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Saskatoon Holocaust Memorial 2015
Sunday, May 3rd
1:30 pm, Jewish Community Centre
Keynote Speaker: Sally Wasserman

Sally Wasserman lost all her family in the
Holocaust. She survived as a Hidden Child
because of the kindness and bravery of a Pol25th
Annual

ish husband and wife. When Sally was only
four years old the Germans invaded Poland.
Her father, mother and brother all died in

Auschwitz-Birkeneau. Sally’s mother in a
last ditch effort to save her daughter said” The

TICKETS E
ILABL
STILL AVA
with Alan Thicke
Monday, May 11th,
2015
TCU Place
(Centennial Auditorium)

Purchase your Tickets OnLine at www.Picatic.com
Ticket Price $200

This page is sponsored by Gladys Rose of Toronto

Deadline for the next Bulletin is April 10, 2015

continued on page 16

by Dave Abbey

Letters To The Editor

Two recent articles in the Agudas Israel bulletin demand a reply from this member. I am a
relatively new member of the community having moved to Saskatoon in 2013. I consider
myself a ‘liberal’ Jew in thinking and practice.
I believe in knowing about as many mitzvot
as I can but fundamentally believe each Jewish person has the autonomy to decide which
mitzvot resonate and which mitzvot need not
be followed in today’s society.
I also question the views of many in our
community and others to unreservedly agree
with everything done by the Government of Israel. I am one member who does not think our
Prime Minister and his government staunch
support for current Israeli policies does anything to enhance the chances for peace in the
Middle East. I also think this government’s
open hostility to Hamas has the same results.

Like many Jews I am appalled at some parts of
Hamas’ charter. But my understanding when
they become government of Gaza it was the
result of a free election.
Israel says it has difficulty negotiating with
an organization’s whose aim is Israel’s destruction as a Jewish state. Hamas and other groups
say they won’t negotiate with the ‘Zionist enemy’. Yet we all know negotiations do occur.
Maybe a little less rhetoric would be an initial
step towards better understanding.
A few months ago, as reported in the bulletin
our congregation had the Israeli ambassador
to Canada speak at a Shabbat service. Those
who read the bulletin’s report of the presentation will recall a congregant (who was me)
asking about an idea that peace will only come
when each side accepts (not agrees with) the

legitimacy of the other’s narrative. The bulletin accurately reports the ambassador avoided
fully answering the question. In a nutshell he
demonstrated why peace is so hard to achieve.
As a Diaspora Jew I hope the upcoming
Israeli elections result in a government more
committed to a real peace where Israelis and
Palestinians can live as neighbours. I certainly,
based on past records hope there is a new
Prime Minister heading up any post-election
government.
The other article was our Rabbi’s article in
the latest bulletin about continuing ‘minyan’
difficulties. I know something about the origin
of the 10 member minimum attendance at a
service so mourners can say Kaddish and community prayers can be said. But I also know

January 17, 2015
The Bulletin
Congregation Agudas Israel
Dear Editor Steven,
Many thanks to Mirka Pollak, to Congregation
Agudas Israel and to you for bring the late
Vicktor A. Pollak`s memoirs `With the Star
of David Through the Theresienstadt Hell`to
all the congregational members.
The very astute reminiscences succeed in
bring to our attention yet another illustrious
member. Not only is the book another vivid
description of life under the horrific Nazi
regime, it is a lovely surprise.
Viktor Pollak was not only an internationally
acclaimed scientist, but a gifted writer.
Once again, thanks to all those responsible
and my best wishes to Mirka.

John Gormley at B’nai Brith
meeting discussing free speech

Glady Rose
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continued on page 15

Editorial
by Steven Goluboff

FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY
The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel

Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home committed

to deepening the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in the
In recent months,
historical traditions of the Jewish people. We are a progressive, democratic and sensitive conthere have seen sevgregation responding to the widest spectrum of Jewish thought and practice.
eral events and trends
Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel
that have confronted
MAZEL TOV AND CONGRATULATIONS TO:
the Jewish world and
Steven and Leila Goluboff on the engagement of their daughter Shaina, to Adam
thereby make us think
Hnatyshyn, son of David and Elaine Hnatyshyn.
about what the reality
Allen Ponak and Daphne Taras who became grandparents
might be in our small community in Saskatoon.
to Matthew and Melina Ponak’s son Orion, born in Boulder,
The obvious Jewish-directed targeted attacks
Colorado.
in Paris and Copenhagen and the marked inAllen
Ponak,
President-elect
of the US-based National Academy
crease in anti-Semitic rhetoric in Europe cause
of
Arbitrators,
who
celebrated
his 65th birthday in November by
us some degree of anxiety and concern. More
getting
high,
in
the
Himalayas.
Starting
from Darjeeling, Allen and
recently we have heard the Somali terrorist
a friend walked 14 days to the base camp of Kangchenjunga, the
group Al-Shabab threaten to attack Jewishworld’s third highest mountain. Most of the trek was above 4000
owned malls in North America, the West
metres
(13,000 feet. They were supported by Sherpas, cooks, and
Edmonton Mall and the Mall of the Americas
seven yaks.
in Minneapolis. Needless to say, the actions
Ido
and
Ayelet
our
Shlichim
of
of ISIS and the threats emanating from Iran,
2010-2012
on
the
birth
of
their
Hezbollah and Hamas should cause us concern
second child, Carmel, a sister to Ora who was born in
for the safety of the State of Israel. Some might
Saskatoon.
think that President Obama is soft on Iran and
naïve about the threat it poses. On the other Joel Bernbaum who has received the Urjo Kareda Residency
hand, the leading contender for the Prime Min- Grant for Emerging Artists at the Taragon Theatre in Toronto.
(see Page 15 for details.)
ister of Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu is poised
to speak to the US Congress and potentially
CONDOLENCES TO:
compromise a long standing and important
Geoffrey
Katz, on the death of his father Leon Katz, in Ottawa.
relationship with the United States. Israel’s
Albert
and
Rhoda
Broudy
on the death of their son Harry Broudy, and brother to
elections are imminent and with far too many
Sandy
and
Deborah,
on
November
27th in Melfort, Saskatchewan. (correction from
parties hoping for a piece of the action, its “suJanuary February Bulletin)
per-democracy” might just result in yet another
Mark and Wendy Ditlove and family on the recent death of their sister-in-law, Ruthie
election in future months. Clearly, leadership
Golumbia.
or its absence may be at the heart of what ails
Ruth Horlick,
our world. Do we need to be concerned here in Jonathon, Andrew, Alan and Simon Horlick on the death of their mother
st
wife
of
the
late
Dr.
Louis
Horlick,
on
February
21
.
Saskatoon? One would hope and think not. We
have not had reason to be particularly paranoid
Wish List for the Synagogue: Donations for these items are gratefully accepted.
or worried about our own safety. On the other
1. Parochet for the Sanctuary
hand, we have already witnessed in Canada
2. A few new Chaggim Torah covers
the emergence of “home grown” terrorism, in
3. New curtain to block off the Sanctuary
Ottawa and in Quebec. Steve McDonald in his
4. Sofa set for the Shlichim apartment
CIJA column on page 8 amplifies these issues
of security “at home and abroad”. We have
worked hard in our multicultural environment come a new columnist joining the Bulletin a plethora a great and interesting learning and
to cultivate good relations with our Chris- team and that is Veronica Klein, the National enjoying opportunities. Just look through the
tian and Muslim neighbours. Our upcoming Director of Young Leadership and Director of Bulletin and see what is happening, from the
Holocaust Memorial Service in early May will Coast to Coast Israel and Overseas for Jewish Rabbi’s study classes to the incredibly rich
again attract thousands of guests to our student Federations of Canada-UIA. Veronica can be a expression of Israeli cinema, some of the best
presentations and major service on May 3rd , resource particularly for our younger members in the world. Our Shlichim, Lauri and Itai have
supportive and interested in that tragic part of to cultivate future leadership in the Saskatoon profound insight into Israeli life, youth, poliour history. In spite of our comfort, we must Jewish Community. We look forward to her tics, cinema and much more. Take advantage
still be vigilant and sensitive to threat. Yes, we articles and to a visit to Saskatoon. On more of them and participate in the programs they
should have the doors of our synagogue locked positive notes, the next few months bring forth have created and developed.
and we should be aware of strangers. In addition to those threats, we face more immediate
THE BULLETIN
risk to our own future vitality, the same risks
Editor-in-Chief...................... Steven Goluboff
Issues/Year.....................................................6
and concerns shared by most smaller Jewish
Youth Editor...................... Mayah Holtslander
If you are happy with the Bulletin and enjoy readcommunities across Canada, and that is future
Advertising Manager......................Ron Gitlin
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Circulation Manager.................Myla Deptuch
issue or $130/year). Contact Steven Goluboff or
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Layout & Graphic Design........... Janet Eklund
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in FolkFest because no one came forward to
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Person to Person

by Marsha Scharfstein, President, CAI

“I believe that one of the most important things to learn in life is that you can make a difference in your
community no matter who you are or where you live.”				
- Rosalynn Carter
I have been very fortunate these past couple of months. Our youngest, Jennifer, came
home from Israel in mid January to be part
of Becky’s wedding…and stayed on until
March. I haven’t had the opportunity to have
her here this long in several years and I am
very grateful for the reconnect. I didn’t realize
how much I missed having my whole family
surrounding me until it was back! And how
much I will miss it when she goes back to her
life in Israel.
We have been busy… planning and attending Becky and Cormac’s wedding, where Sean
(the perfect grandchild) stole the show… a
girls (and Sean) trip to Phoenix… planning
Jen’s wedding for this summer… and of
course the usual… work, Sean time, family.
What a wonderful way to get through the long,
dark, cold Saskatchewan winter!
Now, spring is promising to arrive in the
not too distant future. Jen is leaving soon
and I will be looking for ways to fill the void.

Lucky for me the community has a multitude
of events planned that are sure to keep me…
and any others who wish to join… busy and
happy.
First on the list is the Purim Family Carnival. This will be Wednesday March 4 from
5-7pm. We have cancelled Hebrew School
that day so thatthe children have time to get
their costumes on and come to the Megillah
Reading. We will be having a Potluck Dinner
after the service as well as songs and activities.
The community Pesach Seder this year will
be on the First Night April 3. This event is
always a wonderful evening, but we do need
many volunteers to make it happen. As we all
know, Pesach requires much preparation and
although the evening always looks flawless,
there are a lot of hours of cleaning and preparing beforehand. Please consider giving us
a few of your hours to lighten the work load.
The Holocaust committee is already hard
at work creating an even bigger event than

we have seen before.
Although this will be in
early May, it still needs
many volunteer hours.
The sooner the committee knows how many
people they can count on to help, the better.
Silver Spoon Dinner on May 11th is selling
tickets on Picatic.com right now. Please get
your tickets soon as we are anticipating a sellout…and also commit to helping with set up
that day, picking up prizes, and the multitude
of other jobs that need to be done.
Thank goodness I will not have time to miss
Jennifer. There is too much going on at the
Center…and I didn’t even talk about the many
Adult Education classes you could come to
just for fun… Intro to Judaism, Hebrew Language, Judaism in the 21st Century, Breakfast
Club, Discussions about the upcoming Israeli
Elections…

Divrei Harav – Rabbi Claudio’s Message
The Importance of Advice

by Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky

From time to time I met the Children of Israel after the Exodus, criticism there is not much room to grow as
like to go to our library he saw his son-in-law serving as a judge and human beings.
Yitro teaches us a very important virtue. He
and look for old books all the people waiting for him from morning
and records from our until evening. He became concerned, and realized that he had a responsibility to help
congregation. It gives respectfully approached Moses: “You and others grow, sharing his views in a respectful
me the possibility to learn about our history these people who come to you will only wear way. He felt he had even the obligation to go
and to hear the wisdom of our leaders from yourselves out. The work is too heavy for you; and talk to Moses because he cared about him.
the past. It’s an enriching opportunity when I you cannot handle it alone.  Listen now to He thought he could not stand idly when his
can sit quietly and “talk” with the founders of me and I will give you some advice, and may son-in-law could be harmed by a bad practice
our Synagogue and the Rabbis that preceded God be with you.” (Ex. 18:18-19). Then Yitro that he did not realize wasn’t good. Yitro
me. And it was in that context that a couple suggested creating a more efficient judicial teaches us that when you are part of a relationof weeks ago I was looking into old editions system, appointing small courts with a judge ship, with a friend, relative or leader, giving
of our Bulletin and I found a beautiful article for groups of ten people, judges for groups your feedback is positive and necessary, it is
written by Rabbi Roger Pavey Z”L. In his of one hundred and others for groups of a an obligation derived from the very definition
column, Rabbi Pavey wanted to teach his con- thousand. That way only the most important of a relationship. In the words of our Rabbis:
gregants that a Rabbi, like any other human cases will be judged by Moses himself. Moses “Love unaccompanied by criticism is not love
being, has essential needs which are required was grateful for the counsel he received and at all” (Midrash Genesis Rabbah 54:3).
But we all know that this is not easy. We
in order to grow as a person and be profes- decided to implement it.
Yitro’s advice is a good example of what I are sometimes afraid of how our friends will
sionally successful. Unfortunately, he wrote,
congregational leaders are often so focused think Rabbi Pavey Z”L wanted to convey. In react and we are worried that our relationon the needs of their congregants that there this case, receiving feedback and constructive ships could become damaged. Maybe she
is little space to reflect about what they need criticism was essential for Moses to succeed will become upset? Perhaps he may think I
as a leader. And we can say the same about am being arrogant? So we frequently remain
for the fulfillment of their goals.
Coincidentally, the week when I read that today’s Rabbis, community leaders and volun- silent and we choose to follow our fears, not
article it was the week of Parashat Yitro, teers: We all need other’s feedback and advice realizing that we are losing the opportunity
when we learn about the advice Moses in order to improve what we were called to to help someone whom we respect and love,
received from his father-in-law on how to do. And the lesson applies for our personal
continued on page 17
administer justice efficiently. When Yitro lives too: Without our friends’ advice and
This page is sponsored by Dr. Alan Rosenberg & Dr. Lesley-Ann Crone and family
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A Message from Dr. Ralph Shedletsky & Linda Kislowicz
Jewish Federations of Canada - UIA stands in solidarity with
Denmark and the Danish Jewish community.
Jewish Federations of Canada - UIA is
shocked and saddened after recent attacks on
the Krystalgade Synagogue and the cultural
center in Copenhagen that left two people
dead - including Dan Uzan, a Jewish volunteer
security guard at the synagogue - and five
others injured.
We send our deepest condolences to the
family of Dan Uzan and that of the other
victim. We wish those injured a quick return
to full health.
Prime Minister of Denmark Helle Thorn-

ing-Schmidt stated:
“When you mercilessly fire deadly bullets
at innocent people taking part in a debate,
when you attack the Jewish community, you
attack our democracy. We will do everything
possible to protect our Jewish community.”
Just as we were following last month’s
murderous acts in France, the Canadian Jewish community is horrified by the violence and
hatred being inflicted on Jewish people and
Jewish institutions in Europe.
These disturbing anti-semitic trends must

be condemned and addressed by Jewish leaders in communities across the globe. These
acts of violence impact the Jewish people
on a global scale, threatening our ability to
practice our religion and culture in peace
and comfort.
The Canadian Jewish community and
Jewish Federations of Canada - UIA stand in
solidarity with the Jewish people of Denmark.

THANK YOU TO ALL HAVE GENEROUSLY DONATED TO OUR 2014 RECORD
BREAKING UIA CAMPAIGN, WHICH RAISED OVER $138,OOO FOR THE WORK
UIA DOES IN ISRAEL, WORLD-WIDE AND IN SASKATOON

June Avivi
Mel Bernbaum
B’nai Brith Lodge 739
Jenny Bowbowky
Albert and Rhoda Broudy
Bruce and Tamara Buckwold
Richard and Carol Buckwold
Bruce Cameron
Cindy Cohen
Mirek Cygler and Sarah Liebman
Joe and Karen Dawson
Mark and Wendy Ditlove
Matthew Ditlove

Janet Erikson
Les and Heather Fenyes
Ron and Jan Gitlin
Nicky and Josh Gitlin
Steven and Leila Goluboff
Sarah Goluboff
Shaina Goluboff
Saul Gonor
Gerry and Diane Greenblat
Zara Gurstein
Simonne Horwitz
Perry and Jordana Jacobson
Claudio and Rosi Jordorkovsky

David and Susanne Kaplan
Randy and Shirley Katzman
David and Susan Katzman
Pauline Laimon
Michael Levine
Zoe Litman
Justine Pearl
Burna Purkin
Alan and Lesley-Ann Rosenberg
Gladys Rose
Jack Sandbrand
Dale Sands
Bruce and Robin Sasko
Briane and Lenny Scharfstein
Grant and Marsha Scharfstein
Jim and Jan Scharfstein
Michael Scharfstein
Seth and Susan Shacter
Dan Shapiro and Marie Lanoo
Sherwood and Elaine Sharfe
Kevin Sharfe
Arnie and Linda Shaw
Michael Shaw
Jack and Bev Shiffman
Harold and Lisa Shiffman
Rebecca and Steven Simpson
Barry Singer
Jeff Stein
Barry Slawsky
Robert and Sandra Stromberg
David Stromberg
Jeff Stromberg
Alison Stromberg
Daphne Taras and Allen Ponak
Vaughn Wyant
Leona Wasserman

This Page is Sponsored by the United Israel Appeal of Canada
This page is sponsored by the Saskatchewan Jewish Council
5

Hadassah-WIZO News

CHW is Canada’s leading Jewish women’s philanthropic organization. Founded
in 1917, CHW is non-political, volunteer driven and funds a multitude of programs
and projects for Children, Healthcare and Women in Israel and Canada.
by Linda Shaw
I hope you all are having a good winter.
I’m writing this article on a sunny (albeit
-20*) Family Day and thinking about how
incredibly lucky I am to have such a terrific
family. I’m also very fortunate to belong to a
wonderful family-like community and to be
part of the huge family of Canadian HadassahWIZO. We don’t meet very often but our
CHW chapter consists of awesome ladies all
working towards the dream of making the
world a better place. You can’t top that!
Soon you will be receiving letters from
CHW National Office launching our 2015
Annual Campaign. Please take a look at
the material, learn about the many projects in
Canada & Israel that CHW supports and then
please make your contribution knowing that
your donation is truly making a difference
thousands of lives. Saskatoon donors have
been amazingly generous in past and I trust
you’ll want to continue your support again
this year. Thank you so much.
To launch our Annual Campaign locally
and to celebrate “Springtime in Saskatoon”,
we will be holding our Pre-Pesach Spring
Tea on Sunday, March 22nd from 2 – 4
p.m. at the home of Leona Wasserman -210
Smoothstone Crescent. Along with the tea and
goodies, we will be serving up an interesting
program (food-related). We have invited the
director of CHEP Good Food Inc. to tell us
about the programs CHEP is providing in
the community. What started as education
about healthy food for children has expanded
immensely into help for children, seniors,
garden-planters, aboriginal outreach etc., etc..
Our congratulations go out to Mr. T.J.

Accounting & Auditing
Estate Planning
Management Consulting
Business Valuations

Smith, the winner of this year’s “Jewish
Dinner for Eight”. We made the draw at the
Sisterhood Shabbat Family Dinner on January 16th. Thank you to everyone who sold and
bought the raffle tickets. The Smiths haven’t
picked a date to hold the dinner yet but I know
when the time comes, our chapter will provide
him with a sumptuous feast to remember.
A big “Thank You” to Jan Gitlin for educating us about the Saskatchewan Human Rights
Commission at our last chapter meeting at my
house in January. It was a bitterly cold morning but many hardy women came out to learn
about the Commission and the interesting and
important work it’s doing in our province.
I think the women would have kept her all
afternoon with their questions if they hadn’t
had to worry about their cars starting.
Silver Spoon Dinner was an important
subject of discussion at the January meeting.
It’s our 25th Anniversary and we’re excited!

Annual
Pre-Pesach /
Spring Tea

Response to our guest speaker, Alan Thicke,
has been good. Prizes and sponsorships are
already coming in. Although the Silver Spoon
Dinner isn’t happening until Monday, May
11th, we have already sold over 700 tickets.
Get yours soon. At the meeting we agreed to
continue to support Saskatoon Interval House
and Ronald McDonald House and to sponsor
a Silver Spoon Dinner room at Ronald McDonald House. Silver Spoon is our biggest and
most lucrative project so be sure to volunteer
to help in any way you can.
We are keen to invite Claudia Goldman, the
new CHW National President, to come to Saskatoon. Unfortunately she wasn’t available
at the end of March as we suggested but she
has agreed to come for our opening meeting in
the fall. With the Spring Tea, Pesach and the
Silver Spoon Dinner, it’s looking like a busy
enough few months ahead already.
Happy Passover to you all.

HADASSAH CARDS
• Sympathy card to Cam and
Sherry King on the loss of Pauline
from Linda and Arnie Shaw.

At the home of
Leona Wasserman
210 Smoothstone Crescent

• Sympathy card to
Wendy and Mark
Ditlove on the loss of
Ruthie Bondar from
Jennifer and Jeff
Hessleson

Sunday, March 21st
At 2:00 p.m.

Program : CHEP – Good
Food Inc.

HEBREW SCHOOL
SENIOR CLASS TIKKUN
OLAM PROJECT

Financial Planning
Mergers & Acquisitions
Income Tax Returns
Corporate Tax Returns

The senior students in the Hebrew School
are collecting bottles for a community
Tikkum Olam project.
Please bring bottles to the synagogue,
preferably rinsed, or call Rosie at
306-715-7507 who will arrange to
have them picked up. Thank you.

Saskatoon
Regina
Tel: (306) 653-6100
Tel: (306) 522-6500
Website www.virtusgroup.ca

This Page is Sponsored by Saskatoon Hadassah WIZO
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Obituary - Ruth L. Hood Horlick, S.O.M.
Born September 25, 1919 in Toronto and
raised in Gananoque, Ontario, died February
21, 2015, in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. Ruth
was the eldest child of Garfield G. Hood and
Caroline M. Hood, and elder sister to George
M. Hood and John E. Hood, all of whom predeceased her. Ruth’s husband, Louis Horlick,
O.C., S.O.M. died in Saskatoon on October
23, 2012. Ruth is survived by her four sons,
their wives and children: Jonathan and his wife
Kathi; Andrew and his wife Anne and their
children, Sarah, Sam, Simon and Jay; Allan
and his former wife Anna, and their children,
Leah and Nicholas; and Simon and his wife
Margo, and their children, Zoe and Abby.
Ruth grew up in the heart of the Canadian
Thousand Islands on the St. Lawrence River
and the experiences and friendships acquired

by Dale Sands

there shaped her life. Ruth earned a BA in
French, English and Politics from Queen’s
University in 1941. Known as “Steamer
Hood” for her strong skating skills honed on
the frozen St. Lawrence, Ruth was a defensive
stalwart on the 1939 Queen’s women’s hockey
team, wrote for the Queen’s Journal campus
newspaper, was President of the Levana Society and received the Queen’s Tricolour Award
for her involvement in university activities.
After graduation from Queen’s, Ruth worked
in Ottawa for the Bank of Canada and then
entered the Montreal General Hospital School
of Nursing in 1944 graduating with her R.N.
in 1947. Pursuing her interest in psychiatric
nursing, Ruth worked at the Colorado Psychopathic Institute from 1947-49 and at Chestnut
Lodge near Washington D.C. from 1949-52.

Ruth married Dr. Louis
Horlick in 1952
in Montreal,
Quebec. Their
upbringing and
family circumstances could not
have been more different, yet they enjoyed
60 years of happy marriage. In 1954, Ruth
and Louis left Montreal for Saskatoon, where
Louis joined the new Medical College at the
University of Saskatchewan. Except for sabbatical years spent with Louis and the boys at
the National Institute of Health in Washington
D.C. in 1962 and Stanford University in 1976,
continued on page 18

Psalm 81: Psalm for Thursday

The prophet Asaph
links the festival of
Rosh Hashanah to the
Geulah( redemption)
of our ancestors from
slavery. According to
the commentary on
this Psalm, the redemption started on Rosh
Hashanah even though freedom did not come
until the month of Nissan six months later.
Apparently Joseph was miraculously released
from prison and elevated to Viceroy on Rosh
Hashanah. We are also reminded that it was on
the fifth day of creation that birds and fish were
created. These first few verses also remind us
that an earthly king ascends to his throne with
much fanfare and majestic music which should
remind us to celebrate the King of Kings with
the same or more energy especially with the
Shofar.
I am going to insert a couple of sentences
from another translation that don’t show up
in our Siddur which really add to the beauty
of this Psalm
VS. 1 For the musician on the “gittis” a
mizmor by Aspah.
VS. 2 Sing with joy to God, our strength;
shout with gladness to the God of Jacob.
VS. 3 Strike up a melody, sound the timbrel;
play sweet tones on harp and lyre with the stirring melody of a ten-tone bag-pipe.
VS. 4 Sound the shofar on the New Moon,
on the full moon for our festive day.
VS. 5 It is the law for the people Israel, the
God of Jacob sits in judgment.
VS. 6. He ordained it as a decree for Joseph
when rose against the land of Egypt. (when he
became charged with going out over the land

of Egypt). This is a truer statement of his mission in the bracketed verse.
The commentary on this verse states that
Joseph encountered a language problem upon
his promotion. He didn’t know the local language and God sent the angel Rafael in secret
to teach it to him.
VS. 7 (Joseph had said) then I heard a voice
I never knew: “I removed the burden from
your shoulder, your hands were freed from
the load.”
The next few verses are a mix of disappointment, rebuke, and hope. Hashem had hoped
for gratitude after the liberation but as we can
read in the Torah what he got was complaints
and disloyalty. Hashem does give Yisrael a
strong rebuke for their failure to adhere to the
Torah especially the first two commandments.
Further on in this section Asaph uses poetic
license to describe Hashem’s emotions and his
own observations.
VS. 8 “When you called in distress I rescued you; unseen, I answered you in thunder.
I tested your faith in the wilderness.” (The
waters of Marah Exodus 15:24, 25) Three
days after Mi Khamokha and Miriam and the
women sang the Song of the Sea.
VS. 9 Hear this warning, My people; Israel,
if you would only listen:
VS. 10 You shall have no strange god among
you; you shall not worship an alien god.
VS. 11. I am your God who brought you
up out of Egypt; open your mouth wide and
I will fill it.
VS. 12 But My people did not listen, Israel
would have none of me.
VS. 13 So I gave them over to their stubbornness, I let them follow their own devices.

VS. 14 If only my people would listen to
Me, if the people Israel would walk in my
ways
VS. 15 then I would soon subdue their foes
and strike out at their oppressors.
Asaph makes a short commentary about
Hashem and Israel then Hashem responds in
the very last verse.
VS. 16 Enemies of the Lord shall be humbled; their doom shall be eternal.
VS 17 But you would I feed the richest
wheat
VS. 18 with honey from the rock I would
satisfy you.

This page is sponsored by Naomi Rose and Stan Sinai of Toronto.
7

My People

by Adam Hering, Vice President of Hillel Saskatoon
They say you don’t
know what you’ve got
‘til it’s gone. Well,
that makes it hard to
appreciate something
you’ve always had.
For me that was the
Jewish community. I grew up in it. And
though I’ve moved cities more than a couple
times, it’s always been there for me. I grew
up in Edmonton, and as I kid I always just assumed that everyone had something like that.
It’s not as if I thought everyone was Jewish,
just that for people who weren’t, they would
all just find community elsewhere. It wasn’t
until recently that I started to understand how
wrong I was.
I moved to Saskatoon in September of
2014 for grad school. I quickly found my way

to Hillel and felt immediately welcomed by
this tight knit group of young Jewish people
my age in Saskatoon. That year I also participated in an amazing program for young
progressives called NextUp, which became
another source of new friends, stimulating discussion, and abundant learning opportunities.
During an icebreaker session in NextUp we
each took turns telling others about ourselves.
One question we were asked was “Who are
your people?” For me this was an easy question. I’m Jewish. The Jewish people are my
people. However, watching others struggle to
answer this question really opened my eyes to
how rare the strong sense of community and
identity that Judaism provides.
I’ve been extremely lucky for someone
my age to have seen many places in my short
28 years, and almost everywhere I’ve gone I

have been welcomed into homes and hearts of
Jewish people. From Auckland New Zealand
to Kalamazoo Michigan, Sydney Australia
to Mayerthorpe Alberta, I’ve met, connected
with, and often even stayed with strangers,
simply because we had that one thing in
common. Once, when I lived in Mayerthorpe,
I picked up a young couple who were hitchhiking on the side of the road. After hearing
their Israeli accents, I invited them back to
my home. They ended up staying with me
for a few days and then came hiking in the
mountains with my dog and I. Everyone at
work thought I was out of my mind to leave
strangers at my house while I went to work
and it dawned on me that they just couldn’t
understand how I could have an instant connection with a stranger because they had never
experienced anything like it.
continued on page 16

CIJA: Paris Attacks Highlight Security
Issues at Home and Abroad

by Steve McDonald, Assistant Director of Communications - CIJA
The horrific antisemitic attack at the
Hyper Cacher (Super Kosher) store
in Paris in January has naturally increased
anxiety within the Canadian Jewish community. How could it not? France is a country that prides itself on liberty, democracy,
openness, and progress. Who would have
thought that such a country would have to
post nearly 9,000 police and soldiers outside
Jewish schools? For that matter, who would
have thought that – seventy years after the
liberation of Auschwitz – Jews would feel
such insecurity in Western Europe?

It must be noted that the French government and most of broader society has shown
solidarity with the country’s 600,000 Jews,
as seen in the deployment of security forces
and unequivocal statements from leaders denouncing antisemitism. Nevertheless, many
French Jews have chosen to relocate their
families to countries like the UK, the US,
Canada and, of course, Israel.
Statistics from the Jewish Agency show
that, in 2014 alone, a record-breaking 7,000
French Jews made aliyah and a further 50,000
requested information about immigrating
to the Jewish state. Natan Sharansky, Chair
of the Jewish Agency, estimated that 70%

of French Jews leaving the country have
chosen Israel. Following the Hyper Cacher
attack, he projected that the number of olim
(immigrants) from France would double in
2015 – reaching some 15,000.
It is heartbreaking to consider the difficult
choice many French Jews are now facing. It
is all too easy to say “they should just leave”
without putting oneself in the shoes of those
who have built a thriving Jewish community
in France. As an ardent Zionist, I am among
the first to applaud those around the world
who choose aliyah, but we should not be
dismissive of the very rational, complex, and
compelling reasons some Jews want to stay in
continued on page 16
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Pricey Tuition

by Itai Bar
We live in a crazy
world. It’s not just a
saying; it’s the truth
from a lot of perspectives. This saying gets
more credibility every
night when we watch
the Israeli evening news on the Channel 2
website. Every night there are at least 4-5
news items about the coming elections and
the different campaigns that the parties are
running. Different surveys show different
results; one shows that it’s the (center) left
who is on the higher ground and the others
show that it’s the right. In between those
items there are interviews with politicians
from both sides. Some of them are using the
precious screen time to bash their opponents
on national television, some choose to focus
on themselves and glorify their achievements.
There are a few common patterns if you know
how to recognize them, and since Laurie and
I are “heavy users” of Israeli politics we can
almost predict the exact words before the
interviewed politician speaks. This is not a
unique quality among Israelis. Why? One
might think that it’s because we’ve been
through so many election campaigns just in
the past decade (three, the fourth is less than
a month away) that it’s really hard not to
know what is going to happen. Most Israelis
consume news on a daily basis. In most cases
they watch/listen/read the news a few times
a day, so that it’s only fair to assume they/
we have the ability to predict those repetitive
messages made by politicians. The few rare
Israelis who are not chasing the news can’t
escape the slogans and billboard signs that are
abundant in the public sphere, which means
they are exposed to the same messages. If you
were ever in Israel during elections you know
what we are talking about. It really is crazy.
We take the democratic game fairly seriously.
A new trend in recent election campaigns is

to try and get the young votes in the image of
12th grade students. They just turned 18 and
are now in possession of a voter’s certificate.
They might be too young to order a beer here
in Saskatchewan, but in Israel they are old
enough to vote and soon to be drafted into
the army, and hope, that their vote won’t
backfire on them when they are wearing khaki
uniforms. So what does this trend mean? Well,
in order to get the young votes, the different
parties are going above and beyond what is really campaign-wise. Wait, have no confusion,
this is not a campaign tactic, rather a special
strategy. In the political game in Israel, you,
as a head of a party, would obviously want to
create the widest circle of supporters around
you. Now bear in mind that unlike Canada and
the USA, in Israel, there is more competition
on seats in parliament than any other democracy in the world. For example, 34 different
parties were competing for 120 seats in the last
elections, a record in Israeli political history. Is
it a positive record? I believe not. Now back
to the circle of the supporters issue; what the
parties are trying to achieve by approaching the 12th graders is something that can be
largely described as political indoctrination.
Hold your horses; every modern society does
it so in that case Israel isn’t different. The
thing that makes this whole issue interesting
is the actual way this type of education is being implemented in Israel. While watching
the news the other day we saw how political
activists from all parties participate in some
sort of election fairs that are happening within
the school borders. They call it a ‘democratic
carnival’. There the kids are exposed directly
to the people responsible for their future. The
politicians and their activists are approaching
high school students with slogans and generic
sayings, adjusting their minds to the common
political discourse in Israel of current times.
Unfortunately this is a very shallow discourse;
no difficult questions are being asked. It is
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literally a battle of slogans, whoever brings the
catchiest and simplest phrase wins the teenagers’ hearts. The argument barely penetrates
the slogans: “we are the only party that won’t
divide Jerusalem”, “we won’t sell your vote
to the extreme right”, these are just examples
of sayings thrown at the 12th graders. They
are very generic and simplistic. Another side
to that is there are some parties which take a
more pragmatic approach and give promises
like lowering the tax of a vehicle road test. For
the kids it sounds wonderful because that is
something they can relate to easily. Although
they are young they are already aware of the
financial difficulty that goes together with living in the holy land. At their young age they
already know that the real world is crazy and
tough and that money plays an important part.
Their logic tells them that every tax payment
they can get rid of will be beneficial to their
future financial state. Watching that carnival
made me a bit restless, especially seeing the
kids’ reactions to populist promises. They
are very honest kids; their honesty brings out
sayings like: “Israel is a Jewish state and as
one we don’t need the Arabs here”. Also “I’ll
vote for the person who will fight terror”,
they are saying it 12 months before they will
be the ones who are protecting the borders or
attacking a target. Trust me, when those are
your boots on the ground your perspective
changes a fair bit. It’s impossible to blame the
politicians for trying something that has been
proved effective. The question as always is the
price or the tuition if we want to be articulate.
What is the price of educating a generation
that doesn’t ask hard questions? This is a
generation that most of its individuals accept
the reality as it’s presented to them without
questioning the presenters. It’s not that I support the growing of a suspicious, doubtful
type of youth, not at all. I would like to find
a better location for the Israeli youth on the
sarcastic – naïve spectrum. At the moment
they are standing on the naïve side when they
confront power and on the sarcastic side when
kindness and generosity are needed. There is a
lot more to say about this blend of education
and politics and both of us would love to chat
with any on you who would be interested.
Now, in order to finish on a positive note it’s
possible to say that the situation described
above is still reparable. All we need is that
future MK’s who will not think strategy in
regard to their current campaign but redirect
the strategy thinking towards a better democratic society and more aware civilians. Now
I sound naïve, heck, maybe it’s true.
See you next time.
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From The Moral and Spiritual Values of Judaism:
Avodah
by the late Rabbi Roger Pavey
The following is
another essay from
Moral and Spiritual
Values, the unpublished work of the
same title by the late Rabbi Roger Pavey.
Avodah
This Hebrew word has a delightful and insightful ambiguity. On the one hand, it means
simply “work”, ordinary physical labour. But
on the other hand, it means a very specific
sense of “work”: worship. The ambiguity is
reflected in the Greek word that comes into
English as “liturgy”.
Ordinary physical labour is to be seen as in
some sense an act of worship in itself. Human labour has an inherent dignity, a moral
worth. Worship of God is therefore part of
the ordinary and the everyday. At one stroke,
the distinction between secular and holy is
abolished. From the Jewish point of view,
Jesus got it wrong: there is no way to give
to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what
is God’s, for there is no difference between
the two domains. Religion is not what one
does at a special time in a special place: it is
weaving eternity into the everyday. However,
the two domains are not merged: underlying
both, there is a single category, service of the
other/Other. Consider Psalm 24: “Adonai ha
arets umeloah” / To God belongs the earth
and everything in it. We must make another
distinction. Not only is the Jewish view different from that of Christianity, it is also different from that of Islam. Although the word
connotes a servant, often as slave, Judaism
does not see the human as slave to God, fully
submitted to God’s will, as does Islam, which
means submission to God. Judaism does not

require submission to the inscrutable divine,
but willing acceptance of responsibility to
serve both divine and human, acknowledging
the dignity and value of both. For avodah is
both secular and religious, ordinary physical
labour and liturgical worship, in equal partnership of both.
The medieval Jewish commentator Menahem b. Shelomoh ha Meiri says: “Even the
rich must engage in some worthwhile work
and not be idle, for idleness leads to terrible
sin.” We might remember here the English
proverb, “The Devil makes work for idle
hands.” There is an earlier Talmudic precept:
“Flay carcasses in the market place to make a
living.” Don’t say, “I am a great man and this
work is beneath me.” Judaism accepts fully
the Biblical curse, “Only by hard labour shall
you eat all the days of your life.” (Gn.31:17b)
It follows from the ambivalence of the
Hebrew term that work, labour should be
combined with worship, liturgy, as complementary aspects of avodah. The Talmud says,
“Wonderful is study of Torah if it is combined
with ordinary work, for doing both puts sin
out of mind. Study of Torah, separated from
ordinary work, will eventually come to be
neglected, and there will be cause to sin.”
(PA 2:2)
Avodah zarah
This, the technical Hebrew term for idolatry, literally means strange avodah. Idolatry
is the ultimate sin in Jewish thinking. It
corresponds to the Islamic term, ”shirk” and
means much the same. It is putting anything
in the place of God. It goes far beyond making physical images and worshipping them,
though to the mind of the original creators of
the text of the Bible, it certainly does mean
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that. When, for example, the people in the
desert arrive at Mt. Sinai, and their leader Moses goes up the mountain to consult directly
with the God who has brought them out from
Egypt, they become demoralized. So soon
after they had trusted him and his God and
had experienced their redemption, they are
now deserted by Moses who has disappeared
on this mountain, ostensibly to consult his
God on their behalf. Bereft and confused,
their trust in this new invisible God seemingly
betrayed, lost and alone in a desert, they turn
back to the comfort of the known. They urge
the brother of Moses, Aaron, to make them an
idol in the form of the Apis bull that they had
known in Egypt and that the redactor of the
story knew in the form of the Canaanite Baal.
Their rapid defection from the Yahweh cult
results in an outbreak of the divine anger and
the consequent destruction of the golden calf
image together with many of the people who
had relapsed into the worship of the familiar
animal-form God. The whole generation is
to be excluded from entry into the Promised
Land. (Ex.32)
This story reflects what most people understand by the term “idolatry:, the making of
physical images of deity that are worshipped,
either directly as divinity itself, or indirectly
as symbols of that divinity. Literally, the Ten
Commandments makes it clear that prohibition of making such images applies to both
three-dimensional sculpture (“pesel” in Hebrew) and to two-dimensional representation
(“temunah” in Hebrew).
However, it is unlikely that humankind has
ever been quite so unsophisticated as to think
that divinity resides in the image as such; after
all, they made it and are fully aware that they
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Seeking Young Leadership

by Veronica Klein, National Director of Young Leadership
Director of Coast to Coast Israel and Overseas
Jewish Federations of Canada-UIA
When I was eight
years old, there was
a day at school where
students who belonged
to the local Brownie or
Boy Scout troupes could dress in their uniforms. Well, let me tell you that when I saw
the girls wearing their brown skirts, yellow
blouses, berets and badges, I knew I wanted
to join them! I ran home to tell my mother
that I wanted to join Brownies, she said that
she’d prefer it if I joined a Jewish group. Being eight years old, all I heard was “no, you
cannot be a Brownie”. The reason - that it was
not Jewish - meant “bad” to me. I was crushed.
Fast forward four years later to when I attended my first year of Jewish summer camp.
I was hooked. Suddenly Jewish wasn’t so bad
after all. In fact, it was actually pretty great.
I met my best friends at camp. I learned how
to sing Hatikvah. I gained leadership skills,
independence and a new found confidence.
My connection to Jewish summer camp
led to involvement in BBYO where I learned
about community, Tikun Olam, social action
and responsibility. In just a few years my
world had expanded. I made Jewish friends
across the city, from across North America
and travelled to Israel. (Remember, this was
pre-email, cell phones and Facebook.)
So what was different, why did this Jewish
work? The answer; I had options and I could
decide what I wanted to do.
It was a natural progression for me to work
as a Jewish communal professional and I
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haven’t looked back. I’ve worked with youth
and young adults in the Jewish community for
fifteen years. In that time, I have very often
reflected on my personal Jewish journey to
guide my work. What would have happened
if I didn’t have the opportunities that I did?
What if I never went to camp? My Brownie
moment was the first time in my life when
“Jewish” confused me. All I wanted was to
feel connected to a group. For me, Jewish
summer camp was my entry point. It allowed

based across the country. This team of lay
leaders and professionals are passionate and
committed. Each has their own Brownie
story and wants to be involved in ensuring
that their communities are finding ways to
respond to the ever-evolving landscape of the
Jewish world.
Although each community has unique
challenges, they also have much in common.
Young adults want options. They want to feel
intimately connected to the organizations and
people to which they
give their time and
money. But their reasons for participating
are not necessarily the
same as those of their
parents’ generation.
They want hands-on
experiences. They’re
looking for ways to grow both their personal
and professional networks. Many are seeking opportunities to develop their individual
sense of Jewish identity. They are in control
and will define what ‘Jewish’ means to them,
as with Jewish community and philanthropy.
This is an exciting time to be working for
the Jewish community and with young leadership; by bringing young leaders that represent
our diversity to the table we’ll accomplish our
goals. In conjunction with my colleagues at
Jewish Federations of Canada-UIA and our
national network we connect communities
across the country to share best practices, as
well as develop local, regional and national
initiatives. As I continue in my role at JFCUIA, I look forward to working with local
community leaders to develop ways to enhance the impact of the collective.

I met my best friends at camp. I
learned how to sing Hatikvah. I gained
leadership skills, independence and a
new found confidence.
me to feel a strong connection to the community, to Israel and develop my Jewish identity.
Times have changed. In today’s world,
young Jewish adults have access to anything
they want as part of a global community
where the world is literally at their fingertips.
For many, engaging Jewishly is just one of
many options available to them. So how do
we engage young Jewish adults with so much
competition for their attention and time? This
is one of the major challenges facing our
community.
A few weeks ago, a small group of young
Jewish leaders gathered for the National
Young Leadership Management Retreat to
tackle this very question. In my current role
as the National Director of Young Leadership at Jewish Federations of Canada-UIA,
I’m privileged to work and meet with people
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Biography of the Month: Steven Spielberg

by Stan Schroeder

Steven Spielberg was born December 18,
1946 in Cincinnati, Ohio, to a Jewish family.
His mother, Leah Adler, was a restauranteur
and concert pianist, and his father, Arnold
Spielberg, was an electrical engineer involved in the development of computers. He
spent his childhood in Haddon Heights, New
Jersey and Scottsdale, Arizona.
As a child, Spielberg faced difficulty assimilating. “It isn’t something I enjoy admitting,” he once said, “but when I was 7, 8, 9
years old, God forgive me, I was embarrassed
because we were Orthodox Jews. I was embarrassed by the outward perception of my
parents’ Jewish practices. My grandfather
always wore a long black coat, black hat and
long white beard. I was embarrassed to invite
my friends over to the
house, because he might
be in a corner davening,
and I wouldn’t know how
to explain to my WASP
friends.”
Throughout his early
teens, Spielberg made
amateur 8 mm “adventure” films with his
friends, the first of which
he shot at the Pinnacle
Peak Patio restaurant in
Scottsdale. He charged
admission (25 cents) to
his home films (which
involved the wrecks he
staged with his Lionel
train set) while his sister
sold popcorn.
After moving to California, he applied to attend the film school at University of Southern California School of Theater, Film and
Television three separate times, but was
unsuccessful. He was a student subsequently
of California State University, Long Beach
(CSULB). His actual career began when he
returned to Universal Studios as an unpaid,
seven-day-a-week intern and guest of the
editing department. After Spielberg became
famous, USC awarded him an honorary degree in 1994, and in 1996 he became a trustee
of the university. In 2002, thirty-five years
after starting college, Spielberg finished his
degree via independent projects at CSULB,
and was awarded a B.A. in Film Production
and Electronic Arts.
During his internship in 1968, Spielberg
made his first short film for theatrical release,
the 24 minute film Amblin’. After Sidney
Sheinberg, then the vice-president of produc-

tion for Universal’s TV arm, saw the film,
Spielberg became the youngest director ever
to be signed for a long-term deal with a major
Hollywood studio.
Spielberg’s first big hit was as director of
Jaws in 1975. This thriller based on Peter
Benchley’s novel made him a household
name and one of America’s youngest multimillionaires. In 1977 he wrote and directed
Close Encounters of the Third Kind, another
box office hit that earned him his first Oscar
nomination for Best Director. He focused on
science fiction and action thrillers, with one
success after another: Star Wars, Raiders of
the Lost Ark, the first of the Indiana Jones
series, and E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial. In 1985
he changed direction with The Color Purple,
an adaptation of Alice Walker’s Pulitzer
Prize-winning novel
of the same name,
about a generation of
empowered AfricanAmerican women
during depressionera America, starring
Whoopi Goldberg
and future talk-show
superstar Oprah
Winfrey.
Following a varied
series of hits, Spielberg outdid all his
successes in 1994
with Schindler’s List,
the story of Oskar
Schindler, a German
industrialist who
saved 1200 Jews from death camps during
World War II. The film won him Academy
Awards for Best Picture and Best Director. Spielberg used the profits to set up the
Shoah Foundation, a non-profit organization
that archives filmed testimony of Holocaust
survivors.
His further successes are too numerous to
mention, but he won Best Director for Saving Private Ryan in 1999 and was nominated
for both Best Picture and Best Director for
Munich, the story of the massacre of Israeli
athletes at the 1996 Olympics, in 2006.
Spielberg married Kate Upshaw in 1991.
He had previously married actress Amy
Irving in 1985 and they had one son. Kate
was a Protestant who converted to Judaism
before their marriage. Spielberg credits her
commitment to Judaism with reconnecting
him to his faith. The Upshaws had adopted
an African-American son, Cleo, whom Spiel-

berg adopted after the marriage. Cleo also
converted, and Spielberg convinced Cleo to
have an Orthodox bar mitzvah as he had at
13. The Spielbergs now have seven children
and maintain a Jewish home.
Spielberg, whose fortune is estimated
at over three billion dollars, has extensive
philanthropic efforts ranging from pediatric
centers to tsunami relief to the National
Museum of American Jewish History. He
has used his efforts to expose issues to
public scrutiny and to teach the lessons
of how to make the world a better place.
Editor’s Note: Stan Schroeder is the Editor
of Congregation Shir Ami’s “Shir Notes” in
Los Angeles which also won a Gold Medal
for “Bulletins.” He writes biographies of
famous Jews and has offered to share them
with us. This article was first published in
the Shir Notes. Steven Goluboff and Stan
met each other in Jerusalem to discuss their
community Bulletins.
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Tikkum Olam/Social Justice Committee
by Willow Allen
The Social Justice
committee held a
planning session on
Sunday, January 25th,
2015. The session
started with an engaging discussion regarding how we define the
concept of ‘Tikkum Olam’ in the first place.
Further to this, Rabbio Claudio shared with us
the historical and biblical context on the key
distinctions between the notions of tzedek,
tzedakah, and charity. Laurie followed with a
brief presentation on how these concepts can
be understood within the present-day Israeli
political context. The presentations were an
excellent way for us to imagine and frame our
work going forward.
As a group we also considered some examples of practice, including a brief scan
of social justice committees in other North
American Jewish communities, and the specific initiative of ‘Eco-Kashrut’ (link below
for your information).
Our session finished with an open discussion regarding our preliminary ideas for the

committee. Key points we addressed included:
• The importance of educational opportunities in the community to learn about issues
of social justice for all age groups;
• The possibility of partnerships with existing organizations and initiatives in the
immediate and broader communities;
• The need to have communication strategies and to recruit more members to the
committee.
As follow up to the session, the group has
created a Facebook page titled ‘Congregation Agudas Israel Social Justice Committee’
and we warmly invite community members
to join it!
Please also join us at our next meeting
scheduled for Sunday March 1st, 10:30
am - 12:30 pm in the board Room at the
Shul. The broad purpose of this meeting is
to establish the mandate and objectives of
the committee, as well as to discuss concrete
ideas/suggestions for practice. In order to do
this, everyone is encouraged to think about
the committee’s mandate and goals, including
specific ideas for the committee to take up.

Please bring your ideas to the session!
If you have any questions, please contact
Laurie: shlichim@agudasisrael.org, myself:
willowallen@hotmail.com, or JoAnn: joann.
jaffe@uregina.ca, and we would be happy to
have a chat with you.
Resources of Interest:
Books: “There shall be no needy” and
“Where justice dwells: A hands-on guide
to doing social justice in your Jewish
community” both by Rabbi Jill Jacobs.
Websites: http://www.18pomegranates.org/
index.php?id=35&page=Lesson%20Plans
http://www.18pomegranates.org/lessons/
Eco-Kashrut.pdf )
http://urj.org/about/union/governance/
reso/?syspage=article&item_id=107301

“ When a father helps a
son, both smile; when a
son must help a father,
both cry.”
from - The New Joys of Yiddish.
by Leo Rosten,
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Rabbi Pavey... from page 10
made it. It itself is not divine, it merely represents the divine in a form that people can relate
directly to. The image is a symbol, of course,
it may well mediate something of the power
of the divine: it may possess mana. It may
therefore be potent, as in the story of David’s
bringing the Ark up to Jerusalem (Sm6:6-8).
The Ark contains the divine afflatus. The
oxen stumble and it looks as though the Ark
may be spilled off the cart carrying it. A man
called Uzzah rights the Ark, but for this “sin”
of actually touching the holy thing, albeit indirectly, he is struck dead supernaturally for his
pains. The image, even that which comes into
contact with the image, is imbued with power,
even though it is not itself divine. We must
not assume that the sources through which we
see pagan religion are unbiased; they perceive
respect for the image and what it represented
and mediated to the worshipper as actual
worship of the image itself. Both Bible and
Midrash delight in poking fun at the stupidity
of idolaters through such misrepresentation
precisely because they have their own agenda.
The monotheistic cult of Yahweh had a very
hard battle to defeat the Canaanite paganism,
particularly in its syncretic and pragmatic
form, and was not concerned to be fair to its
rival. We do not hear directly from the pagans,
only from the Biblical writers. Their image
of Canaanite paganism is deeply rooted in a
western psyche molded by Judaism, Christianity and Islam. The reality of Canaanite
paganism as seen through Ugaritic literature
is known only to scholars. To the everyday
reader, the assumptions about the immortality and stupidity of paganism reflected in the
Biblical text have become the unchallenged
norm, and the Canaanites are no longer around
to rebut them, except through texts in an extinct language that few Biblical scholars are
conversant with in the original.
Images of Gods are used in many religious
traditions as symbols of divinity, as audio-visual aids to meditation and prayer, to mediate
experience of the holy to the people. While
it is theoretically possible for this to become
idolatry in the narrow sense, it is and always
has been most unlikely. It is important to
stress this; it is essential to try and understand
a religious tradition in its own terms and at its
best, not to caricature it for polemic purposes.
That includes pagan religion or what seems to
the Bibliocentric westerner – Jew or Christian
– to be paganism, such as popular Hinduism
or Mahayana Buddhism. The prohibition of
idolatry in Jewish tradition cannot therefore be
seen as a harking back to a state of primitive
human religion in the past that may in fact
be more a construct of religious propaganda
than reality.
The danger of avodah zarah, idolatry, is

not making idols that may in fact serve as a
means to a legitimate end, the advancement of
kavvanah. It is the creation of anything that
subverts the place of God in the human mind
and soul. It is absolutizing that which can only
be finite and ephemeral by its created nature.
If we make the focus of our existence work,
the pursuit of wealth, health or happiness, political ideals, race, ethnicity, the tribe church
or state, then we have created an idol and
fall foul of the prohibition of avodah zarah.
Drawing the lines between legitimate work
for the advancement of the ideals and values
of religious faith on the one hand, and absolutizing those ideals and values on the other, is
never easy. A criterion in drawing such lines
is probably the willingness or otherwise to
sacrifice human beings to the advancement of
those ideals and values. The Midrash teaches
us that one who destroys a single soul is as
if they had destroyed the whole world, while
one who saves a single soul is as if they had
saved the whole world. People always take
priority over ideals. No single human being
may ever be sacrificed for the general good.
And this is a real danger that we are being
warned against. Our society in the absence of
any competing ideology is structured on the
fundamental concept of the free market. Everything is to some degree or other marketed,
and there is an urge to compete in acquiring
material wealth because we judge each other
by our success in accumulating that wealth. In
consequence, we produce greed, selfishness,
and the willingness to sacrifice individual people and human relationships to the pursuit of
that material success. Society dissolves into
atoms linked by temporary contract for mutual
advantage in which the cash nexus is all. The
practical result is a loss of human sympathy,
producing abusive relationships, workaholics,
and substance addiction. What is left is the
search for an immediacy of sensual gratification in mechanical sexuality, accumulation of
physical things and the bending or breaking
of moral rules to attain these ends.
And this is idolatry, in this case the absolutization of the free market, the marketing of
everything. Things become our gods. And
idolatry is then a major source of human
dissatisfaction and unhappiness. We have
built a society on dysfunctional values that
are absolutized. To avoid avodah zarah, we
have to rediscover real values, and especially
the centrality of the spiritual and the moral in
relationship. As Martin Buber put it so well,
we have to encounter the other as “Thou” and
not as “It”, as end rather than means. Whether
the marketing of the economy is good or bad
is open to discussion. I personally wonder
whether its moral and esthetic ugliness truly
is compensated by for its purported efficiency.

What is not moot is that the marketing of
human relationships is an unmitigated evil.
If, as a matter of principle, we are prepared
to ride roughshod over people to the end of
making money, we are clearly dealing with
a moral evil. The neo-conservative (or neoliberal) agenda of worship of the free market
is making an idol to which we are willing to
sacrifice human beings.
The prohibition of idolatry, avodah zarah, is
an injunction always to remember that nothing
should be elevated to the status of divinity
except divinity itself. We human beings are
created in the image of divinity. There is in
us a spark of holiness that we must fan into a
flame: we are partners with God in the healing
of the world. To advance that healing process
we create means to enable us to live together
in families and communities. To this end, we
have guidelines from religious traditions that
dialog with historical experience and personal
conscience. But all these are and always
remain means to an end, never the end itself.
No human being may ever be sacrificed to
the values that we create, use and live by, for
thereby we make ourselves idols and offer real
flesh and blood sacrifice to that idol of abstract
ideals. Values and ideals are essential to point
us along the right path, but they themselves
are not the path. The love and justice that we
place rightly at the very core of our human
being in relationship with others must, at the
end, give way to the humanness that is the
reflection of divinity. (Ps.8)
Can religion become an idol blocking our
way to God? Indeed it can. The elevation of
a revealed dogma or practice over humanity
is to make an idol and to destroy ethics. To
assume, for example, that the halakhic system
exists in an abstract empyrean, as a sort of
Platonic ideal, independent of human beings,
and that therefore Jews must live by it regardless of any seeming immorality or injustice, is
to absolutize the Halacha and make it an idol
to which we sacrifice our integrity of intellect
continued on page 15

SASKATOON'S
ARTS & CONVENTION
CENTRE
#35 22nd Street E. Saskatoon, SK
Tickets: www.tcutickets.ca

Website: www.tcuplace.com

This page is sponsored by Alan, Linda and Sam Goluboff of Toronto
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Rabbi Pavey... from page 14
and conscience. If a woman’s husband dies
without proof of death, that is witnesses who
saw the death, and if he had not given her a
document of divorce, a “get”, she is bound to
him for ever, in Hebrew, “agunah”, and may
never remarry. If she were to remarry civilly,
any children of that subsequent marriage
would automatically be mamzer, bastards, and
could themselves never marry in a synagogue
any other Jew than a fellow mamzer. A man
in the halakhic system has the right to issue
the get and cannot be coerced into doing so
against his will, irrespective of circumstances,
and despite any amount of moral suasion
Therefore, because his wife absolutely needs
a religious divorce document in order to
remarry in the synagogue and produce legitimate children from another relationship,
an unscrupulous husband has an indisputable right to black mail his desperate spouse

into bribing him to issue the required get.
Regardless of any sympathy that the system
may have morally for the woman involved,
such scruples are strictly irrelevant to the
working of the system. No legal framework
can allow itself to be influenced by emotion,
and individual circumstances cannot be allowed to change the majestic impersonality
and non-discrimination of the law. This is
Torah, the revealed will of God, and nothing
can be done to tailor it to individuals: that
way is chaos and the long term consequence
would be an even greater injustice than that
apparently of the short term. But have we not
clearly demonstrated a reductio ad absurdum
from a moral perspective? As Dickens put it,
“the law is an ass.” We have made Halacha
an idol to which we have sacrificed a human
being, a woman in pain.
If we learn anything from feminist ways of

doing theology, it is to focus on the specific,
the individual, rather than the generic, the
universal, and to listen to the voice of pain and
hope where it is. We must allow each person
to tell their story in their own time and space,
for it is unique and they are unique. We cannot subsume the individual into some grand
overarching plan for the universe. When the
German theologian Franz Rosenzweig begins
his great work, The Star of Redemption, he
starts with the experience of death, not the
human experience of death, but his own
unique experience of death. The beginning
of theology is not that we all shall die, but that
I – the unique concatenation of being that is
me – shall surely die.
And that is why the concept of avodah
zarah, the prohibition of idolatry, remains an
essential part of the value system of Jewish
tradition.

Truly our Jewish movement’s learned
scholars should be able to develop guidelines
for communities who are unable to get ten
people to a ‘minyan’…could we find a way to
include attendees who participate via cyberspace? Could we find a set of prayers (such as
the kaddish substitute near the end of the Kabbalah Shabbat service in the prayer booklet
we used at the family Shabbat service-a very

nice prayer when a minyan is not present). I
know some of the changes I mention may be
difficult for communities to ponder in early
days but over time I think these changes would
become more acceptable to more Jews.
Maybe this letter can generate a wider
expression of views in this.. our community
bulletin.

Letter to the Editor... from page 2
that our tradition as seen extensive re-interpretation of many of our religious practices
and mitzvot. I don’t know all the background
but suspect many new interpretations reflected
the environment in which Jewish communities
found themselves. Today 21st century communities find themselves in an environment
characterized by two facts – people don’t like
going to ‘meetings’ and cyberspace.

The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
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My People...

from page 8

Saskatoon has been yet another experience
of the same wonderful phenomenon. Within
mere weeks of arriving in Saskatoon I felt welcomed into the Hillel community and found
myself among friends who went out of their
way to invite me to events, and get-togethers.
I had new rock climbing partners and a new
soccer team. All of these things were thanks
to the young Jewish community here in Saskatoon. I realize there often appears to be a
Paris Attacks Highlight Security...

disconnect between some of the younger Jews
who do not yet have families and the older,
more settled portions of the community, but
to those readers who are in the latter group,
rest assured, the community among the young
adults you’ve raised is alive and well. In a
world where age-old religious commandments are having trouble competing for the
attention of young adults, the culture and
community of our people keep us glued in.

Thank you to Hillel Saskatoon, for welcoming me into your city with open arms.

eral authorities and law enforcement agencies
across the country.
While the Paris attacks have shone a light
on security, it should be noted that CIJA is not
aware of any intelligence or evidence to suggest a heightened threat to Canada’s Jewish
community at this time. Nevertheless, police
in major cities have told CIJA that, in the
wake of the Paris attacks, they took measures
to increase their patrols and visibility near
Jewish institutions.
While Cohen confirmed that security agencies have not identified a specific threat to
Canadian Jewry, his advice to synagogues
and schools is to take precautions and follow existing security protocols – beginning
with everyday common sense. “I’ve talked
to teachers and students…if you’re leaving
your school or entering it and there is someone
next to you that you don’t know, don’t hold
the door open,” he recently told the Canadian
Jewish News. “Just like you don’t hold the

door open for a stranger to come into your
home at night, you’re not going to hold the
door open for a stranger to come into your
school if you don’t know who they are.”
Regardless of events overseas, Canadian
Jewry has long had to take special measures
to preserve community security. Given the
reality of the world today, this is unlikely to
change. At the same time, we must continue
using and enjoying our communal institutions – our shuls, schools, and community
centres – that are essential hubs for Jewish
life in Canada. To do otherwise would be to
forfeit one of our fundamental freedoms as
Canadians.

Adam Hering is the Vice President of Hillel
Saskatoon. He is a veterinarian and graduate student at the University of Saskatchewan
where he studies the wild bison in the Canadian north while working part time as a mixed
animal vet in Outlook, Saskatchewan.

from page 8

France. While aliyah may be the solution for
some, the French government owes protection and support for those who choose to stay.
Here in Canada, we are blessed to live in
relative security and social equality. This is
not to suggest that Canada is free of antisemitism: Statistics Canada data show that
the Jewish community is the country’s most
frequently targeted group for hate crimes.
However, we are nevertheless able to be
openly Jewish and exercise our religious
freedoms without the level of concern – and
often outright fear – experienced by Jewish
communities in Europe.
Such security does not relieve us of the
duty to be security-conscious, aware of our
surroundings, and take simple but effective
steps to protect our communal institutions.
In addition to traditional advocacy work, the
Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA)
– through its National Director of Security,
Adam Cohen – maintains close ties with fed-

Steve McDonald is Associate Director,
Communications, at the Centre for Israel and
Jewish Affairs (CIJA) – the advocacy agent of
Canada’s Jewish Federations.

Holocaust Memorial... from page 1
end is bitter and tragic. But thank g-d, I know
Mr. Turkin. He is an angel.” Ms. Wasserman
never saw her family again. Sally spent the
last two years of the war inside the apartment
of the Turkins, living in fear she would be
spotted or they would be denounced.

Please attend our Holocaust
Memorial and hear a story that
shows the worst of man and the
best.
Exhibits open at 12:30pm

The following week holds many events:
Tuesday and Wednesday Ms Wasserman will
be speaking to students and participating in
the March of Hope and Remembrance. She
will be joined by Mr. and Mrs. Shtibel who
also survived the Shoah. They will be joined
by Elin Beaumont of the Azrieli Foundation.
This page is sponsored by Mordechai MacCarthy
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by Patsy Landa

From the Heart –
Amutat ALMA in Nes Ziona

I want to share with
the Saskatoon Jewish Community, partners in the support of
ALMA activities for
families at risk in Nes Ziona, some of the
highlights of the annual ALMA fundraising
event held on January 26th.
Close to two hundred people attended the
evening, enjoying a delicious dinner, a delightful musical performance by two opera
singers, and the excitement of winning some
locally donated prizes. We are gradually build-

ing a broader base of support within our Nes
Ziona business community and residents. We
were pleased to raise twelve thousand dollars
to supplement our programs.
The evening began with the blessings of our
Mayor, Mr. Yossi Shvo, a strong believer and
supporter of these afternoon programs, followed by greetings from Mrs. Leah Bukai, the
inspiring and tireless Chairwoman of ALMA.
The most touching words were those expressed by two accomplished young women,
themselves graduates of the afternoon programs. They spoke beautifully about the

warmth and dedication of the counselors
who were like second mothers to them, who
understood their complicated lives and encouraged them to develop their talents. Both
these amazing women believe that the clubs
changed the course of their lives.
Thank you, once again, for the Saskatoon
Jewish Community’s ongoing investment in
a better future for Nes Ziona’s children. We
look forward to hosting any of you who wish
to visit the programs on one of your visits
to Israel.

Tarragon Theatre Announces Joel Bernbaum
Receives $15,000 Urjo Kareda Residency Grant For
An Emerging Artist
TORONTO (February 10, 2015) – Tarragon Theatre is pleased
to announce that the
Urjo Kareda Residency Grant, with a value
of $15,000, has been
awarded to Joel Bernbaum, founding Artistic Director of Sum Theatre in Saskatoon.
The Urjo Kareda Residency Grant supports the training and artistic residency of
an exceptional emerging theatre artist each
season at Tarragon Theatre. The successful
applicant spends twenty weeks at Tarragon
Theatre pursuing her/his own training and
artistic goals by working in collaboration with
professional artists in his/her chosen field(s)
of interest.
The grant is valued at $15,000 and made
possible by an annual donation from The

Youssef-Warren Foundation.
Beginning in August 2015, Joel will spend
twenty weeks at the Tarragon apprenticing in
directing and artistic directing under Richard
Rose, Tarragon’s Artistic Director.
Upon accepting the residency, Joel offered
the following remarks:
“I am excited to be a part of Tarragon’s upcoming season of powerfully pertinent theatre.
It is an honour to follow in the footsteps of
such diversely talented Kareda Residents.
Being a theatre artist is a great privilege that
comes with serious responsibility. I am grateful for the opportunity to learn everything I
can from Tarragon’s artistic leaders and then
to bring new and dynamic ideas home to Sum
Theatre in Saskatoon.”
Joel is an actor, playwright, journalist and
the founding artistic director of Saskatoon’s
Sum Theatre. In 2014, three of Joel’s plays
received world premieres: Home Is A Beau-

tiful Word at the Belfry Theatre, Operation
Big Rock at Dancing Sky Theatre and My
Rabbi (co-created with Kayvon Kelly) at the
Edinburgh Fringe Festival. In Canada he has
performed professionally with Shakespeare
on the Saskatchewan, Carousel Theatre, The
Belfry Theatre and Puente Theatre. He has
assistant directed productions for Persephone
Theatre, The Citadel Theatre and Theatre Calgary. Joel toured Italy with ACLE Theatrino
(an Italian Theatre company dedicated to
teaching English through drama) and created
original theatre work with the Usuki City
Board of Education in Japan.
Tarragon congratulates Joel on the Urjo
Kareda Residency Grant and acknowledges
the generosity of the Youssef-Warren Foundation which has made this residency possible.

lose the opportunity of having a meaningful
conversation?
As Moses, we are all in need of feedback,
advice and even criticism from the people
who are close and care about us. And the same
applies to our congregation: For all of us who
work for the benefit of the Jewish community, either as professionals or as volunteers,
we need to receive comments, advice and
constructive criticism in order to do better.

Paraphrasing Rabbi Pavey Z”L, I would say
it’s an essential need for the fulfillment of our
role. When you do it with respect and caring,
and hopefully in person (and much better
with a cup of coffee!) your comments will be
always appreciated.
B’birkat Shalom - with the blessing of
peace,
Rabbi Claudio

Divrei Harav... from page 3
and not even considering the possibility of
feeling guilty in the case our friend will fail
because nobody gave him/her the necessary
advice. Think about this: When was the last
time you gave a friend advice, without being
asked? Do you include this type of conversation in your personal relationships or do you
maybe avoid them? Have you ever asked
yourself that because you are afraid of not being perceived as “nice” or “friendly” you may

This page is sponsored by Effie (Brook) & Harry Gordon of Vancouver
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Yahrtzeits
March 6/7
Jacob Golumbia
Anne Gitlin
Yetty Goodman
A.J. Weiner
Lillian Levitt
Lorraine Sklar
Keren-Or Wilczek
John B. Goodman
William Guttmann
Tiby L.E. Mathews
Vera Schlucker
Baby Segal
Rosie Sellinger
Ed Vickar
Esther Freeman
Reva Hock
Anni Leffman
Malka Schmuck’vich
Harry Steiger
Gertrude Chertkow
Morris Gurstein
Mendel Pepper
Jacob Rabkin

Adar 15/16
Mar 6 (15)
Mar 7 (16)
Mar 7 (16)
Mar 7 (16)
Mar 9 (18)
Mar 9 (18)
Mar 9 (18)
Mar 10 (19)
Mar 10 (19)
Mar 10 (19)
Mar 10 (19)
Mar 10 (19)
Mar 10 (19)
Mar 10 (19)
Mar 11 (20)
Mar 11 (20)
Mar 11 (20)
Mar 11 (20)
Mar 11 (20)
Mar 12 (21)
Mar 12 (21)
Mar 12 (21)
Mar 12 (21)

March 13/14
Anatoly Pekurovski
Reuben Brant
Freda Epstein
Harry Bondar
Rebecca Segal
Yenta Shafer
Goldie Wolfe
Fanny Shore
William Sklar
Max Taylor
Pearl Goodman
Keile Bodovsky
Rebecca Forgan
Solomon Ginsberg
William Katz

Adar 22/23
Mar 13 (22)
Mar 14 (23)
Mar 14 (23)
Mar 15 (24)
Mar 15 (24)
Mar 15 (24)
Mar 15 (24)
Mar 16 (25)
Mar 16 (25)
Mar 17 (26)
Mar 18 (27)
Mar 19 (28)
Mar 19 (28)
Mar 19 (28)
Mar 19 (28)

March 20/21
Nathan Gladstone
Eva Koloominsky
Clara Lehrer
David Horowitz
Jack Adilman
Jacob M. Goldenberg
Jacob Barsky
Dorothy Buckwold
Kariton Kolominsky
Abraham Teitelbaum
Samuel Brown
Marco Levy
David Shafer
Samuel Caplan
Bert Frank
Joe Goldenberg
Dora Morgan

Adar 29/Nissan 1
Mar 20 (29)
Mar 20 (29)
Mar 21 (Nissan 1)
Mar 22 (2)
Mar 23 (3)
Mar 23 (3)
Mar 24 (4)
Mar 24 (4)
Mar 24 (4)
Mar 24 (4)
Mar 25 (5)
Mar 25 (5)
Mar 25 (5)
Mar 26 (6)
Mar 26 (6)
Mar 26 (6)
Mar 26 (6)

March 27/28
Lazer Gersher
Judah M. Jaffe
Gerry Rose
Rachel Horowitz
Miriam Shaket
Max Goldberg
Sarah Melamede
James Greenblat
Jolan Zickerman
Keiva Feldman
Fanny Filer
Sarah Livergant
Frank Bernbaum
Dorey Heller
Wolfe Korbin
Max Reznick

Nissan 7/8
Mar 27 (7)
Mar 27 (7)
Mar 28 (8)
Mar 29 (9)
Mar 29 (9)
Mar 30 (10)
Mar 30 (10)
Mar 31 (11)
Mar 31 (11)
Apr 1 (12)
Apr 1 (12)
Apr 1 (12)
Apr 2 (13)
Apr 2 (13)
Apr 2 (13)
Apr 2 (13)

April 3/4
Edward Baron
Alex Fayerman
Joel Green
Simcha Scharfstein

Nissan 14/15
Apr 3 (14)
Apr 3 (14)
Apr 3 (14)
Apr 3 (14)

Maynard Gertler
Leopold Neumann
Solomon Neumann
Heshkel Soffer
Sara Berenbom
Tamara Avivi
Abraham Bobroff
David Katz
Bud Wasserman
Kaslel Winocour

Apr 4 (15)
Apr 4 (15)
Apr 4 (15)
Apr 4 (15)
Apr 5 (16)
Apr 6 (17)
Apr 6 (17)
Apr 8 (19)
Apr 8 (19)
Apr 8 (19)

April 10/11
Allan Barsky
Goldie Filer
Sadie Goldstein
Stuart Goldstein
Liza Portnaya
Enid Wine
Tibor Braun
Clara Filer
Molly Grotsky
Judel Teitelbaum
Aaron Volansky

Nissan 21/22
Apr 10 (21)
Apr 12 (23)
Apr 12 (23)
Apr 12 (23)
Apr 12 (23)
Apr 13 (24)
Apr 15 (26)
Apr 15 (26)
Apr 15 (26)
Apr 16 (27)
Apr 16 (27)

April 17/18
Nissan 28/29
Bertha Roe Baron
Apr 17 (28)
Keos Lertzman
Apr 17 (28)
Bernice Levitan
Apr 17 (28)
Jacob Morgan
Apr 17 (28)
Allen Ross
Apr 17 (28)
Mordcha Joseph Bernbaum Apr 18 (29)
Sarah Mazer
Apr 18 (29)
Morris Shechtman
Apr 18 (29)
Jennie Shore
Apr 18 (29)
Isadore Baruch Aarons
Apr 19 (30)
William Brant
Apr 19 (30)
Herschel Davidner
Apr 19 (30)
Leonid Flikshteyn
Apr 20 (Iyar 1)
Norbert Meth
Apr 20 (1)
Joe Scharfstein
Apr 20 (1)
Isador Sugarman
Apr 20 (1)
Max Swartz
Apr 20 (1)

Mrs. Mani Udin
Nechamah Kaplan

Apr 20 (1)
Apr 22 (3)

April 24/25
Jack Bermack
Shelia Bobroff
Joseph Germek
Orville Katz
Simon Clein
Samuel Fayerman
Max Nisenholt
Rebecca Friedman
Gertrude Cyprus
Mirla Avol
Max Sharzer
Robert Mitchell
Sam Sternberg

Iyar 5/6
Apr 24 (5)
Apr 24 (5)
Apr 24 (5)
Apr 24 (5)
Apr 25 (6)
Apr 25 (6)
Apr 25 (6)
Apr 27 (8)
Apr 28 (9)
Apr 29 (10)
Apr 29 (10)
Apr 30 (11)
Aprl 30 (110

May 1/2
Tully Conn
Edith Koffman
Aharon Mizrahi
Minnie Rogers
Maurice Handelman
Viktor Pollak
Karen Jane Fogel
Sam Sadowsky
Sarah Adelman
Robert GItlin
Anton Kamenicky
Hyman Segal
Maya Shnaper
Percy Stollar
Helen Singer
Clara Golumbia
Lewis Horwitz
Sidney Panar
L. Strayer
Marion Vickar

Iyar 12/13
May 1 (12)
May 1 (12)
May 1 (12)
May 1 (12)
May 2 (13)
May 2 (13)
May 4 (15)
May 4 (15)
May 5 (16)
May 5 (16)
May 5 (16)
May 5 (16)
May 5 (16)
May 5 (16)
May 6 (17)
May 7 (18)
May 7 (18)
May 7 (18)
May 7 (18)
May 7 (18)

Ruth Horlick.. from page 7
and medical volunteer stints with Louis in
Kabul, Afghanistan, Chiang Mai, Thailand and
Taiwan, Ruth resided in Saskatoon.
Ruth viewed each summer’s 5 day journey
in the station wagon from Saskatoon to the
Hood family cottage in Gananoque as an opportunity to teach her family about Canadian
history, insisting on a stop at every historical
marker on the south side of the highway going east and on the north side of the highway
on the 5 day return trip going west. Camping
along the way, at least once at every campsite
from Saskatoon to Kingston, Ontario, she
taught the boys and Louis to “have a sense
of adventure”.
Ruth was a committed community volunteer. In 1957, she became the first President
of the Saskatoon Symphony Volunteers, created to raise funds and other support for the

Saskatoon Symphony.
Throughout her life in Saskatoon, Ruth
supported the art, drama and music communities in Saskatoon. In the early 1960s
Ruth was instrumental in the establishment
of the Association for Children with Learning
Disabilities. Ruth pursued her interest in assisting individuals with psychiatric problems
by volunteering as a tutor at the Regional
Psychiatric Centre, as a board member of the
Crocus Co-op (a support group for former
psychiatric patients), and as a board member
of the Saskatoon Housing Coalition for psychiatric patients. From 1978-85, Ruth worked
with patients being treated for psychiatric
illness at the McKerracher psychiatric daycare centre. She led a daily group session for
patients with thought disorders, with the aim
of increasing each patient’s self-confidence.

Ruth also served as a board member of the
Meewasin Foundation.
Always modest about her contributions
in aid of others, Ruth was recognized for
her many volunteer efforts: 1988 Canada
Volunteer Award; 1989 YWCA Woman of
Distinction Award; 1990 Correctional Service
of Canada Volunteer Award; 1992 Canada
Confederation Medal; and in 2000, the Saskatchewan Order of Merit.
In remembrance of Ruth, a donation to Crocus Co-op, a non-profit organization working
on behalf of people with mental health disorders, 135 Ave. B, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan,
S7N 1M2, www.crocuscooperative.org, is
gratefully acknowledged by the boys.

This page is sponsored by Lorna Bernbaum in memory of her parents Dr. Frank and Frances Bernbaum.
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Chef Caley

Israeli Breakfast & Cooking Class
by Willow Allen

On Sunday February 8th, Laurie, Itai and Caley offered us the amazing opportunity to learn how to cook a wonderful Israeli breakfast! We started with a brief and colourful presentation by Itai about the historical origin of the Israeli
breakfast, its contents, and how much healthier it is compared to traditional North American breakfast fare, as it emphasizes fresh vegetables, fruits and dairy.
The synagogue was filled with brilliant aromas and great music, as Caley, the very talented chef, guided us through
making a variety of incredible dishes, including: shakshuka, Israeli salad, tabouli, laffa, babaganoush, green tahina,
and more. After several hours of chopping, preparing and cooking, we were all very hungry and excited to consume
the fruits of our labour . We also enjoyed Caley’s amazing homemade jam and olive tapenade. The food was delicious and I for one, ate far too much of it.
I think I can speak for everyone present that we are grateful for this great experience and learning opportunity, and
we would love to do it again! Big cheers and thanks to the shlichim and Caley for their hard work putting this together!
This page is sponsored by Lois & Walter Gumprich, with Susanne, Daniel, Michelle, Abigail and their families.
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Sunday

1 Adar 10
Social Justice
Committee Meeting
10:30 am

Monday

2 Adar 11

Tuesday

3 Adar 12

Wednesday

4 Adar 13
Family Purim Carnival
5 - 7 pm

Lunch and Learn
12:00 pm

Thursday

5 Adar 14

10 Adar 19

11 Adar 20

12 Adar 21
Israeli Elections
Discussion
7 pm

Lunch and Learn
12:00 pm
Introduction to Judaism
7:30 pm

15 Adar 24
B’nai Brith
10 am
at Sherwood Chev

22 Nissan 2
CHW Spring Tea
at Leona Wasserman’s
2-4 pm

29 Nissan 9
Breakfast Club
10:00 am

7 Adar 16

6 Adar 15

PARASHAT KI TISA

*
Candle Lighting 6:37

9 Adar 18

16 Adar 25

23 Nissan 3

Lunch and Learn
12:00 pm

30 Nissan 10

13 Adar 22

17 Adar 26

18 Adar 27

19 Adar 28

Judaism in the
21st Century
Intermarriage - Past,
Present and Future
7:00 pm

24 Nissan 4

25 Nissan 5

20 Adar 29

Shabbat Family Dinner
and Service: 6 pm

26 Nissan 6

Board Meeting
7 pm

12 Shvat 23
Breakfast Club
10:00 am

Monday

Tuesday

6 Nissan 17

7 Nissan 18

27Nissan 7

13 Shvat 24

14 Shvat 25

Wednesday

8 Nissan 19

15 Shvat 26
Judaism in the
21st Century
The Conflict in Middle
East and Jewish Law
7:00-8:30 pm

Lunch and Learn
12:00 pm

20 Iyar 1
Lunch and Learn
12:00 pm

*Matt Ditlove
Havdalah 8:12

SHABBAT HAGADOL

*
Candle Lighting 7:14

*Harold Shiffman
8:24 Havdalah

*

*

Thursday

2 Nissan 13

9 Nissan 20

3 Nissan 14

16 Shvat 27

Friday

TZAV

21 Iyar 2
Yom Hazikaron
Remembrance
Gathering
7 pm

22 Iyar 3
YOM HAZIKARON

27 Iyar 8
Lunch and Learn
12:00 pm

28 Iyar 9

29 Iyar 10
Board Meeting
7 pm

Introduction to Judaism
7:30 pm

This page is sponsored by B’nai Brith Lodge #739

Saturday

4 Nissan 15

OFFICE CLOSED
Community Seder 6:30 pm
Shabbat & Pesach Service 6:00 pm

PESACH I

*
Candle Lighting 7:26

*Mike Scharfstein
Havdalah 8:36

10 Nissan 21

11 Nissan 22

PESACH VII

PESACH VIII

*
Candle Lighting 7:38

*Perry Jacobson
Havdalah 8:48

17 Shvat 28

18 Shvat 29

YOM HASHOAH

23 Iyar 4
YOM HAATZMAUT

24 Iyar 7

30 Iyar 11

SHMINI

* Lesley-Anne Crone
Havdalah 9:00

25 Iyar 6

TAZRIA - METZORA

Shabbat at Home 7 pm

*
Candle Lighting 8:02

* Bema Roster

VAYIKRA

Hillel Adult Purim Party

28 Nissan 8

Candle Lighting 7:50

26 Iyar 7

SHABBAT HAHODESH

Shabbat at Home 7 pm

Lunch and Learn
12:00 pm

Introduction to Judaism
7:30 pm

19 Nissan 30

21 Nissan 1

31 Nissan 11

			 1 Nissan 12

PESACH II

*Marsha Scharfstein
Havdalah 7:59

Lunch and Learn
12:00 pm

April 2015 • Nissan / Iyar 5775

5 Nissan 16

SHABBAT PARAH
VAYAKHEL-PEDUDEI

*
Candle Lighting 7:02

Introduction to Judaism
7:30 pm

Sunday

* Heather Fenyes
Havdahal 7:47

14 Adar 23

Shabbat Service with Potluck
6 pm

* Kevin Sharfe
Candle Lighting 6:50

Lunch and Learn
12:00 pm

Saturday

PURIM

Hamentaschen Baking
Bee 10 am

8 Adar 17

Friday

* Jan Gitlin
Havdalah 9:12

