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Who remembers the TV show "The A Team"?  It can't be 
just me... Anyway, it was popular, in the 1980's. Action, 
explosions, save the good guy... At some point in every 
show, Captain "Hannibal" Smith would say, "I love it when 
a plan comes together!" 

That is how I am feeling about our community. We have 
had a plan for almost 100 years now, to be a spiritual 
place of worship, a place of learning, a gathering place for 
friends and family. A place committed to deepening the 
quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district... To quote 
our well-written mission statement. 

Last year at Rosh Hashanah, I said I could feel the energy 
in the room, I could feel the excitement that had been 
generated by all the "newness" in the community. We were 
energized and poised to start the new year with 
commitment and excitement. I think we achieved much of 
what we hoped to... and I think we have a lot more to do...



I know there were a lot of expectations for our new Rabbi, 
and at times, I'm sure he felt the weight of them, but he 
also came with expectations and energy. Sometimes we 
just had to buckle up and try to keep up! The adult 
education class he started has been interesting, 
challenging and insightful. It will be starting again after the 
chaggim and I encourage anyone with a curious bone in 
their body to join us. I promise you do not have to have a 
bar or bat mitzvah at the end of this process because I 
don't see there being an end to this process. I see this 
class as something that continues in some form or another 
for quite some time. I'm know the Rabbi has much more to 
teach us, and I know many of us are excited to learn.

One of the Rabbi’s pet projects this year was to get a 
preschool started. I suggested that we first needed to 
know if there were interested families...thinking that would 
slow him down a bit...He immediately gathered the names 
of 8 or 9 children together with ideas of what the preschool 
could be like. So, on Sept 9 the Hebrew School will be 
launching a once a week preschool for children aged 3-5. 
Very Exciting!! 



The Pesach Seder that Rabbi Claudio envisioned and 
organized was a stunning success,  although I'm pretty 
sure that the preparation for this event was much more 
Labor-intensive then he envisioned.

Each Saturday morning after services and kiddush lunch 
Rabbi Claudio leads a discussion class about a topic 
relevant to that Shabbat parchah. This is another 
opportunity for us to participate in our Judaism, to learn 
what it means to us.

Our shlichim, Ari and Tamar, also organized several 
activities that gave us an opportunity to explore aspects of 
Judaism or issues in Israel. A couple of the discussion 
groups that they had were particularly interesting. One 
was the role of the Orthodox in Israel, and another, was a 
discussion and mock vote about the political parties who 
were running in the election in Israel. I also had an 
opportunity to listen as they helped with tours of high 
school students. Their part is to talk about Israel, about the 
politics of Israel, about the realities in Israel, about the 
beauty of Israel, about their love of their country. Many of 
us attended the Shavuot  program that they organized with 
the Rabbi. The presentations that were made were 



interesting, thought-provoking, and relevant. And the 
cheesecake competition was not a bad idea either!

There is a pattern emerging here, our community likes to 
learn. We like to be together as a group participating and 
enjoying our Judaism. 

We are no longer a synagogue with declining membership. 
We have several new members,thanks, in part, to Harold 
Shiffman's skill with technology and a new, easier to 
access, online membership form.

Sisterhood has been revitalized, thanks to Lisa Shiffman 
taking on the role of President, and immediately 
implementing new and interesting projects...like a very 
labour intensive, but successful garage sale.

Hadassah, under Linda Shaw's Presidency, continues to 
make a huge difference in the lives of our community 
members as well as many in Israel through their Aliyah 
Campaign and more importantly, the Silver Spoon Dinner.

Everywhere you turn in this community, the Bnai Brith men 
have made a contribution. Just talking about the work they 



do is exhausting. Their Silver Plate Dinner allows them to 
contribute significantly to our community, BBYO,  and the 
greater Saskatoon community as well. They sponsor the 
Gerry Rose Volunteer Dinner each year which is not only a 
great dinner, but also a public chance to recognize a 
valued volunteer. They sponsored the Sum Theater 
production of Alice in Wonderland in the Park this July, 
where over the course of a 2 week run, more than 4000 
Saskatoon citizens had the opportunity to enjoy a 
professional Theater production for free! Bnai Brith also 
supports Ronald McDonald House, Care and Share 
Holiday dinner, Hillel Screaming Chickens soccer team, 
Camp Bnai Brith camper subsidies...and much more...
 
THe Holocaust Memorial Weekend was a phenomenal 
event this year. It expanded to include a march around the 
block of several hundred students, walking for peace and 
tolerance. The support from the public and separate 
schools as well as the local media continues to be 
exceptional. A million thanks to Jan and Ron Gitlin and 
their amazing committee.

Our involvement in community stretches past CAI, past 
Saskatoon and Canada, all the way to Israel. Our 



contributions to UIA and Hadassah help support women, 
children, hospitals, education... We have members 
participating in the Women of the Wall services in 
Jerusalem and the Maccabbiah Games  ... We are truly 
international in scope and in influence.

The fact that a visit to Israel by June Avivi, the Sharfes and 
the Fenyes can cause a gathering of all shlichim, past and 
future,  plus my daughter Jen, shows the depth of family, 
commitment and love we as a community have generated. 
We should be proud of that!

Members have welcomed new spouses, children, 
grandchildren, jobs, graduations, relocations...and as a 
community we have joined in their celebrations.

This year hasn't been all lovely, happy successes. We 
have had our challenges as well. I think we have met 
those challenges with the same commitment, compassion 
and caring as we have with all other events. During this 
year, we have had to face the loss of several beloved and 
valued family and community members. We have had 
disagreements about politics, process, finances...During 
difficult times it is even more  important to remember that 



we are connected, family, together...a community that 
cares, supports and loves each other.

All of this activity must be supported, encouraged, directed 
and financed. Our community is very fortunate to have a 
very hard working, committed Board of Trustees. Within 
this small but mighty group are the chairs of many of the 
major committees. Synagogue and Ritual, House, Chevra 
Kadisha, Cemetery maintenance, Bulletin, Hebrew School, 
Membership, and Finance. My most sincere thanks to 
those who served on the Board, those who are returning. 
Steven Goluboff and Michael Gertler have decided not to 
return this year. The community and I thank you for your 
many years of service and dedication. 

This year the Finance committee undertook to have a 
Budget created for the upcoming year. This was a long, 
enlightening process and I am grateful for the work they 
did in presenting a very comprehensive budget to the 
Board. I also want to acknowledge the work that each 
committee chair did in preparing their individual budgets. 
This process made it very clear that membership dues do 
not now, nor will they in the foreseeable future, cover our 
operating fund expenses. The work of the fundraising 



committees, in whatever form they will be conceived, are 
vital to the continued viability of our community. We are 
strong...we are, in fact, compared to many synagogues,  in 
an enviable position...but we must continue to be fiscally 
responsible and possibly a bit frugal in order to safeguard 
this strength.

I return to my original statement, 'I love it when a plan 
comes together'. The plan, our mission statement, is for 
the present membership and for the future. We are 
safeguarding this community for our children and their 
children...just as those before us safeguarded it for us! 

Thank you to all those who have contributed to the 
enriching year we have had. Thank you for performing big 
jobs and small...they are all necessary and appreciated. 
Our fundraisers...Silver Spoon, Silver Plate, UIA 
campaign, Sisterhood contribute 65% of our operating 
fund budget. We need this commitment to continue. We 
need more people involved. We need more ideas for the 
future.

In a world that values change, technology, faster and 
faster speeds for everything, it is comforting to me that 



some things do not change. The need for a strong 
community, the need for volunteers, the need for everyone 
to participate in the continuity of the community...these 
things do not change. I would like to read an excerpt from 
an article written by Rabbi Pavey:

We should look forward to the future...and the 
opportunities that we have to plan for that future. Changes 
will occur. THey are inevitable in any living organism and, 
thank God, ours is very much a living community. Every 
individual member is and will be part of that process of 
evolution of our community. Change will, therefore, always 
be thought through carefully, and put into effect 
responsibly. Our intention is to continue to have a broad 
consensus of opinion so that our community will be 
satisfying the needs of as broad a range of Jewish opinion 
and practice as possible, and every Jew, secular or 
religious, traditional or liberal, will feel welcome and find a 
place of comfort. We know that if we are to maintain  
Jewish presence here it has to be through the involvement 
of all of us.
So we should be pleased with what we are doing,...and we 
should look forward with confidence. We have a future as 
a Jewish community here in Saskatoon. We shall hand on 



a viable Judaism to our children. That will always mean 
that each one of us will have to make a contribution. We 
cannot, as in larger communities, wait for others to do it for 
us. But that is good. It means that the community really is 
ours, it belongs to all of us, and that is based on 
acceptance and tolerance, the genuine belief that all Jews 
are brothers and sisters, and our agenda is the common 
good and never our personal opinions.

Well said, Roger...

Again quoting Rabbi Pavey, 

May this New Year be for each one of us, for all Israel, and 
for all human beings, the beginning of a life of peace and 
blessing. May God renew for us all a year of sweetness 
and hope. 

Shanah Tovah


