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17th Annual B’nai Brith Gerry Rose Volunteer
Award Recipient - Dianne Greenblat

by Glady Rose

Honouring Dianne Greenblat

As always, I love coming back to this amazing community that continues to thrive and
to accomplish wonderful things. Your recent
Yom HaShoah program in a Catholic cathedral took my breath away. Maybe Bishop
Bolen can influence the Vatican to open their
war-time records at long last!
As you know, for each of the past 16 years
Rose family members have been here with me
and with us. For four years, it was Naomi –
twice with her husband Stan. Naomi lives on
in our collective memory and is missed every
day, by many people here as well as by all of
her family.

I know that you welcome Toby, this year’s
representative of the Roses, who also loves
returning to her old home. She has been to five
of these events, and I am happy she is here.
As always, please bear with me as I quickly
review the background for the Gerry Rose
Award, for those who are newcomers tonight.
Gerry was my husband. We were both
born, raised and educated right here in Saskatoon, and this is where we raised our four
children. In 1940, newly graduated from the
University of Saskatchewan, he joined the
Canadian Army, serving in the Signal Corps.
It may be difficult for today’s young people to
continued on page 11

Congregation Agudas Israel presents:

Agudas Kinder Camp
For all Jewish Children

Tuesday, August 23rd Friday, August 26th, 2016
9:30am – 3:30pm
3 years and older

(preschoolers, juniors and seniors)

(All preschoolers must be toilet trained)

SPECIAL CAI Preview
Sunday July 3rd @ 7pm behind the
Synagogue in Raoul Wallenberg Park.

Registration:

CAI Members
$50 per child (preschoolers & juniors)
$40 per additional child
Non CAI Members
$60 per child (preschoolers & juniors)
$50 per additional child
*Cancellation policy: a 50% return will be given at
anytime between registration and August 10th, 2016.
There will be no returns during and after camp.
*During camp, parents are responsible for the
pick- up and drop- off of their children at CAI
For more information please contact Robin +
Malvina at agudascamp@gmail.com

This page is sponsored by Gladys Rose of Toronto

Deadline for the next Bulletin is August 15th, 2016

A Few Thoughts About Our Year in Saskatoon

by Dan and Lee Vardi

The google images effect:
When we were first told about Saskatoon,
we doubted if such a place really existed. After
a quick check, realizing it is a real place, we
had to compare and decide between our two
options – Saskatoon or Youngstown Ohio.
Before even
talking to
anyone we
went to a
googleimages test,
which we
invite all of
you to do-since Saskatoon wins
by a knockout! With
the river and
the Bessborough dominating the images it’s really beautiful.
After that, talking with Nicky, Josh,
Heather, Claudio
and June they got
us to meet wonderful people
and realize the
importance the
congregation puts
into the Shlichim
program. From
that point it really
was an easy decision for us and
we were thrilled
when we heard we
made a good impression as well and that
it’s a match!
The next step was
rolling up our sleeves,
start packing, and –
explaining to all our
friends and families
that there really is a
city called Saskatoon.
(We’re sure some still
think this is a cover
story and we are international spies)
The Jewish identity question:
We came to this year with our basic Jewish
identity, our knowledge and interest, but with
a very secular approach towards our Judaism.
Very quickly we were told that “you are not
secular, you’re more religious than you think”.
With those words in our heads we started
asking ourselves some questions about our
Jewish identity. Is the fact that we can read

and understand the bible and the siddur, know
the stories and celebrate the holidays make us
“more” Jewish?
We felt that we hardly make any choice in
our Jewish identity – we were born in Israel,
we were taught Hebrew, the bible, and the
national holidays
are the Jewish
ones. When we
look at people
in the congregation, and see
their choices,
we realized that
outside Israel
people have to
really be active
in their Judaism,
otherwise it’s so
easy to get sucked in to the
general Christian life and
really become just another
Saskatoonian. When we figured out
that most of the kids in our Hebrew
school class are the only Jewish kids in their class or even
school, it became apparent to
us the great choice and effort
being Jewish, the thing we take
for granted, really requires.
The Israel Canada Experience:
Someone asked us what we would
miss about being here after returning to
Israel. We didn’t have to think hard, and
said: the nature, the calmness, the driving, the school
students
(how can
we make
students in
Israel act so
good?). The
list could go
on and on.
The fact
of the matter is that
we had a really, really good time
here. We are happy we got to come
here and have this unique experience of this Shlichut – on one hand being so
meaningful in our work and having such an
influence on the programs, working with all
ages in the community, and on the other hand
being given the time to experience the area,
travel and see as much as we can. We are very
grateful for the opportunity given to us and
appreciate the way the congregation manages
its Shlichim program.
Just the other day we passed by a food stand

at a street fair. There were 20 people standing
in a perfect line. With tears in our eyes we
realized it’s time to say goodbye to the concept of a line – in Israel everybody would be
crowded against the stand reaching their hands
in to get service.
The communities’ similarity :
On a more serious note, we
think the one main thing we’ll tell
our friends in Israel is about the
similarities between our Kibbutz
and Congregation Agudas Israel.
Both communities seem bigger
than they really are and are constantly reaching out and trying to
influence the greater community
around them.
T h e Ti k k u n
Olam committee
with the Syrian
refugee sponsorship, the Holocaust Memorial Program and
school education
programs, the different social justice committees,
Think Good Do
Good, the Silver
Plate and Silver Spoon Dinners – so many
different and diverse enterprises all to create
a better good, all coming from such a small
group of individuals in a congregation.
We can’t help but compare it with our Kibbutz. Most of our members are former or current educators, many
of us have dedicated
our lives to education
in different places and
ways. Alongside our
teachers (teaching in
eight different schools

and educational
programs),
our kibbutz
sponsors
an educational
organization called
“Pardes”,
about which we wrote a few months ago.
Members of the Kibbutz are also part of co-ex-
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continued on page 13

Editorial
by Steven Goluboff
We are beginning a
quiet summer in our Jewish community. No formal events are planned
and services have been
curtailed to some extent
with Rabbi Claudio taking a well-deserved vacation. I still regret the
fact that this will be our third year without being
part of Folkfest. I think the Board of Trustees
has to examine this event and its value to our
community. We need to formulate more creative
ways to insure that we do not give up on this
forever. It is unusual for individuals to respond
to a request for leadership of major tasks such
as Folkfest. The same holds for the major organizations that support our community such as
B’nai Brith, Hadassah, United Israel Appeal and
Sisterhood. Those of us who have held leadership positions are often our own worst enemies
in that we feel that it is easier to just continue to
do the jobs. Linda Shaw, inveterate volunteer
states in her column that she is giving notice
as President, Bulletin columnist, and already
has passed the torch to others as Chairs of the
Silver Spoon Dinner. To the credit of Linda, she
is skillfully cultivating leadership in her own
children. As Bulletin Editor for 26 years and
156 issues, I feel that this publication is getting
tired and requires revitalization. When I resort
to the nepotistic ability to include a picture of
myself achieving a milestone on the golf course,
you know we are in need of more and better
material. Given that there is a perception that
Jews do not excel in athletic endeavors, I have
challenged some of our younger members to
begin making contributions about the sports’
achievements of themselves and maybe more
notably of their children and grandchildren.
We just participated in an epic soccer match in
late June between the incomparable Screaming
Chickens and a rag tag band of older and very
younger crowd of potential stars. Another addition to The Bulletin was suggested by actor and
director, Joel Bernbaum, who has inaugurated a
“Where Do You Read Your Bulletin” column,
continued on page 14
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FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY
The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel

Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home committed to deepening
the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in the historical traditions of
the Jewish people. We are a progressive, democratic and sensitive congregation responding to the widest
spectrum of Jewish thought and practice.
Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

MAZEL TOV AND CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Dr. Marc Sheckter, the recipient of this year’s Muriel Jarvis Award. This award celebrates a
Saskatoon Health Region (SHR) staff member who exemplifies Making a Positive Difference in
the lives of others. Marc was nominated by his peers, at the Fit for Active Living Program, because
he demonstrates those qualities that the SHR Board so admired in Muriel Jarvis herself: dedication,
compassion, dignity, respect, commitment, tenacity, generosity, humour, excellence, determination,
wisdom, inspiration, and strength.
Dapne Taras who was the recipient of the YMCA Women of Distinction Education Award.
Elaine Sharfe who has published her second children’s book “My Good Friend Grandpa”. A special
launch will occur in September but until then the books are available in Indigo and Coles Book Stores.
Elaine and Sherwood Sharfe, whose granddaughter, Naomi Bielak has been accepted into the
Joffrey School of Ballet in New York City, and whose grandson was accepted into the Business
School program at Guelph Humber College and who recently won the spring York Region District
School Board Poetry Slam.
Ose Sokaribo who graduated with a Master’s of Science in Microbiology at the U. of S.
Dein Sokaribo who graduated with a Bachelors of Arts in Economics and Bachelors of Commerce
at the U. of S.
Rabbi Claudio and Rosie Jodorkovsky on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Amiel on September
4th, Rosh Chodesh Elul. All members are welcome for the service and luncheon.
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:
The Cooper-Jodrey family
Even though we’ve been around for many years, the Cooper-Jodrey
family is happy to have finally joined CAI as members. Matthew works
in disability services and is also a skilled illustrator, sculptor, and painter
who creates customized artwork for individuals and organizations. Hanna
works as a language instructor at the University of Saskatchewan and
enjoys playing the piano, accordion, and mandolin. Joe is completing his grade six year at Saskatoon
French School and spends his time outside of school playing soccer and studying for his Bar Mitzvah
next spring; Ruth is finishing grade three at SFS, and she has taken after her mom and dad in that she
loves making art and playing music. We are excited to be a part of the CAI community.
The Trachteberg Family
Matthew and Eva Trachteberg moved from Winnipeg to Saskatoon in July
2014 when Matthews job brought them to Saskatchewan. They keep busy
with 3 young children together, River 4, Keanu 2 and Madox 5 months.
They live active lifestyles, enjoy the outdoors and are enjoying their new
home in Saskatoon. The Trachtenbergs are excited to be a part of Agudas
Israel and look forward to meeting more of the congregation.
CONDOLENCES TO:
Dave Abbey and Family whose father in law Irwin Ruttle passed
away May 13, 2016 in Kingston Ontario at age of 101 and 5 months
UNVEILING:
The unveiling for Dr. David Kaplan will be Thursday, August 11th. (Time TBA).
YASHER KOACH AND SHALOM TO:
Allen and Vanessa Morris and their children, Jacob and Ava Leah, who are leaving Saskatoon
for Florida. Allen has been the secretary of B’nai Brith the for the past year and will be missed.
THE BULLETIN

For

RESULTS,
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call me today.
I look forward to working with you!
           
Saskatoon
Bus: (306) 242-6000 	
Cell: 241-1900

Editor-in-Chief...........................Steven Goluboff
Advertising Manager.......................... Ron Gitlin
Circulation Manager..................... Myla Deptuch
Layout & Graphic Design............... Janet Eklund
Proof Reading............................. Bruce Cameron
Cost of this issue with mailing................... $1200
Advertisements..................................... $30/issue
Page Sponsorship.............$25/issue or $130/year
Issues Published............................................. 156

Issues/Year......................................................... 6
If you are happy with the Bulletin and enjoy reading
it, please consider sponsoring a page ($25/issue or
$130/year). Contact Steven Goluboff or Ron Gitlin.
E-Mail Address: s.goluboff@shaw.ca,
jewishcommunity@sasktel.net,
jteklund@shaw.ca
website: http://agudasisrael.org
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From the President

by Harold Shiffman, President, CAI
For those of us with
school-aged children,
summer is the time
when you ship off
one or more to a Jewish camp; most often
Camp BB Riback in
Pine Lake, Alberta. Motivation may be different from parent-to-parent, such as getting
the kids out of the house for a few months,
ensuring they have lots of fun and exercise, or
seeing that they learn some selection of survival skills when presented with living in the
great outdoors. But there are many camps that
can offer these experiences, so why Jewish
camp? Above all else, we as parents choose
Jewish summer camp to ensure our children
forge their own Jewish identities.

I only attended Camp BB for one year as
a counsellor in training (CIT) way back in
1990, and although those six weeks were the
only six weeks I was at camp, they still hold
a profoundly important spot in my heart and
mind; so much so that there was no question
that my own kids would attend Camp BB at
their earliest date of readiness (a date which
admittedly varies from child-to-child).
For those of you who are on the fence
about Jewish camp, the best thing I can
offer you is to read the Foundation for Jewish Camps “Camp Works” article on the
long-term impact of Jewish overnight camp
(http://www.jewishcamp.org/sites/default/
files/u5/NEW%20Camp_Works_for_Web.
pdf). Some of their results are astounding:
As adults, campers are 45% more likely to

attend a synagogue at least once a month and
37% more likely to light candles regularly for
Shabbat. In a world where assimilation is most
often the single biggest concern for a Jewish
parent, camp can help offset that and give
your kids the greatest opportunity to develop
a Jewish identity.
As far as the expense of camp is concerned,
I would like to direct you to the Camp BB
website and our local chapter of B’nai Brith,
both of whom are very interested in supporting campers from Saskatoon. Please contact
me, our Rabbi, a member of B’nai Brith or
the director of Camp BB Jerod Henoch if you
have any questions about camp or are interested in sending your kids now or in the future.

Divrei Harav – Rabbi Claudio’s Message
by Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky

Gun Control and Judaism

“Thus says the Eter- the death tolls and that’s enough reason to we call “gun control”. In the Babylonian Talmud (tractate Avodah Zara), the Rabbis ruled
nal: A voice was heard implement more rigid gun control.
Where does Judaism stand on this? Because that “One should not sell idolaters weapons
in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weep- times change and our ancestors didn’t live in or accessories of weapons”. Regardless what
ing: Rachel, weeping the conditions of our times, the answer to the “idolater” meant for our Rabbis, it is clear that
for her children, refusing to be comforted, for question is a matter of how we interpret our they were concerned about selling weapons
her children were no more.” (Jeremiah 31:15) sources. I will briefly share with you some of to those who could use those against them or
We are still disturbed by the horrifying them and my own views, hoping they can offer other people? My conclusion from this source
shooting attack at a gay nightclub in Orlando. some insights for your personal reflection on is that Jewish Law understood from early times
that the indiscriminate sale of weapons can
I can’t stop thinking about the forty nine this complex subject.
First of all, it is important to notice that the easily endanger society, and in consequence
young lives that were taken away and their
parents who like Rachel are weeping for their modern word “rights” is not part of our tradi- it must be strictly regulated.
murdered children. This shocking attack, the tional Jewish vocabulary. The Torah is not so
continued on page 13
bloodiest in the history of the United States, much interested in what we call today “rights”
joins the now long list of mass murders in that but in social responsibility. That’s why Jews
country directed towards the civil population, always speak about “commandments” (Mitzsometimes coming from religious fundamen- vot): It is through the fulfillment of our obligatalism, mental issues, anger or intolerance tions that we can guarantee the protection of
towards gays and other minorities. As such others’ rights. While modern constitutions had
a complex issue, it’s impossible to find a transformed rights into supreme values, focussimple explanation and several factors must ing mostly on what we deserve, Judaism puts
the emphasis on our obligations, emphasizing
be considered.
Once again, the controversy about gun con- what we must do as individuals rather than
trol has been re-ignited. While some defend what we must receive. In that context, Judaism
their constitutional rights to carry guns for had never hesitated to limit the rights of an
self-defence or argue that access to guns is not individual when an urgent situation affecting
the real cause for the attacks, others claim that the entire community had demanded it. We can
easy access to guns facilitates the shootings, conclude then that restricting the right to use
elevating exponentially the possibility for and sell guns by the authorities would be justiunqualified, mentally unstable and dangerous fied if it’s done for the benefit of the public, all
people to have access to them. Although it the more when saving lives is at stake.
Our sources show clear examples about
may limit constitutional rights, they claim that
a more restrictive policy would clearly reduce those restrictions in the context of what today
This page is sponsored by Effie (Brook) & Harry Gordon of Vancouver
This page is sponsored by Dr. Alan Rosenberg & Dr. Lesley-Ann Crone and family
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Hadassah-WIZO News

CHW is Canada’s leading Jewish women’s philanthropic organization. Founded in 1917,
CHW is non-political, volunteer driven and funds a multitude of programs and projects
for Children, Healthcare and Women in Israel and Canada.
by Linda Shaw
Hi Everyone.
This is a difficult article for me to write.
Why? It’s going to be my last HadassahWIZO report for a while. As I’ve told many
of you, I am stepping down as President of
the Sarah Goldenberg Chapter of HadassahWIZO. I was elected to this position when we
combined our three lagging chapters into one
– on July 25th 2000. That’s 16 years ago! Prior
to that I led Shoshanah Chapter for a long
time. That’s a lot of years. Although I love this
organization and I’m still passionate about the
programs CHW supports, I’m tired. It’s time
for some new leadership here. No one has
stepped up yet but I am hoping ……. Please
think deeply about taking on the Presidency
or chairing a project like the Raffle Dinner
or the Pesach Tea, Membership or planning
some meetings. It’s not overwhelming but

it is certainly very important. We also need
someone to take over writing this column for
The Bulletin.
It’s also a good time for me to retire because I get to go out on a high. We just had
our biggest turnout for CHW in years - at our
Barbeque at my house on May 19th. Our special guests were Claudia Goldman, National
President and Alina Ianson, CHW Executive
Director. Delightful women! They gave an
interesting and inspiring presentation about
the work of Hadassah -WIZO in Israel. Some
of their statistics blew me away. What a
difference we are making in so many Israeli
lives! I am very glad that they got to meet so
many Saskatonians. Our Annual Campaign
benefitted so much from their coming here.
Speaking of the Annual Campaign, I want
to thank all of you who have donated so gen-

erously. It wrapped up on June 30th but of
course, you can support our projects at any
time – check out www.chw.ca.
The Silver Spoon Dinner still remains
our biggest and best fundraising project for
Hadassah-WIZO and Congregation Agudas
Israel and I will certainly continue with that
and with the Annual Campaign. We haven’t
picked a date for serving our Raffle Dinner
to this year’s winner: Editor Extrordinaire
Steven Goluboff but it most likely will happen
in the Fall. Be ready to pitch in with all your
culinary specialties when asked.
Thank you for supporting me as your President all these years.
Shalom,
Linda

Sisterhood Notes

by Zoe Litman, President, Agudas Israel Sisterhood
In May Sisterhood
members met to dream
about how we would
like to see our Community Center in the
future. Many positive
ideas were put forth and we hope to see some
of them implemented. June marked our final
wind up meeting and social. We will not
formally meet as a group until September.

Thank you to the women who gave their
time and energy making this small group
vibrant and productive. Volunteering with
Sisterhood is not only fun but forms an important backbone for a strong community. It’s an
opportunity to meet women of all ages, form
friendships and work together to enrich our
religious festivals and community activities.
Please join us in September when we meet
again and have a great summer until then.

Torah Fund Cards
Women’s League for Conservative Judaism (of which our Sisterhood is a member)
supports the Torah Fund Campaign by selling
lovely cards.
The Torah Fund Campaign assists with
the training of rabbis by supporting the Jewish Theological Seminary in New York, the
School of Rabbinic Studies in Los Angeles,
the Schechter Institute of Jewish Studies in
Jerusalem and the Seminario Rabbinico Latinoamericano in Buenos Aires.

The Torah Fund Campaign began in 1942
as a Scholarship fund. In 1963 it merged with
the Mathilde Schechter Residence Hall campaign that provided housing for undergraduate students. Since then it has raised funds
for specific projects including residences,
libraries and the Schechter Institute of Jewish
Studies Garden.
For the past several years, monies raised
by Torah Fund have gone to scholarships to
all the schools and institutes that are part of

the umbrella.
Purchasing Torah Fund cards helps contribute to the Jewish education of future
generations of congregations served by the
graduates of these Rabbinic Institutes. It helps
strengthen Conservative/Masorti Judaism
throughout the world.
There are birthday, sympathy, thank you
and baby cards available. The cost is $5 and
they can be obtained through our Sisterhood
by contacting Leona Wasserman.

This page is sponsored by Naomi Rose z’l and Stan Sinai of Toronto.
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Jewish Community Security: CIJA’s Top Priority

by Steve McDonald, Assistant Director of Communications - CIJA
As Canadians,
we’re incredibly fortunate to live in one
of the safest countries in the world. But
as Jews, we’re also
challenged by the
reality of being an at-risk community when
it comes to hate crimes.
Statistics Canada figures reveal that, on
average, three hate crimes took place in
Canada every day in 2013, with Canadian
Jewry being the most frequently targeted minority. Although most of the crimes directed
against Jewish targets tend to be non-violent
property offenses – such as graffiti or other
forms of vandalism – these acts leave an indelible mark, reminding us that antisemitism
persists even in a country as welcoming and
pluralistic as Canada.
In addition to working on a range of conventional advocacy issues – from CanadaIsrael relations to social justice policies to
human rights – CIJA is extensively engaged
in efforts to strengthen Jewish community
security. Our in-house security team, which
has a wealth of experience from the Canadian
and Israeli security sectors, offers advice, support, training, and site audits as a free service
to Jewish communal institutions. The team
likewise liaises with law enforcement across
Canada and with partners internationally to
gain insight into potential threats, coordinate
Jewish community resources, and provide
updates to synagogues and day schools on
how to take appropriate, meaningful measures
in response to developments.
It is said that an ounce of prevention is

worth a pound of cure, an idiom that is particularly true when it comes to security. Our
security team regularly points out that the
single best thing a shul or school should do to
improve its security is for staff and members
to heighten their awareness.
Be diligent about following security procedures and regularly train staff and volunteers
on emergency procedures. Don’t open the
door for strangers (and for that matter, make
sure that doors that are supposed to be locked
are always locked). Politely introduce yourself
to newcomers and make a priority of always
knowing those who make use of your facility. Immediately report suspicious behaviour,
such as unknown individuals lingering in
the parking lot. Record in detail any such
incidents.
None of these measures need cost a penny,
and each of them is a crucial part of a comprehensive approach to security. Above all, trust
your instincts. If something doesn’t sit right,
do something about it. If you see something,
say something.
At the same time, we cannot avoid the fact
that security measures can impose significant
costs on community institutions. The federal
government’s Security Infrastructure Program
(SIP) currently allows at-risk institutions to
receive a potential subsidy of up to 50% – to
a maximum of $100,000 – to upgrade their
external security infrastructure. For example,
funds can be used to offset the costs of outdoor cameras, lighting, or fencing. While this
has benefited many institutions, the program
should be amended to do more to shoulder
security costs currently borne by at-risk communities.

This is why CIJA has launched a national
campaign to mobilize the Jewish community to write to Public Safety Minister Ralph
Goodale and ask him to modernize the SIP. In
particular, we are calling on the government
to increase the program’s funding (which sits
at about $1M annually), allow internal costs
to be eligible for support (such as interior
cameras and human resources), and open the
program up to applicants that cannot afford
the 50/50 funding formula.
I encourage every reader to take two minutes – a very small investment of your time
– to add your voice to this effort. Visit www.
cija.ca/sip to write directly to the Public Safety Minister and call for these crucial changes.
In the oft-cited Talmudic insight, Hillel
asks: “If I am not for myself, who will be for
me? If I am only for myself, what am I?” Our
campaign to expand federal support for community security is very much in this spirit, for
an improved SIP will strengthen security for
Canadian Jewry as well as other vulnerable
minority groups in Canada.
And as Hillel added: “If not now, when?”
Indeed, a good cause is one that’s worth supporting through immediate action. As you
conclude this column, I urge you to go online
and join the many members of our community
who have taken part in this vital campaign.
Steve McDonald is Deputy Director, Communications and Public Affairs, at the
Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA)
– the advocacy agent of Canada’s Jewish
Federations.
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On Parochialism in Religion

by Rabbi Roger V. Pavey (z”l)
The following is
another essay from
Moral and Spiritual
Values, the unpublished work of the
same title by the late Rabbi Roger Pavey.
In pre-modern times, the universe seemed
to human beings to be a small and comfortable
place. It was small both in terms of size
and in terms of how long it had existed. It
centred on human beings. Basically, it was
a three-deck structure: heaven, earth and the
underworld. The solar system and the stars
revolved around the earth in perfectly circular
orbits. It was small in size, for it included
only the sun and the major planets (excluding
Uranus, Neptune and Pluto), with the stars as
a backdrop equidistant from the earth, pinned
onto a circumambient firmanent. There was
no real idea of the distances involved. It
was small in time in that the mathematics
of the Bible, that is the summing up of the
genealogies of the Book of Genesis, made
it clear that the whole thing was created not
much more than a few thousand years ago.
The famous Archbishop Usher of Armagh
calculated creation as having occurred in

the year 4004 BCE, a figure that was widely
accepted. According to Jewish tradition,
using the same genealogies, creation occurred
even more recently, in or around 3760 BCE.
And of course logically the end time is
equally close.
The world’s religious traditions derive
from this picture of the universe with its two
basic assumptions: that the world extents no
great distance in either time or space; and
that the whole of creation is centered on the
doings of humankind and particularly that
part of it that God happens to have chosen
to receive the divine revelation. It follows
naturally enough that there is an implicit
parochialism in all world religions because
they all arise from a parochial mind set.
This is the reason why the impact of modern
science has been so damning to religion.
It is not that there is a necessary conflict
between science and religion in the sense
that religion can accommodate a great deal
of detailed fine tuning for which science
provides much material, but in the sense
that there is a fundamentally different scale
involved. Science and religion of course
ask two different questions. For science it is
the attempt to answer the question “How?”

whereas for religion it is the attempt to answer
the question “Why?” In principle, there is
no reason for each to tread on the toes of the
other. It is the immense difference in scale
that causes the problem. Religion’s universe
has been so small and so comfortable; the
universe of science is so colossal and the
human part of it so insignificant! Science
has extended the horizons of the universe
in both time and space, and in so doing
has diminished the place of the human.
The planet earth is an insignificant speck
of a planet that orbits a smallish, second
generation, middle-aged star, in a system
that lies on the suburban outskirts of the
Milky Way galaxy, which is itself only one of
billions of galaxies, each of which may well
accommodate stars with planetary systems,
many of which may contain life, numbering
trillions. The whole visible universe is 15
billion light years across, give or take a
few billion. And that visible universe may
be only 10% of the actual universe. And
in turn, that actual universe may be only
one of an infinity of parallel universes as is
theoretically required by the Copenhagen
Interpretation of quantum physics. And of
continued on page 12

B’nai Brith Update

by David Katzman, President of B’nai Brith Lodge 739 and Chairman of Silver Plate Dinner
Once again, our sincere congratulations to
Dianne Greenblatt for her outstanding service
to the Jewish community for so many years.
It was a pleasure to present the Gerry Rose
Volunteer award to Dianne at our recent
awards dinner.
The annual Pastrami on Rye meeting for

Lodge members, friends of the Lodge, and
prospective members will be on Monday,
September 12 at 6 p.m. Members are asked
to bring $20 for the annual dues.
The 62nd Silver Plate Dinner will be held
Tuesday, November 8. Every ticket sold
makes a difference and if you would like to

be a ticket seller,
please contact
Arnie Shaw, our
Ticket Master.
Have a great
summer.
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by Stan Schroeder

Biography of the Month: Janet Yellen

Meet one of the most influential people in
the world whom Time Magazine had in their
list of finalists for 2015 Person of the Year
(German Chancellor Angela Merkel won)
and the Jerusalem Post proclaimed the
second most influential Jewish person of
2015, after only Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu. She is Chair of the
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
Janet Yellen.
Janet Louise Yellen was born August
14, 1946 to a Jewish family in Brooklyn,
New York, the daughter of Anna (née
Blumenthal), a teacher, and Julius Yellen,
a physician. Her father’s family originally
came from the Polish town of Suwałki. She
graduated from Fort Hamilton High School
in the Bay Ridge section of Brooklyn. During
her senior year she was both the valedictorian
of her class and the editor of the school
newspaper, The Pilot. It was traditional
for the editor of The Pilot to interview the
valedictorian for an article. She wrote the
article in which she, the editor, inter-viewed
herself, the valedictorian. She wrote of her
interest in geology (she had an extensive rock
collection), her participation in the Science
Honors Program at Columbia University, and
her world travels with her parents.
Janet graduated summa cum laude from
Pembroke College (Brown University) with
a degree in economics in 1967. At Brown,
she had switched her planned major from
philosophy to economics. She received her
Ph.D. in economics from Yale University in
1971.
From 1971 to 1976, she was an assistant
professor at Harvard University. From 1977 to
1978, she worked for the Board of Governors
as an economist, before joining the faculty of
the London School of Economics and Political
Science (1978–80). She is professor emeritus
at the University of California at Berkeley,
where she has been a faculty member since

1980. She took leave from Berkeley for five
years starting in August 1994.
At that time she was appointed as a member
of the Federal Reserve System’s Board of
Governors and served as Chair of President
Bill Clinton’s Council
of Economic Advisors
from February 1997
until August 1999.
She also chaired the
Economic Policy
Committee of the
Organization for
Economic Cooperation
and Development from
1997 to 1999. Yellen
served as president
and chief executive
officer of the Federal
Reserve Bank of San
Francisco (2004–10)
as well as vice chair of
the Board of Governors
(2010 -14) before her
appointment as Chair
effective February 1,
2014 by President  Obama.
She became the first woman to lead the bank
since its creation nearly a century ago, but
not the first Jew. She follows her immediate
predecessor Ben Bernanke who was Jewish,
and Bernanke’s immediate predecessor, Alan
Greenspan, who was Jewish, too. There
have been two other Jewish fed chairs in the
past century. In fact, the other frontrunner
for the position, Lawrence Summers, was
Jewish too.
In 1978 Yellen married economist George
Akerlof, who is also Jewish. Akerlof won the
Nobel prize for economics in 2001 with two
other Americans. While living in Berkley,
Yellen and Akerlof were members of the
Reform Congregation Beth El, where their
only son Robert attended pre-school. Robert

now teaches economics at the University of
Warwick in England.
Jewish activists involved in the Bay Area
community, as well as those from the Jewish
community in Washington, where Yellen
has been living off and on,
could not recall any further
involvement by her in Jewish
life or in Jewish organizations.
An economist friend of Yellen
told the Forward that he knows
she is Jewish, “but that’s about
it.”
Yellen’s term as Chair is
four years, ending February
2018, but can be extended by
the President. Her term on the
Board of Governors ends in
2024. Like her predecessor,
Yellen has been a strong dove,
although many of her peers
maintain that this has simply
been due to current economic
conditions, and that she
could become a hawk under
appropriate circumstances.
She will also be the first Democrat to
chair the Fed in nearly 30 years, although
she has backed Bernanke’s bond-buyback
program and is expected to continue to
enact and perhaps even expand an economic
stimulus policy to boost the economy. She
has sought to emulate the philosophy of
James Tobin, an economist who believed
that an economy can be rescued from
recession through governmental intervention.
She and her husband, George Akerlof, are
both Keynesian economists who believe
that economic markets are fundamentally
flawed and need govern-mental regulation
to function correctly. They both created
economic models showing how firms seeking
to maximize profits would pay higher than
minimum wages. This model was a rebuttal
to conservatives such as Robert Lucas, who
mandated that flexible wages and prices would
allow the economy to revert to form more
easily after market upheavals. These models
helped to form the foundation of the New
Keynesian philosophy.
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Editor’s Note: Stan Schroeder is the Editor of
Congregation Shir Ami’s “Shir Notes” in Los
Angeles which also won a Gold Medal for “Bulletins.” He writes biographies of famous Jews
and has offered to share them with us. This article was first published in the Shir Notes. Steven
Goluboff and Stan met each other in Jerusalem
to discuss their community Bulletins.
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2016
Report
by Linda Shaw
Chantel Huber (CTV) presenting the
Sterling Award to Bonnie Stevenson

Silver Spoon Dinner 2016
was awesome!!! Chantal Kreviazuk was outstanding and so
entertaining as our celebrity
guest. She shared stories about
her life, the music industry and
motherhood and then wowed
us as she played several of her
beautiful songs at the gorgeous
grand piano, accompanied by
two bandmates on drums and
cello.
Another highlight was the
presentation of our Sterling
Award. The recipient was Bonny Stevenson – a remarkable
volunteer who keeps giving
to our community despite her
family tragedy. She lost her
17-yr old son Quinn to a drunk
driver and now she gives back
to the community, Centennial
Collegiate & sports in his name.
The prizes & Silent Auction
were fabulous. The support
from companies and individuals and volunteers to Silver
Spoon was unsurpassable. A
huge Thank You to everyone
who helped out. We couldn’t
do it without you.
My personal favourite part of
the event: having Robin Sasko
as my new co-chair. She was
fantastic !!!
We proudly remain the Premiere Event for Women in
Saskatchewan. We are prouder
still that we do such good in
the community - successfully
raising funds for Congregation Agudas Israel, Saskatoon
Hadassah-WIZO, Saskatoon
Interval House and Ronald
McDonald House. What a great
evening.
See you next year….

Co-Chairs Linda Shaw
and Linda Clone

June Avivi and Wilma Mollard
2/3 of the Sterling award
Selection Committee

Shlichim Volunteers
Lee and Dan

Sherwood, Ron and Rabbi Claudio

Bev Wong presenting Air
Canada Trip to Tracy Blair

Co-Chairs Linda Shaw
and Robin Sasko

Goluboff Family

Happy 50 50 Winner Christine Janzen

M.C. Shauna Foster

Volunteers Leo, Michael and Isobel

Jen and Sarah

This page is sponsored by Susanne Kaplan
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Shaw Family with Chantal K

Chantel and Jan Gitlin

Bonnie
Stevenson

Judicial Activism in Israel: The Supreme Court
Involvement in Defending The Jewish and
Democratic Identity of The State Of Israel

Rotem Malach, Central Emissary for North
American, Department of Activities, World
Zionist Organization led a spiritual discussion
on Judicial activism in Israel as part of
Rabbi Claudio’s study group in May. Here
are questions you may ponder and test your
knowledge.
1. Gay marriage, mixed marriage and civil
marriage are partially recognized in Israel
and they all have the same legal status.
2. The fence that was built after the

As my father planted
for me before I was
born,
So do I plant for
those who will come
after me.

from the Talmud

Your contribution,
sent to:
Saskatoon Jewish
Foundation
Congregation Agudas
Israel,
715 McKinnon Avenue,
Saskatoon S7H 2G2 will
be gratefully received
and faithfully applied.

second “Intifada” meets the demands
of the international court in Hague.
3. Individuals in a gay marriage
have legal rights in Israel.
4. The judges in Israel are
appointed by the Knesset.
5. The Prime Minister of Israel
can fire a judge.
6. It’s legal to sell pork in Israel.
7. The security autorities in Israel have

limitation over torturing suspects, even in
cases when the suspects hold information
that can lead to major attacks.
8. Reform conversion is legally recognized
in Israel for aliyah purposes.
9. The Supreme Court of Israel is
capable of disqualifying laws that
harm values of human rights.
10. The Supreme Court of Israel is one
of the strongest and most active
courts in all the world, mostly in
protecting values of human rights.
11. It is legal for a Jewish-majority
settlement to reject the requst
of an Israeli-Arab to move to
this Jewish settlement.
12. The values of human rights
have a supreme legal status
in the State of Israel.
13. There is a constitution in
the State of Israel.
Answers on page 12. (Yes or No)

The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:

TO

GREETING
FROM		
SEYMOUR BUCKWOLD CULTURAL FUND
Linda & Arnie Shaw
Thank you
Glady Rose		
					
Linda & Arnie Shaw
For your friendship and generosity
Toby Rose		
					
						
AVIVI YOUNG SHLICHIM FUND
Rena Boroditsky
In honour of your receiving
the Larry Hurtig Jewish Communal
Professional Award. Mazel Tov
June Avivi		
CLARA GOLUMBIA FUND
In honour of your 60th wedding
anniversary
Colleen & Joe Golumbia
				
Rhoda & Albert Broudy

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Lesley-Ann Crone
Wishing you a speedy recovery
Toby Rose & Les Klein
						
This page is sponsored by the late Dr. Lou and Mrs. Ruth Horlick
This page is sponsored by Anna Feldman of Toronto
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Thank You TCU Place

Over many years B’nai Brith, Congregation Agudas Israel and Hadassah-Wizo have worked
closely with TCU Place, formerly the Centennial Auditorium for many Silver Plate and Silver
Spoon Dinners. This year the congregation participated with TCU Place to host The Price is
Right, a resounding success that helped our community. At the Gerry Rose Dinner we chose to
recognize and honour three individuals who have been extremely supportive in these events.

Bob Korol

David Katzman and Harold Shiffman
with Gerard Cullen

Gerry Rose Dinner... from cover
understand, but all the young Jewish men were
eager to join in the war against Nazi Germany.
They couldn’t wait to do their share!
Gerry came back from overseas to work
in the family dry cleaning business. It was
founded by his parents Elsie and Arthur Rose
over 100 years ago and is still in operation –
although no longer “ours”.
Gerry was a volunteer. He was recognized
in 1987 with a “We Are Proud of You” B’nai
Brith Award, and was President of BB in
1954-55. He was a very humble but proud
member of the Order of Canada, our country’s highest civilian award. It was awarded
in 1998 in recognition of his wide-ranging
volunteer work in the community at large.
But this is not his night.
We are here to recognize and honour Dianne
Greenblat for her many years of volunteer
work for this congregation. Dianne’s husband
Gerald first settled permanently in Saskatoon in 1960 when he set up his optometry
practice. In 1965 Dianne and Gerald were
married. Dianne was born in Saskatoon, the
daughter of Adeline and William Earl. She
and Gerald have two daughters, Sandra and
Laura. Both girls were actively involved in
the Hebrew School and in BBYO in their
growing-up years.
Sandra is married to Mike Harasymuk and

from
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Rhonda Chelack

with their daughter Janelle live in Cochrane,
Alberta. Laura lives with daughter Rebecca
in Portland, Oregon. Janelle and Laura both
now work as accountants, and they are both
here tonight, along with Rebecca and Mike.
The Greenblat family traces its roots back
to some of the earliest Jewish families in
Western Canada with close connections
to the Buckwolds. Gerald’s father was an
early resident of Swift Current and Editor of
the Swift Current “Sun”, which was known
throughout Canada and won many awards as
a fine weekly newspaper.
Back to Dianne: I know from when I lived
in Saskatoon, she had a well-deserved reputation as a reliable, modest, mostly behind-thescenes volunteer. Hadassah-WIZO and Sisterhood both benefitted from her contributions.
At different times, Dianne was President of
both Shoshanah and Kadima chapters of Hadassah and also served as President of Agudas
Israel Sisterhood.
She was the kind of volunteer that Gerry
Rose exemplified: the person in the kitchen,
preparing for Hadassah bazaars, cooking and
baking up a storm, quietly but always there.
Not that Gerry ever baked, but he too loved to
do the necessary things that were often unrecognized. He very much appreciated Dianne’s
clerical work, issuing cheques and receipts for

Premium kosher table wines
available at Saskatoon Co-op
Wines & Spirits, Blairmore Centre.
Find a wide selection of Galil
Mountain and Teperberg wines
from Israel at attractive prices.

Imported by International Cellars Inc.Vancouver, BC
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the Congregation. Like my mother, Marcia
Sarlin, Dianne is a gifted sewer and actually
made parochet/Ark and Bima covers for the
shul, no small feat. She also sewed shrouds –
the highest level of Mitzvah, for the receiver
cannot say “Thanks”.
I believe that Dianne’s visit to Israel in 2001
was for her a dream come true. She was able
to see for herself the country that was at the
heart of all she worked for in her role as a
volunteer.
And here I want to ask Dianne and all the
volunteers here this evening to work together
in the fight against anti-Semitism, which
continues to rear its ugly head. We must not
make the mistake of believing that this is
only a Jewish problem that we have to fight
on our own.
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Chief Rabbi of the
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth, recently visited Canada. He
urged the Jewish community and its volunteers to work together with Christians and
Muslims in this on-going fight, just as you
have so recently worked to help refugees from
Syria, hand-in-hand with Muslims in Saskatoon. Rabbi Sacks believes that today’s antiSemitism is as pernicious as its earlier major
expressions. Since the old religious and racial
hatreds may no longer be politically correct,
the contemporary variety of anti-Semitism
takes the form of anti-Zionism. That is hatred
for the national state, the “right of Jews to
have a space where they can defend themselves”. We have an obligation as Jews to tell
the world about Israel, a country whose people
went from experiencing the worst of humanity
to believing the world can be a better place.
So, Dianne, we are here to applaud you for
a lifetime of service, a volunteer with a great
and loving heart, and well-deserving of this
year’s Gerry Rose Volunteer Award.

This Page is Sponsored by the United Israel Appeal of Canada
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Rabbi Pavey... from page 7
course those massive figures apply in terms
of time as well. A light year is the distance
that anything travelling at the speed of light,
approx. 300,000 kms per second, will cover
in one year. Just as the universe is 15 billion
or so light years from one side to the other,
so its age is also 15 billion years, that is 15
billion years have elapsed since the Big Bang
of creation. The whole universe is expanding,
though it is possible that eventually the
mass contained in it will be just sufficient
to stop the expansion and reverse it, so that
in another 15 billion years, there will be a
Big Crunch. Before the Big Bang and after
the Big Crunch, there are no laws of nature.
The problem here is not the concept but
the numbers. It is very possible to accept
in principle the paradigm of the universe
involved, while completely missing the point
of the enormity of the numbers. Science
fiction exploits this when it speaks so glibly
of journeys through space and time. The
speed of light - “c” - can never be passed. To
do so would require infinite energy. That is
why the Einsteinian equation, E =mc squared,
is the ultimate parameter of the universe.
Nothing can ever accelerate or decelerate to
the speed of light. Contact between the life
forms of the universe is exceedingly unlikely
because the distances and times involved are
so vast. It is impossible for the human mind
to envisage the numbers involved: a billion
in uncountable, it corresponds to nothing
in the human experience, and is therefore
a meaningless smudge in the mind. We are
in the position of the earliest hominid who
could count only, “one, two, three...a lot”.
The sheer immensity of the universe in space
and time is literally inconceivable.
Which is why the pre-modern picture of
reality is alive and well in the human mind.
As is the religious imagination derived from
it. The God who strolls in the Garden of Eden
in the cool of the evening, is the God who is
a reality for most religious believers, even
today precisely because He is a God with
whom human beings can be comfortable and
to whom they can relate. He may be irascible
and inclined to smite, but He also rewards
obedience. Concepts of God that would make
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sense in the universe revealed by science
become too vast and too vague for human
beings to derive much comfort or inspiration
from. They may be truer to reality, but they
are less true to the human heart.
However, it becomes increasingly difficult
to hang on to a view of God as a superperson Who intervenes in human affairs on
earth in a sometimes whimsical way. Why
should the God of such an enormously vast
universe be so especially interested in such
an insignificant speck of it as to spend all
His time there and ignore the - presumably
- equally pressing concerns of other life
forms elsewhere? It is this, the sheer scale
of the cosmos, and the breathtaking parochial
arrogance of humankind in such a universe,
that poses the greatest intellectual challenge
to human religion. Especially of course to a
religion that bases its claims on revelation, the
idea that God has given knowledge of what
He wants and who He is through an event in
history - giving Torah on Sinai, the life and
death of a Mediterranean Jewish peasant
called Jesus. Religion in the future will have
to change radically, will have to catch up to
the full implications of the scientific world
view, or it will condemn itself to irrelevance
as childish fantasy. This is not an exercise
in scientism, merely an acceptance that our
religious faith and practice must cohere with
our paradigm of ultimate reality. The scale
of the universe is a given.
Of course, on the other side of the coin
is the fact that I have alluded to earlier that
there is a built-in structure to the universe that
seems to point to an astonishing fine tuning
that appears to be directed to the production
in the universe of purposive consciousness.
This is the Anthropic Principle. Quantum
indeterminacy does not mean chaos: it means
that the universe is not empty and without
purpose, for consciousness would seem to be
an essential part of what is, and can in a real
sense be creative. The universe is not wholly
given, there is space allowed for improvision,
there is an indeterminacy that is built into the
universe itself. The radically new is always
possible and it is unpredictable. There is a
free lunch in the absolutely unpredictable
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meeting of subatomic particles. This is
creation, and with inflation even the bubble
universe can attain stability and become a
full-blown universe.
Religious believers are going to have to
come to terms with reality and to dialogue
honestly with science. Science is not
hostile to religion as such, but it can not
accommodate a wilful parochialism that sees
humankind as the center of the universe by
turning a blind eye to the enormity of that
universe in space and time. Many modern
scientists detect in the universe clear signs of
purpose and meaning, and respond to what
they see with profound spirituality. There
remains very definitely a real possibility of
religious faith and spirituality for modern
human beings. The universe is filled with
life and purpose and consciousness. Much
of traditional “revelation” remains profound
insights by human beings at their best into the
nature of ultimate reality and in the enriching
of the life process; it can teach and guide
us in our reaching out beyond ourselves.
But by the same token, parochial claims to
possession of ultimate truth are untenable.
Myths about the group, history, heaven and
hell, remain that: “Myths”. A myth is a poetic
telling of truth: it must not be read literally.
The Hebrew Bible is an existential myth
that we dialogue with to our enrichment, but
accept as literal fact to our impoverishment.
So, too, is the Jesus myth of Christianity. The
problem is literal-mindedness that will lead
us into exclusivist claims. Perhaps we need
to learn to read a text on the deep level of
dialogue rather than read it with bated breath
as a religious statement.
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Dan and Lee...

from page 2

istence initiatives in our local region – having
get together, learning Arabic and volunteering
teaching Hebrew in Arab schools.
Our small community is not only active
outwards, but is also very active as a community. Being a small and young Kibbutz
we are constantly trying to attract new people
and make our Kibbutz grow (5 new families
moving to the Kibbutz this summer). In our
Kibbutz almost everyone is a member of a
different committee (sounds familiar?) and we
have big celebrations together, the highlight

being a musical play every Passover and our
Shavuot celebration that attracts many guests
and visitors to our small and remote place.
We feel like we are returning to Israel wellrested and charged but also filled with ideas
and initiatives we saw here and want to take
back with us. Our Jewish identity is much
more complete and we genuinely feel inspired
by Congregation Agudas Israel to get back and
continue being influential, making a change
and making our community and lives better.
Thank you for opening your Synagogue,

your houses and your hearts to us, without
doubt the greatest aspect of this year and the
true charm of this place. We can imagine how
hard it is to be gracious to a different couple
every year, and that makes us even more
grateful. Thank you again for an amazing
year, and we hope to see you again sometimes
in the future! (Our Kibbutz has the greatest
sunsets in Israel).
Love,
Dan and Lee

Divrei Harav... from page 4
Another relevant source comes from tractate
Baba Kamma (Babylonian Talmud). Here the
discussion is about breeding a dangerous dog
(a self-defence “weapon” still very common in
our days). The Shulchan Aruch, centuries later,
codified that if you have a dangerous dog you
must keep it tied in chains at all times. Even
if the dog is trained not to harm others, Jewish law stipulates it must remain chained so it
doesn’t scare passers-by. Only when there is
a concrete threat of an attack the owners are
allowed to unchain a dog, but the permission
was limited only to nighttime. We could learn
from this source that guns must be used only
when there is a real and concrete need, and in
places where effective security is not provided;
otherwise they must remain locked up.
Although Judaism does not prohibit selling
or owning guns for self-defence, it has never
encouraged individuals to replace the role of
the security forces in ensuring security. The
book of Devarim (Deuteronomy) commands
every city to appoint “Judges and policemen”,
the latter the ones in charge of protecting
the security of the individuals. Additionally,
although of legitimate use when justified,
guns are considered “shameful” according
to the Mishnah for being “tools of violence,
not peace”. Even in situations when we need
them for self-defence, Judaism expresses that

we must feel uncomfortable for having to use
them. These statements are remarkable considering that in those times and for centuries
Jews were denied the right of self-defence.
In our days, while Israel depends on guns to
protect its right of existence as any other nation, Judaism teaches us that although we need
them, we cannot get used to them. Weapons
may be necessary but they are not part of the
Jewish set of values.
Finally, I would add to this brief list of
sources the law from the Torah that warns us
from “putting a stumbling block before the
blind”. The Rabbis understood this regulation
in a non-literal way: We must refrain from giving a person advice or an object that may cause
him/her harm, when the person is not able to
see that danger. The same applies to the case
of selling something: The seller cannot say “I
am just doing business, it’s his problem what
he will do with it”; he is forbidden from taking
advantage of a client’s lack of awareness. In
the context of selling guns we could argue that
at least some of the criminals who perpetuated
mass shooting were not aware (“blind”) at
the moment of buying their gun of what they
would be able to do with it in the future.
I want to finish with a real-life story about
the application of this ruling: In his book “Jewish Wisdom”, Rabbi Joseph Telushkin men-

tions that in the attempt of assassination against
President Ronald Reagan in 1981 it was found
that the gun used in the attack was purchased
in a pawnshop owned by a Jew. The owner,
Isaac Goldstein, had a sign in his shop with
the inscription “Guns don’t cause crime any
more than flies cause garbage”. When Rabbi
David Bleich from Yeshiva University learnt
about this he sent a letter to Goldstein telling
him that a Jew should not sell guns because of
the responsibility of the seller on what could be
done with that gun. He finishes his letter with
a paragraph that 35 years later still preserves
the same relevance: “Yes, Mr. Goldstein, flies
do not cause garbage, but garbage does attract
flies. Guns may or may not cause crime, but
crimes of violence cannot be committed without tools of violence. Self-restraint in the sale
of weapons is a small enough price to pay for
even marginal enhancement of public safety.”
I pray that we never see again parents weeping for their children, and that we may see
soon the day when the vision of our prophets
will be fulfilled: “They will beat their swords
into plowshares and their spears into pruning
hooks”.
B’Birkat Shalom, with the blessing of peace,
Rabbi Claudio
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Yahrtzeits
July 1/2
Ruth Bondar
Herman Levine
Sam Zaitlen
Vera Barsky
Benjamin Rachamim
Israel Ragoff
Israel Rodoff
Kathryn Cooper
Robert Floom
Solomon Cramer
Leo Lipcovic
Bernie Reznick
Sara Charach
Nathan Gropper
Max Hock
Rosa Jerman
Max Gropper
Bert Schwartz
Ben Shiffman

Sivan 25/26
July 1 (25)
July 1 (25)
July 1 (25)
July 2 (26)
July 2 (26)
July 2 (26)
July 2 (26)
July 3 (27)
July 3 (27)
July 5 (29)
July 5 (29)
July 5 (29)
July 6 (30)
July 6 (30)
July 6 (30)
July 6 (30)
July 7 (Tammuz1)
July 7 (1)
July 7 (1)

July 8/9
Stella Hearn
Irma Altschul
David Baltzan
Nathan Richman
Samuel Forgan
Zakhar Isaakov
Rabbi Louis Jacobs
Bessie Switzer
Chaim Tzalkovich
Sidney Buckwold
Patricia Holtslander
Evelyn Ross
Pearl Trute
Beatrice Adilman
Mary Lifshen

Tammuz 2/3
July 8 (2)
July 9 (3)
July 9 (3)
July 9 (3)
July 11 (5)
July 11 (5)
July 11 (5)
July 11 (5)
July 11 (5)
July 12 (6)
July 12 (6)
July 12 (6)
July 12 (6)
July 14 (8)
July 14 (8)

July 15/16
Etta Tadman
Toba Waldman
Anna Dragushan
Irving Jacobson
Nathan Adilman
Walter Merchant
Ralph Sugarman
Louis Epstein
Minnie Filer
Reva Mathews
Efrat Mishiev

Tammus 9/10
July 15 (9)
July 15 (9)
July 16 (10)
July 16 (10)
July 18 (12)
July 19 (13)
July 19 (13)
July 20 (14)
July 20 (14)
July 20 (14)
July 20 (14)

July 22/23
Maria Kolominsky
Faigel Lyons
Schulem Singer

Tammuz 16/17
July 23 (17)
July 23 (17)
July 23 (17)

Editorial... from page 3
of course starting with his precociously literate
son Judah.
We say a fond Yasher Koach and Shalom to
our Shlichim, Dan and Lee Vardi as they share
thoughts about their year in Saskatoon in this
Bulletin. The Shlichim program has completed
its 15th year and has been a huge player in the
vitality of the activities of the Congregation
and a very tangible way to connect to the State
of Israel. However, it comes with a significant
financial price tag. Traditionally and for most

Harold Waldman
John Adelman
Jack Teskey
Jack M. Sklar
Etta Gross
Louis Pollock

July 23 (17)
July 24 (18)
July 24 (18)
July 25 (19)
July 27 (21)
July 27 (21)

July 29/30
Sarah Schacter
Sam Shafer
Abraham Kassen
Abraham Katz
Gerald Gitlin
Joseph L. Brans
Sarah Goodman
Joseph Purkin
Daniel Weitzman
Lena Kassen
Nekhama Stone
Ruth Buckwold Stoffman
Frances Ruth Dashafsky
Nina Fogel
Farhad Hebron
Helen Teskey
Ettie Wiss

Tammuz 23/24
July 29 (23)
July 29 (23)
July 30 (24)
JUly 30 (24
July 31 (25)
Aug 1 (26)
Aug 1 (26)
Aug 1 (26)
Aug 1 (26)
Aug 3 (28)
Aug 3 (28)
Aug 4 (29)
Aug 4 (29)
Aug 4 (29)
Aug 4 (29)
Aug 4 (29)
Aug 4 (29)

August 5/6
Vera Helfgott
Lloyd Landa
Dolphy Neuman
Frances Paul
Margret Poplack
Lucille Katzman
Wilma Katzman
Joseph Volansky
Barney Kutz
Ruby (Ruth) Rosenberg
Etta Sonnenschein
Ian Buckwold
Clara Epstein

Av 1/2
Aug 5 (1)
Aug 5 (1)
Aug 5 (1)
Aug 5 (1)
Aug 5 (1)
Aug 6 (2)
Aug 6 (2)
Aug 6 (2)
Aug 7 (3)
Aug 9 (5)
Aug 10 (6)
Aug 11 (7)
Aug 11 (7)

August 12/13
Ben Ackerman
Hy Buller
Edward Caplan
Leah Chertkow
Jacob Dragushan
Gussie Sass
Edna Yates
Sura Kolominsky
Helen Resnick
Betty Sklar
Jacob Charach
S. Peter Schachter
Samuel Kassen
Albert Kay

Av 8/9
Aug 12 (8)
Aug 12 (8)
Aug 12 (8)
Aug 12 (8)
Aug 12 (8)
Aug 12 (8)
Aug 12 (8)
Aug 13 (9)
Aug 14 (10)
Aug 14 (10)
Aug 15 (11)
Aug 15 (11)
Aug 16 (12)
Aug 16 (12)

of the last 15 years it has been funded almost in
total by the funds raised in our annual United
Israel Appeal. However, with the campaign facing harder times, and the program costing more
we have had to subsidize it with funds from our
community resources, a challenging endeavor,
considering that only 30 % of our budget is
derived from membership dues. The cost has
increased from the Jewish Agency, making
it even more difficult to sustain. Through the
skilled leadership of our Finance Chair, Grant

Max Wormann
Ezra R. Avol
Claire Mendel
Lillian Claman

Aug 16 (12)
Aug 17 (13)
Aug 17 (13)
Aug 18 (14)

August 19/20
Rita Collins
Estella Ginsburg
William Landa
Nettie Rabinovitch
Anthony Lehrer
David Sonnenschein
Moses P. Berekson
Edward Churchill
Anna Rabkin
Louis Gelmon
Sidney Israel Chapman
Louis Goluboff
Jack Sklar
Rose Baltzan
Fay Ditlove

Av 15/16
Aug 19 (15)
Aug 19 (15)
Aug 19 (15)
Aug 19 (15)
Aug 20 (16)
Aug 20 (16)
Aug 21 (17)
Aug 21 (17)
Aug 21 (17)
Aug 23 (19)
Aug 24 (20)
Aug 24 (20)
Aug 24 (20)
Aug 25 (21)
Aug 25 (21)

August 26/27
Saul Scharfstein
Aron Foulkes
Pearl P. Adilman
Solomon Livergant
Chaim Wolfe
Freda Claire Purkin
Jack Sandbrand
Miriam Lily Green
Mollie Shafer
Harry Sklar

Av 22/23
Aug 26 (22)
Aug 27 (23)
Aug 28 (24)
Aug 29 (25)
Aug 29 (25)
Aug 30 (26)
Aug 31 (27)
Sept 1 (28)
Sept 1 (28)
Sept 1 (28)

September 2/3
Samuel Shore
Fannie Gropper
Lori-Lynn Laliberte
M. Grugman
Abram Katz
Harry Landa
Leonard Landa
Rae Richman
Gertrude Weiner
Alvin Buckwold
David Diament
Neil Livergant
Fanny Feigenbaum
Sydney Fogel
Rena Shatzer
Masha Zaitlen

Av 29/30
Sept 2 (29)
Sept 3 (30)
Sept 3 (30)
Sept 3 (30)
Sept 4 (Elul 1)
Sept 4 (1)
Sept 4 (1)
Sept 4 (1)
Sept 4 (1)
Sept 5 (2)
Sept 5 (2)
Sept 5 (2)
Sept 7 (4)
Sept 8 (5)
Sept 8 (5)
Sept 8 (5)

Scharfstein and the support of UIA Canada and
CEO Linda Kislowicz, we will be able to manage the program for another year. Should we
continue after this year? Is the program valued
by our community and its members? What are
we prepared to do to insure its future success?
These are questions the Board of Trustees
and our members must answer over the next
twelve months.
I wish you all a warm and happy summer
season.

This page is sponsored by Lorna Bernbaum in memory of her parents Dr. Frank and Frances Bernbaum.
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Where do you read
your Bulletin?
We know our Bulletin is a good read.
But where do you enjoy leafing
through the lovely pages?
From Tallahassee to Tel Aviv, we
know our Bulletin has amazing reach.
Have you ever taken the bulletin
up a mountain or to the beach?
And even here in town we’re
curious, where are you seated
when you are seeing the latest
synagogue sightings?
Send in a creative picture of
where you read your Bulletin
and we will feature one or two
of the best shots each issue.
If your photo is chosen you will win
the prize of ever-lasting fame.
Your photo must include a one
sentence caption including
your name and where/how you
like to read the Bulletin.

The Editor
Eagles
Number 2 par
5 at Riverside
Country Club

Editor visiting our most senior member
of CIA Anne Shectman in Toronto

Hebrew School Wind Up Picnic

Epic Soccer Match

CAI Young and Old against
the Screaming Chickens

Judah Bernbaum reads the Bulletin
in bed in Saskatoon in his underwear.

This page is sponsored by Lois & Walter Gumprich, with Susanne, Daniel, Michelle, Abigail and their families.
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July 2016 • Sivan / Tammuz 5776
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1 Sivan 25
					
“Troubles are partial to wetness

Friday

from - The New Joys of Yiddish
by Leo Rosten

4 Sivan 28

5 Sivan 29

6 Sivan 30

SHELACH

OFFICE CLOSED

- to tears and whisky”

3 Sivan 27

Saturday

2 Sivan 26

7 Tammuz 1

*

8 Tammuz 2

* Michael Gertler

9 Tammuz 3

*

10 Tammuz 4

11 Tammuz 5

12 Tammuz 6

13 Tammuz 7

14 Tammuz 8

15 Tammuz 9

* Matt Ditlove

16 Tammuz 10

CHUKAT

NO SERVICE

*

17 Tammuz 11

18 Tammuz 12

19 Tammuz 13

20 Tammuz 14

21 Tammuz 15

KORACH

22 Tammuz 16

23 Tammuz 17

BALAK

NO SERVICE

24 Tammuz 18

25 Tammuz 19

26 Tammuz 20

27 Tammuz 21

28 Tammuz 22

29 Tammuz 23

30 Tammuz 24

PINCHAS

31 Tammuz 25
August 2016 • Tammuz / Av 5776
Sunday

Monday

1 Tammuz 26

Tuesday

2 Tammuz 27

* Marsha Scharfstein

Wednesday

3 Tammuz 28

Thursday

4 Tammuz 29

Friday

5 Av1

OFFICE CLOSED

8 Av 4

MATOT-MASEL

ROSH CHODESH

Shlichim
Goodbye Party
3-5PM

7 Av 3

6 Av 2

Saturday

* Harold Shiffman

9 Av 5

10 Av 6

11 Av 7

12 Av 8

Unveiling for
Dr. David Kaplan

Shabbat at Home
7:00 pm

Time TBA

13 Av 9
SHABBAT CHAZON
Erev Tish B’Av
Devarim

* Nicky Gitlin

14 Av 10

15 Av 11

16 Av 12

17 Av 13

18 Av 14

19 Av 15

20 Av 16
SHABAT NACHAMU

Tisha B’Av Observed

Va’etchanan

*Perry Jacobson

21 Av 17

22 Av 18

23 Av 19

24 Av 20

25 Av 21

26 Av 22

27 Av 23

EKEV

Jewish Day Camp
Jewish Community Centre
*Steven Simpson

28 Av 24

29 Av 25

30 Av 26

31 Av 27

This page is sponsored by B’nai Brith Lodge #739
* Bema Roster

