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Monday, May 7th, 2012
TCU Place

With celebrity speaker Shannon Tweed 
Tickets go on sale Monday, March 12th at 5:30 p.m.at the 

Sheraton Cavalier
or purchase them on-line at 

silverspoondinner@gmail.com
Ticket price $175 - Please make cheques payable to Silver Spoon 

Dinner1000 TICKETS SOLD OUT
2000 

Gerry & Glady 
Rose
2001 

Linda Shaw
2002 

Bert Gladstone
2003 

June & Abe Avivi

2004 
David Kaplan

2005 
Sam & Petty Landa

2006 
Walter, Lois & 

Susanne Gumprich
2007 

Ron & Jan Gitlin

2008 
Heather Fenyes

2009 
Steven Goluboff

2010 
Marsha & Grant 

Scharfstein
2011 

Ralph Katzman

Previous Winners of the Gerry Rose Volunteer Award

B'nai Brith Lodge #739 
invites you to the

13th Annual 
Gerry Rose Memorial Shabbat and 

Volunteer Award Dinner
HONOURING THE BROTHERS KATZMAN, 

DAVID AND RANDY 
AND A CONGREGATION AGUDAS ISRAEL 

THANK YOU AND SHALOM TO CANTOR NEIL 
SCHWARTZ FOR FIVE YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE

Friday, June 22nd, 2012 • 6 pm
SERVICE BY THE MEN OF B’NAI BRITH

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTRE
ADULTS: $17, CHILDREN 6 - 10 $10

CHILDREN UNDER 6 FREE
RSVP Myla 343-7023 or email to jewishcommunity@sasktel.net

Seder Across the Globe
by Ido and Ayelet

As you all know, last month we celebrated Passover (Pesach) 
here in Saskatoon together with the rest of the Jewish world. In 
addition we marked Holocaust Memorial Day (Yom HaShoa) and 
Israel’s Independence Day (Yom HaZikaron), we chose a Rabbi, 
and celebrated the arrival of a new baby. In brief it has been a very 
full month.

Why is this Pesach different from all other Pesachs?  This year 
the Saskatoon Jewish community starred in the special edition of 

one of the leading Israeli newspapers, “Ma’ariv”.  In this festive 
holiday section, in collaboration with the Jewish Agency, various 
communities were portrayed from exotic corners of the world – and 
how could they not include our amazing congregation in Saskatoon 
– the most exotic place on the face of the earth! 

We took upon ourselves the task of translating the article as it 
appeared on the evening of Seder Pesach in Israel for all of you 
to enjoy.  We are delighted to present it to you here in the Bulletin.  

From the cold Saskatoon plains in Canada, to the Falashmura 
camp in Ethiopia; from the Afikoman of the Jews of Rome, to the 
festive robes of the Bucharin Jews in Uzbekistan; from the gefilte-

continued on page 14
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We were honored to have Elly Gotz as 
our Key Note speaker this year at the 2012 
Holocaust Memorial Service.  Elly is a retired 
electronics engineer., pilot and incredible 
businessman.  Before settling in Toronto, 
in 1964, Elly lived in Germany, Norway, 
Zimbabwe and South Africa.  Elly was born 
in Kaunas, Lithuania.  In 1941, Lithuania was 
invaded by Germany.  Immediately all Jews 
were made prisoners in the ghetto.  After three 
years, all the surviving Jews were transported 
to Concentration Camps in Germany-the men 
to Dachau and the women to other camps.  
Elly was liberated from Dachau by the 
American Army in April 1945.  Sixty- five 
years later, in 2010, Elly received an invitation 
from Germany to return to Dachau for a 
commemorative of the liberation of Dachau.

This was Elly’s story but as we had a 
chance to meet him and get to know him, we 
realized how very special he was. 

It all started when Elly Gotz flew into 
Saskatoon Wednesday evening, ready for 
a whirlwind four day immersion into the 
Saskatoon Holocaust Educational program.  
Thursday and Friday, preceding the Official 

Holocaust Memorial April 22, 2012

Memorial, Elly spoke to over 2,500 school 
kids from Central Saskatoon and surrounding 
area.  

Sunday, April 22nd Agudas Israel received 
more than 500 visitors to experience the 
Holocaust  Memorial.  Many ventured 
downstairs to the exhibits that were created by  
Ayelet and Ido and many volunteers.

They were  educational and very emotional.
It was a sunny day on April 22nd, but it did 

not deter over 500  people from coming to hear 
Elly speak.   With such a serious topic Elly 
used pictures  and  humor, to share his very 
important story.  The audience was engaged 
throughout his presentation and honored him 
with a standing ovation.  Thank you Elly, for 
making our Community a better place to live .



CONGRATULATIONS AND MAZEL TOV TO:
David and Randy Katzman, winners of the 2012 Gerry Rose Volunteer Award.

Rishona Avivi, daughter of Ari Avivi on the celebration of her Bat Mitzvah on June 16th, 2012.
June Avivi on the celebration of her 80th birthday.

Dr. Miriam Katzman who will begin her residency in Paediatrics at University of Manitoba’s 
Winnipeg Children’s Hospital. 

David and Susan Katzman and family on the engagement of their daughter Dr. Miriam Katzman to 
Arjun Shankar of Saskatoon. 

Susan Katzman who will be retiring from teaching after 34 years of dedication to children and 
learning. 

Noah Levitt, son of Allison Stromberg and Terry Levitt on the celebration of his Bar Mitzvah on June 
23rd, 2012. 

Mayah Holtslander, daughter of Franci and Gord,  for being awarded a University of Saskatchewan 
Undergraduate Scholarship towards tuition for the 2011-2012 year based on academic performance in 

the 2010-2011 year.
Abby Holtslander, daughter of Franci and Gord,  for having a piece selected for the Mendel Art 

Gallery show: School Art: Celebrating 40 Years, March 30-June 3, 2012.  The piece is titled “Wicked, 
tricksy, false!”

Nadine and Jay Avivi,  June Avivi and Aaron Avivi, on the birth of a grandson, great grandson and 
nephew, Connor Avivi, son of Stephen and Janice Avivi and a brother to Dylan

Rabbi Jeremy Parnes on his recent ordination. He has been the Director of Synagogue services for 
Regina’s Beth Jacob Synagogue for the past 13 years. 

Patricia Pavey has travelled to England to celebrate the 99th birthday of her mother 
Edna Yates on April 28th. 

Jordana Jacobsen, wife of Perry and mother of Ryan and Layla  who competed 
in the 2012 Saskatchewan Body Building Figure and Bikini Championships in 

Regina and placed second in bikini in the Novice competition and qualified her to 
compete in the Provincials where she placed first in the Bikini Division. She is now 
Nationally qualified. She also place second in the Inside Fitness Magazine Fitness 

Model Search. 
Noah Fenyes, son of Les and Heather Fenyes who was elected as President of Hillel 

for University of Western Ontario.
Shira Fenyes, daughter of Les and Heather Fenyes who was recognized with the 

Walter Murray Leadership Award from the USSU at the University of Saskatchewan.  
Ayelet and Ido on the birth of their daughter, Ora. May the “light” in her name be a lifetime of joy in 

her parents’ hearts. 
Mathew Feldman on the completion of his Masters of Public Health Degree at the U of S.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS:
Geoffrey Katz: I am originally from Montreal, but recently from the San Francisco 

Bay Area.  I grew up in a shtetl transported from Poland and thought it was normal. I am a  
Landscape Architect and Urban/Environmental Planner by training and can also get a riff 
out on the clarinet. I have lived and studied or worked in almost every region of Canada 
including the Maritimes, Quebec, Ontario, BC, and so it’s part of a life plan to be here in 
Saskatchewan. My older brother and his family have lived in Regina for over ten years.  

Uri, Lihi and Rotem Nachshon: The Nachshon family arrived in 
Saskatoon in November 2011, for two years (to begin with) due to Uri’s 
Postdoctoral fellowship in the ‘Global Institute for Water Security’ at the U 
of S. Lihi is taking care of Rotem and searching for any interesting job.  In 
Israel Lihi worked as a social worker with ex-convicted and drug addicts. 
Lihi and Uri got married in 2008 and Rotem was born in August 2009. 
They lived in Israel at a small farm in the Negev Desert, growing olives for 

oil. The Nachshon’s love travelling and being outside; bird watching, hiking and recently 
X-country skiing are a favorite activities. The family is enjoying Saskatoon; especially 
participating in activities and meeting the very friendly people of the community.  

Kevin Sharfe has returned from Toronto after several years of working in his own 
business. He has joined the team at Sherwood Chevrolet and is excited about being part 
of the Congregation Agudas Israel and becoming a new player on the B’nai Brith team.

This page is sponsored by Grace, Steven, Leila, Sarah & Shaina Goluboff
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Editorial
by Steven Goluboff The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel

Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home committed 
to deepening the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in 
the historical traditions of the Jewish people. We are a progressive, democratic and sensitive 
congregation responding to the widest spectrum of Jewish thought and practice.

Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY

continued on page 11
GET WELL WISHES TO

Dr. Lou Horlick
CONDOLENCES TO

 Ketzia Varg on the death of her mother.  

THE BEGINNING OF 
A NEW ERA IN CON-
GREGATION AGU-
DAS ISRAEL

We are soon end-
ing the frantic pace of 
synagogue life for the 
year and will all hope-

fully have a restful and refreshing summer. 
The next few months will be the final ones for 
our President Heather Fenyes who has served 
with extraordinary dedication and love for our 
community. It is Heather who orchestrated 
and conducted the symphony that brought 
three superb Rabbi candidates to our commu-
nity. Any one of the three would have served 
us well but as always choices had to be made. 
We have the remarkable fortune of creating a 
marriage between Congregation Agudas Israel 
and Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky ( soon to be 
called Rabbi Claudio), a man with ten years 
of Rabbinic experience, coming from  South 
American Jewish origins, a traditional outlook 
but an open mind to the our Saskatoon history 
and tradition. He brings a wonderful wife Ro-
sie, who will be an added bonus to us and two 
young children who will make Canada their 
home. His sermon to our congregation on his 
visit talked about keeping the Jewish spirit 
alive, examining our priorities, questioning 
our faith and tradition and cautioning us not to 
delegate to others the task of keeping the fire 
of Judaism alive.  Rabbi Claudio and Rosie 
made an impact on the younger members of 
the congregation which clearly swayed the 
Board in making the final decision. Hopefully, 
the enthusiasm expressed by those who met 
Rabbi Claudio and Rosie will continue after 
their arrival in early August. 

The last two months before the summer 
illustrated how strong and vibrant we are. 
Another remarkable Holocaust Memorial 
Service has passed and followed by the cel-
ebration of the 64th birthday of the State of 
Israel. Both of these events were supported 
financially by the new Jewish organization 
CIJA (Canadian Council for Israel and Jewish 
Advocacy), whose funding is derived from the 
United Israel Appeal of Canada. The final two 
events of the season include the sold out Silver 
Spoon Dinner and the 13th Annual B’nai Brith 
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Hazzan’s Notes: Vocabulary of Prayer Services
by Hazzan Neil Schwartz

From Heather’s Garden
by Heather Fenyes, President

continued on page 12

So much has hap-
pened in the short 
space of one Bul-
letin article – and so 
much is yet ahead!  
In this last month, 
we met and shared 

three weekends with three visiting Rabbi’s.  
Each visit was meaningful; each candidate 
outstanding.   I remember the days when we 
wondered whether we would ever find a Rabbi 
for Saskatoon – and we had three wonderful 
ones to choose from. I hope our circle of 
Saskatoon connections has grown and these 
rabbis will always feel a connection to our 
community.  

And best of all – Rabbi Claudio Jodor-
kovsky has become our Rabbi.   We offered 
Rabbi Claudio a contract at the airport, mo-

ments before he and Rosy flew back to their 
family in Columbia.  Some few hours later, 
I received a message on my phone – from 
the sky!  “I want to be your Rabbi”.   I was 
overcome with excitement and amazement.  
That we were making a schittuch, and that it 
happened mid air seemed remarkable.   To-
day is the future, and for us at Congregation 
Agudas Israel this future includes the best of 
technology, tefilla (in the sky) and meaningful 
relationships.   I too was flying!  I knew then, 
and still now that the sky is the limit for our 
bright future!  

Rabbi Claudio will join our community 
on August 1.  We will officially mark this 
relationship with an installation celebration 
in the fall. 

Now, we need to say thank you to Chazzan 
Neil.  On Friday, June 22 at the Gerry Rose 

Volunteer dinner, I invite you to recognize our 
well deserved volunteers, David and Randy 
Katzman and say toda to Chazzan Neil for 
sharing five years with us.  Chazzan Neil 
has touched our lives and helped share in the 
family we are, and are becoming.   For that, 
we give him our Saskatoon thanks! 

And our family grows!    Ayelet and Ido’s 
beautiful new daughter, Ora,  is our first Ca-
nadian born junior shaliach.  May she give her 
parents constant joy and abundant blessings.  
Though she will be a Saskatonian for such a 
brief second of her life, I hope the goodness 
of her parents’ time here will be a small piece 
of the woman she is to become.  

As always, I am full with the greatness of 
who we are, and the possibility of who we are 
yet to become! The sky is the limit!

It was greatly en-
couraging to see so 
many members attend 
the Friday evening 
and Shabbat morn-
ing services when 
our three Rabbi can-
didates visited our 
synagogue.  Now that 

Rabbi Claudio and his family will be join-
ing our community, many of us who enjoy 
services hope that regular attendance will 
increase for the services he leads.

To help facilitate this, I will share some 
vocabulary that is used to describe our ser-
vices, the sections within them, and some 
important specific prayers.  My theory is that 
people might be more willing to participate 
in our services if the vocabulary and structure 
of our Shabbat and holiday services are more 
familiar. 

Let’s start with the biggest picture - the 
cycle of the year.  Of course, the Hebrew word 
“Shabbat” (or “Shabbos” in Yiddish) means 
the original Sabbath, which we observe in 
some form from sunset Friday through sunset 
Saturday.  The corresponding term for Week-
days is “Chol”, which also means “common”.  
We will return to this term soon.

The Hebrew term for the High Holy Days 
is “Yamim Nora’im”, which literally means 
“Days of Awe”.  This term is only used for 
the actual holidays of Rosh HaShanah and 
Yom Kippur, and the ten-day time-period 
from the beginning of Rosh HaShanah to the 
end of Yom Kippur is called the “Aseret Y’mei 
T’shuvah” or “Ten Days of Repentance”.

There are three Pilgrimage Festivals that 

are tied in to both our ancient history and to 
the agricultural cycle of ancient (and modern) 
Israel.  These are Pesach (Passover) in the 
Spring, Shavuot in the early Summer, and 
Sukkot after the High Holy Days in the Fall.  
The end of the harvest Festival of Sukkot 
also includes two more Festivals:  we pray 
on Sh’mini Atzeret for Winter rains to fall in 
Israel, and we finish and then restart the cycle 
of weekly Torah readings on Simchat Torah.  

Collectively we call the three main Festivals 
the “Shalosh Regalim”, or “Three Pilgrim 
Festivals”, because people brought offer-
ings to the ancient Temple in Jerusalem on 
Pesach, Shavuot, and Sukkot.  On these three 
Festivals we add Psalms 113 - 118 to the 
morning services, and this group of Psalms 
is called “Hallel”.  The Intermediate Days in 
the middle of Pesach and Sukkot are called 
“Chol HaMoed”, and unless the Festival falls 
on Shabbat, there is always a “Shabbat Chol 
HaMoed” during that time.

Let us now move to our main services and 
the main sections within those services.  In 
every 24-hour day (sunset-to-sunset), there 
are three main services:  Arvit (or Ma’ariv) 
in the evening, Shacharit in the morning, and 
Minchah in the afternoon.  Of these three ser-
vices, the longest is Shacharit each morning, 
and on Shabbat this service includes two extra 
main sections - the Torah Service and Musaf, 
the Additional Service.

Every service includes a “Warm-up” sec-
tion (from literally one sentence to 50 pages), 
a Silent Meditation called the “Amidah” (the 
“standing” prayer, part of which is repeated 
aloud in morning and afternoon services), and 
a “Concluding” section (Aleinu, Kaddish).  

Each evening and each morning there is also 
a “Sh’ma Section” that includes Bar’chu, 
paragraphs about Creation - Revelation - Re-
demption, and the three Sh’ma paragraphs.

There are Kaddish prayers separating each 
section of our services:  the Hatzi Kaddish 
starting each section, and the Kaddish Shalem 
(Full Kaddish) ending each section.  In a 
Shabbat evening service a Mourners’ Kaddish 
ends the “Warm-up” section (the Psalms of 
Kabbalat Shabbat), Hatzi Kaddish begins the 
Silent Amidah, Kaddish Shalem is after the 
Amidah, and a Kaddish Yatom (or Mourners’ 
Kaddish) is near the end of the service.

Kaddish prayers also separate sections of 
our Shabbat morning services:  a Mourners’ 
Kaddish after the first part of the Preliminary 
Service (“Warm-up”), Hatzi Kaddish at the 
beginning of the Sh’ma Section, Kaddish 
Shalem at the end of the Shacharit Amidah, 
a Hatzi Kaddish separates the Torah Reading 
from the Haftarah, a Hatzi Kaddish marks the 
beginning of the Musaf Amidah, and a Kad-
dish Shalem is at the end of Musaf.

Rather than going into any more details 
about specific prayers, please let me conclude 
this presentation about the “Vocabulary of our 
Prayers” with the concept that every one of the 
services mentioned above, and every section 
of every service, is delineated with special 
chant modes and musical motifs.  These are 
called “Nusach HaT’fillah” or “The Musical 
Prayer Modes”, and these modes and motifs 
change several times during each service as 
each new section is reached.  

Like the Maqamat of Arabic music and 
the Ragas of Hindustani music, the modes 



Hadassah-WIZO News
CHW is Canada’s leading Jewish women’s philanthropic organization. Found-
ed in 1917, CHW is non-political, volunteer driven and funds a multitude of pro-
grams and projects for Children, Healthcare and Women in Israel and Canada. 

This Page is Sponsored by Saskatoon Hadassah WIZO

SHERWOOD

SHERWOOD

GMC
Heavy
Duty

Trucks

RV
Sales
and

Service

GMC
Medium

Duty
Trucks

Free Shuttle Service 
Pick-up and Delivery 
7:30 a.m. - 5:15 p.m.

Body Shop 
The Body Shop provides
Free Loaners on all SGI 
or Retail Collision Claims

550 Brand Road • Saskatoon
374-6330 • Toll Free 1-877-374-6330

GMC
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by Linda Shaw, 

#35 22nd Street E.  Saskatoon, SK
Tickets: www.tcutickets.ca

Website: www.tcuplace.com
(306) 975-7777

SASKATOON'S 
ARTS & CONVENTION 

CENTRE

Despite how busy 
our Sarah Goldenberg 
Chapter has been, this 

might just be the shortest article I’ve ever 
written.  I’ve included a few photos of our 
activities this spring to make up for the brev-
ity of this report:

On April 5th we served the Jewish-Style 
Dinner for 8 to this year’s Raffle Winner, Tom 
Redhead and it was an overwhelming suc-
cess – delicious, educational and loads of fun.

The  Pesach Tea at Leila and Steven’s home 
on April 8th was delightful – a very pleasant 
way to celebrate Passover, springtime and 
friendships over a fine-china cup of tea.

Why so brief ?  It’s because I don’t have 
time to write.  I’m up to my ears in Silver 
Spoon Dinner.  I’m in the middle of organiz-
ing the hundreds of Door Prizes and working 
with Shannon Waldman on the Silent Auction 
prizes and let me tell you, they are fabulous!  
Businesses in Saskatoon have been amazingly 
supportive and generous.  This will be one of 
our biggest Silver Spoon Dinners ever.  We’ve 
sold over 1000 tickets and that was in a record 
4 days.  Dinner details: it’s Monday, May 7th 
at TCU Place. Guest speaker: Shannon Tweed.  
There are no tickets available but perhaps 
you could volunteer to help that morning or 
evening?  We need women and men.  Remem-

ber, the funds raised from the Silver Spoon 
Dinner go to support Congregation Agudas 
Israel and Canadian Hadassah-WIZO, with 
generous donations from our proceeds going 
to the Crisis Nursery and Interval House.  It’s 
important to our community’s survival.  Let 
me know that you can help. Please.

Check out the CHW website for much 
more Hadassah-WIZO news.  And watch your 
emails for details of a Silver Spoon wind-up 
meeting at the end of June.  

Shalom,
Linda

Accounting & Auditing Financial Planning
Estate Planning Mergers & Acquisitions
Management Consulting Income Tax Returns
Business Valuations Corporate Tax Returns

 Saskatoon Regina
 Tel: (306) 653-6100 Tel: (306) 522-6500

Website www.virtusgroup.ca

Elaine and Zara at Pesach Tea

From the Raffle Dinner

Members of the Sarah Goldenberg Chapter of Hadassah-WIZO enjoying the 
Pesach Tea at the home of Leila Goluboff, April 8th.”
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Barristers, Solicitors and Mediators
RANDY KATZMAN

B.Comm., LL.B.

(306) 653-5000
Fax: (306) 652-4171

5th Floor, Atrium Place, #510, 128 - 4th Avenue S., 
Saskatoon, S7K 1M8

CUELENAERE, KENDALL
KATZMAN

         RICHARDS&

We started last 
week the reading of 
the third book of the 
Torah, Vaikra, and 
as you may know, 
for the modern Jew 
this book presents a 

lot of challenges, especially because it talks 
about subjects and topics that are really far 
from us: Korbanot, sacrificies, tumah, tahara, 
purities, impurities… And all of them seem 
to be so difficult!

I remember when I was a rabbinical student 
in Argentina, some rabbis used to joke about 
Vaikrá, saying that when the time for reading 
the book came, instead of doing a sermon 
about its content, it was recommended for the 

rabbi to start telling Hassidic stories.
But I don´t want to tell you a Hassidic 

story right now, and I do want to talk with you 
about a specific element that has an important 
role in our Parsha (our weekly section) and 
which is related to all these rituals that we call 
sacrifices. And that element is fire. 

You know that fire is an important compo-
nent of Jewish life (we light Shabbat candles; 
we also have fire for Havdalá, and also is 
one of the Melajot, the forbidden works on 
Shabbat).

And personally, I have always felt attracted 
to fire because it has something magical: It is 
maybe the only element that can share from 
its own essence, without losing anything from 
itself:  You can light a fire from another one, 
and the original fire won’t lose power or light.

And we have just red Parshat Tzav… and 
Tzav is actually a continuation of the first 
Parsha of the book of Vaikrá, which starts the 
description of the different sacrifices that the 
people of Israel had to offer God on specific 
occasions. And when talking about the “Ola” 
sacrifice, that was a special offering that 
needed to be completely burnt on the altar by 
the Cohen (the priest). The Torah specifies that 
after doing the offering, the Cohen must clean 
all the ashes from the Altar, but additionally 

he must be very careful of not extinguishing 
the fire, so even though he will be taking out 
the ashes, the fire must remain on the Altar 
permanently.

And here we can discover a beautiful 
message that is hidden in a very small detail. 

The Torah uses two grammatical expres-
sions for telling us about this role of the Co-
hen on keeping the fire alive: On one hand it 
says that he must keep the fire ON the altar 
(in Hebrew is: TUKAD AL HAMIZBEAJ), 
but on a second verse it says: INSIDE IT (IN 
HEBREW IS: TUKAD BO).

So our sages were perplexed about that 
repetition (or even contradiction) in the Torah, 
and Rashi (the famous French interpreter), 
quoting the Talmud, gives us a very beautiful 
message: 

Actually the Torah is speaking not about 
one fire that the Cohen must take care of, but 
about two different ones: The first, is the one 
that is ON the altar, and the second is the one 
that must be INSIDE it (TUKAD BO). And 
because it´s impossible to think about a fire 
that could be lit inside an Altar, Rashi and 
the sages concluded that in the second time 
the Torah wasn´t talking about the Altar, but 
actually about the Cohen himself!

So this second fire that the Cohen must 

be careful of keeping alive, is essentially his 
passion and enthusiasm, an internal fire that 
he must have burning inside him continuously, 
in order to fulfill his daily tasks.

And I think the Torah is giving us, here, a 
very powerful lesson about what it means to 
be a Jew, and how to live our lives as members 
of the Jewish people: As the Cohen, every 
one of us has our daily tasks that we have to 
do: We have jobs, responsibilities, work, our 
parnasah… and sometimes we do them with 
enthusiasm but sometimes not… however we 
must continue doing them because it is what 
we have to do: We just need to keep this fire 
ON the altar.

But there is also a second type of fire, and 
this is the fire that is inside us: It´s our passion, 
our real motivations… it´s also the source of 
our spirituality, our neshamah, our soul… 

So the Torah is saying to us today: We have 
to take care of this fire also! And I would say 
not only “also” but even firstly, because if 
we don´t take care of it (of this internal fire), 
it would be very difficult to keep alive the 
other one.

Our Parsha is inviting us to think about, 
what is this fire that is “TUKAD BO”, inside 
us?

What is what motivates me as a human 
being?

What are my personal projects that can 
make me grow, not in terms of economic 
success but in spirituality?

Could it be related to our families, to our 
children´s education? 

Are we taking care of these priorities, or 
sometimes maybe our job doesn´t give us 
enough time to do it?

Is your faith and tradition important for 
you? 

How do you respond to this inner fire 
called Judaism?

Do you have an active role in what happens 
in your congregation? 

Or sometimes do you tend to delegate to 
others the responsibility of keeping the fire 
of Judaism alive? 

And if you really feel that Judaism is one 
of the fires that are inside you, what can you 
do in order to share your fire, with the ones 
that are far from it?

Parshat Tzav tells us today that all of us, 
are like the Cohanim: We are called to main-
tain alive our internal fires. The passion, the 
enthusiasm, our neshamot, our souls.

And if we answer to that call. if we are suc-
cessful in working on that fire that is inside of 
us, we could aspire to a life full of meaning, 
and be able to share with others the warmth 
of our hearts… and only then, together, devot-
ing ourselves to making this world, a better 
place to live.

 

Shabbat Morning Sermon - March 31st, 2012
by Rabbi Claudio Jodorkosky

And personally, I have always felt attracted 
to fire because it has something magical: It is 
maybe the only element that can share from its 
own essence, without losing anything from itself:  
You can light a fire from another one, and the 
original fire won’t lose power or light.
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TO	 GREETING	 FROM	 	 	

Rabbi RogeR Pavey Tikkun olam Fund
Patricia	Pavey	 Thank	you	 Janet	Erikson	 	 	
	 	 Freda	Beberfall	 	 	
	 	 	 	

gladys & geRRy Rose Fund
Grant	Family	 In	memory		 Glady	Rose						 	 	
Miriam	Gropper		 In	honour	of	your	birthday	 Glady	Rose	

Please make out checks  to Congregation Agudas Israel 
not to The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation

The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:

As my father planted for 
me before I was born,
So do I plant for those 
who will come after me.

from the Talmud
Your contribution, sent to:

Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
Congregation Agudas Israel,

715 McKinnon Avenue, Saskatoon
S7H 2G2

will be gratefully received and 
faithfully applied.

Holocaust Memorial April 22, 2012 - Congregation Agudas Israel
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Marc Cha-
gall was born 
in  Vi tebsk , 
Russia (now 
Belarus) July 
7, 1887 to a 
poor Hassidic 
family.  His 
father worked 
cur ing her-
ring and his 
mother ran a 
small shop to 

make ends meet. The eldest of nine children, 
he studied first in a heder before moving to 
a secular Russian school, where he began to 
display his artistic talent. With his mother’s 
support, and despite his father’s disapproval, 
Chagall pursued his interest in art, going to 
St. Petersburg in 1907 to study art with Leon 
Bakst. Influenced by contemporary Russian 
painting, Chagall’s distinctive, child-like 
style, often centering on images from his 
childhood, began to emerge.

From 1910 to 1914, Chagall lived in Paris, 
and there absorbed the works of the leading 
cubist, surrealist, and fauvist painters. It was 
during this period that Chagall painted some 
of his most famous paintings of the Jewish 
shtetl or village, and developed the features 
that became recognizable trademarks of his 
art. Strong and often bright colors portray 
the world with a dreamlike, non-realistic 
simplicity, and the fusion of fantasy, religion, 
and nostalgia infuses his work with a joyous 
quality. Animals, workmen, lovers, and musi-
cians populate his figures; the “fiddler on the 
roof” recurs frequently, often hovering within 
another scene. Chagall’s work of this period 
displays the influence of contemporary French 
painting, but his style remains independent of 
any one school of art. He exhibited regularly 
in the Salon des Independants.

In 1914, before the outbreak of World War 
I, Chagall held a one-man show in Berlin, 

exhibiting work dominated by Jewish images 
and personages. During the war, he resided in 
Russia, and in 1917, endorsing the revolution, 
he was appointed Commissar for Fine Arts 
in Vitebsk and then director of the newly 
established Free Academy of Art. He moved 
to Moscow in 1920 to become Art Director of 
the Moscow Jewish State Theater until 1922. 
The Bolshevik authorities, however, frowned 
upon Chagall’s style of art as too modern, and 
in 1922, Chagall left Russia, settling in France 
one year later. By 1930 he had worldwide 
recognition. He lived in France permanently 
except for the years 1941 to 1948 when, flee-
ing France during World War II, he resided 
in the United States. Chagall’s horror over 
the Nazi rise to power is expressed in works 
depicting Jewish martyrs and Jewish refugees.

In addition to images of the Hassidic world, 
Chagall’s paintings are inspired by themes 
from the Bible. His fascination with the Bible 
culminated in a series of over 100 etchings 
illustrating the Bible, many of which incorpo-
rate elements from Jewish folklore and from 
religious life in Vitebsk.

Chagall painted with a variety of media 
such as oils, water colors, and gouaches. His 
work also expanded to other forms of art, in-
cluding ceramics, mosaics, and stained glass. 
Among his most famous building decorations 
are the ceiling of the Opera House in Paris 
(1964), murals at the New York Metropolitan 
Opera (1966), a glass window at the United 
Nations (1964), decorations at the Vatican, 
and wall decorations at the Knesset (1969). 
He was one of very few artists to exhibit work 
at the Louvre in their own lifetime.

Chagall first visited Israel in 1931 for the 
opening of the Tel Aviv Art Museum; his last 
visit was at the age of 90 in 1977. Chagall was 
commissioned to create 12 windows for the 
Hadassah Hospital Chapel of the Hadassah-
Hebrew University Medical Center in Jeru-
salem in 1962. The scenes represent the 12 
biblical tribes of Israel. Chagall said of this 

major masterpiece, “I felt my father and my 
mother were looking over my shoulder, and 
behind them were Jews, millions of other van-
ished Jews of yesterday and a thousand years 
ago.” To fully understand the significance of 
the Windows they must be viewed against 
Chagall’s deep sense of identification with 
the whole of the Jewish history, its tragedies 
and victories. 

Chagall received many prizes and much 
recognition for his work. He assimilated 
modern developments of art into his own 
personal style, as his own voice stayed true to 
colorful dreams and fantasies from growing 
up in Vitebsk to his life and loves in the US 

and France. He was certainly one of the 20th 
century’s most important artists. Chagall died 
in 1985 and was buried near his home in Saint-
Paul, France. He left a legacy of inspirational 
art that was like none other.

Editors Note: Stan Schroeder is the Editor 
of  Congregation Shir Ami’s “Shir Notes” in 
Los Angeles which also won a Gold Medal for 
“Bulletins.” He writes biographies of famous 
Jews and has offered to share them with us.

Biography: Marc Chagall
by Stan Schroeder

Business Slipping Away?
Maybe you are paying too 

much for your steel?
Call Toll Free:

1-800-667-5353
Bucket Service Available

New Steel and Pipe
Used Steel and Pipe

INLAND STEEL PRODUCTS INC
President: Mark Ditlove

Saskatoon
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Jewish Students’ Association
by Matthew Feldman, JSA President

P a r e n t s , 
Friends, Students 
and Members of 
the Community:

As most  of 
you may know, 
April is that time 
of the year when, 

not only do we fill our stomachs with matzah, 
matzah, and more matzah, but when students 
wind down their years at school with final 
exams. I am relieved and excited to say that 
I have completed my exams and have now 
successfully achieved my Master’s of Public 
Health degree! As students, there is no other 
time of year more rewarding than this as we 
can celebrate the completion of yet another 
stressful, exhilarating, and hard-working year 
of school and get ready for the sunshine and 
heat of summer.

The Jewish Students’ Association on cam-
pus has had a busy year as we gathered on 
several occasions to enjoy a dinner, engage 
the community in our annual Purim Party, 
assist the greater Saskatoon community with 
volunteer projects, win some soccer games 
with the Screamin’ Chickens, and simply 
enjoy our time together as we work towards 
the attainment of our respective degrees. I 
believe we have all been given the opportunity 

to establish life-long relationships and I am 
so pleased with the effort we have all put in 
to make this past year a blast!

As this academic year comes to a close, 
my duties as JSA President are officially 
over. My work here though is not done. This 
past year has been difficult to say the least. 
The passing of my father late last November 
has made a lasting impact on me as an indi-
vidual and on the steps I continue to take in 
becoming a positive and influential voice in 
the community moving forward. As I plan to 
stay in Saskatoon for yet another year, my 
involvement with the JSA and our Saskatoon 
community will undoubtedly persist. I want 
to continue as a member of this community 
and give all of you the support and love that 
was given to me throughout my studies and 
this past year, especially.

The upcoming summer presents many new 
changes for our community, some which we 
look forward to and others we wish didn’t 
have to happen. As a line from the song Clos-
ing Time so accurately depicts, “every new 
beginning comes from some other beginning’s 
end”. The departure of our Shlichim, Ido and 
Ayelet at the end of the summer is one which I 
know many of us wish didn’t have to happen. 
We love you both so very much and would not 
have been able to take on half of the projects 

or obtain anywhere close to the successes we 
did if you wouldn’t have been there every 
step of the way! For our JSA members who 
may be leaving for new degrees, job oppor-
tunities, or something different, best of luck 
to all of you! On the upside, we have a new 
soccer season on the horizon, a new Rabbi 
and family to help lead us forward, and in the 
distant future a brand new school year with 
new students to fill our JSA family and new 
initiatives to collectively engage our students 
and the community.

To everyone who has followed our progress 
throughout the year – thank you! Your support 
has meant so much and we hope to see you 
in the coming months and into the 2012-2013 
academic year.

All the best to you and your families,
Matthew Feldman
JSA President 2011-2012

Modern Jewish Literature
by Mayah Holtslander, Youth Editor

Recommen-
dations in mod-
ern Jewish litera-
ture 

T h e  o t h e r 
week I read an ar-
ticle in the Globe 

and Mail titled, “Welcome to the new Golden 
Age of Jewish literature” by John Barber.  This 
article discussed the current trends in Jew-
ish literature, comparing the representation 
of Jewish issues and identity in the modern 
works to those of the past.  This article estab-
lished that much of modern Jewish literature 
is an attempt to rediscover the Jewish identity 
in a world where people are highly familiar 
with the modern traditions, and less familiar 
with the practices and traditions of their past.  
This article emphasized that Jewish literature 
generally has two main streams of subject 
matter; the Holocaust and the experience of 
the immigrant.  This article mentioned the 
works of many modern Jewish authors, two of 
which I am familiar with and highly enjoy.  I 

would like to say a bit about two modern Jew-
ish works, the novel Everything is Illuminated 
by Jonathan Safran Foer and the collection of 
short stories Natasha by David Bezmozgis.   
Both of these works address traditional Jewish 
issues, but are also very unique works that dif-
fer from a lot of traditional Jewish literature.  

Everything is Illuminated is a highly 
unique novel that somewhat fits into the 
category of Jewish literature about the Holo-
caust.  This novel tells the story of Jonathan 
Safran Foer (yes, the protagonist has the 
same name as the author), a young American 
writer who travels to the Ukraine in search of 
the woman who saved his grandfather from 
the Nazis.  The novel alternates between the 
humorous and insightful narration of Alex, 
Foer’s Ukrainian guide and translator, who 
knows very little English, and the ridiculous, 
sometimes fantastic story (as envisioned by 
the protagonist Foer) of his grandfather’s 
shtetl Trachimbrod.  The novel alternates 
between the present narration of trying to 
discover what occurred in the past and the 

chronological history of the shtel in the 150 
years leading up to the Nazi invasion.  To 
describe this story in non-academic terms it is 
hilarious, weird and often highly unrealistic.  
At the same time, it is an extremely touching 
story about trying to discover one’s past and 
understanding how it affects one’s identity in 
the present.  Though the subject of this novel 
is the Holocaust, it completely different from 
any other “Holocaust” novel I have ever read, 
being more of a story about the importance 
of family, tradition, and story telling itself.  

On the other side of Jewish literature, 
David Bezmozgis’ Natasha is about the im-
migrant experience.  However, this collection 
of short stories’ expression of the immigrant 
experiences differs from many others.  This 
collection is told from the perspective of 
Russian Jewish immigrant Mark, who came 
to Toronto during the 1980s.  The collection 
begins with six-year-old Mark upon his arrival 
to Canada and the stories follow his growth 
into adulthood.  These stories are decidedly 

continued on page 10
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by Geoffrey Katz

T h i s  y e a r  I ’ d 
planned to go to Ot-
tawa to be with my 
parents,  younger 
brother and his son, 
and sister for the 

Passover Seders.  But because the first days 
of Passover coincided with Easter air fare 
was prohibitively expensive.  Instead, I drove 
down to Regina from Saskatoon to be with my 
brother and his family there.

My brother in Regina suggested that we 
have one Seder together, on the first night 
– that we connect Regina and 
Ottawa via Skype, the online 
voice and video communication 
service.

That suggestion seemed out-
landish at first – could a connec-
tion with reasonable fidelity be 
maintained all evening?  Could 
we find a start time that would 
suit everyone (Ottawa is two 
hours ahead of Regina)?  Could 
everyone’s level of religious ob-
servance accept the presence of 
the technology?  In the couple of 
weeks before the Seders we all agreed to give 
the technology a try, and we were all comfort-
able with the use of the computers during the 
Seder.  Start time was a longer negotiation, but 
we finally agreed to start the first Seder at 7:30 
EDT and 5:30 Saskatchewan time.

On the afternoon preceding the first Seder 
my brother, father, and nephew in Ottawa 
tested the connection with my brother and 
nephew in Regina.  When it was set to run 
continuously, they set up the computers with 
cameras and screens at the ends of the respec-
tive festive tables.  We had, then, one long 
“augmented” festive table around which we 
would all sit.  The ceremonial Seder plates 
were set at the end of the respective tables 
near the cameras so all could see them.

To make the connection we had a PC run-
ning Windows 7 and a Mac running OS 10, 
with the latest version of Skype installed on 
each.  We had a 27 inch screen on each side.  
Each side was running on a high speed con-
nection with up to 5 Mbps download.  This 
produced a time lag of about 1 or 2 seconds.

After that it was the normal family dynam-
ics!  Getting everyone in the same “room” at 
the same time and putting aside our daily lives 

to participate in the Seder – it was as if we 
were together in the same house.

My Mother began the Seder and Shabbat by 
lighting candles.  In Regina my sister-in-law 
lit hers.  My mother’s (and my grandmother’s 
before her) custom is to light in silence, and 
say the blessing in silence, while we in Regina 
waited and watched.  But my brother’s custom 
in Regina is for everyone to say the blessing 
out loud, while holding hands, so we did that 
and they watched.  Then we all wished each 
other “chag sameach”.

My mother had made sure that we all had 

the same haggadah.  As it turned out, that 
was important to maintain the continuity of 
the Seder.  It is easy enough when everyone 
is actually in the same room for participants 
to use different haggadahs, with different 
translations, paging, commentaries, and im-
ages.  But across a technological divide it was 
valuable, to be able to follow each other’s 
readings and chanting, to be literally on the 
same page.  Members of my family like the 
“Animated Haggadah” (Rony Oren, Illustra-
tor) because of the claymation images; and 
the highlighted Hebrew text and the English 
summaries of the more difficult Talmudic 
passages made this a good choice.

We continued with Kiddush, which I 
chanted, and everyone joined in for the 
“shehecheyanu” blessing.  Rachtzah – ably 

managed by my nephews on both sides, was 
accompanied by banter about yes we do and 
no we do not say a blessing at this time.  Kar-
pas -  on the Regina end of the table I made 
sure that everyone had a sprig of parsley, and 
asked my brother on the Ottawa end of the 
table to make sure that everyone there had 
a piece, before all said the blessing together.

“Ha lachma anya” – started by someone 
in Regina, was chanted together by all.  The 
four questions – my youngest nephew, in 
Regina, chanted in Hebrew, and we all joined 
for the second half of each question “halay-

lah hazeh…” – my parents, 
his grandparents, in Ottawa, 
were delighted.  Then in 
Ottawa my sister started the 
singing of “Avadim hayinu, 
atah bnei chorin”, one of her 
favourite songs of the eve-
ning, and all joined her lead.  
Then in Hebrew I chanted the 
text in the family’s traditional 
nusach that I learned from my 
grandfather many years ago.

The “four children” – the 
paragraph for each of the 

“arbah banim” was read, in English, by one 
of us, alternating between Ottawa and Regina.  
After each paragraph an impromptu and loud 
discussion arose that reached from Ottawa 
to Regina and back.  For “Dayenu” we went 
around the augmented table, with each per-
son in Ottawa taking a turn to lead a verse in 
Hebrew or English, and continuing with each 
person in Regina.  

And so we continued to the meal itself.  
Some wanted to turn off the connection while 
we ate but others preferred to keep it, because 
it created the presence of a larger event.  We 
did leave it on.  

Our “augmented” Passover Seder was a 
great success.  We were all together – one 
large family.  

A Passover Skype

Modern Jewish Literature... from page 9

Jewish and yet they aren’t about Judaism.  
Rather, the collection is an examination of the 
growth from child to adult, with each story 
focusing on a unique event in Mark’s life.  The 
stories deal with childhood guilt and confu-
sion, defiance, drugs, sexual experimentation, 
and understanding one’s family.   However, 

at the same time these issues are examined 
within the context of Jewish heritage, iden-
tity and belief.  Overall, both of these works 
are different and enjoyable works of Jewish 
literature that examine universal themes in a 
distinctively Jewish way.              

Getting everyone in the same “room” 
at the same time and putting aside our 
daily lives to participate in the Seder – 
it was as if we were together in the same 
house.
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Respect
By Daniel Stern, Campaign Director and 
Director of Regional Community Services, United Israel Appeal Federations Canada

“You shall rise be-
fore a venerable per-
son and you shall re-
spect the elderly…”  

(Leviticus 19:32)
These words of Torah, counted among the 

many mitzvoth listed in Leviticus, speak to 
our responsibility not only to care for those 
older than us but also to respect the wisdom 
of their years. It is not just this wisdom that 
deserves honor but rather anyone who has 
lived long enough to be considered aged.  

It is said that you can learn a lot about a 
society by observing how it treats it seniors. 
In Israel, the National Health Insurance Law 
ensures that the elderly receive services and 
basic healthcare and this certainly has a 

meaningful effect on the senior population. 
However, according to a 2010 statement by 
the Organization for Economic Co-Operation 
and Development (OECD), 23% of the elderly 
in Israel live below the poverty line, com-
pared with the OECD average of 13.5%.  An 
article published in last month’s The Bulletin 
by my former colleague Dov Harris,  titled 
“Our Moral Failure,” reveals that half of all 
Holocaust Survivors live in poverty, 70,000 
of whom live in Israel.

Needless to say, this is quite disturbing, 
disappointing and dishonorable.  It is an-
other example of the needs of the state being 
greater than its ability to provide assistance.  
It is also another clear example of why our 
annual campaign to assist those in need in 

Israel is of ever-increasing importance.  The 
health, safety and dignity of those the Torah 
requires us to honor are served by fulfilling 
this commandment.

Honoring our elders can also be said to 
extend to our institutions.  This year Agudas 
Israel enters its 93rd year of existence as a 
congregation and community.  There is much 
to honor as the synagogue moves into an im-
portant new chapter with the appointment of 
Rabbi Jodokorvsky. As you help honor your 
shul with this wonderful new period in the 
life of the congregation, please help honor 
our Bubbes and Zeydes in Israel who need so 
much more than they currently have. Support 
our annual campaign and make a difference 
in someone’s life.

           
Bus: (306) 242-6000  Cell: 241-1900
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Saskatoon

Leila Goluboff

Gerry Rose Volunteer Award Dinner. We will 
soon say Shalom to our two remarkable young 
Israeli Shlichim, Ido and Ayelet and of course, 
their daughter Ora. What a legacy they have 
left with us! We wish them a Yasher Koach 
and a good life to be resumed in Israel. 

I recently returned from Vancouver where 
I attended a Canadian Friends of the Hebrew 
University fund raiser, honouring one of our 
own medical graduates, Dr. Karen Gelmon, 
the daughter of the late Dr. Syd Gelmon and 
Miriam Gelmon. What was as impressive as 
the accomplishments of Karen as a world re-
nowned breast cancer researcher and clinician 
was the attendance of so many Saskatoon Jew-
ish ex-patriots. I met many “kids” who I grew 
up with in the glory days of this Congrega-
tion when our membership was almost twice 

as large as it is today. The names included: 
Gropper, Gladstone, Wiss, Brook, Gumprich, 
Golumbia, Kassen, Gelmon, Ditlove, Bricker 
and maybe others I did not see. Those families 
and others built the foundation of what we are 
today and those of us who have continued to 
live in Saskatoon are joined by an entire new 
cadre of Jewish families. I truly believe that 
with the growth and excitement about Saska-
toon and Saskatchewan, we will see another 

resurgence of Jewish life here. A few years 
ago, there were quiet murmurs of the inevi-
table demise of our Synagogue. I now think 
this will never happen. We will enter the next 
year to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of our 
Hebrew School and of our Cemetery, with a 
Rabbi who has chosen Saskatoon from many 
other prospects and has made a commitment 
to lead us into that next century. 
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This page is sponsored by Lorna Bernbaum in honour of her parents Dr. Frank and Frances Bernbaum.

and musical motifs of our Nusach HaT’fillah 
show what time of year, month, week, and 
day each service appears, and within the sec-
tions of those services, our Nusach reflects 
the meanings and the moods of our Hebrew 
prayers.  Shabbat prayers are reflective, joy-
ful and restful, weekday prayers are fast and 
perfunctory, High Holy Days prayers portray 
both the awe of God’s Sovereignty and the 
trembling of asking for Forgiveness, and the 
mood of our Three Pilgrimage Festivals is 
mainly joyful (especially for Sukkot Harvest).

As our synagogue and community move 
forward to welcome Rabbi Claudio, Rozy 
and their family, please attend services of-

ten.  Even with this article and other such 
articles that I have written through the years 
to explain our services, there is no substitute 
for simply participating week after week to 
“feel” the rhythm of our services, to learn all 
the melodies, and to let the chant bring you to 
that special place inside your soul.  Whether 
this leads to a sense of God’s presence, the 
experience of the chant “washing over” you 
and bringing you comfort, or simply the joy 
of a Jewish activity shared with other Jews, 
our ancient-yet-modern liturgy can speak to 
your mind, your heart, and your soul. 

vast variety of offerings.
Undergraduate programs include the 

study of human culture and explore fine arts 
at one of the top music schools in the world. 
“We have a partnership with various schools 
to combine studio classes with Hebrew 
University classes,” he says. Other areas of 
study include philosophy, religion, history, 
and language and literature. Even those who 
are not enrolled in a degree program are 
welcome to attend individual courses in their 
area of interest, such as local diplomats.

One especially popular program is called 
“Spring in Jerusalem” and it’s a partnership 
with Harvard University. “The top students 
are accepted and it’s an extremely prestigious 
and highly-respected program, and it’s very 
successful, launching our graduates on to 
other studies,” he adds. 

Another program focuses on Judaism and 
Christianity for people who want to explore 
religious roots of two faiths that share a 
common foundation. 

There are several graduate programs as 
well, including non-profit management and 
leadership, and global/local studies. Human 
rights and international law as well as 
international public health are also popular 
programs. 

It’s not too early to start during a student’s 
high school years to look into attendance at 
Hebrew University. A full listing of subject 
areas and application forms are available at 
the website, and the list is extensive. “Students 
will enjoy a one-of-a-kind education with a 
wonderful cultural component,” he concludes. 
“We welcome students to consider an exciting 
and enriching learning experience.”

A unique study experience awaits students 
at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 
Open to students of all disciplines, faiths, 
and traditions, scholars have travelled from 
every corner of the globe to study in one of 
the oldest civilized areas of the world, soaking 
up the culture and language and enjoying the 
extensive research goals of the university.

Founded in 1925 by prestigious leaders 
and thinkers such as Sigmund Freud, Albert 
Einstein and Martin Buber, the university was 
established on the principles of no limits and 
no borders. The goals have not changed in the 
years since those tentative beginnings, some 
23 years before the state of Israel became a 
reality.

Moshik Galanty, National Director of 
Student and Academic Affairs, encourages 
students to consider the many opportunities 
to complete part or all of their degree studies 
with the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 

“We have partnerships with several 
Canadian universities, such as McGill, UBC, 
University of Alberta and the University 
of Saskatchwan,” he says. “And we also 
have many scholarship programs which 
students may apply for. As one of the best 
100 universities in the world we have 
been recognized as having many exciting 
programs.” Students do not need to be Jewish 
to apply for scholarships or to enroll in a 
program of studies, with over 200 students 
sent abroad to study at the university in Israel, 
where they enjoy unique programs that will 
enhance their learning as they head to their 
future in public policy, management, foreign 
office and diplomatic careers.

More information can be found at www.

Exciting Opportunity for Study at the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem

by H. C. Miller

cfhu.org. As well, a support group known as 
the Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University 
in Jerusalem has established provincial 
chapters, with the contact information 
available on the website. Galanty urges 
students to get involved locally. Academic 
research is a big part of Hebrew University, 
which has established itself at the forefront of 
international science. From biotechnology to 
astrophysics to cancer research, the university 
has approximately 3800 research projects 
in process, with 1500 new projects started 
each year.“During the past three years we’ve 
been concentrating on developing additional 
graduate and undergraduate programs. 
Everything is in English and the courses 
are recognized at a Canadian university, if 
they wish to do just a semester abroad with 
Hebrew University,” continues Galanty. 
“Others prefer to attend for a full year, and 
a summer program is available, which is a 
one or two month commitment, so it’s very 
flexible.”The beauty of the program, he adds, 
is that it’s not just an academic education. “It 
is partially in class and out of class. We want 
them to take advantage of being in Israel, to 
be open to such a variety of opportunities, 
with students exploring the country with field 
trips, alternative lectures, and meeting people 
as well as seeing historical sites,” he says.

Some students come for a semester or a 
year, and then they decide to stay to complete 
their studies. “With Israel being a hub to 
Europe, they can enrich their international 
experience, all the while getting their degree,” 
he adds. A social activity program is built in 
as well, allowing students to choose their 
interest and attend whatever they like from a 
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Yahrtzeits
May 4/5 Iyar 12/13
Minni Rogers May 4 (12)*
Edith Koffman May 4 (12)*
Tully Conn May 4 (12)
Aharon Mizrahi May 4 (12)
Maurice Handelman May 5 (13)
Viktor Pollak May 5 (13)*
Sam Sadowsky May 7 (15)
Karen Fogel May 7 (15)*
Alex Fayerman May 7 (15)
Percy Stollar May 8 (16)*
Sarah Adelman May 8 (16)
Anton Kamenicky May 8 (16)
Robert Gitlin May 8 (16)*
Helen Singer May 9 (17)*
L. Strayer May 10 (18)
Sidney Panar May 10 (18)
Clara Golumbia May 10 (18)
Marion Vickar May 10 (18)*
Lewis Horwitz May 10 (18)

May 11/12 Iyar 19/20
Joseph Winestock May 11 (19)
Michael Davidner May 11 (19)*
William Laimon May 12 (20)*
Minnie Katz Schell May 12 (20)*
Lena Sugarman May 13 (21)
Anthony Burtnick May 13 (21)
Feiga Shendelzon May 13 (21)
Tillie Scharfstein May 13 (21)*
Sadie Smith May 14 (22)
Benjamin Ollman May 14 (22)
Sam Davidner May 14 (22)*
Solomon Dragushan May 15 (23)
Herman Green May 15 (23)
Leah Gladstone May 16 (24)
David Rabinovitch May 16 (24)*
Sam Hock May 16 (24)
Mildred Berlow May 16 (24)*
Edith Roth May 16 (24)*
Cerhan Friedman May 16 (24)*
Sylvia Sandbrand May 16 (24)
Esther Solsberg May 17 (25)*

May 18/19 Iyar 26/27
Rachel Muscovitch May 18 (26)
Fred Mendel May 18 (26)*
Ruth Shear May 18 (26)*
Eliezer Goodman May 19 (27)*
Broche Minovitz May 20 (28)
Fanny Rapaport May 20 (28)*
Ethel Spector May 20 (28)*
Frank Gertler May 21 (29)*
Jack H. Litman May 21 (29)
Jack Kaslow May 22 (Sivan 1)
Bernard Sharzer May 22 (1)
William Lutz May 22 (1)*

Abraham Bruser May 24 (3)
Arthur Rose May 24 (3)*
Jacob Mazer May 24 (3)*
Rita Epstein May 24 (3)*

May 25/26 Sivan 4/5
Ben Tartar May 25 (4)
Abram Hoffer May 25 (4)
Albert Epstein May 26 (5)*
Bernard Lehrer May 26 (5)*
Joe Katzman May 26 (5)*
Anita Lefebvre May 26 (5)
Harry Cohen May 27 (6)*
William Grobman May 27 (6)*
Libba Korber May 29 (8)*
Rose Manolson May 29 (8)*
Paul Swartz May 29 (8)
Rose Litman May 29 (8)
Goldie Brounstein May 30 (9)
Semyon Furman May 30 (9)
Lloyd Hock May 31 (10)*

June 1/2 Sivan 11/12
Ida Domey June 1 (11)*
Samuel Golumbia June 2 (12)
Florence Russell June 2 (12)
Abraham Prober June 3 (13)
Sophie Confield June 3 (13)
Bessie Golumbia June 4 (14)*
Nettie Steiger June 4 (14)
Rose Levinton June 4 (14)
Harry Hillman June 5 (15)*
Samuel Schacter June 5 (15)*
Seda Margolis June 6 (16)
Amelia Sandbrand June 7 (17)
Jack Mallin June 7 (17)*
Bathseba Baron June 7 (17)
Marlene Ditlove June 7 (17)*

June 8/9 Sivan 18/19
Selma Green June 8 (18)
Isaac Drabinsky June 9 (19)*
Sonia Churchill June 9 (19)*
Lottie Levitt June 9 (19)*
Sam Landa June 9 (19)
Clarice Buckwold June 9 (19)
Bessie Gladstone June 10  (20)*
Bertha Adler June 10 (20)
Bessie Ames June 11 (21)*
Anna Lehrer June 11 (21)*
Frances Bernbaum June 11 (21)
Sophie Drabinsky June 12 (22)*
Myron Melamede June 12 (22)
Clarice Schwartz June 13 (23)
Jacob Claman June 14 (24)*
Welvel Flikshtyen June 14 (24)

June 15/16 Sivan 25/26
Sam Zaitlen June 15 (25)*
Herman Levin June 15 (25)*

Ruth Bondar June 14 (25)
Vera Barsky June 16 (26)
Israel Ragoff June 16 (26)
Benjamin Rachamim June 16 (26)
Robert Floom June 17 (27)*
Kathryn Cooper June 17 (27)*
Leo Lipcovic June 19 (29)*
Sam Cramer June 19 (29)*
Bernie Reznick June 19 (29)
Max Hock June 20 (30)*
Sara Charach June 20 (30)
Rosa Jerman June 20 (30)
Nathan Gropper June 20 (30)*
Max Gropper June 21 (Tammuz 1)*
Ben Shiffman June 21 (1)

June 22/23 Tammuz 2/3
Stella Hearn June 22 (2)*
Nathan Richman June 23 (3)*
Irma Altschul June 23 (3)*
David Baltzan June 23 (3)*
Bessie Switzer June 25 (5)
Samuel forgan June 25 (5)*
Chaim Tzalkovich June 25 (5)
Zakhar Isaakov June 25 (5)
Rabbi Louis Jacobs June 25 (5)
Evelyn Ross June 26 (6)
Pearl Trute June 26 (6)*
Sidney Buckwold June 26 (6)
Patricia Holtslander June 26 (6)
Beatrice Adilman June 28 (8)
Mary Lifshin June 28 (8)*

June 29/30 Tammuz 9/10
Etta Tadman June 29 (9)*
Toba Woldman June 29 (9)
Anna Dragushan June 30 (10)
Bert Gladstone June 30 (10)*
Irving Jacobsen June 30 (10)
Nathan Adilman July 2 (12)
Walter Merchant July 3 (13)*
Ralph Sugarman July 3 (13)*
Reva Mathews July 4 (14)
Minnie Filer July 4 (14)*
Louis Epstein July 4 (14)

July 6/7 Tammuz 16/17
Schulem Singer July 7 (17)
Faigel Lyons July 7 (17)
Harold Waldman July 7 (17)*
Maria Kolominsky July 7 (17)*
Jack Teskey July 8 (18)*
John Adelman July 8 (18)
Jack Sklar July 9 (19)*
Louis Pollock July 11 (21)*
Etta Gross July 11 (21)
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asado of the Glosser family in Argentina, to 
the kiwi-style chicken of the Silvermans in 
New Zealand; from Costa Rica to Kiev in 
the Ukraine; from Sofia in Bulgaria to Chata-
nooga Tennessee; the Shlichim of the Jewish 
Agency  throughout the world present: This is 
how Jewish communities celebrate Passover 
around the globe. 

The Fenyes Family 
Saskatoon, Canada 

The Family. The Fenyes family invests in 
a single seder more than most of us invest in 
all the seders in our entire life. As usual, you 
look for the mover of this vast production. 
In this case it is Heather Fenyes, the hostess. 

Let’s start with the fact that Heather 
(“Please don’t insult me with ‘Mrs Fenyes’), 
doesn’t know until the last minute how many 
guests she will have, but from the photo we 
can already assume that it won’t be a small, 
intimate seder. 

The Jewish community of Saskatoon, in 
the vast and cold province of Saskatchewan, 
includes about one hundred families, mostly 
Conservative. This is an active and dynamic 
community, and the Fenyes family has a cen-
tral place in the communal events. “You could 
say that my kitchen is a satellite of our syna-
gogue,” Heather laughs. “The congregation is 
invited over to our home fairly often. Alright, 

not all one hundred families show up.” 
The Permanent Hostess. “We always do 

the seder at our house. The invitations go out 
in a very eclectic manner. Besides the nuclear 
family we invite whomever doesn’t have a 
place to go for the seder: friends, congregants, 
out-of-towners, shlichim, everyone. There 
were some seders where we hosted all the 
Jewish college students in Saskatoon. 

Rafi. The family dog, ten years old, is 
considered the fourth child and an honored 
member of the family. 

Logistics. The meal is arranged as a buffet. 
“The seder meal itself is just a large buffet. 
How can you set a formal table when you 
don’t know who’s going to show up?” 

The Preparations. “The preparations 
begin months in advance. First, I prepare our 
own Haggadas in which we add something 
personal every year. In the Haggadas there 
is artwork in the form of photographs, draw-
ings and creative ways of making the text 
come alive. I design special games for the 
seder night that parallel the haggada stories 
and bring them to life. Every year we create 
something around one of the sections of the 
seder. This year for instance I wrote a poem 
about the Hamagid section. 

Prizes. At every seder there are prizes for 
anyone who asks a wise question, even if it’s 
an adult.” 

 A Five-Headed Menorah. “Always on 
the table. Represents the five members of 
the family.” 

Music. “We’re a musical family with musi-
cal friends. My daughter Shira is a classical 
vocalist. In the photo you can see only one 
guitar but at the seder there are at least three 
guitars and two drums. A lot of unofficial 
songs have found their way to our seder 
including Leonard Cohen’s ‘Hallelujah’ for 
example. When the singing starts, the magic 
begins. This is the mesmerizing part of the 
evening and it can go on until the middle of 
the night.” 

The Haggada. The blessings and songs 
are in Hebrew, while the rest is a mixture of 
English and Hebrew. Some of the younger 
children leave after the meal. The older ones 
stay to the end. 

Who Cooks. Heather: “Me. Everything. 
Sometimes the children bring something, but 
because of the nature of the evening, other 
dishes appear around the main buffet which 
are brought by the guests without advance 
warning, so that the buffet is also eclectic 
and includes additional items beyond the 
usual menu. 

Seder Cholent. “I eat legumes, so what. 
Actually, not the entire family likes the idea 
of this cholent. In fact my mother in law to 
this day… How should I put it? You hit a 
sore spot.” 

Local Influences. “In terms of the food, I 
relate better to Israeli and Hungarian cuisine”, 
Heather says. “The local cuisine is a bit bland, 
if you know what I mean. We prefer stronger 
flavors although I’m health-conscious. I al-
ways serve fresh Kale salad.” 

Dessert. Heather serves a fruit pastry which 
is composed of layers of apricots, peaches, 
plums and pineapple, with a Ribas sauce on 
top. According to her, it is not really a pastry 
but more like a compote. “Unfortunately, the 
fruit is preserved and not fresh. Here it is 
still winter although today is pretty warm, 16 
degrees centigrade.” 

Mesubin. “In order to accommodate all 
the guests we sometimes put up a tent in the 
basement to remind us of the exodus, and 
sometimes we lay out a carpet in the garage. 
To me this is the glue that holds the family and 
the congregation together. In my son Noah’s 
words: “Damn, it feels good to be Israeli.” 

Seder Across the Globe... from cover
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The Hebrew School kids wishing 
everyone HAPPY SPRING with 
flowers they made themselves.A glance of the Young Adults 

bowling night extraodinar! 

This is a picture 
that appeared 
in an Israeli 
newspaper on 
Passover around 
the world.

The menu:
- brussel sprouts 
- letcho
- bean cholent
- rice with Moroccan seasoning
- steelhead trout marinated in a  

soy vinagrette
- fresh fruit
- pickled yellow peppers
- trifle:  Passover cake with layers  

of pudding and chocolates
- roasted chicken
- Israeli salad

Letcho recipe:
3 onions
4 large tomatoes
2 red peppers
2 green peppers
Hot dogs or salami
Paprika
Salt
Pepper
Directions:
-Sauté onions till soft
-add hot dogs.
-chop veggies into big chunks
- Sauté all together
-add salt, pepper & lots of sweet paprika
-add a dash of hot paprika
-Cook until it all “mushifies”

Our Community \ Ido Weissler and Ay-
elet Shiryon-Weissler 

The Saskatoon Jewish community was 
founded over a hundred years ago on the 
northern frozen plains of Canada and today 
includes about one hundred families, in a 
city with a population of 250,000. The aver-
age winter temperature is around minus 20 
degrees centigrade and can reach minus 40. 
Regardless of the extreme cold weather, the 
Jewish community is very warm and blossom-
ing. It has a unique relationship with Israel and 
takes on a meaningful role in the life of the 
Saskatoon community at large. Over a decade 
ago the leaders of the congregation decided 
to integrate young shlichim from Israel into 
the community. 

Seder Across the Globe... from page 14

The shlichim from the Jewish Agency, Ido 
Weissler and Ayelet Shiryon-Weissler, have 
been serving the Saskatoon community for 
the past year and a half. They organize edu-
cational and cultural activities for the Jewish 
holidays and work to strengthen ties with 
Israel. They will be returning home soon to 
Israel and will vacate their position for the 
next shlichim. 

 
But we still have three months together 

and we look forward to getting the most out 
of them!

Love,
Ido, Ayelet and the Baby.
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* Bema Roster

AhAREy	MOT-KEdOshIM

*seth	shacter

EMOR

*June	Avivi

BIRKAT	hAhOdEsh
B’hAR	-B’huKOTAI

*simonne	horwitz

EREv	shAvuOT
B’MIdBAR

7:30PM	special	shavuot	
young	Adults	get	together	

(place	TBA)
*david	Katzman

NAsP

*Marsha	scharfstein

B’hA’AlOTEKhA

	*Jan	Gitlin

BIRKAT	hAhOdEsh
shElAh-lEKhA

Rishona	Avivi		Bat	Mitzvah
*heather	Fenyes

KORAh

levitt-stromberg	Bar	Mitzvah

	*heather	Fenyes

huKKAT

*Franci	holtslander

6	pm	service
hebrew	school	service	+	
shared	shabbat	dinner.

*Perry	Jacobson

8	pm	service
Oneg

*harold	shiffman

holy	Pan	Cooking	Class
7	pm

Breakfast	Club
10	am

OFFICE	ClOsEd Board	Meeting

4:15	pm
	hebrew	school	Final	Picnic

6	pm	service

B’nai	Brith	Gerry	Rose	dinner

*heather	Fenyes

8	pm	service
Oneg

*steven	simpson

Board	Meeting

Breakfast	Club
10	am

holy	Pan	Cooking	Class

shAvuOT	dAy	1
yIzKOR

	4:15pm
	hebrew	school	Israel	day

10:00am	helpers	at	TCu	for	set	
up.		doors	open	5:45


