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Website: www.agudasisrael.org

B'nai Brith Lodge #739
invites you to the
17th Annual

Gerry Rose Memorial and
Volunteer Award Dinner
Honouring

Dianne Greenblatt
Friday
May 27th, 2016
6:00 pm

(306) 343-7023 Fax: (306) 343-1244
President: Harold Shiffman

Saskatoon
Canadian Hadassah Wizo
Annual Campaign Launch Party & BBQ

Thursday, May 19th

At the Home of Linda & Arnie Shaw
1109 Temperance Street

6:00 p.m.

Featuring Claudia Goldman & Alina Ianson

RSVP to Linda 306-374-7720 or at lindashaw@shaw.ca
$10 per person
							

Jewish Community Centre
Adults $22
Children 6-12 $12
5 and Under Free
RSVP Myla 343-7023 or
email to
jewishcommunity@sasktel.net
or regileter and pay online at
agudasisrael.org

Previous Winners of the Gerry Rose Volunteer Award
2000
Gerry & Glady Rose
2001
Linda Shaw
2002
Bert Gladstone
2003
June & Abe Avivi
2004
David Kaplan
2005
Sam & Petty Landa

2006
Walter, Lois & Susanne
Gumprich
2007
Ron & Jan Gitlin
2008
Heather Fenyes
2009
Steven Goluboff
2010
Marsha & Grant
Scharfstein

2011
Ralph Katzman
2012
David & Randy
Katzman
2013
Janet Erikson
2014
Arnie Shaw
2015
Sherwood & Elaine
Sharfe

This page is sponsored by Gladys Rose of Toronto

Deadline for the next Bulletin is June 15th, 2016

8:00 pm

HANG WITH US THIS SUMMER!
Jewish Summer Camp for all children Grades 1-10
Staff Positions available for Grade 11+

Camper Registration & Staff Hiring Now Open!

Travel Allowances & Sibling Discounts are available.
Financial Assistance & Support generously provided by:
Saskatoon B’nai Brith Lodge #739

www.campbb.com
1-800-267-CAMP (2267)
info@campbb.com
Facebook.com/CampBB
This plaque was dedicated in the memory of
David on the anniversary of his passing. It
will be hung outside the museum on campus
housing his world instrument collection.

A summer of fun...a lifetime of friendships, memories, traditions & skills!

• New Boat & Learn to Water-Ski/Wake-Board Program •
• Shabbat & Judaism • Heated Pool • Horseback Riding •
• Ropes Course, Climbing Wall & Zip Line • Camping •
• Canoeing • Sports • Trail Biking • Nature Discovery •
• Crafts & Pottery • Performing Arts & Musicals •

This page is sponsored by Dr. Syd z'l & Miriam z’l Gelmon of Vancouver
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Editorial
by Steven Goluboff
We are beginning the
last two months of our
regular synagogue and
community programs
before the summer holidays. The number of
activities is enormous
and there are those that have suggested we
do too much and our volunteers are going to
burn out. In the months of May and June, I
have counted thirteen programs in addition to
regular Shabbat morning services and a variety
of committee and Board meetings. We all pick
and choose what we have the time and interest
to attend. It is amazing that for such a small
congregation we always have a minyan and
the major programs such as the Silver Spoon
Dinner, and the 17th Annual B’nai Brith Gerry
Rose Memorial and Volunteer Award Dinner
are usually well-attended and supported. On
May 19th, in spite of trying to not have conflicting events two have been announced but in the
spirit of cooperation adjustments to the times
will provide complimentary programs. Linda
and Arnie Shaw will host a BBQ to launch the
Annual Hadassah Wizo Campaign, welcoming
the National President and Executive Director.
Immediately following that event everyone
can wander over to the Café D’lish by Tish
to celebrate the 68th birthday of the State of
Israel, with live entertainment. (See the ads on
the cover of The Bulletin). Our Shlichim Dan
and Lee have arranged many programs for the
children in these two months and are the choreographers of the Yom Ha’Atzmaut celebration
on May 19th. Their Bulletin article highlights
yet another creative Israeli educational initiative for youth at risk. Our own educators in
Canada could learn how Israelis are dealing with the difficult and challenging social
problems of their disadvantaged youth. For 35
years, our Yom Hashoah program grows and
shines in this city. Each year seems to surpass
the one before. The committee chaired by Ron
continued on page 6

Goluboff
Leila
Member of REMAX
Chairman Club
#5 Individual Awards 2013
Lifetime Achievement Award 2006

For

RESULTS,
SERVICE &
EXPERIENCE

call me today.
I look forward to working with you!
           
Saskatoon
Bus: (306) 242-6000 	
Cell: 241-1900

FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY
The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel

Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home committed to deepening
the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in the historical traditions of
the Jewish people. We are a progressive, democratic and sensitive congregation responding to the widest
spectrum of Jewish thought and practice.
Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

MAZEL TOV AND CONGATULATIONS TO:
David and Susan Katzman on the engagement of their daughter Miriam to Tom Oliver
of Williams Lake, BC.
David and Susan Katzman on the graduation of their son Jonathon from the College
of Veterinary Medicine.
Kayla Hock on the engagement of her great granddaughter, Erin Isman (daughter of
Clare and Van) to Jason Markusoff of Calgary.
Heather Fenyes who was nominated for the 2016 YWCA Women of Distinction
Community Building Award.
Jordana Jacobsen who was nominated for the 2016 YWCA Women of Distinction
Athletics Award.
June Avivi upon being honoured by the Human Right’s Commission and Think Good
Do Good, for her work in Holocaust Education:
Allison Stromberg and Terry Levitt on the celebration of the Bar Mitzvah of their son
Jack on May 7, 2016.
Mark and Wendy Ditlove, whose mother Nancy Ditlove has been named 2016
Kipnis-Wilson/Friedland Award Honoree at the Lion of Judah Luncheon on March 2 in
Palm Springs. This award is the Women’s Philanthropy national recognition of women
who exemplify the Jewish Federation’s spirit of Lion of Judah through a proven and
demonstrated commitment to the community. Nancy will also be honoured at this year’s
biennial International Lion of Judah Conference September 11-13 in Washington, DC.
THANK YOU TO:
Sherwood and Elaine Sharfe and all of the volunteers who made The Price is Right
show a resounding success for our community.
Mark Ditlove and Inland Steel for removing all of the concrete from the grave sites as
they are being upgraded.
CONDOLENCES TO:
Gladys Rose and family on the death of her daughter Naomi Rose in Toronto. Gladys
continues to be a member of our Congregation and Naomi and her husband Stan Sinai
have been faithful sponsors of The Bulletin for many years.
GET WELL WISHES TO:
Karen Dawson
UNVEILINGS:
Ruth Gonor – Friday May 27th 2016, 10 am
Dr. Sydney Fogel - July 31st 201 2016, 11 am
FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
There is a community clothes depot in the north parking lot of the Synagogue.
Due to people not securing the lock at the Cemetery, access will only be possible
through the walk through gate adjacent to the main drive through gate. If you
have any questions or concerns,
contact Ralph Katzman at 306-931-2468 or 306-222-8776.
THE BULLETIN
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Advertising Manager......................Ron Gitlin
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Layout & Graphic Design........... Janet Eklund
Proof Reading.........................Bruce Cameron
Cost of this issue with mailing...............$1200
Advertisements.................................$30/issue
Page Sponsorship........ $25/issue or $130/year
Issues Published.........................................155
Issues/Year.....................................................6

If you are happy with the Bulletin and enjoy
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From the President

by Harold Shiffman, President, CAI
In this issue of The
Bulletin, I will provide
a six-month update on
three of the Board of
Trustees’ more interesting projects.
As President, one of my goals for this term
is to develop a recruitment package for new
board members; something that will explain
what it takes to be a board member, what the
community’s expectations are and how our
committee structure functions.
Our community currently has a strong and
diverse board, but not all members are likely
to stay indefinitely. In addition, we have been
known to encourage new members by downplaying the hard work that is expected (and
required) to keep our community afloat. I am
hopeful that with a more robust and honest
document with some information and advice,
we will be able to attract interest in board
membership from across the community.

One of the most significant startups this
year has been the Future Planning Task Force
which has been examining the status of the
physical building and finances of the community to provide recommendations for success
over the next 25 years.
It should be no surprise to anyone who
has been in our facility that it is in need of
attention and the future of the building is a
high priority for the task force. Community
members should expect an announcement
in the coming weeks to attend one or more
development sessions where you can share
your thoughts and ideas about the future of
our synagogue.
Last, but certainly not least, our board
wishes to thank the Tikkun Olam Committee,
the Islamic Association of Saskatchewan and
each CAI volunteer and contributor for their
hard work and dedication over the past few
months in an effort to bring a refugee family
to Saskatoon. Most of you should be aware

that our family has not arrived yet, and that
currently we are not entirely sure when they
will land in our fair city.
The federal government has stated that they
will continue to process all 25,000 applicants
for 2016 and that we should expect our family
within the calendar year. Although disappointing and frustrating, at least we know that the
family will eventually arrive and we can enter
the next phase of our sponsorship.
I personally want to thank the members of
the board who have worked so hard this year
on the above mentioned projects as well as
many other board and committee-related commitments over the past few months including
our Chanukah and Purim festivals, our Pesach
Seder and many other events, activities, and
services. If you think you would be interested
in a position on our board, please do not hesitate to email me: president@agudasisrael.org

Divrei Harav – Rabbi Claudio’s Message
Holocaust Remembrance Day Speech

by Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky
Today we join together, as we have
for the past 34 Years
in our Synagogue,
to observing Yom
Hashoah, the day of the Holocaust remembrance. Every day but particularly today, the
Jewish people think of the six million Jews
in Europe who were murdered by the Nazis.
On this day we remember, we pledge Never
Forget, and we re-commit ourselves to ensuring it never happens again.
Hannah Szenesh was a young Jewish
woman who in 1944 jumped in a parachute
into Yugoslavia helped by the British Army,
in order to assist in the rescue of Hungarian
Jews. She was unfortunately discovered and
arrested by the Nazis’ collaborators, imprisoned, tortured and finally executed for refusing to reveal intelligence secrets about her
mission. Hannah Szenesh was also a poet,
and these words were written by her during
her confinement in Hungary:
“There are stars whose light reaches
the earth only after they have themselves
disintegrated, and are no more. There are
men, women, and children, whose brilliance
continue to light the world after they have
passed from it. These lights, which shine in
the darkest night, are those which illumine

for us the path.”
Six million such lights shine brightly for
us in the silence, as we rekindle each one
symbolically in this day of Yom Hashoah.
Inspired by the sounds of the Shofar, this
ancient instrument used by the Jewish People
for thousands of years and which calls us to
remember, we echo this afternoon an affirmation not defeated during the terror of those
years: Ani Maamim - I believe.
“I believe in the sun even when it is not
shining. I believe in love, even when there’s
no one there. I believe in God, even when he
is silent”. These three verses were found in
a wall in a concentration camp in the city of
Cologne, Germany. They teach us about the
courage and determination of the victims who
even in the darkness of those days were able to
transform death into hope, for happiness, for
love and peace. Congregation Agudas Israel
is very proud to open its spiritual home to
the Saskatoon general community and to our
brothers and sisters from different religious
denominations and cultures, to commemorate
and experience with us the most deep and
intense day of memory and reflection in the
Jewish calendar. We remember the Shoah and
all its victims honouring the 6 million Jews
murdered by the Nazis. We pay tribute to the
survivors whose testimony give us inspiration

and hope for the future, as Jews, as citizens,
as human beings
The Shoah was a unique event in the history of humanity. For the first time in history,
humanity witnessed how an entire nation and
its allies designed and implemented a plan
with the sole purpose of exterminating every
single man, woman and child of a specific eth-
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continued on page 14

Eulogy - Naomi Judith Rose
1954-2016

by Toby Rose
I’m Toby Rose, Naomi’s older sister. I
last spoke in public about Naomi a year
and a half ago, when she
and Stan celebrated their
respective 60th and 70th
birthdays. Who could have
imagined that today I would
be speaking at her funeral?
Naomi was the third of
Glady and Gerry Rose’s
children. Our late sister,
Kathy, and I were the oldest,
always known as “the big
kids”. Very excited when
Naomi was born, we ran up
and down the streets of our
neighbourhood in Saskatoon
exclaiming, “We have a new sister named
Miami”. Naomi and our brother David, the
youngest, were “the little kids”. They were
thrown together and also stuck together, and
were renowned for sticking up for each other
when they got into trouble. All four of us grew

up in Saskatoon, then followed each other to
Toronto for school and our adult lives. Naomi
was very smart, but she had some
unusual study and schoolwork
habits. She would sit all day,
staring off into space, apparently
doing nothing. When our parents
said “I thought you had an essay
to write”, she would say, “I AM
writing an essay”. Eventually,
she would sit down in front of the
typewriter and out would come an
essay, fully formed. An excellent
student, she was well on her way
to a PhD in English Literature
when she completely switched
directions and decided to get an
MBA. She worked at Bristol-Myers and
Imperial Oil and as the Executive Director of
the Miles Nadal Jewish Community Centre,
Vice-President of Strategic Communications
at Women’s College Hospital, as a Director
at the Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation.

When she died, she was the Director of the
Strategic Planning and Integrated Marketing
Branch of the Ontario Ministry of Health
and Long-Term Care where she was highly
respected as a leader, mentor and colleague.
I should mention her job as publisher of
TV Guide, which had the most interesting
employee benefit of all. Her boss suggested
that she meet a friend of his, a fellow South
African expatriate. I admit that I thought it
was a terrible idea, and told her, “Sounds
like a perfect way to ruin your professional
life and personal life at the same time”. I
was wrong -- that blind date turned out to be
Stan. My nephew Mark likes to tell a story
about the two of them being caught making
out in the Coopers’ driveway while Naomi
was supposed to be babysitting with Mark.
We welcomed Stan into our family, and he
welcomed us into his. We often referred
to them as “Naomistan”, a much friendlier
and more peaceful union than many of the
continued on page 15

The Jerusalem Foundation Visits Saskatoon

by Nomi Yeshua, Directo, Canada Desk, The Jerusalem Foundation

preserving its past and laying the groundwork Saskatoon as the city welcomes large numbers
for a dynamic future.
of immigrants and refugees.
Thanks to the Jerusalem Foundation
During the one day visit, the Jerusalem
Canada board member elect, Heather Fenyes, Foundation representatives were able to meet
who arranged a meeting with the Saskatch- members of the Saskatoon community and
ewan Human Rights Commission, it became share some of the challenges facing Jerusaquickly apparent that some of the challenges lem. The Jerusalem Foundation creates opporfacing these two cities
tunities for all of
Adit, Heather and Yoni
could be a basis for
Jerusalem’s popcooperation and an opulation groups in
Recently the Jerusalem Foundation had portunity to learn from
the fields of Ecoa wonderful opportunity to visit Saskatoon each other.
nomic Growth,
and both myself, Nomi Yeshua, Director
The team at the HuEducation, Vulof the Foundation’s Canada Desk, and Dr. man Rights Commisnerable PopulaAdit Dayan, Jerusalem Foundation’s Com- sion was very intertions, Dialogue
munity and Social Welfare coordinator, were ested to learn about the
and Shared Livoverwhelmed by the amazing parallels they comprehensive cultural
ing, Arts and Culdiscovered between life in Jerusalem and the competency programs
ture and Heritage
beautiful Saskatchewan city.
developed by the JePreservation.
The Jerusalem Foundation was established rusalem Foundation, Springboard program
Dr. Dayan de50 years ago by former Mayor Teddy Kollek including: Language
scribed Project
and has invested more than a billion dollars in training for translators/interpreters; Sensitiv- Springboard, a ground-breaking Jerusalem
Jerusalem, supporting over 4,000 initiatives ity training on cultural issues that can hamper Foundation program for the city’s vulnerable
with cooperation from friends around the proper service provision and cultural adapta- populations. Project Springboard breaks the
world. The Foundation builds philanthropic tions to make service provision more effective cycle of poverty in Jerusalem’s poorest neighpartnerships and works with the Jerusalem and easier in health care, welfare, police, and borhoods through extended school days with
Municipality and the city’s major organiza- higher education. Dr. Dayan demonstrated expanded curriculums, after school enrichtions to create a flourishing city as a source how these programs can be used to help immi- ment for high-performing students in sports,
continued on page 15
of inspiration for its people and the world, grant communities, a topic of deep interest to
This page is sponsored by Naomi Rose z’l and Stan Sinai of Toronto.
This page is sponsored by the Saskatchewan Jewish Council
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Hadassah-WIZO News

CHW is Canada’s leading Jewish women’s philanthropic organization. Founded in 1917,
CHW is non-political, volunteer driven and funds a multitude of programs and projects
for Children, Healthcare and Women in Israel and Canada.
by Linda Shaw
This Bulletin is coming out May 1st - right
in the middle of lots of Saskatoon HadassahWIZO activity. Spring is the busiest season
for our chapter but unfortunately I don’t really
have much to report on. We held our annual
Pesach Tea at Leila and Steven Goluboff’s
home on April 24th and
the Silver Spoon Dinner
is coming May 9th but neither project has happened
as I write this article.
Our annual campaign
has already been launched
by National with a letter
campaign but it won’t be
official until we hold our
local launch. That’s going
to be an exciting time because the two top women
in the CHW organization ClaudiaGoldman
are coming to Saskatoon to motivate us: the
National President, Claudia Goldman, and the
Editorial...

National Executive Director, Alina Ianson.
I want to
invite all of
you (women and men)
to my house
to meet with
them on
T h u r s d a y,
May 19th at
6:00 p.m..
We’ll show
them our
Alina Ianson
Saskatoon
hospitality
in a friendly, low-key way.... a veggie barbeque. We’ll keep the costs
low (just $10 per person), so that
you’ll want to increase your Annual
Campaign donations. Your donations to the Annual Campaign make
a world of difference for those in CHW’s
care. For almost 100 years, the organization

has continued to ensure that immediate needs
are met for children, patients, and women at
CHW projects. Thank you for your generous
support and caring.
PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY TO
THIS YEAR’S CHW ANNUAL CAMPAIGN - on-line at www.chw.ca/donate. To
make a gift by phone: call 1-866-937-9431. To
make a gift by mail: send your cheque payable
to Canadian Hadassah-WIZO, to 1310 Greene
Avenue, Suite 900, Montreal, QC H3Z 2B8.
If you are reading this at the beginning of
May, there is still time to buy tickets for the
Silver Spoon Dinner, ladies, and to donate
prizes or to volunteer. Call me - Linda @
(306)374-7720. It’s our biggest and most
prestigious project of the year. Money raised
goes to Congregation Agudas Israel, Ronald
McDonald House, Saskatoon Interval House
and of course to Canadian Hadassah-WIZO.
Be sure to be part of it.
See all you “Friends of Canadian HadassahWIZO” at my home on May 19th.

in a Catholic Cathedral.” On the same day in
the Cathedral, our own June Avivi was honoured by the Saskatchewan Human Right’s
Commission and Think Good Do Good for
her work in Holocaust education. I would also
encourage everyone to take the time to read
another of the late Rabbi Pavey’s essays, this
time on the Jewish ethic of Behirah or Choice.
It is a rather heavy read, but well worth your
time and attention. He describes “choice as
the very essence of Judaism.” And for those
who are critics of Israel, Steve McDonald’s
insightful column claims that “Israel embodies what’s right in the world today-and it is on

this basis that we should share all that Israel
has to offer with the world around us.”
Yes we are busy, and yes we have a lot to
offer to any takers who wish to make some
sort of connection to the Jewish experience.
Maybe we have to scale back our programs.
That’s for our members to decide. Our
President is, as always, seeking input and particularly wishes involvement on committees
and on the Board of Trustees. Don’t wait to
be asked to become involved. Have a restful
summer because it all starts over in the fall.

from page 3

and Jan Gitlin continues to broaden its influence across the city and northern part of the
province. Bishop Don Bolin who spoke with
great sincerity and modesty shared the reality
of his Church’s complicity during the years of
the Holocaust and then offered his new cathedral to become the venue for 2100 students to
hear the words of our keynote speaker, Nate
Leipciger. It was followed by a march of all
the students to commemorate one of the most
tragic events in human history. In an article
in this issue, Fr. David quoted Bishop Bolen,
“an epic day in Canada, when a Holocaust
Memorial and Education day is taking place

CUELENAERE, KENDALL
KATZMAN
RICHARDS
SASKATOON'S
ARTS & CONVENTION
CENTRE

#35 22nd Street E. Saskatoon, SK
Tickets: www.tcutickets.ca

Website: www.tcuplace.com

(306) 975-7777

&

Scharfstein I Gibbings I Walen I Fisher LLP

Barristers, Solicitors and Mediators

Grant J. Scharfstein, Q.C.

B.Comm., LL.B.

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

P 306-653-2838 • F 306-652-47 47
E gscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com
200 Princeton Tower • 123 -2nd Ave. S
Saskatoon, SK S7K 7E6
www.scharfstelnlaw.com
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RANDY KATZMAN
(306) 653-5000
Fax: (306) 652-4171

5th Floor, Atrium Place, #510, 128 - 4th Avenue S.,
Saskatoon, S7K 1M8

“Adam Hevra VaTeva”
A Creative School For At-Risk Youth

by Dan and Lee Vardi

Israel is a weird same education network – Dror. The growing
country. While numbers of students in this school indicate
from the outside that they’re on to something good.
So what makes “Human, Society & Nature”
it seems like it is very stable, with a thriving economy and leading developments so different?
Let’s start with
in many areas such as
its name. Israeli
medicine and hi-tech, the
schools are usually
truth of the matter is that
named after signifithe privatization process
cant personas from
that has been in rule in
the country or city’s
Israel’s economy for over
history – David Ben
20 years is taking its toll.
Gurion, Itzhak RaRecent surveys and
bin, Golda Meir, or
polls indicate that Israel’s
the first city’s mayor
financial and economic
would usually be
differences are expandA group (class) in a field trip
honored and coming, with more families
struggling to make ends
meet, and not only Ultra-Orthodox and Arab
households, like people often think.
Another concerning and allegedly unrelated
study shows that the level of the average Israeli student is decreasing over the years. Not
surprisingly there is a correlation between students that come from economically deprived
Midterm exhibits: instead of standard
households and new-comers to Israel and their
tests the students prepare a project in
educational achievements.
each subject. Later they are “tour guides”
The explanation is simple – without proper
of the school’s exhibit, attracting a few
surroundings and nourishment it is much
hundred educators and visitors.
harder for a child to develop and succeed.
Moreover, growing up in a “bad-neighbor- memorated. The decision in naming the
hood”, with an uncertainty about the future, school differently suggests a few thing – first
not being able to get everything you want or of all, it’s not like the other schools. Second,
need easily distracts young children and puts the school’s focus is on the Human, Society
them in a position where they are always “not and Nature, and the relationships between
good enough” and chasing the rest of their them.
In their website and documents it is said
classmates, until frustration grows and they
that “The school’s main educational method
just give up.
This situation of disengaged kids, mostly is based on educational dialogue and derives
teenagers, who can’t find their place in the from Martin Buber’s pedagogy” mostly
regular public school system worsens as you suggesting that dialogue is the main method
get further away from the center of Israel. for the educational process. The method is
The lack of avariety of schools means that
parents have to spend a lot – either financially
or physically - to get their children to a school
more appropriate for them, because most
alternative schools are expensive or far away.
With that in mind, a new school was
founded in Karmiel, a city in the Israeli
Galilee. The school is called “Adam Hevra
Vateva” - “Human, Society & Nature”, with
a goal to reach youth at risk within their own
community, allowing them to make a personal
change within their native surroundings. It is
1-800-667-5353
a high-school, with students between grades
Bucket Service Available
9 and 12, almost all of them with very bad
New & Used Steel and Pipe
experience from the public school system.
President: Mark Ditlove
Close to half of the school’s population come
Saskatoon
from a boarding school affiliated with the
This page is sponsored by Leona Wasserman
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expressed by small classrooms of under 20
students, with each class having a number
of class educators, which divide the students
amongst themselves so that every student
would have an educator’s attention and care

An educator with his students

whenever he or she needs it.
Another way to guarantee a unique educational and dialogue based experience is looking at the classroom as a group, very much like
in youth movements and informal education
programs. This perspective allows leadership
to rise within the classroom, while enhancing
the social experience of being in a group,
affected by and affecting your classmates.
The class would go on its own day trips and
seminars, the student leadership in charge of
some aspects of the trip such as programing
and buying the food. These experiences put
a lot of responsibility on the kids’ shoulders
and makes them equals to their educators in
some extent.
The group also experiences with volunteer
work – some as guides for younger kids or
in various projects. This experience helps
the students learn more about themselves,
increases their leadership and responsibility
towards the Israeli society and helps them
break the cycle of their disengagement and
continued on page 11
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Israel Advocacy: The Case for a Positive Rethink

by Steve McDonald, Assistant Director of Communications - CIJA
When speaking
to Jewish audiences about advocacy,
I often refer to my
own background as
a Jewish convert in
making the point that
we sometimes have to apply a fresh perspective – and have a collective “out-of-body”
experience – to understand the reality of our
own circumstances. Sometimes we are too
close to the situation to evaluate it with clear
eyes and objectivity.
Among the many things that make me proud
of my father is the fact that, early in his career,
he chose to serve the public as a police officer.
I have heard it said that police disproportionately interact with the most challenging and
marginal elements of society, perhaps just 5%
of the public, on a regular basis. Just as one
in such a role knows their daily encounters
are not representative of broader society, we
as Jews – who understandably take notice of
antisemitism and anti-Zionism – must be cautious not to attribute these toxic manifestations
to the majority of Canadians.
I could write an entire series of columns on
how we as a community have far more allies
in the non-Jewish world than we often realize.
Instead, I’ll offer two factors internal to the
Jewish world that suggest pro-Israel advocates
should be optimistic.
1. There is far greater unity of purpose
– and welcoming of diversity – in the Jewish world than we often realize. In the past,
there was significant disagreement between
Jews on the best means to secure the future
of the Jewish people in an often hostile world.
The community was split along various lines:
between Zionists and non-Zionists, assimilationists and Orthodox Jews, socialists and
capitalists.
Today, post-Shoah and post-1948, the
overwhelming majority of Jews are Zionists

in that they believe the State of Israel should
exist and thrive as a democratic Jewish homeland. Among Zionists there is extraordinary
diversity: we are Labour and Likud, religious
and secular, social activist and academic alike.
There is ceaseless debate over how Israeli
policies can best secure the ideals of Zionism
and how Diaspora Jews can engage Israel
in a meaningful way. This is all healthy. We
wouldn’t be Jews if we didn’t subject these
issues to serious thought and debate.
But this occurs within a strong consensus
that Israel’s existence is fundamentally just,
a blessing to the Jewish people and the entire
world, and ultimately the centrepiece of our
collective future just as it is our ancestral
homeland. These aren’t just clichés; they
are ideals brought to life every time a young
Jewish Canadian boards a plane for Birthright,
challenges anti-Zionism on Facebook, downloads the latest Israeli music, or volunteers
for the IDF.
2. Despite facing serious challenges, Israelis are far more successful, happy, and
optimistic than we often realize.
While Israelis have suffered in every
generation from war and terrorism, none of
this detracts from the fact that the IDF has
proven its capacity to provide Israelis with
secure borders and an astonishingly high level
of public safety. This is no mean feat in the
Middle East, let alone for a country smaller
than Vancouver Island.
At the same time, Israel has seen remarkable economic and technological success.
From 1992 to 2013, Israel-China trade
skyrocketed from $50 Million to $10 Billion annually. Israeli exports to Europe have
nearly doubled since the boycott-divestmentsanctions movement was launched in 2005.
Trade with emerging markets like India has
likewise spiked. Outside Silicon Valley, Israel
now has the highest concentration of high-tech
firms on the planet.

Success at a macroeconomic level does
not mean there aren’t serious challenges.
The cost-of-living, for example, continues to
be a burden for many Israelis. But with each
passing generation, Israel grows stronger
economically and Israelis are afforded greater
opportunities to learn, work, and engage the
world.
Israelis also enjoy a remarkably high quality
of life. Israelis have the same life expectancy
as Canadians (81) and Israel boasts a universal healthcare system that typically beats
Canada in international performance rankings.
According to the OECD’s 2015 “Better Life
Index”, which measures various social and
life factors, Israel is the fifth happiest country
in the world – ahead of Canada, the United
States, and most of Europe.
What would early Zionist thinkers like
Theodor Herzl and his contemporaries say if
they could read these statistics and walk the
streets of Jerusalem or Tel Aviv today?
How often do we forget how far we have
come as a people?
I had the honour this February of leading a
group of Canadian masters-level students on a
public policy study trip to Israel, one of many
fact-finding missions we organize (CIJA annually brings some 200 Canadians to Israel).
The students, all of whom are non-Jewish,
were amazed at the innovation, diversity, and
vitality shown by Israelis despite living in the
world’s most unstable neighbourhood. They
instantly saw what we should never lose sight
of: a country and a people from whom we can
learn so much.
Indeed, Israel embodies so much of what’s
right in the world today – and it is on this basis
that we should share all that Israel has to offer
with the world around us.
Steve McDonald is Deputy Director, Communications and Public Affairs, of the Centre
for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA)
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Israel’s Supreme Court involvement in defending the
Jewish and democratic identity of the State of Israel.
(A presentation by Rotem Malach from the World Zionist Organization)
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Congregation Agudas Israel

From The “Moral and Spiritual Values of Judaism”:
Behirah - To Choose

by Rabbi Roger V. Pavey (z”l)
The following is
another essay from
Moral and Spiritual
Values, the unpublished work of the same title
by the late Rabbi Roger Pavey.
We read in the Torah: “I appoint heaven and
earth to testify against you today that I have
placed life and death, a blessing and a curse,
before you: choose life so that you and our
descendants will live.” (Dt.30:19)
Choice is of immense significance, literally a
matter of life and death. It is also unavoidable:
refusing to choose is itself making a choice,
the option of the status quo. Choice is the
exercise of human free will, the acceptance,
by the individual and the community, of moral
responsibility and using the conscience. Choice
is the very essence of Judaism, no-one can usurp
the right, the duty to make choices. And this is
what is meant by the Hebrew word Behirah,
an abstract noun derived from the verbal root
BHR, to choose.
In fact of course, choices are rarely, if ever,
so clear-cut and simple as posited in the Bible
verse. Choice is nearly always not between
black and white, right and wrong, but between
various shades of grey, various options all of
which are wrong. We are called on to make
moral decisions between principles that are both
arguably right, arguably wrong. That is why we
agonize over the moral decisions that we make:
we know that whichever side we come down
on, we are wrong. And that is why, too, there
can be no such thing as absolute statements of
moral principle. Everything is in the flux of
the infinite possibilities of real life. We have to
accept the integrity of our own moral decision
making and the consequences that result – most
of course essentially unknown and unknowable
before they actually happen. But we do know
one thing: that our choice was impossible in that
the other possibility might actually have been
PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
FROM A QUALIFIED
FINANCIAL ADVISOR
Darrell Nordstrom, R.F.P.,
C.F.P., CLU.
•Financial Estate Planning
•Investment Management
•Charitable Bequests
Assante Wealth Management
Wealth Creation, Preservation and Management

200 - 261 1st Ave. East
Saskatoon, Sask. S7K 1X2
Bus: 665-3377 Res: 933-4123

less wrong than the one we made. At the same
time, decisions have to be made, they cannot
be avoided, regardless of the potential that we
unleash. We have to retain a sense of humility,
an awareness of our human frailty. It is all too
easy for some religious believers to avoid the
issue of choice by transferring responsibility
for making choices from their own consciences
to the more capacious shoulders of revelation,
God’s will vouchsafed to humankind and
mediated through the Bible, the Church, the
charismatic religious leader, which by definition
cannot be wrong. Simplistic moral absolutes
are very tempting. But even then, choices have
to be made. We still have to choose whether
to accept the truth claim of the revelation text
and its protagonists or not. And even granted
that initial premise, the primal will to believe
– or at least suspend disbelief – there are still
choices. There are precepts in the revelation
text, the Bible for instance, that may appear
to our human fallibility to conflict. Of course,
the guardians of the revealed truth will guide
us along the booby-trapped path, but at some
time it is the individual who must resolve the
conflict. How, for example, can we reconcile
the injunctions in the Torah to love our neighbor
as ourselves with the injunction also in Torah
to stone him to death if he happens to be gay?
How reconcile “You may not murder” with
shooting a physician who performs abortions?
In the last resort human choosing, the autonomy of the conscience, is the very basis of
ethics. How could any act be moral if it were
not chosen freely? Doing the right thing because one has no alternative impugns the moral
status of the act. A constrained conscience is an
oxymoron. If we do not accept responsibility
for what we do and the consequences of what
we do, however unforeseen or unintended, we
are not in the realm of ethics but of Pavlovian
reflexes to societal signals. Any system of ethics that is itself ethical demands choices and the
making of hard decisions that are hardly ever
straightforward. Human needs and wants are
infinite; resources to satisfy them are finite.
Hard choices must therefore be made continually. The most compassionate response to human need and suffering must always result in
some degree of triage. We decide who shall live
and who shall die, who in poverty and who in
wealth, who in suffering and who at ease. This
we cannot avoid. And to throw up our hands
in despair and refuse to join the real world and
refuse to make choices because this is so and
we have a delicate conscience is also a choice.
It is to choose voluntarily and abdicate our
humanness. For being human is precisely this:
to make decisions, to choose, and to live with

the consequences of what we choose to do. It
is conscience that makes us human.
There is a story told in the Talmud that illustrated both the necessity to choose, together
with its fundamental impossibility, and also
the acceptance of responsibility for the consequences of choice. Two men are travelling
in a desert. One has a container of water. If
one drinks, he will live with the possibility of
getting back to safety, but the other will die. If
they share the water, both will die. What should
the one with the water do? One opinion is that
they both should drink and then both die; at least
the one with the water would not be responsible
for the death of his companion. But R. Akiva
says that the one who has the container should
drink the water and live, even if his friend dies. I
would suspect that the first option is the one that
would suggest itself to most people, particularly
if they come from a Christian background, as
being an altruistic act of self-sacrifice by the
one who has the water, while the opinion of R.
Akiva would strike them as selfish. No human
being can ever judge the relative value of two
lives; that is the sole prerogative of God. We
are therefore confronting a situation in which
all choices would seem to be equally “wrong”,
someone will inevitably die. We have to find
some way to minimize the bad and maximize
the good. What grounds have we to say that
neither should live? Or that one of them is more
fitting to live than the other? We therefore have
to accept the given of the situation. One has
water and the potential to save one life, even
at the cost of the other, the other has not. To
share the water will actually maximize the bad,
for both will die. One of them will die anyway.
Applying the principle of triage, we assume
that the one with the water has the possibility
of saving either his own life or the other’s; but
it is not a matter of selfish choice so much as
the random givenness of the human situation.
For him to sacrifice himself for the other is a
quixotically childish gesture. It is an attempt
to manipulate the morality of the situation for
his own advantage: it is moral one-upmanship.
Why should he assume that his friend’s life is
more consequential than his own? Why should
he assume that his moral grandstanding is the
morally superior action?
Of course, the whole situation is absurd, a hypothetical conundrum that is totally insoluble.
But it is not thereby unreal. Like the square
root of minus one, it has a purpose. Consider,
for instance, the situation in which Jews and
others were placed in the moral chaos of the
Holocaust. Consider the real situations that
confront us in the Responsa of the time. A house
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The Jews of Cuba

by Lorna Bernbaum – Reporting for the Bulletin
Have you visited
Cuba yet? You might
be interested in the
following Jewish
history.
According to the
Jews of Cuba, the first European to enter Cuba
in 1492 was a converted Jew named Luis de
Torres. Jews came there for many reasons: to
flee inquisition, to escape mandatory military
duty and to seek financial gains. The Americans
or Americanos, came after 1898, the Turcos or
Sephardic Jews came from Turkey, and finally
the Polacos or Ashkenazi Jews came from
Europe before and just after World War II.
T h e
Photo credit: Peter Waiser
Jews had a
significant
influence on
life in Cuba.
To b e g i n
with they
introduced
the credit
system to
the country.
S e c o n d l y,
t h e y
modernized
agriculture
(cigar and sugar cane industries) while
improving business techniques in
manufacturing and retail. Thirdly, Jews
introduced the diamond trade to Cuba. Jewish
international aid organizations have helped
Jewish immigrants and refugees in Cuba since
the 1920’s.
Now, if you are planning an escape to a
warm climate, Cuba might just be the spot.
In addition to all the extraordinary sights and
hot weather, you can definitely learn about the
Jews who live there to this day. I did just that.
In February, I was part of a group of
Canadian students that signed up for the
Spanish School in Cuba. The school is in
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306.222.8466
710 - 51st Street E
centennial360.com

the 18th year and what it offers is a well
organized program consisting of morning
classes, with free time each afternoon and
optional weekend tours. Every Wednesday
there is a cultural excursion with exceptional,
knowledgable guides. Actually, while I was
there I even learned some Spanish. Amazing.
For me, visiting Beth Shalom Synagogue
and meeting Dr. Rosa Behar was special. To
think that she, with her daughter, founded a
pharmacy located in this synagogue 25 years
ago is remarkable. As a retired doctor, this
is her continuing project. Each Tuesday
and Thursday afternoon finds her there. The
supplies of drugs and other items are mainly
donated by visitors
to Cuba. Personally,
I brought her several
pairs of glasses.
Antibiotics are
accepted if under a
year old.
Seventy-five
percent of the Jewish
Community in Cuba
is Sephardic. Beth
Shalom is not. Built

Sephardic Centre of Cuba in 2012. Their
ground floor houses a gym and offices with a
hall and kitchen. This is where I met Evelio
Padron, a former Cuban Olympic champion,
working out. They also have a pharmacy and
provide services for the Jewish community.
This is where I also I met Mayra Levy, their
President, who was able to spend a few
minutes with me.
These two institutions, along with the
Orthodox Jewish Community which founded
Adath Israel Synagogue in 1925, signify the
group of Cuban Hebrews who have embraced
Cuban culture. There were five synagogues
in Havana at one time. But after the Cuban
Revolution of 1959, over 90% of the Jewish
community left, leaving around 2,500 Jews
who mainly resided in Havana. Today less
than 1,000 still remain and mostly live in
Havana.
Since the new Cuban constitution in 1992,
the revival of religious life in Cuba has
rebuilt a strong, living Jewish community.
Many organizations and people around
the world have participated in making this
happen. Donations of money and goods are
appreciated.
Dr. Mayra Levy,
the President of
Centro Hebreo
in the early 1950’s, it is
Sefaradi de Cuba,
part of the Patronato
explained that
which was designed by
Jewish mission
the prominent architect
trips have been
Aquiles Capablanca.
wonderful for the
It contains a large hall
Jews of Havana.
and kitchen, and much
People bring
more in the building
needed items to
next door. At about the
their community.
Photo credit: Peter Waiser
same time the Turcos
However, she is
founded the Centro
not excited about
Hebreo Sephardi de
the people who come to photograph and
Cuba, which is also in the Havana district of gawk at them. She finds this disdainful - and
Vedado. At this centre there is a holocaust rightly so. What is greatly appreciated is that
exhibit which was designed by the Hebrew each year a very large container of Passover
Matzah and other necessary items are shipped
form the Greater Toronto Jewish Community.
They really depend on this. Canadian Jews
can pull some strings down there, which is
interesting. Ever since my first trip to Cuba
in 1974, I was aware of this important Jewish
connection during Pesach.
On two different Shabbats, Yegal, another
student and I attended both synagogues. At
Quality Memorials approved
Beth Shalom we were given an aliyah. So
for Agudas Cemetery
special. This is the synagogue where Castro,
210B - 33rd Street East
Steven Spielberg and other famous people
Saskatoon, SK S7K 0S3
have visited. All their pictures are well
documented on the walls. During the service,
306-652-5363
a young lady stuck her head in the back door
www.remco-memorials.ca
continued on page 17
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Biography of the Month: Gertrude Berg

by Stan Schroeder

G e r t r u d e B e rg w a s
perhaps the most
successful and versatile
Jewish personality in the
era spanning
radio comedy
of the 1930s and 40s, through the
transition to TV in the 50s and
early 60s. She was born in the
Jewish Harlem section of New
York City October 3, 1899, the
only child of Jacob and Dinah
Edelstein (her name at birth was
Tillie Edelstein).
B e rg b e g a n w r i t i n g a n d
performing skits at her father’s
resort hotel in the Catskills. While attending an
extension course in playwriting at Columbia
University, she met Lewis Berg, a chemical
engineer, who was regarded as an expert in
his field as a sugar technologist. In 1918, they
were married and for a while they lived on a
sugar plantation in Louisiana. Their stay was
brief and they returned to New York City
where they had two children.
After selling several dramatic scripts to
radio, her big break came in 1929 with the
debut of her own series on NBC, The Rise of
Goldbergs (later shortened to The Goldbergs).
It was a situation comedy featuring the trials
and domestic adventures of a Jewish family
in the Bronx. The 15-minute daily show
featured Berg herself playing the inimitable

Molly Goldberg, the chatty and philosophical
mother in the fictional family. It was among
the most popular programs of the radio era,
often rivaling Amos ‘n Andy, another NBC
series, at the top of the national
ratings.
After The Goldbergs went
off the air in 1934, Berg created
a 30-minute radio drama
House of Glass about life in
the Catskills, wrote an advice
column called Mama Talks,
wrote Hollywood screen plays,
and appeared in the movie
Make a Wish. The Goldbergs
again aired from 1938 to 1945.
Berg was concerned about the growth
of Fascism in the thirties and the welfare
of European Jews. She became active in
many Jewish groups and during World
War II participated in the larger war effort.
The Goldbergs premiered on television as a
CBS sitcom in 1949. During its five-season
production run, the show would move
around the dial to NBC, Dumont, and firstrun syndication. A sentimentalized vision
of melting-pot assimilation, The Goldbergs
was “pure schmaltz,” a mythic idealization
of the American dreams and aspirations of a
lower-class Jewish family in the Bronx. The
older members of the family, including Molly,
her husband Jake, and Uncle David, all speak
with thick Yiddish accents, while Molly’s

Adam Hevra VaTeva... from page 7
disappointment from the country and become only in this case the students are the ones
more pro-active towards it.
who are responsible for the welfare of the
A third and important difference between abandoned animal.
this school and others are the subjects the
Lastly, the evaluation of the learning prostudents learn, the way they learn it and the cess is done in an alternative way – instead
way they are being evaluated.
of marks on a piece of paper,
The two main disciplines in
every educator writes his retthe school are horse-training
rospective of the student and
and dog-training. Both prothe process he or she has been
grams are unique in the area,
through. After writing it down
and provide the kids with an
there would be an educatoropportunity to learn a trade
student talk, which can someHorse training
that could help them find a job
times last for an hour. The
and achieve independence in
fact that every educator has a
the future. In addition both subjects are very smaller than usual number of students helps
“hands-on” and experimental – not just sitting make these talks meaningful. This evaluation
in the classroom learning abstract theories, is based on a theory that rules out grading
but real-life experience, working outside and students’ efforts and inspired by Janush Korseeing the thing you learn about come true.
zcsak’s pedagogy at his orphanage in Poland.
A second bonus in working with animals
The vision and methods in this school
is the therapeutic element in it. For most of come from its educators – almost all of them
the kids being attached and responsible for a part of the “Dror Israel” movement, a socialliving creature is a highly empowering experi- educational movement of young people, all
ence, especially with the dogs – most of them graduates of “Hanoar haoved” youth movestray-dogs found and now being rehabilitated, ment. The educators’ inspiration for a better,
almost a mirror image to the school’s students, more equal and right society influences the
This page is sponsored by Susanne Kaplan

children, Rosalie and Sammy sound more
like the voices heard on Ozzie and Harriet.
From June 1951 to February 1952, the
television version was forced off the air for
lack of a sponsor after Philip Loeb, the actor
then playing Molly’s husband Jake, was
alleged to have ties to the Communist Party.
Though Berg defended her co-star and refused
to fire him, Loeb resigned in an attempt to save
the show. Berg continued to pay his salary
for two years, but Loeb’s job prospects were
nonexistent and he committed suicide in 1955.
In 1950 Berg won the first-ever Emmy Award
for Lead Actress in a Comedy Series. In 1959
she won the Tony Award for Best Actress
for her performance in the Broadway play
A Majority of One. Berg’s autobiography,
Molly and Me, was published in 1961.
She wrote and performed in plays and TV
until her death on September 14, 1966.
Aviva Kempner’s wonderful documentary
movie of Gertrude Berg’s life and times,Yoo
Hoo, Mrs. Goldberg, was released in the
summer of 2009.
Editor’s Note: Stan Schroeder is the Editor of
Congregation Shir Ami’s “Shir Notes” in Los
Angeles which also won a Gold Medal for “Bulletins.” He writes biographies of famous Jews
and has offered to share them with us. This article was first published in the Shir Notes. Steven
Goluboff and Stan met each other in Jerusalem
to discuss their community Bulletins.
way the work relations in the school’s staff
look like, with the school not only a work
place but a center for change with the staff
members becoming friends and partners, not
only co-workers.
There is much more to be said about the
school, but the simple fact of the matter is that
it works in spite of its elaborate methods and
ways – as the numbers indicate. From a small
initiative in a few classrooms in the city, to a
school intended only for the boarding school
students, the school has moved twice in the
last 10 years because of its expansion and need
for a building with more classrooms; 10 years
ago it had only 7 students while today it has
120 and the numbers are expected to continue
and grow. While still maintaining numbers
that would help him keep its intimate nature,
the school and its staff keep thinking of ways
to expand, reach out, and maybe recreate this
success in various other educational programs.
For more information about the school
and other project of “Dror Israel” feel free to
contact us, or email Rotem Kaplan, the school
principal, at rotemkap@gmail.com
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Holocaust Memorial 2016
by Heather Fenyes
Once again, Congregation invited us to share his space. Student March from Catholic Cathedral
Agudas Israel can be proud The message of coexistence
of
another
tremendous
year
of
Holocaust
education
and memorial. We shared three
intense days of memory, honour
and education and close to
3000 people of all ages were
the benefactors of this effort.
A huge thank you to a very
hard working committee who
committed to the Jewish
BB President David Katzman
made this entire event possible: Memorial
people, also quoted
presenting Nate with Miklos Kanitz Award.
Rabbi Claudio, Ari Aviv, June
Leonard Cohen and
Avivi, Heather Fenyes, Sherry
Rabbi
Abraham
King, Seth Shecter, Veronica Valenzuela and was profound both in
Joshua
Heschel.
At
June Avivi receiving Holocaust
Dan and Lee Vardi. Thank you to Ron and Jan word and deeds. Packed Education Award from Judge
the conclusion of his
Gitlin whose leadership and vision is truly to capacity with students, David Arnot of the Saskatchewan
message, Nate rested his
Nate’s talk Human Right’s Commission
inspirational.
hands on Bishop Don’s
was
met
Saturday
head and bestowed the
with deafening silence, and birkat Kohanim; the priestly benediction
m o r n i n g
there were more questions Martin Buber talks about is a moment in a
s e r v i c e
to follow than time allowed. relationship where two entities come together
exemplified
Rabbi Claudio spoke and without pretence or misconceptions to create
the essence of
at the conclusion of Nate’s an elevated space in which God is present.
Shabbat and
words, and invited Bishop Don Buber calls this an “I - thou” relationship.
c o m m u n i t y.
Bolin to bring greetings. The This moment with Nate, The Bishop and
Along
with
Bishop, who offered apologies Rabbi Claudio was truly that; it transcended
honouring Nate
on behalf of the Catholic the space and created a profound moment of
and Bernice,
we recognized June Avivi’s remarkable Church for acting complicity in the atrocities pure connection. A very special honour was
continued on page 18
efforts in our Holocaust committee, celebrated
Borris Isaakov’s 80th birthday, and Marsha
Scharfstein’s 60th birthday. There was so
much community spirit and celebration mixed
among a meaningful and inspiring service by Fr. David, Holy Family Catholic Church
that it left a lingering sweetness throughout
Directly on the heels of the Church’s are anything but clean when it comes to this
the weekend.
celebration of Good Shepherd Sunday, more horrible time in history. As Bishop Bolen
Saturday night, Ron and Jan hosted a than 2,100 young children gathered in the pointed out in his address to the crowd there is
community gathering for Nate and Bernice Cathedral to hear the story of Holocaust a certain culpability on the part of the Church
Leipciger; our guests and keynote speaker. survivor Nate Leipciger. This grandfatherly for what transpired between 1933 and 1945
We shared a visit and ended the night with a figure stood among the huge crowd and shared in the lives of Europe’s Jews. While many
meaningful Havdallah service led by Rabbi the pain that he experienced in being sent to religious and ordained have been deemed
Claudio.
the Auschwitz Birkenau concentration camp: “Righteous Among the Nations” for their
Nate’s compelling survival story was his last images of his mother and sister as efforts in saving Jewish lives, we too know
poignant and powerful. He addressed close he stood on a railway platform; the tattooed that there were those within the Church who
to 500 Saskatoon community members number on his arm that replaced his name as handed Jewish people over to the Nazis.
and Saskatonians. Joel Bernbaum, Mayah his identification; the constant hunger and fear;
And so, on a seemingly ordinary Monday,
Holtslander and Ben King each gave the loss of a childhood. The deafening silence Nate Leipciger stood smiling at the front of
compelling accounts of their March of the in the whole building spoke to the intensity of our Cathedral. No fingers were pointed. No
Living experiences. They are testament to the Nate’s story. After his presentation the crowd apologies sought. Instead, a courageous man
younger voices in our community committed rose to their feet to pay tribute to a man who stood among us all as a friend and encouraged
to the future of Holocaust education and had endured and survived one of the darkest us to walk hand in hand with all humanity
tikkun-olam. Nate inspired the crowd to times in the history of the modern world. to make the world a better place. And most
improve our community and continue to The fact that this presentation occurred at our moving of his testimony were the words he
honour the memory of a lost six million. The Cathedral was huge. Members of Saskatoon’s said “I don’t speak for myself but for my
service was poignant and compelling.
Jewish community, Congregation Agudas mother and sister and the six million.”
On Monday, Nate spoke to 2100 Saskatoon Israel, proclaimed it is an epic day in Canada:
After the presentation Rabbi Claudio
and area students at the Holy Family Catholic a Holocaust Memorial and Education day Jodorkovsky stood before the people and
Cathedral. In order to accommodate that many taking place in a Roman Catholic Cathedral. stated that “God is here; God is in this place,”
students in one session, Bishop Don Bolin
You see, the hands of the Catholic Church
continued on page 13
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Theatre In The Park 2016
by Joel Bernbaum, Artistic Director, Sum Theatre
Thanks
to
the support of
Congregation
Agudas Israel and
B’nai Brith Lodge,
Theatre in the Park
is back for its 4th
season! Theatre
in the Park is
Saskatchewan’s first ever free professional
live theatre in Saskatoon public parks. This
summer the performance run will be from
July 4 - 29. Stay tuned to sumtheatre.com or
follow Sum Theatre SK on Facebook to find
out this year’s show!

In June the Sum Theatre designers and
actors will once again be using space at the
Synagogue to create the sets, costumes and
props and to rehearse the play. If you see a
stranger around the building - they might be
a theatre artist! So please introduce yourself.
We all love meeting new people, and our
artists from across Saskatchewan have really
enjoyed learning about Judaism and benefiting
from the Agudas Isreal hospitality. From June
15 - July 4th (Shabbat excluded) we will be
rehearsing in the upstairs hall. All rehearsals
are open to the public, so please drop in and
watch or join in and play!
Before the show tours around Saskatoon

-- you are
invited to join
us for the world
premiere preview
performance of
this summer ’s
professional
s h o w. B r i n g
your friends,
your blanket and
you imagination:
Sunday July 3rd @ 7pm behind the synagogue
in Raoul Wallenberg Park.
See you in the park!

Camp BB 60th Anniversary (all ages):
June 24th to June 26th, 2016
by Jerrod Henoc, Director, Camp BB Riback
For 60 years, Camp BB Riback at Pine
Lake Alberta has played such an iconic role
in the lives of so many of us — we have fond
memories of attending as campers, as staff,
sending our own children, and watching it
all grow.
There is also no doubt that Jewish summer
camp plays an integral role in strengthening
Jewish identity, and the friendships we made
at camp often last a lifetime.
For this reason, we are asking you, whether
you are past campers, past staff, or just simply
current Camp BB fans, to join us in our 60th
Anniversary Celebration which will be held
during the weekend of June 24th to 26th.
For those who went to Camp, come back
to your roots, see old friends, an relive those

magical summer days like breakfast in the
Chadar, performances in the Olam including
Israeli folk dancing, Degel at sunset, fun in
the sun at the pool and at the lake, playing
sports on the field, Shabbat & Havdallah
services, bonfires with marshmallows, plus
Camp songs both past and present.
And for those of you who didn’t attend
Camp, we invite you as well, to not only
see what Camp was all about back in the
early days, but also what new and wonderful
features it offers today. We think you’ll be
amazed at everything you see and hear!
Our weekend events run from Friday night
Where God is Found...

June 24th through to Sunday June 26th,
though you’ll have the option to attend all
weekend or just the Sunday, in which a special
honorary banquet will be held.
This promises to be a great, fun-filled,
memorable weekend and we hope you can
join us!
Please see the registration form and a
tentative schedule of events on our website at:
http://www.campbb.com/60th-anniversaryweekend/
See you in June!
B’shalom,

from page 12

and Bishop Bolen remarked that “this is one of
the most important days in the history of this
Cathedral.” Truly, it was an epic day. We stood
arm and arm with our Jewish brothers and
sisters, joined in a solidarity beyond words,
sharing the brutality of the Holocaust story,
and pledging that we would work together so
that the world would never have to experience
such a tragedy again.
Amidst the spoken words and testimony
there was an even greater voice, a voice of
a simple gestures. When our Bishop had
finished addressing the people and began
walking back to his chair he was stopped
by Nate. With the greatest smile on his face
Nate hugged and kissed the Bishop and then
spontaneously put his hands on the Bishop’s
head and gave him his blessing. Standing
at the back of the worship space I was
overwhelmed by the magnitude of what I was
experiencing. And then, almost as if scripted,
one of the women from Congregation Agudas
Israel touched my arm and smiled: a smile that

was caring, forgiving and understanding. She
knew exactly what I was thinking and feeling.
On that day a new era of Catholic and
Jewish dialogue began in this city. Freed
from burdens that often times separated us
from each other a new journey was initiated
as Nate, our Bishop and Rabbi Claudio led the
whole crowd around the building in a March
for Life. Thank you Nate. Thank you Rabbi
Claudio and the Congregation Agudas Israel.
Thank you Bishop Bolen.
And as the crowd dispersed from the
Church I glanced inside at the empty space.
Never before had the colours from the stained
glass windows danced with such intensity
and joy. Never before had I experienced so
profoundly that “God was in this space.”
Hine(y) ma tov u’ma-nayim Shevet ach-im
gam ya-chad (Behold how good and how
pleasing if people could sit together in unity.)
Psalm 133 and popular Jewish hymn.

This page is sponsored by Jeffrey and Sherril Stein.
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B’nai Brith Update

by David Katzman, President of B’nai Brith Lodge 739 and Chairman of Silver Plate Dinner
At our last, very well attended meeting,
there were several important decisions;
Camp BB – Jerrod Hennoch, the camp director, was on hand to brief us about funding
issues for campers and how other communities have responded. As a result, the Lodge
has chosen to provide assistance of up to
50% of the registration fee for any number of
years to any camper but the Lodge has a total
limit of $15000 this year. Potential campers
should email the BB president (dl.katzman@
sasktel.net) to confirm that there sufficient
funds in camp allotment before sending in
their registration to camp. It should be shared
with recipients that B’nai Brith needs families
that are receiving this financial support to be
active in the Jewish community.
Camp FyreFly: It was decided to provide a
significant grant to support this camp for approximately 50 youth, typically teenagers who
Divrei Harav...

identify as sexual and gender minority youth
(gay, lesbian, bi-sexual and transgender).
2016 Maccabi Canada Hockey: it was
decided to provide support to the young men
from Saskatoon who are playing in the tournament. If you are interested, please contact
Steven Simpson for details.
Natan Sharansky: Significant funds were
committed to assist in bring well-known Israeli social activist, politician and now head of
the Jewish Agency, to Saskatoon for the Sept.
29 – Oct. 1 Sallows Human Right Conference,
a project led by Professor Paul Finkelman. It
is expected that Natan will agree to have some
sort of activity at our Centre.
MultiFaith Visual Art Project: BB will
continue to provide support to this provincial
organization that organizes a high school art
contest. Fifteen pieces of art are chosen from
all the submissions to go on tour to various

public and religious
spaces.
BB Dinner: Tuesday,
Nov.8; we appreciate
every single ticket sold,
so contact Arnie Shaw
and he would pleased
to provide you with tickets when you provide
him with a cheque!
Our next meeting has the pastrami on rye
and coke provided on Monday, Sept. 12 at
6:00 at CAI. All Jewish men, and men with
Jewish partners are invited to attend.
We do want to express our very best wishes
to Joe, Karen, Katie Dawson who have somehow chosen to leave the fresh, crisp air of
Saskatchewan to live in the desert. The B’nai
Brith will miss the great work done by Joe.

ficial and inappropriate comparisons. We have
unfortunately become accustomed to hearing
from regular people, important leaders and
politicians, who invoke Auschwitz and Hitler
as metaphors in discussion about controversial
subjects. But analogizing the Holocaust not
only makes light of it, it also contributes to its
denial. It distorts history, insults the survivors
and desecrates the memory of the victims.
Holocaust deniers and anti-Semites claim
that the camps were a fabrication and the
numbers of victims were inflated. But while
they attempt to rewrite history, sometimes to
escape blame or to point the fingers at others,
we are here today in this Yom Hashoah to hear
a real testimony, to reaffirm the importance of
memory, of learning the lessons of the past
and to say Never Again.
In just a few days Jews will be celebrating
Passover, the festival when we retell the story
of the Exodus. “In each and every generation”
– say our Rabbis – “a man must see himself as
if he came out of Egypt”. We are commanded
to teach our children that history must not
only be studied, but experienced, as if we
were there. That’s what memory is all about:
We remember to learn, so we can transform
and repair. And it is through real personal
testimonies that the Shoah can be learnt and
hopefully it can stay in our hearts forever, as
a real and life-changing experience.
We are honoured to welcome Nate and
Bernice Leipciger to our Congregation. Nate
is a man who endured multiple concentrations
camps and Ghettos, and more horrors than
anyone could imagine. Nate not only survived
the Holocaust, he was able to also transform

his difficult experiences into a blessing for
humanity. He has spoken to thousands of
people and made education an essential part
of his life. He feels that teaching students the
lessons of the Shoah gives him strength to
continue living. He is engaging, and his message is powerful and always positive.
We have the enormous privilege of listening
to his testimony. We will become witnesses of
his life experience, with the responsibility of
teaching it to our children and the generations
to come. It’s in our hands, to ensure it never
happens again.
Let the favour of the Lord our God be upon
us, and establish the work of our hands for us.
Establish, God, the work of our hands. Amen.

from page 4

nic or faith group . The assassination of Jews
by the Nazis had no political or economic
justification. It wasn’t a means to any end, it
was an end it itself. The murder of Jews was
not part of the Nazis’ military goals although
it became for them as important as the war.
Hitler and the Nazis were obsessed with the
Jews to the point of investing millions in their
Final Solution, with the goal of exterminating
all Jews in Europe.
A large scale economy of murder was developed, with thousands of business owners,
employees, professionals, technicians and
scientists providing knowledge, materials and
technology in order to create and maintain an
efficient system of death. A new dimension of
the human nature was revealed, probably the
worst. The philosopher Hannah Arendt called
it “The banality of evil”. The people who
carried out the Final Solution were primarily
average citizens, ordinary people, not perverts
or sadists, – fathers, grandfathers, believers,
living in a country that was considered by
many as the model of a “civilized society”.
People who could work all day in concentration camps and then go home, walk the dog,
read Schiller and Goethe, while listening to
Beethoven. That’s the reason why, when we
talk about the Holocaust, Jews prefer to use
the term “Shoah”. It means “The Calamity”
and we believe it better reflects the uniqueness
of this tragic event in the history of humanity.
Preserving that uniqueness, the magnitude of
the tragedy not only in numbers but also in its
horrific characteristics, is essential to prevent
its repetition.
The Shoah must not be trivialized by super-

C H A R T E R E D A C C O U N T A NTS
Keith Thomson
Brian Turnquist
Michael Gorniak
Rodney Trayhorne
Amberly Chabot
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Buenos Aires and The World Jewish Congress
Dulce-de-Leche

by Heather Fenyes
Recently, I had the
honour and privilege
to travel to Buenos
Aires Argentina as a
delegate of World Jewish Congress. CIJA;
the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs,
invited me along with 13 other delegates to
attend and participate in the conversations
and decisions held at the congress. WJC
represents 100 countries around the world;
more than sixty attended this event.
The conference itself was interesting
and parts were particularly compelling and
poignant. There were memorials for Amia
and the Israeli embassy bombing of Buenos
Aries. Both horrific acts of terror that, to this
day, have been unsolved. So many lives lost
while a corrupt government made no genuine
attempt to identify those responsible. Now,
with a very newly elected government that
appears to be honest and transparent, there
Center of the world sculpture
in Sharp Square TK Park

Naomi Rose...

is a promise of answers and consequences;
a huge relief to the families who will always
suffer these staggering losses.
The business of the meeting was sometimes
compelling, sometimes less so.There were
motions and decisions, action promises and
learning opportunities.
We enjoyed our days of visiting Buenos
Aires and marvelled at the sights, tastes and
experiences. I still taste the dulce-de-leche
ice-cream, and smile over the wonderful
visits we had with Cantor Fabian Singermann
and his beautiful family. It added such a
special element to have a family experience
so far from home.
For Leslie and I (he joined me as a “guest”
to the conference) the highlight of the
experience were the young adult delegates in
our group. This year, CIJA decided to send
an envoy of 11 young adults leaders from
across the country. This impressive national

group, approximately thirty- five strong
across the country with representation in
Saskatoon, were offered on a first-come-firstaccepted basis to be part of the experience.
Individually and collectively they were a
remarkable, inspiring and promising cohort.
Engaged in a broad diversity of careers and
living from coast to coast these people gave
me a powerful sense of promise for the future
Jewish community. Their commitment to
our issues, social justice values, political
engagement across the spectrum and Israel
passion was energizing and encouraging
and by far the highlight of my experience.
Leslie and I were the “parents” of the group;
and our children made us proud! I add this
interesting and memorial experience to my
great layers of Jewish engagement, and
am forever thankful for having had the
opportunity.

Jerusalem Foundation Visits Saskatoon... from page 5
robotics, electronics, music, art and dance, by the warm reception we received and
and vocational training and mentorship for enjoyed getting to know the city. We are alyouth at risk, including training as preschool ready looking forward to our next visit. The
assistants, computer technicians, cooking/ Jerusalem Foundation Canada is a registered
catering professionals, and DJs and sound Canadian charity that supports projects of the
engineers. The program serves 1,000 children Jerusalem Foundation to improve the lives
of all Jerusalem residents and to positively
and teens from a variety of backgrounds
Dr. Dayan and myself were overwhelmed impact the city’s future.

from page 5

other “Stans” in the world. Naomi and Stan
were married for almost 18 years. She was a
loving stepmother and grandmother to Joanne,
James, Owen and Liam, Hayley and Jeffrey,
and Adam, Vered, Yalli and Mieloh. Joanne,
we are all so grateful to you for being with
Naomi during her last hours. Naomi and Stan
were always wonderfully supportive of each
other, celebrating each other’s triumphs and
sustaining each other during difficult times.
I have to talk about her role as the muchloved and loving Auntie Naomi as well. She
was ever-present, providing sleepovers and
baking cookies with toddlers, and outings to
The Nutcracker and movies with older kids.
Stan’s kids, and all her nieces and nephews
walked down the aisle at their wedding. As
the kids matured, she offered helpful career
advice and employment recommendations.
And she celebrated with delight when the
younger generation started to find their own

love matches. If you were ever in their condo,
you know that Naomi loved penguins and
collected them -- glass, ceramic, wood and
metal. Naomi brought people together around
their dining table for delicious home cooked
food and conversation. The Passover Seders
at their ever-lengthening table were legendary.
And she accommodated everyone’s dietary
needs, apparently effortlessly, although this
task did sometimes require a spreadsheet.
She also had varied interests that included
literature, Israel, the opera and travel. The trips
that she and Stan took to British Columbia,
Israel, Italy , France and South Africa, where
she saw live penguins, were highlights. They
made a point of visiting aunties and cousins
and friends, and attending their simchas
and sad observances. Sadly, they had to
come home early from their trip last year to
Great Britain when she was unwell. I should
mention that exercise was not a particular

enthusiasm, though Stan did encourage her to
go for a walk from time to time. So what was
Naomi like? Some adjectives include sensitive
and sensible. Upbeat. Focused but inclusive.
She was hardworking and loved to work.
She was an expert communicator, and that
made working as a leader who communicated
messages about our healthcare system her
dream job. When you lose a sibling, of course
it changes the future. But it also changes the
past in a way, because there is one fewer
person who remembers the small and large
events of your shared life. Naomi had a
fantastic memory for the details -- who was
there and where things happened and what
we did, and saw, and wore and thought and
felt. So now we are only three -- my mother,
my brother, and me, but with Stan and all of
you, and all the people Naomi loved and who
loved her, it is a huge group. We will all miss
her so much.
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Rabbi Pavey... from page 9
is being searched by the Nazis. Somewhere in
the house a group of Jews is hiding, frightened
and desperately silent. Suddenly, a baby with
them begins to cry. In the necessity of hushing
it so as not to betray their position, one of the
group puts a hand over the baby’s mouth. Later
they find that as a result, the baby died. What
should they have done? Who, if anyone, bears
responsibility for the act? It is all well and good
for theorists to make nice ethical distinctions in
a classroom, but in real life, what do we actually
do when confronted by impossible choices with
imponderable consequences, and the need to
choose without adequate information or reflection and knowing also that the consequences
involve sacrifice and pain whatever we decide?
The purpose of our religious traditions is not
to make moral decisions for us. It could not
be so, for then we should not be autonomous
human beings who, at our best, can be partners
of God. Their purpose is to equip us with the
means to make our own decisions, the shortterm courage to do it, and the long-term courage to live with what we have done. Religious
tradition sensitizes the human conscience, and
by telling stories and putting forward moral
principles gives us guidelines, so that, under the
pressure of making decisions on the ground, we
at least know what to take account of, what is
important and what is not, and how to weight
the possibilities, and then how to live with the
choices that we cannot avoid making, right,
or, usually, wrong. At least we have to try to
impose moral order on chaos. Life is an unending battle against intractable entropy. Behirah,
choosing, is a clear focal point of Judaism.
Without choice and without responsibility for
choice, there is no Judaism, indeed no morality
at all. Jewish tradition cannot dictate answers.
Life is too untidy, the possibilities too many,
to fit neatly into a text book of ethics. Though
it is true that the search for analogies and case
histories may give us a breathing space to avoid
too precipitate a response! But the religious
tradition enables the conscience to grow and
to exercise itself and become strong, so that
choices will be made, however harsh, however
painful, and their consequences will be lived
with and through, however reluctantly, however
regretfully.
But there is another aspect of choice that
we must deal with. On one proposition about
Jews both Jews and non-Jews have historically
agreed: that Jews are a chosen people. That

from

ISRAEL

Jewish chosenness by God can be seen as a
positive, an option for Jews to serve humanity;
or it can be seen as a negative, a claim for a
special status for Jews vis a vis all other human
beings. Whether interpreted as a sign of difference for blessing, or as a sign of hierarchical
superiority and arrogance, there is agreement
on the chosenness of Jews. On the one hand,
“How odd of God to choose the Jews”, on the
other, not at all, for “the Jews chose God.”
The Prayer Book formulates the chosenness
of the Jewish people clearly in the blessing that
is to be chanted by someone who is “called up”
to take part in the reading of the Torah in the
Service. “Barukh atah Adonai eleohenu melekh
ha olam asher bahar banu mi kil ha amim ve
natan lanu et Torato. Barukh atah Adonai noten
ha Torah.” “Praised are You, Adonia our God,
Who has chosen us above all peoples and given
us Torah. Praised are You who gives Torah.”
This is firmly based in the Biblical text. For the
authors of the Torah, it is clear that God chose
Israel as His people and He was to be their God.
This is one obvious meaning of the Covenant,
a very significant theological conceptual glue
in the understanding of the Hebrew Bible. In
reward for Israel’s loyalty, God would bless
the people, so showing them divine favour at
its most partial. Israel is clearly to be God’s
beloved.
Now it is one thing to reply to the jibes
of the anti-Semite by showing where in his
malevolence he has misunderstood Judaism.
It is quite another deliberately to give the antiSemite ammunition to fire. In practical terms
it is all but impossible to explain chosenness
in a non-hierarchical way as not being a claim
to superiority, despite the clear meaning of the
words used, but really a humble commitment
to human service. And is not that claim just
as offensive in its sanitized form as it was
before? It is just as condescending to nonJews for Jews to claim that they are chosen
for service, not for privilege, for the claim still
implies a higher moral and spiritual status for
Jews. Jews, though not actually superior to all
others in the field of religion, have a moral and
spiritual mission to lead the world to a higher
religious and moral plane. The claim to being
chosen to serve is in its way as offensive as
a straightforward claim that God really likes
Jews better than non-Jews. Taking account of
the facts of Jewish history, God has a strange
way of showing this special divine love! It is

Premium kosher table wines
available at Saskatoon Co-op
Wines & Spirits, Blairmore Centre.
Find a wide selection of Galil
Mountain and Teperberg wines
from Israel at attractive prices.

irritatingly patronizing and displays a spiritual
Uriah-Heepism.
Mordechai Kaplan dropped all claims, covert
or overt, to Jewish chosenness in his Prayer
Books for the Reconstructionist movement. I
agree. I find all hierarchical claims to superiority to be embarrassing theologically and a moral
disaster. The more we learn about the history
of human spiritual development, including the
background out of which the Bible evolved, any
idea that any one religion is somehow superior
to any other becomes less and less defensible.
Judaism is different from other religions; it has
satisfied human spiritual and moral needs over
the ages and has been proved in the crucible
of time; it has given insights of great value to
the human religious quest. It has a truth that
validates its continuance into the future. But
superior it is not. We can and must surely be
able to accept human differences as valuable
and beautiful, conferring ultimate blessing,
without hierarchicalizing those differences into
a ladder of superior/inferior. Human beings
are right to rejoice in their particularity, to take
pride in their specific identity, none of us needs
to apologize for what we are. But any idea of
racial, ethnic, religious, moral, intellectual, cultural or any other sort of superiority inherent in
any one group as opposed to any other group is
totally repugnant. Unfortunately, the difference
between a healthy pride in identity and a tribal
claim to exclusive superiority is very small. We
need human particularity, but we do not need
human superiority. The walls that we put up
between us must be permeable and moveable,
and not fixed and battlemented and moated.
Every group of human beings at all times and
places has regarded itself as uniquely gifted, and
all outsiders as not only different, but, by virtue
of that difference, somehow morally, spiritually, even perhaps physically, inferior. Such
ridiculous pretensions could seem merely silly
were it not for the immense harm that they have
done, the enormous pain that we have inflicted
on each other in their name. Too many have
been sacrificed to the moloch of tribalism to
make human history anything other than an
ongoing tragedy. It is high time to drop such
nonsense from our vocabulary, our prayers and
our psyche.
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As my father planted
for me before I was
born,
So do I plant for
those who will come
after me.

from the Talmud

Your contribution,
sent to:
Saskatoon Jewish
Foundation
Congregation Agudas
Israel,
715 McKinnon Avenue,
Saskatoon S7H 2G2 will
be gratefully received
and faithfully applied.

The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:

TO

GREETING

Glady Rose
Glady Rose
Glady Rose
Stan Sinai
Glady Rose
Glady Rose
Glady Rose & Family
Glady Rose
Stan Sinai
Toby Rose & Family
David Rose & Family
Glady Rose
Glady Rose
Glady Rose

In memory of Naomi Rose
In memory of Naomi Rose
In memory of Naomi Rose
In memory of Naomi Rose
In memory of Naomi Rose
In memory of Naomi Rose
In memory of Naomi Rose
In memory of Naomi Rose
In memory of Naomi Rose
In memory of Naomi Rose
In memory of Naomi Rose
In memory of Naomi Rose
In memory of Naomi Rose
In memory of Naomi Rose

GLADYS & GERRY ROSE FUND

Millia Shiffman
Larry Vickar & Family
Eve Vickar & Family
Karen, Sherwin & Brent Vickar
Glady Rose
Marsha Scharfstein
June Avivi

Marsha Scharfstein
Marsha Scharfstein

FROM		

ELAINE & SHERWOOD SHARFE CANTORIAL FUND
In honour of your Bat Mitzvah
In memory of your father, Norman Vickar
In memory of Harry Vickar
In memory of your father, Isaac Vickar

Matt Ditlove
Ron & Jan Gitlin
Ron & Jan Gitlin
Ron & Jan Gitlin

AVIVI YOUNG SHLICHIM FUND

In memory of Naomi Rose
June Avivi
In honour of your 60th birthday
June Avivi
In honour of receiving the Holocaust Education
Award
Steven and Leila Goluboff

MARSHA & GRANT SCHARFSTEIN CHILDREN’S SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In honour of your 60th birthday
In honour of your 60th birthday

Lesley-Ann Crone & Alan Rosenberg
Leila & Steven Goluboff

CLARA GOLUMBIA FUND

Glady Rose

Susan & David Katzman
Anna Feldman
Lesley-Ann Crone & Alan Rosenberg
Lesley-Ann Crone & Alan Rosenberg
Kayla Hock
The Bernbaum Family
Sherry & Cam King, Dov & Joan Laimon
The Goluboff Family
The Goluboff Family
The Goluboff Family
The Goluboff Family
Colleen & Joe Golumbia
Rhoda & Albert Broudy
Dov & Etty Harris

In memory of Naomi Rose

Claire Golumbia

The Jews of Cuba... from page 10
and took a photo. This really upset the leader
of the service, who ranted at her for about
five minutes.
At the sephardic synagogue, Yegal’s friend
Marty was given an aliyah because he is a
Kohen. Here we stayed for the sit down
Shabbat meal, which was delicious. Neither
synagogue has a full time rabbi.
But there is a special warmth at both of
these synagogues. To have experienced this
was truly exceptional. They were very kind
and welcoming to us. I can still taste that
delicious kosher chicken.
Both of these synagogues are egalitarian, no
separate seating or mechitzahs. Women were
on the bemah and part of the leaders of prayers
and blessings. Really spectacular when you
think of their Conservative ancestry. The
voices of women and men together, singing
the prayers on those two Shabbats made my
heart swing. I even recognized some of the
melodies that we also had used in Saskatoon.
Although they visit regularly, during Jewish
holidays, Chabad is not accepted by Beth
Shalom, the largest synagogue in Havana. This
is because of the difference in interpretation
of halachah or Jewish law, specifically over
the question of who should be considered
Jewish. Since 1992 when freedom of religion

offered all to practice, hundreds of Cubans
have converted under visiting Conservative
rabbis. Orthodox movements, including
Chabad, do not recognize these conversions.
Nor do they convert Jews in Cuba. There
is also some question relating to the use of
tourist visas by Chabad emissaries to gain
entry to Cuba. The preferred option would
have been to obtain proper documentation
from the country’s Office of Religious
Affairs. Perhaps they believe Cuba’s Office
of Religious Affairs would rule against them
given some of the Cuban Jewish leaders’ close
ties to their government. Three years ago,
however, Beth Shalom tried to stop Chabad
from reading the Megillah in Cuba. It took
just ONE call to Cuba and they were allowed
to read the Book of Esther. Just one phone
call. Who made the call? I do not know. Also,
I do not know where they read it, because I
am not sure that they have a building there.
Perhaps now, under the new relationship of
the Cuban Government with the United States,
Rhor will be allowed to build a synagogue or
Chabad House for Chabad in Cuba. Miracles
never cease to amaze me.
One thing sticks out in my mind. It is
what Steven Spielberg wrote in 2002 which
is framed on the wall at Beth Shalom beside

his picture. “When I see how much cultural
restoration has been performed by you and
others, it reminds me again about why I am
so proud to be a Jew.”
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Yahrtzeits
April 29/30
Allan Barsky
Goldie Filer
Sadie Goldstein
Stuart Goldstein
Liza Portnaya
Enid P. Wine
Tibor Braun
Clara Filer
Molly Grotsky
Judel Teitelbaum
Aaron Volanky

Nissan 21/22
Apr 29 (21)
May 1 (23)
May 1 (23)
May 1 (23)
May 1 (23)
May 2 (24)
May 4 (26)
May 4 (26)
May 4 (26)
May 5 (27)
May 5 (27)

May 6/7
Bertha Roe Baron
Keos Lertzman
Bernice Levitan
Jacob Morgan
Allen Ross
Mordcha J.Bernbaum
Sarah Mazer
Morris Shechtman
Jennie Shore
Isadore Baruch Aarons
William Brant
Herschel Davidner
Leonid Flikshteyn
Norbert Meth
Joe Scharfstein
Isadore Sugarman
Max Swartz
Mrs. Mani Udin
Nechamah Kaplan

Nissan 28/29
May 6 (28)
May 6 (28)
May 6 (28)
May 6 (28)
May 6 (28)
May 7 (29)
May 7 (29)
May 7 (29)
May 7 (29)
May 8 (30)
May 8 (30)
May 8 (30)
May 9 (Iyar 1)
May 9 (1)
May 9 (1)
May 9 (1)
May 9 (1)
May 9 (1)
May 11 (3)

May 13/14
Jack Bermack
Sheila Bobroff
Joseph Germek
Orville Katz
Simon Clein
Samuel Fayerman
Max Nisenholt
Rebecca Friedman
Gertrude Cyprus
Mirla Avol

Iyar 5/6
May 13 (5)
May 13 (5)
May 13 (5)
May 13 (5)
May 14 (6)
May 14 (6)
May 14 (6)
May 16 (8)
May 17 (9)
May 18 (10)

Max Sharzer
Robert Mitchell
Sam Sternberg

May 18 (10)
May 19 (11)
May 19 (11)

May 20/21
Tully Conn
Edith Koffman
Aharon Mizrahi
Minnie Rogers
Maurice Handelman
Viktor Pollak
Karen Jane Fogel
Sam Sadowsky
Sarah Adelman
Robert Gitlin
Anton Kamenicky
Hyman Segal
Maya Shnaper
Percy Stollar
Helen Singer
Clara Golumbia
Lewis Horwitz
Sidney Panar
L. Strayer
Marion Vickar

Iyar 12/13
May 20 (12)
May 20 (12)
May 20 (12)
May 20 (12)
May 21 (13)
May 21 (13)
May 23 (15)
May 23 (15)
May 24 (16)
May 24 (16)
May 24 (16)
May 24 (16)
May 24 (16)
May 24 (16)
May 25 (17)
May 26 (18)
May 26 (18)
May 26 (18)
May 26 (18)
May 26 (18)

May 27/28
Michael Davidner
Joseph Winestock
Minnie Katz Schell
William Laimon
Anthony Burtnick
Tillie Scharfstein
Feiga Shendelzon
Lena Sugarman
Sam Davidner
Benjamin Ollman
Sadie Smith
Solomon Dragushan
Herman Green
Mildred Berlow
Cherna Friedman
Leah Gladstone
Sam Hock
David Rabinovitch
Edith Roth
Sylvia Sandbrand
Esther Solsberg

Iyar 19/20
May 27 (19)
May 27 (19)
May 28 (20)
May 28 (20)
May 29 (21)
May 29 (21)
May 29 (21)
May 29 (21)
May 30 (22)
May 30 (22)
May 30 (22)
May 31 (23)
May 31 (23)
June 1 (24)
June 1 (24)
June 1 (24)
June 1 (24)
June 1 (24)
June 1 (24)
June 1 (24)
June 2 (25)

Holocaust Memorial 2016... from page 13
bestowed at the Monday morning event. The
Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission,
in partnership with Think Good. Do Good.
thanked and recognized June Avivi for 35
years as a passionate educator; both in our
Hebrew School and within the Holocaust
Committee. June’s commitment to improving
our community in the areas of education,
disabilities services and volunteerism

from

ISRAEL

June 3/4
Fred Mendel
Rachel Muscovitch
Ruth Shear
Eliezer Goodman
Broche Minovitz
Fanny Rapaport
Ethel Spector
Frank Gertler
Jack H. Litman
Jack Kaslow
William Kutz
Bernard Sharzer
Abraham Bruser
Rita Epstein
Jacob Mazer
Arthur Rose

Iyar 26/27
June 3 (26)
June 3 (26)
June 3 (26)
June 4 (27)
June 5 (28)
June 5 (28)
June 5 (28)
June 6 (29)
June 6 (29)
June 7 (Sivan 1)
June 7 (1)
June 1 (1)
June 9 (3)
June 9 (3)
June 9 (3)
June 9 (3)

June 10/11
Abram Hoffer
Ben Tartar
Albert Epstein
Joe Katzman
Anita Lefebvre
Bernard Lehrer
Harry Cohen
William Grobman
Ruth Gonor
Libba Korber
Libba Korbin
Rose Litman
Rose Manolson
Paul Swartz
Goldie Brounstein
Semyon Furman
Lloyd Hock

Sivan 4/5
June 10 (4)
June 10 (4)
June 11 (5)
June 11 (5)
June 11 (5)
June 11 (5)
June 12 (6)
June 12 (6)
June 14 (8)
June 14 (8)
June 14 (8)
June 14 (8)
June 14 (8)
June 14 (8)
June 15 (9)
June 15 (9)
June 16 (10)

June 17/18
Ida Domey
Samuel Golumbia
Florence Russell
Sophie Cornfield
Abraham Prober
Clare Richman
Bessie Golumbia
Rose Levinton
Nettie Steiger
Harry Hillman

Sivan 11/12
June 17 (11)
June 18 (12)
June 18 (12)
June 19 (13)
June 19 (13)
June 19 (13)
June 20 (14)
June 20 (14)
June 20 (14)
June 21 (15)

are exemplary and the recognition was
meaningful and important.
Following the talk at the Cathedral,
2100students Marched in honour of Nate. He,
Rabbi Claudio and Bishop Don led the way
as the mass marched in memory, and for the
change we need to be to create the community
envisioned in Nate’s address. Walking
together “into the change” symmetrically put
Premium kosher table wines
available at Saskatoon Co-op
Wines & Spirits, Blairmore Centre.
Find a wide selection of Galil
Mountain and Teperberg wines
from Israel at attractive prices.

Imported by International Cellars Inc.Vancouver, BC

Samuel Schacter
Seda Margolis
Bathsheba Baron
Marlene Ditlove
Jack Mallin
Amelia Sandbrand

June 24/25
Sivan 18/19
Selma Green
June 24 (18)
Clarice Buckwold
June 25 (19)
Sonia Churchill
June 25 (19)
Sam Landa
June 25 (19)
Lottie Levitt
June 25 (19)
Bertha Adler
June 26 (20)
Bessie Gladstone
June 26 (20)
Bessie Ames
June 27 (21)
Frances Bernbaum
June 27 (21)
Anna Lehrer
June 27 (21)
Sophie Drabinsky
June 28 (22)
Sheila Krolik
June 28 (22)
Myron Melamede
June 28 (22)
Bert Gladstone
June 29 (23)
Clarice Schwartz
June 29 (23)
Jacob Claman
June 30 (24)
Beryl Weiver Flikshteyn June 30 (24)
Grace Goluboff
June 30 (24)
July 1/2
Ruth Bondar
Herman Levine
Sam Zaitlen
Vera Barsky
Benjamin Rachamim
Israel Ragoff
Israel Rodoff
Kathryn Cooper
Robert Floom
Solomon Cramer
Leo Lipcovic
Bernie Reznick
Sara Charach
Nathan Gropper
Max Hock
Rosa Jerman
Max Gropper
Bert Schwartz
Ben Shiffman

Sivan 25/26
July 1 (25)
July 1 (25)
July 1 (25)
July 2 (26)
July 2 (26)
July 2 (26)
July 2 (26)
July 3 (27)
July 3 (27)
July 5 (29)
July 5 (29)
July 5 (29)
July 6 (30)
July 6 (30)
July 6 (30)
July 6 (30)
July 7 (Tammuz1)
July 7 (1)
July 7 (1)

feet into the ideas and words that inspired the
morning.
The events of the weekend were a powerful
validation of the emphasis our community
places on Holocaust education and the
transformative possibilities continued in these
shared learnings. The sum of the experience
was a promise to keep the stories and the
message of the Holocaust alive.

“Parents can give a
dowry, but not good
luck.”

from - The New Joys of Yiddish
by Leo Rosten

This page is sponsored by Lorna Bernbaum in memory of her parents Dr. Frank and Frances Bernbaum.
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June 21 (15)
June 22 (16)
June 23 (17)
June 23 (17)
June 23 (17)
June 23 (17)

Purim

The Price is Right
Fabulous Sell
Out Success
Dan and Lee

Arnie and Linda Shaw Costume Winners.

Heather and Les

Rabbi Claudio
reading the
Megillah

Elaine an

d Michae

l

Pesach Tea

This page is sponsored by Lois & Walter Gumprich, with Susanne, Daniel, Michelle, Abigail and their families.
19

May 2016 • Nissan / Iyar 5776
Sunday

1 Nissan 23

Monday

2 Nissan 24

Tuesday

3 Nissan 25

Wednesday

4 Nissan 26

Thursday

5 Nissan 27

6 Nissan 28

Friday

Saturday

7 Nissan 29

ACHAREI MET

Yom Hashoah

*

8 Nissan 30

9 Iyar 1

10 Iyar 2

11 Iyar 3
Yom Hazikaron

Israel Memorial Day
Program
7:00 pm

12 Iyar 4
Yom Haatzma’ut

13 Iyar 5

14 Iyar 6

Shabbat at Home
7:00 pm

*

16 Iyar 8

17 Iyar 9

Breakfast Club
10:00 am

18 Iyar 10
Judaism in the
21st Century
Walking a Tightrope
7:00 pm

19 Iyar 11

Annual CHW Campaign
Launch BBQ - @ Linda &
Arnie Shaw’s 6:00

20 Iyar 12

23 Iyar 15

24 Iyar 16

OFFICE CLOSED

25 Iyar 17

* Lesley-Ann Crone

21 Iyar 13

Beer and Shir
8:00 pm
at D’lish by Tish

22 Iyar 14

KEDOSHIM

6:00 pm

Shlichim Apartment

15 Iyar 7

* Harold Shiffman

26 Iyar 18

Board Meeting
7:00 pm

* Perry Jacobson

*

27 Iyar 19

Unveiling for Mrs Ruth
Gonor 10am

EMOR

28 Iyar 20
BEHAR

B’nai Brith
Gerry Rose Dinner
6:00 pm

*Jan Gitlin

*Michael Shaw

29 Iyar 21
30 Iyar 22
LaZoOz 10:00 am
Year End PIcnic

31 Iyar 23

for Hebrew School

June 2016 • Iyar / Sivan 5776
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

			 1 Iyar 24

Thursday

2 Iyar 25

Friday

3 Iyar 26

Saturday

4 Iyar 27
Shabbaton

BEHUKOTAL
Shabbaton

* Heather Fenyes

5 Iyar 28

6 Iyar 29

7 Sivan 1

Yom Yerushalayim

Shavuot Service
10:00 am

9 Sivan 3

13 Sivan 7

14 Sivan 8

15 Sivan 9

10 Sivan 4
Shabbat at Home
7:00 pm

Judaism in the
21st Century
Jewish Law During the
Holocaust
7:00 pm

Shabbaton

12 Sivan 6

8 Sivan 2

11 Sivan 5
BEMIDBAR
Erev Shavut

Shlichim Apartment

* Steven Simpson

16 Sivan 10

17 Sivan 11

18 Sivan 12

OFFICE CLOSED

NASO

* Nicky Gitlin

19 Sivan 13
20 Sivan 14
LaZoOz 10:00 am

21 Sivan 15

22 Sivan 16

23 Sivan 17
Community Soccer
Game
7:30 pm

24 Sivan 18
Shabbat Service
7:00 pm

* Michael Gertler

26 Sivan 20
Family Picnic
at the
Forestry Farm
11:00 am

27 Sivan 21

28 Sivan 22

29 Sivan 23
Board Meeting
7:00 pm

This page is sponsored by B’nai Brith Lodge #739
* Bema Roster

30 Sivan 24

25 Sivan 19

BEHA’ALOTECHA

* Michael Scharfstein

