural causes at the age of
91 July 21, 2015 at the UCLA Medical Center
in Los Angeles

Business Slipping Away?

SHERWOOD

Maybe you are paying too much
for your steel?
Call Toll Free:

1-800-667-5353

Bucket Service Available
New Steel and Pipe
Used Steel and Pipe

INLAND STEEL PRODUCTS INC
President: Mark Ditlove
Saskatoon
This page is sponsored by Leona Wasserman
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Editor’s Note: Stan Schroeder is the Editor
of Congregation Shir Ami’s “Shir Notes” in
Los Angeles which also won a Gold Medal
for “Bulletins.” He writes biographies of
famous Jews and has offered to share them
with us. This article was first published in
the Shir Notes. Steven Goluboff and Stan
met each other in Jerusalem to discuss their
community Bulletins.

GMC

GMC
Medium
Duty
Trucks

Free Shuttle Service
Pick-up and Delivery
7:30 a.m. - 5:15 p.m.

RV

Sales
and
Service

GMC
Heavy
Duty
Trucks

Body Shop

The Body Shop provides
Free Loaners on all SGI or
Retail Collision Claims

CHEVROLET
550 Brand Road • Saskatoon

374-6330 • Toll Free 1-877-374-6330

by Dan and Lee Vardi
The Israeli educational system is
currently storming about a new
addition to the
civil-rights book
for High School
students that is about to be published by the
ministry of education. According to its critics
the new book emphasizes the Jewish identity
of the Israeli country over the Democratic values. One clear example for this is given in the
opening page of the book. In the old version
the book opens with a citation from the Israeli
scroll of independence:
“THE STATE OF ISRAEL will be open for
Jewish immigration and for the Ingathering
of the Exiles; it will foster the development of
the country for the benefit of all its inhabitants; it will be based on freedom, justice and
peace as envisaged by the prophets of Israel;
it will ensure complete equality of social and
political rights to all its inhabitants irrespective of religion, race or sex; it will guarantee
freedom of religion, conscience, language,
education and culture; it will safeguard the
Holy Places of all religions; and it will be
faithful to the principles of the Charter of the
United Nations.”
According to people who saw a preview of
the yet to be published book, the new version
opens with a “Tfilat Amidah”. Other examples,
as well as the new book committee members’
political identity are the main arguments for the
new identity the ministry of education is trying
to apply to the entire Israeli society, including
its various Arab minorities.
This new storm adds to other processes of
Israeli identity led by various parliament and
government members and non-profit organizations (NPO) that are related to the right-wing
side of the political map. Two clear recent
events are the new annual prize published by
the Ministry of Culture and sports for “Zionist Art”. Critics mention that in 2016 Israel,
Zionism is related only to those who support
Israel and its actions, hence people who relate
to the current government, and anti-Zionists
are all those who criticize Israel, mainly leftwing activists. The new Culture Minister also
threatens to stop funding for establishments
that “act against the State of Israel”.
Another example was a mini-storm that occurred last year, when PM Netanyahu ejected
certain left-wing writers and artists from the
Israel Prize Committee. Netanyahu quickly
withdrew his actions due to resignations of
most of the committee members, claiming
government intervention in an independently
elected committee.
The latest troubling story was a campaign to

A Lesson in Citizenship

de-legitimize left-wing NPOs and especially
their heads. The viral internet movie shows an
Arab terrorist holding a knife approaching the
camera in order to “stab” the viewer. The image then freezes and a narrator explains about
certain activists and their NPOs that are funded
by foreign governments and are in fact assisting
the terrorists in their actions or post-actions.
This campaign was launched by a right wing
NPO, at a time where the parliament seeks to
discuss a new law that suggests forcing leftwing NPOs to declare their donors and not
allow them to act in Israel if they are funded by
certain international entities. Once again claims
about the freedom of speech and about the civil
organizations in Israel and their Democratic
right to exist are sounded. A short research
found that this campaign was orchestrated by
the same advisors that assisted one of the rightwing parties in the previous elections.
In this turmoil of events, many people feel
that there is a big struggle for the hearts and
minds of the Israeli teenagers and their view
of their country.
One group that has decided to join in the fight
is Pardes. Pardes literally means “Orchard”.
This name was picked because its founders
thought that like the orange, once a symbol of
the Zionist movement, the new fruits of a Zionist movement is an educational one.
PARDES is a “center for values education”
- an NGO that has operated for more than a
decade in the educational arena in Israel. They
are a group of young Israelis, 25-35 years in age,
all with youth movement and social involvement background.
“We have established PARDES as a result of
a sense of belonging, mission and commitment
towards the Israeli youth, education and society” Gal Shamir, current Pardes director says.
“At present, after a decade of operation, we
meet and work with more than ten thousand
young people, teachers and educators every
year. We work in hundreds of educational
frameworks such as the Ministry of Education, the Society for Community Centers, local
authorities, various youth movements and
organizations, schools, NGOs and private
organizations.”
Their programs are varied - from a one-time
workshop, through a ‘peak day’ of activities, to
a several days journey that crosses the Israeli
society. A school or other establishment that
works with Pardes can choose from a variety
of topics and subjects relevant to Israeli teens
– cyber bullying and social stigmas in younger
grades, the complexity of the Israeli citizenship
and its responsibilities in the process of issuing
an ID in grade 10, preparation for “March of the
Living” trips to Poland, and moral preparation
for military service.

Gal says their work “is based on workshops
that encounter the youth with the hottest issues
of Israeli society, generates a critical dialogue,
encourages the development of opinion and the
creation of a view point and promotes action
towards changing and improving our reality.
We present to the youth an alternative to the
hatred, fear and racism that unfortunately
shapes the present public dialogue and educontinued on page 12

Bella Freund

A Haredi woman from Jerusalem,
Freund became famous through an event
that happened in Jerusalem on May
12th, 1992. Freund was walking in the
street when she heard cries – “terrorist!
Murderer!” as she approached the
scene she saw a mob surrounding and
approaching a person.
The person was Adnan Alafendi, a
21 years old Palestinian terrorist that
moments before stabbed two Jewish kids
near the “Machane Yehuda” market, fled
and now was caught at a parking lot.
Freund managed to infiltrate herself
between the raging mob and laid down
on the terrorist, shielding him with her
body. While protecting the terrorist,
people screamed at her, kicked and
punched her. Twenty seven minutes
later the police came to the scene and
arrested the terrorist.
After the event the mother of the two
kids that were stabbed earlier said
she was angrier at Freund than at the
terrorist. Freund herself said that
“indeed, the Arab stabbed children. In
spite of that, being Jewish – the chosen
people, we must take a deep breath
before taking the law into our own
hands. ”
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From The Moral and Spiritual Values of Judaism:

by Rabbi Roger V. Pavey (z”l)
The following is
another essay from
Moral and Spiritual
Values, the unpublished work of the
same title by the

late Rabbi Roger Pavey.
Be ezrat ha Shem
Literally, this phrase means “With the help
of the Name (i.e. God)”. Pious Jews will write
it in abbreviated form on documents and even
letters. It could be said that it points to a passive attitude of resignation that seems alien
to the positive dynamism of Jewish moral
teaching. But this has never been its use in
Jewish tradition. Judaism has always insisted

on an active seeking out of the moral good
and denial of the moral bad, though in this
we always need the help of others, including
God. At the same time, the phrase reminds us
that, in the last resort, we human beings are
not in control of life. We have to accept that
our lives and efforts are constrained by forces
that we can not always dominate. There are
times for quiet resignation in the face of what
can not be accomplished, acceptance of the
inevitable. We are after all mortal. We must
do our utmost and never relax our working to
realize the moral imperative in human relations. But we can not expect to do miracles;
there are limits to all human striving. God is
the one who empowers us to strive, and also

the one who gives us the courage to accept
inevitable ultimate failure. We need to realize
this and turn to God throughout life. There
is no humiliation in turning to others for help
when we are weak and in need. There is no
humiliation in turning to God at the end in
serene acceptance of what must be, our own
failure, our own death. All through life we
need continual reminders that we are partners
with God, we are not alone in our struggle.
While God will not do things for us, we certainly need God to encourage, to inspire and
to renew the vision. When Jews say, “Be ezrat
ha Shem,” they are not throwing the onus on
to God and escaping their own responsibility.
They are linking themselves to the divine
continued on page 14

B’nai Brith Report

by David Katzman, President of B’nai Brith Lodge 739 and Chairman of Silver Plate Dinner
All Jewish men (and men with Jewish partners), are invited to be a part of B’nai Brith.
We financially support many good causes,
especially those related to youth. Our next
meeting is Monday April 11th at 7:30 at CAI.
At our January meeting we provided funds
to support Holodomor awareness. The Holodomor was the 1932/33 death by starvation
of millions of Ukrainians, at the hands of
Joseph Stalin. We also decided to provide up
to $5000 to the Tikkun Olam Committee for
the sponsorship of a Syrian refugee family.
Save the Dates:
April 1st – BB Men lead Shabbat Services
May 27th – Gerry Rose Volunteer
Recognition Dinner
We invite all members of CAI to nominate
individuals who have provided exemplary
volunteer service by contacting Steven
Goluboff, who is coordinating the Dinner.
PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
FROM A QUALIFIED
FINANCIAL ADVISOR
Darrell Nordstrom, R.F.P.,
C.F.P., CLU.
•Financial Estate Planning
•Investment Management
•Charitable Bequests
Assante Wealth Management
Wealth Creation, Preservation and Management

200 - 261 1st Ave. East
Saskatoon, Sask. S7K 1X2
Bus: 665-3377 Res: 933-4123

Camp B’nai Brith Support
Saskatoon B’nai Brith enthusiastically
supports Jewish children attending Camp BB
Ribach. Where financial assistance is needed:
1) B’nai Brith will pay up to half the cost of
one session in one year.
2) B’nai Brith will make this payment up to
three times for any one camper.
This support is available to all Jewish children in Saskatoon and support for children
outside of our city is potentially available by
contacting the President. Additional support
in any one year is possible by contacting the
President. All such contacts are confidential.
The names of families receiving such support are not shared at our meetings. We will
also consider providing comparable sums for
children to attend other Jewish camps, upon
request.
Process:
Pay the first half of your registration fee

Accounting & Auditing
Estate Planning
Management Consulting
Business Valuations

Financial Planning
Mergers & Acquisitions
Income Tax Returns
Corporate Tax Returns

Saskatoon
Regina
Tel: (306) 653-6100
Tel: (306) 522-6500
Website www.virtusgroup.ca

and ask the Camp
to bill Saskatoon
B’nai Brith for
the other half (c/o
Steven Simpson,
158 Whiteshore
Cr., Saskatoon, S7J 3W5)
Bar and Bat Mitzvah Rings
The B’nai Brith is pleased to offer a custom silver and gold ring to each Bar and Bat
Mitzvah as a keepsake.
1) approx. 6 months before, make an appointment with Winston Quan at Handmade House, 710 Broadway Ave, (306)
665-5542
2) phone David Katzman (306-955-3563)
to review the presentation.

500, 123 - 2nd Avenue South
Saskatoon Sk Canada S7K 7E6

Michael R. Scharfstein, B.Comm., J.D.
mscharfstein@SHTB-law.com
Ph: 306.244.0132 Fax: 306.653.1118
www.SHTB-law.com
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CIJA Calls on Jewish Community
to Speak Out on Iran
by Shimon Koffler Fogel is CEO of the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA)
The federal
government recently
announced that Canada
will be recalibrating its
policy toward Iran in a number of significant
ways. This includes the removal of various
sanctions, and the retention or imposition
of other targeted sanctions and measures –
designed to restrict the regime’s access to
nuclear and ballistic missile technologies,
and to counter Iran’s human rights abuses
and sponsorship of terror. The government
also announced that it will re-establish
diplomatic relations with Iran, which will
likely culminate in the reopening of embassies
in Ottawa and Tehran.
It is near impossible to exaggerate the threat
Iran continues to pose to Israel and the Jewish
people globally. The lifting of international
sanctions following the P5+1 agreement
on Iran’s nuclear program – a deal fraught
with gaps and failures that the regime will
no doubt exploit – remains a serious source
of anxiety for CIJA and our global partners.
Above all, there is the very real danger that
the international community, out of naïve
enthusiasm over the nuclear agreement and
growing fear regarding the spread of ISIS, will
welcome Iran as a legitimate member of the
international community even as the regime
continues to sponsor terrorism, abuse human
rights, foment chaos in the region, and issue
genocidal calls for the annihilation of Israel.
When it comes to Canadian policy, CIJA’s
position is clear: Iran poses a multifaceted
threat to global peace and security that Canada
should continue to confront through economic
and diplomatic tools. This does not mean that

there is a “one-size-fits-all” approach to the
Iran file, so long as the Government of Canada
remains cautious, vigilant and focused on the
core objective of provoking a fundamental
change in Tehran’s behaviour.
While at the time of writing we are
continuing to examine the implications of
Canada’s new policy, I wanted to share the
following preliminary thoughts:
1. We knew this file was going to be an
immense challenge, for reasons both
domestic and international. The Liberal
Party, although supportive of a tough
stance against Iran, has long signaled its
preference for an approach characterized
by constructive engagement as opposed to
the policy of isolation established by the
previous government. With the signing
of the P5+1 agreement, it was clear that
UN Security Council-imposed sanctions
would be dissolved by the United
States and the international community.
Canadian sanctions passed under the
UN Act would have to be rescinded.
In other words, the combination of a
shift in government and a global shift
in orientation toward Iran serves as the
context for the recalibration of Canada’s
approach.
2. On the plus side (and there is indeed a
significant plus side), speculation that
Canada would drop all sanctions or turn
a blind eye to Iranian aggression beyond
the nuclear file have not materialized.
The Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC)’s Qods Force remains
a listed terror entity. Iran continues
to be designated a state sponsor of
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terrorism, allowing Canadian victims
of terror to launch lawsuits against the
regime. The Basij Militia and Iranian
banks implicated in terror financing and
nuclear procurement remain subject to
sanctions, as do certain entities involved
in supporting the Assad regime in Syria.
Moreover, the government’s approach to
“controlled economic re-engagement”
will maintain restrictions on exports to
Iran of items and technology that may
be used for nuclear or ballistic missile
purposes. Amid our anxiety over what
a shift in Canada’s policy toward Iran
would mean for the human rights and
terrorism files, the importance of these
measures should not be understated.
3. T hese positive elements aside, we
must reserve final judgment of the
new sanctions structure pending a full
examination of the list of affected Iranian
institutions. The devil is always in the
details, and our role as advocates is to
ensure that the above measures – and
other tools in the diplomatic arsenal – are
deployed to have a meaningful impact
on the regime as this issue evolves over
the coming months. This is perhaps most
crucial when it comes to preventing
Canada from being used as a front to
procure nuclear materials.
4. We remain deeply concerned about
the international effort to reengage
Iran. In addition to ensuring Canada
maintains an explicit focus on holding
Iran accountable, we will continue to
emphasize that history shows diplomacy
without economic pressure has never
been effective in changing Iran’s
behaviour.
Now more than ever, the Jewish community
needs to take an active role in Canadian public
policy. Whatever your partisan leanings, we
need you to speak out and get involved. CIJA
has launched an action alert to mobilize concerned Canadians to directly urge the Foreign
Affairs Minister to continue applying pressure
on Iran. I encourage you to visit www.cija.ca
and join us in sending a united and clarion
call from the grassroots Jewish community.
Shimon Koffler Fogel is CEO of the Centre
for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA)

This page is sponsored by Alan, Linda and Sam Goluboff of Toronto
10

CIJA on Campus: A Focused Advocacy Strategy

by Jay Solomon, Associate Director of Campus at the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA)
With the return of students to campus for the
second term, I wanted to share with you some
insight into CIJA’s efforts to strengthen Israel
advocacy at universities across the country. As
CIJA’s Associate Director of Campus, I work
hand-in-hand with dedicated Hillel professionals and Jewish and pro-Israel students
on campuses from coast-to-coast. Every day,
I work with CIJA’s campus team to coordinate a national strategy focused on ensuring
university leaders – from student government executives to faculty to administrations
to reject anti-Zionism
and antisemitism. We
also work to empower
students to share the
real Israel with their
campus peers, and to
promote a country and
a people defined not by
conflict, but by human
rights, democracy and
innovation.
On a daily basis, we engage with campuses
across the country on various issues. In the
morning, I could be on the phone supporting
Hillel countering a student union BDS referendum currently underway at the University
of Waterloo. At lunch, I could be speaking to a
university administrator to address a potential
security concern on their campus. In the afternoon, I might find myself helping students
plan a Tel Aviv-themed beach party designed
to attract hundreds of their non-Jewish peers.
CIJA is today recognized by Hillel professionals nationwide as a one-stop-shop for
advocacy support, resources, and guidance.
And we are making important headway in
countering anti-Israel trends on campus.
Many readers have no doubt heard examples of anti-Israel activists hosting obscure

speakers, handing out false or misleading
materials, or manipulating their student union
into endorsing the Boycott Divestment and
Sanctions (BDS) campaign against Israel.
While a handful of anti-Israel activists is
enough to make Jewish students feel uncomfortable and unfairly singled-out on some
campuses, these fringe players represent more
of a sideshow than they do the main event.
And this is precisely why our focus remains
campus influencers – that is, current and future
leaders – and those in the ‘moveable middle.’
We
a r e
making
s u b stantial
progress in
pushing
the needle of
public
opinion among campus elites and decisionmakers in a positive direction. This begins
with positive, collaborative relationships with
those individuals and groups in positions of
responsibility – built through direct meetings and briefings, CIJA trips to Israel, and
Canada-Israel academic partnerships. These
efforts are critical in building a more positive
climate for Jewish students on campus.
Creating collaborative working relationships with students’ unions, and supporting
moderate slates in getting elected, is also key
to our work. While BDS activists have set
their sights on the same target group, their
success rate is anything but stellar. On the
BDS file, 2015 saw a number of important
victories against those seeking to delegitimize
Israel by manipulating their student union.
BDS attempts failed – in large part due to the
hard work and dedication of Jewish students
with the support of their local Hillel and CIJA
– on a number of campuses, including the
University of Toronto, the University of Brit-

Creating collaborative working
relationships with students’
unions, and supporting moderate
slates in getting elected, is also
key to our work.

C H A R T E R E D A C C O U N T A NTS
Keith Thomson
Brian Turnquist
Michael Gorniak
Rodney Trayhorne
Amberly Chabot

B.Comm. CA
B.Comm. CA
B.Comm. CA
MPAcc. CA
B.Comm.

•Accounting & Auditing
•Personal & Corporate Tax Planning & Preparation
• Computer Consulting, Training & Monthly Processing
•Financial Planning & Loan Proposals
•Estate Planning •Agristability
•Business Plans •Litigation Support •Business Valuations

244-4414

Fax: 244-1545
400 - 15 23rd St. East - Saskatoon

ish Columbia, McGill University, and Trent
University. And even on campuses where
BDS was endorsed by a student union, it was
done so in many cases in violation of bylaws
and due process, as was the case at McMaster.
Missions are another key tool in connecting
with campus leaders. Annually, CIJA hosts a
myriad of intensive, fact-finding trips to Israel
for non-Jewish students, and 2015/16 will be
a record-breaking year for our campus missions program. By the time the current school
year comes to a close, we will have taken
more than 60 non-Jewish students on (what
many participants have called) ‘life-changing’
trips to Israel. Giving these individuals an
opportunity to see Israel for themselves –
to experience Israel’s culture, innovation,
challenges and opportunities – has proven
invaluable in the effort to make Canadian
campuses a more welcoming and inclusive
place. Alumni of our various campus missions
have gone on to serve in key roles on student
governments (some even being successful at
repealing BDS on their campus). Many in
CIJA’s Israel Young Leaders Program go on
to serve as federal political staff, and in turn
carry their experience in Israel with them to
Parliament Hill.
This is not to say that there aren’t challenges
on campus that require attention. But I have
seen firsthand the talent, energy, and commitment that our community brings to campus
advocacy. Our students are smart, passionate,
and formidable advocates. Our Hillel staff are
dedicated, innovative and professional – and
in many cases have forfeited other career options in order to serve the Jewish community.
And, at the national level, I am fortunate to
work with a team that I consider second-tonone when it comes to strategic, effective
advocacy.
Jay Solomon is Associate Director of Campus
at the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs
(CIJA) – the advocacy agent of Canada’s
Jewish Federations.
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From the President... from page 4
While I still find it disheartening that we
continue to struggle against anti-Semitism,
it’s also not surprising. As a people we have
carried negative connotations for thousands
of years, and perhaps we will struggle for
a thousand years more. What makes things
different today is that there is a place we can

go if we find ourselves the target of hatred, a
place many French Jews have chosen to go
because of the statistics I quoted above.
So when we talk about diversity, it isn’t
enough to expect acceptance but also to give
it. While Jews do not “turn the other cheek”,
we also don’t cast blame on people because of

who they are or where they are from. Through
Tikkun Olam we will make a difference,
and perhaps see a world where everyone is
so accepting that seminars on diversity are
unnecessary.

A Lesson in Citizenship... from page 8
cates to peace seeking, joint and co-existing
society and a struggle for a just and democratic
society”.
Being a group that consists of youth movement graduates, in all the workshops and
programs the educator is highly active, and the
learning and discussions are very experimental
and “hands-on”, such as a field trip in different neighborhoods in Tel Aviv to demonstrate
social inequality.
“One of the main challenges we face is the
radicalization of Israeli society,” says Gal.
“Schools and organizations we used to work
with are afraid of being portrayed as “lefties”
if they choose to speak with their students
about democracy and equal-rights, about racism and violence, about social justice or even
about the LGBT community. We find it very
hard and disturbing, because even in classes
we are doing a program we don’t know the

reactions we’re going to face.”
“In one event at a school the class teacher
stopped our program for a few minutes in order to explain to me and all the students that
Bella Froind should have been executed in a
field-trial (about Bella Freund see expansion).
We use Bella’s story as an extreme example of
the sanctity of human lives and the power of
one. Luckily some of the female students in the
class faced him and explained to him about
democracy, murder and law; but it’s hard to
say what would have happened if I wasn’t in
the classroom or what is said there on a daily
basis. I am afraid that we encounter these
scenes on an increasing basis nowadays”.
“Another challenge we are facing is our own
sustainability in a reality of financial difficulties. We do our best to reach out to as many
schools and organizations as possible and
making our programs affordable for everyone

while still paying our members in a just way.
Unfortunately the economic state in Israel and
the Israeli public opinion about human-rights
organizations makes it harder and harder for
us to find partners and to be able to stand on
our own two feet.”
“Nevertheless I have no doubt that our work
with approximately 10,000 students a year is
meaningful and important, and we will not
stop fighting and finding ways to enter more
schools, meet more students, advisors and
educators – because we believe that a change
in Israeli society can only be achieved through
groups of young people that’ll choose to become the face of change, and decide to devote
their time and thoughts for this matter. For us,
that is Zionism”.
For more information about Pardes, or any of
the subjects mentioned in this article, feel free
to approach and ask us.

Divrei Harav... from page 4
gogue or at home, religiously or spiritually.
The Conservative Movement, as reflected in
this Siddur, both upholds and honors our rich
and extensive Jewish tradition and, consistent
with the perspective of the ancient rabbis,
understands Judaism as responsive to social
change when that change promotes the essential Jewish religious value that humans are
created in the divine image. Siddur Lev Shalem
was created to richly reflect this relationship
of tradition and modernity and to offer each
individual a way to uniquely connect with
prayer and the service.”
About one and a half year ago Congregation
Agudas Israel was one of the firsts to incorporate a preliminary version of Lev Shalem
only for Friday Night Services. Thanks to a
donation from Perry and Jordana Jacobson
we purchased 50 copies that we have successfully used for our Shabbat at Home service,
the Musical Kabbalat Shabbat and special

Friday night events like the Hebrew School
services for the Shabbat Family Dinner and
Gerry Rose Dinner. We have very much enjoyed the transliterations for the Hebrew texts,
the English translations as well as the modern
interpretations and additional readings. Now,
after the completion of the full Siddur, I am
very happy to announce that our Congregation
has purchased one hundred copies of the new
Lev Shalem that we will start using very soon
also for Saturday morning and holiday services.
We are very grateful to Dr. Jack and Bev Shiffman who donated thirty Siddurim honouring
the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter Millia
and to Matt Dittlow who generously provided
the funds for the remaining costs.
I am very hopeful that Siddur Lev Shalem will
bring new opportunities for our Congregation
to engage more in prayer and services. Together with the use of music, doing services
at congregant’s homes, incorporation of new

melodies and more participative services, this
is a new step in our program to revitalize prayer
in our Congregation and increase engagement
with our Minyan. While we plan to incorporate
Lev Shalem very soon we are also preparing
educational opportunities to know more about
it and to study the new material. Current Bar
and Bat Mitzvah students will be able to
choose whether they want to continue with Sim
Shalom or to switch to Lev Shalem, and new
students will begin their preparation with the
new Siddur. We hope to also have soon copies
available for individual purchase through our
Gift Shop. I invite you all to keep an eye on the
coming news and to join us in this new stage
for our Synagogue.
B’birkat Shalom.

from

ISRAEL

Premium kosher table wines
available at Saskatoon Co-op
Wines & Spirits, Blairmore Centre.
Find a wide selection of Galil
Mountain and Teperberg wines
from Israel at attractive prices.

Imported by International Cellars Inc.Vancouver, BC

we design and print...
Brochures
Newsletters
Flyers
Posters
Presentation Folders
Laser Cheques
Stationery
Annual reports
Business Forms
Carbonless Forms

Textbooks
Family History Books
... to your specifications and satisfaction

Tel. 306.955.3373 • Fax. 306.955.5739
217 Jessop Avenue • Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7N 1Y3

This page is sponsored by the late Dr. Lou and Mrs. Ruth Horlick
This Page is sponsored by Toby Rose, Les Klein, Jonathon, Solomon and Benjamin of Toronto
12

From The Desk Of Julia Reitman
by Julia Berger Reitman, Chair - Jewish Federations of Canada - UIA
In the six months
since I assumed
the role of Chair at
Jewish Federations of
Canada- UIA, I have
had the privilege of
meeting many wonderful people working in
various capacities within the larger Jewish
community. While 2015 was a troubling
year that saw an increase in the number of
deadly terrorist acts targeting not only the
Jewish people but also democratic society, I
am thankful for the countless people lighting
candles of hope throughout the world by their
everyday actions.
Jewish citizens on every continent are
countering adversity with an increased
connection to their Jewish identity and to
Israel. In Israel, at the GA in Washington and
here at home in Canada, I have seen countless
examples of selfless service to others, to Israel
and to the Jewish people, often in the face of
formidable challenges. I am impressed - but
not at all surprised - by the resilience of the
Jewish people and our ability to adapt and
succeed under difficult circumstances. The
greater the obstacle, it seems, the more
deeply we as a people identify with our Jewish
culture and history.
In Canada, local and national organizations
continue to strengthen the Jewish identities
of the next generation with transformative
programming.
Birthright Friends with Special Need
On January 31st, CIE had the honour of
sending its first ever Canadian Special

Needs Birthright Israel trip as part of our
winter season. The “Friends with Special
Needs” program is for young adults with
developmental challenges and selected
support staff to experience a memorable and
authentic Birthright Israel adventure.
Shabbat Shabang
Western Canada
In January, Hillel Canada, CIJA, Hillel
Calgary, Hillel Edmonton, Hillel Winnipeg,
the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba and the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg co-hosted
‘Shabbat Shabang’. This conference for
Hillels in western Canada took place at
the Calgary Jewish Community Campus.
Dynamic sessions focused on Jewish identity
and leadership
Atlantic Hillel Shabbaton
On February 5th, Hillel Atlantic Canada and
CIJA hosted the 3rd Annual Winter LEAD
Retreat [Leadership, Education, Advocacy,
Discussion]. 20 students met in Halifax for
a day of Shabbat celebration, reflection and
discussion. They explored Jewish values,
building community on campus and Israel
advocacy
The ‘Canadian Jewish Congress Charities
Committee National Archives’ has rebranded
and will now be known as the ‘Alex Dworkin
Canadian Jewish Archives’. This historic
home for archives and archival research
will remain in Montreal on the downtown
campus of Concordia University, in the
former national headquarters building of the

Canadian Jewish Congress but will operate
directly under the auspices of JFC-UIA.
Learn more.
A new year is not just about changing
calendars and doing it all over again. It’s about
reviewing and renewing personal allegiance
to our beliefs and to our community.
The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs
is implementing a revised outcomes
measurement and reporting model that was
developed based on feedback from Federation
executives. Former JFC-UIA Chair Ralph
Shedletsky was recognized for his invaluable
feedback in developing the new system.
Annual Fundraising campaigns just wrapped
up at federations and regional councils across
Canada, raising well over $100 million
dollars from generous donors. Dedicated
professionals, lay leaders and community
members came together to celebrate and
strengthen their local communities. Funds
raised will support critical programs and
services that have a meaningful impact
in communities locally, nationally and
internationally.
My experience at JFC-UIA has demonstrated
to me that dedication and courage, combined
with wisdom and experience, make for a
powerful combination when it comes to
getting results. I know I am not alone in being
thankful for the formidable strength of the
personal and community connections that
form the fabric of our community.
Wishing you and yours all the best in 2016.

United Israel Appeal 2016

Thank you to all who donated generously to the 2015 UIA Campaign, assisting those Jews in need in Israel and around the world and
ensuring the ongoing viability of the Shlichim Program in Saskatoon:
June Aviv
B’nai Brith Saskatoon
Eli Bornstein
Bruce and Tamara Buckwold
Bruce Cameron
Cindy Cohen
Joe and Karen Dawson
Mark and Wendy Ditlove
Matthew Ditlove
Janet Erikson
Heather and Les Fenyes
Josh and Nicky Gitlin
Ron and Jan Gitlin
Sarah Goluboff
and Donnie Monroe

Shaina Goluboff
and Adam Hnatyshen
Saul Gonor
Gerald and Diane Greenblat
Zara Gurstein
Simonne Horwitz
Claudio and Rosie Jodorkovsky
Susanne Kaplan
David and Susan Katzman
Ralph Katzman
Randy and Shirley Katzman
Sherry and Cam King
David Kohll
Michael Levine
Sarah Liebman
and Mirek Cygler

Zoe Litman
Mordechai Macarthy
Allen and Vanessa Morris
Burna Purkin
Bill and Doreen Roberts
Gladys Rose
Alan and Lesley-Ann Rosenberg
Jack Sandbrand
Dale Sands
Robin and Bryce Sasko
Grant and Marsha Scharfstein
Michael Scharfstein
Seth and Susan Shacter
Elaine and Sherwood Sharfe
Kevin Sharfe
Linda and Arnie Shaw

This Page is Sponsored by the United Israel Appeal of Canada
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Michael Shaw
Harold and Lisa Shiffman
Jack and Bev Shiffman
Rebecca and Steven Simpson
Barry Singer
Barry and Christine Slawsky
Jeffrey Stein
David Stromberg
Jeffrey Stromberg
Robert Stromberg
Daphne Taras and Allan Ponak
Leona Wasserman
Vaughn Wyant

Yahrtzeits
March 4/5
Harry M. Bondar
Rebecca Segal
Yenta Shafer
Goldie Wolfe
Fanny Shore
William Sklar
Max Taylor
Kelle Bodovsky
Richard Buckwold
William Katz
Nathan Gladstone
Eva Kolominsky

Adar-I 24/25
Mar 4 (24)
Mar 4 (24)
Mar 4 (24)
Mar 4 (24)
Mar 5 (25)
Mar 5 (25)
Mar 6 (26)
Mar 8 (28)
Mar 8 (28)
Mar 8 (28)
Mar 9 (29)
Mar 9 (29)

March 11/12
Elaine Friedman
2
Esther Berenbaum
Gitman Chertkow
Marcia Sarlin
Rose Selchen
Raisa Mondrus

Adar-II 1/2
Mar 12/Adar II
Mar 14 (4)
Mar 14 (4)
Mar 14 (4)
Mar 14 (4)
Mar 17 (7)

As my father planted
for me before I was
born,
So do I plant for
those who will come
after me.

from the Talmud

Your contribution,
sent to:
Saskatoon Jewish
Foundation
Congregation Agudas
Israel,
715 McKinnon Avenue,
Saskatoon S7H 2G2 will
be gratefully received
and faithfully applied.

March 18/19
Fira Rotenberg
Fred Shnay
Maurice Mitchell
Ann Raisen

Adar-II 8/9
Mar 18 (8)
Mar 20 (10)
Mar 21 (11)
Mar 22 (12)

March 25/26
Vera Schlucker
Anni Leffman
Harry Steiger

Adar-II 15/16
Mar 29 (19)
Mar 30 (20)
Mar 30 (20)

April 1/2
Pearl Goodman
Rebecca Forgan
Solomon Ginsberg

Adar-II 22/23
Apr 6 (27)
Apr 7 (28)
Apr 7 (28)

April 8/9
Nissan 1
Clara Lehrer
David Horowitz
Jack Adilman
Jacob Michael Goldenberg
Jacob Barsky
Dorothy Buckwold
Kariton Kolominsky
Abraham Teitelbaum
Samuel Brown

Adar-II 29/
Apr 9 (1)
Apr 10 (2)
Apr 11 (3)
Apr 11 (3)
Apr 12 (4)
Apr 12 (4)
Apr 12 (4)
Apr 12 (4)
Apr 13 (5)

Marco Levy
David Shafer
Samuel Caplan
Bert Frank
Joe Goldenberg
Dora Morgan

Apr 13 (5)
Apr 13 (5)
Apr 14 (6)
Apr 14 (6)
Apr 14 (6)
Apr 14 (6)

April 15/16
Lazer Gersher
Judah M. Jaffe
Gerry Rose
Rachel Horowitz
Miriam Shaket
Max Goldberg
Sarah Melamede
James Greenblat
Jolan Zickerman
Keiva Feldman
Fanny Filer
Sarah Livergant
Frank Bernbaum
Dorey Heller
Wolfe Korbin
Max Reznick

Nissan 7/8
Apr 15 (7)
Apr 15 (7)
Apr 16 (8)
Apr 17 (9)
Apr 17 (9)
Apr 18 (10)
Apr 18 (10)
Apr 19 (11)
Apr 19 (11)
Apr 20 (12)
Apr 20 (12)
Apr 20 (12)
Apr 21 (13)
Apr 21 (13)
Apr 21 (13)
Apr 21 (13)

April 22/23
Edward Baron
Alex Fayerman

Nissan 14/15
Apr 22 (14)
Apr 22 (14)

Joel Green
Simcha Scharfstein
Maynard Gertler
Leopold Neumann
Solomon Neumann
Heshkel Soffer
Sara Berenbom
Tamara Avivi
Abraham Bobroff
David Kaplan
David Katz
Bud Wasserman
Kasiel Winocour

Apr 22 (14)
Apr 22 (14)
Apr 23 (15)
Apr 23 (15)
Apr 23 (15)
Apr 23 (15)
Apr 24 (16)
Apr 25 (17)
Apr 25 (17)
Apr 25 (17)
Apr 27 (19)
Apr 27 (19)
Apr 27 (19)

April 29/30
Allan Barsky
Goldie Filer
Sadie Goldstein
Stuart Goldstein
Liza Portnaya
Enid P. Wine
Tibor Braun
Clara Filer
Molly Grotsky
Judel Teitelbaum
Aaron Volanky

Nissan 21/22
Apr 29 (21)
May 1 (23)
May 1 (23)
May 1 (23)
May 1 (23)
May 2 (24)
May 4 (26)
May 4 (26)
May 4 (26)
May 5 (27)
May 5 (27)

The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:

TO

GREETING
FROM			
GLADYS & GERRY ROSE FUND
In honour of your Birthday
Glady Rose & Family		
In honour of your amazing Editorship
of “The Bulletin”
Naomi Rose & Stan Sinai

Marilyn Bricker
Steven Goluboff

Matthew & Eva Trachtenberg

NATE & GRACE GOLUBOFF FUND
In honour of the Brit Milah
for your son, Madox Chi

Steven & Leila Goluboff

MIKLOS KANITZ HOLOCAUST EDUCATION FUND
In memory of Tibor Braun
the Braun Family

Rabbi Pavey... from page 9
partner; they are realizing that we – divine and
human – need each other; they are sensitizing
themselves to the empowering Presence.
Bikkur Holim
In a comment on Psalm 91:1, “Blessed is
the one who considers the poor,” R. Huna said
that this refers to one who visits the sick, “…
for such a person takes away a sixtieth part of
the illness…, the visitor should love the sick
person as s/he loves themselves, but even if
they don’t, they will bring the sick person
some relief.”
The Talmud comments on the passage

quoted above that enumerates the good deeds
that bear fruit both now and through eternity;
the rewards for doing these things are unlimited. Indeed, the commandment to visit the
sick applies to everyone, however great and
however lowly the sick person. Rava adds
that one must visit the sick even a hundred
times a day. A story is told that the great R.
Akiva visited a humble one of his students
who had become ill. Because he tidied the
man’s home, the man recovered. So Akiva
taught that someone who does not visit the
sick is like someone who sheds blood and R.
Dimi adds bluntly, “one who does not visit

the sick causes him to die.”
On the other hand, visiting the sick requires
tact and sensitivity. A story is told of someone
who visited a sick man and asked him what
he was suffering from. On being told, he
responded, “Oy vey, my father died of that
disease!” The sick person was upset. The
visitor then added, “Don’t worry: I’ll pray for
you that you should be healed.” To which the
sick person replied, “While you’re at it, pray
that I shouldn’t have any more visits from
stupid people!”

This page is sponsored by Anna Feldman of Toronto
This page is sponsored by Lorna Bernbaum in memory of her parents Dr. Frank and Frances Bernbaum.
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The Mitzvah of the Mikva - filling the Mikva with snow

7:30 pm - TCU Place

Any profit from this event will come to CAI due to
the generosity of Sherwood and Elaine Sharfe

Step 1 - contact the Shlichim and set a date
Step 2 - invite some friends or family over
Step 3 - get a least 2 wine bottle for the evening
Step 4 - enjoy a fun evening of Israeli cooking and dinner!

A selection of 4 different meals.

Book your dinner now!

This page is sponsored by Lois & Walter Gumprich, with Susanne, Daniel, Michelle, Abigail and their families.
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March 2016 • Adar I / Adar II 5776
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

		1 I Adar 21

6 I Adar 26

7 I Adar 27

8 I Adar 28

Youth Group Activity
11:00 am

Wednesday

2 I Adar 22

9 I Adar 29

Judaism in the 21st
Century
7:00 pm

Thursday

3 I Adar 23

10 I Adar 30

4 I Adar 24

Friday

5 I Adar 25

SHABBAT SHEKALIM

Hebrew School Service
& Potluck Dinner
5:30 pm

VAYAKHIL

*Michael Gertler

* Heather Fenyes

11 II Adar 1

12 II Adar 2

PEKUDE

Hebrew Lessons
5:00 pm

13 II Adar 3

Breakfast Club
10:00 am

Saturday

* Lesley-Ann Crone

14 II Adar 4

15 II Adar 5

16 II Adar 6

Board Meeting
7:00 pm

17 II Adar 7

18 II Adar 8

19 II Adar 9

Shabbat at Home
7:00 pm

SHABBAT ZACHOR
Vayikra

Hebrew Lessons
5:00 pm
* Jan Gitlin

*

21 II Adar 11
20 II Adar 10
LaZoOz 10:00 am

22 II Adar 12

25 II Adar 15

28 II Adar 18

29 II Adar 19

OFFICE CLOSED

Monday

30 II Adar 20

*Harold Shiffman

31 II Adar 21

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

					1 II Adar 22

4 II Adar 25

TZAV
Adults Purim Party
8:00 pm

No Hebrew School

April 2016 • Adar II / Nissan 5776

3 II Adar 24

26 II Adar 16

5:00 pm

No Hebrew School

Sunday

24 II Adar 14

Megillah Reading &

Hebrew Lessons 5:00 pm

27 II Adar 17

23 II Adar 13

5 II Adar 26

Breakfast Club
10:00 am

6 II Adar 27

7 II Adar 28

Friday

2 II Adar 23

SHABBAT PARAH

B’nai Brith Service
& Potluck Dinner
6:00 pm

Shemini

*Michael Shaw

* Grant Scharfstein

8 II Adar 29

9 Nissan 1
ROSH CHODESH
SHABBAT HACHODESH

Judaism in the
21st Century
7:00 pm

Hebrew Lessons
5:00 pm

Saturday

Tazria

Youth Group Activity - 6:30 pm
* Kevin Sharfe

11 Nissan 3
10 Nissan 2
LaZoOz 10:00 am B’nai Brith Meeting

12 Nissan 4

13 Nissan 5

14 Nissan 6

15 Nissan 7

16 Nissan 8
SHABBAT HAGADOL
Metzora

7:30 pm

Pesach Day for Kids!
Hebrew Lessons 5:00 pm

17 Nissan 9

* Steven Simpson

18 Nissan 10

19 Nissan 11

Holocaust Memorial
Service
1:30 pm

20 Nissan 12

21 Nissan 13

Board Meeting
7:00 pm

22 Nissan 14

23 Nissan 15

Shabbat Service
7:00 pm
Seder 7:30 pm
OFFICE CLOSED
*

24 Nissan 16

Pesach Tea
2:00-4:00 pm
Leila Goluboff’s

25 Nissan 17

26 Nissan 18

27 Nissan 19

29 Nissan 21
OFFICE CLOSED

This page is sponsored by B’nai Brith Lodge #739
* Bema Roster

28 Nissan 20

PASSOVER

* Perry Jacobson

30 Nissan 22

PASSOVER
Yizkor

* Matt Ditlove

