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Monday, May 10, 2010
TCU Place

With celebrity guest

Caroline Rhea

Tickets are still available.

Purchase your tickets online at silverspoondinner@gmail.com
Ticket Price $150
Please make cheques payable to Silver Spoon Dinner
VISA accepted, courtesy of TD Canada Trust
For more information call Wendy Ditlove at 374-8848

Caroline Rhea bio on page 14

Yom Ha'Shoah

Holocaust Memorial Service

Sunday, April 18th, 2010 • 1:30 pm
Congregation Agudas Israel - 715 McKinnon Avenue, Saskatoon

Keynote Speaker: Regine Frankel

Regine was born in France, July 16th, 1930. As a child she studied piano, accordion, ballet
and gymnastics. She performed with her brother and sister for various schools and special
concerts in France before the war, Regine and her whole family were hidden during the
war. Come and hear Regine's special story of her and her family at the 2010 Yom Ha'Shoah
Memorial Service.
Ron and Jan Gitlin, Co-Chairpersons Holocaust Memorial Committee

Congregational 2nd Seder
Tuesday, March 30 at 6:00 p.m. (to 9 pm)

Egalitarian Seder and an Excellent Dinner
15-adult = $25 • 7-14 = $15 • 3-6 = $5

maximum per family = $70

Come share Passover with our CAI "congregational family"!
RSVP CANTOR NEIL - 222-6061
This page is sponsored by Naomi Rose and Stan Sinai of Toronto.

Deadline for the next Bulletin is April 12, 2010

by Akosiererem Sokaribo
Going away from
family is both exciting
and frightening. Exciting because you are going to live on your own,
making you feel like a mini adult; frightening
because one does not know how to survive
without parents. When I got to Canada one of
the things that was running through my mind
apart from the fact I was missing home and my
family and how different will the service be
from the service I am used
to back home. The first time
I walked into the Agudas
Israel synagogue, the first
thing I was looking for was
a jazz band, because praises
is the best part of Shabbat
worship. I was disappointed
when I did not find one and I
wondered if they sing here,
but before the end of the
service they did sing and I
loved the songs I remember
singing like adon olum.
One of the things that occurred to me on my
way home was how different the service was
from the Shabbat service I was used to attending back home. It also occurred to me that
Shabbat worship is everywhere but different
synagogues conduct their services in different ways. And I reflected back home how a
Shabbat service is conducted.
Shabbat is the day I look forward to. The
day for me usually starts with my family
studying the bible, singing and praying to-

Shabbat in Nigeria
gether. After that we start preparing to go to
the synagogue. We are always making strict
rules to be fast with our preparation and go to
the synagogue early but we almost always go
late. The name of the synagogue we attend is
Brit Olam Kehilah Messianic community in
Lagos, Nigeria. Fifty to 100 people usually attend a service and our dress code is white. The
service starts by 9.00 am and runs until 5.00
pm. The time may seem long but believe me it
is not usually enough. We start with praise and

prayers, we read from the siddur, some are
reading while standing others while kneeling
down. Worship runs for one hour after which
we go for an hour break. After break comes
my favorite part of the service. We sing in different languages ranging from Igbo, Yoruba,
English, and Hebrew. Somebody leads the
praise and we respond at the top of our voices
and dance. Different kinds of instruments
are used during praises. After praises we go
into the Torah service and finally we give
testimonies, a period when
anyone may tell the assembly about something special.
We rejoice and pray with the
person and finally we say
our prayers, do Havdalah
and the service ends.
I just cannot help but
smile at the difference between the Shabbat service I
attend in Nigeria and the one
I attend here In Canada. I
see myself as lucky because
after learning from home, I
have the opportunity of meeting wonderful
people here and also learning more from them.

We sing in different languages ranging
from Igbo, Yoruba, English, and Hebrew.
Somebody leads the praise and we
respond at the top of our voices and
dance.
worship which runs for one hour; after that
we go into Shabbat reasoning during which a
person teaches us on a particular subject after
which we bring in our ideas, make comments
and ask questions until 12.00 noon. It is followed by Shabbat worship. During Shabbat
worship we line up in rows, the men in front
and women at the back. A person leads the

Editor’s note: Sok is a student at the University of Saskatchewan and hopes to enter
the College of Pharmacy. She is an active
member of JSA.
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GUEST EDITORIAL :

THEOLOGY
AND GEOLOGY
by Ned Garstad
After the recent earthquakes off Haiti’s
coast, some have added malice to misfortune.
They have done this by implying or declaring
that God wills earthquakes. In making this use
of a human catastrophe, these commentators
have ignored the difference between theology
and geology. This abuse of others’ suffering
ranges from the banal to blasphemous fundamentalism.
Blasphemous fundamentalism? Just do a
search of the internet with the following three
words: “Pat Robertson Haiti.” This man declares that his god is using these natural events
as a way of reeking vengeance upon Haitians
for having a unique religious history; one that
is not a fundamentalist form of Christianity.
Sound familiar? Anytime someone blames a
god for causing human catastrophes, they are
preaching madness, pretending that reality can
be suspended for mystical retribution. These
fundamentalist teachings also imply that the
divine is a cruel, vindictive, petty sadist which
cannot be trusted. If this were true, it would
render God unworthy of worship. Thankfully,
fundamentalists only speak for their own gods.
In conversation, a friend (who is soon to
join our Jewish family) responded to these
ideological abuses, making the following
observation. Earthquakes of comparable magnitude to the one that struck Haiti happen off
the coast of Japan. The scale of devastation is
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The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel

Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home committed
to deepening the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in
the historical traditions of the Jewish people. We are a progressive, democratic and sensitive
congregation responding to the widest spectrum of Jewish thought and practice.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:
Dean, Arlene and Garrett Deobold : My wife Arlene, my son Garrett and I are residents
of Dundurn Sask. I am employed at the Canadian Forces facility there. Arlene is a full-time
homeschool teacher/homemaker. As of today Garrett
is an aspiring fireman, construction foreman, rabbi,
sofer, hazzan etc., etc.! We consider ourselves extremely
blessed to be members at Congregation Agudas Israel,
and look forward to being part of the
community here.
Thomas and Christina Weiss
of Rosetown, Sask. Thomas is a podiatrist
and Christina a travel writer.
Thank You and Todah Rabbah to:
The Frances Bernbaum Estate which made a major contribution to
the Saskatoon Jewish Foundation.
MAZEL TOV AND CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Dwight Newman on the publication of his book, The Duty to Consult,
New Relationships with Aboriginal People.
Lisa and Harold Shiffman on the birth of their son.
Aaron Alwyn Shiffman arrived on Thurs., February 18th.
Get Well Wishes to:
Mirka Pollak
considerably smaller in Japan. The difference
between the two countries is not divine favour.
Economic development has afforded the
Japanese earthquake resistant infrastructure.
Poverty has prevented this in Haiti.
The causes of an earthquake are entirely
geological. To pretend that theologians have
any light to shed on the mechanics of earthquakes is idiocy. Poverty, on the other hand,
has complex and utterly human causes and
effects. Theology is a voice among a host
of other learned disciplines which address
poverty in all its urgencies.
As Jews, our theology has a name: Torah.
By the Torah, poverty is understood to be
caused by violating the communal obliga-
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tion upon those with more than enough to
constructively care for those with less than
enough (Deut. 15:4-11). In a world united by
migration, markets and technology, our sense
of obligation can not be justly limited to those
of our particular region, religion or nation.
Our community is global. Our land is Earth.
Ultimately, we are one humanity.
When our land quakes, when our community stands in need, it is of our wealth that we
are obligated to assist others. Concrete tzeddakah, not fine thoughts and feelings alone.
Editor's Note: Nearly a year into his life as a
Jew, Ned Garstad is a new member of Congregation Agudas Israel.
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Sitting in Front of My Computer - President's Report

by Heather Fenyes, President
Weeks ago, the
world’s attention
was riveted on the
devastation in Haiti.
We were transfixed
by a disaster bigger
than our minds could
grasp. I didn’t look to G-d for an explanation.
I was however, transported back decades to
my first year geology class.
I can still hear the warning of my charismatic professor when he predicted this inevitability. He wasn’t prophetic, but pragmatic.
He identified the sociological context of
poverty, combined with the geological reality
of a fault line. On January 13th, his prediction
became the world’s tragedy.
And then, when I wasn’t looking, I found
G-d. The atheist would say the true human
spirit was aroused. The activist, observe how
a genuine cause impels action. The philosopher would consider the nature of poverty,
man and the human condition. I found G-d.

Martin Buber, a Jewish philosopher born
in 1878 described a relationship where we
engage in a dialogue involving “each others”
whole being. This happens when entities,
without trying, connect in a meaningful “real”
way, and in doing so, find G-d in the connection. For me, this was January 14th.
As Jews, and humans we have a moral imperative to better our world; we call it tikkun
olam. While we work together to stop the
bleeding, the world’s minds, hearts and efforts
must be directed to the roots of the problem. I
know world poverty, political oppression and
war aren’t solved as we do laundry, or work to
pay the bills, but if we apply the energy and
connectedness to improving our world that we
saw in the aftermath of the disaster, I believe
in the possibility of the impossible.
Here, in our small community we too acted
with swift and sound goodness. Within 48
hours, the board of trustees donated $1000.00
to Haitian relief through United Israel Appeal.
Even before we gathered as a Board, we were

compelled to this mitzvah.
And then, in the way goodness multiplies,
this single act grew. Congregation Agudas
Israel is not a charitable organization, but a
charity. We seek financial support to ensure
our survival. We needed to create a mechanism to give back in a way that is financially
responsible. Consequently, we announce with
pride, passion and true intention, the creation
of the Rabbi Roger Pavey Tikkun Olam fund.
This fund is established in the memory of
a man who believed unconditionally in our
collective responsibility towards one another.
He created relationships within in our community, our city and our world that mirrored
his commitment to tikkun olam. And so we
remember him by establishing a fund that will
enable us to participate in the process of repair.
B’nai Brith made the first donation of
$5000.00. So, we are immediately on the
road to goodness. Now – it’s up to the rest of
continued on page 13

Hazzan’s
Notes: A Meaningful Passover
by Hazzan Neil Schwartz
It seems that there
are three main aspects
of Passover: getting
ready for the holiday, the Seder(s), and
surviving a week of
eating Passover food.
In our community we
have a wide range of observance for all three
of these aspects. This article will describe
some different options to help you have a
meaningful Passover in Saskatoon.
Getting ready for Passover often involves
a version of Spring Cleaning, particularly for
the kitchen. Some households might remove
all leavened foods such as bread, cereal, pasta,
cookies, etc. Some people go further and remove processed foods that are not specifically
marked for Passover use. Others might just
eat Matzah rather than bread for the week of
Passover, without removing much food.
Cleaning a kitchen can take different
forms also. Some households might scrub
all the appliances and cupboards, and literally “change the dishes” to Passover pots and
pans, flatware and silverware. Some people
go further and do a thorough Spring Cleaning
of the entire house before the holiday. Others
might use their regular dishes and utensils, and
just modify what they eat during the week of
Passover.
There are many different kinds of Seder
which various people can find meaningful,
and there are many versions of the Haggadah.
In some families a traditional Seder fills their

needs, with a mix of Hebrew and English
along with lots of singing. Other families
find meaning in an interpretive version of the
Seder, with modern readings that supplement
or even replace much of the Haggadah text.
Families with young children may prefer an
abbreviated Seder that concentrates on songs
and stories.
In a traditional Seder, there is a chanted
“Table of Contents” which lists the sections
of the ritual meal. Some of the highlights include four cups of wine or grape juice, parsley
or celery which is dipped in salt water, the
Four Questions (Mah Nishtanah?), the Ten
Plagues, “Dayyeinu”, blessings for Matzah
and Maror, sweet Charoset, a good dinner,
finding the Afikoman, opening the door for
Elijah, songs such as “Who Knows One?” and
“Chad Gadya”, and the concluding statement
“Next year in Jerusalem”.
If one wishes to keep some of the Passover
dietary restrictions during the entire week,
then an easy way to do so is simply to “eat
natural” for a week. There is no need for Passover symbols on fresh fruits and vegetables,
and even “pure” processed foods like milk,
tea and 100% juice may be considered OK by
many people. For others, it may be meaningful to avoid bread and baked goods for a week,
but not to totally revise other aspects of what
they usually eat.
Some people have questions about a
category of foods known as “kitniyot” or
legumes, which may include corn syrup and
corn oil. Many religious leaders in the Con-

servative Movement accept the eating of these
foods on Passover, while some prefer to avoid
these foods. Most Sefardic Jews consider rice
to be an acceptable food on Passover, while
Ashkenazic Jews may tend to eat potatoes
more often than might be usual.
Because we are such a diverse community,
this article is descriptive of a wide range of
Passover practices. If anyone would like to
discuss specifics, including options for your
family Seder, please feel free to contact me by
phone or e-mail. We do have Passover food
available to us in a few stores, particularly
the Safeway stores at Centre Mall and at 8th
and Cumberland.
May you have an enjoyable and meaningful Passover holiday!

Successful investing
starts with
CIBC Wood Gundy

CIBC

Wood Gundy

Ron Holmes

(306) 975-3818 or 1-800-561-3800
CIBC Wood Gundy is a division of CIBC World Markets
Inc., a subsidiary of CIBC and Member CIPF
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by Simonne Horwitz
“The rain”, the Rabbi
of the Wall, Shmuel
Rabinovitz, stated on
Israeli national radio,
“the rain is G-d’s way
of showing he is angry,
he made it rain to punish
the women”.
This
seemed somewhat ironic to me – in a country
like Israel which is thirsty for water, surely a
rainstorm is a blessing not a curse. Don’t we
pray in the Amidah during this season:
“masheev ha’rua’ch u’moreed
hagashem”
“Who causes the wind to blow and the
rain to fall.”
G-d, I thought, was smiling. SHE was
blessing the 150 women who had defiantly
gathered at the Kotel – the Western Wall
in Jerusalem – despite the pouring rain, to
proudly wearing an array of Tallitot, to sing
and pray aloud and to carry sefrey Torahs.
For so many the wall is a symbol of
holiness, of Judaism, of prayer. We send little
notes with those heading to the holy land so
that they might put them in the wall as if G-d
hears the prayers written on the notes left in
crevices in the wall more than the prayers
we utter anywhere else. The Kotel is a place
that should represent everything that is good
about Judaism and Israel and yet it does not.
The wall is segregated by gender – not
only is it segregated but the segregation is
drastically unequal. Anyone who has been
to the wall knows the men’s side is not only
larger but only the men have access to the
sanctuary. Not only is the Kotel segregated
by gender but it is under the control of a
Haredi Rabbi, the current Rabbi of the Wall
being Shmuel Rabinovitz. On his watch the
Wall has become an Ultra-Orthodox shul, a
place where their rules and only their rules
abide. In their dominant interpretation of
Halachah, women may not pray aloud or
sing in the presence of men, women may not
read from the Torah or wear a tallit, although
other interpretations of Jewish law permits
women to perform these mitzvot.
While many might see the inequality
in this situation, few actually took on the
Goliath fight. The heroes of this struggle
have been the Women of the Wall (WOW),
who since 1989 have gathered at the wall on
Rosh Chodesh to pray and worship in a form
that they feel is not only morally correct
but which they can relate to as observant
Jewish women. The architect of the group
is former Israeli champion swimmer, and
former Jerusalem City Councillor (who for
14 years was a leading oppositional voice on
the right wing and ultra-Orthodox council)
and human rights activist Anat Hoffman.

Women of the Wall
The regular meetings of the group have
drawn the wrath of the Haredi community
who has verbally and physically assaulted
WOW, in some cases hurling rocks, which
led to the hospitalisation of several women.
In response WOW appealed to the Israeli
state to protect their rights as Jewish women.
In the absense of a constitution the issue was
contested on the basic law which protects the
“sensibilities of Jews at worship”. It was the
sensibilities of the Haredi minority that the
state was protecting, placing one subset of
religious observers over another. For twelve
years Anat and the WOW fought for their
rights to pray at the wall as they saw fit. For
twelve years obstacle after obstacle, hurdle
after hurdle marred their path. Eventually
in May 2002 the Supreme Court granted
the WOW the right to meet and pray in the
Women’s section of the Kotel. The victory,
however was short-lived, a number of Haredi
political parties attempted to introduce bills
to the Knesset which would make ‘nontraditional’ ways of praying at the wall an
offense punishable by seven years in prison.
While the bill was not passed the Supreme
Court bowed to pressure and reconsidered
the earlier decision. Almost a year after the
original decision and the Israeli government’s
ban on WOW meeting to worship in the
main public area at the Wall was upheld on
the grounds that their actions were a threat to
public safety and order. They did however
offer WOW an alternative site to the south of
the main wall.
I first heard about Women of the Wall
when I heard Anat Hoffman speak at Limmud
in South Africa in 2009. I was moved and
inspired by her message, her passion and her
commitment. The fight of the WOW was
something that struck a cord deep within me.
Then last month WOW hit a turning point,
twenty years into their continuous efforts.
On November 19th, 2009 Nofrat Frenkel
was arrested at the Wall for wearing her tallit
and praying at the Wall. This was the first
time a Jew had been arrested for praying in
the land of the Jews. The worldwide outcry
that followed Nofrat’s arrest inspired me and
others to join with WOW.
On Rosh Hodesh Tevet (December 18th,
2009), in the pouring rain I was one of the
153 women from Israel and around the world
who gathered at the wall. Young and old,
lesbian and straight, immigrants, sabras,
and visitors all stood together in solidarity,
joined by the one belief we all shared that
women should have the rights to choose how
we want to pray. We all shared the belief
so well articulated by Anat in the simple
statement “there is more than one way to be
Jewish”.

What I experienced by being part of WOW
was one of the most moving, powerful,
and rain-drenched experiences I have been
fortunate to have been part of. Gathered in
front of the wall we huddled close together
protecting one another as much from the rain
as from the abuse of the men and women
who watched. The rain – the nurturing rain
which Israel needs to survive bucketed down
nurturing the earth,
just as women are
nurturers.
Those who oppose the Women of the Wall
suggest that the group has a political agenda
rather than a “sincere desire to pray”. Yet,
seldom have I experienced such a beautiful
and powerful sense of Kavanah as being one
of the women standing in front of the wall
praying as a group. In stark contrast to the
battery of insults and the crys of “gevalt”
(a yiddish expression of alarm, shock, or
dismay) that were hurled in our direction by
the Haredi who had turned from their own
prayers to disrupt ours, we focused harder on
our prayers and did not let ourselves become
distracted.
Almost all the women wore tallitot –
some hidden under rain coats others proudly
displayed – in solidarity with Norfrat. After
davening Shachrit and Hillil we began to
move towards the South wall carrying the
two torah scrolls. Anat and Nofrat walked
slowly in front, we followed singing:
“Kol Ha olam kulo gesher tzar meod”
“The Entire World is a Narrow Bridge,
But the Main Thing is Not to Fear”
A song of courage and defiance, which meant
so much to me as I associate it with my trips
to Poland and with my work in Holocaust
education. For me it is a song of hope and
comfort.
As the Haredi men and some women
continued to hurl insults, and spit in our
direction, we proudly followed the leaders,
convinced we were doing the right thing,
following what was good and morally
correct in Judaism. The rain meant we were
not able to do a full torah service and I could
not have the Alyah that Anat had set aside for
me, but knowing that she had done so meant
the world to me – as did being an active part
of something I feel is so important.
The WOW are a model of persistence, to
me they represent what is morally correct
about Judaism, what will keep us alive as a
Jewish people. They represent the freedom
of choice, the real spirit of worship and the
equality which I feel is inherent in Judaism.
When will the powers that be stop to see that
rather than a threat to peace and order these
women are the true soul of Judaism? It is
continued on page 14
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Women’s Role in Judaism

by Dale Sands
We have recently
heard about the plight
of the Women of the
Wall from Simonne
Horwitz and Marcia
Scharfstein gave an
inspired D’Var Torah
on women performing
Mitzvah on Shabbat of Jan 23rd, 2010.
The groups of Ultra Orthodox that are persecuting the Women of the Wall are blatantly
ignoring teaching from the Torah itself as well
as some of the Kabbalistic teaching that they
use as guidance in some matters.
There is a D’Var Torah that proves women
have a valuable and very special place in Judaism despite what those men at the Wall have
to say about these matters.
The source for my comments is from a
book by a favourite author of mine, Aryeh
Kaplan. The book is titled Immortality,
Resurrection and the Age of the Universe, A
Kabbalistic View. Most of the book does not
have a lot to do with the subject at hand but
there is a small section that is titled Male and
Female and points out some very interesting
teachings from the Torah itself that gives
women a prominent role in Judaism.
I will have to set up the view of male and
female before we can move on.

by Ralph Katzman

As most are aware the Torah teaches that
Hashem created male and female. When a
man and woman live together in holiness the
Divine Presence rests between them. According to the ancient sages a man and woman
represent a Yud and Heh which are the first
two letters of God’s name. These two letters
also represent wisdom and understanding.
Wisdom is the male portion and understanding
the female portion.
Wisdom is necessary for beginnings and
understanding the past, while understanding
is necessary to know how to make use of that
wisdom. According to this view man’s element is the past and woman’s is the future.
I suspect that most of these men that have
persecuted the Women of the Wall think that
the Torah was given to men exclusively, and
if they would read the Torah it goes like this.
Shemot (Exodus 19:3)” Thus shall you
say to the house of Jacob”-the women-”and
tell the sons of Israel. This passage is relating to the giving of the Torah. It was given
to women first. It was done this way because
the Torah represented the entire future of the
Jewish people.
There is also a Torah that is exclusively
feminine that comes from Proverbs 1:8 “Hear,
my son, the teaching of your father and do
not abandon the Torah of your mother” The

sages teach that “the teaching of your father”
refers to the Torah given at Sinai, while the
Torah of your mother” refers to customs that
would be innovated in the future. It is this
verse that gives us an obligation to abide by
such customs.
I am aware of the teaching that states
women are exempted from the commandments of head and hand tefillin as well the
Shema, and tzizzit.
On the matter of the tzizzit when we look
at the section of the Shema in our Siddur
which talks about them, it states that the
people Israel shall put fringes on the corners
of their garments and bind a thread of blue to
the fringe of each corner. Numbers 15:37-41.
I haven’t had the chance to sit in a Yeshiva
and break this apart but from my own knowledge up to this point people usually means the
whole of a society not just men. I have never
seen the reason behind not allowing women
to wear Tallitot.
These men at the Wall are also completely
forgetting that Rosh Chodesh was given
to women as a festival for them alone as a
reward for not participating in the sin of the
Golden Calf. I have to thank aish.com for the
following section.
“And Aaron said: Take the earrings from

continued on page 13

Spring, 2010 Cemetery Report

As Spring approaches, we are once again
planning the season’s challenges and on-going
maintenance of the Hebrew Cemetery.
We have five unveilings, the majority
of them in June. We prefer to not schedule
unveilings before June 1st, in order to give
us time to groom the grounds from the past
winter.
We are applying once again for a summer

Business Slipping Away?

Maybe you are paying too
much for your steel?
Call Toll Free:

1-800-667-5353

Bucket Service Available
New Steel and Pipe
Used Steel and Pipe

INLAND STEEL PRODUCTS INC
President: Mark Ditlove
Saskatoon

student’s position, which will be partially
funded by government. As well, we have a
full time maintenance person, as we have
done for the past number of years. This will
ensure that our grounds continue to present a
park-like atmosphere of peace and respectful
tranquility.
We hope to remove the concrete curbs
around the final 49 graves this summer, and
if time and funding allows, we will begin on
removing those concrete grave covers which
are deteriorating. To remove all of these will
be a five or six year project.
We hope to have the new storage building
erected this summer as well as up-date our
equipment. The building plan calls for a 40
foot x 28 foot structure on a concrete slab, and
will include some portion for some Chevra
Kadish needs. In order to accommodate this
building to its most advantageous efficiency,
it will be necessary to move the power. However, this should also allow us to eventually
install some security lights along the front of
the cemetery. With the introduction of this
new building, we will be able to offer the use
of the paved road for 98% of our congrega-

This page is sponsored by Gladys Rose of Toronto
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tions needs, thus no longer having to deal
with muddy conditions of the very minimal
East road.
As Chairman of the Cemetery Committee I have been appointed to a Provincial
Government committee which is examining
all cemeteries in the Province, with a view to
ensuring proper perpetual care in the future,
as well as what to do with cemeteries which
are presently lying abandoned.
The present Board-Approved cost of funerals is as follows:
Members - $7,000.00
Non-members - $11,000.00
There is a proposal being floated by many
cemetery owners in Saskatchewan that a
Provincial Flower Day be established to
encourage people to visit their loved ones at
least once a year. This would be similar to the
day which we have between Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur.
If you have any questions or concerns
regarding the cemetery, please contact me,
Ralph Katzman, through the Jewish Community Centre.

Insights From The Guide
by Eugene B. Borowitz (Part One)
by Dr. Lou Horlick, O.C., S.O.M., M.D., FRCPCC
From Choices in
Modern Jewish
Thought-a Partisan
Guide- by Eugene B. Borowitz. Published
in 1983.
Borowitz has been regarded as the ‘dean’
of American Jewish philosophers. He has
served as the Professor of Education and
Jewish Religious Thought at the New York
School of Hebrew Union College Jewish Institute of Religion since 1962 and has written
many articles on various aspects of Jewish
religious thought
Preface: “in few other periods have so
many divergent theories of Judaism been
proposed as in the twentieth century. This
book responds to an unprecedented challenge modernity has issued to the Jewish
faith. Large numbers of our community doubt
God’s existence, are skeptical of the revelation of the Torah, and cannot believe that the
Jewish people have a unique role in human
history. Not since Rabbinic Judaism became
the accepted standard for Jewish living has
so great a proportion of our community been
unobservant of the law, ignorant of our heritage, and only mildly discontented with such
minimal Jewishness.” In this book Borowitz
has examined the responses of seven important Jewish intellectuals to the problems
mentioned above. The first of these was Herman Cohen.
Herman Cohen 1842-1918,
He was the son of a cantor. He originally
studied at the Jewish Theological Seminary
of Breslau, but turned from rabbinic study to
philosophy. In 1876 he became Professor of
Philosophy at the University of Marburg and
remained there until his retirement in 1912.
He then lived in Berlin and taught at the
liberal Hochschule fur die wissenschaft des
judentums. Cohen’s main achievements and
his renown as a philosopher are linked to the
neo Kantian Marburg School which he established with his theistic belief in the dignity
of man. In Cohen’s early system of thought,
ethics were central and God merely an ‘idea in
religion’ that fortified the ethical life, as well

as a ‘force preserving the universe’. Later
when his attitude toward religion changed,
Cohen began to see religion and faith in God
as vital for the individual’s salvation.
His views about religion grew out of his
passionate concern with ethics. He believed
that an ethic must be universal, and take the
form of law for all people. He argued that
we should keep all the observances of our
faith which sensitized us and empowered
us to be ethical. He meant that any rational
person needs a ‘God Idea’ to bring together a
coherent world view. Thus God becomes the
mechanism through which ethical behavior
is encouraged, enforced, and sins forgiven
and Judaism becomes ‘a religion of reason.’
His most important book The religion
of reason from the sources of Judaism was
published a year after his death. Cohen’s religious philosophy became theocentric; Human
reason, culture and everything vital to man are
not just the products of human thought but
have their source in God. Man’s ideal should
be a whole hearted attempt to imitate God and
to approach the ideal of God’s own holiness.
Man should become a co-partner with God
in perfecting the work of creation. It is the
Jewish people’s task to hasten the messianic
era by serving as God’s agent on earth, living
as a model community and working for social
justice and universal peace.
Cohen encouraged the integration of Jews
into society as a primary religious duty-they
did not need to become Christians in order to
integrate if they pursued a religion of reason.

He interpreted Judaism as a religion, not as
a people. He was a vigorous anti Zionist and
anti Nationalist. He believed that the Jewish
people had a mission to instruct humankind
in the notion of ethical monotheism, and to
disseminate it to all mankind.
He died before his definitive thoughts on
this topic could be published, and the young
philosopher Franz Rosenzweig edited the
work and called it The Religion of Reason
out of the sources of Judaism.
Cohen rejected Zionism believing that its
national emphasis ran counter to Judaism’s
universalist ideal.
Despite his liberal and ethical approach to
Judaism, Cohen made room in his system for
the observance of the Mitzvoth, the commandments which he traced directly to God, and
which he considered the Jew’s duty to obey.
Leo Baeck – 1873-1956
Baeck was born in Oppeln, Germany. He is
best known for his book The Essence of Judaism which he wrote in response to Harnack’s
The Essence of Christianity, which was based
on the life of Jesus and his teachings. Baeck
believed that Judaism was not based on the life
and works of a single person, but on the works
of a succession of teachers. For Baeck, the
validity of Judaism did not rest on the unique
event of Sinai, but on the truth of the central
ideas which Jewish people have maintained
over the ages such as the primacy of their
social relationship to God-‘the primacy of the
deed rather than that of the heart.’ He agreed
continued on page 13
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at Grosvenor

by Karen Dawson, President
CAI Sisterhood
was pleased that the
Shabbat Family Dinner in January was
another great success.
Eighty people came
together to take part
in Friday Services and share a delicious meal
prepared by Linda Shaw and her team of helpers. The small community of Hebrew School
children did a fabulous job and were lead by

Sisterhood Report

Noah and Elie Fenyes and Rishona Avivi, to
whom we owe a huge Thank You!! We would
not have been able to do it without them.
Many Sisterhood members did meaningful
readings and prayers during the service, which
also included a talk on Environmentalism and
the Hebrew School. The table decorations
looked lovely, and were green in coordination with the environmental theme; Plant and
Preserve. Jo Ann Jaffe did a fantastic job as
Master of Ceremonies, and the evening was

enjoyed by all!
Sisterhood sponsored the Purim Carnival
lunch this year, and Noga's cooking class
helped prepare Hamentashen - which we all
enjoyed at the Carnival!
The next meeting will be announced in the
coming weeks, and community members will
be notified. All women in the community are
welcome - please join us!

From Our Tel Aviv Desk
by Keren-Or and Lior
Shalom Dear Members,
A short article published this week (mid
February)in Yediot Ahronot (“the newspaper
of the country”, as it calls itself) described
the academic debate regarding global
heating – or the Green House effect – stating
that quite a number of world-known scientist
are having second thoughts on whether the
world is actually getting warmer, and if so
– whether it’s due to human activity. One
thing’s for sure – the timing for such an
article was perfect: here in Israel we are
(were…) in the midst of a true summer way
into February. This week’s summer weather
- in the middle of the winter - was one of
the most unique in decades. Temperatures
reached more than 30 degrees Celsius (mid
80’s in Fahrenheit) and the beaches were full

of sunbathers. However, the current winter
hasn’t been too bad, after all. The Kinneret
has risen by more than a meter; there has
been a little snow on Mt. Hermon and there
were a few days of pretty heavy precipitation
in the Negev desert – including floods that
caused damage and killed 2 people. So, who
said that weather is only Canadian’s most
common topics of conversation – Israeli’s
also have their share…
By the way, speaking of newspapers and
Yediot Ahronot, there is an interesting new
trend in the Israeli media – specifically the
printed media. The three main Israeli daily
papers - Yediot Ahronot, Maariv and Haaretz
– are being challenged by a new “kid on the
block” called “Israel Hayom (Today)”. This
new daily paper has a very big advantage: it’s
free. This new phenomena began a couple
of years ago as a curiosity which seemed
like something temporary – a marketing
technique meant to attract readers and catch
their attention as such that once the time has
come – they will want to pay to read the
newspaper. However, it seems that not only

does this newspaper intend to keep its original
“price”, it is rapidly gaining strength and
being read by more and more people daily.
“Israel Hayom” was (and still is) mostly
distributed in public transport centers such
as train stations and main bus stations but is
now part of the daily street scene practically
everywhere: university campuses, cafes,
office buildings, shopping malls, etc. It’s
hard to say that “Israel Hayom” can boast
about high quality journalism, but it has
been able to recruit quite a few well-known
journalists who write daily reports or op-eds.
It’s pretty easy to notice the hysteria that has
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Hadassah-WIZO News

CHW is Canada’s leading Jewish women’s philanthropic organization. Founded in
1917, CHW is non-political, volunteer driven and funds a multitude of programs and
projects for Children, Healthcare and Women in Israel and Canada.
by Linda Shaw

Saskatoon Hadassah WIZO supporters – you are terrific.
Once again our CHW Annual Campaign
was a huge success. We raised almost $10,000
again this year. The money raised goes to
support all the vital Hadassah-WIZO projects
for Children, Healthcare and Women in Israel.
Thank you so much. I am so proud of all of
you so I am including a list of all the 2009
donors to date. (Let me know if I’ve missed
your name or if you wish to contribute- it’s
never too late.)
Congratulations to Keith Webb, the winner of this year’s Jewish Style Dinner-forEight Raffle. We haven’t set a date for the
dinner in his home yet but I know our Sarah
Goldenberg Chapter members will give the
Webbs and their guests a evening to remember. I’m looking forward to seeing what
specialties our talented cooks will offer. Let
me know what special dish (or wine) you’d
like to contribute to the feast. Thanks you to
everyone who bought and sold raffle tickets.
We’ve already launched this year’s Silver
Spoon Dinner at our Ticket Sale Wine and
Cheese Reception on February 8th. The sales
went well but there are still tickets available

Annual CHW

Pesach Tea
At the home of Leona Wasserman
210 Smoothstone Crescent

Sunday, April 4th
At 2:00 p.m.
Program: Women of the Wall
- Simonne Horwitz

for you and your friends. This is our 20th
Annual Silver Spoon and we are planning to
make it extra-special. Be part of it all by attending, volunteering, donating prizes, selling
more tickets and helping any way you can.
Our next Hadassah-WIZO event is the
Annual Pesach Tea. It’s a social to celebrate
Pesach, Springtime and our connection as
women. Leona Wasserman has graciously
offered her home for the Tea Party, Sunday
April 4th at 2:00 p.m.. Come for the Kosher
L’Pesach goodies and stay for the program.
Simonne Horwitz will talk about her experiences in Israel and continued involvement
with the group “Women of the Wall” – a group
of Reform, Conservative and a few Orthodox
Jewish women who have for 20 years campaigned for equal rights for women to pray at
the Kotel wearing Tallitot, praying out loud
and reading Torah at the wall.
Simonne wrote: “WOW is one of the
groups connected to the Israel Religious Action Centre (IRAC) an amazing group fighting
for social justice in Israel and the recognition
of Jewish Pluralism in an increasingly Harradi dominated religious sphere.” She will

discuss the various campaigns of IRAC and
the importance of an organization such as this
in Israel. It is groups like IRAC that support
Olim, bring cases of inequality in religious
practice and other important social issues to
the Supreme Court and into the public eye.
She looks forward to sharing something about
this awe-inspiring group of women with you
all at the Pesach Tea. As usual, we ask members and friends to make a contribution ($18
suggested). This year some of the proceeds
will go to help the fight for social justice for
Women of the Wall.
Enjoy the warming weather.
See you April 4th

Hadassah Cards

1. From Linda & Arnie Shaw to Dr. Jack
Macovich & Family in Honor of mother.
2. From Jan Erickson to Heather
& Bart Nikota- thanks for shoveling!
3. From Jan Erickson to Doug Miller
-thanks for shoveling!

CHW 2009 CAMPAIGN

Thank you to all who so generously contributed to the 2009 CHW Campaign. This is our
sole annual fundraiser for the good work of CHW in Israel. It’s never too late to donate.
Call Linda Shaw.
The following is a list of current donors:
June Avivi
Rachel Barkaie
Mel Bernbaum
B’nai Brith
Elizabeth Brewster
Ian Buckwold
Bruce Buckwold
Richard Buckwold
Mary Cameron
Lesley-Ann Crone
Karen & Joe Dawson
Wendy Ditlove
Linda Epstein
Janet Erikson
Jan Gitlin

Leila & Steven Goluboff
Grace Goluboff
Bette-Ellen Gonick
Saul Gonor
Dianne Greenblat
Zara Gurstein
Rachel Henry
Jennifer Hesselson
Ruth Horlick
Jordana Jacobson
Suzanne & David Kaplan
Randy Katzman
Zoe Litman
Mary Melnychuk
Surina Neveling

Mirka Pollak
Burna Purkin
Glady Rose
Robin Sasko
Marsha Scharfstein
Jean Scharfstein
Neil Schwartz
Elaine Sharfe
Linda Shaw
Bev Shiffman
Rebecca Simpson
Barry Singer
Eileen Soffer
Leona Wasserman

*If I have missed listing your name, I apologize and
will rectify the error in the next Bulletin. L.
This Page is Sponsored by Clarice Buckwold z'l
This page is sponsored by Alan, Linda Goluboff of Toronto
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As my father planted for

The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation

gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:
GREETING
FROM
Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
Saskatoon Jewish
from the Estate of Frances Bernbaum
Foundation		
In memory of Rabbi Roger Pavey
Briane Scharfstein
Patricia Pavey
In memory of Rabbi Roger Pavey
Lou & Ruth Horlick
Viktor Lewin & Family In memory of Cheryl Lewin
Albert Solsberg		
Mr. & Mrs. Laurie
In memory of Cheryl Lewin
Albert Solsberg		
Mainster & Family					
TO

me before I was born,
So do I plant for those
who will come after me.

from the Talmud

Your contribution, sent to:
Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
Congregation Agudas Israel,
715 McKinnon Avenue, Saskatoon
S7H 2G2
will be gratefully received and
faithfully applied.

Gladys & Gerry Rose fund
Patricia Pavey
In memory of Rabbi Roger Pavey
Naomi Rose
		
& Stanley Sinai		
Linda & Arnie
In memory of Clarice Buckwold
Shaw & Family
& In honour of the marriage of Michael Shaw Naomi Rose
		
& Stanley Sinai		
Jean Scharfstein
In honour of your 80th birthday
Glady Rose		
Sarah Levine
In honour of your 40th birthday
Glady Rose		
Elizabeth Brewster
Congratulations on the new book
Glady Rose		
					
Avivi Young Shlichim Fund
Mary Levers

Thank you to all the following donors for their generous gifts to the
2009 Saskatoon United Jewish Appeal Campaign

We raised $100,000 tosupport the work of the Jewish Agency in helping Jews in need in Israel and around the world as well as ensuring
the ongoing Shlichim Program which is totally funded by your gifts to the Campaign.
Steven Goluboff, Campaign Chairman
Berenbaum, Errol and Shauna
B'nai Brith
Borenstein, Eli
Brewster, Elizabeth
Buckwold, Bruce and Tamara
Buckwold, Ian and Mary Ellen
Buckwold, Rich and Carole
Cameron, Bruce
Davidner, Hershel and Jean
Ditlove, Mark and Wendy
Erikson, Janet
Fenyes, Heather and Les
Gitlin, Josh and Nicole
Gitlin, Ron and Jan
Goluboff, Grace
Goluboff, Shaina
Goluboff, Steven and Leila
Gonor, Sol
Grant, George
Gumprich, Lois and Walter
Gurstein, Zara
Henry, Rachel and Jeff

Hock, Kayla
Holtslander, Gordon and Franci
Horlick, Lou and Ruth
Jacobsen, Perry and Jordana
Kaplan, David and Susanne
Katzman, David and Susan
Katzman, Ralph
Katzman, Randy and Shirley
Kohll, David
Laimon, Pauline
Levine. Michael
Levitt, Terry
Newman, Dwight and Horwitz, Simonne
Pollak, Mirka
Rose, Gladys
Rosenberg, Alan and Lesley Ann Crone
Sasko, Robin and Bryce
Scharfstein, Grant and Marsha
Scharfstein, Jean
Scharfstein, Jim and Jan
Schwartz, Neil
Shapiro, Daniel and Marie Lanoo

Sharfe, Sherwood and Elaine
Shaw, Linda and Arnie
Shiffman, Harold and Lisa
Shiffman, Jack and Bev
Simpson, Rebecca and Steven
Singer, Barry
Slawsky, Barry
Solsberg, Albert
Sopher, Eileen
Stein, Jeffrey
Stromberg, David
Stromberg, Jeff
Stromberg, Robert
Tadman, Ben
Waldman, Shannon and Ron
Waldman, Toba
Wasserman, Leona
Weinstein, Gerald
Wolff, Henry

This page is sponsored by Dr. Joe & Colleen Golumbia of Sidney, BC
This page is sponsored by Dr. Syd z'l & Miriam Gelmon of Vancouver
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YOUTH

BBYO
Convention
by Molly Waldman
I am so grateful for the experiences I gain
from attending BBYO conventions. Before I
get into details about the conventions, I would
like to say a big thank you to the B'nai Brith
men for helping fund our way to these conventions. It is truly appreciated by all who attend.
BBYO provides me with a truly unique
opportunity to explore my Jewish identity
outside the borders of Saskatoon. At these
conventions, I have made life-long friends.
These friendships are important to me because
in Saskatoon I don't have opportunities to be

with as many Jewish youth at one time. I
don't have to come up with fancy words to
tell you how I feel when I’m there, simply
stated, "I belong".
Recently, I attended the Annual Leadership
Training Conference in Edmonton, Alberta.
The theme of this convention was how to
build a strong Jewish youth organization in
my community and region. One of the ways
is to establish strong communication between
members and chapters as well as exchange
ideas and experiences. What I learn at these

Molly (far right) and friends.

conventions not only enriches my Jewish life,
but every aspect of my life both for the moment and for the future.

Shakespeare is a Jewish lady!?

by Mayah Holtslander, Youth Editor
A few weeks
ago, I read an article in the Globe
and Mail titled
“One Bard – Hold
the Beard”. This
article discussed John Hudson’s theory that
the true author of Shakespeare’s plays may
have been a Jewish woman. This article intrigued me, because at the time I read it, I had
been studying Shakespeare in English. Just a
few days before reading this article, our class
had read an essay by Virginia Woolf questioning whether or not a woman would have the
ability to write Shakespeare’s play’s in the
Elizabethan time period. Obviously, when
I read an article suggesting that Shakespeare
actually was a woman, I was very interested
by the possibility.

“One Bard – Hold the Beard” exemplifies
John Hudson’s many theories as to the true
authorship of Shakespeare’s plays. Hudson
believes that Amelia Bassano Lanier, the
daughter of a Jewish court musician, is the
“true” Shakespeare. Bassano is already
famous for being the first woman to publish
a book of poetry, but Hudson suggests she
may have taken on the pseudonym Shakespeare to allow her works to be published
with ease. Many of Hudson’s arguments are
based on the numerous musical references,
character names similar to Amelia’s, Hebrew
references, knowledge of Italian lifestyle, and
the many strong female characters present in
Shakespeare’s plays. These aspects point
strongly to the possibility of Bassano’s authorship and do not coincide with Shakespeare’s
known background and lifestyles. For me,

the most convincing arguments towards the
truth in this article is the fact that even though
Shakespeare’s characters are strong and educated women, he allowed his own daughters
to be illiterate. This presence of pro-feminism
in a time period where women were not highly
regarded fits well with a female writer.
Many people do not support this theory
and believe there is little definite evidence to
support it. All of Hudson’s arguments come
from circumstantial evidence based on his
own interpretations and he appears to have
little physical evidence to support his theory.
Nonetheless, as a Jewish woman, I find even
the suggestion of this possibility to be fascinating. What if the most famous man in literary history was actually a Jewish woman? It
is an idea that I am willing to consider.

SHERWOOD
gmc
SASKATOON'S
ARTS & CONVENTION
CENTRE

Free Shuttle Service
Pick-up and Delivery
7:30 a.m. - 5:15 p.m.

#35 22nd Street E. Saskatoon, SK

Website: www.tcuplace.com

(306) 975-7777

RV

gmc

Sales
and
Service

Medium
Duty
Trucks

gmc
Heavy
Duty
Trucks

Body Shop

The Body Shop provides
Free Loaners on all SGI
or Retail Collision Claims

SHERWOOD
550 Brand Road • Saskatoon

374-6330 • Toll Free 1-877-374-6330

Accounting & Auditing
Estate Planning
Management Consulting
Business Valuations

Saskatoon
Regina
Tel: (306) 653-6100
Tel: (306) 522-6500
Website www.virtusgroup.ca

This page is sponsored by Mirak Pollak
This page is sponsored by the Saskatchewan Jewish Council
11

Financial Planning
Mergers & Acquisitions
Income Tax Returns
Corporate Tax Returns

Address by PM Netanyahu at Auschwitz
Concentration Camp - 27 Jan 2010
Address by Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu at ceremony marking 65 years
since the liberation of the Auschwitz concentration camp27 January 2010

did to you. We will be prepared to defend
ourselves when a new Amalek appears on
the stage of history and threatens again to
annihilate the Jews.
We will not delude ourselves into believing
I want to thank the Government of Poland that the threats, vilifications and Holocaust defor the historic effort it is making to com- nials are merely empty words. We will never
memorate the greatest catastrophe that befell forget. We will always be vigilant.
my people and the greatest crime committed
The Holocaust author, K. Zetnick, in his
against humanity.
testimony at the Eichman trial, called the
We have gathered here, Poles and Jews, death camps "another planet". But the horrors
at the crossroads of tragedy. Our long shared of the Holocaust occurred not in a far away
history included tremendous cultural accom- world but right here on earth. It was not the
plishments and the lowest low humanity has work of beastly animals but of beastly men, of
experienced. We were here. We remember loathsome and despicable murderers.
those who froze to death; if they did not freeze
The most important lesson of the Holoto death, they were executed by gas, burned caust is that a murderous evil must be stopped
in the ovens. We remember also that one-third early, when it is still in its infancy and before
of the Righteous Gentiles, those who risked it can carry out its designs. The enlightened
their lives and their children’s lives and those nations of the world must learn this lesson.
We, the Jewish nation,
who lost a third of our
As we stand here to commemorate the past, people on Europe's bloodsoaked soil, have learned
the only guarantee for
we are helping to build a future of decency, that
defending our people is a
State of Israel and
truth and hope for our two peoples and for strong
the army of Israel. We have
learned to warn the nations
all mankind.
of the world of approaching danger but at the same
time to prepare to defend
of their families in order to save others, were ourselves.
Poles. We remember all this.
As the head of the Jewish state, I pledge to
As we stand here to commemorate the past, you today: We will never again permit evil to
we are helping to build a future of decency, snuff out the life of our people and the life of
truth and hope for our two peoples and for our own country.
all mankind.
I came here today from Jerusalem to say to
Now I will speak in Hebrew, the reborn those who perished here: The people of Israel
language of the people whom the Nazis sought live! We have returned to our homeland, to the
to exterminate.
land of our fathers, to our capital Jerusalem.
We have come from every corner of the earth [Translation]
Holocaust survivors and Jewish refugees from
Arab lands, Jews from the Soviet Union and
The voices of millions of my people
gassed, burned and killed in a thousand different ways rise out of this cursed ground. In the we design and print...
final moment of their lives, many whispered
Brochures
Newsletters
or cried out the timeless words of our ancient
Flyers
people: "Hear O Israel, the Lord is our God,
Posters
the Lord is One." Perhaps a few used their
Presentation Folders
final breath to chant another age-old prayer:
Laser Cheques
"Remember what Amalek did to you. Never
Stationery
forget!"
Annual reports
To those who were murdered here, and to
Business Forms
Textbooks
those who survived the destruction, I come
Carbonless Forms
Family History Books
from Jerusalem today with this promise: We
...
to
your
specifications
and satisfaction
will never forget! We will never permit those
who desecrated this monument to death to
Tel. 306.955.3373 • Fax. 306.955.5739
distort or wipe away your memory. We will
217 Jessop Avenue • Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7N 1Y3
always remember what Amalek’s Nazi heirs

Ethiopia, Poland and Yemen, Romania and
Iraq, France and Morocco, Jews from seventy
lands and five continents.
Some who came almost didn’t make it.
Barracks #16 at the Birkenau death camp, a
few meters from here, housed a17-year old
Jewish youth who suffered from the 80 lashes
he received in the Ghetto from his Nazi tormenters. No one believed the boy would live,
but he survived and escaped from the camp.
With the victory over the Nazis 65 years ago,
he immigrated to Israel. Fifteen years later, he
was the Israeli police officer guarding Adolph
Eichmann when the Jewish state brought the
Nazi henchmen to justice.
That young man is Michael Goldman. With
his wife Eva, he raised a family in Israel, and
they have five children and nine grandchildren. Michael is with us here today - a witness
to the Holocaust, a witness to the redemption.
The Jewish people rose from ashes and
destruction, from a terrible pain that can never
be healed. Armed with the Jewish spirit, the
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Continued on page 14

Lou Horlick... from page 8
with Herman Cohen that ethical monotheism
was the core of Judaism, but added the concept of religious consciousness… that ethics
and an inner experience of God were inseparable. For Baeck, ethics without this mysterious
grounding in God was mere ‘moralism’. For
Judaism there can be no ethics which does not
stem from God who establishes relationships
with humans. He stated “ with the rejection of
a living God, the rejection of ethics cannot be
long delayed.” Religious consciousness must
be grounded in ethical acts. People are free to
do good but not evil, and are responsible for
what they do. There is no ‘original sin’ and
repentance is always possible.
Baeck’s personal life deserves some mention because he lived by the values described

in his writings. As president of the representative body of Jews in Germany after 1933, he
had many opportunities to escape. He refused,
insisting that he would stay as long as there
was a minyan in Germany. In 1943 he was
sent to Terezin (Terezienstadt) concentration
camp. He survived the horrors of war by
helping others, teaching and refusing to lose
his sense of self or dignity. His philosophical
beliefs were not swayed by the Holocaust. He
always maintained that evil was the result of
humans using their free will to not do the ethical. The enormity of the Nazi atrocities did not
shake that belief. Beck’s beliefs are set forth
in his book The People Israel, the meaning of
Jewish existence, which he wrote post holocaust. In it he states that the concept of ethical

President's Report... from page 4

Women's Role in Judaism.. from page 8

us to include this in our giving. Any donation
made to this fund will be directed exclusively
towards tikkun olam. So, please – send us
your money!
I am profoundly sad about the colossal
devastation in Haiti. No goodness will diminish the loss. I hope and pray that as individuals, communities and societies, we will retain
some of the lessons of tikkun olam that were
revealed, and apply them to our daily living.
As always, I remain proud and honored to be
the president of a board, and community that
continues to lead and act with goodness.

your wives, sons and daughters, and bring
them to me” (Exodus 32:2). The women
heard and refused to give their jewelry to
their husbands, but said: “You want to make
a calf with no power to save? We will not
listen to you.” God gave them reward in this
world that they keep Rosh Chodesh more
than men, and in the next world they merit to
renew themselves like Rosh Chodesh. (Pirkei
d’Rabbi Eliezer, 45)
With women’s gift of understanding they
had the ability to see beyond the situation of
being without Moses as he tarried on his way
back from the mountain. They also refused
to sink into the despair the men were sinking
into from the thought of being without a leader

to guide them to Israel. Of course according
to Midrash Satan jumped right in there and
showed a false vision of Moses lying on a cot
dead in Heaven to scare the Jewish people.
The gift of Rosh Chodesh and women’s
role in it is to see beyond the darkness, just
as when the moon disappears and all is dark,
light will reappear.
These men at the Wall need to be reminded
of these teachings and do some Teshuva for
their behavior.

and influences in Israeli society? Is it
appropriate that persons who have their
own agenda but are not directly affected by
everything that happens in the country be
allowed to control a national (though privately
owned) newspaper? These questions become
even more complicated once the other issue
is added – what if Sheldon Adelson is indeed
a Netanyahu supporter and what if such a
fact causes “Israel Hayom” to take sides in
his favor (even if it is not done openly). Does
the fact that the paper is freely distributed
mean that it might be on the verge of
propaganda? Where should we draw the line
between freedom of speech (and press) and
democracy’s right for self-defense? These
tough questions – somewhat philosophical
– are yet to be resolved, but it seems that
the Israeli public is “voting with it’s feet”
(a literal translation of a Hebrew metaphor
meaning that peoples actions reflect their
opinions) – providing “Israel Hayom” with
more and more readers daily. On the other

hand, it might well be due to another Israeli
characteristic – well described by an Israeli
saying that goes: “if it’s for free, then give
me two”…
Purim Sameach and Chag Pessach
Sameach ve Kasher to you all!

monotheism is available to everyone, but only
the Jews have made it the basis of their self
perception as a people and have applied it to
their folk life and staked their ethnic existence
on it. He wrote: “a despairing humankind
needs Israel to remind it that human ethical
striving, as exemplified in Jewish law need
not be defeated.”
(Part Two will discuss Mordechai Kaplan,
Franz Rosenzweig and Martin Buber)
Editor's Note: Lou Horlick is a retired cardiologist, member of the Board of CAI, and a
regular at Shabbat morning services.

Editor's Note: Dale Sands is a new member
of CAI, and a regular part of the Shabbat
morning minyan.

Tel Aviv Desk... from page 8
stricken the main newspapers due to this new
form of competition. For example, Yediot
Ahronot is now being sold at the ridiculous
price of one shekel during week days in train
stations; they suddenly distribute the paper
for 2-3 weeks for free in neighborhoods (we
witnessed this first hand last summer) and so
on. It seems the internet is not the only major
threat to today’s press.
Another interesting issue regarding
“Israel Hayom” is who owns it (Sheldon
Adelson), and who the paper allegedly
supports – Binyamin Netanyahu. Sheldon
Adelson, a well-known American-Jewish
multi-millionaire, is well known in Israel
– especially for his generous donations
to many Israeli institutions – the IDF for
example. However, the fact that an American
– or any non-Israeli citizen (or at least nonresident) – by being the main share holder of
a newspaper - has such a growing influence
in the country, has aroused a debate. Should
there be any limitation to “foreign” interest

PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
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Darrell Nordstrom, R.F.P.,
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Yahrtzeits
February 26/27
Ann Raisen
Samuel Kaplan
Harry Helfgott
Leah Meth
Harry Sarlin
Clara Gertler
Jacob Golumbia
A.J. Weiner
Yetty Goodman
Anne Gitlin
Lorraine Sklar
Lillian Levitt

Adar 12/13
Feb 26 (12)
Feb 28 (14)
Feb 28 (14)
Feb 28 (14)*
Feb 28 (14)*
Feb 28 (14)
Mar 1 (15)*
Mar 2 (16)
Mar 2 (16)
Mar 2 (16)
Mar 4 (18)
Mar 4 (18)

March 5/6
Adar 19/20
Baby Segal
Mar 5 (19)
Tiby L.E. Mathews Mar 5 (19)
Rosie Sellinger
Mar 5 (19)
John B. Goodman Mar 5 (19)*
Ed Vickar
Mar 5 (19)*
Malka Schmuck'vich Mar 6 (20)
Reva Hock
Mar 6 (20)
Anni Leffman
Mar 6 (20)
Harry Steiger
Mar 6 (20)
Mendel Pepper
Mar 7 (21)*
Jacob Rabkin
Mar 7 (21)
Gertrude Chertkow Mar 7 (21)*
Morris Gurstein
Mar 7 (21)
Freda Epstein
Mar 9 (23)
Reuben Brant
Mar 9 (23)
Harry Bondar
Mar 10 (24)
Yenta Shafer
Mar 10 (24)*
Harry Aaron
Mar 10 (24)*
Goldie Wolfe
Mar 10 (24)*
Rebecca Segal
Mar 10 (24)
William Sklar
Mar 11 (25)*
Fanny Shore
Mar 11 (25)
March 12/13
Max Taylor
Pearl Goodman
Keile Bodovsky

Adar 26/27
Mar 12 (26)*
Mar 13 (27)*
Mar 14 (28)

William Katz
Solomon Ginsberg
Rebecca Forgan
Nathan Gladstone
Clara Lehrer
1)*
David Horowitz
J.M. Goldenberg
Jack Adilman

Mar 14 (28)*
Mar 14 (28)
Mar 14 (28)
Mar 15 (29)
Mar 16 (Nisan
Mar 17 (2)
Mar 18 (3)*
Mar 18 (3)

March 19/20
Nisan 4/5
Abraham Teitelbaum Mar 19 (4)*
Jacob Barsky
Mar 19 (4)*
Dorothy Buckwold Mar 19 (4)*
Kariton Kolominsky Mar 19 (4)*
Samuel Brown
Mar 20 (5)
Marco Levy
Mar 20 (5)*
Eva Kolominsky
Mar 20 (5)*
David Shafer
Mar 20 (5)*
Bert Frank
Mar 21 (6)*
Samuel Caplan
Mar 21 (6)*
Dora Morgan
Mar 21 (6)*
Joe Goldenberg
Mar 21 (6)
Judah Jaffe
Mar 22 (7)
Lazer Gersher
Mar 22 (7)
Gerry Rose
Mar 23 (8)*
Rachel Horowitz
Mar 24 (9)
Miriam Shaket
Mar 24 (9)*
Max Goldberg
Mar 25 (10)
Sarah Melamede
Mar 25 (10)
March 26/27
Jolan Zickerman
James Greenblat
Sarah Livergant
Fanny Filer
Joel Green
Kelva Feldman
Wolfe Korbin
Frank Bernbaum
Max Reznick
Dorey Heller
Alex Fayerman
Simcha Scharfstein

Edward Baron
Leopold Neumann
Solomon Neumann
Heshkel Soffer
Sara Berenbom
Abraham Bobroff
Tamara Avivi

Mar 29 (14)
Mar 30 (15)*
Mar 30 (15)*
Mar 30 (15)
Mar 31 (16)*
Apr 1 (17)*
Apr 1 (17)*

April 2/3
Kasiel Winocour
David Katz
Bud Wasserman
Allan Barsky
Liza Portnaya
Goldie Filer
Sadie Goldstein
Enid Wine

Nisan 18/19
Apr 3 (19)
Apr 3 (19)*
Apr 3 (19)*
Apr 5 (21)
Apr 7 (23)
Apr 7 (23)*
Apr 7 (23)
Apr 8 (24)

April 9/10
Nisan 25/26
Molly Grotsky
Apr 10 (26)*
Clara Filer
Apr 10 (26)*
Aaron Volansky
Apr 11 (27)*
Judel Teitelbaum
Apr 11 (27)*
Bertha Roe (Baron) Apr 12 (28)
Keos Lertzman
Apr 12 (28)*
Jacob Morgan
Apr 12 (28)*
Bernice Levitan
Apr 12 (28)
Sarah Mazer
Apr 13 (29)*
Mordecha Bernbaum Apr 13 (29)*
Jennie Shore
Apr 13 (29)
Morris Shechtman Apr 13 (29)*
Isadore Aarons
Apr 14 (30)*
William Brandt
Apr 14 (30)
Isadore Sugarman Apr 15 (Iyar 1)
Norbert Meth
Apr 15 (1)*
Mrs. Mani Udin
Apr 15 (1)*
Max Swartz
Apr 15 (1)*
Leonid Flikshteyn Apr 15 (1)*
Joe Scharfstein
Apr 15 (1)*

Nisan 11/12
Mar 26 (11)
Mar 26 (11)
Mar 27 (12)*
Mar 27 (12)
Mar 27 (12)*
Mar 27 (12)
Mar 28 (13)*
Mar 28 (13)*
Mar 28 (13)*
Mar 28 (13)
Mar 29 (14)
Mar 29 (14)

April 16/17
Nechamah Kaplan
Joseph Germek
Sheila Bobroff

Iyar 2/3
Apr 17 (3)
Apr 19 (5)*
Apr 19 (5)*

Orville Katz
Jack Bermack
Max Nisenholt
Samuel Fayerman
Rebecca Friedman

Apr 19 (5)*
Apr 19 (5)
Apr 20 (6)*
Apr 20 (6)*
Apr 22 (8)*

April 23/24
Gertrude Cyprus
Max Sharzer
Mirla Avol
Sam Sternberg
Robert Mitchell
Minnie Rogers
Edith Koffman
Tully Conn
Aharon Mizrahi
Maurice Handelman
Viktor Pollak
Sam Sadowsky
Karen Fogel

Iyar 9/10
Apr 23 (9)
Apr 24 (10)*
Apr 24 (10)*
Apr 25 (11)*
Apr 25 (11)*
Apr 26 (12)*
Apr 26 (12)*
Apr 26 (12)
Apr 26 (12)
Apr 27 (13)
Apr 27 (13)*
Apr 29 (15)
Apr 29 (15)*

April 30/May 1
Percy Stollar
Sarah Adelman
Anton Kamenicky
Robert Gitlin
Helen Singer
L. Strayer
Sidney Panar
Clara Golumbia
Marion Vickar
Lewis Horwitz
Joseph Winestock
Michael Davidner
William Laimon
Minnie Katz Schell
Lena Sugarman
Anthony Burtnick
Feiga Shendelzon
Tillie Sharfstein
Sadie Smith
Benjamin Ollman
Sam Davidner

Iyar 16/17
Apr 30 (16)*
Apr 30 (16)
Apr 30 (16)
Apr 30 (16)*
May 1 (17)*
May 2 (18)
May 2 (18)
May 2 (18)
May 2 (18)*
May 2 (18)
May 3 (19)
May 3 (19)*
May 4 (20)*
May 4 (20)*
May 5 (21)
May 5 (21)
May 5 (21)
May 5 (21)*
May 6 (22)
May 6 (22)
May 6 (22)*

PM Netanyahu... from page 12
justice of man, and the vision of the prophets,
we sprouted new branches and grew deep
roots. Dry bones became covered with flesh,
a spirit filled them, and they lived and stood
on their own feet.
As Ezekiel prophesized:
"Then He said unto me: These bones are the
whole House of Israel. They say, 'Our bones

are dried up, our hope is gone; we are doomed.'
Prophecy, therefore, and say to them: Thus said
the Lord God: I am going to open your graves
and lift you out of your graves, O My people,
and bring you to the land of Israel."
I stand here today on the ground where so
many of my people perished - and I am not
alone. The State of Israel and all the Jewish

people stand with me. We bow our heads to
honor your memory and lift our heads as we
raise our flag, a flag of blue and white with a
Star of David in its center.
And everyone sees. And everyone hears.
And everyone knows - that our hope is not lost.

Women of the Wall... from page 5
not who is praying at the Wall and how that one dominant segment has exerted control. Editor's Note: Simonne Horwitz teaches hismakes it special. Despite what some Ortho- Herein lies the problem – it is only when the tory at the U. of S, is a member of the Board of
dox sects believe, the Wall is just a physical state takes control and realises that, as Anat CAI, the Synagogue and Ritual Committe, and
structure – it has been infused with meaning Hoffman so eloquently says, "there is more is the Chairman of the Membership Commitby those who pray there. The Wall cannot than one way to pray, there is more than one tee of CAI. She is the Gabbai on most Shabthink and see – it does not dislike the sound way to be Jewish", that we will find equality. bat morning services and an advisor and
of women singing, it does not dislike the sight Until then the amazing Women of the Wall support of the Jewish Student's Association.
of women in tallitot. It is people who have will be at the Kotel on Rosh Hodesh – they
created the rules and laws of the Wall, and deserve our support.
This Page is sponsored by Toby Rose, Les Klein, Jonathon, Solomon and Benjamin of Toronto
This page is sponsored by Lois & Walter Gumprich of Vancouver
14

Elizabeth Brewster

was born in New Brunswick, but since 1972
has lived in Saskatoon,
where she is now Professor Emeritus at the
University of Saskatchewan. She has published five books of
fiction, two volumes
of autobiography and
more than twenty collections of poetry. An earlier collection,
Footnotes to the Book of Job, was shortlisted
for the Governor General's Award. She has
been awarded an honorary doctorate by the
University of New Brunswick, the E.J. Pratt
Award and the President's Medal, as well
as the Saskatchewan Lifetime Achievement
Award. In the last few years she has converted
to Judaism, received the Saskatchewan Order
of Merit and become a member of the Order
of Canada.
Time and Seasons
Last April, in the season of Pesach,
invited to a first-night Seder
with a large family group
(grandmother, two sons,
with their wives and children,
family friends)
I shared in the ritual meal
with its story of hardship,
miraculous deliverance from slavery,
departure from Egypt
on the way to the Promised Land
and then the children's songs
and the festive meal.
Afterwards, leaving the party,
we stepped out
into an April snowstorm.
Halfway home in a neighbourly car,
I realized that my wristwatch was missing,
thought it might be under
a chair or a table
or dropped in the hallway

Caroline Rhea
Ladies…. The 20th Annual Silver Spoon
Dinner is going to be a real delight with our
special guest, stand-up comedian and actress
Caroline Rhea. Last year, Rick Mercer and
our record-breaking audience confirmed that
Silver Spoon Dinner attendees want intelligent hilarity and Caroline Rhea promises
to give us that and more. She is very funny
and energetic and known for bringing a fresh,
smart and spontaneous approach to all of her
work.
Caroline Rhea was born and raised in
Montreal, Quebec, the daughter of Marjori,
an antiques dealer, and David Rhea, an obstetrician and gynecologist. She attended an
all-girls private school in Westmount, Quebec.
Her film debut was as a bikini-clad extra in
the film Meatballs III, shot on location near
Montreal. What a start to a comedy career!
In 1989, Caroline ventured to New York
to study stand-up comedy at the New School
of Social Research and she honed her skills
at the comedy club, Catch a Rising Star.
With nightly gigs at New York’s venerable
clubs, Caroline’s status quickly grew and she
became an integral part of the city’s comedy
scene. For the last twenty years, Caroline has
continued to perform to sold-out audiences in
top comedy clubs all over the US and Canada.
She moved to Los Angeles for a career
in Hollywood, debuting in NBC television
series Pride & Joy . There she gained fame
and recognition for her role as Aunt Hilda on
the sitcom “Sabrina the Teenage Witch”,
as well as being a regular on the Whoopi
Goldberg’s “Hollywood Squares”.

After replacing Rosie O’Donnell on Rosie’s talk show, Rhea
landed her own syndicated daytime talk
show, “The Caroline Rhea Show” in 2002.
She was the original host of “The Biggest
Loser” - the first weight loss reality show in
which overweight members of two teams try
to lose the most weight and she propelled that
show to great success in the three seasons she
hosted it. Caroline has numerous film credits
including “The Perfect Man,” with Heather
Locklear, a “Man on the Moon,” the story of
the late comedian Andy Kaufman, co-starring
Jim Carrey, “Christmas With the Kranks” opposite Tim Allen and Jamie Lee Curtis, the
television movie “Fat Like Me” and in several
Disney Channel movies. She starred in her
own stand-up special “Rhea’s Anatomy” as
part of Bravo’s three-part Funny Ladies series,
along with Joan Rivers and Paula Poundstone.
Of interest to trivia buffs: In 2001 Caroline
appeared as a contestant on a special edition
of “Who Wants to Be a Millionaire”, walking
away with $125,000 for charity.
Caroline currently resides in New York
and Los Angeles. She and stand-up comedian Costaki Economopoulos have a baby
daughter, Ava.
For twenty years, Caroline Rhea has perfected her skills as an extraordinary comedic
entertainer. Come celebrate Silver Spoon Dinner’s 20 years of success with this hilarious
Canadian success story.

but it turned up
two weeks later
from under the snow
not far from the front step
of my friends' house
It had stopped ticking
but, warmed in my friends' kitchen,
reset to the right time,
its little heart revived.
A miracle!
Not really a miracle,
no deliverance
from Egypt or time or death,
and the watch's battery
is bound to run down.
But I'm grateful for any sign
that fragile things
go on living.

This page is sponsored by Cliff & Ellen Hendler and Family of Toronto
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March 2010 • Adar/Nisan 5770
Sunday

7 Adar 21

Monday

1 Adar 15

8 Adar 22

Tuesday

2 Adar 16

9 Adar 23

Wednesday

3 Adar 17

10 Adar 24

Thursday

4 Adar 18

11 Adar 25

Friday

5 Adar 19

JSA/BBYO Service
6 pm
Shared Shabbat
Dinner to follow
*Ron Waldman

12 Adar 26

Breakfast Club
10 am

Saturday

6 Adar 20

Shabbat Parah
Ki Tissa
*Franci Holtslander

13 Adar 27

Birkat Hahodesh
Vayakhel-Pekudei
*Jan Gitlin

14 Adar 28

15 Adar 29

16 Nisan 1

Pesach Limmud
7 pm

17 Nisan 2

18 Nisan 3

19 Nisan 4

B'nai Brith Service

*Randy Katzman

21 Nisan 6

22 Nisan 7

23 Nisan 8

24 Nisan 9
Hebrew School
Seder

25 Nisan 10

26 Nisan 11

Pesach Cooking
Class - 6 pm

Board Meeting 7 pm

28 Nisan 13

29 Nisan 14
First Seder

30 Nisan 15

31 Nisan 16

Community Seder
6 pm
Office Closed

Office Closed

Tuesday

Wednesday

10 am Service
JSA Seder

April 2010 • Nisan/Iyar 5770
Sunday

Monday

Circumstances are beyond the control of
man; but his conduct is in his own power.
4 Nisan 20

5 Nisan 21

6 Nisan 22

11 Nisan 27

Breakfast Club
10 am

Office Closed

Office Closed

12 Nisan 28

13 Nisan 29

7 Nisan 23

14 Nisan 30

Vayikra

*Grant Scharfstein

27 Nisan 12

Shabbat HaGadol
Tzav
*Steven Goluboff

Hope is like peace. It is not a gift from
God. It is a gift only we can give one
another.

-Elie Wiesel

Thursday

1 Nisan 17

Friday

2 Nisan 18

Hol Hamoed Pesach Hol Hamoed Pesach

Benjamin Disraeli, English statesman and novelist (1804-81)

Hol Hamoed Pesach Seventh Day Pesach Eighth Day Pesach
Yizkor Service
Pesach Tea
10 am

20 Nisan 5

Office Closed

8 Nisan 24

15 Iyar 1

9 Nisan 25

Saturday

3 Nisan 19

Shabbat
Hol Hamoed
Pesach

*David Katzman

10 Nisan 26

Oneg Shabbat
8 pm

Birkat Hahodesh
Shemini

*Susanne Kaplan

*Heather Fenyes

16 Iyar 2

17 Iyar 3
Tazria-Metzora

* Karen Dawson

18 Iyar 4

19 Iyar 5

Israeli
Holocaust Memorial
Remembrance Day
Service
JCC - 1:30 pm

20 Iyar 6

Israeli
Independence Day

21 Iyar 7

22 Iyar 8

23 Iyar 9

28 Iyar 14

29 Iyar 15

30 Iyar 16

Limmud - 7 pm

6 pm Service
Shared Shabbat
Dinner
*Michael Gertler

25 Iyar 11

26 Iyar 12

27 Iyar 13

Board Meeting

* Bema Roster

This page is sponsored by B’nai Brith Lodge #739

24 Iyar 10

Aharei MotKedoshim

*Marsha Scharfstein

