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The Saskatoon Jewish
Cultural Association
Presents

GLOBAL
VILLAGE
Part II
November 20

Sunday Afternoon 2:00pm
Jewish Community Centre

Established a few years ago,the SJCA
continues to host concerts of Jewish music
plus music and dance from world cultures.
This year’s event will present several dance
groups like DancEgypt and Tzahallah.
Singers will include Carl and Susan Goerz
from Hepburn,Sonia Ried-Noble,and Cantor
Neil. Poetry readings will be presented
by Susanne Kaplan.Tamburo,the popular
percussion group,will again entertain
with their innovative sounds and exciting
rhythms.A multi-cultural ensemble with a
mix of instruments from various cultures
will perform.Of course the Saskatoon
Klezmer Band will introduce some of their
latest compositions.New this year will be an
appearance by the Saskatoon Brass Band.
Familiar to audiences at Remembrance
Day ceremonies and park concerts,the
Band will open the concert. The Finale
is always an exciting close.Those who
would like to do so are encouraged to bring
along a small percussion instrument for
participation in the Finale.At the time of this
writing,arrangements with several soloists
and groups are pending

(306) 343-7023 Fax: (306) 343-1244
President: Heather Fenyes

TCU Place

Dinner Chairman and Master of Ceremonies: David Katzman
Ticket Chairman: Arnie Shaw
Silent Auction: Ron Gitlin and Ian Buckwold
Audio Visual: Bryce Sasko
We Are Proud of You Award Display: Steven Simpson

Prizes up to $15,000 • Silent and Live Auction
Cocktails: 5:00 • Dinner: 6:30 • Program: 7:30
Tickets:$200

Proceeds support many local community needs
and Congregation Agudas Israel.

Want to be
a star and
never got
the chance?
Come join
“The Golden
Latkes”
areivim@
sasktel.net

11:00 am
The
Sensational
Golden
Latkes
Variety
show
10:00 am
Children's
Hanukkah
Activity Fair,
Community Book
Fair
& Sale Sisterhood
Gift Shop

12:00
pm
Latkes
&
Lunch

ADMISSION : Adults: $10.00
Seniors and Students: $5.00

Adults 10$ Student/Child 5$ Family 30$ Plus voluntary Donation - Friends Welcome
This page is sponsored by Dr. Lou and Mrs. Ruth Horlick
This page is sponsored by Naomi Rose and Stan Sinai of Toronto.

Deadline for the next Bulletin is December 15, 2011

FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY
The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel

Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home committed to deepening the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon
and district. We are an evolving link in the historical traditions of the Jewish people. We are a progressive, democratic and sensitive congregation responding to the widest spectrum of Jewish thought and practice.
Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

Mazel Tov and Congratulations to:
• Dr. Louis Horlick on the celebration of his 90th birthday on December 2nd, 2011.
• Grace Goluboff, on the wedding of her oldest Grandchild, Dan Goluboff to Vanessa
Reeve, both of Vancouver, on September 10th 2011.
• Elaine and Sherry Sharfe, whose daughter Pamela Bielak, is being honored by Aish
Toronto as one of four women who “impact our world.” Pamela is the Founder and
President of CRAFTING FOR A CURE, a not-for-profit registered charity that looks for
opportunities to ensure children are having a positive experience when a hospital visit is
necessary. By supplying craft kits to 50 hospitals in Canada and the United States, CFC
gives patients, siblings and parents something to smile about.

Dr. Lou Horlick, Patricia
Pavey and Steven Goluboff
at the launch of Kol Kore
Ba Midbar, at the General
Meeting.

• Veronica Valenzuela on the birth of her grandson Sebastian, son of Rodrigo Pablo Yanez
Valenzuela and Tanya Kessler-Yanez.
• Mayah Holtslander, daughter of Gord and Franci, who received a $3000.00 Hannan
Scholarship, awarded to 3rd and 4th year Honours English students based on academic
performance.

Patricia Pavey at the public
launch at McNally Robinson.
October 21.

• Ziv and Noga Shahan, former Shlichim on the birth of their first child, Or, born in Israel
on September 20th, 2011.
• Ron and Jan Gitlin and the entire Holocaust Committee upon receiving the United
Synagogue Solomon Schechter Gold Award in the Category of Holocaust Programming.
• Abby Holtslander, daughter of Franci and Gordon Holtslander who won the Evan Hardy
Collegiate General Proficiency Award for the Saskatoon Public School Division for the
highest academic achievement for Grade 9 during the 2010-2011 school year.
• Grant Scharfstein who appeared before the Supreme Court of Canada representing the
Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission on the question of whether there should be, in
Canada, limits on free speech.

Noga
and
baby Or
Ziv

The 57th Annual
B’nai Brith Silver Plate Dinner
Tuesday, November 15 – TCU Place
On Tuesday, November 15th, more than
800 men will be joining us for an evening
of great fellowship, outstanding cuisine and
memorable entertainment. The Silent and
Live Auctions are unmatched for quality and
value. Once again, our guest speaker will be
$18, 000 in prize money (because, as they
say, money talks).
The proceeds of this prestigious dinner
allow our Lodge to engage in Tikkun Olam
and Tzedakah. It was your B’nai Brith that
launched both the Children’s Hospital and

the Saskatoon Public Schools Foundation.
Last year, we provided substantial support
to Station 20 West and now we are supporting the Preschool Foundation. For the past
dozen years, we have provided the turkeys
for the December Holiday Meal for inner
city and perimeter schools. We have also
contributed generously to our own B’nai Brith
Youth and the young adults’ Jewish Students
Association. The last tractor for the Jewish
cemetery was purchased with funds raised
at our Dinner. In all these ways, and many

more, the Dinner has enhanced both our Jewish and general community. B’nai Brith will
also present the annual “We’re Proud of You
Award” , to a deserving volunteer from the
City of Saskatoon.
Please support this event in any way you
can; sell a ticket, sell a table, provide an item
for the Silent Auction, volunteer to work at
the event.
Contact David Katzman (katzmanmediation@gmail.com) to get involved!

This page is sponsored by Dr. Syd z'l & Miriam Gelmon of Vancouver
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Editorial
by Steven Goluboff
The last two months
of the 2011 year are
punctuated by tzedakah,
tikkun Olam, culture,
and celebration of the
freedom festival of
Hanukkah. The annual
United Jewish Appeal
of Canada campaign has
begun with an event at
the Synagogue, featuring Middle East analyst
and author, Meir Javedanfar. At a time when
Israel faces, yet again, adversity in the Middle East, the Arab Spring and the uncertainly
of what the future brings with the upheaval
in Egypt, Morocco, Libya, Yemen and Syria,
we here in the Jewish diaspora, comfortable

in our safe distance from these events, look
to examine how we might support Israel and
ensure that we have full and healthy Jewish
experiences at home. Our President, Heather
Fenyes delivered an eloquent and sensitive
talk on Rosh Hashanah and reprinted in this
Bulletin, about how Israel is so important
to us. She suggests two immutable realities.
Firstly, Israel is not an apartheid state and
secondly that it has a right to exist. Clearly,
Israel is not perfect, has major social and political challenges, and is committed to peace
with its neighbours. How that will happen
is the subject of great debate. The Saskatoon
UJA campaign shares the UIA Federations
Canada Mission:
*Raising funds for vulnerable populations

in Israel and the Former Soviet Union
*Delivering and supporting programs and
services across Canada
*Providing educational and social opportunities that inspire Jewish identity in our youth
and community members
Each year, we are reminded that 50% of
every dollar raised returns to our community
to fund the Shlichim program, now in its 10th
year, a program that has particularly benefited
our youth, in both synagogues and those on
the U of S campus.
B’nai Brith will host the 57th Silver Plate
Dinner on November 15th where over 800
Saskatoon men will do the work of Tikkun
Olam, providing for projects in our Inner City
continued on page 12

Our Yom Kippur Sermon

by Ido and Ayelet

Good morning, Shabbat Shalom and
Happy New Year. In case some of you still
don’t know us, we are Ido and Ayelet, the
Israeli Shlichim, and we are happy to begin
our second year with the congregation. In the
words of Grant Scharfstein at the last A.G.M
(Annual General Meeting) : “If you haven’t
invited the Shlichim to your home yet, then
I strongly suggest that you do - they are very
nice.”
On a more serious note, much has been
said about the ten days of atonement between
the beginning of Rosh Hashanah and the end
of Yom Kippur. Days of soul searching. The
days when each individual is obligated or at
least expected to examine the past year and to
draw some conclusions, regrets and insights

f
a Golubof
LeilMember
of REMAX
Chairman Club
#3 Individual Awards 2010
Lifetime Achievement Award 2006

for the year to come. From here on we plan
the path that we would like our life to take.
This year it seems that reality and nature
itself challenged us and imposed on us this
introspection, either willingly or unwillingly.
The last nine days felt like a roller coaster of
events and emotions. They compelled us to
examine some of the fundamental values and
concepts that define us, Ido and Ayelet, as who
we are. Among those values and concepts are
Israel, friendship and family.
During the last nine days we have struggled
with some of the most defining moments and
experiences that shape our lives. There were
moments of frustration and confidence, moments of bliss and genuine concern, moments
of separation and moments of love.

Business Slipping Away?

Maybe you are paying too
much for your steel?
Call Toll Free:

1-800-667-5353

Bucket Service Available
New Steel and Pipe
Used Steel and Pipe

For

RESULTS,
SERVICE &
EXPERIENCE

INLAND STEEL PRODUCTS INC

call me today.
I look forward to working with you!

President: Mark Ditlove

           Saskatoon
Bus: (306) 242-6000 	
Cell: 241-1900

Saskatoon

One of the most shaking moments was
related to Israel, a small country in the Middle
East. Sometimes, it seems that no matter how
far away we are from Israel, she will always
be our flesh and blood, part of us. This does
not mean of course, that there is no place for
criticism of Israel. On the contrary, we can
say that any citizen of any country should
believe his\her country requires improvement.
A citizen that argues otherwise, is not a citizen
who is concerned about his or her country.
However, the arrows of criticism we were
exposed to, by a visiting speaker on campus,
wounded us deeply. It is not that what we have
heard was necessarily a lie. It’s the truths that
were taken out of context that hurt us the most.
A half-truth can often do more damage than
a complete lie. We have to ask ourselves the
question: “What is this truth that people are
trying to claim and glorify; and in its name
build fortified walls of hatred?”
You are probably used to the fact that we

This page is sponsored by Alan, Linda and Sam Goluboff of Toronto
This page is sponsored by Grace, Steven, Leila, Sarah & Shaina Goluboff
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continued on page 12

From Heather’s Garden

Rosh Hoshanah Address to the Congregation
by Heather Fenyes, President
A few weeks ago, or love of Israel create tension? I’m lousy at
flying home from keeping either a secret!
Toronto, I was seated
Well, within minutes I was reminded, as
beside a man balanc- I so often am, of the decency of people. We
ing a full tray of bak- talked and talked. He spoke with such pallava. He was so eager to get this treat safely to pable goodness that it took my breath away.
Saskatoon for an after Ramadan indulgence. Libya’s instability consumes him. He told
It didn’t leave his lap the whole flight. This me of his friends who are Gaddafi followers,
was a great conversation starter.
and those who aren’t. He knows some will
This baklava bearer was a Libyan man who die, and worries equally about the divides it
imports cars to the Middle East and lives part will create among those that don’t.
time in Ontario. Between my love for sharing
And we talked about Israel. It wasn’t
food, my connections to the car business, and a difficult or uncomfortable discussion at
our mutual concern for the Middle East, we all. We agreed that the situation is complex
could have talked for days.
and wished peace could be simple. Israel
Our discussion was simple, and extraordi- does things he doesn’t like or support, but he
nary. For me, there was, as always, that first doesn’t hate Israel, Israeli’s or Jews. We both
moment when I worried. Will my Judaism agreed that the two of us would engineer a

peace process differently. Apparently even
one Jew and one Muslim sitting on an Air
Canada flight have our own distinct vision of
peace. I think there’s a joke in there somewhere.
My new friend reminded me, “after all,
we are all just people.”
Wow. Of course nothing he said is profound, or different from what I already fundamentally believe. But he lives in a country
that we expect should be fostering hate, and
he is so filled with goodness it was oozing out
of his baklava.
I personally need to use that experience to organize my thoughts about Israel, and
my dreams for Saskatoon. I always say that
we are required as citizens of the world to be
critical, and engaged. There is no true love
continued on page 14

Hazzan’s Notes:

Riders, Blades, Huskies – and the High Holy Days
by Hazzan Neil Schwartz
As we move into
our Jewish New Year,
I am going to challenge you to take a
specific Jewish action during this coming year. I will link this
challenge with something that will make it
memorable - the roles that our sports teams
fulfill in our general community.
You might be thinking, “You have got to be
kidding us” - but I am not kidding. I propose
that the Roughriders, Blades and Huskies
sports teams present a model for the manner
in which our Jewish traditions in general,
and the High Holy Days in particular, serve
as a binding force within our diverse Jewish
community.
Sports teams and their interactions with
a community are a complex phenomenon.
They function as a type of glue throughout the
various sub-communities within a city. They
provide a common subject of conversation
between genders and among social classes
and ages, superseding our economic, cultural
and religious boundaries.
What does this have to do with the Jewish
rituals and with High Holy Days? They also
function as a type of glue within that diverse

community called the Jewish People. We will
examine how this works, and what impact this
might have on our actions.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Let us begin with our sports teams. In what
ways do they serve as a type of “glue” for the
many sub-communities within Saskatoon?
What is it about these three teams that can
cause people to refer to attendance at their
games as an “alternative religion”?
My eldest son was visiting when the
Roughriders won the Grey Cup a couple years
ago. Cars were driving around with Riders
insignia flags flying from their windows.
When we saw one car with a Saskatchewan
provincial flag flying from its window, I said
to David, “Now I understand the meaning of
this win to this community.” I explained to
him that unlike most professional teams that
are owned by a wealthy individual, the Riders are financially supported by the people of
this Province.
The Blades have a slightly different place
in the life of our larger community. They
have a program of developing young hockey
players who often go on to other professional
hockey teams. I think that this is part of why

the Blades are loved by many in our city, and
why some members of our Jewish community
have a momentary conflict when an event in
our synagogue coincides with a Blades home
game.
Then we have the various University of
Saskatchewan Huskies teams. The clue to
their role in the life of our university and our
city is clearly stated in the catch-phrase, “We
are all Huskies”. Walking across campus,
one sees Huskies-logo shirts on every type
of student, including those who clearly have
come from foreign countries to study here.
There are secular rituals connected with
all three of our teams, such as the anthem
that starts each game, specific cheers, and the
team colors worn by many of the fans in the
seats. Things happen in a certain order during
a specified period of time, following the rules
of whatever game is being played, and certain
team members have specified roles for each
type of sport.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
What do these examples of the roles played
by our sports teams have to do with the role
played by the High Holy Days in our diverse

This page is sponsored by Dr. Alan Rosenberg & Dr. Lesley-Ann Crone and family
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continued on page 10

Why a Theory of Group Rights Matters to Practical
Issues Affecting the Jewish Community

by Dwight Newman, Professor of Law, University of Saskatchewan
If one cares about rights, it is not enough
to work simply at applying by force of law an
already identified set of rights. Without both
the deeper understandings of rights attained
through ongoing intellectual engagement with

To understand that groups as well as
individuals can hold rights is arguably of
practical importance to the Jewish community
in several different ways. First, it may
enable rights to be claimed in ways that are

Having a better theoretical conception of group
rights makes it possible to identify greater
protection for religious practices that may be
carried on within a broad community tradition.
rights and the deepfelt sympathy for rights
attained through rights education, history, and
indeed artistic representations, rights enforced
by law may come to seem to members of the
public to be expressions of force rather than
right.
Some of my academic work is focused
on the former set of issues, these being the
ongoing intellectual engagement with rights.
Such an enterprise does not consist in mere
recitation of existing thought but serious
engagement with the boundaries of rights
and unexplored areas of rights. Some of my
recent work has been geared specifically to
developing a theoretical account of rights
held by groups, with this work recently
culminating in my book, Community and
Collective Rights: A Theoretical Framework
for Rights Held by Groups (Oxford, UK: Hart
Publishing, July 2011). This book presents a
general theoretical account of rights held by
groups, with examples including Indigenous
peoples, religious minority groups, cultural
groups, and others.

more pertinent to the Jewish community,
notably in the area of freedom of religion.
Canada’s freedom of religion jurisprudence
has traditionally developed largely around the
Christian Protestant image of an individual
believer’s religious claims. Some judges
have more recently hinted at the inherently
communal dimension of some religious
claims from non-Protestant traditions. Having
a better theoretical conception of group rights
makes it possible to identify greater protection
for religious practices that may be carried on
within a broad community tradition.
Similarly, recognizing the group dimension
of religious practices makes it more possible
to think of the definition of membership in a
cultural/religious community as something
that the culture or religion has a strong stake
in defining, sometimes in ways that others
might not even understand well. This aspect
is pertinent in the context of the recent United
Kingdom House of Lords decision that struck
down a traditional definition of who is a Jew
on the court’s conclusion that the definition
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amounted to ethnic discrimination because of
its reference to Jewish matriarchal ancestry
as a major component in the definition in
many instances. A greater recognition of
the community’s need to define its own
membership can flow from analysis of
group rights and help avoid the court’s very
problematic approach.
There are of course challenges to the idea
of group rights, sometimes from concerns
that they may threaten the individual rights of
vulnerable insiders, sometimes from concerns
about how to understand the relationships
between groups. On the former, I seek to
develop principles that define the legitimacy
of particular groups significantly in terms
of the way they do or do not further the
lives of their individual members, including
vulnerable members, thus trying to reconcile
group and individual rights. On the latter, I
develop principles that define the legitimacy
of particular groups significantly in terms of
an appropriate reciprocal recognition between
groups. A group that fundamentally denies
the rights of other groups that are ready to
respect other groups will, within my model,
lose many of its rights claims.
One implication of this latter point is
that there may well be the need to develop
appropriate arrangements to share religious
sites that are of religious significance to
more than one group. A court in India
recently implemented a sharing arrangement
between Hindu and Muslim communities
in respect of a particular religious site. In
the book, I discuss how this sort of model
applied in different contexts may well
serve not only peace between groups but
justice as well. Many of the matters at
stake are, understandably, controversial. I
present, of course, many of my arguments as
contributions to a conversation about rights,
and I look forward to learning from further
conversing. But I end up arguing that having
an appropriate theoretical model in which
groups hold rights can both contribute to the
important ongoing development of rights
theory and to better understandings of ways
that rights can contribute to the resolution of
specific practical problems.

This page is spsonored by Effie (Brook) & Harry Gordon of Vancouver
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Hadassah-WIZO News

CHW is Canada’s leading Jewish women’s philanthropic organization. Founded in 1917, CHW is non-political, volunteer driven and funds a multitude of programs and projects for Children, Healthcare and Women in Israel and Canada.
by Linda Shaw,

Do you feel it?
Hadassah-WIZO is a
“Rush”! I always get
a charge out of my CHW involvement but
this year with the Haggim later than usual,
our Sarah Goldenberg Chapter is ‘rushing’
to get in all our programs, to generate excitement about the National Conference, and to
launch our Annual Campaign – all before the
end of 2011.
In September - we held the opening meeting -a delicious potluck at Dianne Greenblat’s
home with a small but keen group. The rest of
you can and should still join our Sarah Goldenberg Chapter. We traditionally collect $10

Jewish-Style
Dinner for 8

In your own home
Win a five-course dinner for eight.
Raffle Tickets – only $2 each
Support Hadassah-WIZO

C H A R T E R E D A C C O U N T A NTS
Keith Thomson
B.Comm. CA
Paul S. Jaspar
FCA
Brian Turnquist
B.Comm. CA
Michael Gorniak
B.Comm. CA
•Accounting & Auditing
•Personal & Corporate Tax Planning & Preparation
• Computer Consulting, Training & Monthly Processing
•Financial Planning & Loan Proposals
•Estate Planning •Farm Taxation & NISA Forms
•Business Plans •Litigation Support •Business Valuations

244-4414

Fax: 244-1545
200 - 128 - 4th Avenue South, Saskatoon

from Life Members to cover chapter expenses
so send your cheques to Dianne. She’ll also
be glad to send out CHW Cards for you. (ph652-5916). What a great volunteer she is!
Thursday, November 3rd – At last, we will
be serving the Jewish-style Dinner for Eight
to the 2010 winner, Ken Cavanaugh and his
seven guests. …. just in time to start selling
the 2012 Raffle Tickets. Be sure to get yours.
Only $2.
Sunday, November 27th - Join us to launch
our CHW Annual Campaign at a Wine and
Cheese Party at my new home, 1109 Temperance Street at 7:30 p.m.. Guests welcome.
$10/person. Watch your mailbox for the details of the party and the campaign. “ Through
Canadian Hadassah-WIZO’s (CHW) Annual
Campaign, your support continues to provide
opportunities for countless children, women
and men in Israel so that they can change
their lives, affected by tragedy, hopelessness
or neglect, into lives with second chances and
positive outcome. This is the dream –with
your support, this can become a reality,
Some statics from the Campaign material
show that your support means:
*437 children receive enriched childcare,
including nutritious meals at CHW’s six
daycare centres.
*4300 students receive quality education
through CHW’s four schools; with 416 of
these students calling Hadassin and Nahalal
Youth Village their home.
PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
FROM A QUALIFIED
FINANCIAL ADVISOR
Darrell Nordstrom, R.F.P.,
C.F.P., CLU.
•Financial Estate Planning
•Investment Management
•Charitable Bequests
Assante Wealth Management

Potluck
Dinner at
Dianne’s

*180 students have a safe ride to school
through the Transportation Program at CHW
Netanya Technological High School; with 20
students participating in the annual March of
the Living program in Poland.
*Over 1.5 million patients receive compassionate care and medical excellence at
Hadassah Hospital and the Assaf Harofeh
Medical Centre, annually.
*Last year the Hadassah Hospital Fertility
Unit brought1,059 babies into the world;
and performed 3,591 in-vitro fertilization
treatments.
*World WIZO’s Shelters can provide a safe
haven for 80 women and their children.
Get involved. Give generously.
Thanks for your support,
Linda

Launch of our
CHW Annual Campaign with a

Wine & Cheese Party
at Linda & Arnie Shaw’s home,
1109 Temperance Street,

Sunday, November 27th
at 7:30p.m.

Wealth Creation, Preservation and Management

200 - 261 1st Ave. East
Saskatoon, Sask. S7K 1X2
Bus: 665-3377 Res: 933-4123

RSVP to Linda (lindashaw@shaw.ca)

This page is sponsored by Mickey and Lucille Narun of Toronto.
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SISTERHOOD REPORT
by Janet Erikson - Sisterhood President
September has
been crazy busy for
Sisterhood (read:
moi) with the High
Holidays. I seem
to always have a Challah baking, making the
house smell quite wonderful! Plus, at the time
of writing, the Hagim are not over and there
are more Challot to bake…note to self….
phone Nestor’s and order a half dozen challot)
Sisterhood, in collaboration with CAI, is
looking for a volunteer(s) to take the food
gathered at Rosh Hashanah to the Food Bank,

Library
News
by Patricia Pavey

Sunday, November 13th, will be our first
“Sunday Afternoon in the Library”.
I will give a book talk; there will be displays
and suggested reading lists, also some books
for sale at minimum cost. Bring your library
card and borrow! (If you don’t have one, we
can make you one on the spot). Despite the
“rules” there will be some refreshments, so
please come and enjoy YOUR library. The
fun starts at 2:00 p.m.
And, should you find any of our library
books, DVDs. etc., lying around in your home
(but of course you won’t) please bring them
with you. There are no fines.

preferably before the ‘best by’ date expiry. It
all rests at center stage in the multi function
room, and we don’t want it to get dusty now,
do we? Of course we don’t. It might add to
the weight and that we don’t want! Oh, and
don’t forget the egg cartons in the cloak room;
they go to the Food Bank as well.
In the middle of the Haggim is the great
secular holiday of Thanksgiving for which I
had 17 friends and relatives, and after which
I was completely exhausted. It was totally
worth the effort. (note to self: serving 17 in
my great room is not like serving 17 at shul.
Think long and hard about doing this again,
go have a nap and then decide to leave town
next year.)

ANNUAL
BOOK FAIR
We will have books from Israel’s
(Toronto) Book and Gift store at the
Hanukkah event. If you have any
requests for specific titles, NOW would
be the time to let me know and I’ll pass
the request on to Israel’s.
Come, buy a book or two
(or three or four or more...).
See you there!

SHERWOOD

CUELENAERE, KENDALL
KATZMAN
RICHARDS

gmc

&

Barristers, Solicitors and Mediators

RANDY KATZMAN

SASKATOON'S
ARTS & CONVENTION
CENTRE

(306) 653-5000
Fax: (306) 652-4171

#35 22nd Street E. Saskatoon, SK

B.Comm., LL.B.

5th Floor, Atrium Place, #510, 128 - 4th Avenue S.,
Saskatoon, S7K 1M8

The next Sisterhood meeting has not been
set, but it will not be November 27. Note
to self: consider starting new religion with
no conflicting dates and all members will be
zealots…)
The kitchen continues to run very well
under the conscientious direction of Terah
Looman. She is resourceful and all round
delight to work with on Shabbat. I keep telling
members, if they are not stopping by, they are
missing out on wonderful food. Note to self:
do something to make Terah feel appreciated.
Note to self…stop making notes to self.
The sticky notes around here look like a bad
job of redecorating.

gmc

Medium
Duty
Trucks

Free Shuttle Service
Pick-up and Delivery
7:30 a.m. - 5:15 p.m.

RV

Sales
and
Service

gmc
Heavy
Duty
Trucks

Body Shop

The Body Shop provides
Free Loaners on all SGI
or Retail Collision Claims

Tickets: www.tcutickets.ca

SHERWOOD

(306) 975-7777

374-6330 • Toll Free 1-877-374-6330

Website: www.tcuplace.com
This page is sponsored by Leona Wasserman
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Folkfest and Cultural Diversity

by Mayah Holtslander, Youth Editor
Having just
observed Rosh
Hashanah and
Yo m K i p p u r ,
I found myself
continually answering the annual question, “What is that?”
As this is the November/December Bulletin,
I found myself thinking about how these
questions never arise when I am celebrating Hanukkah. Why is everyone aware
of Hanukkah while remaining essentially
clueless about other Jewish holidays? Today I asked my friend that very question
and I think his response clearly explains the
unawareness I often find frustrating. His
response to my question was, “That is the
one they taught us about at school. Also,
it is relatable because it is kind of like your
Christmas. And of course Adam Sandler”.
This answer was casual, and said in a joking

manner. Nonetheless, it expresses a lot of issues and misconceptions I have experienced.
To me, it seems that Hanukkah it generally
not understood in its own context, but rather
in comparison to Christmas. Because people
can find similarities between the holidays,
it becomes memorable and less foreign. As
well, because Hanukkah happens at the same
time of year as Christmas, there seems to
be a move to be culturally inclusive. For
example, every year the Star Pheonix seems
to publish a photo of Hebrew school students
lighting a menorah, giving the appearance
of being culturally aware. However, during
the rest of the year, these community expressions of cultural difference remain relatively
absent. The question remains, why do few
people seem to have knowledge about Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, in spite of their
importance? The traditions of these holidays
are more unique. They occur at a time when

there isn’t a major Christian or secular holiday
to compare them to. As well, the practices of
these holidays are distinct, being difficult to
relate to any other holiday celebrated by the
majority. Nonetheless, the concepts behind
these holidays are easy to understand. This
year, when people ask about Hanukkah, I
encourage you to find out what people truly
know about the holiday. When explaining
Hanukkah, focus on the story behind it, not
the gift giving or candle lighting. As well,
after explaining these things, perhaps explain
that Hanukkah is a relatively minor holiday,
and if one wishes to become more culturally
aware, there are more significant holidays an
individual can learn about. However, that
being said, nothing beats latkes and donuts,
and I am truly looking forward to celebrating
Hanukkah.

Jewish Students’ Association

by Matthew Feldman, JSA President
P a r e n t s , and am so thrilled to be able to share in that
friends, fellow as I complete my Master’s of Public Health
s t u d e n t s , a n d at the University of Saskatchewan.
As incoming JSA President, I look forward
members of the
to the coming year with the hopes of contincommunity:
I want to take ued involvement in the community as well as
this opportunity the establishment of a greater community of
to first and fore- Jewish students on campus at the University
most wish all of you a Shana Tova, a Happy of Saskatchewan. We have several exciting
and Healthy New Year. My name is Matthew programs already planned and underway and
Feldman and I am the incoming Jewish Stu- are beginning to develop new ideas and stratedent’s Association President. Originally from gies to bring a renewed sense of enthusiasm to
Calgary, I have roots in Saskatchewan as my all JSA members and other Jewish students on
Grandfather, a Golumbia, grew up on a farm in campus. In doing so, I am fortunate enough to
Macrorie and later moved to Saskatoon where be assisted by a respectable and talented group
he had three daughters, one of which happens of fellow students that will be serving as the
to be my mother! I have strong ties to the area JSA Executive for the coming year.

On October 6, the JSA hosted a welcome
event at Louis’ on campus where students
enjoyed food, drinks, and good laughs with
friends old and new. We had a respectable
turnout of students that we hope we can expand on for future programs. One such program on October 14 is ‘Hookah in the Sukkah’
in celebration of the holiday of Sukkot. Once
again we look forward to celebrating a joyful
and relaxed atmosphere with close friends as
we sit out under the stars in the Sukkah at
Agudas Israel Synagogue. The U of S campus
is always buzzing with events and speakers
that we hope to get our members out to as well,
but these programs are currently being developed with no set dates as of yet. November,
on the other hand, is a busy month, including
member meetings, informal get-togethers, the
B’nai Brith Dinner, and a community Friday
night service at Agudas Israel Synagogue,
hosted by the JSA. I cannot wait to get out to
these programs and hope that all of you will
take an active role in supporting us and being
involved in whatever way you can.
Before I conclude, I would like to introduce
all of you to our outstanding Executive Committee. As Vice-President, Jonathan Katzman
continued on page 9
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Letter from Jolene Shiff
Dear Friends,
This is a letter of thanks for your recent gift.
In August, your Board Members unanimously
approved a donation of 40 siddurim to our
tiny Jewish enclave, Congregation Beth
Israel, in West Texas. Our High Holiday
prayer books were literally falling apart at
the seams. For those of you who don’t know
me, or haven’t received a recent update, let
me give you a bit of background about me
and tell you about this wonderful community
that you have helped uplift and maintain with
your generous gift.
My son Oliver and I belonged to the Agudas
Israel family from 2001-2004. In late ’04, we
moved to Ottawa so that I could pursue my
studies. In November of 2005, I met my future
husband, Boris, on Jdate. He is an Air Force
Captain born in Minsk, Belarus whose parents
brought him and his brother to the United
States in 1989. The Jewish community in
Dallas, Texas sponsored their visas and, like
so many others, they left everything behind
to begin a new life in a country of opportunities. Boris has served in Kosovo, Indonesia,
Afghanistan, and numerous other far-flung
places. His brother Yuri just completed
medical school and will begin his residency in
pediatric radiology at Harvard next year. My
in-laws embody that immigrant experience
of parents who sacrifice for their children’s
futures while themselves choosing a certain
homelessness—belonging neither here nor
there. My father-in-law related to my Dad
the irony of the fact that he moved his sons
out of Belarus in no small part to avoid the

death penalty of mandatory military service
only to have his oldest boy sign up for the
U.S. Air Force straight out of High School.
However, my life as a military spouse has
been an honor and a blessing. We spent three
years in Honolulu, welcomed a baby girl in
June of 2008, and have spent the last two years
in West Texas. My first thought when learning that we would be stationed in the middle
of nowhere was, “is there any kind of Jewish
life there for my kids?” Remarkably, there is!
San Angelo is home to the second-oldest Jewish congregation in all of Texas. The city itself
was actually owned by a Jew in the 1870’s.
The owner, Marcus Koenigheim, unsuccessfully tried to trade San Angelo for a barrel of
whiskey. However, the town eventually grew
out of its saloons, brothels, and gambling
dens. Its Jewish community was formally
chartered in 1913, and a synagogue, Beth
Israel, was built in 1928 when the land was
deeded to the Jewish community by a local
Methodist businessman. The deed “stipulated
that the property could never be sold or leased
or permitted to be occupied by negroes or
Mexicans – this restriction having no relation
to servants’ houses and such.” Additionally,
“said property shall never be sold or leased
nor permitted to be occupied by prostitutes or
bootleggers.” Over the years, membership has
ebbed and flowed and, like so many congregations, Beth Israel is an aging community.
However, there are some permanent young
families, as well as military personnel and
their families who are fortunate enough to
have a small community to belong to. There
is a Hebrew school teacher, Ami Mizell-Flint,

JSA... from page8
is coming off a very successful year as JSA
President and has been kind enough to allow
me to take over the responsibility of leading
the charge. David Hilger is the incoming
Treasurer and after being kind enough to
volunteer for the position, has already done a
great job in securing preliminary funding for
events and programs and continues to work
hard to get JSA as much support as possible.
As the Secretary, Natasha Stubbs will be a
frequent voice in your community newsletter and will be working hard to maintain
the organization and direction of Executive
meetings and events, which is an integral role
within the group. Finally, after completing
medical school at McMaster University in

Hamilton, Ontario, I was pleased to find out
that Miriam Katzman will be serving as the
Social Action Coordinator for the organization. After already conducting a fundraiser to
support the thousands of individuals starving
in Somalia, Miriam is eager to get JSA more
involved in the community and we, as an
Executive, could not be more excited.
Thank you to all of you for your continued
support and dedication to the JSA and to us,
as students, on campus. I would also like to
extend my appreciation to the Shlichim, Ido
and Ayelet, for their support and enthusiasm
with all things JSA! Once again, Shana Tova
and I wish all of you a happy, healthy, successful, and sweet New Year.

who hails from Florida. Her husband and four
children have permanently settled in town.
My son Oliver celebrated his Bar Mitzvah
this past summer, a milestone that could not
have occurred without his Jewish education
and this warm and welcoming West Texas
community. I am especially proud that Friday night services are held every week and
although a minyan is not the norm, the community perseveres. Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur are our busiest times of year with Jews
from the surrounding area making the trip
down to San Angelo. This is where Agudas
Israel’s gift becomes so critical—Beth Israel’s
high holiday prayer books have been falling
to pieces in its member’s laps for years and
the cost of replacing them—with dwindling
membership and an historical building to
maintain—is prohibitive.
To the board and members of Agudas Israel,
your tzedakah is a huge bracha and a kiddush HaShem. Thank you so much for your
willingness to provide our community with
something that was desperately needed and
is so greatly appreciated.
Wishing you all l’shana tova and an easy
fast. May you be sealed in the Book of Life
for good!
Editor’s Note: Jolene Shiff ( nee Cole) was
a member of CAI for several years and now
lives in Texas with her husband and children.
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Hazzan’s Notes... from page 4
Jewish community? First we should clarify
some of our historical and current diversity,
and then we will consider the rituals.
There are scholarly arguments about who
the early Israelites were, when and how they
entered the Promised Land, and when and by
whom the Hebrew Bible was composed and
edited. What is agreed by most scholars is that
from the very earliest days of the Israelites,
the Jewish People has been made up of many
ethnicities and languages.
At the recent Judaic Studies conference
sponsored by St. Thomas More College, our
visiting scholars proposed that we should
speak of “multiple Judaisms” at the turn of the
Common Era. These included the four groups
of Sadducees, Pharisees, Essenes, and Zealots, and several other splinter groups, such
as the Samaritans. By the 2nd century of the
Common Era, these coalesced into Rabbinic
Judaism and early Christianity.
Jewish congregations now have members
whose family backgrounds include sojourns
in South America, Africa, Russia, the Middle
East, all over Europe, and perhaps even the
Far East. In addition to this geographic diversity of our ancestry, there is gender diversity,
various opinions about national and international politics, diversity of opinion about
Israel and the role of Zionism, and diversity
of religious practices and beliefs.
For over 3,000 years, we have been not
just a religion, but rather an ethnicity or a
“Peoplehood”, to which a person can voluntarily choose to join through conversion. Jews
share historical memories, religious ethics and
social values, and the belief that there is only
one invisible God, whom we cannot embody
in pictures and idols.
What binds us together, allowing us to be
considered as part of the “Jewish People”?
Our Jewish traditions bind us “horizontally”
at the present time with our fellow Jews in this
and all other Jewish communities, and they
also bind us “vertically” with all Jews who
have ever lived throughout our 3000 years of
Jewish history.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
We are particularly bound together by the
rituals that carry the ethical values of our
Torah and the rest of the Hebrew Bible. Some
of these rituals are based in the home, while
others are particular to the synagogue. Rosh
Hashanah has rituals for both of these: there
are services with Torah chanting and Shofar

blowing in the synagogue, and there is the
special round Challah and a Kiddush during
the family meals at home.
Yom Kippur is mostly observed as synagogue worship and fasting; many of us in this
community break the fast here after Neilah.
On Sukkot we use a Lulav mainly during
synagogue services, and some of us build a
Sukkah at home for meals. Hanukkah and
Pesach involve home rituals, while Simchat
Torah and Purim are celebrated right here.
Shabbat is a key element of Jewish practice and can have a strong effect on Jewish
identity. A 20th century Jewish leader, Achad
HaAm said, “More than the Jewish People
have kept the Shabbat, the Shabbat has kept
the Jewish People intact.” By making Shabbat into a special time-period, we remind
ourselves that there is more to life than work
and shopping - there is family, relaxation, and
enjoying God’s Creation.
According to Abraham Joshua Heschel,
Judaism is still here after all these centuries
because we concentrate on sacred time rather
than sacred space. It is rituals and actions
that make time sacred, and in modern liberal Judaism, this is not an “all-or-nothing”
proposition. Anything that helps differentiate
sacred time from the mundane workweek is
useful to reinforce our Jewish identity and our
community cohesion.
In the Saskatoon Jewish community, we
have a wide range of Shabbat observance,
from none at all to totally Orthodox, with no
use of technology, driving, or money. Why
would a modern person voluntarily refrain
from using the phone and computer one day
each week? The answer is simple - it is nice
to have peace and quiet for 24 hours! It is nice
to read for relaxation, take a mid-day nap, and
have leisurely family meals.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
There is another connection between our
sports teams and Jewish identity. In sports,
success comes from a combination of hard
work, lots of practice, and team building.
Some commentators even speak of setbacks
and successes in religious terminology, such
as the idea that a team experiences “redemption” by coming from behind to win.
Particularly in a small Jewish community
such as ours, we only succeed with our huge
level of activity through hard work and the
cooperation of many people. While it is nice

to receive recognition such as the Schechter
Gold Award for our Holocaust Program, the
real reward is knowing that our community is
serving the needs of our local Jews.
Just as citizens of Saskatoon can choose to
ignore any role that our organized sports teams
might have in their lives, there are some members of our synagogue for whom attendance
at services and the practice of Jewish rituals
play little role in their lives. Nonetheless, they
choose to affiliate with our community, for a
variety of reasons.
Judaism is not a coercive religion. The liberal religious movements make few demands
on us for either religious observance or even
community participation - it is all voluntary.
However, there are benefits to individual
Jews that come from their being connected
to our community, and from their choosing
to participate in some level of Jewish rituals.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
I have described how sports and religious
rituals help shape our community identities. I
believe that choosing some comfortable level
of ritual practice can help strengthen our Jewish identity, help strengthen our community,
and pass on that identity to the future.
Here is my challenge to you for this coming
year. Pick one aspect of Shabbat rituals or
observance, and try it for one month. Perhaps
have a Friday family meal together, even if
you do not include specific rituals. Perhaps
spend less time shopping on Saturdays, and
use the extra time to visit with a friend instead. Perhaps during the month of trying
some aspect of Shabbat observance, attend
two Shabbat morning services.
It may turn out that you do not experience
any good feelings or benefits from trying this,
but one can never know without trying the
experiment. A possible response if this does
not work for you might be to spend a second
month trying a different aspect of Shabbat.
The point of my challenge is that wherever
we are in the range of Jewish observance and
identity, there are benefits to ourselves and
to our community from trying to expand our
practices. Just as the Riders, Blades and Huskies help glue together the diverse Saskatoon
community, our participation in aspects of
Jewish rituals can strengthen our own Jewish
identities, and help foster the growth of our
diverse Jewish community.
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by Linda Shaw

A Night in Venice

When Laura Buckwold told Arnie and me
about the event she was planning of course we
said our family would be there - after all she
is very persuasive (and our cousin). She was
determined to raise funds for the Crocus Coop and its support of Mental Health. October
is Mental Health Month so with limited time
she set out, almost single-handedly, to plan
a huge undertaking – a gala evening of fine
food and wine, Venetian ambiance and Opera.
We knew she’d make it happen but I never
dreamed it would be such an overwhelming
success. On Saturday, October 1st, the Riverside Golf and Country Club dining room
became a European Opera House and was
filled to capacity with elegant guests – most
of who weren’t even related to Laura. Mary
Ellen and Ian helped with ticket sales but
Laura was able to attract many generous spon-

As my father planted for
me before I was born,
So do I plant for those
who will come after me.
from the Talmud
Your contribution, sent to:
Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
Congregation Agudas Israel,
715 McKinnon Avenue, Saskatoon
S7H 2G2
will be gratefully received and
faithfully applied.

sors – like Saskatoon B’nai Brith, Blossoms,
Sherwood Chev and C95.
I’m no Opera Critic but I thought the
evening was magical. The dinner was delicious, the speeches were excellent, but by far
the highlight of the evening was the music.
Laura and her extremely talented friends,
Anastasia Winterhalt, Lisa Hornung and
Michael Harris mesmerized the guests with
their wonderful operatic voices. They entertained between the many courses, showing
off their incredible vocal ranges and styles,
from familiar opera classics to Broadway
musical numbers. James Hahn, as MC, introduced all the songs and thankfully gave
us quick translations and explanations as the
four sang in English, Italian, French, German
and Spanish. They just blew me away! What
an amazing instrument a beautifully trained

The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:

TO

Textbooks
Family History Books
... to your specifications and satisfaction

Tel. 306.955.3373 • Fax. 306.955.5739

FROM			

Marsha Scharfstein
In honour of your Bat Mitzvah
Franci, Gord, Mayah, & Abby Holtslander
Marsha Scharfstein
In honour of your Bat Mitzvah
Leona Wasserman			
Ron Waldman & Family In memory of Toba Waldman
Leona Wasserman			
				
Gladys & Gerry Rose Fund
Peter Gropper
Mazel Tov
Glady Rose & Family			
Waldman Family
In memory of Toba Waldman
Glady Rose

we design and print...

217 Jessop Avenue • Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7N 1Y3

GREETING

Saskatoon Jewish Foundation

Grace Goluboff

Brochures
Newsletters
Flyers
Posters
Presentation Folders
Laser Cheques
Stationery
Annual reports
Business Forms
Carbonless Forms

voice can be! The solos, duets and quartet
finale were thrilling and if the long standing
ovation at the end of the evening was an indication, all 160 guests were as delighted as
I was. Brava, Laura.

NATE & GRACE GOLUBOFF FUND
In honour of her 90th Birthday
Leona Wasserman
yoM kippur fund - Breaking the Fast Donations
Alan Rosenberg & Lesley-Ann Crone
Dr. Perry & Jordanna Jacobson
Leona Wasserman
Zoe Litman
Patricia Pavey
Joyce Hoge
Kayla Hock
Herschel Davidner
David Katzman
Elaine Maksymiuk
Steven & Leila Goluboff
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Ido and Aeylet.. from page 3
like to use quotes in our articles and sermons.
This case won’t be different. Seriously! Why
work so hard, if someone else has already
done the work for you – and probably in a
much better way?
Today we chose to quote one of Israel’s
greatest poets, Yehuda Amichai:
The Place Where We Are Right
by Yehuda Amichai
From the place where we are right
Flowers will never grow
In the spring.
The place where we are right
Is hard and trampled
Like a yard.
But doubts and loves
Dig up the world
Like a mole, a plow.
And a whisper will be heard in the place
Where the ruined
House once stood.
Read the poem again, so that we can delve
into the words together.
“But doubts and loves dig up the world”.
Fill your heart with doubts and loves instead
of certainties and automatic opposition. Eventually you will see that something good may
grow from it.
As we noted at the beginning, there were
several other matters, that nature (or whoever runs it), made us face. In order for self
examination to be genuine, it can not occur
only in one layer of the soul. It must happen
on a number of layers simultaneously.
The next layer for us, was the layer of
friendship. “True friendship” as we all know,
is priceless for every human being; certainly
for us, and for people in similar situations,
whose families are far away.

There is a well-known Arab saying: “It is
better to have a close neighbor then a distant
brother”. In moments of crisis as well as in
moments of joy, you need them, your friends,
to be able to confide in them and share all that
is in your heart. When it comes to friendship,
the real soul-searching is not about who is
your friend or who is there for you. But
above all, you have to ask yourself: “Am I
that friend? How much am I willing to give?
Can I see my friend’s needs before my own?”
Once more, these days of atonement, provide us with opportunity to reflect on these
questions. We found ourselves on both sides
of the equation: examinees and examiners,
supporters and supported, unloading and
absorbing. We can’t really “grade” these so
called “friendship tests”. We can only continue to develop and deepen friendships and
treasure them forever.
The last layer that we will share with you
today, is the family layer. Anyone who knows
us, knows that for us our family takes more
then just a layer - let’s say a chunk! We are
both from a family of four siblings. Ayelet is
the oldest (which means - the responsible one)
and Ido is the youngest (which means - the
spoiled one). Take all this and add: parents,
grandparents, uncles, cousins, nephews and
nieces of course.
We owe a lot of who we are to our families. For better or worse. Our families are our
backbone, they hold us upright and are the
main channel for all of our nerves.
In addition to all those characters (also
known as - our families), we have you guys,
the community – who are taking care of us in
so many ways! And of course, we have our
own little family that we have created: two
crazy cats and one another.
If you think about it, your spouse is the
only family member, you can actually choose.

As a logical result, your spouse should be
the family member with whom you have the
least amount of conflicts. Too bad life is not
always logical.
You are probably wondering what kind of
reflections we were going through regarding
our families. After all, it has been quite some
time since the last time Ido’s mom told him
to clean his room, or Ayelet’s dad told her
“enough with the TV!”. We stopped a while
ago wiping those wet family kisses from our
cheeks, that throughout the years became so
precious.
Well, reflection is not only a process that
relates to the past, but also has an impact on
the future. This new year represents renewal
in all dimensions of our lives. Among them:
a change in the perspective in which we
perceive our country; and our relationship
with our friends, that keeps evolving. When
thinking in terms of family, renewal must take
place, otherwise family will cease to exist.
Baruch Hashem, our family is full of renewals. In the upcoming year we are expecting three births. Next month, Ido’s brother
and his wife are expecting their first child.
In February Ido’s sister and her husband are
expecting their third son. And if that’s not
enough, in the middle of April, Dr. Goluboff is
expected to deliver our first baby, who will be
born to the extended family of Agudas Israel.
As you can see, the past nine days have
been quite challenging, days of doubts, insights and non-stop explorations. Above all,
these have been days of renewal and growth.
May the upcoming year be the same for
the entire family of Agudas Israel which we
are so proud to be part of.
Shana Tova and Gmar Chatima Tova
(Happy new year and may you be inscribed
in the book of life)
Love,
Ido and Ayelet

auspices of the Saskatoon Jewish Cultural Association, an afternoon of Jewish and eclectic
music and dance at the Jewish Community
Centre. Global Village Part 2 will be another
memorable cultural extravaganza.
Finally, on December 11th, Hanukah will
be heralded in by the famous Golden Latkes
Variety Show, in association with the Children’s Hanukah Activity Fair, Community
Book Fair and the Sisterhood Gift Shop Sale.
End the year by participating in these

many activities and share in Tikkun Olam
and Tzedakah by contributing to the UJA
campaign and for the men, helping with the
Silver Plate Dinner.

Editorial... from page 3
– Station 20 West, enhancing better mental
health – Crocus Co-op, ensuring better health
care facilities for our University Students
and newly partnering with The Saskatoon
Foundation by allowing our We’re Proud of
You Award recipient, the choice of a charity
of his passion to receive $5000 matching
grants from B’nai Brith and the Saskatoon
Foundation.
On November 20th, the inimitable Dr.
David Kaplan will again orchestrate under the
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A Jew can be Jewish
with God, against God,
but not without God.

Elie Wiesel

Yahrtzeits
November 4/5
Leiser Singer
Michael Stier
Melvin Laimon
Jack Milavsky
Asher Lehrer
Esar Katz
Rose Mallin
Labe Rapaport
Bella Spector
Clara Goldenberg
Solomon Waiser
Frank Arshawsky
Dina Teitelbaum
David Hamir

Heshvan 7/8
Nov 4 (7)*
Nov 4 (7)
Nov 4 (7)*
Nov 4 (7)*
Nov 6 (9)*
Nov 6 (9)*
Nov 6 (9)*
Nov 7 (10)
Nov 8 (11)*
Nov 8 (11)*
Nov 8 (11)*
Nov 9 (12)
Nov 10 (13)*
Nov 10 (13)

November 11/12
Philip Horlick
M. Kavsky
Clara Hock
Elsie Rose
Tassie Arshawsky
Esther Landau
Sonia Ghitter
Karl Heubsch
Harold Lavington
Morris Sass
Abe Sonnenschein
Peter Brook
Celia Reznick
Rose Davidner
Michla Volansky
Frank Shwartz
Bella Mondrus
Nechi Shore
Mania Winocour
Jack Avol

Heshvan 14/15
Nov 11 (14)
Nov 11 (14)
Nov 11 (14)
Nov 11 (14)*
Nov 11 (14)
Nov 11 (14)
Nov 12 (15)
Nov 12 (15)
Nov 12 (15)
Nov 12 (15)
Nov 13 (16)*
Nov 14 (17)
Nov 14 (17)*
Nov 15 (18)*
Nov 16 (19)*
Nov 16 (19)
Nov 16 (19)
Nov 17 (20)
Nov 17 (20)*
Nov 17 (20)*

November 18/19
Liba Newman
Sarah Pollock
Baby Brook
Esther Davidner
Lily Swartz
Richard Ruskin
Bertholt Wormann
Geraldine Jaffe
Nathan Buller
Rudolph Altschul
Samuel Sugarman
Revan Applebaum

Heshvan 21/22
Nov 18 (21)*
Nov 18 (21)*
Nov 18 (21)
Nov 19 (22)*
Nov 19 (22)*
Nov 20 (23)*
Nov 21 (24)*
Nov 22 (25)
Nov 23 (26)*
Nov 23 (26)*
Nov 23 (26)*
Nov 24 (27)

November 25/26
Molly Grobman
Sam Fromson
Harry Zhivotovsky
Jack Weitzman
Vina Silverman
Katie Claman
Allen Gonor
Louise Gumprich
Samuel Claman
Zlotta Letzman
Adolf Lehrer
Moishe Gross
Harry Minovitz
Julie Sarblut
Sam Goodman
Frank Miller
Eleanor Segal
Louis Levy
Sarah Hock
Harold Pavey
Isadore Richman
Abraham Chorsky
Joseph Katz
Wolfe Bodovsky
Alexander Fayerman
Anette Sternberg
Miriam Pavey
Dorothy Steiger

Heshvan 28/29
Nov 25 (28)*
Nov 25 (28)*
Nov 26 (29)
Nov 26 (29)*
Nov 27 (Kislev 1)
Nov 27 (1)
Nov 27 (1)
Nov 27 (1)*
Nov 28 (2)
Nov 28 (2)*
Nov 28 (2)*
Nov 28 (2)
Nov 28 (2)*
Nov 29 (3)
Nov 29 (3)
Nov 29 (3)*
Nov 29 (3)
Nov 30 (4)
Nov 30 (4)*
Nov 30 (4)
Nov 30 (4)*
Dec 1 (5)
Dec 1 (5)
Dec 1 (5)
Dec 1 (5)
Dec 1 (5)*
Dec 1 (5)
Dec 1 (5)*

December 2/3
Ytzchak Solsberg
Isaac Fogel
Ethel Nulman
Mayer Padolsky
Halevi Polatnic
Rebecca Butler
Samuel Friedman
Sarah Sharzer
Harry Friedman
Zelda Dachis
Joseph Segal
Ella Springman
Isaac Goldenberg
Philip Golumbia
Grisha Gersher
Sally Katz
Bessie Waiser
Malke Hamir

Kislev 6/7
Dec 2 (6)
Dec 3 (7)
Dec 3 (7)
Dec 4 (8)
Dec 4 (8)
Dec 5 (9)
Dec 5 (9)*
Dec 5 (9)*
Dec 6 (10)
Dec 6 (10)
Dec 6 (10)*
Dec 6 (10)*
Dec 7 (11)*
Dec 7 (11)*
Dec 7 (11)
Dec 7 (11)*
Dec 8 (12)*
Dec 8 (12)

December 9/10
Eli Shapero
Annie Sklar
Bernie Fingard
Aida Soiffer

Kislev 13/14
Dec 9 (13)
Dec 9 (13)
Dec 9 (13)*
Dec 10 (14)

Nathan Shaffer
Tanya Flikshteyn
Ben Shore
David Teplinsky
Mary-Ida Davidner
Morris Lubin
Yehudith Broudy
Jacob Neumann
Anna Blank
Rebecca Green
Mary Bender
Samuel Lifshin
Alex Blum

Dec 11 (15)*
Dec 11 (15)
Dec 11 (15)*
Dec 11 (15)
Dec 11 (15)*
Dec 12 (16)
Dec 13 (17)
Dec 13 (17)*
Dec 13 (17)
Dec 13 (17)
Dec 14 (18)*
Dec 14 (18)*
Dec 15 (19)

December 16/17
Chaim Kolominsky
Fannie Kahan
Podhorcer
Joseph Brant
Reisie Korber

Kislev 20/21
Dec 17 (21)*
Dec 17 (21)
Dec 18 (22)
Dec 20 (24)
Dec 22 (26)*

December 23/24
Gertrude Goffman
Sara Korzen
Isaac Lubin
David MacKay
Michael Goorovitch
Freda Aaron
Alex Gimpel
Rena Levitsky
Haim Kolominsky
Chaje Goldenberg
Edith Caplan
Marvin Aarons
Susanna Hillman
Tom Kovish
Hyman Arlinsky

Kislev 27/28
Dec 25 (29)
Dec 25 (29)*
Dec 25 (29)
Dec 25 (29)
Dec 26 (30)
Dec 26 (30)*
Dec 27 (Tevet 1)
Dec 27 (1)*
Dec 27 (1)
Dec 28 (2)*
Dec 28 (2)
Dec 28 (2)*
Dec 29 (3)*
Dec 29 (3)
Dec 29 (3)

December 30/31
Nathan Kornfeld
Charles Vickar
Helen Levson
Doris Mazer
Israel Katzman
Leopold Edison
Labe Katzman
Joseph Donen
Annie Handelman
Ida Gamm
Arthur Singer
Moses Filer

Tevet 4/5
Dec 30 (4)
Dec 30 (4)
Dec 31 (5)
Dec 31 (5)*
Jan 1 (6)
Jan 1 (6)
Jan 1 (6)*
Jan 2 (7)
Jan 3 (8)*
Jan 4 (9)
Jan 4 (9)*
Jan 5 (10)*
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Heather’s Garden... from page 4
that precludes criticism, and no relationship
without a history of mistakes or hurts.
Why is it when it comes to Israel something
chemical, cellular happens to so many of us?
Why do we feel that if we are critical we are
violating a blood liable, or if we are lavish in
our adoration we aren’t sensitive to injustice.
I understand that the generation of my parents and grandparents who were born before
and immediately after the WW11 will always
see Israel in a way that I am privileged not to
understand. For them, Israel is the promise,
the hope and the life that was taken from
them. Their need to protect this is as visceral
as their memories of the war and the faces
on their parents and relatives as they recall
these horrors.
A generation later, we all understand that
our connection to Israel is, and must be much
more than a Holocaust settlement. In fact, our
right to exist is both more than the Holocaust
and much deeper because of it.
We all know that freedom of speech
is a privilege. We relish in debate and discussions that don’t define our friendships.
Yet, when the subject of Israel comes up, we
bristle. We feel threatened in a way that we
never do when we talk about Canadian or
American politics.
Why is that? And how do we change it?
When I was younger I knew the difference
between black and white, right and wrong, and
I knew exactly where that line was. It was
wrong to have children outside a marriage,
wrong for a five year old to wear a diaper,
wrong to call an elder by a first name, and right
to never say anything critical about Israel.
We all know that the line grays and obscures with age. I won’t embarrass my kids
by telling you how long it took to get them
out of diapers, some of my best friends have
kids and aren’t married, “Mrs. Avivi” became
June, and I am critical of Israel and still love
her with my heart and soul.
Yet, despite this I am still learning to hear
others be critical of Israel and not take it
personally or beyond face value. And, those
who are less critical than I still listen to my
judgment and consider me disloyal.
Today, I have only a few things that are
absolutes where Israel is concerned. I believe
that according to the lessons of history, Israel
is not an apartheid state, and calling it such
has unearthed a dangerous, and threatening
new hate. And I believe without condition,

hesitation or an ounce of gray that Israel has
an inherent right to exist and not negotiate
with anybody who feels otherwise. The rest
is all gray.
So much about Israel is remarkable. Thousands of years of Jewish history are literally
at our feet and in archeological digs all over
the country. Our connection to this land is
historical, spiritual and visceral.
I am proud that right now, Israel is engaged
in a serious, compressive social revolution.
Citizens are protesting the outrageous cost
of living, and other social challenges. In the
Middle East, Israeli’s right to protest is both
unconditional and unprecedented.
I am deeply worried about the challenges
of the Haredim and the toll they exact on a
country already facing so many challenges.
I am angry that a religious government has
power, and that the religion of the government
is not the religions of its entire people.
Some of Israel’s corrupt and dishonest
leaders have embarrassed me. I have been
angered by decisions and actions of the government, and questioned the logic of others,
especially in a world so quick to judge.
I can feel all of those things at the same
time, and not feel even a bit conflicted or
disloyal. I wish we all could accept this
dichotomous relationship within others and
ourselves and move forward. I know this wish
sounds unsubstantial, but it isn’t.
For me, this idea is not naïve, but concrete
and practical. Judaism at its core demands
that we analyze and question everything.
We have a tradition of considering all three
sides of one argument, and yet we stop short
when it comes to applying this practice to our
feelings and understanding of Israel. This
conflicted consideration is the core of critical engagement, and a key to re-defining our
Israel perspective.
There may always be protests, acrimony
and division. But until we actually listen to
each other, all this will do is build bigger walls
and create bigger divides. What we really
need is to build the peace in the middle. The
sooner we establish the layers of friendship,
the better, and stronger and more permanent
a foundation we will establish from which to
grow this just peace.
I am putting my feelings into concrete
action. I am working with groups of Muslim
leaders to create relationships and organizations that will demonstrate the value of
This page is sponsored by Mirka Pollak
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friendship and goodness. We have started
an organization called Salam Ha’bayit. For
now, it’s a youth movement with members in
both communities, who will be doing visible
good volunteer things around Saskatoon. The
adults will join in with our own activities.
We are not building bridges. They already
exist. We are simply spreading friendship,
goodness and their example. Our only rule
is friendship and food before politics. We are
making friends and when we do ultimately
discuss more substantive things we may
disagree, but we will do so as friends. I know
this will make a difference. Others in our own
community are committed to growing peace.
FRAPP is one such organization that works
to grow multi-cultural and mutual tolerance.
It’s okay to call me naïve, but clearly the
paradigm that permeates our media and much
of our culture isn’t working. With all our talk
of a political left and right, we aren’t looking
hard enough to find a place for peace in the
middle.
In Saskatoon and beyond, we need to blur
some lines in order to both re-define our own
unique relationship with Israel the Israel interactions we with have with others.
Israel needs supporters. She doesn’t
need radical, unconditional love, but critical,
sustaining friendships. As Diaspora Jews,
we have the opportunity to fight the wave
of anti-Israel rhetoric that I fear is becoming
dangerous with a new kind of tough love; that
isn’t defined by a line or any one platform.
I believe in the goodness of people. It
didn’t take my baklava friend to convince me,
but it was a tangible reminder. Good things
don’t grow when we draw lines, only when
we erase them
I want to see an Israel that engenders the
kind of controversy we all enjoy over coffee
and around the dinner table. I want us all to
love an Israel that is autonomous and safe,
praiseworthy and proud. I want this Israel for
Jews, and Palestinians, Muslims and Christians. I want it for my children and grand
children, my brother and my friends for all
of the shlichim we in Saskatoon call family.
I want this in KerenOr’s memory, for all who
gave their lives to protect, and those who lost
theirs in challenge. This yontif I will pray
that we all can try to live differently, view
more gently, judge less quickly and help fill
the space in the middle where we can truly
live together in peace. Shana Tova!

Israel Is Not Normal – From the Jewish Journal
By David Suissa
You can say a lot about Israel, but not that
it’s a normal country.
Any way you look at it - its biblical roots
and miraculous revival after 1,900 years; its
state of virtual siege surrounded by ruthless
enemies; its improbable military victories; its
scientific innovations to help humanity; its
economic power; its democratic character;
its ingathering of immigrants from around
the world; its flourishing cultural scene; its
heated debates and never-ending political
dramas; and, lest we forget, its ridiculous
status as the United Nation’s most scrutinized
and condemned country - this tiny nation
has become, in a short time, one of the most
unusual and extraordinary experiments in the
history of nations.
Let’s look at just three recent events:
First, what kind of country would trade
1,027 convicted criminals and terrorists
for one kidnapped soldier? Certainly not a
normal one.
Let’s face it - the deal for Gilad Shalit
makes no sense. As a well-known Israeli
writer once wrote: “Prisoner releases only
embolden terrorists by giving them the feeling
that even if they are caught, their punishment
will be brief. Worse, by leading terrorists to
think such demands are likely to be met, they
encourage precisely the terrorist blackmail
they are supposed to defuse.”
The writer was Benjamin Netanyahu, in
his 1995 book, “Fighting Terrorism: How
Democracies Can Defeat Domestic and
International Terrorists.”
Of course, now that Bibi is in charge, it’s
not so easy for him to ignore the wishes of a
nation yearning for the freedom of one soldier,
a soldier who has become, in the poignant
words of Yossi Klein Halevi, “everyone’s
son.”
This solidarity is not normal. Here is
virtually a whole nation acting as one
irrational parent (is there a price tag too high
to save one’s son?), and exhibiting a love of
life that transcends reason.
Many of us worry, justifiably, that the
price for Shalit will be paid in more Jewish
blood. I don’t pretend to have a good answer
for that, but I do think Israel’s message is not
just one of weakness. Israel is also saying to
its enemies: If we are so crazy about saving
one life, imagine how crazy we will get about
saving the life of our nation next time you try
to mess with us.
I can’t think of another country that would

make such a crazy gesture.
My second example of Israeli abnormality
is the tent city protests of last summer and the
Trachtenberg Report that followed.
To understand how abnormal this is, just
imagine President Barack Obama forming a
commission next week to address the Occupy
Wall Street movement; the leader of that
commission meeting nightly with protesters
to get their input and ideas, while launching
an open-source Web site to solicit ideas from
concerned citizens; the commission drafting
a comprehensive report to the president with
detailed recommendations on everything from
cost of living and education to tax reform
and affordable housing; and the plan being
approved by Congress - all in less than eight
weeks!
Like I said, not normal, but it’s exactly
what happened in Israel.
My third example of Israeli abnormality
is the world’s hysterical reaction last month
to Israel’s desire to build apartments in
a Jewish neighborhood in Jerusalem.
Specifically, many world leaders went nuts
and called it “provocative” and “detrimental
to peace” when Israel’s Interior Ministry gave
preliminary approval for the building of 1,100
residential units in the Southeast Jerusalem
neighborhood of Gilo.
Never mind, of course, that it is widely
accepted that Gilo is one of those Jewish
neighborhoods that would stay in Israeli hands
in any final peace plan, or that Israel has made
generous offers for peace in the past that have
been rejected.
And never mind that the genocidal Hamas
terror regime in Gaza, which yearns for
Israel’s destruction, as well as the continued
Palestinian promotion of Jew-hatred and

glorification of terrorism, make other socalled “obstacles to peace” a farce.
Never mind all that. As thousands of
protesters were being murdered in Syria, as
Christian Copts were being mowed down in
Egypt and Kurds were being slaughtered in
Turkey, much of the Western world decided
to condemn a preliminary building permit for
Jewish housing in Jerusalem.
This might not surprise you, given the
world’s impeccable record of singling out the
Jewish state for disproportionate abuse. But,
whatever side of the ideological fence you sit
on, don’t tell me it’s normal.
In many ways, this abnormal hostility
has hardened Israel to the outside world,
while paradoxically increasing its desire to
succeed and be accepted. As a result, Israel
has often appeared conflicted and emotionally
unpredictable.
The one constant has been the nation’s
intense love of life. The world will witness
an outpouring of this love this week when
millions of Israelis welcome home their “son”
Gilad Shalit.
I wonder what will go through the minds
of outsiders when they view this spectacle:
“Look at these foolish Israelis, releasing a
thousand terrorists just for one human life.
Crazy country.”
Yes, a crazy and flawed country, but also
a courageous and incredibly resourceful
country that is madly in love with life - and
is definitely not normal.
David Suissa is President of Tribe Media Corp
and Jewish Journal. He can be reached at
davids@jewishjournal.com.
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November 2011 • Heshvan/Kislev 5772
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1 Heshvan 4

Wednesday

2 Heshvan 5

Thursday

3 Heshvan 6

Friday

4 Heshvan 7

Saturday

5 Heshvan 8

JSA Potluck dinner @ The
LEKH L’KHA
Shlichim apt followed by 8pm Dvar Torah by Samuel Konig,
Rabin memorial Friday night
Hillel Canada National
service lead by JSA @ the
Director *Marsha Scharfstein
synagogue
Community Havdallah
*Steven Simpson
service @ the Fenyes house,
7:30pm-9:30pm

6 Heshvan 9
The first Adults Hebrew
lesson of the season.
2pm

13 Heshvan 16

7 Heshvan 10

8 Heshvan 11

Holy Pan
Cooking Class
7 pm

14 Heshvan 17

Breakfast Club
10 am

9 Heshvan 12

10 Heshvan 13

11 Heshvan 14

*June Avivi

1pm, BBYO program, a
visit @ the Food Bank

15 Heshvan 18

16 Heshvan 19

17 Heshvan 20

Silver Plate Dinner

18 Heshvan 21
6 pm Service
Dairy Potluck Dinner
*Michael Gertler

20 Heshvan 23

21 Heshvan 24

12 Heshvan 15
VEYERA
10 AM

Kristallnacht
Remembrance

22 Heshvan 25

23 Heshvan 26

24 Heshvan 27

25 Heshvan 28

Global Village Concert

19 Heshvan 22
HAYE SARAH
*Steven Goluboff

26 Heshvan 29
TOLDOT
Birkat Hahodesh
10 AM
*David Katzman

27 Kislev 1

28 Kislev 2

29 Kislev 3

CHW Campaign
Wine & Cheese Party
7:30 p.m.

Board Meeting
(Heather Away)

December 2011 • Kislev/Tevet 5772
Sunday

30 Kislev 4

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1 Kislev 5

Friday

2 Kislev 6
8 pm Service
*Perry Jacobson

Saturday

3 Kislev 7
VAYETZE
10 AM
*Grant Scharfstein

4 Kislev 8

5 Kislev 9

6 Kislev 10

7 Kislev 11

8 Kislev 12

9 Kislev 13

VAYISHLAH
10 AM

Holy Pan
Cooking Class
7 pm

11 Kislev 15

12 Kislev 16

*Simonne Horwitz

13 Kislev 17

14 Kislev 18

15 Kislev 19

Hanukkah Family Fun
Day 10am @ Shul

18 Kislev 22
Breakfast Club
10 am

19 Kislev 23
Hebrew School
Hanukkah Party 4:15pm

10 Kislev 14

20 Kislev 24
1st Hanukkah Candle

21 Kislev 25
First Day of Hanukkah
2nd Hanukkah Candle

22 Kislev 26
3rd Hanukkah Candle

16 Kislev 20

17 Kislev 21

6 pm Service
Dairy Potluck Dinner

VAYESHEV
10 AM

*Harold Shiffman

*Seth Shacter

23 Kislev 27
4th Hanukkah Candle

24 Kislev 28
MIKETZ
Birkat Hahodesh
5th Hanukkah Candle
10 AM
*Louis Horlick

25 Kislev 29
6th Hanukkah Candle

* Bema Roster

26 Kislev 30
Rosh Hodesh Tevet
7th Hanukkah Candle

27 Tevet 1
Rosh Hodesh Tevet
8th Hanukkah Candle

28 Tevet 2

29 Tevet 3

OFFICE CLOSED
8th Day Hanukkah
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30 Tevet 4

31 Tevet 5
VAYIGASH
10 AM
*Jan Gitlin

