Iyar/Sivan/Tammuz 5770

Vol. 20. No. 5

May/June 2010

THE

Website: www.saskatoon.uscjhost.net

BULLETIN

Congregation Agudas Israel
Hazzan Neil Schwartz

715 McKinnon Ave, Saskatoon S7H 2G2
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Memorial Shabbat and
Volunteer Award Dinner
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Previous Winners of the
Gerry Rose Volunteer Award
2000
Gerry & Glady Rose
2001
Linda Shaw
2002
Bert Gladstone
2003
June & Abe Avivi
2004
David Kaplan

Friday, May 28th, 2010

Hebrew School Shabbat Services: 6 pm
Dinner and Award: 7 pm
Jewish Community Centre

2005
Sam & Petty Landa
2006
Walter, Lois & Susanne Gumprich

Adults $17, Children (6-10) $10, Children under 6 free
RSVP Myla 343-7023 or email to jewishcommunity@sasktel.net

2007
Ron & Jan Gitlin
2008
Heather Fenyes
2009
Steven Goluboff

Monday, May 10 - Over 900 Tickets Sold
TCU Place with celebrity guest Caroline Rhea
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Sitting in Front of My Computer - President's Report

by Heather Fenyes, President
In early March,
Marsha and I attended a United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism (USCJ)
leadership convention. The program is
called Sulam. Past
presidents in our community have attended
and spoken highly of the experience. Now,
Marsha and I can add our praise to the mix.
This year, because of the economic downturn, the Sulam venue was not a fancy hotel,
but the American Jewish University campus
in Los Angeles. The entire time was spent
on campus, in a remote, beautiful area of Bel
Air. Our room was clean and bright, great
accommodations for a university student.
Marsha and I quickly learned at Sulam that
we are no longer dorm-living students! We
have grown to expect Kleenex in our hotel
room. We both limped and hobbled along
with the other delegates who sought creative,

non-destructive ways to make the mattresses
a bit less unbearable.
Despite the challenges of our adolescent
accommodations, the over-all experience
was wonderful! We were a group of twenty
-five synagogue leaders. Marsha and I were
surprised to learn that among those in attendance, ours was not the smallest community.
There was one synagogue that had a total of
54 members – and others with over a thousand
families. There was a broad spectrum represented and we all benefitted from suggestions
and ideas from each community regardless of
the size.
Once again, as a loud cheerleader for CAI,
I was reminded just how amazing our community is. As we shared our successes and
failures, plans and dreams, structures and
finances, I was struck by just how sound a
community Congregation Agudas Israel is.
Many of the suggestions that revolved around
the structural organization of a community
were both review and affirmation for us. We

have a mission statement, we engage in forward planning, we have future leadership, and
best of all, we have financial stability. Many
of the communities of all sizes cannot boast
such strengths.
There was also much to learn. The structure and essence of the United Synagogue has
undergone a huge re-organization. Regional
divisions are new and the movement has had
to re-define and revitalize it’s own leadership.
As an organization to which we are members,
we have multitudes of resources to draw from.
There are countless learning opportunities in
the way of webinars, visitors, conferences and
classes. There are structures in place that can
help us at a leadership level, board level, committee level and member level. The resources
that we could tap into overwhelmed Marsha
and me. I believe that our lack of connection
over the years is equal parts USCJ’s own
challenges – and our lack of asking. They
are building it – we need to come.
continued on page 13

Hazzan’s
Notes: 10, 20, 30 Commandments?
by Hazzan Neil Schwartz
The Pilgrimage
Festival of Shavuot
will be celebrated this
May, from the evening
of the 18th through the
20th at sunset. Like
the other Shalosh Regalim or Pilgrimage
Festivals of Pesach and Sukkot, there is
an agricultural component and a historical
component.
The agricultural component is the conclusion of the Spring harvest in Ancient Israel,
seven weeks after Pesach. At this time each
farmer brought a sacrifice to the ancient
Temple in Jerusalem, including the Bikkurim
or “First Fruits” of the harvest.
The historical component is the idea that
there is a time-bound relationship between the
Exodus from Egypt and the Mt. Sinai experience. According to the Torah, it took seven
weeks from the crossing of the Red Sea to
walk all the way to Mt. Sinai (or Mt. Horeb).
At Mt. Sinai, the Israelites had an encounter with God, mediated by Moses. There they
received not just the Ten Commandments,
but many of the other laws in the Torah at
the same time. The very Orthodox say that
even the Oral Law was given at Mt. Sinai, as
well as the Written Law found in our Torah.
It is fairly well-known that there are two
sets of the Ten Commandments in our Torah
– one in Exodus 20, and the other in Deuteronomy 5. What is less well-known is that

there may be a third set of Ten Commandments, according to many Biblical scholars.
It is also fascinating to see what the Masoretic Tradition does with the Trope which
are used to chant the Ten Commandments in
Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5. There are two
sets of Trope on most of the words – how do
we know which Trope to chant?
Let us investigate this second situation
first, and then return to the issue of another
Ten Commandments. Trope symbols indicate
punctuation, accentuation, and intonation, or
the chant motifs. There are “Separators” and
“Joiners” which serve to indicate where the
phrases are divided, and which words go with
which other words as “word-pairs”.
In the Ten Commandments of Exodus 20
which we will chant this Shavuot, there are 13
verses listed in the Chumash – Exodus 20: 2 –
14. However, that is not how we chant the Ten
Commandments aloud during a public Torah
reading. The second set of Trope symbols
re-divides these 13 verses into 10 separate
Commandments.
#1 is just verse 2: “I am the Lord”. #2 is
verses 3 – 6: “Have no other gods”. #3 is just
verse 7: “Don’t take God’s name in vain”.
#4 is verses 8 – 11: “Observe the Sabbath”.
#5 is just verse 12: “Honor your parents”.
# 6, #7, #8, and #9 are all in verse 13, which
is split into four separate short verses. #10 is
verse 14: “Do not covet …”.
Because Trope follows strict patterns, it
is possible to figure out which set of Trope

are used to re-divide the 13 verses into Ten
Commandments. The Trope used for public
chanting of the Ten Commandments are called
Ta’amei Elyon or “Upper Trope”, for two
reasons: most of them are above the words,
and their melodies are high and elaborate.
Let us return to the issue of just how many
sets of Ten Commandments there really are
in the Torah. First we must point out that
there are differences between the versions in
Exodus 20 : 2-14 and Deuteronomy 5: 6 – 18.
Scholars tell us that there is a difference of
several hundred years between the editing of
Exodus and Deuteronomy.
During this time-period, the Israelites became a settled nation with a monarchy. Thus
the social conditions changed from the early
continued on page 12
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Editorial
by Steven Goluboff
Maintaining a small
Jewish community with a
membership of less than
100 families requires a
Herculean effort by many
people. For those familiar
or coming from large
cities with many Jews, synagogues of every
denomination, and social and cultural opportunities too many to keep track of will recognize the challenges of living a Jewish life in
such a small centre. In spite of that reality, we
continue to thrive and nurture Jewish life in
Saskatoon. Heather Fenyes in her President’s
column describes the experience she and Vice
President Marsha Scharfstein enjoyed at the
Sulam conference in Los Angeles, how well
we do here and what other opportunities exist through the United Synagogue. Our youth
continue to shine even with such small numbers. They participate in community events
such as Yom Hashoah, synagogue services
and social and cultural activities in Saskatoon.
Our youth are even recognized on the national
stage. Shira Fenyes has been elected as Vice
President of the Jewish Students’ Association
of Canada and will be in charge of programming which we in Saskatoon will certainly be
the beneficiaries of. We continue to give every
young member the opportunities to participate
in the March of the Living and the Birthright
programs. I expect that those participants will
share with us their experiences in the summer
Bulletin. CAI is the star example world wide
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FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY
The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel

Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home committed
to deepening the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in
the historical traditions of the Jewish people. We are a progressive, democratic and sensitive
congregation responding to the widest spectrum of Jewish thought and practice.
Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

MAZEL TOV and CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Shira Fenyes, daughter of Heather and Les Fenyes who was elected Vice
President Programming of the Canadian Federation of Jewish Students (CFJS).
Ran and Rachelli Zarovitch, former Shlichim on the birth of a daughter, Shira,
a sister to Tamar.
Rebecca Simpson and Jordana Jacobson , owners of Cravings Maternity and Baby are
finalists for the Sabex Awards for Business Excellence in the categories of Small Business
of the Year and Customer Service.
Linda Shaw and Bruce Buckwold on the celebrations of their 60th birthdays.
Mirka Pollak on the celebration of her 90th birthday.
Mendy and Lana Landa, formerly of Saskatoon, on the celebration of their
50th Wedding Anniverary.
Gladys Rose on the graduation of her grandson, Jonathon Klein, son of Toby Rose
and Les Klein, from the University of Western Ontario, College of Medicine.
Dr. David Kaplan who was honoured at the Festival of Faith on March 13th
for his years of dedicated service and musical contributions.
GET WELL WISHES TO:
Pauline Laimon, Elizabeth Brewster and Grace Goluboff
CONDOLENCES TO:
Condolences to the family and friends of Arieh Singer who passed away recently in
Israel. He and his family spent a Sabbatical year in Saskatoon and were members of CAI.
UNVEILINGS:
Clarice Buckwold and Frances Berenbaum at the CAI Cemetary,
Sunday, June 13th, 11 am.
WELCOME TO OUR NEW SHABBAT HELPER:
Yang Si - My Little Story
Hello everyone of the CAI community. My name is Yang, from China. Right
after graduating from high school, I came to Canada by myself, flying across
the Pacific Ocean. In order to learn more about Canadian culture and challenge myself, I chose Saskatchewan (a province I had never heard of before)
as my destination. Recently, I’ve gotten two B.Sc. Honors degrees in Toxicology and Biochemistry from the University of Saskatchewan. Although my
education back ground is science, I am also an individual who loves interacting with people and spending my time in cooking, gardening…. I am very
glad to join your lovely community! It is certainly a great opportunity for me
to learn your culture, and it’s also a challenge to my cooking skills. Please
bear me as a new comer, and enjoy the food I made. Your smiles are the
greatest encouragement to me!
REQUEST:
If you have extra kippot at home that may have originated from the Synagogue, please
return them. Thanks.

of what the Shlichim program is all about and learned about the Jewish diaspora and how an
after Noga and Ziv’s departure back to Israel eclectic community like ours, with its array of
consider sponsoring a page ($25/issue or $130/year). Contact
after a stellar year of contributions, another characters, Jews by birth and Jews by choice
Steven Goluboff or Ron Gitlin.
couple will join us in the fall. Heather Fenyes form a dynamic tapestry, with differing views
E-Mail Address: s.goluboff@shaw.ca
will attend meetings with the Jewish Agency and approaches, but all valuing the privilege
jteklund@sasktel.net
in Israel in May on her visit to Israel. She will of being Jewish. We are pleased to have an
tell them how the program has become the article from award winning author and editor,
jewishcommunity@sasktel.net
paradigm for the Young Shlichim program Don Ward sharing with us the psychological
website: www.saskatoon.uscjhost.net
as well as meeting potential couples for next complexities of anti-Semitism. He has promPrinted at Saskatoon Fastprint
year. Noga Shaham, in her column in this
continued on page 14
Bulletin articulates poignantly what she has
This page is sponsored by Alan, Linda Goluboff of Toronto
If you are happy with the Bulletin and enjoy reading it, please
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Letters to the Hebrews from a
Good Catholic Boy

by Donald Ward

Donald Ward, an award-winning author, is associate editor of the Prairie
Messenger, a weekly Catholic newspaper published by the Benedictine
monks of St. Peter’s Abbey in Muenster, Sask.

Shavout Again

from Time and Seasons
by Elizabeth Brewster

In one of the stories of Sinai it is said
that every person
child, woman or manwho stood at the foot of the
mountain saw a different face
of the One invisible God.
Was it that
God himself
(or possibly herself)
projected these images,
gentle to the gentle
or stern to the stern
or perhaps stern to the gentle,
gentle to the stern if that was useful
or did each person
standing there create a
face of the divine?
(And of course it is
also said that later
generations
were there as well
shadowy figures
waiting their time.)
No doubt through the
generations the divine
faces change, sometimes
fade away,
sometimes reappear
and even in one lifetime
the young child, the old woman, old
man sees various faces of God.
At the end
even the blind or the dying
may see through the mist
recognizably
the face of the Eternal
more beautiful than any other face.

My mother did not like to hear the word
“Jew” spoken in her presence. My new
best friend, whom I had met when we both
transferred to the same school in Grade 5, was
“Jewish,” not a Jew. The state of Israel, which
was only four years older than my friend and
I, was a Jewish homeland, not a homeland for
the Jews. The Jews themselves, she told me,
preferred to be known as Jewish.
It took me years to figure this out, for my
mother was not anti-Semitic. She and my
father had lived in a Jewish neighbourhood
in Winnipeg, where their shared reverence
for the Hebrew Scriptures was affirmed and
strengthened, and where they made many
friends.
In Saskatoon in the 1960s, our family’s
acquaintance among the local Jewish community was broad. Shectmans, Gelmons,
Mazers, Glickmans, Epsteins, Steigers, and
Chertkows were frequent visitors to the house,
and when one or more of them stayed for a
meal my parents were ever conscious and
respectful of the dietary laws.
My father’s appreciation of Sid Gelmon
and his wit was long-term and affectionate.
I think they must have sat on a committee
together, for every month or so my father
would come home with an anecdote about
some outrageously funny thing Sid had said
or done.
At the same time, the slightest hint of antiSemitism was dealt with immediately and
severely. It never arose among my siblings,
but once or twice I remember an outsider
being banished from the property, sent home
to meditate on his sins. The sons of a coarse
and profane family in the next block were the
most persistent offenders. It was no accident
that their parents frequently locked them out
of the house.
The first time I asked my mother what a
Nazi was, the stream of invective that issued
from her lips took me completely by surprise.
“Murderers,” “born to kill,” and “utterly evil”
are three of the terms I remember from that
conversation, but there were many more. I was
10 or 11 years old, and if I hadn’t known that
my mother was a passionate woman before
that, I certainly knew it afterward.
Why, then, did she object to the word
“Jew”? The answer, which eluded me for
nearly 50 years, was blindingly obvious when

I finally opened my mind to the possibility
that, despite her words and her stated beliefs,
my late, beloved, Christian mother had a
streak of anti-Semitism in her that she simply
could not expunge. It was a cultural intolerance that had nothing to do with the Jews she
knew personally, but had been beaten into her
at an early age by an abusive grandmother and
the thoughtless prejudices of the Protestant
society in which she was raised in southern
Ontario.
As soon as that possibility entered my
mind, however, I heard a distant, small voice,
as if my mother were speaking to me from the
grave. It said, simply, “No.”
No, my mother was not anti-Semitic, but
she had come of age in that bleak period in the
20th century that started with a Depression and
culminated in a world war, and she had heard
the word “Jew” used so often as an epithet,
a term of derision and deliberate insult, that
she could not bear to say it herself, lest she
inadvertently cause pain to a people who had
suffered so much already.
Perhaps she was mistaken. In fact, I think
she was; unconsciously, she had allowed the
Nazis to leave their mark on her, too. There
is nothing insulting in the word “Jew.” On the
contrary, as Charlie Chaplin used to say, “That
is an honour I do not have.” But it was through
my mother’s distrust of this single word that
I was introduced to the pure evil of the Nazi
agenda and the tragic consequences of failing
to stand against it when it first reared its ugly
head. It was what made this good Catholic
boy a Zionist.

Successful investing
starts with
CIBC Wood Gundy

CIBC

Wood Gundy

Ron Holmes

(306) 975-3818 or 1-800-561-3800
CIBC Wood Gundy is a division of CIBC World Markets
Inc., a subsidiary of CIBC and Member CIPF
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United Israel Appeal of Canada

by Perry Romberg
Director, Financial Resource Development & Regional Community Services
With Pesach just behind us, we can recall
one of the main purposes of the Seder, namely
the responsibility of parents to teach their
children about the Jewish people’s redemption
from slavery and our creation as a nation after
our Exodus from Egypt. It is by remembering
our history and traditions, taking pride in our
accomplishments as a people - particularly in
our commitment to Jewish Peoplehood with
the State of Israel at its core - that we not only
strengthen Jewish identity and learning but
also ensure our continuity.
It is common at this time of year to focus
on our experiences of freedom and liberation.
And so it is through this lens that
we can look at the Jewish people
and the work of Jewish community
capacity building in which we are
all engaged. In the ‘70s and ‘80s,
the themes of slavery, freedom and
oppression of the Haggadah were
discussed not only at Passover, but
were a primary focus for Jewish
activists and advocates everywhere,
as we demanded freedom for all
Soviet Jews and the leader of the
refusenik movement, Natan Sharansky.  
However, to use the words of Bob Dylan
“the times they are a-changin’”.
Natan Sharansky’s recent appointment
to the executive of the Jewish Agency for
Israel as Chairman was monumental. At
first, for many, it was the symbolism that was
most significant - from refusenik to world
Jewish leader. However, the seismic shift has
really been about the Agency’s new primary
focus - Jewish Peoplehood.
The question of which factors are necessary

for one to define oneself as Jewish can be
answered only on an individual basis. Among
those who strongly identify themselves
as Jewish, the one constant is a sense of
emotional attachment to their community. In
‘The Case for Jewish Peoplehood - Can We Be
One?’, Drs. Erica Brown and Misha Galperin
- recently appointed head of the Jewish
Agency’s Global Public Affairs and Financial
Resource Development - write that what
brings us together is not “only formal or
institutional affiliations...It is a simple, often
inexplicable web of attachments to a people
that often expresses itself most strongly as an

opportunity
to grant them
whenever
possible the
opportunity
to learn for
themselves
how significant an impact life experiences
in Israel can have on Jewish personal and
communal consciousness. As I write this
article over 600 Canadian students and adults
- including a good number from Saskatoon
– are on the 2010 March of the Living to
Poland and Israel. Since 1988, over 100,000
youth from around the world have
taken part in the March. This year
14 survivors will share their stories.
For the first time, a group of
Cuban high school students will be
joining Canadians on the March of
the Living. The Cuban youth add an
important and enriching dimension
to the experience, giving our
Canadian youth an appreciation for
the challenges of living in a different
social and political environment.
Programs like March of The Living,
Birthright Israel and your own local successful
shlichim program are inspirational signs
that Jewish identity and Jewish Peoplehood
agendas are succeeding in engaging young
people in greater numbers each year. We
must ensure that we do all that is necessary to
sustain their involvement long after the glow
of the Israel trip fades so that they continue to
be inspired and to connect to community. And
we must structure our programs and services
to allow for an easy and welcoming transition
into the community as engaged members.
Your generous donations to the United
Israel Appeal of Canada make all this possible.
THANK YOU – TODAH RABBAH for
supporting UIA so that we can support
Jewish identity programs and thus Jewish
Peoplehood.
Have a wonderful summer and I look
forward to working with you in achieving our
communal objectives.
Perry Romberg
Director, Financial Resource Development
& Regional Community Services
United Israel Appeal of Canada

Jewish identity and Jewish
peoplehood are complex. They
are not merely an agenda, but a
survival manual...

Business Slipping Away?

Maybe you are paying too
much for your steel?
Call Toll Free:

1-800-667-5353

Bucket Service Available
New Steel and Pipe
Used Steel and Pipe

INLAND STEEL PRODUCTS INC
President: Mark Ditlove
Saskatoon

emotional claim...We can only have a richer
notion of self as Jews if that self is also part
of a larger, developed peoplehood...”
Jewish identity and Jewish peoplehood are
complex. They are not merely an agenda, but a
survival manual, to which Sharansky’s Jewish
Agency and UIAFC are helping to write
new chapters. In large communities there
are many ways to develop and express one’s
Jewish identity. But in smaller communities
it takes significant motivation and creativity
to seek out and develop meaningful Jewish
experiences.
The Agudas Israel Congregation of
Saskatoon is an example of a small but wellorganized and vibrant Jewish community.
The frequency of this Bulletin and its array of
articles on Jewish life in your community and
abroad testify to your commitment to Jewish
peoplehood (and to your stubbornness not to
let it slip!). Your congregation is the vehicle
through which families and youth living
in Saskatoon affiliate and connect through
Shabbatons, speaking events, educational
programs and social gatherings.
Today’s youth are tomorrow’s community
leaders and we need to embrace every

This page is spsonored by Effie (Brook) & Harry Gordon of Vancouver
This Page is Sponsored by the United Israel Appeal of Canada
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Why the Dreyfus Affair Matters
by Gladys Rose
Why the Dreyfus Affair Matters
by Louis Begley is
a book worth reading and reviewing.
Who was Dreyfus?
Who is Begley?
Once upon a time, everyone knew about
the Dreyfus affair. Over a century ago, it
was not only a battle for the French soul but
implicitly for the future of humanity. Nowadays, few know about Alfred Dreyfus and
we do need reminding. (In the interest of
full disclosure, I once wrote an article about
Dreyfus for this Bulletin, and here I am again.)
Dreyfus was a brilliant, intelligent and
rich French Jew who had gained entrance,
by dint of sheer talent, to a den of virulent
anti-Semites, the French army’s general staff.
He was, unfortunately, socially awkward and
did not fit the establishment mould. He was
the ultimate “outsider”. So when evidence
surfaced in 1894 that indicated military secrets
were being passed to the Germans, Dreyfus
was the perfect suspect, the perfect scapegoat.
Court-martialled and found guilty of treason, he was shipped off to Devil’s Island in the
southern Caribbean, to rot in the malarial heat.
It took five years for his devoted brother and
his wife to win the fight for a retrial and finally,
his exoneration. Emile Zola, Anatole France
and other intellectuals of the day helped immeasurably to see justice and truth triumph.
It is still chilling today to read about those
court-martial proceedings. Dreyfus had not
only been found guilty and condemned to perpetual imprisonment but was also condemned

to something called “military degradation”.
Here, from page 19 of Begley’s book, is a
description of that degradation ceremony that
took place on January 5, 1895:
“A gigantic Garde republicaine noncommissioned officer ripped off Dreyfus’s insignia of rank, epaulettes, buttons
and braid and broke his sword on his
knee. His uniform in shreds, the convict
performed the “Judas parade,” flanked
by four artillery troopers, he marched
along the sides of the immense square
courtyard lined by soldiers drawn from
each regiment garrisoned in Paris standing at attention; at every opportunity
he cried out that he was innocent and
proclaimed his love of France; beyond
the courtyard, a huge mob held back with
great difficulty by the police, yelled death
to the traitor, the Judas, the dirty Jew,
in an outpouring of hatred that would
thenceforth greet Dreyfus each time he
was exposed to the public.”
When he was finally rehabilitated, Dreyfus, amazingly enough, chose to return to the
army, fought in the First World War and was
decorated with the Legion of Honour. He died
at home in 1935, just before the next chapter
of French shame began; a chapter we also
need to remember.
And Begley? He is an international lawyer
and acclaimed novelist, convinced that the
Dreyfus story needs retelling. He believes that
the affair matters today because the United
States through the terrifying symbolism of

the Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq and the Guantanamo prison in Cuba faces moral decisions
comparable to the ones that confronted France
a century ago.
Begley claims that the United States has
been riding roughshod over international law
in the pursuit of its war on terror. He assumes
the role of a modern Zola seeking justice and
truth. He calls for the admission of the abuses
and crimes committed by the last American
administration. It is in this way that the Dreyfus affair is linked to America.
In a review by Modris Ecksteins that appeared in the Globe and Mail on October 10,
2009, Eksteins asks, “Who was Dreyfus?
Who are the French? This search for identity
may be extended to Louis Begley’s life as
well.” Here are some biographical facts: He
was born in 1933 in Krakow, Poland with the
Begleiter. He is a Holocaust survivor. There
is no question that through his book, which
attempts to unravel the complexities of the
Dreyfus affair, Begley identifies with a certain
European intellectual tradition. He makes it
quite clear that intellectuals have a duty – a
duty to stand up and serve as moral beacons.
The book is Begley’s attempt to perform this
duty. Through his considerable legal expertise
and his clear prose, he equates Abu Ghraib and
Guantanamo with Devil’s Island.
“As each generation confronts the outrages committed in its name, analogies to
past outrages become clear, illuminating
the present.”
And that is why the Dreyfus affair matters.

Library
News
by Patricia Pavey

Katzman
New books in collection Conflict Resolution
• The Book of Psalms. A translation with

• Diaspora: Homelands in Exile, by Frederic
Brenner - 2 vols. 1. Photographs 2. Voices
• How to Be a Jewish Parent: a practical
handbook for family life, by Anita Diamant.
• Prairie Kaddish, poems by Ilsa Milman
(inspired by Lipton Hebrew Cemetery)
• A Pigeon and a Boy, a novel by Meir Shalev

commentary by Robert Alter
• And the Sea is Never Full. Memoirs, 1969by Elie Wiesel
• Spiritual Boredom: rediscovering the wonder of Judaism, by Erica Brown
• How to do Good and Avoid Evil: a global
ethic from the sources of Judaism, by Hans
Kung and Rabbi Walter Homolka
• People of the Book, a novel by Geraldine
Brooks
• Living Legacies: a collection of inspirational
Contemporary Canadian Jewish Women
- (this includes a chapter by Glady Rose).
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mediation for workplace,
family, small business

David Katzman, B. Ed., M. Ed.
306-955-3563 • 306-280-7526
dl.katzman@sasktel.net

“An eye for an eye will make
the whole world blind”

Gandhi

Insights From The Guide
by Eugene B. Borowitz (Part Two)
by Dr. Lou Horlick, O.C., S.O.M., M.D., FRCPCC
Choices in modern Jewish thought-a
partisan guide- by
Eugene B. Borowitz. Published in 1983.
Mordecai Kaplan 1881-1983
The founder of Reconstructionist Judaism
was born in Lithuania in 1881. His family
emigrated to the United States when he was
eight years old. He attended public school
and Columbia University in New York where
he absorbed a modern critical approach to
religion. He was ordained at the Jewish
Theological Seminary in 1902 and served
as a rabbi at an orthodox synagogue in New
York. In 1909 at the age of 28 Kaplan began
to teach at the Jewish Theological seminary,
first teaching the Teachers’ Institute, then
becoming a professor of homiletics and the
philosophy of religion.
He helped to create the Young Israel
Modern Orthodox movement but due to his
evolving position on Jewish theology, he was
later condemned as a heretic by Young Israel
and the rest of Orthodox Judaism.
Kaplan was profoundly influenced by the
new social science of sociology and recent
progress in the physical sciences. He came to
see Judaism not as a religion, but as a civilization characterized not only by beliefs and
practices, but by language, culture, literature,
ethics, art, history, social organization, symbols and customs. In 1935 he wrote ‘Judaism
as a Civilization’, a book which became the
foundation of the new Reconstructionist
Movement. Kaplan thought that we needed
a reconstruction of the religious foundation
of Judaism in the light of our understanding that Judaism is a religious civilization.
He promoted democracy in the synagogue
community and advocated voluntary membership, elected leadership, and respect for
the religious opinions of individuals. Kaplan
continued to study and teach throughout his
life until his death in 1983 at the age of 102.
Following are some key aspects of Kaplan’s thinking:
(1) He saw Judaism as an evolving religious civilization.
(2) He did not understand God as a supernatural force in the universe, but rather
as the power which makes possible personal
salvation, which he understood as the ‘worthwhileness of life’. “God is the sum of all the
animating forces and relationships which are

forever making a cosmos out of chaos,”he
wrote.
(3) He believed that prayer was necessary
because it helped us to become conscious
of our conscience, the force within which
mediates our relationships and our ability to
realize salvation. It also helps us to focus our
attention on the community and its needs. And
finally, worship offers a release of emotion
that can orient us in a positive psychological
direction.
(4) Kaplan rejected several traditional
Jewish categories, most notably Chosenness.
He felt that the term was misunderstood and
too often taken as a sign of Jewish superiority,
when in fact it was conceived as an expression
of Jewish obligation to God and humanity. He
also rejected the idea of a personal messiah
(that God will send a messiah in the form of
a human being).
(5) In order to hold the loyalty of a new
generation of Jews educated in scientific and
democratic principles, the Jewish tradition
must expunge authoritarianism, dogmatic
claims of infallibility and recourse to supernatural revelation. (by supernaturalism
Kaplan meant God as an anthropomorphic
entity, and miracles as a suspension of the
laws of nature).
He believed that the most important function of religion was to answer the question,
“what shall man believe and do in order to
experience that life, despite the evil and suffering that mar it, is extremely worthwhile?”
Eugene Borowitz, in is book Choices in
Modern Jewish Thought lists the following
criticisms of Kaplan’s notions of Judaism:
(a) Kaplan’s crucial construct of ‘self

realization’is no longer self evident, if it ever
was. In a time of identity crisis it is very problematic. Unless we have a standard external
to our troubled selves and on a superior level,
how can we ever know what fulfilment is?
(b) Kaplan’s God disappears just when we
need God most, and when we are no longer
certain what we ought to be. Can Kaplan’s
God have the same effect on people’s lives
when they know that God’s unity is only a
mental construct and God’s reality is only a
disparate series of mental processes?
We ‘moderns’ are skeptical about God and
we wonder whether God is real.
Franz Rosenzweig (1887-1929)
He was born in Kassel, Germany to a minimally observant Jewish family. His education
was primarily secular, studying history and
philosophy at the Universities of Gottingen,
Munich and Freiberg. He considered conversion to Christianity, but resolved to live as an
observant Jew first. He underwent a mystical experience while attending Yom Kippur
services and as a result decided to remain a
Jew. In 1913 he became a student of Jewish
philosophy.
His major work is the ‘Star of Redemption’,a
description of the relationship between God,
Humanity and the World as they are connected by creation, revelation and redemption.
This work is critical to western philosophy
and was written while he was serving in the
German army in Macedonia. He wrote it on
postcards which he sent home to his mother,
who copied it from scraps of paper whence it
became a book.
continued on page 13
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at Grosvenor

by Karen Dawson, President
It is nice to see
Spring arrive again
in Saskatoon - with
it optimism and
positive energy for
growth and renewal.
As winter moved along - we were very sad to
see our wonderful friend and kitchen employee Mary Ann Blocman move along to other
important areas of her life, and we extend our
best wishes to her and her family as they go
forth together in their life adventures. We are

by Patricia Pavey

Sisterhood Report

at the same time delighted to welcome Yang
Si (pronounced 'Young') to our Synagogue, as
her capable replacement. Yang is from China,
and is a U of S student who is studying Bio
-chemistry and Toxicology. She brings her
lovely energy and grace to our center, as well
as excellent vegetarian cooking skills, and
we are very much looking forward to having
her with us each week. If you haven't met
Yang - please take a moment to say hello and
welcome her to our wonderful community!
Other Sisterhood news has been slow to

surface over the long season, but we will
be reconnecting with each other at a Sisterhood meeting scheduled for Sunday May
2nd at 1:00 at CAI Synagogue. As well, the
Welcome to Summer Sisterhood Dinner is
scheduled for 6:00 Tuesday June 16th at the
Cave Restaurant on 8th Street.
As always, all are welcome as we enjoy
the opportunity to be together again, in community and friendship.
Won't you join us?

25th Annual Festival of Faith

Twenty-five years ago, Dr. David Kaplan,
Dr. Sydney Fogel and Dr. D. Cipywnyk, of the
Saskatoon Chapter of the Canadian Council
of Christians and Jews, thought it would be
a good idea to hold a “Festival of Faith” to
reflect the growing faith communities in the
city. It was held in October of 1985 at Third
Avenue United Church and included Christian, Jewish, Doukhobor, Aboriginial, Hindu
and Sikh participation. Some critics thought
it premature to put on such an event, but the
response proved them wrong.
Over the last 25 years, the festival has
included more groups as more immigrants
came to Saskatoon, such as Baha’i, Muslim,
Unitarian and Buddhist. One of the most
memorable festivals (and I have attended them
all) was in 2002. We had visiting Tibetan
Monks perform at the event at St.Thomas
More College and had to turn people away,
which was unfortunate but proved the success
of the festival.
The festival has been held at a variety of
places of worship (including the Synagogue)
and attracted hundreds of Saskatonians and
even people from out of town (I attended the
first two when I was living in Prince Albert).
To make it a special celebration in March
of this year, we tried to include as many as
possible of the original participants. “Prayer
for Peace”, written by David Kaplan for the
first festival, was sung again this year by the
choirs of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church,
Third Avenue United Church, St.. James Anglican Church, Knox United Church and the
Doukhobors. Last year, Dr. Kaplan wrote a

song for children, “Thank You for the World”
and it was sung once more this year. Each
year, in fact, our maestro has contributed at
least one piece of his own special music to
the Festival of Faith. Many have included
instruments of other cultures and words of
different languages and I, for one, would
love it if a recording could be made of all this
wonderful music.
To start the “Silver Jubilee” festival, organ
preludes were played, greetings were given
by Rev. Pat Hall, or 3rd Ave. United Church,
Multi-Faith Saskatoon’s President, Rev. Colin
Clay, welcomed people, David Katzman and
Gwen McLean of Multi-Faith Saskatchewan
made a presentation in the form of a plaque
to Multi-faith Saskatoon on the occasion of
our 25th Festival of Faith, Dr. David Kaplan
spoke about the history of the Festival and
I made a presentation of a trophy to David
Kaplan on behalf of Multi-Faith Saskatoon.

An Aboriginal drummer called us to attention; a call to prayer was given by a member
of the Islamic Association (this has become
an annual “tradition”). Other participation
included a Tibetan Buddhist chant; young Afghan students; a Sikh hymn; “B’yado” (sung
beautifully by our own Jardena and Shira);
a Baha’i prayer; the Doukhobor Choir; the
Lastiwka Ukrainian Orthodox Choir; students
from George Vanier Catholic Arts School;
Shofar blast by Cantor Neil Schwartz and the
Saskatoon Klezmer Band.
It is estimated that about 400 people attended our 25th anniversary festival.
I co-ordinated the Festivals from 20022008 but Neil Schwartz took it on this year
and appreciates the hard work needed to make
the success it usually is.
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Hadassah-WIZO News

CHW is Canada’s leading Jewish women’s philanthropic organization. Founded in
1917, CHW is non-political, volunteer driven and funds a multitude of programs and
projects for Children, Healthcare and Women in Israel and Canada.
by Linda Shaw

This year’s Pesach
Tea at Leona Wasserman’s home was a
delightful way for our
Sarah Goldenberg Chapter
women to have a good Pesach
schmooze and celebrate
Passover together. We en- Tea
joyed delicious Pesach del- 2010
icacies, courtesy of Leona,
Dianne, Lesley Ann and
Linda. As our program,
Simonne Horwitz shared
her knowledge of and experiences with the group
“Women of the Wall”. It
was a real eye-opener for
egalitarian Jews like us to hear that in Israel
there is still very hostile reaction from the
ultra-orthodox to women exercising equal

rights at the Western Wall. She told us how in
December she participated in a service at the
Wall where women were heckled and physically threatened for merely wanting to read
from the Torah,
wear talitot and
keepot - religious expression that we
take for granted. Thank you,
Simonne, for
enlightening
us and Yasher
Koach.
Our Hadassah-WIZO
“Big Project” is coming up quickly. Of course
I’m referring to the Silver Spoon Dinner, May
10th – Saskatoon’s premiere ladies’ night out.

It’s shaping up to be another huge success.
Watch the next Bulletin for a full report and
lots of pictures.
I’m off to Toronto April 24-26 for the CHW
National Executive Board Meeting so by next
Bulletin I will also have a detailed update
on Canadian Hadassah-WIZO news. In the
meantime, remember to send Hadassh Cards
for all occasions. (Call Dianne)
Happy 62nd Anniversary Israel.

Hadassah Cards
1. From Linda & Arnie Shaw-happy 90th
. birthday to Karol Gernek
2. From Jeffrey & Jennifer Hesselson- in
sympathy to Dr. Chris Vall & family.

3. From Linda & Arnie Shaw- deepest sympathy on the loss of son Scott to Florabelle
Cherry.

The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:

As my father planted for
me before I was born,
So do I plant for those
who will come after me.

from the Talmud

Your contribution, sent to:
Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
Congregation Agudas Israel,
715 McKinnon Avenue, Saskatoon
S7H 2G2
will be gratefully received and
faithfully applied.

TO

GREETING
Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
Marion Davis & Family
In memory of Syd Davis
Simonne Horwitz
Thank you
& Dwight Newman		
The Fenyes
Thank you
		
		
Gladys & Gerry Rose fund
Karl Germek
In honour of your 90th birthday
Sylvia Bricker
In honour of your 90th birthday
Rabbi Bernard Baskin
In honour of your 90th birthday
The Singer Family
In memory of Arieh Singer
In memory of Gerry Rose
In memory of Kathryn Rose Cooper

FROM
Albert Solsberg		
Ned Garstad
& Zach Logan		
Ned Garstad
& Zach Logan		
Glady Rose
Glady Rose		
Glady Rose		
Glady Rose & Family
Toby Rose & Les Klein
Toby Rose & Les Klein

Nate & Grace GoLuboff Fund
Don Ward
Congratulations on your recent
Steven & Leila Goluboff
Elizabeth Brewster
Get well wishes		Steven, Leila & Grace
		
Goluboff
Mirka Pollak
In celebration of your 90th Birthday		Steven, Leila & Grace
		
Goluboff
Mendy and Lana Landa
on your 50th Wedding Annivarsary		Steven & Leila Goluboff

Rabbi Roger Pavey Tikkun Olam fund
		
Scharfstein Holdings
		
Jack Brodsky
Patricia Pavey
In memory of Rabbi Roger Pavey Steven & Leila
		
Goluboff & Family
					
This page is sponsored by Dr. Joe & Colleen Golumbia of Sidney, BC
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by Dale Sands
Inspiration is a funny thing. While I was
in my post conversion
group the topic was
how we learn to be
Jewish and what methods we use to sustain
ourselves. Reading
came up as one way.
When I was asked which books I have read
that have helped I mentioned four books that
have had a big influence over the last couple
of years. After I finished our leader said it was
good to hear I had a big sense of wonder. The
books I have read do fill me with a sense of
wonder and affirmation of how the universe
works.
The four that I mentioned were The Science
of God by Dr. Gerald Schroeder, the 10th Anniversary edition of A Brief History of Time by
Stephen Hawking, The Theory of Relativity by
Albert Einstein and The Magic of the Ordinary
by Rabbi Gershon Winkler. This is a bit of an
eclectic mix to be sure.
Within these four books are the answers
to a lot of the questions. I wondered for years
about whether evolution was true or not or
whether the creationists were right. It turns
out that neither side had it exactly right. In
Dr Schroeder’s book he explains there was
creation and that everything that is here was
already encoded and ready to go. There of
course have been a few changes along the
way. He also talks about the age of the earth.
Some say it is only 6,000 years old. I could
never square that with what I knew about the
dinosaurs and the observations of some of the
geological evidence of the earth. He shows
quite logically that each of the six days of
creation was actually millions of years long
due to the expansion of the universe and the
difference in time from that little tiny speck
of matter to our vast expanding universe we
have currently. Within Stephen Hawking’s

Inspiration and Awe
book he touches on many subjects like black
holes, how time works, the Big Bang and so
many others I have wanted to learn about for
a long time. I think the biggest inspiration is
the concept that time is not the straight line
we believe it to be. Time is curved. This has
led me to the understanding of how God can
say to Moses when he asked his name and
God replies I am, I will be, I have been. I have
struggled with that concept for years.
I had wanted to read The Theory of Relativity for years. After reading it I realized there
were a few concepts I could grasp but some
of it is still way above me. The one concept I
could latch onto was the demonstration of the
how time would be different for all observers as we get up to the speed of light. It is
similar to the Doppler Effect we experience
here on Earth but instead of minutes we are
talking about years between events on different planets. So unless we develop faster than
light engines space travel will be a long haul.
That takes care of the scientific part of
my inspiration. Now to what has filled me
in spiritually.
Rabbi Winkler teaches what he calls Shamanistic Judaism. This involves using certain
medications to heal people, knowing how to
use herbs and roots to heal certain conditions.
It also involves being connected to the spirit
of all living creatures. Jewish people don’t
know much about this type of practice any
more because when practiced it looked like
sorcery. To avoid problems with the Inquisition, the Jewish people stopped using it. He
compares a lot of this knowledge to that of
Aboriginal Spirituality.
I have looked at books on Aboriginal
Spirituality and compared them to what Rabbi
Winkler has written about and side by side
there are some fantastic similarities. I am left
with the question of why are there so many
similarities.
The big inspiration and sense of awe I got

out of this book was what he teaches about
being able to connect to the spirit of all living
creatures. I know why when I am kayaking
I have a hard time coming back and being a
person. My spirit wants to stay out there with
the rest of nature. Of course, since we were
made from the earth we are connected to all
of the Earth and other creatures anyways.
This leads me to the belief that even down
to the tiniest part of us such as atoms, we
are connected to the stars and planets which
had to be formed before the planet we live
on was created.
There are a couple of chapters that talk
about what different animals have to say about
creation and how they praise God. There is
neat little teaching or in Hebrew, (midrash)
that quotes King David as bragging to God
after he finished the Psalms that no other
creature had praised him more when a frog
spoke up and said do not be so proud. The
frog said he sings more praises to God in
one day than King David did his whole life.
The frogs’ praises were followed by three
thousand Psalms.
Rabbi Winkler's book has brought me a
lot closer to understanding why I feel so connected to Nature. The one question it hasn’t
answered is why I am so connected to dogs
and wolves but with the path I have been set
on I am sure that answer will be coming.
Another thing that has been a source of
awe is the Hubble Telescope website. With
some of the pictures of the gas nebulas and
galaxies that they see with that telescope it
is hard not to be awed when you think about
what might really be going on out there in the
universe around us.
To conclude, my sense of awe comes from
realizing that God is not somewhere out there,
wherever that is. He is and always has been
part of nature, part of the cosmos and especially in each person. I am awed to find out
how simple it is to find Him.

Cemetery Report
We will be soon begin cleaning up the
leaves, cutting grass, trimming all the trees
and bushes and planting flowers to create a
peaceful park-like atmosphere for our loved
ones. The old tin shed will be a thing of the
past. We will be erecting a new building
adjacent to the paved road. The dimensions
are 28 x 40 feet, and will include a garage for
all our equipment, a small repair shop and a
portion for Chevra Kadisha, which can be
used for services in the event of inclement
weather. We are projecting completion by
the end of May. Thanks goes to generosity
of the estate of Rueben Brant and assistance
from the CAI Board for the funding for this

project. While the initial construction will be
a shell only, we expect to begin fund-raising
in the fall to complete the inside of the Chevra
Kadisha portion. As part of this project, all
power lines will be installed underground,
allowing removal of all power poles. As well,
the sprinkler controls will be relocated to this
new building. In the past few years benches
have been donated by various members of
the community, to add to the atmosphere.
We encourage congregants to continue this
program by contacting Ralph Katzman or the
synagogue office. As a result of contributions
from B’nai Brith and a major gift from Ralph
Katzman, our new tractor and front-end loader

will arrive shortly.   This will enable us to do
a great deal more landscaping, as well as fill
our own graves immediately after burial. We
welcome Bruce Cameron as our new cemetery
Manager this year, and anticipate continuing
the use of assistance from the Urban Camp. If
you have any questions or suggestions, please
contact Ralph at 931-2468. Come out to the
cemetery any Tuesday through Thursday 9:30
– 4:00 if you wish. The coffee pot is always
on during these hours.
For further information contact:
Chevra Kadish Chair June Avivi
Yarzheit Board Coordinator Jay Avivi
Cemetery Chair Ralph Katzman

This page is sponsored by Dr. Syd z'l & Miriam Gelmon of Vancouver
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Thoughts about Judaism – Is There Only One Way To Be Jewish?
by Noga Shaham
“Rabbis: Crisis
with US Jewry dangerous” That was a
recent main headline in one of Israel’s biggest news
websites. The article was published
after the proposal of
a new law in which
all city rabbis could convert people. Until now, it has been only the chief rabbinate
court who have the authority to approve a
conversion. It means that something that was
just an agreement is going to be an official
law-A law that keeps conversion in Ultra
Orthodox hands. This law is not only preserving the fact that conversion can be made
only by ultra-orthodox Rabbis, it also means
that there is no progress towards the recognition in other streams of Judaism. The Jewish Conservative and Reform streams in the
Diaspora are upset with what’s going to be
another law passed by the orthodox Jewish
parties.
In Israel, historically there has been only
one way to become “officially” Jewish, and
it’s the orthodox way. This new law proposal
once again reminds us of this ongoing problem, and brings out the question – Who is a
Jewish person?
Are you Jewish if you are born to a Jewish mother? If you follow halacha? Or fulfill all of the mitzvoth?
Before coming to Saskatoon, I was pretty
much confused about my feelings towards
the Diaspora Jews. I didn’t know much about
the Reform or Conservative streams, even
though one of my good friends in Israel is
a reform Rabbi, and Ziv used to go to the
Reform Synagogue near our house once in
a while. I never met anyone that was converted.
And then I came to the Saskatoon Jewish community. I was welcomed to sit in the
synagogue between men and women, all
wearing kippot, (something that I still find
hard to do). I was invited to stand on the
Bema, and hold the Torah. I have met new
friends here, people who choose to be Jewish
every day. People who keep kosher, go to
the synagogue, and pray from the bottom of
their hearts, filling the mitzvah of respecting
others, respecting the environment, giving
tzedakah and living a life of good deeds…
Simonne asked me to replace her as
Gabai when she’s not here. I remember the
first time I opened the Gabai box, looking for
names, and discovered how many people are
“Ben\Bat Avraham veSara (The son\daughter of Abraham and Sara). Suddenly I have
so many friends who have chosen Judaism.
And these friends are as Jewish to me as my

Israeli friends.
Meeting all the Jewish people here has
created even more questions – Are they better Jews than my friends in Israel? Should I
be a better Jew, and can I actually become
one? Is being a Jewish personal choice that
we have to make and re-make every day?
It took me a while to understand that there
is no black and white in Judaism. There are
many ways to be Jewish, and I try to respect
them all.
Time passed and I met more and more
people here that have become my very good
friends. These friends ask me if I like the
synagogue here. I have almost never been
to any synagogue in Israel, so who am I
to judge? I am asked what do I like to eat.
Luckily I barely eat meat so Kosher meat has

officially be considered as Jewish, It means
they can’t get married legally in Israel, or
get buried inside a Jewish cemetery (Though
they will be eligible to make an “Aliyah” by
the law of return). Even now, writing these
words, I’m furious. It is a wake-up call for
me, and for other Jewish people all around
the world.
I love Israel with all my heart, and want
to make it a better place. David Ben-Gurion,
the first Prime-Minster of Israel read from
the scroll of Independence: “The land of Israel was the birthplace of the Jewish people”.
I want Israel to be a place for all the Jewish
people: Conservative, Reform, Orthodox,
and non –observant.
I still believe that the best way to change
Israel is to live there and make change from
within. I believe that the Jewish
in Israel and the Diaspora
I learned here that Judaism is more than people
are one. Like in a family, there
disagreements, there are
a birthright – but an on-going life choice. are
fights, but it’s still one family.
The practical reality is that the
not become a priority. My new friends teach people that still live at “home” get to make
me more and more about Judaism – a faith the rules. In Israel, Israeli’s will make decithat I was born into, but never really knew. I sions that the world is welcome to consider,
feel embarrassed.
agree and disagree with. Ultimately howevSince I was a little girl, my parents taught er, decisions about what’s best for Israel are
me that although they can get me whatever I made in Israel.
want, I still need to work hard to achieve my
My mission is to teach, to talk, and to exgoals and to earn what I deserve. I have been plain all the colors of Judaism to my friends
working since I was 13, so I can appreciate and to other people in Israel that I learned
the privilege of never having the feeling of from my time here. In my opinion, your
being in need.
mission as a Jewish community is to speak
Being Jewish is a privilege. I never knew your opinion, speak it out loudly and work
how to appreciate this privilege until I saw for change. But understand that the decihow people here, in Saskatoon, work eve- sions are made over there. Above all – keep
ryday to earn it. Just as I was taught, that loving Israel. It is your home, just like it’s
money doesn’t grow on trees, I learned here mine. I heard so many times as a kid – You
that Judaism is more than a birthright – but can’t choose your family. Israel is the family
an on-going life choice.
we have and we all have to actively, locally,
When the new law proposal for conver- and from the Diaspora, keep choosing our
sion broke out in the Israeli media, I was connections to her in the same way that I’m
mad. I finally understood that in Israel, a learning from you, who are choosing to be a
lot of my friends here in Saskatoon will not part of your Jewish family every day.
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Who is Regina Spektor?

by Mayah Holtslander, Youth Editor
R e c e n t l y,
my sister and I
were discussing
famous Jewish
people and
she made the
comment that
“everyone famous is Jewish”. However, when
I asked “who” all these famous Jews are she
said, “Um, Jesus… and….Regina Spektor”.
Of course, everyone knows who Jesus is
and why he is a famous Jew, but perhaps not
everyone knows Regina Spektor, and why
she would be one of the first famous Jews to
pop into my sister’s head. Regina Spektor is
a Russian-American singer-songwriter and

pianist. I write about this wonderful artist,
not only because she is my favorite singer, but
because she is also an excellent Jewish role
model. Many famous people, musicians, and
artists are known for their Judaism, yet few
actually display this aspect of themselves in
public. Regina Spektor is a different story.
She is well known for her Judaism and often
expresses it publicly. On her album covers,
she is seen wearing a Star of David. On
Twitter/Facebook/Blogs she always makes
references to the latest Jewish holiday by
writing things such as “Happy Hannukah,
Chanukah and Hanukkah….spelling it is a
miracle in itself”, or thanking her mom for the
matzo balls during Pesach. She also has sung

Jewish classics such as Halikha LeKesariya
(Eli, Eli) at her concerts. As well, you can
find Youtube videos of her proudly blowing
the Shofar. All of these little things may seem
random and insignificant, but they are also
all things that Jewish people, such as myself,
can easily relate to. Regina Spektor is my
favorite singer because of her refreshingly
unique musical style, distinctive voice,
and skilled piano playing. Yet, as a Jewish
person, I find her pride and openness about
her Judaism equally refreshing. Though many
famous people acknowledge their Jewish
backgrounds, few others express it openly
with such pride. This openness is uplifting
and inspiring for Regina’s Jewish fans.

Leonard Landa Chapter Report

by Erin Henry
This year regional
BBYO has been doing quite well. We
have had at least four
Saskatoon members
at every convention
and all three new
members seem to have found a love for this
organization which many of us don’t find until

much later in our BBYO careers. The regional
director, Jeremy Pertman came to Saskatoon
in March to spend an entire weekend getting
to know the chapter, informing us of all the
amazing international opportunities BBYO
can offer, and simply hanging out. As far
as the chapter itself there have been a few
troubles. There has been a lack of communication between board members and I feel that I

have personally dropped the ball on programming geared towards Judaism, social action,
bonding and recreation but I plan to rectify
this. Although there are only two months left
I am committed to planning at least a couple
fun filled, educational programs and hopefully
reviving everyone’s love and dedication to this
wonderfully unique chapter.

in 1936, does not agree with this scholarly
opinion. In general, he denigrates anything
which indicates that the Torah is made up of
many traditions written over many centuries
by many different people. However, the argument that these laws are a third set of Ten
Commandments seems compelling.
The editors of the new Conservative Chumash, Etz Hayim, refer to this third set of Ten
Commandments as the “Cultic Decalogue”.
This refers to the fact that there are specific
observances commanded for the observance
of Festivals and sacrifices, which are not
mentioned in the other two versions of the
Ten Commandments.
So, the bottom line is that depending on
how you wish to count, there are either 10,
20, or 30 Commandments found in the Torah
which we call the “Ten Commandments”. Of
course there are also a total of 613 commandments in just the Torah alone, and several
hundreds more in the rest of the Bible, the
Talmud, and the subsequent Law Codes.
With all of these various laws, the most

important thing to keep in mind is the underlying purpose behind most of them. The Torah
and our later Law Codes give us a wonderful
system for making sure that social justice is
enforced: treat everyone equally, and take
care of the less powerful members of the
community.

Hazzon's Notes... from page 2
tribal situation reflected in Exodus, and the
differences in the Ten Commandments reflect
this change. In the version found in the Book
of Deuteronomy, there is more of an emphasis
on social justice concerns.
So what about this notion that there is a
third set of Ten Commandments in the Torah?
Not all scholars agree on this, but there is a
strong opinion that Exodus 34: 14 – 26 are
a different tradition of Ten Commandments,
developed in the Southern Kingdom.
Here is the breakdown: #1 is verses 14 –
16: “Have no other gods”. #2 is just verse
17: “Don’t make any idols”. #3 is verse 18:
“Observe the Passover Festival”. #4 is verses
19 – 20: “Redeem the firstborn”. #5 is just
verse 21: “Observe the Sabbath”. #6 is verses
22 – 24: “Observe the Festivals of Shavuot
and Sukkot”. Both #7 and #8 are in verse 25,
details of observing Passover. Both #9 and
#10 are in verse 26: “Bring the First Fruits to
the Sanctuary” and “Don’t cook a baby goat
in its mother’s milk”.
The editor of our Chumash, first published
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Lou Horlick... from page 7
Rosenzweig was the “pioneer existentialist”. He wrote “there are three independent givens of existence-“me” (man), “the
world”(in which we live) and “God”( the
ground and guide of all existence). They precede reason and cannot be explained by it. He
rejected the German philosophical concept of
an ‘absolute’ which encompasses all. ‘God is
because he is, he is not something else, and
he is free to do as he pleases’. God becomes
a highly personal God, involved in time and
working in history-much like the God described in the Bible. God reviews each day
the work of creation. God makes us aware of
his presence and of what is demanded of us.
Unlike traditional Judaism he does not command us verbally to do things. What he gives
us in revelation is ‘Self’-being there with us.
Rosenzweig declared that there were two
true religions-Judaism and Christianity – each
emphasizes one aspect of truth. Judaism
is aloof from oher religions – to protect its
integrity-to retain its vision against distortion
which could develop from adopting perspectives from the outside world. Christianity is
expansive – seeking to win the world for its
God even at the risk of compromise or adulteration. “Judaism is the fire of the star”and
“Christianity is its rays.” Rosenzweig contends that there is no contradiction in having
two true religions-since truth does not consist
of ideas, but in the concrete living out of history. At the same time he states that Christianity cannot offer the Jews anything they do not
already posess. What every Jew has at birth,
the Christian must acquire-since Jews are born
into a living relation with God-the covenant.
No one is born a Christian, for without bap-

tism, one dies a heathen. Jews are already at
the goal for which Christians are striving and
which will come only with the future return of
Christ. Jews already have a God, and God’s
revelation, Torah, which enables them to live
in the Kingdom of God, and which makes
Israel an eternal people.
Martin Buber -1878-1965
was born in Vienna and was the father of Religious Existentialism. He died in Jerusalem
in 1965. Existentialism states that the whole
person, not merely mind, conscience, and
emotions must be the standard of our thought
and action. Classic philosophy was based on
the mind and the logic which flowed from it.
Existentialism is based on the person and his
relationships with the social order. He published his seminal book “I and Thou” in 1922.
He believed that authentic human existence
is to be found in “meeting". In the reality that
arises between people, not a reality suggested
by theories or sensations. Only by maintaining
one’s particularity
While sharing it with another truly calls
relationship into being. Persons, not ideas
are critical. There is an enormous distance
between knowing a person and knowing an
idea. Buber suggest that there are two ways
of knowing or relating to the world. “I it or I
thou”. I it is a relationship to things, and I thou
to persons. I-it involves observing, measuring,
testing, taking things apart and then putting
them together, creating a distance between
ourselves and the object. It is the basis of modern science but can never permit us to know
a person as a person. In I-it, mask encounters
mask. I-Thou means mutual understanding

and appreciation. It demands participation
and giving oneself (not objectively)-all of you
is in it-nothing is held back-it is difficult to
define-ineffable-it need not be person-it may
be with an idea-with art or poetry-it cannot be
forced-all we can do is to try to remain open to
dialogue.We oscillate between I-it an I-thou,
life is dynamic.
Buber says that we need to relate to God
in an I-Thou way if we wish to know God at
all. We must reach out to God as we would to
another person, and we will find God. There
is an analogy here between love and friendship. Thus God can have a place in our daily
lives. It has nothing to do with ‘religion.’
“Presence, not words is given when I and
Thou commune.”
Buber’s understanding of evil-wilfully
withholding oneself from others is the first
step on the road to evil.. After the Holocaust
Buber recognized that God sometimes withdraws from humankind and can’t be reached.
However Buber declares that Israel’s covenant
with God is as alive and needed today as it has
always been. Today the Jewish people faces a
major spiritual danger. In the secular western
world, one’s nation and one’s religion are
kept in separate spheres of existence. Buber
derides this as blaspheny. Exiling God from
social existence to the halls of institutions set
aside for that purpose desecrates human life.
Editor's Note: Lou Horlick is a retired cardiologist, member of the Board of CAI, and a
regular at Shabbat morning services.

President's Report... from page 2
We spent a Shabbat with the group. The
“work” changed tone and substance and the
daily minyan took on the spirit and song of
Shabbat. Shabbat and all it’s magic is probably the salient thing that united a group of

25 individuals into a Sulam community. This
powerful experience reminded Marsha and me
of the gifts that Shabbat offers us every single
week. When we lit the havdallah candle and
welcomed the new week with a sweet scent,
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we were all friends. We both committed to
bring a sweet taste of Sulam Shabbat into our
real lives.
The most profound thing I brought home
with me was the idea and reminder that we,
Agudas Israel, are a sacred community. We
operate a business that has a board, systems
and financial operations – but our compass
is set by the Five Books of Moses. Halacha
is the founding legal principle that navigates
our practices, and G-d is the C.E.O. We may
know this, but it doesn’t go without saying.
Ours is a sacred task. I am reminded, and
recommitted to the words of Pirkei Avot:
“It is not your responsibility to finish the
work [of perfecting the world], but you are not
free to desist from it either” (2:16).
Marsha and I thank each of you and the
board of Trustees for giving us the opportunity
to learn and grow as people and leaders.
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Yahrtzeits
April 30/May 1
Percy Stollar
Sarah Adelman
Anton Kamenicky
Robert Gitlin
Helen Singer
L. Strayer
Sidney Panar
Clara Golumbia
Marion Vickar
Lewis Horwitz
Joseph Winestock
Michael Davidner
William Laimon
Minnie Katz Schell
Lena Sugarman
Anthony Burtnick
Feiga Shendelzon
Tillie Sharfstein
Sadie Smith
Benjamin Ollman
Sam Davidner

Iyar 16/17
Apr 30 (16)*
Apr 30 (16)
Apr 30 (16)
Apr 30 (16)*
May 1 (17)*
May 2 (18)
May 2 (18)
May 2 (18)
May 2 (18)*
May 2 (18)
May 3 (19)
May 3 (19)*
May 4 (20)*
May 4 (20)*
May 5 (21)
May 5 (21)
May 5 (21)
May 5 (21)*
May 6 (22)
May 6 (22)
May 6 (22)*

May 7/8
Solomon Dragushan
Herman Green
Leah Gladstone
David Rabinovitch
Sam Hock
Mildred Berlow
Edith Roth
Cherna Friedman
Sylvia Sandbrand
Esther Solsberg
Rachel Muscovitch
Fred Mendel
Ruth Shear
Eliezer Goodman
Broche Monovitz
Fanny Rapaport
Ethel Spector
Frank Gertler
Jack H. Litman

Iyar 23/24
May 7 (23)
May 7 (23)
May 8 (24)
May 8 (24)*
May 8 (24)
May 8 (24)*
May 8 (24)*
May 8 (24)*
May 8 (24)
May 9 (25)*
May 10 (26)
May 10 (26)*
May 10 (26)*
May 11 (27)*
May 12 (28)
May 12 (28)*
May 12 (28)*
May 13 (29)*
May 13 (29)

May 14/15
Jack Kaslow
Bernard Sharzer
William Kutz
Abraham Bruser
Arthur Rose
Jacob Mazer
Rita Epstein
Ben Tartar
Abram Hoffer

Sivan 1/2
May 14 (1)
May 14 (1)*
May 14 (1)
May 16 (3)
May 16 (3)*
May 16 (3)*
May 16 (3)*
May 17 (4)
May 17 (4)

Editorial... from page 3
ised to become a regular contributor which
will enhance the quality of the Bulletin. For
those interested in the richness and history of
Jewish philosophy Dr. Lou Horlick completes
his review of major Jewish thinkers of the
20th Century. At this time, Lou is working
on a compilation of the writings of Rabbi
Roger Pavey over the last 20 years, gleaned
from Bulletin articles and other unpublished
works. He hopes the community will be able
to publish this in a small and special volume
of the Bulletin. If anyone has an interest in

Albert Epstein
Berhard Lehrer
Joe Katzman
Anita Lefebvre
Harry Cohen
William Grobman

May 18 (5)*
May 18 (5)*
May 18 (5)*
May 18 (5)
May 19 (6)*
May 19 (6)*

May 21/22
Libba Korber
Rose Manolson
Paul Swartz
Rose Litman
Goldie Brounstein
Semyon Furman
Lloyd Hock
Ida Domey
Samuel Golumbia
Florence Russell
Abraham Prober
Sophie Confield
Bessie Golumbia
Nettie Steiger
Rose Levinton

Sivan 8/9
May 21 (8)*
May 21 (8)*
May 21 (8)
May 21 (8)
May 22 (9)
May 22 (9)
May 23 (10)*
May 24 (11)*
May 25 (12)
May 25 (12)
May 26 (13)
May 26 (13)
May 27 (14)*
May 27 (14)
May 27 (14)

May 28/29
Harry Hillman
Samuel Schacter
Seda Margolis
Amelia Sandbrand
Jack Mallin
Bathsheba Baron
Marlene Ditlove
Selma Green
Isaac Drabinsky
Sonia Churchill
Lottie Levitt
Sam Landa
Clarice Buckwold
Bessie Gladstone
Bertha Adler
Bessie Ames
Anna Lehrer
Frances Bernbaum

Sivan 15/16
May 28 (15)*
May 28 (15)*
May 29 (16)
May 30 (17)
May 30 (17)*
May 30 (17)
May 30 (17)*
May 31 (18)
June 1 (19)*
June 1 (19)*
June 1 (19)*
June 1 (19)
June 1 (19)
June 2 (20)*
June 2 (20)
June 3 (21)*
June 3 (21)*
June 3 (21)

June 4/5
Sophie Drabinsky
Myron Melamede
Clarice Schwartz
Jacob Claman
Welvel Flikshtyen
Sam Zaitlen
Herman Levine
Ruth Bondar
Vera Barsky
Israel Ragoff
Robert Floom
Kathryn Cooper

Sivan 22/23
June 4 (22)*
June 4 (22)
June 5 (23)
June 6 (24)*
June 6 (24)
June 7 (25)*
June 7 (25)*
June 7 (25)
June 8 (26)
June 8 (26)
June 9 (27)*
June 9 (27)*

this project please contact Dr. Horlick. What
do we have to look forward to in the next
two months? Firstly is the 20th Annual Silver
Spoon Dinner, again chaired but for the last
time by Linda Shaw, an event that has become
the premiere women’s night out in Saskatoon.
However, it is time to pass the “spoon” on
to new leadership. A new Chairperson must
be found and she cannot come only from
the ranks of those who have run this dinner
for 20 years. New and creative leadership
must step forth, knowing that Linda will be

June 11/12
Leo Lipcovic
Sam Cramer
Bernie Reznick
Max Hock
Sara Charach
Rosa Jerman
Nathan Gropper
Max Gropper
Ben Shiffman
Stella Hearn
Nathan Richman
Irma Altschul
David Baltzan
Bessie Switzer
Samuel Forgan
Chaim Tzalkovich
Zakhar Isaakov
Louis Jacobs

Sivan 29/30
June 11 (29)*
June 11 (29)*
June 11 (29)
June 12 (30)*
June 12 (30)
June 12 (30)
June 12 (30)*
June 13 (Tammuz 1)*
June 13 (1)
June 14 (2)*
June 15 (3)*
June 15 (3)*
June 15 (3)*
June 17 (5)
June 17 (5)*
June 17 (5)
June 17 (5)
June 17 (5)

June 18/19
Evelyn Ross
Pearl Trute
Sidney Buckwold
Patricia Holtslander
Beatrice Adilman
Mary Lifshin
Etta Tadman
Anna Dragushan
Bert Gladstone
Irving Jacobsen
Nathan Adilman

Tammuz 6/7
June 18 (6)
June 18 (6)*
June 18 (6)
June 18 (6)
June 20 (8)
June 20 (8)*
June 21 (9)*
June 22 (10)
June 22 (10)*
June 22 (10)
June 24 (12)

June 25/26
Walter Merchant
Ralph Sugarman
Reva Mathews
Minnie Filer
Louis Epstein
Schulem Singer
Faigel Singer
Harold Waldman
Maria Kolominsky
Jack Teskey
John Adelman
Jack Sklar

Tammuz 13/14
June 25 (13)*
June 25 (13)*
June 26 (14)
June 26 (14)*
June 26 (14)
June 29 (17)
June 29 (17)
June 29 (17)*
June 29 (17)*
June 30 (18)*
June 30 (18)
July 1 (19)*

July 2/3
Louis Pollock
Etta Gross
Sharah Schacter
Sam Shafer
Abraham Kassen
Sheila Krolik
Gerald Gitlin
Joseph Brans

Tammuz 20/21
July 3 (21)*
July 3 (21)
July 5 (23)*
July 5 (23)
July 6 (24)*
July 7 (25)*
July 8 (26)*
July 8 (26)*

a stellar mentor in that transition. (The same
can be said for the B’nai Brith Silver Plate
Dinner). These fundraisers contribute to half
of the budget of the Congregation. Secondly,
is the 11th Annual Gerry Rose Memorial and
Shabbat Dinner, sponsored by B’nai Brith.
This year’s recipients, Grant and Marsha
Scharfstein will join 16 other members who
have been honoured for their volunteer work.
Please make an effort to honour our recipients
by joining Gladys Rose who again will make
the presentation on Friday, May 28th.

This page is sponsored by Lois & Walter Gumprich of Vancouver
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Holocaust
Memorial Service
by Heather Fenyes
This year's Holocaust Memorial
program was a remarkable credit to it's
leadership and our community
Regine Frankel spent four days in
Saskatoon and left a lasting impression
on thousands! Thursday and Friday of
the weekend were full with two
talks each day in which Regine
shared her story with 2000 local
and rural students. Sunday's
Holocaust Memorial Program
was poignant and praise worthy.
Regine warmed the crowd with
her graciousness, honesty, humor
and goodness. All present felt
privileged to listen and learn.
She encouraged her audience to
become active participants in world repair
by speaking up and speaking out.
Yashar Koach to Ron and Jan Gitlin.
The work they do is remarkable, and the
difference they make is immeasurable.
Thanks to a committee that works with
synergy and passion. It's members
include: June Avivi, Ari Aviv, Noga
Ronen Shaham, Ziv Shaham, Simonne
Horwitz, Chazzan Neil, Natsha Stubbs
and Sherry King.
Thank you!

Photos by
Sam Goluboff
and Neil Schwartz

Let a good man do
good deeds with the
same zeal that the evil
man does bad ones.
-Hasidic saying attributed to
the Belzer Rebbe, Shalom Rokeakh

This Page is sponsored by Toby Rose, Les Klein, Jonathon, Solomon and Benjamin of Toronto
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May 2010 • Iyar/Sivan 5770
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

The meaning of the Sabbath is to celebrate time rather than space...on the
Sabbath we try to become attuned to holiness in time....Eternity utters a day.
-Abraham Joshua Heschel, “The Sabbath”

2 Iyar 18

3 Iyar 19

4 Iyar 20

5 Iyar 21

6 Iyar 22

7 Iyar 23

Saturday

1 Iyar 17

EMOR

*June Avivi

8 Iyar 24
BIRKAT
HAHODESH
B'HAR-B'HUKOTAI
*Randy Katzman

9 Iyar 25

10 Iyar 26

11 Iyar 27

12 Iyar 28

13 Iyar 29

14 Sivan 1

No Hebrew School

16 Sivan 3

17 Sivan 4

18 Sivan 5

Breakfast Club
Vulcan Junction

19 Sivan 6

20 Sivan 7

B'MIDBAR

* David Katzman

*Jan Gitlin

21 Sivan 8

SHAVUOT

SHAVUOT/YIZKOR

10 am Service

OFFICE CLOSED

Yizkor observed

Shavuot Cooking Class

24 Sivan 11

25 Sivan 12

OFFICE CLOSED

30 Sivan 17

Board Meeting

31 Sivan 18

*Michael Gertler

27 Sivan 14

28 Sivan 15

Shavuot Limmud
7 pm

Hebrew School Final Day

Monday

Gerry Rose Dinner

29 Sivan 16
B'HA'ALOT'CHA

6 pm
*Lou Horlick
*Heather Fenyes

June 2010 • Sivan/Tammuz 5770
Sunday

26 Sivan 13

22 Sivan 9
NASO

OFFICE CLOSED

23 Sivan 10

15 Sivan 2

8 pm Service

Tuesday

1 Sivan 19

Wednesday

2 Sivan 20

Thursday

3 Sivan 21

Friday

4 Sivan 22

Saturday

5 Sivan 23
BIRKAT HAHODESH
SH'LAH L'CHA
*Ron Waldman

6 Sivan 24

7 Sivan 25

8 Sivan 26

9 Sivan 27

10 Sivan 28

11 Sivan 29

Breakfast Club

8 pm Service

Disengagement

12 Sivan 30
KORAH
Good-bye Service for
Noga and Ziv

*Franci Holtslander

13 Tammuz 1

14 Tammuz 2

15 Tammuz 3

16 Tammuz 4

17 Tammuz 5

18 Tammuz 6

Unveiling

*Grant Scharfstein

19 Tammuz 7
HUKAT

Frances Bernbaum
Clarice Buckwold

*Steven Goluboff

20 Tammuz 8

21 Tammuz 9

22 Tammuz 10

23 Tammuz 11

24 Tammuz 12

25 Tammuz 13
6 pm Service

Board Meeting

Shared Shabbat Dinner

26 Tammuz 14
BALAK

*Karen Dawson

27 Tammuz 15

28 Tammuz 16

29 Tammuz 17

30 Tammuz 18

A man is only as good
as what he loves.

-Saul Bellow, “Seize the Day”

* Bema Roster
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