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Join us in a park near you July 3rd - 24th. 
Free Admission! Family Friendly! 

Special preview performance July 2nd 
behind the Jewish Community Centre

For full performance schedule please visit sumtheatre.com

Israel’s Ambassador To Canada Visits Saskatoon
Cooperation with Saskatchewan

by Ambassador Rafael Barak
 “Small states 

e v e r y w h e r e , 
p o o r  i n 
resources but 
r ich in spir i t , 
can learn much 
from the Jewish 
people, who, 

undaunted, have brought into being a State 
politically strong, socially helpful to the needy, 
and economically ever stronger.“

These powerful words embody the history 

of modern Israel as a nation that harnessed the 
power of science and innovation to become an 
example for the world. Although one would 
expect these remarks to come from Golda 
Meir, Abba Eban or any other fountainhead 
of the Zionist spirit, you will be surprised to 
learn that they are attributed to someone who 
was raised and educated in Saskatoon. They 
belong to none other than John Diefenbaker, 
the Canadian Prime Minister who welcomed 
David Ben Gurion on the first state visit of 
any Israeli official to Canada. 

Since Prime Minis-
ter Ben Gurion’s ar-
rival in May 1961, 
there have been many 
subsequent bilateral 
visits. Despite the geographic distances, our 
two countries have created an extensive net-
work of ties based upon our shared democratic 
values, mutual interests and strong people-to-
people connections. Recently, our relationship 
has reached new heights with Canadians and 
Israelis collaborating at an unprecedented 
level in a variety of areas from science to 
business, international development to global 
security and culture to academics.

Nowhere is this collaboration more evident 
than in Prime Minister Diefenbaker’s home 

continued on page 12

I have had many wonderful experiences 
as President of this community, but I cannot 
think of another that has made me more proud.

The Board of Trustees has decided to create 
an Award…A very special award…one that 
will not be given lightly or even every year. 
It is an award that seeks to recognize a person 

or persons who have given 
generously and tirelessly 
to this community over 
a long period  of time. It 
is about time and money 

Elaine and Sherwood Sharfe Recipients of the B’nai Brith Gerry 
Rose Volunteer of the Year Award and the Lifetime of Service Award
by Marsha Scharfstein

and leadership and commitment and dedica-
tion. It is about representing the interests of 
our community in the best possible way in 
everything they do. It is about a Lifetime of 
Service. It is about Elaine and Sherry Sharfe. 
I am so honoured that this award is being 
presented tonight while I can legitimately 
say, “On behalf of Congregation Agudas 
Israel, it is my pleasure to recognize Elaine 
and Sherry Sharfe as our first recipients of 
the Congregation Agudas Israel Lifetime of 
Service Award. “

Theatre in The Park 2015

July 3rd - 24th

sumtheatre.com
306. 880. 4786

presents

Join us in a park near you! Free Admission! Family Friendly!

With children Kevin, Yehosuah, and Heather 
Sharfe (missing Pam from Toronto)

When Kevin was a toddler, he and my 
Dad went to the theatre to watch a Superman 
movie.  As superman rescued the village and 
flew all the innocent victims to safety on his 
back, little Kevin announced in a voice that 
the whole theatre could hear “he’s almost as 
strong as my Daddy.”

A Tribute To My Parents
by Heather Fenyes

Recognizing my parents for a lifetime of 
giving to our community, for me, is acknowl-
edging them as the superheroes they have 
been in the lives of the Saskatoon Jewish com-
munity in general and our family in particular.

This honour, more than being about a list, 
continued on page 9
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Alan Thicke
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Heather & Linda

Vicky, Jan & Veronica

Shauna - 
Our MC

50-50 
Winner 
- Elaine 
Kosmas

Greeters - Wendy, 
Rebecca, Robin & 

Stacie Graham

Jan 
introducing 
Alan Thicke

Rabbi 
Claudio

50-50 Draw

This year marked the 25th anniversary of the Silverspoon Dinner!  
Twenty five years later, we are still the proud hosts of Saskatoon 
premier women’s night out.  Our celebrity guest was Allan Thicke, 
and the night was thick with treats and surprises.  There were more 
give-aways than ever, the silent auction was packed with goodies and 
the prizes were outstanding.  We want to thank each and every helper 
without whom an event of this magnitude could never happen; from 
organization to clean up, a huge thank you to all!  We have already 
begun to think of what lies ahead!by Heather Fenyes

Ronald McDonald House

Sterling Award 
Presentation 
- Kim Hebert

LOST AND FOUND AND 
COMMUNITY BULLETIN 

BOARD:
The Lost and Found Box is full. It is 

located immediately to your left when you 
enter the building. 

If you have events you wish to post the 
Bulletin Board, please send the details to 

lisashiffman@gmail.com.

Wind Up Sisterhood Dinner

Sarah and Shaina

Rose

Lori, Sara, JoAnn and Anna Rosi

Jan and Ron
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MAZEL TOV AND CONGRATULATIONS TO:
• Maxim Gertler-Jaffe, son of Joanne and Michael, whose 6-part web series, “World Away” 

was launched in April. “Quinn, brilliant and alienated, is about to embark on a one-way 
trip to Mars. But she hasn’t told anyone she’s leaving yet.”  It can be viewed at http://www.

worldawayseries.com/.  Maxim works at White Pine Pictures in Toronto, where he has recently 
been promoted to production manager. 

• Jardena Gertler-Jaffe, daughter of Joanne and Michael, who graduated from University 
of Toronto with a BMus in (Classical) Vocal Performance. Jardena will continue her studies 
this fall at the University of Toronto, where she has been fully funded to complete her MA in 

Ethnomusicology and for her portrayal of ‘Hansel’ in Engelbert Humperdinck’s opera, “Hansel 
and Gretel, for the Saskatoon Opera’s school tour. This year, the tour visited five Saskatchewan 

cities and performed Hansel and Gretel 21 times in two weeks!
• Rishona Avivi daughter and granddaughter of Ari and June Avivi who was awarded Grade 

Nine Female Athlete of the Year, MVP Green Team volleyball and Rookie of the Year – Senior 
Girls’ Basketball at Bedford Road Collegiate. 

• Jordana Jacobsen, whose business Cravings Maternity – Baby – Kids store won the 
Saskatoon Achievement in Business Award for the Customer Service for 2015

• Allen Ponak who was recently chosen the 2015 recipient of the Bora Laskin Award for 
outstanding contributions to Canadian Labour Law. The award, honouring Canada’s former 

Supreme Court Justice  (and the first Jewish appointee to that court), who was an arbitrator and 
law professor before becoming a Judge, is awarded annually to one person by the University of 
Toronto. Previous recipients have included Warren Winkler who helped create the Residential 

School compensation adjudication program, Rosalie Abella and Andrew Sims. Allen is the first 
person in Saskatchewan to receive this award. 

• Gladys Rose upon the birth of Ryan Jack Poster, second son of granddaughter Rebecca 
Cooper and David Poster on May 15th, 2015.

• David Katzman who was the winner of the low net at Riverside Golf Club 
Stroke Play competition. 

• Henry Woolf LL.D, was one of the 2015 recipients of the Saskatchewan 
Order of Merit, established in 1985 , a prestigious recognition of excellence, 

achievement and contributions to the social, cultural and economic well-being 
of the province and its people.

• Cohen Goluboff-Munro, son on Sarah and Donnie on his 
graduation from The Queen Elizabeth Cooperative Pre-School 

Program. 
• Daniel Katzman, son of Susan and David who has been accepted 

into the College of Law at the U of S.

UNVEILING:
Pauline Laimon – Sunday August 9th, 11 am. Agudas Israel Cemetery.

THANK YOU AND TODAH RABAH TO:
Sandra Broudy and Tobin Robbins for a significant gift to Congregation Agudas Israel Chevra 

Kaddisha, in memory of Harry Broudy. 

CONDOLENCES FROM CONGREGATION AGUDAS ISRAEL:
On the death of Dr. Leon Bass, Robbie Waisman’s liberator, who was a guest speaker at the 

Holocaust Memorial service several years ago. 
• Dr. Saul Gonor on the death of his mother Ruth Gonor in Vancouver.

GET WELL WISHES TO:
Valerie Korinek

 
WELCOME NEW MEMBER:

Joel Bernbaum is an actor, playwright, journalist and the founding artistic director 
of Sum Theatre. In 2015-2016, Joel will apprentice at Toronto’s Tarragon Theatre 
as their Urjo Kareda Resident. Joel grew up in Saskatoon and was always active in 

Congregation Agudas Israel. 

This page is sponsored by Steven, Leila, Sarah & Shaina Goluboff

Editorial 
by Steven Goluboff The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel

Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home committed 
to deepening the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in the 
historical traditions of the Jewish people. We are a progressive, democratic and sensitive con-
gregation responding to the widest spectrum of Jewish thought and practice.

Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY

As a small congre-
gation, in a relatively 
isolated Jewish com-
munity, it is astonishing 
to see our accomplish-
ments. This past spring 

has included Yom Hashoah, the Silver Spoon 
Dinner, a visit by the Israeli Ambassador 
to Canada, the completion of a successful 
year of Hebrew School, and finally the An-
nual B’nai Brith Gerry Rose Volunteer of the 
Year Award Dinner. We congratulate Elaine 
and Sherwood Sharfe for being the worthy 
recipients of the Volunteer Award. But in ad-
dition to that honour the Congregation and its 
Board presented a Lifetime of Service Award, 
one that will be special and infrequent. This 
award honours outstanding and exemplary 
service and philanthropy over many decades. 
The award was presented by President Marsha 
Scharfstein and added words of praise were 
delivered by Sherry and Elaine’s daughter 
Heather. Hopefully such great commitment 
and devotion to our congregation will be 
inspiring to all members and result in even 
modest contributions of time and energy to 
help sustain our small community. At this time 
we say good-bye and shalom to our Shlichim, 
Itai and Lori, who have been an integral part 
of our community for the last year, presenting 
to us educational and critical analyses of the 
complexity of their home, the State of Israel. 
Their weekly Israeli updates have provided 
a concise and fascinating window to Israel. 
Our Hebrew School children and young adults 
have enjoyed their enthusiasm and dedication. 
We will all miss them but look forward to yet 
another young couple who will join us later in 
the summer. For our congregation, it will be 
a quiet summer, one in which we can enjoy 
our hobbies, travel and family time together. 
Maybe we will all be able to engage in some 
new activity. For the first time in my life I actu-
ally went bird-watching with two very experi-
ences and knowledgeable “birders”. Much to 
the amazement of my friends and family it was 
truly a memorable experience. We identified 
49 different species in and around Saskatoon. 
I am proud to say I identified one – a Robin. 
The rest were skillfully identified by their ap-
pearance, social behaviour and their songs. I 
said to Frank and Doug that I needed a Jewish 
connection to this new experience if I was to 
refer to it in my summer editorial. Suffice it 

continued on page 12
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Divrei Harav – Rabbi Claudio’s Message
President Rivlin: Shame On You

by Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky

continued on page 13
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Person to Person
by Marsha Scharfstein, President, CAI
“I believe that one of the most important things to learn in life is that you can make a difference in your 
community no matter who you are or where you live.”    - Rosalynn Carter

Grant and I attended a Bar Mitzvah in 
Winnipeg last weekend. It was the grandson 
of Grant’s cousin…the connection gets fur-
ther and further away the older we get!! We 
had a great time and reconnected with many 
family members that we don’t get a chance 
to see…except at events like this…or not so 
happy events. 

The event was held at the Canadian Mu-
seum of Human Rights… which was a little 
different for me. I am used to Bar or Bat 
Mitzvahs being in the sanctuary…of whatever 
synagogue the family belongs to…tradition…
in whatever form… This Bar Mitzvah was not 
traditional in my mind. The Bimah was in fact 
a stage. The choir sat to the side of the Bimah. 
We were all sitting at the tables we would 

occupy for the dinner to follow. Then the 
young man stood up and started chanting… 
and all differences fell away. He talked about 
how his Parshah related to Human Rights and 
how appropriate it was that we were in this 
building. He reminded me that the shape of 
Judaism, the outside look of it, is not what is 
so important…what matters is how you live 
it, how you take the pieces that are important 
in your life and use them in your daily tasks.  

The lessons of Human Rights that are 
displayed so vividly and powerfully at the 
museum are a good example of this.  We can 
walk through it and read the displays and think 
“How terrible” and go about our day. Or we 
can choose to see the inherent dignity in all 
people (and everything else that was created) 

and decide we want 
to live a life based on 
that…or from a Jewish 
perspective, honour 
God’s creations.  Powerful things to think 
about, to be sure.

I will encourage everyone I see to make a 
trip to the Human Rights Museum in Win-
nipeg. Right on our doorstep, we have a life 
changing experience just waiting for us. I 
would suggest that you give yourself much 
more than the two hours that we had. For 
me, it was just enough to know that I want 
another day there.

Have a wonderful summer. 

Editor-in-Chief ..................... Steven Goluboff
Youth Editor ..................... Mayah Holtslander
Advertising Manager .....................Ron Gitlin
Circulation Manager ................Myla Deptuch
Layout & Graphic Design .......... Janet Eklund  
Proof Reading ........................Bruce Cameron
Cost of this issue with mailing ..............$1200
Advertisements ................................$30/issue
Page Sponsorship ....... $25/issue or $130/year
Issues Published ........................................150

Issues/Year ....................................................6
If you are happy with the Bulletin and enjoy read-
ing it, please consider sponsoring a page ($25/
issue or $130/year). Contact Steven Goluboff or 
Ron Gitlin.

E-Mail Address: s.goluboff@shaw.ca, 
jewishcommunity@sasktel.net, 

jteklund@shaw.ca 
website: http://agudasisrael.org
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I write this article 
with lots of pain. I 
love Israel and it hurts 
me so much when its 

leadership cares more about their political 
interests than the wellbeing and unity of the 
Jewish people. As a Rabbi I don’t like to be 
the carrier of bad news but I know if we want 
a change it is necessary to be informed. 

The bad news is about Reuven Rivlin, the 
president of Israel. We should have known this 
was going to happen again, after all in the late 
80’s Rivlin said the following about Reform 
Judaism: “This is idol worship… Until now 
I thought Reform was a stream of Judaism, 
but after visiting two of their Synagogues I 
am convinced that this is a completely new 
religion without any connection to Judaism”. 
When Rivlin first ran for the Presidency in 
2007, he was asked whether as a president 
he would refer to Reform rabbis by their title. 
He declined to answer. And last year, when 
he sought the presidency for the second time 
and was asked the same question, he changed 
his strategy and answered the following: “I 
respect any person chosen to lead his or her 
community, and God forbid I invalidate him 
because he is from one stream or another”. 
Some were naïve enough to think he had 

changed and as the new Israeli president 
he would represent all Israeli religious de-
nominations. They were wrong: Rivlin didn’t 
change. He was just acting like an average 
politician. This time it’s not about Reform 
but Masorti Judaism (the Israeli name for the 
Conservative Movement) and the victims of 
his intolerance were nine autistic kids who 
wanted to have a Bar Mitzvah ceremony.

According to the interpretation of Jewish 
Law by the orthodox Rabbinate, Jews with 
some disabilities are not allowed to perform 
the commandments, including receiving an 
Aliya or reading from the Torah, therefore 
they cannot have a Bar Mitzvah ceremony 
the same way others do. The Masorti Move-
ment, on the other hand, has stressed long ago 
that Jewish Law allows the inclusion of Jews 

with physical and developmental challenges 
and considers inclusiveness as a Mitzvah for 
every Jewish community. For that reason, 
it has developed since twenty years ago a 
Bar Mitzvah program for children in Israeli 
public schools where they study from six to 
nine months and then have a ceremony at one 
Masorti Synagogue. Currently there are three 
hundred children a year who are participating 
in forty special education schools in Israel. 
This has been a huge success, contributing 
to the self-esteem and the religious identity 
of these children otherwise excluded from 
Jewish religious life.

However this year, for the first time in 
twenty years, politics got involved and a Bar 
Mitzvah ceremony in Rehovot was cancelled 
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“In the Jewish tra-
dition, all human be-
ings – regardless of 
their faith, traditions, 

or background – are created equally in the 
divine image, and dignity is therefore our 
universal birthright,” said Jonathan Freedman 
to a crowd at the closing event of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission (TRC) in Ottawa 
on June 2nd. “Sadly, in Canada’s own history, 
our First Nations were denied this dignity for 
far too long.”

Indeed, Freedman, who serves as a member 
of the community relations committee at the 
Jewish Federation of Ottawa, was reflecting 
the deep sense of connection Canadian Jewry 
has with our First Nations. As the advocacy 
agent of Canada’s Jewish Federations, CIJA 
has long been involved in supporting our 
Aboriginal friends and fostering a strong, 
mutually edifying relationship between our 
communities. 

Working with Federations across Canada, 
we have facilitated First Nations youth leader-
ship missions to Israel and provided advocacy 
training to our Aboriginal partners. We have 

CIJA Calls for Strengthened Jewish-
Aboriginal Relations

by Shimon Koffler Fogel is CEO of the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA)

increased mutual understanding, particularly 
regarding our respective histories of suffer-
ing, through impactful Jewish-Aboriginal 
dialogue groups. We continue to engage on 
various policy files at the level of activists 
and community professionals, on organizing 
councils and on steering committees. Among 
the grassroots, countless synagogues and 
Jewish non-profits, such as Ve’ahavta, are 
actively supporting Aboriginal education and 
health care. 

This month’s conclusion of the TRC’s vital 
work in acknowledging the impact and con-
sequences of the Residential Schools experi-
ence has only reaffirmed the importance of 
this work. In partnership with Ve’ahavta, and 
with support from the Canadian Council for 
Reform Judaism, Reform Rabbis of Greater 
Toronto, the Canadian Rabbinic Caucus, and 
the Toronto Board of Rabbis, CIJA signed a 
statement of Solidarity and Action in response 
to the release of the TRC’s report. We further 
joined the historic Walk for Reconciliation, 
mobilizing a contingent of Jewish community 
members in a visible demonstration of our 
commitment to the healing and empowerment 

of Canada’s First Nations. 
The statement, which may be viewed 

online at www.statementofsolidarity.com, is 
fueled by a call to action for Jewish commu-
nity members and organizations to engage in 
meaningful dialogue and collaborative efforts 
with Aboriginal communities across Canada. 
Our hope is that, pursuant to the spirit of the 
TRC, it will foster a greater understanding 
of the experiences of Canada’s indigenous 
peoples among the Jewish community and 
broader Canadian society.

While we have only begun to process 
the painful findings of the TRC’s report on 
Canada’s past treatment of our First Nations, 
the appropriate response is clear. Just as we 
must ensure the accuracy of the historic record 
of Aboriginal suffering, we must do more 
today to support our Aboriginal neighbours 
as they work to build a positive future for 
their children. In so doing, we will ultimately 
be ensuring that our belief in the universal 
dignity of every human being – a core tenet 
of our faith and a quintessential Canadian 
value – is put into action.

We venerated her in life, and now, again, in 
our grief at her passing away.  Ruthie was a 
treasure to her family-of-origin:  a gift-from-
God, a kid-sister-extraordinaire to her six 
older siblings, the eldest of whom was almost 
20 years older.  

Ruthie was a true kindred-spirit to many, 
to both family and friend.  She was ‘fully-
alive-this-day’, a student of life, so patient 
and sweet, and so funny!, but, especially, a 
Wise Woman.  She was a great communicator, 
straight from the heart, with a knowing twin-
kle in her eye.  Who will ever forget Ruthie’s 
irrepressible smile?  That look – I saw it in 
her sisters Evelyn, and Elsie, in Pearlie and 
even in brothers Morris, Joe and Max, but it 
seemed especially clear and unconditional in 
Ruthie.  That subtly-raised eyebrow was the 
giveaway. For this is The Story of Ruth.

It is the noted Cree artist Allen Sapp whose 
name means “He who perceives/sees through” 
and whose life was tied to the Gonors.  Ruthie, 
too, was blessed with perspicacity.  She could 
see far, as was evident in her recognition 
of, and love for, the restless genius of Allan 
Gonor (Z”L),  for her sons Saul, David (Z”L) 

Ruthie Gonor:  “A Heart of Wisdom, A Woman-of-Valor”
from a Eulogy by David Brook

and her daughter Lisa, as well as for Allen 
Sapp’s hidden gift - for painting, and finding 
his true voice and the healing therein.   Allan 
Gonor introduced her as “My Best Friend 
Ruthie”.  Her ability to create ease in a house 
overflowing – with ideas, with study, with 
love, with activity, with stacks of books, with 
talk, and with food, and drink, and art – what 
art! - and books (more books) and music 
and kids and tapes and film and Klieg lights 
and films and telephones and filing-cabinets 
and household supplies-in-bulk and light 
and Lily, and Prince and Jigger and bikes 
and stuff-for-the-cottage and everything and 
everybody in between – was a wonderment.   
Ruthie could, pretty much, on any occasion, 
lighten, soften, solemnize charm, magnify, 
and sanctify non-particularistically.  When 
she was recognized publicly for many things, 
there was no change in Ruthie.  She greeted 
everyone and everything, new and old, good 
and bad, with authenticity, equanimity and 
steadfastness.  But mostly it was with true 
delight and warmth.  Ruthie taught us to love 
each other – unconditionally.  

Ruthie was Enlightened.  Enlightened 

people laugh a lot.  Ruthie’s laugh emanated 
from the beyond/the before – you could im-
mediately recognize the timeless beauty in 
it, the familiarity, and the ease.    Not that 
hers was an easy journey.  But in her inimi-
table way, Ruthie overcame challenges and 
crises in the same way she spoke to us – in a 
measured mindful way.  Her generosity – of 
spirit, in sharing her home with so many – her 
acceptance of The Other – was something to 
wonder at.   She was slow to judge.  She was 
a great listener – open to The Other, where 
she seemed to find the ‘still small voice’.  She 
would lead with her heart, with a warmth that 
was irresistible.  We are reminded by Rashi 
that we sing ‘Ayshet Cha’il’ (from the Mishna) 
as an allegory for our relationship to Torah, 
what binds us to The Creator, enfolding us 
in the promise of enlightenment and at-one-
ment/yichud.   Being less-enlightened, I tend 
to sing or read the prayer quite literally, maybe  
because I grew up around so many  bona-fide 
Nashim Ha-il – Aunties:  Ruthie, Evelyn, 
Miriam, Effie, Pearlie, Elsie;  Mom, Cousins 
Wendy, Judy, Karen Beer, Shelley, Allie, 

continued on page 14
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HADASSAH CARDS 
To Saul Gonor remembering Ruth 
from  Linda and Arnie Shaw, and 

Jennifer and Jeff Hesselson.

Everything Old is New Again
by Daniel Stern, Campaign Director and Director of Regional Community Services, 
Jewish Federations Canada – UIA

Hello, Congregation 
Agudas Israel.  And 
goodbye.

At the end of July 
I will be  leaving my position as Regional 
Development Director with JFC-UIA.  Af-
ter five terrific years of working across the 
country with communities like Saskatoon, my 
geographical footprint will shrink as I take on 
a new challenge as Toronto Director of The 
Jerusalem Foundation.  Like JFC-UIA, the 
Jerusalem Foundation has a significant impact 
on Israeli society, although the foundation has 
a specific mandate, focusing on community, 
culture and coexistence in the Eternal City.

While my initial efforts will be in Toronto, 
I hope to expand the foundation’s presence 
in other communities. I expect to be visiting 
the prairies of Saskatchewan sometime in 
the future.  

In terms of the title of this article, Perry 
Romberg, my predecessor, is also my suc-
cessor.  He will apply his considerable talents 
and spirit for community development in 
managing the UJA campaign and regional 
community activities.  Perry has stewarded the 
raising of well over $10,000,000 in his work 
with regional communities, he will bring this 
expertise with him to your community.

Perry literally taught me everything I know 
as a Jewish professional in Canada, especially 
with regards to small communities across the 
country.  My education was enhanced by what 
each of you - as active donors and community 
members - taught me, namely that there is 
vibrant Jewish life in so many communities 
throughout the nation. , You don’t need to 
have a Jewish population of 10,000+ to have 
a vibrant and meaningful Jewish community.

During my tenure, the Saskatoon commu-

TIKKUN OLAM:
We are happy to announce that the Tikkun Olam committee has begun planning 

our activities for the year! Stay tuned for our first two events! 
1. Nosh & Chat: “What is Tikkun Olam and who is doing it?” We will start with a lovely lunch and discussion to learn about all the 
Tikkun Olam work done right here by members of our community! This will be a great opportunity to hear about what people are doing 

in our community, and to discuss what Tikkun Olam interests our community has! The tentative date for this event is August 22nd, 
2015 (official date TBA).

2. High Holiday Community Building: Fellowship for Reconciliation and Peace (FRAP) and the Tikkun Olam committee are proposing 
a joint celebration for the Jewish high holidays and the Muslim holidays of Eid (the breaking of the fast at the end of Ramadan) in 

September. It will be a very interesting event and an amazing opportunity to learn new things and to meet new people!

If you would like to know more about the committee, please join our Facebook page: Congregation Agudas Social Justice Committee. If 
you have any questions or ideas, please contact JoAnn Jaffe or Willow Allen, Laurie & Itai - Israeli Shlichim.

nity has grown and changed. It has responded 
to the modern challenges by raising more 
money for local institutions, Israel and the 
Jewish collective.   Nothing would make me 
happier than to learn from Steven that the 
2015 campaign topped that of 2014.

But it is very important to note that ‘cam-
paign’ is not just about the money. It’s also 
about participation.  One strengthens and 
relies on the other - as greater support from 
more donors  deepens Jewish engagement and 
demonstrates an authentic commitment by the 
community to ensure a meaningful Jewish 
life for current and future residents. You can’t 
have one without the other.  

My best wishes to the Congregation Agudas 
Israel and the Saskatoon community for a 
summer filled with good health and happiness.

Barristers, Solicitors and Mediators
RANDY KATZMAN

B.Comm., LL.B.

(306) 653-5000
Fax: (306) 652-4171

5th Floor, Atrium Place, #510, 128 - 4th Avenue S., 
Saskatoon, S7K 1M8

CUELENAERE, KENDALL
KATZMAN

         RICHARDS&
Quality Memorials approved 

for Agudas Cemetery
210B - 33rd Street East
Saskatoon, SK  S7K 0S3

306-652-5363
www.remco-memorials.ca
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Accounting & Auditing Financial Planning
Estate Planning Mergers & Acquisitions
Management Consulting Income Tax Returns
Business Valuations Corporate Tax Returns

 Saskatoon Regina
 Tel: (306) 653-6100 Tel: (306) 522-6500

Website www.virtusgroup.ca

This page is sponsored by Naomi Rose and Stan Sinai of Toronto.
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A Year Coming To An End
by Itai Bar and Lori Goldstein
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This is it, almost a 
whole year flew by 
and it’s already time to 
say goodbye. There is 
a famous Israeli song, 
performed by Mashi-
na, one of the most 
popular rock bands 

from the 90’s, which translates to something 
like this: “See you later, Shalom, it’s not 
over, it’s just the end”. This is actually a very 
simple and honest attempt of translating our 
feelings into words. There is no way someone 
can experience a year like we had, filled with 
events and experiences, and just cut it at the 
end and move on as if life flows in only one 
direction. There is a huge process of reflec-
tion which needs to be done. Following that, 
we believe that this year was only the begin-
ning in many ways. It 
was the beginning of 
beautiful friendships, 
relationships and 
bonds, all of which 
we will take with us 
onwards. It was also 
our introduction to 
North America, to 
its culture, its peo-
ple and habits, tradi-
tions, local history, 
and all were mind opening experiences. We 
also obviously learned a lot about ourselves, 
as individuals, as a couple and as educators. 
Throughout the year we ran into new chal-
lenges and obstacles which we never met 
before. Those hard moments helped us design 
our future aspirations, our wishes and dreams. 
One specific thing we learned was how hard 
it is to stand in the front lines of educating 
the next generations. It doesn’t matter which 
type of education one is trying to provide, it is 
simply a difficult task, especially because the 
message we were trying to send was a combi-

nation of numerous elements. You see, when 
we stood in front of the Hebrew school kids 
twice a week or in front of a group of adults 
it didn’t matter. In both cases we felt that the 
responsibility was lying on our shoulders, 
forcing us to think of every word more than 
once. This type of cautious behavior doesn’t 
stem from fear of saying the wrong words, 
rather the complexity of the message we were 
trying to convey. That indescribable message 
was used as a compass. What is that message 
is probably the question that comes into the 
reader’s mind, and to be completely honest, 
we are not sure that we can articulate this mes-
sage and fold it in to this piece. We do know 
that we didn’t want to present the same kind 
of message past Shlichim had already given. 
We recognized that the Shlichim program is 
in its 15th year, and when you stop and think 

about this number you realize what a mean-
ingful period of time it is. Back to our main 
concern for this year, which was to try and 
bring new ideas to the table and shuffle the 
cards a little. Those ideas had to be different, 
controversial, and provocative at times. You 
must understand that the Shlichim’s work 
is only getting harder throughout the years, 
mainly because a lot of these ideas were 
already presented to the community in one 
way or another and no one wants to sound 
like a broken record, especially when they feel 
that they are representing something so much 

wider than just themselves. Essentially this is 
the feeling which escorts the Shlichim in their 
work. We feel that we are part of something 
bigger, wider and yet, physically small. Israel 
is not an empire in size or population. It has a 
lot to offer to the world but unfortunately the 
things that usually make Israel famous (such 
as in the media) do not always complement 
its supporters. This issue can be named the 
second major challenge Shlichim experi-
ence during their mission. Representing that 
‘bigger thing’ while knowing it well and not 
identifying with a considerable part of it is a 
daily struggle. That is why you might have felt 
that you are encountering ‘new’ information 
about Israel. What we tried to do is to portray 
the widest picture possible, in order for you to 
be able to see at least a bit of the complexity 
which is abundant in that country we all love. 

What does it mean to love a country? 
This is not a simple question nor is the 
answer to it. A country cannot be hugged 
or kissed, and we can’t buy her presents 
or show any kind of affection. So what is 
left for us to do? One thing we can do is 
talk about ‘her’, as if “she” was a person, 
talk about the things we like and dislike 
about her, about her beautiful sides and 
the not so beautiful ones. This is how 
we can respect her and always keep her 
in our mind. “She” will always respond 

in one way or another and will let us know 
what “She” thinks about us too. After all, she 
loves us back.

Love is also the motor of the Shlichim pro-
gram; it is also the biggest gift we got from 
you Saskatoonians, we really want to thank 
you all for making us feel loved, for allowing 
us to show you how much we love our coun-
try, for giving us the chance to make you part 
of this relationship. We will be waiting for you 
across the seas to show you once again, how 
love can fix the world. Shalom Saskatoon, we 
will see you later 

There is no way someone can 
experience a year like we had, filled 
with events and experiences, and just 
cut it at the end and move on as if life 
flows in only one direction.
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From The Moral and Spiritual Values of Judaism:
Bar/Bat Mitsvah

 by Rabbi Roger V. Pavey (z”l)
The following is 

another essay from  
Moral and Spiritual 
Values, the unpub-
lished work of the 
same title by the late 
Rabbi Roger Pavey.

continued on page 13

At the age of 13 years and 1 day, accord-
ing to the Hebrew calendar, a Jewish boy 
becomes responsible for himself and his own 
actions.  He becomes an adult.  The Talmud 
says, “Five is the age to study the Bible, ten to 
study Mishnah; thirteen is the time to accept 
responsibility for carrying out religious com-
mandments; fifteen to study Talmud; eighteen 
is the age for marriage; twenty for finding a 
job; at thirty, one is at one’s peak in life; forty 
is the age for beginning to understand things; 
at fifty, one is  qualified to give advice; at sixty, 
one becomes a senior; at seventy, the faculties 
start to go; at eighty comes  debility ninety is 
the time for decrepitude, and at one hundred 
one is completely senile.  The term “debility” 
actually reads literally as “strength”.  This is a 
euphemism based on Psalm 90, the Rabbinic 
tradition being very fond of euphemisms, 
such as sage nehora, literally “full of light”, 
meaning “blind”, or bet hayim, “place of life” 
for cemetery.  “Decrepitude” could possibly 
be read as “meditation”, or by a pun from 
Ugaritic, possibly “flowing stream”.

There are halakhic complications about de-
termining adult status for the purposes of, say, 
being a legal witness.  It has become the norm 
to take the age of thirteen as that for the as-
sumption of adult responsibility in a religious 
and moral sense.  During the later Middle 
Ages the custom developed of marking the 
arrival at this stage of transition from child to 
adult by calling the boy to the reading of the 
Torah on the first  occasion after his attaining 
the requisite age when the Torah was read in 

the public service in the  Synagogue.  This de-
clared his new status to the whole community 
and became the occasion of much celebration 
both for the boy and his family and also for 
the community, in which he now counted as 
a full adult member.  This could happen on a 
Monday or Thursday morning or a Shabbat 
afternoon, but came to be normally during the 
Shabbat morning service.  The boy’s father 
declared the transference of this responsibility 
from himself to his son by reciting in public 
a special berakhah following the boy’s par-
ticipation in the reading from Torah, “Praised 
are You, Eternal our God, Ruler of space and 
time, Who has relieved me of responsibility 
for this one.”

The status of being Bar Mitsvah is merely 
a function of age and remains so.  It does not 
require the public ceremony, which is only 
an announcement of the attainment of status.  
Once a Jewish boy reaches the age of thirteen 
years and one day, he is a Bar Mitsvah, regard-
less of what happens in the Synagogue, with 
or without a public celebration and party.  A 
Jewish girl reaches that status of adulthood at 
the age of twelve years and one day, according 
to the Hebrew calendar.  Her attainment of 
status was not the cause of family and com-
munal celebration until the twentieth century.  
In 1921, Mordechai Kaplan created the cer-
emony of Bat Mitsvah for his daughter Judith 
and so began the process of girls achieving 
equality of status with boys, at least in the 
non-Orthodox world.  It is important to stress, 
therefore, that there is no such thing as being 
Bar Mitsvahed.  No one, parents, Rabbi, even 
child, can Bar Mitsvah a boy.  A boy becomes 
Bar Mitsvah (and is not MADE Bar Mitsvah) 
merely by living to his thirteenth birthday plus 
one day.  The same applies to a Bat Mitsvah 
girl.  Any Jew over the specified age is an 
adult, responsible for his or her religious life

Some modern Orthodox congregations 
have devised a sort of analogue to the Bat 
Mitsvah ceremony for their girls.  She may not 
of course read from the Torah during public 
worship or lead the community prayer.  She 
may be allowed to read an English prayer or 
the reading from the Prophets in English on a 
Friday evening or Sunday, though not always 
from the pulpit.  How long Orthodox Judaism 
can resist the pressures for gender equality 
will be interesting to see.  In non-Orthodox 
congregations, a Bat Mitsvah ceremony is ex-
actly the same as a Bat Mitsvah, requiring the 
young person to chant from the Torah portion 
and also the Haftarah, and often to lead part 
of the service and to give an address.

The age for Bar Mitsvah is clearly stated in 
the sources.  Many non-Orthodox Jews have 
amended the traditional age for a girl’s arrival 
at adult status so as to make a complete par-
allel between male and female and therefore 
celebrate Bat Mitsvah at thirteen.  However, 
the sources make it clear that a girl is to be 
regarded as reaching adulthood a year earlier.  
The Rabbis were well aware that girls mature 
earlier than boys, both mentally and physi-
cally.  Girls may not have reached menarche 
at twelve in Rabbinic times, though many 
probably did, but the Rabbis assumed that they 
were more capable intellectually and physi-
cally than their male contemporaries.  Twelve 
is the age, halakhically, when a girl may be be-
trothed without her consent (she is still a child, 
because her consent is not required, but also 
an adult in that she is assumed to capable of 
sex).  After thirteen, her consent for betrothal 
is clearly required.  This intermediate status 
between twelve and thirteen, between child 
and adult, is called “bogeret”.

Judaism stresses above everything the idea 
of personal responsibility.  There can be no 

This Page is sponsored by Toby Rose, Les Klein, Jonathon, Solomon and Benjamin of Toronto
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This year’s week long Holocaust education 
program was filled with moving opportuni-
ties for our community, Saskatoon students, 
and the general Saskatoon public to learn 
and remember about the Holocaust.  We 
had three survivors join us over a week long 
period:  Sally Wasserman and, Rachel and 
Adam Schtibel.  Rachel and Adam came to us 
through the Azriela Foundation whose wealth 
of Holocaust memories is sure to become a 
part of our future educational efforts.

For the first time this year, we held a night 
for our own Jewish community to come be 

YOM HASHOAH 2015
 By Heather Fenyes

part of a guided discussion with Sally Was-
serman.  This intimate and warm atmosphere 
created a poignant, meaningful opportunity 
for conversations and learning.  Sally also 
spent time with the senior Hebrew School 
class and created life long memories for these 
young people.  

Our March for Change was a great suc-
cess, as were each of the three other student 
sessions.  Overall, 2000 Saskatoon and area 
students heard from our various guests.

As always, the Holocaust Memorial service 
is a highlight of our efforts, and again we were 

speaks volumes about who my parents are; the 
heart and soul they have committed to their 
Judaism and this community.  

My Mom and Dad never saw living in 
Saskatoon and raising  proud strong Jewish 
children as a compromise or a challenge; in 
fact they knew it was a gift, and an oppor-
tunity.   We grew up in a home resplendent 
with Jewish traditions, smells and values.  We 
understood before we could read or write that 
being Jewish and caring for the survival and 
vibrancy of Congregation Agudas Israel was 
our privilege and our responsibility.  

Our house was filled with the scent of Shab-
bat preparation every Friday and that lingering 
delicious memory is alive in the homes of all 
of their children and grandchildren as we all 
make space for our own kind of Shabbat.  I 
learned to love Shabbat services because I 
came with my parents on Friday or Saturday 
my whole life.  Now, every Shabbat morn-
ing I hear my Dad’s high pitched, distinctive 
harmony in my ear; even when he’s in Florida. 

The echo of my Dad’s voice is the same 
kind of tap I feel every time I’m called to the 
Torah for an Aliyah as I recall my Mom argu-
ing for my right to do so.  I had the first Shab-

bat morning Bat mitzvah in Saskatoon and my 
sister was the first girl to read from the Torah 
on Shabbat morning at her bat mitzvah. My 
Mother wanted her daughters to have the same 
opportunities as her sons and worked within 
the parameters of the United Synagogue to be 
part of some major and profound changes to 
our community.  

Our parents raised us with their words 
and more importantly by their deeds.  They 
demonstrated their values and commitments 
with actions and reminded us over and over 
that “doing” is the Jewish way.   They showed 
us how to be leaders through their leadership 
roles in every aspect of community life.  They 
demonstrated our responsibility to be counted; 
counted in a community decision, a vote or 
a minyan.  They lived the values of tzedakah 
and have been generous beyond belief to the 
sustenance and survival of this community.  
It’s one thing to be able to give; it’s another 
to do so with such loving open arms.  We 
were taught about listening and learning, 
compromise and conversations as we passed 
through so many evolutions of our Congrega-
tion Agudas Israel life. 

Our parents inspired us to love Israel.  I 

am proud that they have allowed our un-
compromising, unconditional love to also be 
critical and complex.  Our Israel debates are 
lively and respectful.  This in and of itself is 
another profound lesson they have given that 
has spread alabyrinth in and around our lives 
in so many intangible and tangible ways.

Our parents didn’t carry this synagogue on 
their backs as the young superhero Kevin re-
members.  But, they have taught and continue 
to teach us that we, the community, share a 
profound collective responsibility to shoulder 
the load together.

I pray that all of our children:  Paula and 
Yehosuah’s, Pam and Yakov’s , Leslie’s and 
mine, and hopefully one day Kevin’s…  will 
live lives that reflect the values, lessons and 
principals our parents hold and live so dearly.  
I am proud as Past President to be part of 
presenting them with a lifetime of giving rec-
ognition for all they have done and continue 
to do.  But much more importantly, I speak for 
all of your children, grandchildren and great 
granddaughter, who are so proud and blessed 
by the inspiration by which you have defined 
each of our lives.  

A Tribute to My Parents... from cover

privileged to have hundreds from our local 
Jewish and non-Jewish community who came 
to listen, respect and remember.

Thank you so much to our strong, hard 
working committee who year after year create 
a week of programming that is an exceptional 
reflection on Congregation Agudas Israel.  
Thank you to co-chairs Ron and Jan Gitlin,  
Rabbi Claudio, June and Ari Avivi, Simonne 
Horwitz, Seth Shacter, Sherry King, and Ve-
ronica Valenzeula.
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Biography of the Month: Jerome “Jerry” Seinfeld
by Stan Schroeder

Editor’s Note: Stan Schroeder is the Editor 
of  Congregation Shir Ami’s “Shir Notes” in 
Los Angeles which also won a Gold Medal 
for “Bulletins.” He writes biographies of 
famous Jews and has offered to share them 
with us. This article was first published in 
the Shir Notes. Steven Goluboff and Stan 
met each other in Jerusalem to discuss their 
community Bulletins.
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C H A R T E R E D   A C C O U N T A NTS

J e r o m e 
“Jerry” Sein-
feld was born 
April 29, 1954 
in Brooklyn. 
H i s  f a t h e r , 
Kálmán was 
of Hungarian-
Jewish back-
ground and his 
mother, Betty, 
is of Syrian-
J e w i s h  d e -
scent. He grew 

up in Massapequa, Long Island. The Seinfelds 
were considered to be the poorest family in the 
neighborhood Kal had a sign-making business 
(called “Signfeld Signs”) and Betty 
sewed to bring in extra money. The 
family was observant and Jerry had a 
bar mitzvah. At the age of 16 he spent 
a short time volunteering in Kibbutz 
Sa’ar in Israel. He went to SUNY Os-
wego, and after his sophomore year he 
transferred and graduated from Queens 
College, City University of New York. 
During his time in college, he was an 
amateur wrestler who called himself 
“The Jewish Terror.” 

He developed an interest in stand-
up comedy after brief stints in college 
productions. Right after graduation 
from Queens College, he tried out at an open 
mike night at New York City’s Catch a Ris-
ing Star in 1976. Soon after, he appeared in 
a Rodney Dangerfield HBO special. When 
he first started doing stand-up comedy, his 
mother and sister said he would never be as 
funny as his father. Seinfeld had a small re-
curring role as “Frankie”, a mail delivery boy 
who had comedy routines that no one wanted 
to hear, on the Benson sitcom in 1979 but he 
was abruptly fired from the show.

In May 1981, Seinfeld made a highly suc-
cessful appearance on The Tonight Show 
starring Johnny Carson. He then became 
a regular on similar shows, including Late 
Night with David Letterman and The Merv 
Griffin Show. He was known for his incred-
ibly dedicated and devoted work ethic; it is 
said that he traveled in an intense snowstorm 
to a comedy club just to find it empty. He was 
ranked #12 in Comedy Central’s 100 Greatest 
Stand-ups of All Time.

Seinfeld created The Seinfeld Chronicles 
with Larry David in 1989 for NBC. The show 
was renamed Seinfeld to avoid confusion 
with the short-lived teen sitcom The Marshall 
Chronicles and, by its fourth season, had be-
come the most popular and successful sitcom 
on American television. The show left the air 
in 1998; as of 2008, it is still receiving heavy 
airplay in syndication. On the show, Seinfeld 
played a caricature of himself. He has said that 
his show was inspired by the 1950s sitcom The 
Abbott and Costello Show. 

In the late 1990s Apple Computer came 
up with an advertising slogan called “Think 
different” and produced a 60-second com-
mercial to promote the slogan which showed 
people who were able to “think differently”, 

like Albert Einstein, Mahatma Gandhi, Martin 
Luther King and many others. This commer-
cial was later cut to thirty seconds and ended 
up paying tribute to Jerry Seinfeld. It aired 
only once, during the series finale of Seinfeld.

Although Jerry considers himself a secular 
Jew, it was important to him to marry a Jewish 
woman. He had several relationships before 
marrying Jessica Sklar in 1999. Jessica had 
recently married and divorced Eric Nedlander. 
The couple have three children: Sascha,  Ju-
lian, and Shepherd. They live in Manhattan. 
Jerry moved from Los Angeles after making 
the last Seinfield sitcom.

After his sitcom ended, Seinfeld returned 
to stand-up comedy instead of pursuing a 
film career as most other popular comedians 
have done. In 1998, Seinfeld went on tour 
and recorded a comedy special entitled I’m 
Telling You for the Last Time. The process of 
developing and performing new material at 
clubs around the world was chronicled in a 

2002 documentary, Comedian, which focused 
also on fellow comic Orny Adams. He has 
written a few books, mostly archives of past 
routines.

In 2007, 
S e i n f e l d 
c o - p r o -
duced, co-
wrote and 
starred as 
Barry  B. 
Benson in 
the animated film Bee Movie. Jerry made a 
recent trip to Israel to promote the movie, 
meeting with Prime Minister Olmert and 
President Peres. On February 24, 2008, 
Seinfeld appeared as the voice of his Bee 

Movie animated character Barry, at the 
80th Academy Awards as the presenter 
for “Best Animated Short”. Before an-
nouncing the nominees, he showed a 
montage of film clips featuring bees, 
claiming that they were some of his 
early work (as Barry).

Seinfeld supports the Andre Agassi 
Charitable Foundation and Autism 
Speaks. He is an avid automobile en-
thusiast and collector, and is rumored 
to own one of the largest Porsche col-
lections in the world.  He is also an 
enthusiastic New York Mets fan.
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The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:As my father 

planted for 

me before I 

was born,

So do I plant 

for those who 

will come 

after me.
from the Talmud

Your contribution, 
sent to: 

Saskatoon Jewish 
Foundation 

Congregation Agudas 
Israel, 

715 McKinnon Avenue, 
Saskatoon S7H 2G2 will 

be gratefully received 
and faithfully applied.
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Susanne Kaplan In memory of David Kaplan Dr. Harold & Pat Laimon
Susanne Kaplan In memory of David Kaplan Joe & Karen Dawson & Family 
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 Saskatchewan Order of Merit Steven & Leila Goluboff
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Susanne Kaplan & Family In memory of your husband and 
 father, David Kaplan Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Abe Gertler In memory of your wife, Naomi Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Lou Perlmutter In honour of your “special” birthday Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Jack Gorenstein In honour of your “special” birthday Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Carol Smokler In memory of your stepmother, 
 Eileen Shalita Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Nikki Gitlin Happy Birthday Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
 In memory of Marion Vickar Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
 In memory of Tillie Scharfstein Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Elaine & Sherwood Sharfe    Mazel Tov on receiving the B’nai 
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Psalm 92 - The Psalm for Shabbat
by Dale Sands
According to the 

sources this is third of 
11 mizmorim that were 
composed by Moses 
and transferred to Te-
hilim by David. It was 
sung by the Priests in 
the Beit HaMikdash on 

the 7th day, Shabbat. 
Since we are so busy with every day strug-

gles during the week this Mizmor gives us the 
chance to reflect on the things that hinder our 
emunah and bitachon with God.

The Mizmor is intended to focus us on the 
injustice we see every day and ponder why it 
seems the wicked prosper while the righteous 
suffer. Apparently we can come up with the 
answers but Divine inspiration is available 
more readily on Shabbat.

To get ready for the challenge of the Miz-
mor we are guided to reestablish our emunah 
(faith) and gratitude in Hashem.

VS 1. A Song for Shabbat
VS 2. It is good to acclaim the Lord, to sing 

your praise, exalted God,
VS 3. to proclaim Your love each morning, 

to tell of your faithfulness each night
VS 4. To the music of the lute and bagpipe 

with the melody of the harp.
VS 5. Your works, O Lord, make me glad; 

I sing with joy of your creation.
VS 6. How vast Your works, O Lord. Your 

designs are beyond our grasp.
In this section we are guided to understand-

ing the seeming unearned success and pros-
perity of some that don’t deserve it. We are 
reminded that Hashem’s position as Creator 
and Provider is eternal and he will balance the 
scales of justice.

VS. 7 The thoughtless cannot comprehend, 
the foolish cannot fathom this:

VS 8. The wicked may flourish, the may 
spring up like grass, their doom is forever 
sealed.

VS. 9 For you are supreme forever.
VS 10. Your enemies, Lord, Your enemies 

shall perish; all the wicked will disintegrate.
Again we are assured the righteous will 

survive.
 VS 11.But you have greatly exalted me; I 

am anointed as with fragrant oil.
VS 12. I have seen the downfall of my foes; 

I have heard the doom of my attackers.
The last section reaffirms that the righteous 

will survive and flourish like long living trees. 
The eternal justice of Hashem is emphatically 
declared.

VS 13. The righteous shall flourish like 
the palm tree; they shall thrive like a cedar 
of Lebanon.

VS 14. Planted in the house of the Lord, 
they shall flourish in the courts of our God.

VS 15. They shall bear fruit even in old age; 
they shall be ever fresh and fragrant.

VS 16. They shall proclaim: The Lord is 
just. He is my rock, in whom there is no flaw.

It has been a pleasure doing this series. I am 
going to take a break for a while.

Editor’s Note: Dale is a member of CAI and is 
a faithful supporter of all CAI events including 
Shabbat morning services.
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province. Saskatchewan and Israel share 
so much in common, and it’s not just an 
abundance of potash. Our mutual expertise 
in agriculture, clean tech, minerals, entrepre-
neurship and energy has made us the most 
natural of partners. 

Through an agreement between the Can-
ada-Israel Industrial Research Development 
Foundation (CIIRDF) and Innovation Sas-
katchewan, which was announced in October 
2014 and known as the Saskatchewan-Israel 
R&D Collabora-
tion Program, we 
are already well on 
our way to creat-
ing several joint 
projects and open-
ing new areas of 
co-operation. This 
partnership will not 
only have a positive 
impact on both our 
economies, but it 
will make our com-
panies more competitive in the global arena 
as they leverage connections with important 
markets such as India, China and Brazil.

Saskatchewan holds a dear place in my 
heart. Since I began my posting as Ambas-
sador just over a year and half ago, I visited 
your province on three occasions. Each time, 
I am amazed by the warm feelings that the 
people of Saskatchewan have for Israel. On 
my last visit in May, during the Saskatchewan-
Israel Agritech Roundtable, I was filled with 
so much pride to see scientists, academics 
and business leaders from Israel and Sas-
katchewan discussing how they can work 
together. In addition, my meetings with your 
municipal, provincial and federal politicians 

have revealed a deeply rooted multi-party 
support for Israel. It was also an honour to 
meet with Premier Brad Wall who shares our 
vision of deepening ties between Israel and 
Saskatchewan.  

Another magnet that pulls us closer together 
is the University of Saskatchewan. Through 
partnerships and visits, including the VP of 
Research and Dean of Agriculture, we have 
staked out several key areas of collaboration. 
Through my contacts with the heads of Israel’s 

seven  uni -
versities and 
f ive  medi-
cal schools, 
I know that 
Israelis think 
highly of the 
University of 
Saska tche-
wan’s world-
r e n o w n e d 
research in-
frastructure 

and the quality of its researchers.   
The multiparty support and fertile ground 

for business and research partnerships with 
Israel are thanks, in large part, to the efforts 
of Saskatchewan’s small yet vibrant Jewish 
community. Paralleling Prime Minister Die-
fenbaker’s description of Israel, the Jewish 
communities of Saskatchewan, especially 
Saskatoon and Regina, have contributed in 
a way that far exceeds their size. Whether it 
is the commitment to philanthropic work or 
the involvement in the business sector, I am 
always glad to hear of the positive impact 
that Jews have made to both the province and 
cities. Most of all, I am inspired by the ability 
to build vibrant Jewish communities rooted in 
places of worship, such as Agudas Israel, that 
pass on to future generations both a strong 

Jewish identity and love for Israel, the one and 
only national homeland of the Jewish people. 

Over the coming months, I expect even 
more good news with partnerships between 
Israel and Saskatchewan. I am confident that 
our mutual expertise in plant biology, digital 
agriculture and soil science will allow our 
best and brightest to innovate together with 
the potential of exciting economic rewards. 
Nevertheless, just as we must overcome the 
distance between Israel and Canada, so too 
must we shrink the space between your prov-
ince and our embassy in Ottawa and consulate 
in Toronto. It is my hope that Saskatoon’s 
Jewish community will continue to play a key 
role by fostering and nourishing our relations. 
At the same time, we want to keep an open 
channel of communication to hear how Israel 
can help you and also learn of new opportuni-
ties that may lie at the horizon of the land of 
living skies.

Israel’s Ambassador To Canada Visits Saskatoon... from cover

to say it was spiritual to see what nature and 
perhaps God have given us. For those of us 
who revel in sports - golf, football, soccer 
and simply playing with our children and 
grandchildren, it will be a summer of fun. 
Most of us are insane and avid Saskatchewan 
Roughrider fans and we are saddened that in 
the third quarter of our first game, we again 
lost our leader and hero quarterback Darian 
Durant to a ruptured Achilles tendon. Not 
only my golf swing needs a prayer but so do 
the Riders.  Have a reinvigorating and restful 
summer and we will look forward to another 
busy and exciting synagogue year in the fall. 

Editorial... from page 3

Kindercamp 
August 17 - 21st  

9:30 - 3:30 for ages 3-13 
and  

9:30 - 12:30 for ages 18 
months to 3 years

For more information contact 
Myla at 306-343-7023 Ext 1
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Rabbi Pavey... from page 8

passing of the buck when making decisions: 
there is nowhere to pass it to.  Those deci-
sions and all the implications that derive from 
them are entirely the responsibility of the one 
who makes them, however much input there 
may be in terms of guidance from the com-
munity and its tradition, life experience and 
the informed conscience.  Religious teaching 
is weighed by the individual who decides.  
But the ultimate responsibility rests with the 
individual and not with the religious tradi-
tion.  The holy book, the sacred community, 
can not take away the individual’s right and 
duty to decide.  And that is what becoming 
Bar/Bat Mitsvah is about.  A Bar/Bat Mitsvah 
is someone who is mature enough to make 
decisions and accept their consequences, for 
oneself and for others.  And while halakhically 
it may come with puberty, in reality it may 
never come at all.  Some people never make 
it to moral adulthood no matter how long they 
may live.  But that, surely, is not the point.  
There has to be a dividing point in life before 
which a person can not reasonably be regarded 
as adult enough to make decisions that could 
be potentially of life making or breaking 

consequence, and after which s/he can be held 
fully responsible for those decisions.  There 
has to be a movement from learning within 
family and community alone, and adding to 
the equation one’s own conscience.  Socializa-
tion as an autonomous moral being is a long 
term process: indeed, it never ends.  But there 
has to be an age to punctuate the process and 
mark a before and after.  It is of course quite 
arbitrary, but the onset of puberty is a time that 
is universally accepted as the transition from 
child to adult.  Early Reform Jews wanted to 
abolish Bar Mitsvah at thirteen and replace 
it by a confirmation at, say, sixteen, when 
acceptance of moral responsibility might be 
seen as a more realistic proposition.  But the 
traditional timing does mark the beginning 
of sexual maturity, the onset of puberty with 
its physical and psychological “Sturm und 
Drang”, and hopefully the coming together of 
physical, intellectual and emotional matura-
tion into an integrated adult being.  Further, 
as most of the moral and spiritual challenges 
that confront human beings are integrally 
related to human sexuality, and the attempt to 
socialize and ethicize it, perhaps that, too, is an  

argument for retaining the traditional age for 
the attainment of Bar/Bat Mitsvah status and 
the ceremony that marks it in the community 
at the time of puberty.  The socio-celebratory 
aspect of the Bar/Bat Mitsvah and the family/
community party that has come to surround 
it, have become so significant that it is the 
time in the religious education process when 
Synagogue and Rabbi have the full attention 
of child and  family, and the various sports 
and cultural activities that otherwise take 
priority over religion in the life of the child 
give way to the satisfaction of the demands 
for the “proper” celebration of the occasion.  
A rite of passage becomes tied in to a celebra-
tion that ensures that the actual rituals will be 
adequately performed.  It is to be hoped that 
the Bar does not take precedence over the 
Mitsvah, but both have to be taken account of.  
For as long as Rabbis control the ceremony 
in the Synagogue, there remains hope that 
this will be so and the enormous financial 
outlays of the party will not entirely obscure 
the religious meaning. 

by its mayor with forty eight hours notice. The 
reason: It was going to be held in a building 
associated with the Conservative/Masorti 
Movement. A Mitzvah was transformed into 
an opportunity for fights and political selfish-
ness. But then, after complaints and public 
denunciation from liberal Jews in Israel and 
around the world, President Rivlin a compro-
mise and proposed to hold the Bar Mitzvah 
ceremony at his house. The Masorti Move-
ment and the families accepted the move from 
the original Masorti Synagogue in Rehovot to 
the President’s house in Jerusalem, and they 
even agreed to have an orthodox Rabbi whom 
the kids didn’t know, with the condition that 
Rabbi Michael Goldstein who tutored the 
children for months would be also part of the 
ceremony. Everything seemed to be OK and a 
compromise was achieved. But at the last mo-
ment, when the office of the President released 
the program for the ceremony, the families 
were surprised to see that the name of Rabbi 
Goldstein wasn’t in the program and he had 
been excluded from participating. 

As a reaction to a new wave of world-wide 
complaints, President Rivlin accused the 
Masorti Movement of using this ceremony for 
their political agenda. Finally, the ceremony 
was held at an Orthodox Synagogue in Re-
hovot where the nine B’nei Mitzvah didn’t 
read from the Torah (it was on a Sunday), 
didn’t lead the service despite the training 
they received, and were passive spectators 
in an event led by a Rabbi whom they did 

not know. What has been for twenty years a 
moving celebration of religious inclusiveness 
was transformed into a sad celebration of 
political stinginess. The victims: nine Jewish 
children in the autistic spectrum. Shame on 
you President Rivlin!

While it is not a surprise that there is no 
pluralism towards non-Orthodox Judaism in 
Israel, it is the first time that an Israeli Presi-
dent engaged so actively in an act of religious 
discrimination. Despite the great victories 
achieved by the different liberal movements 
in the past years, there has been a deep setback 
since the beginning of this new government. 
Two weeks ago the Israeli Minister of Reli-
gions called the Reform Movement “a disaster 
for the Jewish People”. And while these types 
of views towards the non-Orthodox move-
ments are common within Orthodox Judaism 
everywhere, it is in our hands to tell the Israeli 
society and their politicians that the vast ma-
jority of the Jews in the world are represented 
by the Conservative and Reform Movement, 
and that we want to continue loving, feeling 
identified and contributing to the Jewish State.

What can we do? It’s very easy and it will 
cost you only $18 a year. Join Mercaz, the 
representation of the Conservative Movement 
in the World Zionist Congress. Each member-
ship means one vote in the elections next year. 
The World Zionist Congress, founded by The-
odor Herzl in 1897, is where the officers of the 
World Zionist Organization are elected. They 
decide where the donations from the diaspora 

go, who the authorities and what the policies 
of the Jewish Agency are. These institutions 
have a big political and economic influence in 
Israel so that empowering them with a plural-
ist voice is our best chance to make sure Israel 
continues on the path of being a pluralistic 
Jewish state. Join Mercaz Canada and help 
make a change. Please contact me for more 
information and how to become a member. 
Our membership will make a big difference! 

B’birkat Shalom,
With blessings of peace,
Rabbi Claudio

Divrei Harav... from page 4
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Yahrtzeits
July 3/4 Tammuz 16/17
Maria Kolominsky July 4 (17)
Faigel Lyons July 4 (17)
Schulem Singer July 4 (17)
Harold Waldman July 7 (17)
John Adelman July 5 (18)
Jack Teskey July 5 (18)
Jack Sklar July 6 (19)
Etta Gross July 8 (21)
Louis Pollock July 8 (21)

July 10/11 Tammuz 23/24
Sarah Schacter July 10 (23)
Sam Shafer July 10 (23)
Abraham Kassen July 11 (24)
Abraham Katz July 11 (24)
Gerald Gitlin July 12 (25)
Joseph Brans July 13 (26)
Sarah Goodman July 13 (26)
Joseph Purkin July 13 (26)
Daniel Weitzman July 13 (26)
Lena Kassen July 15 (28)
Nekhama Stone July 15 (28)
Ruth Buckwold Stoffman July 16 (29)
Frances Ruth Dashefsky July 16 (29)
Nina Fogel July 16 (29)
Farhad Hebron July 16 (29)
Helen Teskey July 16 (29)
Ettie Wiss July 16 (29)

July 17/18 Av 1/2
Vera Helfgott July 17 (1)
Lloyd Landa July 17 (1)
Dolphy Neuman July 17 (1)
Frances Paul July 17 (1)
Margret Poplack July 17 (1)
Luceille Katzman July 18 (2)
Wilma Katzman July 18 (2)
Joseph Volansky July 18 (2)
Barney Kutz July 19 (3)
Ruby (Ruth) Rosenberg July 21 (5)
Etta Sonnenschein July 22 (6)

Ian Buckwold July 23 (7)
Clara Epstein July 23 (7)

July 24/25 Av 8/9
Ben Ackerman July 24 (8)
Hy Buller July 24 (8)
Edward Caplan July 24 (8)
Leah Chertkow July 24 (8)
Jacob Dragushan July 24 (8)
Gussie Sass July 24 (8)
Edna Yates July 24 (8)
Sura Kolominsky July 25 (9)
Helen Resnick July 26 (10)
Betty Sklar July 26 (10)
Jacob Charach July 27 (11)
Peter Schachter July 27 (11)
Samuel Kassen July 28 (12)
Albert Kay July 28 (12)
Max Wormann July 28 (12)
Ezra R. Avol July 29 (13)
Claire Mendel July 29 (13)
Lillian Claman July 30 (14)

July 31/August 1 Av 15/16
Rita Collins July 31 (15)
Estella Ginsburg July 31 (15)
William Landa July 31 (15)
Nettie Rabinovitch July 31 (15)
Anthony Lehrer Aug 1 (16)
David Sonnenschein Aug 1 (16)
Moses P. Berekson Aug 2 (17)
Edward Churchill Aug 2 (17)
Anna Rabkin Aug 2 (17)
Louis Gelmon Aug 4 (19)
Sidney Israel Chapman Aug 5 (20)
Louis Goluboff Aug 5 (20)
Jack Sklar Aug 5 (20)
Rose Baltzan Aug 6 (21)
Fay Ditlove Aug 6 (21)

August 7/8 Av 22/23
Saul Scharfstein Aug 7 (22)
Aron Foulkes Aug 8 (23)
Pearl Adilman Aug 9 (24)
Solomon Livergant Aug 10 (25)

Chaim Wolfe Aug 10 (25)
Freda Claire Purkin Aug 11 (26)
Jack Sandbrand Aug 12 (27)
Miriam Lily Green Aug 13 (28)
Mollie Shafer Aug 13 (28)
Harry Sklar Aug 13 (28)

August 14/15 Av 29/30
Samuel Shore Aug 14 (29)
Fannie Gropper Aug 15 (30)
Lori-Lynn Laliberte Aug 15 (30)
M. Trugman Aug 15 (30)
Abram Katz Aug 16 (Elul 1)
Harry Landa Aug 16 (1)
Leonard Landa Aug 16 (1)
Rae Richman Aug 16 (1)
Gertrude Weiner Aug 16 (1)
Alvin Buckwold Aug 17 (2)
David Diament Aug 17 (2)
Neil Livergant Aug 17 (2)
Fanny Felgenbaum Aug 19 (4)
Rena Shatzer Aug 20 (5)
Masha Zaitlen Aug 20 (5)

August 21/22 Elul 6/7
Joseph Sandbrand Aug 21 (6)
Max Berenbom Aug 22 (7)
Betty Aarons Aug 23 (8)
Pauline Macarthy Aug 23 (8)
Mary Pollock Aug 23 (8)
Eva Teplinsky Aug 23 (8)
Rabbi Saul Diament Aug 24 (9)
Josef Goldstein Aug 24 (9)
Philip Raichman Aug 24 (9)
Sarah Richman Aug 24 (9)
Rebecca Tabachnicoff Aug 24 (9)
Hershel Diament Aug 26 (11)
Hershel Diamond Aug 26 (11)
Simon D. Korber Aug 26 (11)
Rae Aarons Aug 27 (12)
Edith Blumes Aug 27 (12)
Greena Gelmon Aug 27 (12)
Baby Gonick Aug 27 (12)
Gertrude Helfgott Aug 27 (12)

August 28/29 Elul 13/14
Charles Kaplan Aug 28 (13)
Yacheved Abelevsky Aug 29 (14)
Rose Gellman Aug 29 (14)
Mel Bloom Aug 30 (15)
Benjamin Cohen Aug 30 (15)
Lily Ludwig Aug 30 (15)
Louis Schulman Aug 30 (15)
Yosil Tzalkovich Aug 30 (15)
Minnie Fogel Aug 31 (16)
Celia Ida Greenblat Aug 31 (16)
Eastwood Landa Aug 31 (16)
Rebecca Claman Sept 2 (18)
Anne Pavey Sept 2 (18)
Katherine Cantin Sept 3 (19)
Clara Friedman Sept 3 (19)
Irene Ruttie Sept 3 (19)

September 4/5 Elul 20/21
Ben Brandt Sept 4 (20)
Louis Ditlove Sept 4 (20)
Moses Levitsky Sept 4 (20)
Isaac McCarthy Sept 4 (20)
Ida Ruskin Sept 4 (20)
Anna Bellas Sept 5 (21)
Sophie Cohen Sept 5 (21)
Bella Duba Cooperman Sept 5 (21)
Idy Leonoff Sept 5 (21)
Harry Wine Sept 5 (21)
Freddie Winocour Sept 5 (21)
Jacob Chertkow Sept 6 (22)
John Elilson Sept 6 (22)
Isaac Chotem Sept 7 (23)
Ken Epstein Sept 7 (23)
Harry Hallis Sept 7 (23)
Leo Bernbaum Sept 9 (25)
Hersh Freifeld Sept 9 (25)
Seigfried Gumprich Sept 9 (25)
William Caplan Sept 10 (26)
Rachel Clein Sept 10 (26)
Paul Landa Sept 10 (26)

Hana, Paula, Lisa, all strong, beautiful, ac-
complished women who cared and loved/care 
and love.  Ours was a matriarchal family – we 
went to Auntie Ruthie’s or Effie’s or Pearlie’s 
or Miriam’s or Rose’s  or Evelyn’s or Elsie’s 
house.  We still do when we remember and 
recall how we were nurtured and nourished.

Little wonder that Allen used to talk – re-
peatedly - about how lucky we were.  He was 
right.  While what we turned out to be was an 
otherwise fairly- typical Western Canadian 
second-generation Jewish immigrant fam-
ily, our roots in Winnipeg, our grandparents 

Ruth Gonor... from page 5

buried at Sha’aray Tzedek on North Main, 
powered and empowered by family and com-
munity.  We stepped up in turn, and, now, so 
do our children.  I am so grateful to those of 
us in our family who cared for, comforted and 
consoled Ruthie.  She was deeply-grateful 
– for everything, when I last talked to her 
last weekend.  Now We stand here in ‘our’ 
cemetery, in front of our people, living and 
dead, and they speak to us.  We look around, 
we take a deep breath, and we transcend 
and transform a little.  Our worlds are close 
together right now.  In our grief we, too, are 

grateful – Allen Gonor was right – we are so 
lucky - to live to this day, even to this terrible 
moment.  That is where our love – for Ruthie, 
for those who’ve gone before, for each other 
as we stand here together, our hearts overflow-
ing, come to at-one-ment with The Creator.  
In this House of Everlasting Life, this Bet 
Chaim, our Love joins all of us, living and 
dead.  But mostly we’ll remember and we will 
perform deeds of loving kindness, inspired 
by Rochl-bas-Y’Shiahu-ha-Levi-v’-Esther, 
Ayshet Ha’il, one who lived with a Heart of 
Wisdom. הָמְכָח בַבְל
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“Spring is in the Winds”
by Patricia Pavey

A concert planned by Dr. David Kaplan (z”l) was planned for Sunday, 
April, 26th, but had to be postponed as Spring took a diversion and gave 
Saskatoon instead a BLIZZARD.

On Sunday, May 31st, however, the very successful concert was held as 
a tribute to David.  A group of clarinetists, “Reedy, Set, Go!” started the 
program with three short pieces.  David Kaplan had said apparently that 
playing their clarinets “keeps them off the streets.”  The Saskatoon Horn 
Choir played a variety of music, including a piece from Handel’s “Water 
Music” and the “James Bond Theme”.  There was something for everyone 
in the packed hall, too, by the Tenth Street Saxophone Quartet.  And I never 
thought a piano could look so empty, but when the Saskatoon Klezmer Band 
played, its lid was open, its keys silent and David’s cap sat on the piano 
stool.  Clarinetist Bob Klassen’s witty banter was up to David K’s standards.  
The band itself was very “tight” and professional as it played through a 
variety of its repertoire, e.g. “Frailach #21”, #144, #186, etc.  The combined 
ensembles, conducted by George Charpentier,  played “Homage a’ J.S.”, a 
previously unheard piece written by David L. Kaplan. 

The “Well-Tempered Klezmerer” would have been pleased!

Hebrew School Party

Our Cemetery Owl

Hebrew School - Senior 
Class Tikkun Olam 
Project
by Rosy Jodorkovsky

On May 13th the Junior and Senior class 
of Hebrew School went to the SPCA to give 
them the $378 they raised in bottles and cans. 
We started collecting bottles in October last 
year and the kids participated also in a bottle 
drive last month.

Thank you so much to all of you who do-
nated and helped with this beautiful project. 
Our kids learned about Tzedaka, caring for 
the animals in danger and working together as 
a team for Tikkun Olam, to make a difference 
in our world. Special thanks to Mora Marsha 
Scharfstein, Robin Sasko, Rebecca Simpson, 
Lisa Shiffman and Laurie and Itai.
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BALAK

* Kevin Sharfe
Havdahal 10:10 pm

PINCHAS

* Lesley Ann Crone
Havdalah 10:05 pm

MATOT-MASEI

* Perry Jacobson
Havdalah 9:58 pm

SHABAT HAZON
Devarim

* Matt Ditlove
Havdalah 9:49 pm

SHABBAT NAHAMU
Va’ethanan

* Mike Sharfstein
Havdalah 9:38 pm

EKEV

* Harold Schiffman
Havdalah 9:25 pm

RE’EH
NO SHABBAT SERVICE

*
Havdalah 9:11 pm

SHOFTIM
NO SHABBAT SERVICE

*
Havdalah 8:57 pm

*
Candle Lighting 8:59 pm

*
Candle Lighting 8:39 pm

*
Candle Lighting 8:27 pm

Candle Lighting 8:13 pm

* 
Candle Lighting 7:59 pm

 

*
Candle Lighting 9:11 pm

Shabbat at Home
Nikki & Josh Gitlin

7 pm

*
Candle Lighting 9:06 pm

*

*
Candle Lighting 8:50 pm

Introduction 
to Judaism

7:30 pm

Introduction 
to Judaism

7:30 pm

OFFICE CLOSED AGM Reports Due

Unveiling for
Pauline Laimon

11:00 am

OFFICE CLOSED

KI TETZE

*Lesley Ann Crone
Havdalah 8:41 pm

Theatre in the Park
7:00 pm

Kindercamp Kindercamp Kindercamp Kindercamp Kindercamp

* 
Candle Lighting 7:44 pm

“Don’t worry about tomorrow; who 
knows what will befall you today.”

from - The New Joys of Yiddish. by Leo Rosten,


