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Reading the Megillah &
A great carnival – face painting,
games, food, prizes and MUCH

more…
Hosted by the BBYO.
Costumes are highly

recommended

The Hebrew school
  Purim Carnival

Monday, May 4th,
2009

TCU Place
with celebrity guest

Rick Mercer
Purchase your tickets online at silverspoondinner@gmail.com

or at our
Ticket Sale Wine & Cheese Reception

Mingle with friends and reserve your seat or table for the Silver Spoon Dinner
Top of the Inn - Sheraton Cavalier

Monday, March 9th, 2009
5:30 to 7:00 pm

Ticket Price $150  • For more information call Wendy Ditlove at 374-8848
Please make cheques payable to Silver Spoon Dinner • VISA accepted,

courtesy of TD Canada Trust

This page is sponsored by Ann & Debbie Diament of Toronto

YYom Ha’Shoahom Ha’Shoah
Holocaust Memorial ServiceHolocaust Memorial Service

Sunday, April 26th, 2009  -  1:30pm • Agudas Israel 715 McKinnon Ave
Keynote Speaker   -  David Shentow ...see page 5

CHOT PURIM!!!CHOT PURIM!!!
If we won't go to the heat
the heat must come to us

Saturday, March 7, 8pm
Join us for the Tropical party

with limbo, drumming circle, karaoke,
 costume parade, great prizes and much more…

The price: $5 in advance, $10 at the door
The price includes E-V-E-R-Y-T-H-I-N-G!!!

Contact Shirly & Nim
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From the President's Keyboard
The Board Report - Selected Decisions and Discussions of Your Board From January 28, 2009
by David Katzman

Hazzan’s Notes: A Season of Hope
by Hazzan Neil Schwartz

Israel’s War with
Hamas
- congregants
gathered in early
January to share
perspectives; CAI

remains steadfastly supportive of Israel, the
security of her citizens, and for moving
peace forward
- the Fellowship for Reconciliation and
Peace (FRAP) provided a dinner and cultural
evening with the local mosque, sponsored
by CAI, two years ago and the Board wishes
to continue to work with FRAP towards
promoting dialogue and understanding
between Saskatoon’s Muslim and Jewish
communities
- JSA students have put up pro-peace
posters in response to harsh comments and
articles put in Sheaf newspaper

Legal Affairs
Grant Scharfstein anticipates an offer from
Shir Chadash to discontinue their legal
claims if we do the same. Our Board agreed
to do so when this document is received.

Pre-Paid Funeral/Burial Services
CAI will accommodate those persons who
wish to prepay funeral expenses.
Prepayments are refundable if the decision
is reversed.  For more details, please contact

either Ralph Katzman or David Katzman.
(For your information: a member’s funeral
will cost $6 250; nonmembers $10 250. Once
paid, the cost cannot be raised)

Summer Student Employment
-we can employ one student to work at the
cemetery; please contact Ralph Katzman at
931-2468)

Cremation
-we can anticipate a presentation from
Heather Fenyes regarding the burial of
cremated remains

Conversions
Our congregation has much of its success
due to those who have chosen Judaism.  We
have engaged Rabbi Pavey to continue
assisting in this process, providing a
monthly honourarium.

Financial
Our congregation continues to track
towards another break even year.  We invest
cautiously, our members pay their dues,
significant sums are donated to CAI. B’nai
Brith and Hadassah continue to provide
much needed support for youth and other
projects.

Synagogue Redevelopment
Grant Scharfstein has provided two
developers with copies of our site plans so
that proposals can be made to the Board and

to the entire congregation.  We wish to
consider the broadest range of
redevelopment alternatives including
organizational innovations (housing for
many kinds of community members, coop
and condo hybrids), green considerations.
Absolutely nothing may come of this
investigation of possibilities but the Board
is responsible for ensuring the long term
financial viability of a building for the Jewish
community in Saskatoon.

Use of Congregational Email lists
-there was a concern that our members were
being subjected to too many emails, most
recently about the Gaza War
-it was decided that our e-mail will only be
used to publicize events and to support our
Bulletin.
-Members are asked to send their own
emails using their own address resources
(do not use our email list)
-We could make better use of our own web-
site for discussions.

Future Meetings:
March 25, April 29, May 27, June 17 (the
last Wednesdays of every month except in
January and June, one week earlier)

AGM 2009 Wednesday, Sept. 16 (Yom
Kippur Tuesday, Sept. 22)

In the Book of
Exodus, Moses
seems to be speaking
to Pharaoh when he
says:  “Let my people
go!” as he demands
that the Israelite
people be set free. 

However, some of our commentators say
that Moses was really speaking to the
Israelite people themselves, inspiring them
to become worthy as a new nation to grasp
the freedom which God had promised to
them.

During the last few months we have been
experiencing challenges as citizens in
general and as Jews in particular, economic
uncertainty and worries about the war in
Gaza being at the top of our list of concerns. 
Yet recently the entire world experienced an
event which sent an electrifying message
of hope to people everywhere, despite all
our valid concerns for the future.

America inaugurated a new President,
among the youngest men to hold that office
and the first person of colour in the history
of the United States.  In an inspiring

Inaugural Address, Barack Obama sounded
like a modern Moses, but his primary
intention was clearly to inspire and challenge
the American people.  His secondary
audience was the rest of the world, beginning
the badly needed work of repairing
America’s image and alliances worldwide. 

In my opinion, Obama included many
Jewish themes throughout his address.  He
sounded like a modern Moses because he
quoted many ideas directly from our Hebrew
Bible.  The most important of these ideas
can be summed up this way:  Barack Obama
challenged the American people to move
outside their comfort zone to meet the
challenges facing their nation and the world.

How is that a Jewish idea?  We Jews have
been saying that to the rest of the world
ever since Judaism developed from the tribal
religion of the ancient Israelites.  We hear it
in the stories of Genesis and the experience
of Exodus, we hear it in the laws of the Torah
which legislate a just society, and we
especially hear it in the calls of our Prophets
to live out that social justice.

To a certain extent, this may be one of the
reasons for the anti-Semitism which has

Feelings During a
Difficult Time

For several years my Mom slowly de-
clined with Alzheimer’s Disease, and in the
middle of February she passed away from
its complications.  In a way, it was a bless-
ing and a release for her to do so, because
she had long ago lost the ablility to walk,
eat, talk, and even recognize most people.

However, there is still sadness at her
passing, mostly sadness for her lack of a
good life during these last few years.  My
sister saw Mom regularly, and helped with
her care in the nursing home.  I did much of
my “heavy mourning” a couple years ago,
when Mom could no longer recognize me.

As I prepared for Mom’s funeral, I in-
vited several people to send in or deliver
short eulogies, and that was a great way to
get a good picture of my Mom’s life.  Friends
and family spoke or sent in comments from
every time period, from knowing my Mom
as a young widow in the 1960’s to recent
years when she interacted with her three
grandchildren.

Mom’s Rabbi was not able to partici-
continued on page 15



The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel
Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home com-
mitted to deepening the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an
evolving link in the historical traditions of the Jewish people. We are a progressive,
democratic and sensitive congregation responding to the widest spectrum of Jew-
ish thought and practice.

Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

Editorial
by Steven
Goluboff

This page is sponsored by Grace, Steven, Leila, Sarah & Shaina Goluboff

FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY
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GMC
Heavy
Duty

Trucks

RV
Sales
and

Service

GMC
Medium

Duty
Trucks

Free Shuttle Service
Pick-up and Delivery
7:30 a.m. - 5:15 p.m.

Body Shop
The Body Shop provides
Free Loaners on all SGI

or Retail Collision Claims

550 Brand Road • Saskatoon
374-6330 • Toll Free 1-877-374-6330

GMC
Barristers, Solicitors and Mediators

RANDY KATZMAN
B.Comm., LL.B.

(306) 653-5000
Fax: (306) 652-4171

5th Floor, Atrium Place, #510, 128 - 4th Avenue S.,
Saskatoon, S7K 1M8

CUELENAERE, KENDALL
KATZMAN

         RICHARDS&

MAZEL TOV TO:
Arnie and Linda Shaw on the engagement of their son Michael to Tamara  Sander  of

Calgary.
Randy Katzman who has been appointed to the newly formed Saskatoon Public School

Foundation Board.
Mayah Holtslander who has accepted the position of Youth Editor for The Bulletin.

Leila Goluboff whose real estate team was ranked second amongst all Remax teams in
Saskatoon.

Ned Garstad who has joined our congregational and Jewish family after attending a Bet
Din on March 1st. Yasher Koach.

Moshe and Anat Kapelnikov ( our second Shlichim) on the birth of a son, Yahli Leon on
December 16th, 2008 in Israel.

CONDOLENCES TO:
Hazzan Neil Schwartz on the recent death of his mother Shirley Berenbaum of St. Pauls,

Minnesota.
The family of Syd Gelmon on his recent death in Vancouver. (see obit)

The family of Arnold Golumbia on his recent death in Vancouver. ( see obit)
Marvin Horowitz on the death of his mother.

Mary Melnychuk, former President of CAI, and her family, on the death of her
husband Adam on December 25th, 2008

We are beginning to emerge from a
challenging and difficult winter. No one is
immune to the world economic crisis and
for those contemplating retirement and
maintaining a reasonable lifestyle, the next
few years may include more work, less
spending and a review of personal and family
goals. Yet again, we worry about the events
in the Middle East as another “war” has
been fought. As always, Israel is judged by
a different set of standards from most of the
world. No one revels in the destruction seen
in the Gaza conflict, not the least of who are
Israelis themselves. One only has to read
the reflection of the Israeli reservist in this
Bulletin to see how this conflict affects an
average Israeli. Our community continues
to support Israel as shown by successful
UJA and Youth Aliyah campaigns. We have
nurtured a close relationship with Israel in a
unique way through our Shlichim. You can
also read an in depth and thoughtful
account of many of the compelling issues
facing the Israeli people by Lior and Karen-
Or. We will welcome back our second
Shlichim, Moshe and Anat, who continue
their lives in Toronto for several years. Our
first Shlichim ( at that time Areivim), Noah
and Natan have been in Australia for several
years continuing similar work and have been
honoured by the Jewish Agency for their
work in that country.

In the past few days, several stories have
broken. Of course, we all know now that
David Ahenakew was found Not Guilty of
inciting hate based on his odious remarks
of seven years ago. Regardless of whether
or not his behaviour and remarks did or did
not satisfy the criteria of a hate crime seems
less relevant at this time. He has been
disgraced in the eyes of those with integrity
and good judgement. The events have
resulted in the a greater dialogue between
the Jewish and the First Nation’s community
and work continues to be done by the
respective leadership to ensure a better
understanding of these similar yet diverse
groups. Canadian Jewish Congress has
taken First Nation leaders to Israel and
Jewish groups continue to express an
interest and a desire to visit Canadian
reserves. Education is power and provides
understanding of history and whatever can

be done to foster that is in everyone’s
interest. As referred to above, Israel faces
double standards of judgement and
response by others. The Ontario University
Workers’ Coordinating Committee moved to
support a boycott of Israeli Academic
institutions. How bigoted and narrow –
minded to attempt to penalize individuals
and institutions who have made vast
contributions in science, medicine, the arts,
and technology. Fortunately, CUPE National
President Paul Moist stated that the
academic boycott motion is contrary to the

core values of CUPE. We would hope that
his input reflects more the greater integrity
of members of their organization.

I should end on optimism and hope and
compliment Hazzan Shwartz on his thoughts
about the new American President who
captured the imagination and excitement of
the entire world. Fresh and dynamic
leadership is always inspiring and in spite
of the fact that Barack Obama is not the
Messiah, in him we do see a change in how
the world might face the challenges of the
future.
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Surrounded by
his family, Arnold
Golumbia passed
away peacefully at
his home in
Vancouver on
January 9th, 2009.
Born in Saskatoon
on January 29th,
1923, Arnold lived
a full life in every

way.
Arnold, his sister and three brothers were

raised on the family farm in Macrorie,
Saskatchewan – a farm which his parents,
Annie (Arlinsky) and Philip Golumbia,
homesteaded in the early 1900’s.  His love
of the farm never left him, and it was there
that he first met Claire Ruskin who became
his wife in 1949.

After graduating from the University of
Saskatchewan with a Bachelor of Commerce
degree, Arnold became a Chartered
Accountant in 1951.  His first partnership,
Hamilton George Taylor Golumbia and

Obituary - Arnold Golumbia
Company, grew and over time necessitated
mergers with two national firms.  Arnold was
on the National Management Committee of
the merged firms and at the end of his career
was a retired partner of Deloitte.  He
practiced in Saskatoon until his retirement
in 1983, and was honoured with the
designation of Fellow of the Institute of
Chartered Accountants in recognition of his
contributions to his profession and
community.

Arnold always played an active role in
the life of the Saskatoon Jewish Community
as well as the community at large.  He was a
member of the Board and Treasurer of the
Saskatoon Jewish Community for many
years.  Arnold was President of the
Saskatoon Lodge of B’nai Brith at the time
of the sod turning for the Agudas Israel
Synagogue and served on the executive
committee, North West Council of B’nai
Brith Lodges.  He served on boards and
committees of many organizations in
Saskatoon.  Upon moving to Vancouver in
1985, Arnold continued his involvement with

‘Community’, being actively involved with
the Richmond Country Club, Canadian
Friends of Hebrew University, Vancouver
Federation and the Jewish Family Service
Agency’s Polsky Golf Tournament, and he
always enjoyed working at the Hadassah
Bazaar.

Through his hard work, integrity and
generosity in his professional life and in the
community, and through his dedication to
his family and friends, Arnold earned the
respect and love of those who knew him.

Arnold is survived by his beloved wife
Claire, children Rochelle Golumbia, Carol
(Lori) Feldman, Bev (Rob) Philipp,
grandchildren, Perry, Matthew and Mira
Feldman and Lianna & Oliver Philipp,
brother Dr. Joe (Colleen) Golumbia, sister-
in-law Bess Golumbia, and many loving
nieces, nephews and cousins.  The family is
grateful for the wonderful medical care that
Arnold received and for the support of the
staff and residents at The Weinberg
Residence and many friends.

Syd Gelmon
was born in
W i n n i p e g ,
Manitoba on
June 25, 1916 and
died in Vancouver
on January 8,
2009. He is
survived by his
wife, Miriam, and

his children: Larry (Sarah Jones) of Nairobi,
Kenya; Paula (Ken Langford) of Vancouver;

Karen (Peter Busby) of Vancouver; and
Sherril (Phil Kreitner) of Portland, Oregon;
six grandchildren: Leila and Cassie Gelmon,
Elliot and Sasha Langford, Sophie and
Isabelle Busby, and three step-
grandchildren: Stefen, Nick and Rachel
Langford. Syd grew up in Sturgis,
Preeceville, Rhein, Yorkton and Winnipeg.
He graduated from the University of
Minnesota School of Dentistry in 1938, and
subsequently joined the Dental Corps of
the Canadian Armed Forces. At the end of
the war, he settled in Saskatoon, where he
married Miriam Chertkow in 1945. He
practised dentistry from the 1940’s to his
retirement in 1988. Syd pioneered a number
of dental techniques for children with
special needs, including reconstructive
dentistry for children born with cleft palate,
and was a founding member of the American
Association for Dentistry for the
Handicapped in the late 1950’s. For many

years he taught basics of dentistry to
medical and nursing students at the
University of Saskatchewan, joining the
faculty of the College of Dentistry at its
inception in 1967. For his service to the
Saskatchewan and Canadian Dental
Associations he was awarded Honourary
Fellowships in the Royal College of Dentists
of Canada, and in the International College
of Dentists. Syd was involved in a number
of community and cultural organizations,
including Congregation Agudas Israel,
Saskatoon B’nai Brith, Nutana Rotary Club,
Mendel Art Gallery, Medical Arts Building,
the Saskatoon Club, the Saskatoon
Symphony, and the Riverside Golf and
Country Club. He was recognized with the

B’nai Brith "We're Proud of You Award”, and
with the Paul Harris Award from Rotary. In
1994 he and Miriam moved to Vancouver to
be closer to their children and grandchildren.
Syd was extremely devoted to his family and
maintained close bonds with many cousins
and friends throughout his lifetime. He
loved golf, travel, reading, the arts,
socializing, and fine wine and cuisine. He
was known for his intellect, strong opinions,
sense of humour, and generosity.

Donations in Syd’s memory may be given
to the Mendel Art Gallery (www.mendel.ca),
the Saskatchewan Jewish Foundation
(jewishcommunity@sasktel.net), or the
Louis Brier Home and Hospital Companion
Fund (www.louisbrier.com/giving.html ).

Obituary - Sydney Ralph Gelmon, D.D.S.

PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
FROM A QUALIFIED

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Darrell Nordstrom, R.F.P., C.F.P., CLU.
•Financial Estate Planning
•Investment Management
•Charitable Bequests

Assante Wealth Management
Wealth Creation, Preservation and Management

200 - 261 1st Ave. East
Saskatoon, Sask. S7K 1X2

Bus: 665-3377 Res: 933-4123
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Reading T’nakh (Part 1)
by Rabbi Emeritus Roger Pavey

We are so
used to reading
the T’nakh as the
parashah of the
w e e k
supplemented by
the Haftarah

during every Shabbat morning service, that
we probably don’t stop to consider whether
we really understand what is being read.
Surely, the translations we have, plus the
notes in the translations, mean that we are
actually coming to grips with the text.

Actually, no!
There are some real problems with

reading the Hebrew Bible and understanding
what it means.  It is not for nothing that
many scholars suspect that the Hebrew text
as we have it is (a) “corrupt”, and (b)
represents an artificial language created by
the writers for religious purposes.  By
“corrupt” I mean that the scribes involved
have made mistakes in transmission which
make it hard to read the text with much
understanding.  It is the glibness of the
translators, based on commentators who
make educated guesses as to meaning, and
are often more concerned to find homiletic
meaning than the real meaning, that give us
this mistaken picture.

There are words that are used only once,
in scholarly jargon hapaxlegomena; what
they mean is guesswork derived from the
context, or we hopefully find similar words
in other languages that might fit.  The verbal
tense system in Biblical Hebrew has no
relationship at all to time, so when things
happen derives from what might be the
context.  And in Biblical style there is a
device called “conversive vav” (vav ha
hippukh), which means that in a narrative if
you start with a verb in the perfect tense,
then the next verb if prefixed by a vav
(meaning and or but) must be in the imperfect
tense, and vice versa.  The actual timing of
the events derives from what makes sense
in the context according to the reader.

Take, for example, the list of forbidden
animals and birds in Leviticus.  If you read
an English translation every creature is
clearly identified.  Most of them are guesses.
And to see just how weird some guesses
must be, consider an animal mentioned in
Exodus whose skin was used to decorate
the portable Ark in which the tablets of the
Ten Commandments were carried, the
tahash  We have no idea what a tahash was.
In the English it is translated as a dugong or
a sea otter (in the Sinai desert?!)  The best
translation of tahash surely, is tahash!  And

Our keynote speaker for this year will be
survivor David Shentow.  David was born
on April 29th, 1925 in Warsaw, Poland.  At
an early age his family moved to Antwerp in
Belgium.  David will share his story of how
the Gestapo separated his mother and
sisters from his father and himself.  He never
saw his mother or sister again.  David will
share his horrific experiences in the
concentration camp of Auschwitz.  David
remembers, “As we passed through the
gates I looked up at the wrought iron motto,
“ARBEIT MACHT FREI”.  I remembered
that it was some time around Yom Kippur
and I thought that if Hitler was to win the
war that I would never come out of that
prison alive.  At that time, I did not
understand that the oddly-shaped letter “B”
carried a subtle code:  nothing beyond that
gate would relate to a normal universe.”

some of the Prophetic material, Amos in
particular, is so “corrupt” that the Hebrew
is literally incomprehensible.

We don’t even know what the Hebrew of
the Bible sounded like.  It is convenient to
read it as modern Hebrew, but we know that
that is wrong.  We also use modern Hebrew
when reading Ugaritic (early Canaanite) texts
and even Akkadian (Babylonian/Assyrian
cuneiform) texts.

We also read ancient Egyptian
hieroglyphs as though they were Greek or
Coptic.  To retroject modern pronunciation
of a language 2500-3000 years into the past
is exceedingly rash.

The problem is the vowels.  We don’t
know what vowels are there because the
language wrote only consonants.  Only later
did ancient languages begin to use some of
the less used consonant signs to hint at the
vowels; and not until the early Middle Ages
did the Massoretes devise the system of
writing vowels that we now have in Hebrew.
And we know that the Massoretic vowelling
and punctuation was invented to force us
to read the Bible in a certain way, which we
know from the Dead Sea Scrolls and the
quotations recorded in Talmud was not
necessarily the way earlier generations read
the T’nakh.  And anyway, these early
languages only used three vowel sounds, a
as in “father”, i as in “pin”, and u as in
“brute”.

So, how, then, are we to read our Bible
and understand what the original writers
wanted us to understand?

Yom Ha’Shoah
Holocaust Memorial Service

Sunday, April 26th, 2009  -  1:30pm
Agudas Israel 715 McKinnon Ave, Saskatoon

Keynote Speaker   -  David Shentow
David’s is also an amazing story of hope

and of survival.  In 2008 David and his wife
Rose, accompanied our own March of the
Living students as part of the Coast to Coast
delegation.  During this trip David placed a
placard in the ground at Birkenau; on it he
wrote the number the Nazis tattooed into
his arm “72585” and the words “You did not
claim my soul!”.

Our Marchers were profoundly moved
by David’s stories and by the warmth they
felt from David and Rose.  They developed
very close emotional ties with this special
couple.  We are so glad to have them come
to our city and share their stories and
themselves with us.    Please  come and meet
our guests  at our 2009  Holocaust Memorial.

Jan Gitlin Co-Chairperson Holocaust
Memorial Committee

THE BULLETIN
Editor-in-Chief .......................... Steven Goluboff
Youth Editor .........................Mayah Holtslander
Advertising Manager ........................... Ron Gitlin
Circulation Manager ..................... Myla Deptuck
Layout & Graphic Design .............. Janet Eklund

Cost of this issue with mailing ................. $1200
Advertisements ...................................... $30/issue
Page Sponsorship ........... $25/issue or $130/year
Issues Published ............................................... 111
Issues/Year ........................................................... 6
If you are happy with the Bulletin and enjoy reading it, please
consider sponsoring a page ($25/issue or $130/year). Contact
Steven Goluboff or Ron Gitlin.

E-Mail Address: s.goluboff@shaw.ca
jteklund@sasktel.net

jewishcommunity@sasktel.net
website: www.saskatoon.uscjhost.net
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For
RESULTS,
SERVICE &
EXPERIENCE
call me today.
I look forward to working with you!

Member of REMAX
Chairman Club

Lifetime Achievement Award
2006

#2 Remax Team 2008

Saskatoon

Leila Goluboff

I would like to thank Gary Hanson for
conceiving and realizing the beautiful idea
of making a replica of the Temple of Solomon
and dedicating it to the memory of my mother,
Martha Blum, and to Prof. Hans Gruen, a
truly brilliant and inspiring professor of
Biology.  He taught a first year class which
I was required to take and taught us the
section on the discovery of RNA and DNA.
I remember his classes vividly and still have
my notes.

About 18 months ago, not long before
she died, my mother spontaneously took off
a necklace which she was wearing and wore
often at home, and gave it to me.  It was a
Solomon Stone from Israel.  I believe both
she and I understood the significance of
that gesture at the time.  My mother aspired
to wisdom, although she never described
herself as a wise person, quite the contrary
in fact.  She thought she was very impulsive
and sometimes even described herself as
immoral.  She hastened to add, however, that
her immorality was not of the conventional
kind.  I think she meant that she was not
necessarily influenced by what others
thought was moral.  And I also think she
knew that she had become wise in latter
years.  How did she do so?  To answer this
question I am reminded of a quotation of
Euripides

Whoso neglects learning in his youth
Loses the past and is dead for the future

Phrixus, fragment 830
My mother never neglected learning.

She loved to learn her whole life long.  Her
first teacher was Mme Geneviève from
Nancy, France, who lived with my
grandparents and taught her piano and
French from the ages of 4 to 7.  French
language and literature and piano were two
of the great loves of my mother’s life.  Indeed,
she inspired me to study French.  From the
age of about 8 to 15 my mother was very
religious and devout, a child of a traditional

practicing Jewish family.  She was inspired
by her maternal grandmother Ethel
Glückstern Herschmann and by her paternal
grandfather Selig Guttmann.  Although as
an adult she questioned her faith, this period
of her life deeply influenced her insight into
others.  I think it is evident from her writing
that she knew that what people believe is
what makes them tick.  They may inherit
beliefs, reject them permanently for different
reasons, or they may in whole or in part
return to the beliefs of their family.  She
believed that religious faith, accepted or
rejected, is an essential part of one’s identity,
or who we are and where we come from.

Another great pillar of her thought was
her belief in science, in the right to doubt.
She would often refer to my father’s answer
to those who asked him if he believed in
anything.  “Yes, he would reply, I believe in
doubt.  All great scientists are doubters.”
In her scientific life, she was very influenced
by my father Richard Blum, a mathematician,
and by her father Abraham Guttmann, who
inspired her to become a pharmacologist.
Then came the Holocaust, the fight for
survival, and the difficult return to normalcy
afterwards in Canada.  Six months after
landing on these shores at Pier 21 in Halifax,
Nova Scotia, she presented her first book
report in English.  Her cousins, who had
invited her to join, were absolutely amazed.
It was on a biography of Benjamin Disraeli.

While I was searching for the perfect
quotation for this talk, I came across one by
him.  It is a reply to a taunt by a certain
member of the British Parliament and it goes
thus:

“Yes, I am a Jew, and when the ancestors
of the right honorable gentleman were brutal
savages in an unknown island, mine were
priests in the Temple of Solomon.”  I think
you can see why my mother had such

respect for him.
In fact, as time

passed, she began
to read more and
more biography and
history and less and
less fiction.  She
limited her reading
of fiction to only the
greatest, such as
Thomas Mann and
Marcel Proust.  She was aware of the
contradiction this implied because as a
novelist she was asking her audience to
read her work, and yet she herself found her
inspiration in history and biography.

An essential part of her intellectual and
spiritual growth came with Rabbi Pavey’s
Monday classes.  In all the years she
attended, she never failed to be excited by
them.  For her, the study of the Book of
Genesis was a very special time in her life
and she said so often.  It is astonishing to
me how she was able to weave together, in
the light of memory and understanding,
love of science, of learning and of people,
all the stories and chapters and poetry which
became her ultimate and most visible gift to
others, her writing.

Wisdom is not easy to achieve, but I
think she achieved it.  There could be no
more fitting tribute to her life than a
dedication of the replica of the Temple of
Solomon, which is always there at the core
of our hearts and minds.

Thank you.

by Irene Blum

The Temple of Solomon Replica Honours Martha Blum

Breakfast Club
On the menu: Coffee, Bagels and the Israeli movie
Lemon Tree - Salma, a Palestinian widow - living
there for decades - , has to stand up against her new
neighbor, the Israeli Defense Minister, when he
moves into his new house opposite her lemon grove,
on the green line border between Israel and the
West Bank.
Movie length: 106 minutes.

Sunday, April 5 – 10 am - at the Centre

Editor's Note: The Temple of Solomon Rep-
lica can be seen at the U of S Museum of
Antiquity on campus.
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In the summer of 2005 Israel withdrew
from the Gaza strip in order to initiate peace
with the Palestinians. During this period
Israel had been barraged with over 8,000
rockets and mortars. Despite Israel’s
repeated warnings attempting to deter
violence this past December, Hamas chose
to disregard the ceasefire. Hamas militants
increased their firing of rockets and mortars,
strategically aiming at Israeli towns and
cities. After over three years of Hamas
continuously firing at a sovereign nation,
Israel’s patience ran out; wouldn’t yours?

Surely you have an opinion on the war
in Gaza but how much do you actually
know?

Amid anti-Israel rallies guised as “peace
rallies” and anti-Semitic propaganda
spewed in the Arts tunnel, we wish to offer
an alternative: it’s Israel’s turn to speak. The
loud voice of Gaza, often led by protesters
with unfounded biases, is passively
accepted as the truth. We wish to share some
perspective on the distortion of the current
situation in Gaza, which we seem
misrepresented as reality.

This distorted information, currently
being disseminated by Gaza supporters, is
illustrated by the appalling misuse of
language and imagery in representing this
conflict. In Saskatoon and globally there
have been rallies with posters equating the
swastika to a Star of David, a Jewish religious
symbol. Comparing the actions of Israel to
the Nazis is offensive, erroneous and
dangerous.

The actions of the democratic Israeli
government are defensive in nature and in
no way resemble the genocide committed
during the Holocaust. Not only do such
ignorant comparisons misrepresent Israeli
policy but they also incorrectly assume that
all Jews (whether they be Israeli, European,
Canadian, left wing or right wing) are
implicated and agree with how the latest
Israeli offensive was carried out. This can
only be interpreted as anti-Semitic. Some
commentators have gone as far as to label
the war in Gaza a genocide, which completely
belittles the magnitude of the term. Genocide
is the systematic and deliberate elimination

of a race, culture or ethnic group. Israel’s
actions are targeted at the destabilization of

the Hamas militant leadership and not at
the civilians. The death of over 1,000
Palestinian civilians in Gaza is tragic but it is
not genocide.

If we call it genocide, we undermine the

MorMore to the Gaza ware to the Gaza war than counting casualtiesthan counting casualties
Israel's offensive against Hamas was justified

bu Ellie Adler & Rocky Lis on behalf of the Jewish Students’ Association. Reprinted from the January 29th edition of The Sheaf
significance of the 300,000 deaths in Darfur
and other atrocities around the world.

Just like it limits the magnitude of these
other terms, the significance of the word
terrorist seems to be lost in this issue. To
some, Hamas may seem like a legitimate
political player but it is not. The U.S.
Department of State, and Public Safety
Canada have listed Hamas as a terrorist
organization and not without reason.
Despite the repeated demands by the
international community, Hamas continues
to refuse to recognize Israel’s right to exist.

This sentiment is clearly addressed in the
Hamas charter and reiterated by Hamas
leadership: “We will not rest until we destroy
the Zionist entity,” said Hamas leader Fathi
Hammad in Gaza on Jan. 2.

One of the main arguments used to gain
sympathy by the Gaza supporters is in the
number of casualties. Indeed there has been
a disproportionate number of Palestinians
versus Israelis killed during this conflict.
However, these causalities cannot be taken
at face value. Hamas exploits the civilians

Hello,
While the world watches the ruins in Gaza, you return to your home which remains

standing. However, I am sure that it is clear to you that someone was in your home while
you were away.

I am that someone.
I spent long hours imagining how you would react when you walked into your home.

How you would feel when you understood that IDF soldiers had slept on your mattresses
and used your blankets to keep warm.

I knew that it would make you angry and sad and that you would feel this violation of
the most intimate areas of your life by those defined as your enemies, with stinging
humiliation. I am convinced that you hate me with unbridled hatred, and you do not
have even the tiniest desire to hear what I have to say. At the same time, it is important
for me to say the following in the hope that there is even the minutest chance that you
will hear me.

I spent many days in your home. You and your family’s presence was felt in every
corner. I saw your family portraits on the wall, and I thought of my family. I saw your
wife’s perfume bottles on the bureau, and I thought of my wife. I saw your children’s
toys and their English language schoolbooks. I saw your personal computer and how
you set up the modem and wireless phone next to the screen, just as I do.

I wanted you to know that despite the immense disorder you found in your house
that was created during a search for explosives and tunnels (which were indeed found in
other homes), we did our best to treat your possessions with respect. When I moved the
computer table, I disconnected the cables and lay them down neatly on the floor, as I
would do with my own computer. I even covered the computer from dust with a piece of
cloth. I tried to put back the clothes that fell when we moved the closet although not the
same as you would have done, but at least in such a way that nothing would get lost.

I know that the devastation, the bullet holes in your walls and the destruction of
those homes near you place my descriptions in a ridiculous light. Still, I need you to
understand me, us, and hope that you will channel your anger and criticism to the right
places.

I decided to write you this letter specifically because I stayed in your home.
I can surmise that you are intelligent and educated and there are those in your

household that are university students. Your children learn English, and you are
connected to the Internet. You are not ignorant; you know what is going on around you.

Therefore, I am sure you know that Quassam rockets were launched from your
neighborhood into Israeli towns and cities.

 An Open Letter to A citizen Of Gaza:
I Am the Soldier Who Slept In Your Home:

By: Yishai G (reserve soldier)

continued on page 14

continued on page 18

This letter was written by a reserve soldier who was the  guide for Simonne
Horwitz on her first March of the Living trip in 2007.
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Ladies, you are in for a real treat at this
year’s Silver Spoon Dinner with our featured
guest speaker, Rick Mercer.  This brilliantly
funny and charismatic host of The Rick
Mercer Report has been described as “Cana-
da’s Funniest Satirist”.The Lavin Agency
bills him as their “most popular comic, a po-
litical satirist who knows exactly what mat-
ters to regular Canadians and what makes
them laugh.”

His top-rated, award-winning CBC show,
The Rick Mercer Report — which routinely
tramples even its American competitors in
the ratings — features his trademark rants,
hilarious (and informative) fake newscasts,
commercial parodies, and comic encounters
with famous Canadians, talking about
Canada. More than any other comedian (or
journalist for that matter), he talks to Cana-
dian newsmakers with a refreshing candor,

Celebrity Guest
Rick Mercer

and is uniquely able to spin topical hilarity
from the people and the things deeply em-
bedded in the national consciousness.

Born in St. John’s, Newfoundland, Mer-
cer is a Gemini-winning television host, ac-
tor and writer who has starred on This Hour
Has 22 Minutes, Made in Canada, and Rick
Mercer’s Talking to Americans, which was
watched by millions, and attracted attention
across North America; it remains the high-
est-rated comedy special in Canadian his-
tory. He is also the author of two books,
Streeters and The Rick Mercer Report: The
Book, which were both number one national
bestsellers.

Rick Mercer's topic is; My Adventures in
Canadian Television: an Evening with Rick
Mercer.   In his hilarious, standing room-only
keynotes (he is perhaps Canada’s most re-
quested speaker), Mercer draws on the best

moments from his show, taking you behind
the scenes of classic Canadian moments: his
interview with Jean Chretien at a Harvey’s,
his “Talking To Americans” specials, and
much more. On full display is his understand-
ing of what delights, and occasionally en-
rages us about our politicians, our media,
our neighbours to the south, our unique pop
culture, and our place in the world.

Avivi, June
Bernbaum, Mel
Blum, Martha - The Estate
B'nai Brith Lodge - Saskatoon
Bobowsky, Jenny
Bornstein, Eil
Brewster, Elizabeth
Buckwold, Bruce and Tamara
Buckwold, Clarice
Buckwold, Ian and Mary Ellen
Buckwold, Rich and Carol
Cameron, Bruce
Davidner, Hershel and Jean
Dawson, Joe and Karen
Ditlove, Mark and Wendy
Erickson, Jan
Fenyes, Les and Heather
Gibbings, Rob and Kate
Gitlin, Jan and Ron
Gitlin, Josh and Nicky
Garstad, Ned
Goluboff, Leila and Steven
Goluboff, Shaina
Gonor, Saul
Grace Goluboff
Grant, George.
Gurstein, Zara
Heggie, Wade and Betty Ann
Holtslander, Gordon and Franci
Horlick, Lou and Ruth

THANK YOU TO ALL OF THOSE WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED GENEROUSLY TO THE 2008
SASKATOON DIVISION OF THE UNITED JEWISH  APPEAL OF CANADA.

WE HAVE RAISED ALMOST $100,000 FROM OUR COMMUNITY
Hornick, Michael and Stacey
Horowitz, Simonne and Dwight Newman
Jacobsen, Perry and Jordana
Kaplan, David and Susanne
Katzman, David and Susan
Katzman, Ralph
Katzman, Randy and  Shirley
Pollak, Mirka
Remmer, Ross and Linda
Rose, Gladys
Rosenberg, Alan and Leslie Ann
Scharfstein, Grant and Marsha
Scharfstein, Jean
Schwartz, Neil

Sharfe, Sherwood and Elaine
Shaw, Arnie and Linda
Shiffman, Jack and Bev
Singer Barry, and Janice Gingell
Sofer, Eileen
Solzberg, Al
Stromberg, Robert and Sandra
Waldman, Ron and Shannon
Waldman, Toba
Wasserman, Leona

This Page is Sponsored by the United Israel Appeal of Canada
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Hadassah-WIZO News
Canadian Hadassah-WIZO is a volunteer women's Zionist organization that provides material and moral support
to enhance the lives of women, children and youth in Israel through its health care, education and social services
projects. It fosters and strengthens Jewish ideals and highlights the role of Israel in today's world.

This Page is Sponsored by Saskatoon Hadassah WIZO

Hadassah Cards
From Sarah Goldenberg chapter to

Elizabeth Brewster-Congratulations for
receiving the Saskatchewan Order of Merit

From Linda and Arnie Shaw to Grant
Scharfstein for a speedy recovery.

From Wendy and Mark Ditlove to Gillian
and Billy Horwitz for sympathy for

their daughter's death.
From Mark and Wendy Ditlove to Rich

and Ruth Golumbia in sympathy  for
Rich's sister

From  Wendy and Mark Ditlove- Get well
to Dianne Spiegel.

From Arnie and Linda Shaw to Mrs.
Gillian Horwitz in sympathy on passing

of her daughter.
From Arnie and Linda Shaw to Mary

Melnychuk in sympathy on the passing
of Adam..

From Dianne and Gerry Greenblat to Mary
Melnychuk on the passing of Adam

From Linda and Arnie Shaw and Clarice
Buckwold in sympathy to Paula

Gelmon and family in memory of Syd.
From Linda and Arnie Shaw and Clarice
Buckwold to Joe & Colleen Golumbia

in memory of Arnold.
From Linda and Arnie Shaw to Marvin and

Helen Bernstein in sympathy on
the passing of Marv's mother.

From SG chapter to Marvin and Helen
Bernstein on the passing of Marv's

mother.

Firstly, I want to
send out my heartfelt
thanks to all of you
who contributed to

our CHW 2008 “One Campaign” in Decem-
ber and even into January.  You proved once
again that Saskatoon CHW may be small but
we are mighty.  We raised almost $10,000!
This campaign replaced our annual Youth
Aliyah Campaign and the funds raised go to
support all the  Hadassah-WIZO’s projects
for Children, Healthcare and Women in Is-
rael.  There was a quote from Debbie Baylin
in the last Orah Magazine that might be the
key to the success of our campaign.  She
said “I have been so blessed in my life and I
(feel I) have a responsibility to give back”.
I’m proud that so many of you act on that

feeling of responsibility too.  We do make a
difference.

Secondly, congratulations to Jerry and
Terry Katz, the winners of this year’s Jewish
Dinner-for-Eight Raffle.  Our Sarah
Goldenberg Chapter members will give the
Katz’s and their guests a dinner to remember
on Sunday, March 29th, so all you
balabustas , offer your special Jewish dishes
for this event.  Call Linda.  Leona delivered a
treat-filled gift basket to our last year’s win-
ner, Chris Eyerly, because unfortunately he
could not come up with a workable date to
serve that dinner.  Thank you to everyone

CHW 2008 “ONE CAMPAIGN”
Thank you to all who so generously contributed to the 2008 Campaign.  This is our sole
annual fundraiser for the good work of CHW in Israel.  It’s never too late to donate.  Call
Linda Shaw.
The following is a list of current donors:
June Avivi
Helen and Marvin Bernstein
Jennie Bobowsky
Elizabeth Brewster
Bruce Buckwold
Clarice Buckwold
Richard Buckwold
Mary Cameron
Lesley-Ann Crone and Alan Rosenberg
Wendy and Mark Ditlove
Janet Erikson
Jan and Ron Gitlin
Aydel and Laurence Givelichian
Grace Goluboff
Leila and Steven Goluboff
Bette-Ellen and Harold Gonick
Saul Gonor
Dianne and Gerry Greenblat
Lois and Walter Gumprich
Zara Gurstein
Cydney Hayes
Jennifer and Jeff Hesselson
Kayla Hock

who bought and sold raffle tickets.
A reminder:  It’s Silver Spoon Dinner plan-

ning time again.  I’m really excited about hav-
ing Rick Mercer as our Guest Speaker.  We’re
all in the mood for hearty laughter this year
and Rick Mercer is sure to deliver.  The Din-
ner will be Monday, May 4th at TCU Place.
Tickets go on sale on March 9th at the Top
of the Inn, Sheraton Cavalier at our compli-
mentary Wine and Cheese Ticket Sale Re-
ception.  Buy your tickets there or call
Wendy @ 374-8848 or by e-mail at
silverspoondinner@gmail.com.  Be sure to
volunteer to help.

Franci and Gordon Holtslander
Ruth and Lou Horlick
Jordana and Perry Jacobson
Susanne and David Kaplan
Shirley and Randy Katzman
Pauline Laimon
Zoe Litman
Mirka Pollak
Burna Purkin and Manny Sonnenschein
Gladys Rose
Jack Sandbrand
Robin and Bryce Sasko
Jean Scharfstein
Elaine and Sherwood Sharfe
Linda and Arnie Shaw
Bev and Jack Shiffman
Barry Singer
Eileen Soffer
Toba Waldman
Leona Wasserman

* If I have missed listing your name, I
apologize and will rectify the error in the
next Bulletin. L

by Linda Shaw

Sunday, March 8th
SSD Veggie Cutting
11:00 a.m. – JCC
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Library News
by Patricia Pavey

CIBC Wood Gundy is a division of CIBC World Markets
Inc., a subsidiary of CIBC and Member CIPF

Successful investing
starts with

CIBC Wood Gundy

Ron Holmes
(306) 975-3818 or 1-800-561-3800

CIBC
WOOD GUNDY

Some New Titles in Your Library

For adults:-
Five Books of Moses: a translation with
commentary, by Robert Alter.
This book delves into literary and biblical
scholarship, yet is accessible to the general
reader. Alter discusses why we need yet
another translation. The book contains
fascinating footnotes on various Hebrew
terms and may well be the best one-volume
introduction to the Torah ever published in
English.

Don’t You Know it’s 40 Below? by Jack
Kates
Kates was born and reared on the Canadian
Prairies, where he lived for twenty-seven
years before emigrating to the United States.
This humorous, heartwarming memoir tells
the story of the only family of Jewish
immigrant storekeepers in a tiny
Saskatchewan town during the Great
Depression and World War II. Paying tribute
to the Great Canadian Prairies where he was
born and reared, Kates also presents a
literary microcosm of a world that no longer
exists.
(Donated by Saskatoon Public Library)

Away (a novel) by Amy Bloom
See previous Bulletin

Tranquil Star - short stories by Primo Levi
Holocaust memoirist Levi (1919–1987) also
wrote small fiction sketches.  While these
pieces (published in Italian from 1949 to

1986) don’t really stand on their own, they
shed further light on Levi’s life and work.

Jewish Journeys by Jeremy Leigh
This book invites the contemporary reader
to consider the vastness of the Jewish
journey, to enjoy the reflections of those
who recorded their experiences and to place
themselves somewhere in the continuum.
The book is primarily an anthology of Jewish
‘travel writing’ from earliest time until the
present. Material is drawn from Biblical
sources, travel chronicles, biographies, and
modern literary reflections.

For children:-
Four Perfect Pebbles by Lila Perl and
Marion Blumenthal Lazan
Marion Blumenthal was not quite five years
old in 1939 when her family fled Germany
for Holland, ending up in the relative safety
of Westerbork, then a refugee camp run by
the Dutch government. They had visas for
the U.S. and tickets for an ocean crossing,
but during a fatal three-month
postponement of their sailing, the Germans
invaded Holland. By 1944 the Blumenthals
arranged to be part of a group bound for
Palestine in exchange for the release of
German POWs; the family was instead sent
to Bergen Belsen.  This is their horrifying
story.
For ages 10 and up.
(Donated by the Holtslander family)

Goodbye Marianne, the graphic novel, by
Irene Watts
First published as a children’s novel in 1998,
and now reissued in graphic novel format,
this is the story of 11-year old Marianne
Kohn, whose world collapses when she and
all Jewish students in German State schools
are expelled.

Rashi’s daughter, secret scholar, by Maggie
Anton
Anton introduces Joheved and her sister,
Miriam, daughters of Biblical scholar, Rashi.
The scene is 11th century France and the
book spans years of what life was like at the
time for residents of Troyes in general and
Jewish girls in particular.

The Truth about my Bat Mitzvah, by Noral
Raleigh Baskin
Caroline’s mom is Jewish, her dad isn’t, and
Caroline has never really thought of herself
as any religion. But when her nana dies and
leaves Caroline a Star of David necklace,
Caroline begins to wonder about her
heritage. If she starts going to synagogue,
won’t that upset her dad? Should she have
a Bat Mitzvah like her best friend, Rachel?
Does Caroline want to be Jewish? The more
she thinks about it, the more questions she
has.

Diary of Laura’s Twin by Kathy Kacer
(Canadian)
Laura is about to celebrate her Bat Mitzvah,
when she is “twinned” with Sara Gittler, a
young girl her own age who was imprisoned
by the Nazis in the Warsaw Ghetto during
the Holocaust. Laura learns about Sara’s life
and then shares her Bat Mitzvah with her
“twin” by speaking of her at the ceremony.
Sara’’s diary unfolds with the details of her
daily life in the Ghetto, a world full of fear,
confusion, tragedy and above all, courage.
Among the awards won by Canadian writer,
Kathy Kacer, is the Jewish Book Award.  She
lives in Toronto with her husband and two
children.

#35 22nd Street E.  Saskatoon, SK

Website: www.saskcent.com
(306) 975-7926
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ChurChurchill and the Jews - a book rchill and the Jews - a book revieweview
by Gladys Rose

In a world and at
a time when Jews
were often the
objects of scorn,
dislike and hostility,
Churchill held them
in high esteem and

wanted them to have their rightful place in
the world.

Sir Martin Gilbert, who is best known for
his eight-volume biography of Winston
Churchill, has also written Churchill and the
Jews – A Lifelong Friendship, published in
2007 and the subject of this review.  It is a
book well worth reading.

Jewish boys were early school friends of
the young Winston.  Jews like Baron Nathan
Rothschild, the head of the British branch
of the Rothschild banking family, and Sir
Ernest Cassel, a British banker, were on close
terms with Winston’s father, Lord Randolph
Churchill.  They and Baron Maurice de
Hirsch, a leading Jewish philanthropist, were
frequent hosts to the Churchills, who
ignored the criticism levelled at them
because of their associations.

In 1894 Alfred Dreyfus, a Jewish officer
in the French army, was convicted of treason
and sent to Devil’s Island.  This was a
watershed moment for young Winston.  In
spite of the prevailing anti-Semitism in
England and in Europe, Churchill was a
vigorous supporter of Dreyfus and
condemned the prejudice that led to his
conviction.

From then on, Churchill remained
committed to Jewish rights, to Zionism and
ultimately to the State of Israel.  His first
public involvement in Jewish concerns came
in 1904 at the age of twenty-seven when his
Manchester Liberal parliamentary
constituency was one-third Jewish.  He
became a courageous champion of Jewish
causes, helping to prevent legislation that
would have impeded the large number of
Jews seeking to enter Britain.  These were
the Russian Jews who had been subject to
vicious and violent pogroms that continued
into the twentieth century.  On one occasion,
Churchill’s passionate speech captivated a
Jewish chemist living in Manchester, named
Chaim Weizmann.  Weizmann and Winston
Churchill were to become closely associated
in the evolution of Zionist policies.

As early as 1908, Churchill wrote, “I am
in full sympathy with the historical
traditional aspirations of the Jews.  The
restoration to them of a centre of true racial
and political integrity would be a
tremendous event in the history of the
world.”  During the First World War, when
Churchill was Minister of Munitions and

Weizmann was Director of the British
Admiralty laboratories, their lives
intersected with A.J. Balfour.  Balfour, the
Foreign Secretary, wrote the letter sent to
Baron Rothschild in November, 1917 which
has been known ever since as the Balfour
Declaration.  “The letter, on a single sheet
of Foreign Office paper, read, in full ‘His
Majesty’s Government view with favour the
establishment in Palestine of a national
home for the Jewish people, and will use
their best endeavours to facilitate the
achievement of this object, it being clearly
understood that nothing shall be done
which may prejudice the civil and religious
rights of existing non-Jewish communities
in Palestine, or the rights and political status
enjoyed by Jews in any other country.’”

In 1921, Churchill was appointed
Secretary of State for the Colonies, with
special responsibility for Britain’s two
Mandates, Palestine and Mesopotamia
(Iraq).  He visited the area in March of that
year.  On that visit, at times crowds shouted
“Palestine for the Arabs” and “Down with
the Zionists.”  At another time on that visit,
Churchill declared, “I believe that the
establishment of a Jewish National Home in
Palestine will be a blessing to the whole
world, a blessing to the Jewish race scattered
all over the world, and a blessing to Great
Britain.”  He went on to say, “You Jews of
Palestine have a very great responsibility;
you are the representatives of the Jewish
nation all over the world, and your conduct
should provide an example for, and do
honour to, Jews in all countries.”

The Arabs were by no means silent.
They vigorously opposed the Balfour
Declaration, claiming “that Palestine belongs
to the Arabs, and that the Balfour
Declaration is a gross injustice.”  The details
of this visit, with all its speeches, pledges,
and memoranda, are set out in considerable
detail and make for fascinating reading,
enabling us to understand present events
in a historical context.

It is worth recalling the important
Churchill White Paper, submitted for
approval to the League of Nations in 1922.
It stressed that in order for the Jewish
community in Palestine to have “the best
prospect of free development and provide a
full opportunity for the Jewish people to
display its capacities, it is essential that it
should know that it is in Palestine as of right
and not on sufferance.”

A Conservative administration formed
the 1922 government, a government where
Churchill had no place, at a time when there
was once again considerable anti-Jewish
feeling in Britain.  It makes engrossing

reading to learn of the libel lawsuits fought
by Lord Alfred Douglas against the Morning
Post newspaper.  Douglas (incidentally
Oscar Wilde’s lover) claimed that Churchill
had benefitted from Jewish money
conspiracies.  There were further libel suits
against Douglas with both Balfour and
Churchill being called as witnesses.
Douglas served six months in prison as a
result.

Gilbert deals with the rise of Hitler and
the fears Churchill expressed about German
intentions in articles published as early as
1935.  He outlines Churchill as a defender of
Zionism throughout the period when the
number of Jews who could enter Palestine
was limited.  Churchill spoke publicly,
saying “the Jewish race in a great country
is being subjected to most horrible, cold,
scientific persecution, brutal persecution —
their blood and race declared defiling and
accursed; every form of concentrated
human wickedness cast upon these people
by overwhelming power, by vile tyranny.”

Gilbert covers in detail, Churchill’s
testimony to the 1937 Peel Commission.  He
did not waver in his support for a Jewish
National Home, but his evidence was not
made public when the Commission Report
was published.  The report proposed the
division of Palestine into a Jewish state and
an Arab state in separate geographic areas
within Western Palestine.  Jerusalem and
Bethlehem were to be a separate entity
governed by Britain, together with a corridor
through Ramleh and Jaffa.

A short account of Vladimir Jabotinsky’s
approach to Churchill helps shed light on
their view that “a partitioned Palestine would
create a Jewish state too small in area to be
defendable from sustained Arab attack.”
Jabotinsky also pleaded for the Jewish
population of Eastern Europe, eerily
predicting “an unprecedented outburst of
anti-Jewish feeling.”

But this is enough to review.  Suffice it to
indicate that the last half of Gilbert’s book
deals with matters more familiar:  rampant
Nazism; the second World War; efforts to
save Jews; the establishment of the State of
Israel; Weizmann’s death; Churchill’s own
80th birthday; and more.

And not to resist a last quotation: when
David Ben Gurion was Israel’s Prime
Minister, he wrote the following letter to
Churchill, “Like many others in all parts of
the globe, I regard you as the greatest
Englishman in your country’s history and
the greatest statesman of our time, as the
man whose courage, wisdom, and foresight
saved his country and the free world from
Nazi servitude.”

Read the book!



This page is sponsored by Zora Gropper of Vancouver

12

This page is spsonored by Effie (Brook) & Harry Gordon of Vancouver

Birthright 2009
by Natasha Stubbs

YYYYYOUTHOUTHOUTHOUTHOUTH

I participated in birthright from Decem-
ber 30 to January 11. I fell in love with Israel
during my short stay there, and I really did
not want to leave. So much happened in ten
days that I am stilling trying to untangle
everything and figure out what I did and on
which day. But it is an amazing sort of
chaos; it is rare you have done so much you
cannot begin to remember everything.
Despite this frenetic chaos attached to my
stay in Israel, there are moments so brilliant,
I cannot help but remember the exact
moment they took place. Some are small and
rather silly, like our medic Yatir insisting the
wonders of rice will cure an upset stomach
(he had a great disdain for everything
Gravol, the Canadian’s best friend for

travelling it seems) or riding a camel in a gas
station parking lot -where a fellow partici-
pant was proposed to by the camels’
owners, a rather impressive amount of goats
and camels were offered, or the abundance
of cats prowling the entire country (seri-
ously, cats everywhere). Then there are the
moments that took my breath away.

Whenever I thought of birthright I only
ever thought of it as a North American
program, but my first couple of nights in
Jerusalem opened my eyes. Staying at our
hotel were birthright groups from all over
the world: Australia, Russia, Brazil, Scotland
and beyond. Connecting with Jews from all
over the world was so much fun; hearing
about them and their lives deepened the
sense of community I felt during my stay in
Israel. It was such a comforting feeling
being a part of something with so many
different people, all of us in Israel for the
same reason. Spending time with the six
Israelis who joined my group for five days
was also an eye opener; to have a group of

people your age telling you about their
home and their life, from school to the army,
makes everything far more real and
personal.

Another moment that stands out for me
was my first visit to the Western wall. There
was this wonderful calm in the air and
beautiful energy. It was there that I had
what my guide, Jonty, called an “ah-ha”
moment. A group of us went to the wall to
pray, and while we waited I noticed a soldier
in full regalia. In that moment the lone
soldier became the only thing I could focus
on; standing at the Western wall, a prayer
book in her hand and gun slung over her
shoulder. For me she became a symbol of
Israel and all of the complexities, this odd
mixture of the spiritual, the secular and
everything else in between.

I have only touched upon a little bit of
my experience, and I really have not done it
any justice. However, I love to talk about
Birthright and I welcome any questions.

During the
past few weeks,
as I was trying
to think of an
i n t e r e s t i n g
topic to write
about in relation

to BBYO, I made the realization that I truly
do not know much about this organization.
As a result, I decided to research the history
of BBYO, its original goals and the current
international goals to see how our chapter’s
progress compares.

BBYO began in 1923 when a group of
Jewish boys in Omaha Nebraska decided to
form a new fraternity.  This was done in
protest of the Greek fraternities, which often
excluded Jews.  The new fraternity was
called “Aleph Zadik Aleph” using Hebrew
letters instead of the Greek “Alpha Zeta
Alpha”.  In the same year, three similar
groups were formed and the first convention
was held.  After two years, B’nai Brith
decided to sponsor these groups and BBYO
became an official organization.  The
purpose of BBYO at this time was to aid in

developing a dedication to Jewish life, a
pluralistic approach, involvement in
community and social action and a youth
leadership model.

As we all know, BBYO has grown to be a
large international organization, which still
encompasses these original goals.  Today,
BBYO’s main purpose is to help Jewish
youth participate in personal growth, which
will aid them in living a socially productive
life in the Jewish and greater community.
BBYO programs are designed to provide
learning experiences through a wide range
of cultural, religious, community service,
human relation, athletic, and social
activities.

My final question was, how does our
chapter’s programs and goals compare?
During my five years in BBYO, I have felt
our chapter has excellent participation in
social, athletic, and cultural programs, but
we have a slight lack in religious and
community service related programs.  Of
course, programs and conventions are
extremely fun, but what real purpose does
this chapter have if we do not contribute to

our Jewish community and greater
community?  This year, our chapter has
decided to put a greater effort into the
religious and community service aspects of
BBYO.  At mid-states in January, we
developed numerous goals in these areas.
For the rest of the year, our main goals
include: raising money for the regional
charity that buys supplies for a village in
Africa, continuing the regional goal to
collect 6 million pennies, locally providing
aid at functions for the Children’s Health
and Hospital foundation, and volunteering
locally (we are planning a build a bear
program and will deliver these to children
at one of the hospitals).  We have decided
to take greater action in the religious
component by leading services as well as
developing a calendar to allow a BBYO
member to be present at services regularly.
We hope to become a more well-balanced
and productive chapter by combining these
new goals with our normal programming,
and regional participation.

BBYO Report
by Mayah Holtslander, Youth Editor
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Shalom to
you all,

On February
22nd some of us
watched the
Oscars, and will
by now we
know whether

the Israeli film Waltz with Bashir has won.
This is the second year in a row that an
Israeli film is one of the five last nominees
for the Best Foreign Language film in the
Oscar. Last year it was Beaufort that made
it that far. Many of you watched Beaufort in
one of our breakfast clubs last year and
hopefully enjoyed it. For those who want
to borrow it, please contact us. These two
movies deal with the same subject, the
battles between Israel and Lebanon. While
Beaufort deals with the Israeli withdrawal
from the security zone in southern Lebanon
in 2000, Waltz with Bashir, which won the
2008 Golden Globes Award for Best Foreign
Film, takes us over 25 years in the past. It is
an animated documentary film that tells the
story of the first Lebanon war in 1982 from
the director’s, Ari Folman, perspective. We
strongly recommend going to the film
website at http://waltzwithbashir.com/
home.html and learning more on this unique
movie, soon to come to Saskatoon at the
Roxy theatre.

The Israeli film industry has prospered
in the last few years. Israeli movies have
won top awards at major film festivals,
including Cannes and Sundance, played all
over the world and received glowing
reviews, and lured millions of local filmgoers
away from Hollywood blockbusters.

Several factors have brought about an
increase in the professionalism of Israeli
filmmakers and a subsequent rise in the
quality of Israeli-made films. The first factor
and part of the credit for this is due to Lia
van Leer, the founder of the country’s
cinematheques in Haifa and Jerusalem in the
early Eighties and who also helped in the
foundation of the Tel Aviv Cinematheque.
The Israeli cinematheques (there are now
several in smaller cities such as Sderot) are
modeled on the famous Cinematheque
Francaise in Paris. They show the finest
contemporary and classical films from
around the world.

Van Leer also founded international film
festivals in Haifa and Jerusalem in the mid-
eighties, which brought some of the world’s
greatest filmmakers and actors to Israel
every year. These cinematheques and
festivals and the excitement they generated

schooled a generation of aspiring younger
filmmakers in a highly sophisticated cinema
culture. These younger cineastes wanted to
study moviemaking and did not necessarily
want to go abroad and so film schools,
notably Sam Spiegel in Jerusalem, were
founded and were quickly flooded with
applications.

A second change can be credited to
television. The development of Channel Two
and cable companies in the late Eighties and
early Nineties meant that suddenly there
were new opportunities for Israeli filmmakers.
Now, actors and directors had years to learn
their craft in television. The cable companies
began to finance movies, both aimed at
theatrical release and television. Eytan Fox’s
Yossi & Jagger (2002), for example, a drama
about a romance between two male soldiers,
was originally produced for television but
then was shown theatrically in Israel and
around the world.

These new sources of funding
revolutionized the film industry, because
now the Israel Film Fund wasn’t the only
player in the game. Outsiders of the movie
industry, such as women, recent immigrants,
gays, Orthodox Jews and Arabs, as well as
anyone, who didn’t have connections to the
Israel Film Fund, now had a much better
chance to get their films made.
The final factor that pushed Israeli movies
to the breakthrough they are now enjoying
is the so-called Cinema Law. In 2001, the
government agreed to allocate a significantly
higher amount of money to the film industry.
It was in 2004 that the movies that filmmakers
had begun planning in 2001 started to be
released and it was a banner year for Israeli
films.

Keren Yedaya’s drama of a Tel Aviv
prostitute and her daughter, Or, won the
prestigious Camera d’Or prize at the Cannes
Film Festival. Eran Riklis’ The Syrian Bride,
co-written by Israeli Arab screenwriter Suha
Arraf, the story of a Druze woman about to
leave her family in Israel to marry in Syria,
took the top prize at the Montreal
International Film Festival and won more
than 18 prizes at film festivals around the
world.

Eytan Fox’s Walk on Water, about a
Mossad agent assigned to shadow the gay
grandson of an infamous Nazi, earned more
than $7 million in the US, more than any other
Israeli film ever. Turn Left at the End of the
World, a comedy-drama about Indian
immigrants moving to a development town
in the Negev populated mainly by Moroccan
Jews, directed by Avi Nesher, broke box-

office records in Israel, selling more than
half a million tickets.

Another development that became
impossible to ignore by 2004 was the
diversity apparent in Israeli films. In a highly
competitive year, the Ophir (the Israeli
Oscar) for Best Picture went to Joseph
Cedar’s second film, Campfire, a look at a
modern Orthodox widow and her two
teenage daughters who contemplate moving
to a West Bank settlement. The National
Zionist sector, although it had become
increasingly influential and visible in Israeli
society, had been nearly invisible in movies
until then. Significantly, the Ophir for Best
Actor that year went to newly ultra-
Orthodox actor/screenwriter Shuli Rand,
who co-wrote and starred in Ushpizin, an
insider’s look at ultra-Orthodox life in
Jerusalem.

There are many more great examples of
excellent movies that have recently been
created in Israel, some were shown on
various Breakfast Clubs and some you can
watch in future Breakfast Club meetings.

Our next Breakfast Club meeting will be
on Sunday, April 5th, 10am with the movie
The Lemon Tree telling the story of a
Palestinian widow that has to stand up
against her new neighbour, the Israeli
defence minister, when he moves into his
new house opposite her lemon grove. Join
us for this social activity and by that get a
chance to observe some Hebrew, and a look
into Israel society, culture and history.

PURIM is coming: The Hebrew School
Purim carnival will take place on Tuesday,
March 10th. We will begin with the reading
of the Megillah at 6:00p.m. The Megillah
reading will be followed by an amazing
carnival that BBYO will run. There will be
stations with many cool and fun activities,
prizes, games, food and much more! The
kids are invited to bring friends.

This year the adult Purim party will take
us to a warm place, our tropical Purim party
will include costumes competition,
drumming circle, limbo contest, karaoke,
great prizes and much more. The Celebration
will take place at Saturday, March 7th, 8:00
pm. Come dressed as if you are in the
Caribbean. The price is $5 in advance, $10
at the door and of course this includes food,
drinks and E-V-E-R-Y-TH-I-N-G!!!

Let’s hope we will have a very Chot and
Chappy Purim!!!

Lehitraot, Shirly & Nim
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Hi everyone, its been a looong time since
we wrote. But any time is a good time to
write again.

So, what’s new???  First of all - Yahli Leon
our son who was born on Dec 16th. The
Hebrew root Y.H.L is light and the addition
of “li” in Hebrew means mine. His brit milah
(the day when we officially announced his
name) was on Hanukka and sweet little Yahli
is definitely lighting our home and hearts!!!!

 Having the first baby is a huge and
amazing change and in addition to that we
are moving to Toronto in April for about
three years. After Anat graduated with her

PhD degree at the Hebrew U
she got a position as a post-
doctoral student at Mount
Sinai Hospital. In the academic
world  in Israel it is
recommended to do the post-
Doc. out of Israel to experience
work in a different place,  make
new connections and open
our minds to different ways of thinking. For
us the natural choice was Canada.  Moshe
will open his own business as a business
developing in the bio-med arena using his
Israeli connections to promote Israeli

businesses out of Israel.
Even though we lived a

year in Saskatoon this move
raised so many questions:

Where to rent an
apartment, in Thornhill
neighborhood where there are

a lot of Isrealies or should we go to the area
that the Israelies named “Kibbutz “ where
many Israelies who work in the campus and

THE SPIRIT OF ISRAELTHE SPIRIT OF ISRAELTHE SPIRIT OF ISRAEL
news, news, news!!!

by Moshe and Anat  Kapelnikov

This page is sponsored by Micha and Patti Puterman (nee Landa) of Tel Aviv and by Petty Landa of Toronto.

How could you see these weekly
launches and not think that one day we
would say “enough”?! Did you ever
consider that it is perhaps wrong to launch
rockets at innocent civilians trying to lead a
normal life, much like you? How long did
you think we would sit back without
reacting?

I can hear you saying “it’s not me, it’s
Hamas”. My intuition tells me you are not
their most avid supporter. If you look closely
at the sad reality in which your people live,
and you do not try to deceive yourself or
make excuses about “occupation”, you must
certainly reach the conclusion that the
Hamas is your real enemy.

The reality is so simple, even a seven
year old can understand: Israel withdrew
from the Gaza strip, removing military bases
and its citizens from Gush Katif.
Nonetheless, we continued to provide you
with electricity, water, and goods (and this I
know very well as during my reserve duty I
guarded the border crossings more than
once, and witnessed hundreds of trucks full
of goods entering a blockade-free Gaza every
day).

Despite all this, for reasons that cannot
be understood and with a lack of any rational
logic, Hamas launched missiles on Israeli
towns. For three years we clenched our teeth
and restrained ourselves. In the end, we
could not take it anymore and entered the
Gaza strip, into your neighborhood, in order
to remove those who want to kill us. A  reality
that is painful but very easy to explain.

As soon as you agree with me that Hamas
is your enemy and because of them, your
people are miserable, you will also
understand that the change must come from
within. I am acutely aware of the fact that

what I say is easier to write than to do, but I
do not see any other way. You, who are
connected to the world and concerned
about your children’s education, must lead,
together with your friends, a civil uprising
against Hamas.

I swear to you, that if the citizens of Gaza
were busy paving roads, building schools,
opening factories and cultural institutions
instead of dwelling in self pity, arms
smuggling and nurturing a hatred to your
Israeli neighbors, your homes would not be
in ruins right now. If your leaders were not
corrupt and motivated by hatred, your home
would not have been harmed. If someone
would have stood up and shouted that there
is no point in launching missiles on innocent
civilians, I would not have to stand in your
kitchen as a soldier.

You don’t have money, you tell me? You
have more than you can imagine.

Even before Hamas took control of Gaza,
during the time of Yasser Arafat, millions if
not billions of dollars donated by the world
community to the Palestinians was used for
purchasing arms or taken directly to your
leaders bank accounts. Gulf States, the
emirates - your brothers, your flesh and
blood, are some of the richest nations in the
world. If there was even a small feeling of
solidarity between Arab nations, if these
nations had but the smallest interest in
reconstructing the Palestinian people – your
situation would be very different.

You must be familiar with Singapore. The
land mass there is not much larger than the
Gaza strip, it is considered the second most
populated country in the world. Yet,
Singapore is a successful, prospering, and
well managed country. Why not the same
for you?

My friend, I would like to call you by
name, but I will not do so publicly. I want
you to know that I am 100% at peace with
what my country did, what my army did, and
what I did. However, I feel your pain. I am
sorry for the destruction you are finding in
your neighborhood at this moment. On a
personal level, I did what I could to minimize
the damage to your home as much as
possible.

In my opinion, we have a lot more in
common than you might imagine. I am a
civilian, not a soldier, and in my private life I
have nothing to do with the military.
However, I have an obligation to leave my
home, put on a uniform, and protect my
family every time we are attacked. I have no
desire to be in your home wearing a uniform
again and I would be more than happy to sit
with you as a guest on your beautiful
balcony, drinking sweet tea seasoned with
the sage growing in your garden.

The only person who could make that
dream a reality is you. Take responsibility
for yourself, your family, your people, and
start to take control of your destiny. How? I
do not know. Maybe there is something to
be learned from the Jewish people who rose
up from the most destructive human tragedy
of the 20th century, and instead of sinking
into self-pity, built a flourishing and
prospering country. It is possible, and it is
in your hands. I am ready to be there to
provide a shoulder of support and help to
you.

But only you can move the wheels of
history.

Regards,
Yishai, (Reserve Soldier)

Soldiers Letter... from page 7

continued on page 18
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The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:

As my father

planted for me

before I was born,

So do I plant for

those who will

come after me.
from the Talmud

Your contribution, sent to:
Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
Congregation Agudas Israel,

715 McKinnon Avenue, Saskatoon
S7H 2G2

will be gratefully received and
faithfully applied.

TO GREETING FROM
SASKATOON JEWISH FOUNDATION

In memory of Arnold Golumbia Anna Feldman
In memory of Sydney Gelmon Anna Feldman
Karen Gelmon In memory of Sydney Gelmon Mark & Wendy

  & Dennis & Nancy Ditlove
Elizabeth Brewster In honour of being named to the Irene Blum

  Saskatchewan Order of Merit
Karen Gelmon & Family In memory of Sydney Gelmon Bill & Shirley Ryan
Adele Bernard In memory of Dr. Frederick Bernard Irene Blum
Beryl Moser & Marla,
Paula & Lionel In memory of Prof. Willy Moser Irene Blum

GLADYS & GERRY ROSE FUND
Miriam Gelmon & Family In memory of Syd Gelmon Glady Rose & Family
Dr. David Kaplan In honour of your 85th birthday Glady Rose & Family
Hon. Mme. Justice Ruth Mesbur Happy 60th birthday Glady Rose
Golumbia Family In memory of Arnold Golumbia Toby Rose, Les Klein & Family
Gelmon Family In memory of Syd Gelmon Toby Rose & Les Klein
The Irving Goldenberg Family In memory of Frances Glady Rose

CLARA GOLUMBIA FUND
Claire Golumbia & Family In memory of  Arnold Golumbia Steven, Leila & Grace

  Goluboff & Family
Joe & Colleen Golumbia In memory of Arnold Golumbia Steven, Leila & Grace

  Goluboff & Family
Claire Golumbia In memory of Arnold Golumbia Linda & Arnie Shaw

  & Clarice Buckwold
Claire Golumbia & Family In memory of Arnold Golumbia Glady Rose & Family
Joe & Colleen Golumbia In memory of Arnold Golumbia Glady Rose & Family
Joe & Colleen Golumbia In memory of Arnold Golumbia Linda & Arnie Shaw

  & Clarice Buckwold
NATHAN & GRACE GOLUBOFF FUND

Gelmon Family In memory of Syd Gelmon Steven, Leila, & Grace
  Goluboff & Family

Hazzan Neil Schwartz With condolences on the loss of The Goluboff Family
  your mother, Shirley Berenbaum

Mary Melnychuk In memory of husband Adam The Goluboff Family
Marvin Bernstein With condolences on his mother's death The Goluboff Family

AVIVI YOUNG SHLICHIM FUND
Gelmon Family In memory of Syd Gelmon June Avivi
Golumbia Family In memory of Arnold Golumbia June Avivi

SID & CLARICE BUCKWOLD FUND
Paula Gelmon & Family In memory of Syd Gelmon Linda & Arnie Shaw

  & Clarice Buckwold

JACK & CLARA MILAVSKY FUND
Claire Golumbia In memory of Arnold Golumbia Gary, Shari, Carla & Jason McNeil

ELAINE & SHERWOOD SHARFE CANTORIAL FUND
Joe & Collen Golumbia In memory of Arnold Golumbia Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Gelmon Family In memory of Syd Gelmon Elaine & Sherry Sharfe

In memory of Paul Hrabinsky Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Hazzan Neil Schwartz With condolences on the loss of Elaine & Sherry Sharfe

  your mother, Shirley Berenbaum

This Page is sponsored by Toby Rose, Les Klein, Jonathon, Solomon and Benjamin of Toronto

pate in her funeral, so I led it myself.  In a
way that wa s comforting, because I had al-
ready officiated at the funerals of several
other family members.  It felt good to enact
the traditional rituals, and as usual I explained
what was happening as we proceeded.

Shiva services in St. Paul were marked by
warm reconnections with people I knew sev-
eral decades ago who had remained friends
with Mom through all these years.  Shiva
services at our synagogue felt very comfort-

ing, and it definitely felt like “coming home”
to conclude Shiva in our community.  I am
very grateful to everyone who gathered to
help me get through this period.

Some people were startled to find that I
kept some teaching appointments during
Shiva.  My Mom was a Sunday School
teacher and Principal for 25 years in the
small town of Hibbing in Northern Minne-
sota, and I felt that it was an honor to her
memory to teach even during Shiva.

As I look back at the mixture of feelings -
sadness, relief for the end of her suffering,
gratitude to family and friends for support -
the strongest feeling I have going forward
from here is the sense that I am very much my
Mom’s son.  Her values - being a mensch, a
passion for teaching, loyalty to family and
friends and community - are her legacy to my
sister and to me, and also to her grandchil-
dren and to everyone with whom we interact.

Cantor Hazzen... from page 2
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From Our Tel Aviv Desk
by Keren-Or and Lior

Dear Congregation,
How are you all? We hope you’re coping

with the winter…we heard it’s one of the
toughest in years. Our winter, unfortunately,
is horrible – sorry, but no other word to
describe it…although the last few years
haven’t been blessed with much rain, this
time it seems especially nasty. We’ve hardly
had any rainy days, and most of the time it
feels more like spring (or even almost
summer). Although water is a natural
resource, and we usually attribute it to the
“Kabah” (Kadosh Baruch Hu), there is much
that we can do to cope with lack of it. The
most obvious solution is to desalinate. There
are a few desalination plants in the country,
but they’re too little and too late. Hopefully
by the time we do empty the well, we’ll have
more of these supplying water. True, they
are pretty expensive, but what choice do we
have? Another solution is to import water.
Turkey is the main supplier in the region,
but who wants do be dependent, especially
when it comes to such a basic resource. In
the meantime, we have our conscience
working extra hours every time we open the
tap…

Rarely have we been through so much
between two Bulletin reports. When looking
at the last Bulletin, it seems that what was
written describes events that took place a
few years ago. It has become one of our
clichés to write that events here have a
frantic pace, but this time it seems even in
Israeli standards, we’ve gone over the top.
Let’s start with the elections…

So, the biggest question remains
unanswered: who won? Zipi Livni (Foreign
Minister, head of Kadima) says she won
because her party got the highest number
of mandates in the Knesset – 28. Makes
sense, doesn’t it? Not here, it doesn’t. That’s
why Bibi (Binyamin) Netanyahu
(opposition leader, head of the Likud) says
he won, arguing the right-wing factions have
a majority in the Knesset, meaning they will
recommend him as coalition leader – in other
words Prime Minister. In such a chaotic draw,
other arguments arise. Livni argues she won,
because although we vote for Parties, in
these elections we actually voted for heads
of Parties – for Prime Minister. In such case,
she got more votes than Netanyahu.
Netanyahu adds that his Likud Party
accomplished an unprecedented comeback
– from 12 mandates in this current Knesset
to 27. Impressive, no doubt. What about
Avigdor (Ivette) Lieberman (Yisrael
Beiteynu), isn’t he the real winner? From
nowhere, here comes a hard-line politician,
promotes a very “receptive” slogan – “no

loyalty – no citizenship” – and manages to
win 15 mandates. Even though the last polls
predicted almost 20, he should be proud –
and surely shows his pride.

There is one certainty in these elections,
concerning the losers. There aren’t any
doubts about that. The big-time loser is Ehud
Barak’s “Avoda” (Labor Party). The
appalling 13 mandates leave this former all
powerful party in shatters, most of its
members pressing Barak to try and re-build
the party in “exile” – in other words, the
opposition, while he still seems tempted to
stay in a Ministerial position (Defense,
probably), cooperating with Livni and/or
Netanyahu. Another loser is left-wing Meretz
– the traditional dove party. Meretz, who
lost 2 mandates and now holds only 3 seats
in the next Knesset. These two losses mean
Israel’s left-wing, “peace-supporting”
factions, the socialists – all these need to
do quite a bit of homework.

So, what can we conclude so far? Well,
here are a few main points that have been
discussed by the media regarding the
results of the elections. First, that the people
are quite confused. The fact that there isn’t
a clear cut victory, the fact that the two larger
parties both claim they won – means Israeli’s
aren’t really sure who they want as leaders,
what ideology is more popular. On the other
hand, the fact that the right-wing parties –
as a whole – have a clear majority does mean
that the public has become as such. As one
journalist wrote, the fact that 20 mandates
have gone to the extreme right means that
we can no longer say that they are small
minority, marginal parties who have little
support in the mainstream – more probably,
it means that there are more Israelis who
identify with them. Quite worrying to the
moderates among us – left or right.

Another major issue is Lieberman’s
success. More than thirty years since his
aliyah from the former Soviet Moldova,
Lieberman is considered to be the main
Russian-Israeli voice in politics, and his
party is the natural home of Israelis of
Russian descent. Lieberman’s is a major
representative of the right-wing in defense
issues, but poses a strong opposition to
the religious right-wing – being one of the
major political powers trying to promote a
more “civilian” policy, as opposed to a
“religious” one (trying to promote non-
religious matrimony, for example). Although
his slogan, as mentioned above, wasn’t
officially aimed at Israeli Arab’s, the way it
was perceived by the public – especially

because his views are well known for quite
some time – was definitely so. In other
words, people understand that his slogan
means that either the Israeli-Arab population
express their loyalty to their country – or
they’re “not worthy of citizenship. One can
ask, of course, what such “loyalty” includes,
how will their citizenship be denied, who
else is to be included in the deal, and so on.
These questions are partly being answered
by Lieberman’s party members, who are now
more moderate than they were before the
elections. His opponents go as far as naming
him a fascist, his supporters see him as a
courageous politician who dared to bring
up such delicate arguments – comparing his
ideas to American and European policies
regarding immigrants. However, it seems that
more troubling than what he actually means
- and how he intends to carry out his policy
– is what his voters understood, that being
the reason for their vote. More than ten
percent of Israeli voters identified with what
they understood his slogan meant. The Gaza
campaign and especially the rough
opposition among Arab-Israelis to it –
including harsh statements by leaders,
members of the Knesset and others, violent
rallies, all these are said to be one of the
major reasons for Lieberman’s success.
Other factors for his success include his
strong opposition to religious-related laws
– and the religious parties as a result
(especially “Shas”). More so, the fact that
two weeks before the elections, the police

continued on page 17
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announced a pending investigation
regarding Lieberman, seems to have given
even more voters the incentive to back him
up – a kind of Israeli way of protesting
against “the system”. Whichever way we
look at it, Lieberman is now the most
important political figure in the country
because his choice on who he recommends
to President Peres to form the coalition will
probably indicate who will be PM.

And now, Gaza. What can we say that
hasn’t already been said. Where are we to
begin with, when dealing with such a long
lasting and complicated ordeal? How far
back should we go in order to try to
understand what no one seems to: the
disengagement in ’05, Camp David 2000,
Oslo ’93, Camp David ’78, Six-day War ’67,
etc. There are so many ways to look at
today’s reality between Gaza and Israel, each
one in its own angle, its different
perspective. We’ll try to describe a few of
them. 1) One of the easiest ways to look at it
is: innocent civilians of a sovereign country
– in towns, cities, schools, hospitals, you
name it - are being targeted and hit by
rockets and missiles on a daily basis for eight
years, isn’t it time to put an end to such a
situation? How long would any of the
sovereign western states wait until it
retaliated – in order to protect its citizens?
2) Here’s another: Israel is responsible for
the fact Hamas’ is in power in Gaza. If it
weren’t for so many years of occupation,
suffering, loss of hope for Palestinians; if
the disengagement plan weren’t one-sided
but an agreement with Fatah – the
population in Gaza wouldn’t have been
under a Hamas’ terror regime, and wouldn’t
have the will and the incentive to allow such
attacks from Gaza on Israeli citizens. 3) Why
such a disproportionate use of power – look
at the figures – how many Israeli casualties
compared to the hundreds of innocent
Palestinian civilians killed? Why hit
mosques, schools, homes of innocent
families? 4) An answer to the last: Israel is
not the one who chose to fight in a civilian,

crowded area. The ones cynically using
innocent civilians as shields – including
children in schools, ambulances, hospitals,
the elderly – all these in order to carry out
terror attacks, are Hamas’; they chose to do
so, and as such are responsible for the fate
of their people. Israel had no interest in
harming civilians – let alone re-invading
towns in the Gaza strip – and during these
last eight years has tried hard to reduce
harming innocent civilians to a minimum
(not always succeeding, true, but trying).
Let’s stop here, the list can go on and on.

The Gaza campaign created a huge
consensus in the Israeli public - in its favor.
The opposition – at least at first – was
marginal, but also fascinating. Why? During
the first days of the air strikes, one of the
TV channels aired a report on the far left-
wing groups who completely opposed the
military use of force in Gaza. A small group
of mostly youngsters in their 20’s and 30’s,
quite a few of whom served as combat
officers in the IDF, rallied in the center of
Tel-Aviv and other cities asking for an
immediate ceasefire. It’s hard to describe
what this meant at the time. The whole
country was identifying with the suffering
of almost a million Israelis – southern
citizens – backing the campaign, and here is
a group of people who dare say – stop! The
reporter – himself a former left-wing activist
– couldn’t hide his feelings and abandoned
his non-bias professionalism, arguing
fiercely with one of the demonstrators. The
punch line of all of this was: the Israeli
democracy at its best. Without cynical
politicians, or ugly politics, without any fear
– though some arguments did heat up – and
in a very arrogant but straight forward way,
anti-war rallies were taking place while
soldiers were getting killed doing their job.
Major newspapers and TV shows were
hosting the few (Jewish) Israeli voices that
were extreme enough to say that Israel was
carrying out war crimes. Whatever your
argument regarding the conflict might be,
this - in a nutshell – is what differs us from

our close neighbors. This is why we should
be proud to be Israeli. It may seem obvious
to a westerner, more so to someone who lives
peacefully with his/her neighbor – as is
happily the case in most western countries
for decades. But it definitely isn’t as
obvious here in the Middle East.

One more note regarding consensus, just
to balance matters a bit. The public opinion’s
first main split was on the eve of the ground
campaign, about five days after air strikes
began. The estimates regarding Palestinian
civilian casualties and Israeli military
casualties were high, once the ground forces
were to be deployed. This was one of the
main arguments against a campaign during
the last few years. More public voices who
urged to keep the campaign only in the air
(and sea) were being heard. Moreover, the
Lebanon campaign in ’06 was still an open
wound – especially regarding the IDF’s
accomplishments, making the ground attack
more of a controversy. After a few days of
sweeping success, the public opinion
started to ask more and more questions
regarding the use of force: where is the
ethical line between using force to minimize
your military casualties, while causing more
civilian casualties to the enemy. Good
question, especially in such warfare. No
straight forward answers, as usual.

Last but not least, Gilad Shalit. The
abducted soldier has been in the headlines
regarding a to-be agreement with Hamas’.
The arguments around this unbearably
complicated matter are so sensitive: should
we negotiate for terrorists in return? Should
we cut a long-term deal for “peace and quiet”
in Gaza without demanding Shalit in return?
How far are we willing to go in order to bring
him back? Does the state have the
obligation to bring him back whatever the
cost or is this a price we must pay during a
war? One thing is certain, the whole country
is desperately eager to see the kid back at
home, where he belongs.

Lehitraot for now.

Tel Aviv Desk... from page 16
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dogged our journey through the world for
over 3,000 years.  We are not shy about
telling the whole world that it is wrong to
murder, that weaker members of society need
to be protected, and that there exists an
absolute morality which is more important
than the misuse of power.  However, the
world does not always like being told how
to behave in a moral manner.

We heard recently a new American
President take up that exact message, and
therein lies the sense of hope that is my
message .  Barack Obama was very clear
about the challenges facing America and the
world, and he was also clear about a sense
of despair which seems to accompany the
challenges.  However, he issued a call to
action which referred to the very
foundations of how America was born and
how it has conducted itself for over 200
years. 

In doing so, he addressed politics, the
economy, defence, and the need to rebuild
alliances throughout the world.  In fact, his
first official visit with a head of state was
with our Canadian Prime Minister recently. 
He did not shy away from saying that
America must be willing to exercise its power
in the world, but he was very clear that this

Hazzan's Notes... from page 2

must be done responsibly.  One of my
favourite lines in his Inaugural Address
was:  “We will extend a hand to you if you
are willing to unclench your fist.”  Israel has
been saying that for 60 years! 

Obama named the values with which
Americans have always met challenges, and
they are all Jewish values - hard work and
honesty, courage and fair play,
tolerance and loyalty.  His call to action can
be summed up with the phrase I mentioned
earlier:  move outside your comfort zone, be
willing to make the changes and the
sacrifices necessary to build a better future,
and know that hard work and attention to
core values will lead to that better future.

There was one particularly Jewish
concept which Obama stated forcefully,
namely the idea that every human being has
equal value regardless of the circumstances
of their life.  It can be said that this is one of
the innovations which Judaism bequeathed
to the world via our Torah, and we see all
too often that much of the world still does
not accept that idea.  Another line from his
Inaugural speech was:  “the God-given
promise that all are equal, all are free, and all
deserve a chance to pursue their full
measure of happiness.”    

of the Gaza Strip by using them as human
shields. Gaza is a densely populated area
and during this conflict Hamas has
proceeded without any consideration given
to the potential deaths of their civilians.
Hamas strategically launches rockets next
to schools, mosques and medical facilities,
knowing Israel will respond with force.
Throughout this conflict, Israeli students
along with other citizens within firing range
of the Gaza strip have been confined to bomb
shelters. It was for this reason that when
Hamas rockets hit eight schools, the Israeli

Several times Obama referred to the role
that God plays in the journey ahead.  In his
analysis of Obama’s Inaugural Address, the
new Chancellor of the Jewish Theological
Seminary mentioned the similar language
used by President George Washington over
200 years ago, giving credit to God for
helping to establish America in the first
place.  Near the end of his address, Obama
mentioned a different aspect of God’s
involvement:  “the knowledge that God calls
on us to shape an uncertain destiny.”  My
mother used to say:  “God helps those who
help themselves,” and that is a Jewish
message I hear in Obama’s words.

To summarize, we all heard a stirring
message of hope from a new American
President, one in which challenges were
clearly stated and addressed and one which
was inspirational and upbeat.  My prayer
for us all is that we too take that message to
heart as we face the economic and political
uncertainties ahead for us and for Israel, that
we too will lean on each other and on God
for support during hard times, and that we
too will rely on our core Jewish values to
help build a better future for ourselves and
for the world around us. 

with a long history. By writing this article
we only hope to inspire further discourse
and reflection on finding your own truth that
lies somewhere between the opposing views
disseminated by supporters on each side of
the conflict. Isn’t Israel just doing what any
other sovereign nation would do? If rockets
were fired into your neighbourhood,
wouldn’t you respond?

Ellie Adler is co-president of the Jewish
Students’ Association and Rocky Lis is in
charge of external affairs.

hospital live – on the other hand, if we take
a few years out of Israel why should we live
with noisy, rude Israelies (oops we are also
like that…) we have enough of them at
home? And why should we live in a
“Kibbutz”? After all we want to experience
the life in the city. Another question is what
can be better a house, an apartment or a
condominium? Guess we first have to find
out what is a condominium???  In Israel we
have only apartments.

Now seriously – we feel like 20 years old
leaving our parents house for the first time
and having to learn how to get along by
ourselves in the big world.

It reminds us the flight From Israel to

Toronto on the way to Saskatoon when the
airplane just left Ben-Gurion airport and the
nice Canadian lady who sat near us and lives
in Toronto asked us where we are going.
She told us that she had never heard of
Saskatoon – that made us realize that we do
not really know where we are going to and
what this place will be like… no need to write
how great that place is and how wonderful
it was for us. This time however is very
different; we know what Toronto looks like,
we are older and more on top of  things but
this time we need to take care of every tiny
detail – health insurance (especially for the
young baby); car (buy, lease, old, new?); at
which synagogue we will feel more

Gaza... from page 7

Spirit of Israel... from page 14

comfortable – orthodox like in Israel (as if
we ever go) or conservative like the one we
know and loved in Saskatoon? And so on.
One thing is for sure – it will be different
from home in Israel but also different from
Saskatoon. We know we will not feel like
complete strangers – and we still have a big
and wonderful family only a three hour flight
away. Thanks to you all and for the
experience we had seven(!!!) years ago. We
have the courage to take our little family
and make such a big change because we
know that such experiences in life – as hard
as they can be at the beginning can give us
so much, and probably at the end of it make
us appreciate home.

causalities were limited. Meanwhile, Hamas
leaders safely hide from Israeli forces and
leave Palestinian children and other civilians
to deal with the consequences of their
actions.

Israel is a state that values human life
and strives to achieve peace. The most
recent decision, initiated by Israel, to
implement a unilateral ceasefire speaks to
this truth. Israel’s withdrawal from Gaza over
three years ago speaks to this truth.

The ongoing conflict in Israel and
surrounding region is incredibly complex



This page is sponsored by Myrna H. Levin of Winnipeg

Yahrtzeits
February 27/28 Adar 3/4
Ronald Trute Feb 27 (3)
Millie Diamond Feb 27 (3)*
Hazel Buckwold Feb 28 (4)
Gitman Chertkow Feb 28 (4)*
Rose Selchen Feb 28 (4)
Marcia Sarlin Feb 28 (4)
Gitan Chertkow Feb 28 (4)*
Rose Selchen Feb 28 (4)
Marcia Sarlin Feb 28 (4)
Wolf Meth Mar 2 (6)*
Charna Gersher Mar 2 (6)
Bressler (Boy) Mar 2 (6)
Shirley Scitz Mar 2 (6)
Rose Wolfe Mar 3 (7)*
Frances Melamede Mar 3 (7)
Raisa Mondros Mar 3 (7)
Dana Unknown Mar 4 (8)
Annie Altschul Mar 4 (8)*
Sadie Chertkow Mar 5 (9)
Vera Schlucker Mar 5 (9)*

March 6/7 Adar 10/11
Itta Golumbia Mar 6 (10)*
Gussie Sklar Mar 6 (10)*
Motas Kleyman Mar 6 (10)*
Fred Shnay Mar 6 (10)*
Harry Steiger Mar 6 (10)
Maurice Mitchell Mar 7 (11)
Ann Raisen Mar 7 (11)
Moses Burt Mar 7 (11)
Samuel Kaplan Mar 10 (14)
Harry Helfgott Mar 10 (14)
Leah Meth Mar 10 (14)*
Harry Sarlin Mar 10 (14)*
Jacob Golumbia Mar 11 (15)*
A.J. Weiner Mar 12 (16)
Yetty Goodman Mar 12 (16)

March 13/14 Adar 17/18
Lorraine Sklar Mar 14 (18)
Lillian Levitt Mar 14 (18)
Baby Segal Mar 15 (19)
Tiby L.E. Mathews Mar 15 (19)
Rosie Sellinger Mar 15 (19)
John B. Goodman Mar 15 (19)*
Ed Vickar Mar 15 (19)*
Malka Schmuck'vich Mar 16 (20)
Reva Hock Mar 16 (20)
Anni Leffman Mar 16 (20)*
Mendel Pepper Mar 17 (21)*
Jacob Rabkin Mar 17 (21)
Gertrude Chertkow Mar 17 (21)*
Morris Gurstein Mar 17 (21)
Freda Epstein Mar 19 (23)
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March 20/21 Adar 24/25
Harry Bondar Mar 20 (24)
Yenta Shafer Mar 20 (24)*
Harry T. Aaron Mar 20 (24)*
Goldie Wolfe Mar 20 (24)*
Rebecca Segal Mar 20 (24)
William Sklar Mar 21 (25)*
Fanny Shore Mar 21 (25)
Max Taylor Mar 22 (26)*
Keile Bodovsky Mar 22 (26)
William Katz Mar 24 (28)*
Nathan Gladstone Mar 25 (29)
Clara Lehrer Mar 26 (Nisan 1)*

March 27/28 Nisan 2/3
David Horowitz Mar 27 (2)
Pearl Goodman Mar 27 (2)*
Solomon Ginsberg Mar 28 (3)
Rebecca Forgan Mar 28 (3)*
J.M. Goldenberg Mar 28 (3)*
Jack Adilman Mar 28 (3)
Abraham Teitelbaum Mar 29 (4)*
Jacob Barsky Mar 29 (4)*
Dorothy Buckwold Mar 29 (4)*
Karlton Kolominsky Mar 29 (4)*
Samuel Brown Mar 30 (5)
Marco Levy Mar 30 (5)*
Eva Kolominsky Mar 30 (5)*
David Shafer Mar 30 (5)*
Bert Frank Mar 31 (6)*
Samuel Caplan Mar 31 (6)*
Dora Morgan Mar 31 (6)*
Joe Goldenberg Mar 31 (6)
Judah Jaffe Apr 1 (7)
Lazer Gersher Apr 1 (7)
Gerry Rose Apr 1 (7)*

April 3/4 Nisan 9/10
Rachel Horowitz Apr 3 (9)
Miriam Shaket Apr 3 (9)*
Max Goldberg Apr 4 (10)
Sarah Melamede Apr 4 (10)
Jolan Zickerman Apr 5 (11)
James Greenblat Apr 5 (11)
Sarah Livergant Apr 6 (12)*
Fanny Filer Apr 6 (12)
Joel Green Apr 6 (12)*
Keiva Feldman Apr 6 (12)
Wolfe Korbin Apr 7 (13)*
Frank Bernbaum Apr 7 (13)*
Maz Reznick Apr 7 (13)*
Dorey Heller Apr 7 (13)
Alex Fayerman Apr 8 (14)
Simcha Scharfstein Apr 8 (14)
Edward Baron Apr 8 (14)
Leopold Neumann Apr 9 (15)*
Solomon Neumann Apr 9 (15)*
Heshkel Soffer Apr 9 (15)

April 10/11 Nisan 16/17
Sara Berenbom Apr 10 (16)*
Abraham Bobroff Apr 11 (17)*
Tamara Avivi Apr 11 (17)*
Kasiel Winocour Apr 13 (19)
David Katz Apr 13 (19)*
Bud Wasserman Apr 13 (19)*

April 17/18 Nisan 23/24
Lisa Portnaya Apr 17 (23)
Goldie Filer Apr 17 (23)*
Sadie Goldstein Apr 17 (23)
Enid P. Wine Apr 18 (24)*
Molly Grotsky Apr 20 (26)*
Clara Filer Apr 20 (26)*
Aaron Volansky Apr 21 (27)*
Judel Teitelbaum Apr 21 (27)*
Bertha Roe (Baron) Apr 22 (28)
Keos Lertzman Apr 22 (28)*
Jacob Morgan Apr 22 (28)*
Bernice Levitan Apr 22 (28)
Sarah Mazer Apr 22 (28)*
Mordechi Bernbaum Apr 23 (29)*
Jennie Shore Apr 23 (29)
Morris Shechtman Apr 23 (29)*

April 24/25 Nisan 30/Iyar 1
Isadore Aarons Apr 24 (30)*
William Brandt Apr 24 (30)
Isador Sugarman Apr 25 (Iyar 1)
Norbert Meth Apr 25 (1)*
Mrs. Mani Udin Apr 25 (1)*
Max Swartz Apr 25 (1)*
Leonid Flikshteyn Apr 25 (1)*
Joe Scharfstein Apr 25 (1)*
Nechamah Kaplan Apr 27 (3)
Joseph Germek Apr 29 (5)*
Sheila Bobroff Apr 29 (5)*
Orville Katz Apr 29 (5)*
Max Nisenholt Apr 30 (6)*
Samuel Fayerman Apr 30 (6)*

May 1/2 Iyar 7/8
Rebecca Friedman May 2 (8)*
Gertrude Cyprus May 3 (9)
Max Sharzer May 4 (10)*
Mirla Avol May 4 (10)*
Sam Sternberg May 5 (11)*
Robert Mitchell May 5 (11)*
Aharon Mizahi May 6 (12)
Minnie Rogers May 6 (12)*
Edith Koffman May 6 (12)*
Tully Conn May 6 (12)
Maurice Handelman May 7 (13)
Viktor Pollak May 7 (13)*
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*Daniel Katzman
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Fear builds walls to

bar the light.

- Baal Shem Tov

Poverty outweighs all

other troubles.

- Exodus Rabbah
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