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B'nai Brith Lodge #739 invites
you to the

10TH ANNUAL
Gerry Rose Memorial

Shabbat and
Volunteer Award

Dinner
Friday, May 22nd, 2009

Hebrew School Shabbat
Services: 6 pm

Dinner and Award: 7 pm
Jewish Community Centre

Adults $15 • Children (6-12)
$10, Children under 6 free

RSVP Myla 343-7023 or email to
jewishcommunity@sasktel.net

This page is sponsored by Naomi Rose and Stan Sinai from Toronto.

Monday, May 4th
with

Rick Mercer

SOLD OUT

Mark Your Calendars
B'nai Brith's

Joe Rosenberg Memorial
Golf Tournament

Sunday,
August 16th, 2009

Riverside Golf Club
More information to follow

Special Shabbat
Morning Services

Honouring Rabbi Pavey's 70th
Birthday  - June 6th

Shalom and Yasher Koach to
Nim and Shirly - June 20th

Kiddush Luncheon

More on page 2
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The Lucky Winners, Terry &
Jerry Katz

David Shentow Speaks to one thousand students
at Congregation Agudas Israel

On March 29th our Sarah Goldenberg Chapter members showed off our amazing talents in the kitchen when we served the “Jewish
Dinner for 8” to the lucky Hadassah-WIZO raffle winners, Jerry and Terry Katz.  The food was delicious and extremely well-received
by the Jerry and Terry and their guests.  Many thanks to everyone who backed, cooked, served, donated funds to buy wine, bought
and sold the raffle tickets.  You all made this project a huge success (and a whole lot of fun!)

The lovely Serving Wenches:
Mary, Leona & Linda

Arnie helped out as the
Wine Steward

Winner of the Jewish Dinner Raffle

by Natasha Stubbs
I cannot speak

for the rest of the
H o l o c a u s t
M e m o r i a l
committee, but for
me, this year’s

memorial was especially moving. We were
greatly honoured with the presence of David

Shentow and his beloved wife Rose, both
of whom are simply wonderful people and a
joy to be around. David is a thoughtful and
powerful orator, to hear him speak is a gift;
he makes you feel connected to what he is
saying, whether it be a funny anecdote or a
tale of great pain, he draws you in
completely. Friday he held a thousand

students captivated as he recounted his
story of survival. There was absolute silence
as he spoke of his family and his time in the
camps. Many students could not contain
their gratitude towards David and came up
to him, personally thanking him for his
courage once he was done speaking. To

continued on page 9



The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel
Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home com-
mitted to deepening the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an
evolving link in the historical traditions of the Jewish people. We are a progressive,
democratic and sensitive congregation responding to the widest spectrum of Jew-
ish thought and practice.

Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

Editorial
by Steven
Goluboff

This page is sponsored by Grace, Steven, Leila, Sarah & Shaina Goluboff

FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY
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CONGRATULATIONS AND MAZEL TOV TO:
Eli Fenyes, son of Les and Heather Fenyes on the celebration of his Bar Mitzvah on

May 16th , 2009.
Nim and Shirly Solomon,  who have been recognized as SHLICHIM MITZINIM   by the

Young Volunters Unit of the Jewish Agency.
This award is named in honour of Michal Elboim, a Young Shlicha who was killed in a

boating accident in Pensecola Florida last year. There are 100 young shlichim based all
around the world and only five received the award this year , a Hillel Shaliach,  a

shaliach assigned to a youth movement, a shliach not based in North America and OUR
OWN COMMUNITY’S YOUNG SHLICHIM - NIM and SHIRLY.

Joel Bernbaum, son of Mel Bernbaum and former member of CAI, whose play has been
chosen to be work-shopped at the Saskatchewan Playwright’s Festival. He extends an
invitation to all to attend a free public reading of My Rabbi on Tuesday, May 26th at 8

pm in the John Mitchell Building at the U. of S.
Arnie Shaw and Centennial Plumbing and Heating, who were the winners at the 2008
Saskatoon and Region Home Builder’s Association Bridges Award in the the category

of Best Showroom and Best Website.
Elie Fenyes on being invited to swim with Team Sask.

Leona Wasserman on the engagement of her daughter Paula Wasserman of Calgary to
Adam Rosenfeld, son of Lorraine and the late Hyman Rosenfeld of Montreal.

Simonne Horwitz who was awarded one of ten University of Saskatchewan Student
Union Teaching awards for this academic year.  This was Simonne’s first year of

teaching at the U. of S.
Rebecca Shaw and Jordana Jacobsen whose company, Cravings Maternity and Baby, is

a finalist  for Small Business of the Year and  Marketting  in the 2009 Saskatoon and
District Chamber of Commerce SABEX Awards .

Arnie Shaw and Centennial Plumbing and Heating have been nominated for Business
of the Year and Customer Service for the 2009 Sabex Awards.

Ron Waldman, President of Great Western Brewing Company which was voted one of
the the 50 Best Managed  Companies in Canada for  the fifth year in a row.  These

awards are sponsored by Deloitte, CIBC Commercial Banking,  The National Post, and
Queen’s School of Business.

CONDOLENCES TO:
Ran and Rachelli Zarivatch on the death of Ran’s grandfather Yehoshua Zarivatch on

March 6th, 2009.
Diane Greenblatt on the death of her mother Adeline Guest, age 98 on April 15th, 2009.

GET WELL WISHES TO:
Pauline Laimon and Grace Goluboff

THANK YOU:
We wish to thank the media of Saskatoon who agreed to cover and publicize our Yom

Hashoah Memorial at no charge. We do not take this for granted. If you have a chance
to acknowledge anyone involved in the media, please take the time to thank them for
their support. We would not have the attendance without their help. Thanks to The

Media Group (CJWW, MAGIC 98.3 AND THE BULL), Rawlco
C-95, News Talk Radio and Rock 103), CTV, Global, Shaw and the Star Phoenix .

Sincerely, Ron and Jan Gitlin – Co-Chairperson – Holocaust Memorial Committee

As you can see
from the Collage on
the front page of
the Bulletin, this
year’s Yom Hashoah

Memorial service was again a poignant
reminder of the need to remember the Shoah.
This is one of our community’s most
important events and brings to our
synagogue hundreds of our non Jewish
friends and over a thousand high school
students yearning for an understanding of
this part of history. From the capable chairing
of the event by Ron and Jan Gitlin, the
musical contribution of David Kaplan, the
brilliant and articulate presentations by
Andrea, Mayah and Noah to our keynote
speaker David Shentow, we were privileged
to be part of a program that teaches about
history and conveys the message of how
intolerance and lies can lead to such horror.
But in spite of that dark part of the history
of mankind, we apparently have not learned
any lessons as genocide and politicide
continue to be perpetrated around the world.
We can only cultivate a small garden and
hope the thousand young people who heard
David Shentow’s story may be  symbolic
and real messengers vowing to challenge
hatred, bigotry, bullying and intolerance.

Israel as always plays an important part
of the life of our community in many ways.
June Avivi describes her latest journey to
Israel as a volunteer in the Gideon Program
and revels in the dynamic nature of Israel
and its people and firmly reassures us that
Israel is safe and should be a destination
for all of us at some time. Our former Shlichim
Ran and Rachelli have updated us on their
lives, while Lior and Karen-or continue to
provide a sophisticated column from Our
Tel Aviv Desk, this time focussing on the
“first Hebrew city” – Tel Aviv, the vibrant
social and cultural capital of Israel.

This congregation thrives with its
volunteers and may even over extend itself
at times. We need only look at the Silver
Spoon Dinner immediately upon us which
will host 1200 women. The work that goes
into such an event defies imagination and
is only a success because of the tireless
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Hazzan’s Notes: As the Seasons Turn
by Hazzan Neil Schwartz

continued on page 14

C o n g r e g a t i o n
Agudas Israel has
always been
committed to the
right of every Israeli
citizen to live in peace
and security.  We

want the same for all of her neighbours and
the world. There is a significant element, led
by Iran, that seeks the destruction of Israel
and I think it is naïve to believe that they
will be satisfied with anything less than that.
Israel must have the military power required
to survive such threats. Our community has
generously supported Israel so that it is
ready. I know that we also want to be
supportive of the peace initiatives,
constructively critical of Israeli policies
where necessary, and prepared to honestly
respond to both the informed and
uninformed that make unfounded
allegations.

Israel has made peace with Egypt and
Jordan.  The Israeli Druze of the Golan
Heights are selling their produce in Syria,
and negotiations continue to secure a peace
agreement with that country.   In a real
democracy, it is not difficult to find
thoughtful, critical analysis of the

government (and yes, of course, there is a
lot of one-sided commentary and even
propaganda).  Israel’s fresh water policies,
the economic blockade of Gaza or, most
significantly, the continuing expansion of
settlements are constantly in the media.
More recently, Dr. Ezzeldeen Abu al-Ashi, a
Palestinian physician who worked at an
Israeli hospital and also doubled as a
reporter for an Israeli television station
during the latest Gaza conflict had to bury
three of his daughters.  In response to
alleged sniper fire from his residence, a
charge he vigorously denies, his home was
bombed.  He is now in Canada, set to begin
a practice in a Montreal hospital, and he
continues to be a powerful voice for justice
and peace.

Despite the free press, locating the truth
in the Middle East is not an easy task. Right
now, I click onto www.camera.org for the
“other side(s) of the story”.   I also recently
read Dark Hope by David Shulman, an
account of his decades’ long search to find
peace by working with Palestinians.  I never
had much affinity with either the ultra-
Orthodox or ultranationalist settlers and after
reading this book, those feelings have been
powerfully reinforced.  Regrettably, Shulman

cannot bring himself to criticize the
murderers who strap bombs to themselves
and walk into pizzerias. He “understands”
their frustrations.   In this, he is much like
those I have met in Saskatoon who claim to
be both peace activists and Hamas
supporters.  We all know that Hamas has
provided help to the underprivileged and
the truly needy in the Palestinian territories,
and such behaviour is admirable.  Indeed,
such activities are often cited as the reason
that Hamas was elected over the glaringly
corrupt Palestinian Authority (in a
Palestinian “democracy”, it’s either Hamas
or Fatah, and a free press is still a distant
dream).  Hamas celebrates mass murderers,
regularly launches missiles into Israel, and
is still loudly advocating for the destruction
of Israel. I cannot bring myself to think that
such behaviours are worthy of a thoughtful
peace activist’s support.

Peace is moved backwards each time
someone finds yet another excuse to
support terrorism, and so each of us must
be prepared to respond to such support.

As a congregation, we have been terrific
financial supporters of Israel. Perhaps it is

From the President's Keyboard
by David Katzman

This Winter and
Spring we have had
some wonderful
events at Agudas
Israel, and there are
more to come in May
and June.  Here is a
brief summary of

some notable occasions which occurred
during the recent few months.

Tu B’Shvat, Purim and Passover were all
observed by our Hebrew School students,
with Seders for Tu B’Shvat and Pesach and
a Megillat Esther play and carnival for Purim.
We also had a great adult Purim party,
organized by our Shlichim.  Mazal Tov to
them for the international recognition they
received for their programming work in our
community!

We have Friday evening services every
other week, and they have been wonderful.
During February and March three services
were led by our BBYO youth, JSA students,
and B’nai Brith men.  These services were
well-attended, and very creative with extra
English readings on all three evenings.

There was a “New Music Shabbat” one
Saturday morning, in which many new
congregational melodies were included.

While there was not an opportunity to
actually teach these melodies, we got a flavor
of what other synagogues are singing on
Shabbat in various parts of North America.

In early April we shared a rare ceremony
called “Birkat HaChammah”, the “Blessing
of the Sun” with half-a-dozen attendees on
a weekday morning.  This occasion occurs
only once every 28 years, and it has to do
with a cycle of the equinoxes and the
solstices.

The next evening we shared a wonderful
Congregational Seder.  There were families
with young children (who behaved well and
found the Afikoman), middle-aged folks,
and seniors.  The menu included gefilte fish
with horseradish, chicken soup with matza-
balls, roast turkey, sweet-potato Tzimmes,
chunky Charoset, and a variety of desserts.

After this Bulletin goes to press we will
have shared our Holocaust Memorial
Service, which has a slightly revised format
this year.  Our guest speaker, David Shentow,
was active with our students who went on
the “March of the Living”  in Poland and
Israel last year.

May will bring the Bar Mitzvah
celebration of Elie Fenyes, a sold-out Silver
Spoon dinner at TCU Place (with Rick

Mercer speaking), and the popular Gerry
Rose Dinner near the end of the month.  Elie
has participated regularly in our Shabbat
services, and we look forward to a
wonderful and meaningful Shabbat morning
as we share in his achievements.

In June Rabbi Pavey will celebrate his
special birthday at the Shabbat morning
service on the 6th, and later this summer we
will participate in the 30th anniversary of
FolkFest.  Jewish ritual objects and rare
books are part of an exhibit on World
Religions organized by Campus Chaplains
and Librarians at the Murray Library of our
University.

There have been other activities such as
Rabbi Pavey’s classes, Israeli movies and
Cafe’ Ivrit organized by our Shlichim,
synagogue tours, and Adult Education
which I have been teaching individually.
Beyond the Summer we can look forward to
Max Waldman becoming a Bar Mitzvah, and
the Fall holidays.   As Winter has turned
into Spring and we can sense Summer right
around the corner, Agudas Israel continues
to be a place where Judaism is alive and well
here in Saskatoon!
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This was my first,
and hopefully not
last, trip to Israel
where I travelled on

my own.  As we entered Israeli airspace, Air
Canada  confined us to our seats with
seatbelts on...a reminder that Israel was fac-
ing tense times. Upon arrival I was greeted
by my nephew who handed me a cell phone
- almost a necessity in Israel. The Raz family
Tal, Karen and Niv who returned to Israel  in
October after almost 5 years at  U of  S Vet
College also welcomed me.  I then travelled
to Netanya to join the Gideon Program. Be-
cause of the tense political scene plus world
wide economic concerns the group was very
small - three from Montreal, two from To-
ronto and myself.  Gideon focuses upon Is-
rael from an Israeli perspective, meeting lo-
cals, staying in small local hotels, and travel
by nine passenger van and sometimes inter
city trains.  I crossed paths with several
Birthright groups - one from Georgia,  an-
other from France and two from the U.S. and
of Christian Pilgrimage groups from Nigeria
and Lagos.

The program was 23 days and then I re-
mained in Israel for an addition 12 days.  In
Netanya and during the 12 days in Eilat I
spent my morning 8:30 - 12:30 (Sunday
through Friday) in school assisting with the

The Wandering Jews: Israel - Revisited
by June Avivi

English language program. With only a few
days in Netanya, I was able to conceal from
students that I spoke Hebrew but after only
a few days the Eilati students discovered that
I spoke Hebrew. Each day they questioned
(and they had to question in English) why I
wouldn't respond in Hebrew.  Great kids who
really wanted to learn.  They were fascinated
about our winter and how Saskatoon got its
name.... which they initially pronounced as
Sooskatan, meaning small horse.  We were
usually driven to school but walked down-
hill back to the hotel.

Afternoons were used to sightsee, go to
the beach or meet locals. Eilat has borders
with Egypt and Jordan and we managed to
get to both borders.  We were at the Egyp-
tian border at sunset and after our local guide
had taken us to view the bird migration area,
the banana & date groves, explained the
desalinization process for drinking water, the
fish farms and the mountains of white salt
which look like piled up snow.

We then spent two nights at the Dead
Sea - which was very cold - but the indoor
mineral pools and the rooftop solarium was
well used.  The Dead Sea is below sea level -
and therefore the 'bad rays' are filtered out -
so it is quite safe to tan for hours.

Next stop Jerusalem. I managed to tour
the tunnels under the Western Wall and the
Davidson Centre which is an egalitarian area
beside the Wall.  It hosts many Bar/Bat
Mitzvahs where egalitarian services are con-
ducted. I also attended Shabbat services  at
the Conservative synagogue  just prior to
Tu  B'Shvat.  Several teenagers read from the

scrolls, the service was egalitaian  and used
the Sim Shalom prayerbook.  I also spent
several hours with Jonothan Kaplan, David
Kaplan's son, who is now chairing the Over-
seas Program at Hebrew University.

I was able to spend some time with each
of the Shlichim and met a few several  times.
All are well,fondly recall their time in
Saskatoon and look forward to reading the
BULLETIN on line.  On my last Shabbat we
gathered at the home of Roni and Kfir... It
was sunny and the lawn allowed the chil-
dren to move about freely as we ate out-
doors. Everyone is concerned about lack of
water,  the outcome of the most recent elec-
tion, and the future of Gilad Shalit,  but life
carries on at a hectic pace.  I visited a number
of new sites and revisted several favorite
sites.  Although  12 days were geared to fam-
ily time, it was not enough.  Each of the three
times we planned to shop in the Tel Aviv
craft market, Nachlat Binyamin, it rained
buckets and once it was accompanied by
lightning and thunder.....

Since my return I have often been asked
"Did you feel safe ?" Yes... Israel functions
at high speed and unfortunately rockets and
terrorist activities have become part of life.
They have great confidence in their abilites
to protect citizens.  Things are constantly
changing and concerns are both evolving
and being resolved.

Will I go back -  of course.   As an Israeli
family member reminded me  - it is important
to visit and renew family ties and recharge
personal batteries. He is right... AS MUCH
AS ISRAEL NEEDS US, WE NEED ISRAEL.
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So Now I Am Seventy
by Rabbi Emeritus Roger Pavey

Was sich
ueberhapt sagen
lasst sich klar
sagen; und wovon
man nicht reden
kann, darueber
muss man
schweigen.

What can be said can be said clearly; and
whatever one cannot speak about, one must
be silent about.

So now I am seventy, three score years
and  ten, time of the hoary head.  Of course
eighty is the age of strength, and anyway,
in the long run we are all dead. In the
meantime, all  the world’s a stage...and one
man in his time plays many parts. Looking
back, ou sont les neiges d’antan?  Anyway,
when I was one-and-twenty I heard a wise
man say, Give crowns and pounds and
guineas but not your heart away.  And for
the time to come I am comforted for,
Mithridates, he died old.  And power
corrupts.

Looking back over seventy years, I have
seen  much violence in our world, a lot of
disappointed hopes, and yet also renewal
of faith and  hope.

I have seen violence, ubi solitudinem
faciunt pacem appelant, they make a desert
and call it peace, for war makes rattling good
history; but peace is poor reading. But the
aim of Judaism is the creation of a human
being unable to shed blood. Indeed, I have
learned that patriotism is the last refuge of
the scoundrel. And disappointed hopes
because he that goeth about to persuade a
multitude that they not so well governed as
they ought to be, shall never want attentive
and favorable hearers (which may not
actually be a bad thing for it is always true

enough); but primarily because tradition is
the living faith of the dead; traditionalism is
the dead faith of the living.  And if, in the
last resort, the world rests on three things:
Justice, Truth and Peace, then I have well
learned to have nothing to do with the
powers that be.  Power corrupts.

Yet, there has always been a renewal of
faith and hope.  After all, it is not up to you
to finish the work, though you may never
give up trying.  There are things that I have
learned.  Never wear a tie: it cuts off the flow
of blood to the brain; read a lot of detective
stories, the more violence you read about,
the less time you have to add to the sum of
violence.  It may be that we creatures are
bearers of little brain, and it is certainly true
that the best laid plans of mice and men
gang aft agley.

But, no matter how much God laughs at
human folly, God also has given us Torah
and  it is we, not God, who must live it.
Remember that God also says that we, God’s
children, have overcome God.  We must not
abandon the vision that all will be Eden once
again.  Yet, power corrupts.

But, do we indeed have reason to believe?
Is there really a country far beyond the
stars?  Or should we see reality, the God
delusion?  A little sincerity is a dangerous
thing. And it is very easy to hold beliefs
which would make life more interesting, if
true, and have an engaging air of plausibility.
But, while it is astonishing what a bundle of
obsolete habilments one’s mind drags
around even after the center of
consciousness has been shifted, do we have
any choice?  I think not.  The opposite of
faith is superstition. For nature abhors a
vacuum.  The courage to hope is all that is
left; it is the entrance to hell that is inscribed-

abandon hope all who enter here.  Only in
Judaism do we pray each day giving thanks
that we human beings have knowledge,
reason and rational discernment. The
serenity of age is when one can look at life
and say all is well and all shall be well.

There is nothing so stupid that some
wise man has not said it.  Much of life is
sound and fury.  Remember, do not on any
account attempt to write on both sides of
the paper at once; but do, however
remember also that life is like a book, write
in it what you want to be remembered.  For,
if I am not for myself who will be?  But if I
am for myself alone what am I?  And if not
now when?

What, then have I learned?  Jaw jaw is
always better than war war.   God created
human beings in God’s own image, male and
female.  Shall not the Judge of the whole
earth do what is right?

Love your neighbor as yourself.  I have
lived through the best of  times and the worst
of times, but there is comfort that even  when
I walk through the valley of the shadow I
need fea r no evil, for if I should travel into
the heights or the lowest depths, there is
still the Presence.  Even at seventy years, it
remains for me to dream dreams and in
dreaming to know that yes, we can.  For it is
forbidden to grow old.  Yes, it is true that
the one whom God wishes to destroy God
first makes mad, but it is also true that life is
for living and not dying.

So, l’hayim, to life.  Sh’ma...Listen! Oh,
and by the way, power corrupts.

(Note: There is no prize for identifying
the quotes.  I should be rather surprised if
anyone can get them all!)

It is a pleasure to
write this brief
tribute to Rabbi
Pavey on the
occasion of his 70th

birthday.
Rabbi Pavey has

enriched our
congregational life
in so many ways.
He has been

incredibly generous with his time and energy.
One of his contributions that I would
particularly like to highlight is his ongoing
commitment to education.  This is evident
in several different ways: through his
longrunning “Lunch & Learn” series, his

sermons, and his column in our award-
winning Bulletin.  Did you ever wonder
about the title of Rabbi Pavey’s column, “Kol
Kore baMidbar”?  It roughly translates to:
“A voice in the wilderness.”  I Googled the
phrase in preparation for this article, and
found out that Kol Kore Bamidbar was the
title of an article written by Bernhard
Felsenthal advocating the organization of a
Reform Jewish congregation in Chicago in
1859.  Felsenthal declared:

“Every Israelite has the right and the
duty to himself to search the sources of
religious truth with the aid of his God-given
intellect.”   Sound familiar?

In his Bulletin article of July/August
2007, Rabbi Pavey wrote:

“... Faith is an attitude of being that
makes no claims to know but impels an
eternal quest to discover. ... Faith involves
trust: the trust that real meaning may be
unattainable in practice but that the pursuit
of it is what human beings must do to fulfil
their humanness. Trust does not assume
answers; it assumes that the search for
answers is what life is for. ... Trust means
being aware that we are incomplete and
always will be, but the search for
completeness gives richness, meaning and
ever-renewed hope to life.”  (Vol. 17, No. 6).

Rabbi Pavey truly lives these values, and
has devoted much of his time and energy at
Congregation Agudas Israel to fostering

A Tribute to Rabbi Pavey on his 70th Birthday
by Cindy Hanna

continued on page 14
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For
RESULTS,
SERVICE &
EXPERIENCE
call me today.
I look forward to working with you!

Member of REMAX
Chairman Club

Lifetime Achievement Award
2006

#2 Remax Team 2008

Saskatoon

Leila Goluboff Breakfast Club
On the menu: Coffee, Bagels and the Israeli movie Aviyas
summer - One summer in the life of a young girl, the
daughter of a Holocaust survivor, during the years after
Israel’s independence. Aviya’s mother was a partisan
fighter, and has a blue number tattooed on her arm. She
walks a thin line between madness and sanity. The mother
falls deeper into mental illness, and Aviya who is only 10
years old must grow up quickly.

Movie length: 95 minutes.

Sunday, May 10th – 10 am at the Centre

Unfortunately, I
have been unable to
attend many of the
Breakfast Club
meetings this year.  I am
especially glad I had the

opportunity to see The Lemon Tree.  Thank
you to June Avivi for bringing this movie
back from Israel and to Nim and Shirley for
showing it to our community.

I had read a review of the movie online
prior to seeing it.  The review by Joel Leyden,
Israel News Agency made many interesting

In Appreciation of our Breakfast Club
by Franci Holtslander

points including “…rare such a movie could
objectively capture the reality and suffering
of those who live in Israel and Palestine”.
Levin also pointed of how the film showed
the “cement and cultural wall” of both sides.
He also comments on the criticism he
expected to get from the Israel right wing
for using the word “Palestine” versus
“Palestinian people”.

I recommend others try to borrow this
movie for viewing, so I will not give away
the story line.  The movie was poignant and
powerful, as well as entertaining.  It was

made in Israel, backed by Israeli funding,
which seemed surprising since it displayed
flaws within Israel’s current policies and
attitudes.  There were aspects of the movie
which provoked sadness, but also stressed
the need for hope and better solutions.   I
have heard many times how Agudas Israel
is “pro Israel” as a Congregation.  The movie
helped validate my belief that one can be
critical of policies and politics, while still
supporting a country and its people.  The
images and messages were strong and the
need for peace vivid.

When my sisters
and I were younger
and were eagerly
dressing up for
Purim, we all wanted
to be Esther; the
beautiful, Jewish
heroine of the story.
No one would ever

consider dressing up as Vashti, the defiant
and presumably less attractive wife of King
Achasveros. There was no prettier Purim
costume than a pale blue dress and gold
crown - Queen Esther was the young Jewish
girl’s superhero. While the mainstream
message is that Esther, with the
encouragement of her uncle Mordecai,
risked her life to save the Jewish people of
Persia from the evil decree of Haman, there
are perhaps other valuable lessons to be
learned from both these women of Shushan.

It is impossible to ignore the important
social debate surrounding Vashti. In recent
times, Vashti, the non-Jewish wife sentenced
to death for her defiance of the king, has
become one of the favourite heroines of the
Jewish feminist movement.  Many consider

Vashti’s stand which led to her downfall, an
act of martyrdom for sexual equality and
women’s rights. And there have definitely
been many Jewish women since Vashti’s
time who have spoken their mind, so much
so that outspoken Jewish women have
become a cultural stereotype.

There is the story of a Jewish boy who
comes home from school and tells his mother
he’s been given a part in the school play.
“Wonderful? What part is it?” asks the
mother. The boy says, “I play the part of
the Jewish husband.” The mother scowls
and says, “You go back and tell the teacher
you want a speaking part.”

Although the idea of the outspoken
woman is ingrained in Jewish jokes now, it
took real hutzpah at the time of Vashti’s
tragedy. The first chapter of Megillat Esther
describes the feast at Achashverosh’s
palace in Shushan Ha’Birah. On the seventh
day, “when the king’s heart was merry with
wine”, Vashti was invited to come before
him and his guests wearing nothing but her
crown. Upon refusing, Vashti was sentenced
to death.

Some interpretations discredit her

modesty as the reason for disobeying her
husband, and suppose instead that Vashti
was simply embarrassed to appear nude
because she was plagued by a tail and/or
leprosy. This sort of thinking is reflected in
present day critiques of feminist theory.
When objections are raised about judging
woman according to their physical beauty,
these are often dismissed as being the
objection of women who lose out in the
looks contest. The idea that “Feminists
object to beauty contests because feminists
are ugly” is the simplistic charge. This is a
dangerous precedent to set in interpreting
the story of Purim as it undermines the very
foundation of women’s rights.

Whatever her reason, it is Vashti’s
outright disobedience that is an inspiring
symbol for modern protests of the
objectification and sexual exploitation of
women. Achashverosh and his experts were
concerned that all the women in the kingdom
would follow Vashti’s assertive lead and
needed to make an example of her so that
“all the wives will show respect to their

continued on page 17

Purim D'var Torah
by Ellie Adler
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It has been
almost 6 years since
I left Saskatoon to
return to

Vancouver, and no, I haven’t yet found a
synagogue that I am moved to join.  One
would think it would be easy, after all, in
Vancouver and surrounding communities
there is so much choice, and in Saskatoon,
so little.  I discovered, though, that before I
was willing to join another community, I first
had to let go a bit of the one I left.  It has
been hard, and painful.  You probably picked
up on that, because you’ve seen me back
here often.  Congregation Agudas Israel is,
as Rabbi Pavey says, my spiritual home.  I
have tried to find a synagogue that I feel at
home in.  Oy, vey, it isn’t easy.  The tunes
are different, the minhag is different, I keep
looking for familiar faces and rarely see them.
It’s been too much change, too fast, too
soon.  Despite this, I have not and will not
give up my search.  The search itself has
taught me much.  I thought I might share
some of what I’ve learned with you, and
surprise Steven Goluboff, who has been
after me for five years to write something,
and has now given up asking.  (I do love
surprising people!)

My search has helped to clarify what I
really value in a Jewish community and a
spiritual home.  I’ve been to services with
the Lubavich and have broken bread with
them at one of their Friday night dinners.
All are welcome – I love that about their
community.  The mehitzah, now, that takes
more getting used to than I’m capable of,
but there is a joy and genuineness in their
worship service that is very attractive.  It
reminded me of the feeling that I got when
Nattan Recht led High Holy Days services
– a direct spiritual connection that is almost
contagious because it is so heartfelt.

Several times, I’ve joined the community
of South Surrey & White Rock; I have a
friend and colleague who attends there.  The
congregants have been friendly and
gracious and welcoming, and are always
amazed that I’ve travelled the half hour from
Burnaby to come to their small community.
Unfortunately, their community is not large
enough to have services on a weekday for
Pesach, for instance, and that is one of the
things that I love about CAI.  When I was
chair of the Ritual Committee at CAI, I felt
the responsibility of coming to all of the
weekday holiday services.  Who was I to
ask others to take time off of work or to drag
themselves out of bed after having attended

Zen and the art of spiritual maintenance
... or, my search for a community in the Diaspora
by Cindy Hanna

a seder, if I was not willing to be there, front
and centre?  So, a vibrant community that
holds regular services; this is very
important to me.

Social justice is dear to my heart.  It is
one of the reasons that I keep going back
Or Shalom, Vancouver’s Jewish Renewal
Community.  I also have a close friend who
attends there, the Omi of my twin godsons
(now age 4). Or Shalom is wonderful in many
ways.  The members of Or Shalom are highly
committed to social justice, and have
celebrated several gay marriages in their
community.  They actively help the homeless
and needy, both Jewish and non-Jewish.
They have a strong tradition of supporting
congregants who want to learn, and
encourage both young and old to actively
participate in services.   As a result, the
services don’t always flow as smoothly as I
have been used to at CAI.   But let me tell
you, when everyone who wants to try
blowing the shofar at the conclusion of Yom
Kippur services does so, it makes both a
cacophonous and a joyous noise.  And, their
Rabbi is a woman, who works hard to make
the services relevant to today’s world.  So,
a welcoming congregation, one that lives
the values of feminism, gay rights, t’shuvah
and t’zedakah.  But ... I don’t know, Jewish
Renewal?  It feels a little evangelical, at
times.  There is a lot of repetition within the
prayers and psalms, and a lot of focus on
melody.  And the words are important to
me.  Thank you, Rabbi Pavey, for that.  So,
the services grate a bit, at times.  Feeling at
home in the service, being able to make a
spiritual connection through the service, I
need that.  I know that part of feeling at
home involves my hanging in long enough,
and attending often enough, to learn the
tunes, to learn the minhag.

I have learned that in order to begin to
feel at home in another synagogue, I have
to make many compromises.  CAI,
unfortunately, does not exist outside of
Saskatoon.  I can’t recreate what I’ve had
here.  I do need to find a place where I can
be comfortable worshiping and giving
thanks, for as long as I’m in Vancouver.  Now,
look back at what I’ve highlighted.  These
are the values of our congregation when we
are at our best.  We are welcoming and
inclusive and feminist.  We support learning
and invite congregants to participate in the
services.  We are not averse to change, when
it is introduced slowly and repeated often
enough that we can learn at our own pace.
We are capable of growth, of movement; this
is the hallmark of a congregation that is alive.
To remain a vibrant community, we must
serve the congregants who have been
faithfully involved over the years, and
involve others as well.  Services need to be
a place of spiritual connection; continuity
is vital.  And we need to be able to introduce
change to the services, slowly but surely.
Otherwise, they stagnate and we stop
thinking, growing, learning within them.

I am determined to learn what I can in the
Diaspora that is Vancouver.  I will come back
to be with you as often as I can.  One day, I
hope to return to Saskatoon, making my
personal version of aliyah.  I hope to be
somewhat better educated and skilled, that
I may contribute actively once more.  But
you, too, have a responsibility.  Look after
the congregation, and each other.  Make a
place for me to return; keep the ner tamid
alight.
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Hadassah-WIZO News
Canadian Hadassah-WIZO is a volunteer women's Zionist organization that provides material and moral support
to enhance the lives of women, children and youth in Israel through its health care, education and social services
projects. It fosters and strengthens Jewish ideals and highlights the role of Israel in today's world.
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by Linda Shaw Although all CHW efforts locally are
focused on the Silver Spoon Dinner, much
change has happened on the National Level.
Due to the sudden and tragic death of Terry
Shwartzfeld who had just been elected
National President in November at the
National Convention in Calgary, Marla Dan

has taken over the
leadership as our
new National
President.  She is
young and
e n e r g e t i c ,
charismatic and very
generous.  Marla
brings experience in
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
management ,
l e a d e r s h i p

development, fundraising and strategic
planning.  A long-time CHW member, she
has held many important leadership roles
both in Toronto and Nationally.  From 225
to 2007 Marla was the International Aviv
(members under 45) Representative to the
World WIZO executive.  We wish her every
success in her new role.

The long-awaited 19th Annual Silver
Spoon Dinner is happening May 4, 2009.  It

In Memory
Terry Schwarzfeld z’l

CHW 20th National President

Terry was a true Woman of Valour, a
devoted wife and mother, and proud
grandmother to Benjamin. We will all miss
her spirit and zest for life. A fund for Terry
has been established, with proceeds to the
Terry Schwarzfeld Ottawa Daycare Centre.
May her memory be a blessing.

will be the biggest Silver Spoon Dinner ever,
with attendance expected to be over 1125
women!!! Our prizes are sensational too, and
the support we’ve received from the
Saskatoon community is phenomenal. The
guest speaker is Rick Mercer and what a
terrific draw he’s been.  Watch for a full report
and photos from the Dinner in the next
Bulletin.

In our Chapter news: Jennifer Hesselson
is currently attending the CHW Mission to
Israel. We wish her a safe, fun and inspiring
trip.  I’m sure that seeing our CHW projects
in action and bonding with the other
Canadian Hadassah-WIZO members will
inspire her to energize our chapter on her
return. Our deepest sympathy to Dianne
Greenblat on the passing of her mother,
Adeline Gues and Get Well wishes to Grace
and Pauline.

Hadassah Cards
• To Clarice Buckwold - Happy Birthday!

from Jan Erikson

• To Stephen Colsman and family -
Sympathy on the loss of wife Terry

Schwarzfeld - from our Chapter

This page is sponsored by Ann & Debbie Diament of Toronto

Yom Hoshoah 2009... from page 2

further endear himself to the youth, David
hugged and shook hands with almost
everyone as they left for their buses; even
after the emotionally draining experience of
telling his story, David still made himself
available to the youth, showing the tattoo
which marks his time Auschwitz. I have no
doubt David truly reached those kids with
his story and left a lasting impression.

David once again shared his story at our

memorial service Sunday to a diverse
crowd. Nearly all the seats were filled, it was
one of our best turn-outs I’ve been told.
The service as a whole turned out
beautifully, one of the highlights being the
March of the Living Alumni (Simonne
Horwitz, Mayah Holtslander, Andrea
Scharfstien and Noah Fenyes) sharing their
memories of their trip last year and personal
experiences with David. It was touching
seeing them next to David, whom they
obviously love and admire. The musical
accompaniments and readings all lent to the
importance of David’s testimony, and why
we were all there. By participating in the
memorial, and listening to David, everyone
in that room bore witness to the atrocities
of the Holocaust.

Friday and Sunday David recounted his
tale of survival, it was difficult and painful
for him to do so, but he continues to speak

out. He often said in his presentation to the
youth on Friday, that if he were not to speak
out, no one would. David is one of few
survivors left and he has the courage to
continue sharing his story in order to
counteract the Holocaust deniers and
educate people with the truth. Perhaps one
of the reasons David was so warmly received
by so many people, young and old, is his
unflappable charm and warmth. Even after
speaking of the horrors he survived, he
smiled and hugged people; he answered
questions and willingly showed his tattoo
to anyone who asked. His beautiful soul
shines through with every action and smile,
his eyes radiate happiness; through
everything he endured, David radiates
happiness. In his own words, they did not
take his soul. The Nazis took everything from
him, but he held onto his beautiful soul.

All creatures pass over a frail bridge, connecting life to
death. Life is its entrance, death its exit.

 - Bayhba ibn Pakuda

SHERSHERSHERSHERSHERWWWWWOODOODOODOODOOD
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Library News
by Patricia Pavey

CIBC Wood Gundy is a division of CIBC World Markets
Inc., a subsidiary of CIBC and Member CIPF
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Ron Holmes
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One way of getting our library books into
your hands is bringing some up to services
on Saturday mornings.  People are
borrowing some this way, and I shall
continue to do this as well as bring some
when there are events at the synagogue.

I like lists.  Sometimes as I sit in the
coldest room in the building, I use the
computer for inspiration.  It is of course easy
to find titles of books this way.  I “Googled”
“Recommended Jewish Books” and what
follows is some of what I found.

“Nextbook”: a new read on Jewish
Culture. Created in 2003 as a locus for Jewish
literature, culture and ideas, Nextbook is a

non-profit organization which commissions
books on Jewish themes...and publishes an
online magazine.  The website, Nextbook.org
... maintains an annotated list of
recommended books, e.g.  Medieval Times
by Adam Kirsch; The Loew Life by Jeannie
Rosenfeld (about artist Mark Podwal’s love
affair with Prague).

Union for Reform Judaism: Significant
Jewish Books urj.org/books, e.g. Spiritual
Radical: Abraham Joshua Heschel in
America, by Edward K.Kaplan; People of the
Book by Geraldine Brooks (fiction - reviewed
in a previous column)

Judaism 101: Recommended Books and
Publishers: e.g. Tanakh: a New Translation
of the Holy Scriptures (Jewish Publication
Society); The Pentateuch and Haftoras, ed.
By Dr. J. H. Hertz (Soncino Press); The
Jewish Fake Book by Velvel Pasternak (Tara
Publication) - a collection of Jewish music.
(“a fake book has only the melody line,
chorus and lyrics, other than a complete

piano arrangement” - I
wondered about that, too).

Amazon.ca: Search for
“books” then “Judaism”.  As of April 10th

there were over 27,000 titles!
It is possible to order books directly from

these websites (and the many, many more
you will come across).

If you don’t want to buy your own copy
and The Rev. David Avol Library doesn’t
stock it, you can always try Saskatoon Public
Library (www.saskatoonlibrary.ca).  Go to
the catalogue and search under the subject
heading “Jewish”.  You will find about 1900
subject headings, from “Jewish actors” to
“Jewish youth”.  You can also search by
keyword, e.g “Jewish” and “Fiction” gives
you 403 titles.  Searching “Jew” in keyword
gave me 3,232 titles!

Summer is coming and don’t say you
have nothing to read!  Ask a librarian!

I do believe that women must open Torah
wide and seize it for themselves, though
they know full well that the consequences
may even be dangerous.
(Vanessa L. Ochs, Words on Fire)

The purity of Jewish upbringing - the
restrictions that one carries through life
being a “nice Jewish girl” - what a burden.
(Lauren Bacall, from Lauren Bacall: By
Myself)

I’m just a little Jewish girl trying to be
cute.
(Dorothy Parker)

God hath made me to laugh, so that all
that hear will laugh with me.
(Sarah, Book of Genesis...)

A good laugh is good for the spirit it’s
true, But a good cry is good for the soul.
(Bette Midler from The Saga of Baby
Divine)

I’m forty-nine, but I could be twenty-five
except for my face and my legs.”
(Nadine Gordimer, “Good Climate, Friendly
Inhabitants”)

Thank God for the head.  Inside the head
is the only place you got to be young
when the usual places get used up.”
(Grace Paley, Later the Same day)

From THE QUOTABLE JEWISH WOMAN
(a book from our library)
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Laughter Yoga Club
We meet Wednesday at 6 PM at the Centre.

We get the benefit exercising the core muscles involved in laughter,
as well stress reduction.  The club is growing, and new members
are welcome.  Come out and raise your endorphin level....Laughter
is the best medicine!

It is generally accepted that two wrongs
do not a right make. So, if someone hurls an
insult at another, who responds with a com-
mensurate insult, we are left with two people
having done wrong, nothing more.

But events of recent vintage have left me
hoping that two wrongs might actually make
a right after all. I refer to Bishop Richard
Williamson and former native leader David
Ahenakew. Ahenakew was recently acquit-
ted by Justice Wilfred Tucker in Saskatch-
ewan of inciting hatred against the Jews. The
judge was unrelenting in saying that
Ahenakew's statements were revolting and
disgusting, but that Ahenakew lacked the
intent to promote hatred.

Around the time of this verdict, Bishop
Richard Williamson was leaving Argentina,
having been booted out of that country for
denying the Holocaust. That he was expelled
is quite telling, and worthy of special note,
and appreciation.

Almost as soon as Williamson landed in
London, England, he "apologized" for the
hurt that his Holocaust-denying remarks had
caused. It was very clear from his statement

that he was not repenting his ways, and say-
ing that he was wrong to distort history, that
six million Jews were actually murdered by
the Nazis, including most of my own family.
The Vatican, to its credit, immediately
pounced on this bogus apology and called
Williamson to account for it.

Back to Ahenakew. The remark that put
him in trouble with the law was to praise the
arch-villain who "fried" so many Jews.
Williamson is a Holocaust denier, Ahenakew
a Holocaust affirmer. Both share a hatred of
the Jews. In Ahenakew's case the hatred is
clear, since he applauded the fact that the
world has six million less Jews, and would
be happy if even more were fried.

As to Williamson, I have yet to meet a
Holocaust denier who is Jew lover, or, to put
it more bluntly, is not a Jew-hater. I firmly
believe that deep down, all Holocaust de-
niers know there was a Holocaust, and are
only denying because they truly believe, like
Ahenakew, that it is a good thing the Jews
were killed. They wish to compound the crime
by denying the victims their history.

I would love to arrange a meeting between
Ahenakew and Williamson. I dream that a
meeting between a Holocaust denier and a
Holocaust affirmer would result in the real
truth coming out, and both of them realizing
the evil of their ways. Indeed I would love all
Holocaust deniers and Holocaust affirmers
to gather together in a massive convention
of hate, and to let them fight it out until they
realize the absurdity of their poisonous
views. Would the two wrongs make a right?

There is good news in all this. After
Ahenakew's original remarks were revealed,
it became clear to the leaders of the First
Nations and the Jewish community that they
shared much in common, including being
victims of hate, albeit in different ways. This
precipitated a coming together between the
communities that is nothing short of remark-

able.
In Ahenakew's case, his hate has given

birth to an enduring embrace between the
First Nations and the Jewish community -- a
terrible wrong generating a marvellous right.
As of this writing, both communities share
even more strongly the commitment to work
together to the betterment of both commu-
nities, indeed all of Canada.

In Williamson's case, his remarks, when
first brought to public attention, generated
chagrin, anger, and resentment within the
Jewish community, as they were made pub-
lic just after his excommunication was lifted
by the Pope.

That was just the initial reaction. As time
went on, it became clear that the outrage went
across the board. Jew and non-Jew alike re-
jected Williamson and his views. Christian
leaders were even more vociferous than Jew-
ish leaders in denouncing Williamson and
having zero tolerance for Holocaust denial.
The Pope gathered Jewish leaders and made
it clear that there is no room in the Roman
Catholic Church for Holocaust denial.

In the past few decades, there has been
great progress in Christian-Jewish under-
standing, to the point that there is a pro-
found amity between the two religions. The
Williamson affair proved that this profound
amity is simultaneously unshakeable. It
brought the two faith communities even
closer. Again, a wrong generating, or more
accurately, reinforcing a right.

The ultimate message in all this is quite
powerful. It is a warning to all hate mongers
that the hate they seek to spread might in-
stead generate the very opposite -- more
love, more understanding, more co-opera-
tion. No better way has yet been invented to
counter hate.

Rabbi Reuven P. Bulka is Rabbi of Con-
gregation Machzikei Hadas in Ottawa, and
co-president of Canadian Jewish Congress.

How Two Hateful Wrongs Created Something Right
Canadian Jewish Congress (CJC) is pleased to share with you an Op-ed
from today's Ottawa Citizen, written by Rabbi Reuven Bulka, CJC Co-president.

CAI Sisterhood
Summer Supper

Meeting
 When: June 3, 2009 at  6:00 pm

Where: The Cave Restaurant

Please join us for an fun, easygoing
evening; a short meeting and an
opportunity to relax with friends -
before many of us leave town for

summer.
Door prizes and other fun!

 All women in the community
welcome,

Individuals will be responsible for
thier own meals and beverages.

Please RSVP with Karen before
June 3rd, so the restaurant may be

given a seating number.
dawsonjk@shaw.ca or 931-6629
We would love to see you there -

won't you join us?
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March of the Living - One Year Later
by Mayah Holtslander, Youth Editor

By the time
this Bulletin
goes to press I
will have
participated in
this year’s
H o l o c a u s t

Memorial service.  I will have relived,
remembered and shared my experience,
while beginning to piece together the ways
it has affected me.

The time I spent in Poland is
unforgettable; the stories I heard, and the
things I saw continue to haunt me today.
While in Poland, I felt a lot of anger towards
the Nazi’s anti-Semitism, and the innocent
bystanders who did nothing and allowed
this tragedy to occur.  Yet, after coming
home, and thinking about these issues, I
have realized feeling angry about the past
is not productive and will not solve any of
the problems that exist today.  The
Holocaust should have taught people that
genocides, war and killing do not solve
problems.  Sadly, all these problems
continue to occur today, and all us free
people in the Western world are the same
people I was so incredibly angry with.  We
are the “innocent” bystanders allowing

A play I wrote
has been chosen to
be work shopped at
the Saskatchewan
Playwrights Festi-
val. This means a
Professional Direc-
tor, Professional

Actors and Professional Dramaturgs will
work with me to improve the play in the
hopes of presenting it at a Canadian Thea-
tre. The subject matter is very relevant to
the community and and I would love to ex-
tend an invitation to all community members
to attend a free public reading of My Rabbi

My Rabbi - Tuesday, May 26th, 8pm, John Mitchell Building U of S
by Joel Bernbaum

on the evening of Tuesday May 26th at 8pm
in the John Mitchell Building at the U of S.
Please see further information from the Sas-
katchewan Playwrights Festival below- and
let me know if you have any questions.

My Rabbi was conceived from frustra-
tion. Religion seems too often to push us
apart as opposed to bringing us together.
Developed over beers in theatre school, in
collaboration with Kayvon Khoshkam, My
Rabbi follows two Saskatoon high school
buddies as they journey to find and main-
tain connection to their religions, families and
to each other.

Bio:
Born and raised in Saskatoon, Joel is ex-
cited to return home after working and
studying out of province. A graduate of the
Canadian College of Performing Arts and
the Carleton University School of Journal-
ism, Joel recently workshopped his play
Operation Big Rock at the Belfry Theatre
in Victoria, and spent the winter perform-
ing in Seussical the Musical and The Big
League with Vancouver's Carousel Thea-
tre. He is honoured to be participating in
his first Spring Festival.

these tragedies to occur.  This realization
has taught me all life is sacred, and I must
stand up for peace, justice, equality and non-
violence for all people, in all circumstances.
In some situations, I am the minority in my
beliefs.  Nonetheless, I stand strong,
knowing that if I give up on these ideals, it
will be impossible for them to ever become a
reality.   The March of the Living has taught
me that anger and hatred towards any group
of people, even when it may seem justified
will only cause more harm.  I am not sure
where these beliefs enhanced by the March
may lead me or how they will continue to
affect my life, all I truly know is that they
will.

In the year since I have participated in
the March, I have begun to realize it has
changed the way I function and live my life:
some of these changes are big, some are
small, some are obviously related, and some
are not so obvious.  I feel, in many small
ways, the March of the Living has made me
a better person.  These changes may not be
overtly noticeable and easily credited to the
March, but I know this is why these changes
have occurred.  These “small” changes
include being kinder to the people in my life,
being more patient, becoming less stressed

over small things, being more appreciative
of the things I have in life, volunteering and
developing a growing desire to eventually
do something with my life that will help
people and make some sort of difference.
Overall, the March has caused me to gain a
greater appreciation of my own life, the
world I live in, and the privileges I have.
Currently, all these beliefs and changes are
a confused mess of growing values; yet, I
know as my life goes on, I will continue to
be affected by the March in a variety of
ways.  I am extremely grateful I was able to
have this experience and I strongly
recommend participation to anyone who is
able.

Only the lesson which

is enjoyed can be

learned well.
- Judah Hanasi - Talmud
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Shalom to you all,
Yom Ha’atzmaut is the national

independence day of Israel, commemorating
its declaration of independence in 1948.
Celebrated annually on 5th of the Jewish
month of Iyar, it centers around the
declaration of the state of Israel by David
Ben Gurion in Tel Aviv on May 14, 1948 (5
Iyar, 5708), and the end of the British
Mandate. In a very typical way in the Jewish
tradition it has the mix of happiness and
sadness, joy and grief, the big Simcha is
always preceded by Yom Hazikaron, the
Israel fallen soldiers and terror attacks
victims Remembrance Day on the 4th of Iyar.

Last year we had the privilege to celebrate
here with the community the 60th

anniversary of the state of Israel, some of
you even had the opportunity to celebrate
it in Israel.

This year, Israel is a year older and going
to celebrate the 61st birthday, it’s a less
“sexy” number but is still a very big
achievement for a country that’s busy with
an everyday struggle. For that occasion
we’re sending our Mazal Tov and would
ask you to take a moment to try and figure
out what Israel might mean to you.
For us Israel is most like:
• A Kippa: Every waking hour I feel it

resting on me, identifying me and
connecting me.

• A Tallit: At certain proscribed times it
envelops me, but at other times it is
preserved in its bag, ready for use.

• A Hupa: At a certain time in my life we
stood together with it above us, most of
the time it is not part of my routine life.

• The stars in the sky: I know that Israel
is out there, but it is far away and not
accessible.

• Mom: Where you get your nurturing,
but not healthy to stay around all the
time.

• Hockey: It is the national game whether
you like it or not.

• Embarrassing sibling: Does a lot of
things I wish she wouldn’t, but I feel
like I have to defend her nonetheless.

• Childhood Room: Repository of
childhood memories, strong
sentimental connection.

• Unlit Candle: Israel is a place of as yet
unfulfilled potential.

• Umbrella: It’s always there, saving it
for a rainy day.

• Fairytale: I heard about it but not sure
how much of what I heard is true.

• Hummus & Pita: You always crave it
but you can’t have too much before you
get stomachache.

• Paris Hilton: Everyone thinks it’s
special and there is a lot of buzz
around it but I can’t really understand
what’s it all about.

• Mathematic equation: It looks so
complicated, I’m not even sure where
to start.

• Red wine: Getting better as years pass
by.

• Saskatoon Berries: Such a unique
taste.

• My Favorite sports team: strictly
follow it in the media, always hope
they will do good, going to support
whenever I can.

We hope you found it funny and
inspiring and by that found your definition
to your link to Israel. If you have a different
allegory please feel free to share it with us.
Lehitraot and Yom Ha’atzmaut Sameach.

Editorial... from page 3

work of our volunteers. The late Gerry Rose
was the consummate volunteer and in his
name B’nai Brith initiated the Gerry Rose
Memorial Shabbat Dinner and Volunteer
Award. This is the 10th year of this event
which will remember Gerry and honour
another worthy volunteer. Mark May 22nd

on your calendars for this fun evening with
services led by our children of the Hebrew
School, followed by the dinner and award.

We will celebrate our Rabbi Emeritus
Roger Pavey’s 70th Birthday at a special
Shabbat service on June 6th , followed by a
formal good bye and yasher koach to Nim
and Shirly Solomon who are entering their
last few months in Saskatoon after two years

of immense commitment and contribution to
Congregation Agudas Israel. For those who
have been impacted upon by Rabbi Pavey
and Nim and Shirly, mark those dates as
important ones.

 FolkFest is celebrating its 30th year this
summer and although our congregation has
been in the habit of taking every other year
off, this will be an exception and we will
participate in this milestone event. Another
mammoth effort will be required and yes,
volunteers will be needed. Rather than
waiting to be asked to volunteer please call
any of the Board members, David Kaplan or
June Avivi. The dates are August 13th to the
14th.

Judaism is not merely ethical, but ethics is its essence.
 - Leo Baeck

Barristers, Solicitors and Mediators
RANDY KATZMAN

B.Comm., LL.B.

(306) 653-5000
Fax: (306) 652-4171

5th Floor, Atrium Place, #510, 128 - 4th Avenue S.,
Saskatoon, S7K 1M8

CUELENAERE, KENDALL
KATZMAN

         RICHARDS&
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There is really no excuse. Writing an
article to the Bulletin is not that hard, never
the less we haven’t done that for ages.

It is not that we forgot you guys, on the
contrary, as life continues, we are still
thinking of  the schlichut in Saskatoon,
which  was probably one of the most fulfilling
experiences of our lives, and we recall every
special moment we had that year…

We are writing to you when it is winter
here in Israel. It is almost surprising to see
the rain knocking on our windows, for this
winter is exceptionally dry. We are sure most
of you wouldn’t  mind a 22 Celsius in January
(neither do we), unfortunately the kinneret
needs every drop of water and because of
this winter it is drying up.

Life here in Israel is pretty solid despite
what you see on the news.

Yes we had one war one election and an
unstable economic situation, but from what
we understand we are doing better than the
US or Ireland.

When the war in Gaza broke, many of our
friends and family were called in to reserve
duty. It doesn’t mean they were called to
fight in Gaza but they did leave home and
trained for the unknown.

I (Ran) was called too. My unit was sent

we design and print...
 Brochures
 Newsletters
 Flyers
 Posters
 Presentation Folders
 Laser Cheques
 Stationery
 Annual reports
 Business Forms
 Carbonless Forms

Tel. 306.955.3373 • Fax. 306.955.5739

 Textbooks
 Family History Books

... to your specifications and satisfaction

217 Jessop Avenue • Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7N 1Y3

From Israel with Love
by Ran and Rachelli Zarovitch

close to Ramallah (near Jerusalem). I can’t
say it was my favorite place to be ( I prefer
Greece...), and we encountered some
disturbing moments when rocks, and
Molotov bottles were thrown at us, but still
we survived with no serious casualties to
us or the Palestinians. Going to the reserve
really takes you away from your usual life
and throws you into a totally different
atmosphere. This might have some positive
sides, when you are 24 hours a day with
friends you see maybe once a year, and it
does make you think a lot. The hardest part-
was not being able to see Tamar, for a month
(sorry Racheli...)

Tamar deserves a different section. She
is one year and 3 months old and she is
absolutely gorgeous. She is tall and blonde
(shocking ha?) .She started walking really
early and in general she has changed our
lives. We want to be with her every moment
we have and it seems like it is never enough.

About us, racheliran, we are very busy
with our careers. You will be shocked to hear
Racheli started working for a HI-TECH
company. She didn’t have the professional
background but she learned fast, and she is
highly appreciated. She felt she needed a
break from working in the Jewish agency,

and a good opportunity arrived. I am  still
working for Haaretz in English, as the sales
manager of the newspaper.

Every single year since we came back to
Israel, we had so many visits from Saskatoon
This year June Avivi arrived. It was great
seeing her and gathering all the shilichim
and their kids – we became a big group, and
brought back great memories,,,,

We are very much welcoming you to
come over. Purim and Pesach sameach!
Yours
Racheliran&Tamar
racheliran@yahoo.com
972-7-76565360

Business Slipping Away?
Maybe you are paying too

much for your steel?
Call Toll Free:

1-800-667-5353
Bucket Service Available

New Steel and Pipe
Used Steel and Pipe

INLAND STEEL PRODUCTS INC
652-5353

Avenue P & 17th St. W
Saskatoon

intellectual curiosity, debate, and healthy
questioning.  We are richer for this, I think.
Mensch is a word that is frequently applied
to those not necessarily deserving, but if
being a Mensch is, as Leo Rosten has

A Tribute to Rabbi Pavey... from page 5

penned, “someone to admire and emulate,
someone of noble character. The key to
being “a real mensch” is nothing less than
character, rectitude, dignity, a sense of what
is right, responsible, decorous”, then the
title certainly fits Rabbi Pavey.  So please,
take some time at the lunch in Rabbi Pavey’s
honour to thank him for his contributions

to our community.  Hazak, hazak, venet
hazeak.  May you go from strength to
strength in the coming year.

Editor's Note: Cindy Hanna continues to
be a member of CAI while living and
working as a Clincial Psychologist in
Vancouver.

time for us to thoughtfully create processes
that will increase our knowledge of the
Middle East so we can do more for the peace
process.  If this sounds like something you
would be interested in doing, please give
me a call.

I would like to conclude my column with
a special thanks to Nim and Shirly, who have
done so much for our community and
especially for our young people. They have
a made a permanent impression on our
community and on each of us as individuals.
It has always been a pleasure to work with
them on any project.  We are closer to Israel
because of them, and they have been
ambassadors of Israel to the larger
community.   I with them all the best.

President's Keyboard... from page 3
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by Keren-Or and Lior

By the time this article is published we
will be recovering from the celebrations of
“Yom Haatzmaut”, Independence Day.
Israel’s 61st birthday is definitely something
to celebrate, but this year’s attention will be
focused quite a bit on Tel-Aviv, the “First
Hebrew City” as we call it – commemorating
100 years! In the spring of 1909, more
accurately April 11th, a lottery was held and
the first 66 plots of land that formed “Ahuzat
Bayit”, the name given to the new Jewish
suburb of Jaffa, were distributed to their
owners. A year later, after the first houses
and streets were built, Tel-Aviv was given
its name. The name, by the way, comes from
Herzl’s book “Altneuland” translated to
Hebrew, and it symbolizes both the ancient
– “Tel” is an archeological hill – and the
new – “Aviv”, spring, renewal. Sand dunes
were slowly replaced by wide streets, houses
and business buildings forming what was
to become the most thriving Israeli urban
center, by far.

Tel Aviv is definitely the cultural center
of Israel. True, Jerusalem’s place as the
capital city, the Holy and spiritual center –
is undisputed. But, Tel Aviv is the place
where everything happens “big time”. From
“high” culture to excellent cuisine, from
political rallies to Gay parades, from top class
rock concerts to philharmonic concerts.
Most of Israel’s bohemia hangs around in
Tel Aviv, adding to its colorful atmosphere.
The Mediterranean has a lot to do with what
the city is all about: the beaches, the
promenade, cafés on the sidewalks, the
temper, the driving…oy vey – the driving!
By the way, if you ask an “outsider” (i.e. a
non-Tel Avivi Israeli) what he/she hates
most about Tel Aviv, it’s the driving: how
they drive, the horrible signposting (there’s
hardly ever an option to turn left…), the
parking lots – or the lack of parking lots.

Tel Aviv is made up of many different
pieces. Jaffa – or “Yafo” – is a crucial part of
the city. To begin with, it is part of the city’s
official name: “Tel Aviv-Yafo”. It is the
“original” city, the ancient town, the mixture
of Arabs and Jews, the old, the markets –
the flea market, the fish market, and so on.
Yafo is also the indisputable symbol of the
city’s skyline, forming a wonderful outlet to
the sea, blending mosques, churches,
fortresses, walls – from as far back as the
Bronze Age to the more dominant Arab,
Crusader and Otoman rule. Another
wonderful piece is the White City, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site since 2004. It

is a wonderful area, originated in the mid
30’s, and built under the influence of the
Bauhaus architectural movement, dominant
at that time. Many buildings still remain in
bad shape and in desperate need of
renovation, but the ones that have been
restored give the city a gentle touch of
nostalgia.

Tel Aviv, as many other parts of the
Western world, has a clear distinction of
North and South. The latter being the rich,
new, sparkling part of the city with its
modern apartment blocks, shopping centers,
and top-class shops. The last – hosting
neighborhoods that look more like the third-
world, with thousands of foreign workers
and low-class citizens living in densely
populated streets, neglected by the
municipal authorities and mostly ignored by
the rest of the country: drugs and
prostitution blend with Chinese and African
foreign workers on bicycles – running to
and from work.

The city has been through rough times,
beginning with the expulsion of Jews by the
Othman rulers during WWI, the Arab
uprisings during the 20’s and 30’s, the war
of Independence and so on. It has also been
blessed with glorious days such as the
spontaneous celebrations following the UN
resolution on the Partition Plan on November
29th 1947 and following Ben-Gurion’s
declaration of independence on May 14th

1948. Huge crowds took to the streets,
dancing and singing – while not so far away
Jewish settlements were already under
attack by Arab armies. During the last few
years, Tel Avivis have been tagged by the
rest of the country as being “outsiders”,
living in their own bubble, indifferent to the
rough times that other cities and the Israeli
periphery are going through. Whenever
there is a crisis – a war in the North, Kassam
rockets in the South, economic crisis
throughout the country, etc. – it is always a
trend to show Tel Aviv’s cafés packed, the
citizens ignoring, as others claim, the
situation just a few miles from them as they
sip their café-au-lait…The truth is, this was
always the case. Tel Aviv’s “escapism” (a
term often used to describe Tel Avivis) goes
far back to the War of Independence – one
could find crowds on the streets, living their
lives, having their coffees, while on the front
– a mere 15 miles from there – youngsters
were fighting tough battles, struggling for
the existence of the newborn state. During
the War of Attrition, at the end of the 60’s,

soldiers were dying daily by the Suez Canal
in Sinai, while Tel Aviv was enjoying a
culture boom: theatre, art, popular music,
movies. However, it seems quite unfair to
tag the city as such. First of all, it has
suffered as much during the years – whether
it be from air raids during the WWII and the
War of Independence, Saddam’s Scuds in
’91, suicide bombers on buses and in cafés
in the mid 90’s and 2001-3. Second, what do
we expect from citizens trying to live their
lives like normal people do – even if it is in a
certain contrast to what is going on around
– to stay at home, depressed, and watch TV
all day? Or, as is always argued, should they
do their best not to give in and try to keep
up with their routine? When interviewed,
Tel Avivis usually say that they’re not going
to give the terrorists the pleasure of
achieving their goal – the total interruption
of “normal” life. Rightfully so – however,
easier said than done…

Whether you’re from Tel Aviv or not, you
cannot stay indifferent. This unique city has
a little bit of what all of us as Israelis have,
and we all have a part of Tel Aviv inside us,
whether we like it or not. The “First Hebrew
City” has witnessed a whole lot during its
first 100 years, and we should hope that the
next 100 years will bring only better urban
planning, culture and especially peace and
quiet to its citizens and its visitors.

Yom Atzmaut Sameach!
Keren-Or, Lior , Naomi & Alma
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Remember famine in a time of plenty and
poverty and want in a season of prosperity.

- Wisdom of Sarach
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For three weeks we read about the
ancient Tabernacle which was built during
the 40 years of wandering in the desert, after
the Israelite Exodus from Egypt.

We heard some lessons which can be
learned from this building, even though we
have no archeological proof that the
Tabernacle actually existed.  These lessons
included the idea that every Israelite
contributed precious metals and many did
the labor, the metaphors we can draw from
the details of the architecture, and the
concept that our clothing communicates
both outwardly and inwardly just as the
priestly vestments had this dual effect on
our officiating priests in ancient days.

All of these lessons still beg a larger
question:  “Why build the Tabernacle in
the first place?”  There are as many chapters
about the Tabernacle as there are about the
Exodus itself.  To answer this question, we
need to go back to the early chapters in the
Book of Exodus.

At first glance, it seems that there are
three separate books contained in the Book
of Exodus:  discussions of the Exodus from
Egypt, the Revelation at Sinai, and the
Building of the Tabernacle.  I want to show
that in fact they are not only related, but
that this has relevance for our lives today.

During the encounter between Moses
and Pharaoh, there was some curious
language used.  When Moses demanded
that the Israelites be freed, he did not tell
Pharaoh that it was because slavery is wrong
or because they wanted to become a free
nation.  Rather he quoted God as saying
that the Israelites should be freed so that
they could serve God in the Wilderness.

It turns out that this was not just an
excuse for fleeing Egypt.  One way of looking
at the entire Exodus experience, in whatever
form it happened, is exactly that:  the whole
purpose of the Exodus was so that God could
have a personal relationship with the Israelite
People.

Could not God have arranged this while
they were in Egypt?  No, for several reasons.
As slaves the Israelites existed at such a
basic level of need, they were not in a
position to be open to a relationship with
God.  They were just trying to survive their
harsh daily life and the Egyptian oppression.

Once the Israelites were freed, how then
was God to build a relationship with them?
The awesome events of crossing the Red
Sea and the experience at Sinai seem not to
have been enough for them.  Within days
of escaping from Pharaoh’s army they
wanted to go back to Egypt, and within
days of the Revelation at Sinai they built
the Golden Calf because they felt that
Moses had abandoned them.

In our closing hymn Adon Olam there
are two different views of how God is
portrayed.  The first three verses speak of a
distant, Transcendent God Who is so far
beyond humanity, this God cannot be
known.  Then the last two verses speak of
an Imminent God Who cares about each of
us, and Who walks right along our side.

The first view of God is reflected in the
miracle of crossing the Red Sea, and in the
awe-filled meeting at Mt. Sinai - where God
literally seemed to speak from the volcano.
So if this was the only experience the
Israelites had of God, how could God
become close enough to them to build a
relationship?  To put it into other words,
how could that powerful God become a
good neighbor?

The answer was to build the portable
Tabernacle, which in Hebrew is called the
“Mishkan”.  Hebrew words are built on
three-letter roots, and the root of the word
“Mishkan” is the same as the Hebrew word
for neighborhood and for God’s feminine
imminent presence - the “Shechinah”,
“Shin-Chaf-Nun”.

What an awesome concept!  We started
the Shacharit service with this word:
“Shochein Ad, Marom v’Kadosh Sh’mo” -
“God dwells among us forever, exalted and
holy is God’s Name”.  What better way to
signify to the ancient Israelites that this
powerful God of miracles and Revelation
was going to dwell among them?  By
building a “House” for God, the tallest and
largest building right in the middle of the
Israelite desert camp, it was visible to all
that God’s Presence dwelt among them.

So what does this have to do with us,
over 3,200 years later?  Some of us were
concerned about the faulty wiring which
caused our Ner Tamid, our Eternal Light, to
be out for a few weeks, and those who

noticed were happy when it was fixed.  This
synagogue of ours is the modern successor
to that ancient Tabernacle in the Wilderness,
and it too represents God’s presence among
us.

We know that God does not actually live
in the Ark, and that the Torah is a parchment
scroll fixed on wooden rollers.  However, we
imbue the Torah and in fact this very building
with a sense of holiness, of God’s presence,
by gathering here for worship and for
community fellowship.

One would think that a powerful God
could have created a dwelling-place and
given it to the Israelites, but how much better
it was for the Israelites to do all the work
themselves and bring God’s presence into
their midst.  We call that “taking ownership”,
and that is the only way God can “dwell
among us”.

Another Hebrew name for the Tabernacle
was the “Ohel Mo-ed”, the “Tent of
Meeting”.  How similar this is to the modern
words for our building:  “Beit K’nesset” or
“House of Assembly” in Hebrew,
“Synagoga” which means the same thing in
Greek, and now “Synagogue” which is the
same word in English.

However, it is clear that the “Assembly”
is not just among congregants who gather
to share worship and fellowship.  The
“Assembly” is also our meeting with God
through that worship and through that
fellowship.  Like our Israelite ancestors who
built and furnished the ancient Tabernacle,
the “Mishkan”, with the best of what they
had, we must do the work and “take
ownership” so that God can continue to
dwell among us.  For where we Jews gather
together, God’s Presence or “Shechinah”
will also be among us, if we invite her in.

D’var Torah - God Dwelling Among Us
by Hazzan Neil Schwartz
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husbands, and ... every man should rule in
his own home.”

Interestingly, the descriptions of Vashti
as disobedient and vain are found only in
midrashidic interpretations and not in the
megillah itself. Such defamation of Vashti
may have arisen from panic at the idea of an
independent woman, and Vashti’s actions
challenged women’s subordinate role.
Perhaps this is why the men of the Talmud
created a midrashic vilification of her actions
that further belittled Vashti. Later in the story
when Mordechai  is insubordinate by
refusing to bow down to Haman, he is
praised for standing up for his beliefs while
Vashti is condemned for the same thing, a
gendered double standard that is strikingly
clear. Furthermore, it is ironic that because
of Vashti’s death sentence, the way is
opened for Esther for her own defiant and
heroic acts.

In shedding light on Vashti’s strengths,
I am in no way discrediting the heroism
exhibited by Esther. She exemplifies a strong
brave Jewish female role model. However,
as she marshals her strength to save her
nation, she must revisit the experiences of
her shunned predecessor and learn from

them. Esther is more calculated and she
learns to play by the rules, while she subtly
executes far greater success that Vashti. Yet,
in order to triumph and stand up to authority
(both Mordechai and Achashverosh),
Esther confronts the image of Vashti, and
discovers those attributes in herself.

The first week of March was
International Women’s Week so I thought
it was more than appropriate to talk about
strong females in the Purim story as they
pertain to modern day interpretations.
Established in 1977 by the United Nations,
it is an opportunity to celebrate progress
toward equality for women and their full
participation in society, reflect on the
challenges and barriers that remain, and
consider future steps to achieving equality
for all women, in all aspects of their lives.
Vashti has come to be seen as self-
respecting and full of courage. She
demonstrated that moral conscience was the
ultimate judge of human behavior, and that
human freedom was not to be surrendered
under any circumstances.  Perhaps by
celebrating Purim each year, Jews have
always celebrated the equity and heroism
of strong independent women. We have

much to learn from both Vashti and Esther.
Each woman should have an honored place
in the shul. They each teach us such
valuable lessons on how to stand up for
what is right. We have the potential to be
strong, and brave, and wise, if we share the
gifts that both Vashti and Esther offer.

I will leave off with a wonderful quote I
found about religion, Purim and feminism.
“On Purim, we are religiously obligated
to get so drunk we can’t tell the difference
between “cursed” haman, and “blessed”
mordechai. We masquerade as Good vs.
Evil, Male vs. Female, Oppressed vs.
Oppressor, but the goal is not to reinforce
these dichotomies, but to realize that they
are false separations, that there is a
beautiful space in between all opposites,
and that is the space where we live as
happy, healthy beings. It is in between the
extremes, somewhere between “male” and
“female,” healing our experiences of
oppression while checking ourselves on the
power we have to oppress others, that we
walk Hashem’s path.”

Editor's Note: Elli Adler is a U of S student
from Toronto.

Purim D'Var Torah... from page 7
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from the Talmud
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Feiga Shendelzon May 15 (21)
Tillie Scharfstein May 15 (21)*
Sadie Smith May 16 (22)
Benjamin Ollman May 16 (22)
Sam Davidner May 16 (22)*
Solomon Dragushan May 17 (23)
Herman Green May 17 (23)
Leah Gladstone May 18 (24)
David Rabinovitch May 18 (24)*
Sam Hock May 18 (24)
Mildred Berlow May 18 (24)*
Edith Roth May 18 (24)*
Cherna Friedman May 18 (24)*
Sylvia Sandbrand May 18 (24)
Esther Solsberg May 19 (25)*
Rachel Muscovitch May 20 (26)
Fred Mendel May 20 (26)*
Ruth Shear May 20 (26)*
Eliezer Goodman May 21 (27)*
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May 22/23 Iyar 28/29
Broche Minovitz May 22 (28)
Fanny Rapaport May 22 (28)*
Ethel Spector May 22 (28)*
Frank Gertler May 23 (29)*
Jack Litman May 23 (29)
Jack Kaslow May 24 (Sivan 1)
Bernard Sharzer May 24 (1)*
William Kutz May 24 (1)
Abraham Bruser May 26 (3)
Arthur Rose May 26 (3)*
Jacob Mazer May 26 (3)*
Rita Epstein May 26 (3)*
Ben Tartar May 27 (4)
Albert Epstein May 28 (5)*
Bernard Lehrer May 28 (5)*
Joe Katzman May 28 (5)*
Anita Lefebvre May 28 (5)

May 29/30 Sivan 6/7
Harry Cohen May 29 (6)*
William Grobman May 29 (6)*
Libba Korbor May 31 (8)*
Rose Manolson May 31 (8)*
Paul Swartz May 31 (8)
Rose Litman May 31 (8)
Goldie Brounstein June 1 (9)
Semyon Furman June 1 (9)
Lloyd Hock June 2 (10)*
Ida Domey June 3 (11)*
Samuel Golumbia June 4 (12)
Florence Russell June 4 (12)

June 5/6 Sivan 13/14
Abraham Prober June 5 (13)
Sophie Confield June 5 (13)
Bessie Golumbia June 6 (14)
Nettie Steiger June 6 (14)
Rose Levinton June 6 (14)
Harry Hillman June 7 (15)*
Samuel Schacter June 7 (15)*
Seda Margolis June 8 (16)
Amelia Sandbrand June 9 (17)
Jack Mallin June 9 (17)*
Bathsheba Baron June 9 (17)
Marlene Ditlove June 9 (17)*
Selma Green June 10 (18)
Isaac Drabinsky June 11 (19)*
Sonia Churchill June 11 (19)*
Lottie Levitt June 11 (19)*
Sam Landa Juny 11 (19)

June 12/13 Sivan 20/21
Bessie Gladstone June 12 (20)*
Bertha Adler June 12 (20)
Bessie Ames June 13 (21)*
Anna Lehrer June 13 (21)*

Sophie Drabinsky June 14 (22)*
Myron Melamede June 14 (22)
Clarice Schwartz June 14 (23)
Jacob Claman June 16 (24)*
Welvel Flikshteyn June 16 (24)
Sam Zaitlen June 17 (25)*
Herman Levine June 17 (25)*
Ruth Bondar June 17 (25)
Vera Barsky June 18 (26)
Israel Ragoff June 18 (26)

June 19/20 Sivan 27/28
Robert Floom June 19 (27)*
Kathryn Cooper June 19 (27)*
Leo Lipcovic June 21 (29)*
Sam Cramer June 21 (29)*
Bernie Reznick June 21 (29)
Max Hock June 22 (30)*
Sara Charach June 22 (30)
Rosa Jerman June 22 (30)
Nathan Gropper June 22 (30)*
Max Gropper June 23 (Tammuz 1)*
Ben Shiffman June 23 (1)
Stella Hearn June 24 (2)*
Nathan Richman June 25 (3)*
Irman Altschul June 25 (3)*
David Baltzan June 25 (3)*

June 26/27 Tammuz 4/5
Bessie Switzer June 27 (5)
Samuel Forgan June 27 (5)*
Rabbi Louis Jacobs June 27 (5)
Chaim Tzalkovich June 27 (5)
Zakhar Isaakov June 27 (5)
Evelyn Ross June 28 (6)
Pearl Trute June 28 (6)*
Sidney Buckwold June 28 (6)
Patricia Holtslander June 28 (6)
Beatrice Adilman June 30 (8)
Mary Lifshin June 30 (8)*
Etta Tadman July 1 (9)*
Anna Dragushan July 2 (10)
Bert Gladstone July 2 (10)*
Irving Jacobsen July 2 (10)

July 3/4 Tammuz 11/12
Nathan Adilman July 4 (12)
Walter Merchant July 5 (13)*
Ralph Sugarman July 5 (13)*
Reva Mathews July 6 (14)
Minnie Filer July 6 (14)*
Louis Epstein July 6 (14)
Schulem Singer July 9 (17)
Faigel Lyons July 9 (17)
Harold Waldman July 9 (17)*
Maria Kolominsky July 9 (17)*
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Most of the Screamin’ Chickens soccer team, finished
10th in the league!!!  (or 5th if we look at the table backwards)

Hebrew School Seder 2009

Mary Anne
tsimmising it up!

Purim 2009
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1 Iyar 7 2 Iyar 8

3 Iyar 9 4 Iyar 10 5 Iyar 11 6 Iyar 12 7 Iyar 13 8 Iyar 14 9 Iyar 15

10 Iyar 16 11 Iyar 17 12 Iyar 18 13 Iyar 19 14 Iyar 20 15 Iyar 21 16 Iyar 22

17 Iyar 23 18 Iyar 24 19 Iyar 25 20 Iyar 26 21 Iyar 27 22 Iyar 28 23 Iyar 29

24 Sivan 1 25 Sivan 2 26 Sivan 3 27 Sivan 4 28 Sivan 5 29 Sivan 6 30 Sivan 7

31 Sivan 8

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

May 2009 •  Iyar/Sivan 5769

1 Sivan 9 2 Sivan 10 3 Sivan 11 4 Sivan 12 5 Sivan 13 6 Sivan 14

7 Sivan 15 8 Sivan 16 9 Sivan 17 10 Sivan 18 11 Sivan 19 12 Sivan 20 13 Sivan 21

14 Sivan 22 15 Sivan 23 16 Sivan 24 17 Sivan 25 18 Sivan 26 19 Sivan 27 20 Sivan 28

21 Sivan 29 22 Sivan 30 23 Tammuz 1 24 Tammuz 2 25 Tammuz 3 26 Tammuz 4 27 Tammuz 5

28 Tammuz 6 29 Tammuz 7 30 Tammuz 8

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

June 2009 •  Sivan/Tammuz 5769

This page is sponsored by B’nai Brith Lodge #739

* Bema Roster

Birkat Hahodesh

Shavuot/Yizkor

Breakfast

Club

10 am

OFFICE CLOSED

Eli Fenyes Bar Mitzvah

B’nai Brith Gerry Rose

Dinner

Service 6 pm

Dinner 7 pm

Hebrew School Final

Picnic

Laughter Yoga Club -6pm

Board Meeting -7:30 pm

Special Shabbat

Honouring

Rabbi Pavey’s Birthday

10 am

Special Shabbat

Honouring

Nim and Shirly

Board Meeting

7:30 pm

Laughter Yoga Club

Laughter Yoga Club

Laughter Yoga Club

Laughter Yoga Club

Laughter Yoga Club

Laughter Yoga Club

Laughter Yoga Club

Kayefet 2009

Shared Shabbat Dinner

6 pm

New Music Shabbat

*Lou Horlick

*Ron Waldman

*David Katzman

*Randy Katzman *Grant Scharfstein

*Franci Holtslander

My Rabbi - A Public

Reading

Joel Bernbaum

see page 12

Sisterhood Summer

Supper Meeting

The Cave Restaurant

6 pm

*David Katzman

Shared Shabbat Dinner

6 pm *Jan Gitlin

*Heather Fenyes

*Marsha Scharfstein

Shabbat Service

8 pm

Experience is a good school,

but the fees are high.
- Heine

A wise man without a book is

like an artist without tools
- Moroccan Jewish saying


