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Joe Rosenberg Memorial Golf 
Tournament 

and Welcome to Rabbi Claudio and Rosie 
and their children Amiel and Yoel

Sunday, August 12th
Golf 1:30 Riverside Golf and Country Club

Cocktails and Dinner: 6:30 pm

Adults - $25
Children 13 and under 1/2 price

5 and under -free

Reply by August 1st to s.goluboff@shaw.ca

Gerry Rose Award Recipients David 
and Randy Katzman with Gladys Rose

NOTICE OF ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING OF 

CONGREGATION AGUDAS 
ISRAEL

This is Notice that the Annual General 
Meeting of Congregation Agudas Israel will 

be held on 
Wednesday, September  12th, 2012 

at the Jewish Community Centre, 715 
McKinnon Avenue, Saskatoon, 

commencing at 7:30 p.m.

The Board of Trustees consists of 
the officers, chair persons of Standing 
Committees, President of Sisterhood and up 
to ten (10) members at large.

The slate of officers and members of the 
Board of Trustees is set out below.  Additional 
nominations to any office or as a member of 
the Board of Trustees may be made in writing, 
by three (3) members of the Congregation.  
Such nomination shall bear the signature of 
the person or persons nominated consenting 
to the nomination.  The nomination shall be 
delivered to the Chairperson of the Nomin-
ating Committee (David Katzman) at least 
twelve (12) days prior to the Annual General 
Meeting.

SLATE OF OFFICERS 
AND TRUSTEES 2012-2013

OFFICERS
President Marsha Scharfstein
Immediate Past President Heather Fenyes
First Vice President Harold Shiffman
Second Vice President 
Treasurer Grant Scharfstein
Secretary David Katzman

STANDING COMMITTE CHAIRS
Chevra Kadisha Lesley-Ann Crone
Hebrew School Committee Marsha Scharfstein
Financial Affairs Committee Grant Scharfstein
House Committee Steven Simpson
Synagogue Ritual Committee Heather Fenyes

SISTERHOOD
Sisterhood President

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Jan Gitlin
Seth Shacter
Lou Horlick
Randy Katzman
Perry Jacobson

Michael Gertler
Steven Goluboff
Ralph Katzman
Jose Andres
Simone Horowitz
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Cantor Neil chanting the Kiddush at the Gerry 
Rose Dinner

President Heather saying Shalom and Todah 
Rabbah to Ayelet and Ido at the Gerry Rose 
Dinner

Gerry Rose Dinner

Gerry Rose Dinner

The Hebrew School Final Picnic 

The Congregation Booth at the 
Gay Pride Parade

Our Last Holy Pan Cooking Class - 
Bonfire style.

Tamar Boruchovitz and Ari 
Sperber - Our New Shilchim
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Editorial
by Steven Goluboff The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel

Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home committed 
to deepening the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in 
the historical traditions of the Jewish people. We are a progressive, democratic and sensitive 
congregation responding to the widest spectrum of Jewish thought and practice.

Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY

may all join in welcoming them at the Din-
ner for Annual B’nai Brith Joe Rosenberg 
Memorial Golf Tournament on August 12th at 
Riverside Golf and Country Club and then at 
a formal installation weekend in September. 

As you all relax over the next two months, 
please consider where you might make a com-

MAZEL TOV AND CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Jonathon Katzman, son of David and Susan, who was admitted to the Western College of 

Veterinary Medicine at the U. of S. 
Susanne Kaplan who painted the portrait of former Premier Lorne Calvert.  A special 

event was held on June 25th where the portrait was unveiled. Susanne’s next  project  is the 
portrait of a Nova Scotia Professor and is in the initial stages of production.

Jennifer Scharfstein, daughter of Grant and Marsha upon receiving her Bachelor of Arts, 
Honours, in International Studies from the the U. of S. Jennifer is currently doing her 

Masters in the “politics of conflict” at Ben Gurion University of the Negev in Beer Sheva, 
Israel. 

Michael Scharfstein, son of Grant and Marsha who successfully completed his articles and 
has been admitted to the Saskatchewan Bar as a lawyer. Michael is practicing with the law 

firm of Stevenson Hood Thornton Beaubier,  in Saskatoon .
Gladys Rose on the birth of a great grandson, Kenneth, grandson of the late Kathy Rose 

and Gerry Cooper and son of Rebecca Cooper and Dave Poster of Toronto. 
Gladys Rose on the graduations of her grandsons, Solomon Klein, son of Toby Rose and 

Les Klein, Master of Classics, University of Boulder Colorado and brother Benjamin Klein 
B.A. in Economics, Queen’s University. 

Noah Fenyes, son of Heather and Les, who was one of two Canadian youth invited to Israel 
for the International Hillel Convention and President’s Conference. 

Elie Fenyes, son of Heather and Les, who was nominated Gizbar ( Treasurer) for Northwest 
Canada Region BBYO.

Shira Fenyes, daughter of Heather and Les, who was hired as the Director of Public Affairs 
for the Israeli Ambassador to Canada. 

Max Waldman, son of Shannon and Ron, who was nominated S’Gan ( vice – president) for 
North West Canada Region of BBYO.

Cantor Neil Schwartz who was granted an Honourary Doctorate of Music from the Jewish 
Theological Seminary for his long and distinguished career in the cantorate, a career of 

service which has brought blessing to the Conservative Movement and klal yisrael. 
Uri Nachshon for receiving his Ph.D., summa cum laude (for excellence), in hydrology 
from the Ben-Gurion University, Israel. In his research Uri explored evaporation and salt 

precipitation in arid environments.
Sherwood and Elaine Sharfe on the celebration of their 50th Wedding Anniversary on 

July 8th.
Chan Katzman on the wedding of his Granddaughter Samaya Katzman to Gavin Milliken 

of Big River.
Ian and Mary Ellen Buckwold on the engagement of their daughter Laura to Justin 

Holmes, son of Dr. Vickie and Ron Holmes

SHALOM AND YASHER KOACH TO:
Cantor Neil Schwartz and Shlichim Ido and Ayelet. 

As we finally begin 
a summer we have all 
been waiting for, we 
face a transition in our 
community. The sum-
mer months give us a 
time to reflect on our 
past successes and look 
forward to a new era of 
community leadership, 

both spiritually and administratively. We say 
a sincere shalom to Cantor Neil Schwartz 
who has served us as an able leader of our 
synagogue services and tended to the many 
challenges of a diverse community. His com-
mitment to teaching our youth and tending 
to the pastoral needs of members in need has 
been highly appreciated and valued. And to 
our young Shlichim, Ido and Ayelet, thank 
you for two years of dedicated service to 
our community and bringing a love for Is-
rael to all of us. You will leave behind fond 
memories and the blessing of our first young 
Canadian Israeli – Ora. Our President Heather 
Fenyes leaves a legacy of deep commitment 
to Congregation Agudas Israel. Heather was 
an astonishingly capable leader and inspired 
all of us in her love for the community and 
for Judaism. She was an inspiration as a wel-
coming host to countless friends and visitors 
to Saskatoon. Heather has launched another 
volunteer career with the work she will do 
with CIJA (The Canadian Council for Israel 
and Jewish Advocacy) as well as continuing 
mentoring future volunteers in our own com-
munity.  We will welcome Marsha Scharfstein 
as our new President in the fall and know that 
anyone who can become a Bat Mitzvah in her 
“mature” years can be counted on the lead 
us with confidence for the next three years. 
We have been blessed for twelve years with 
remarkable young Israeli couples who added 
another dimension to our community life. The 
Jewish Agency has again provided us with yet 
another young couple, Tamar Boruchovitz 
and Ari Sperber who will arrive at the end of 
the summer. We will highlight their story in 
the Fall Bulletin. Possibly the most important 
element in our transition is that we welcome 
Rabbi Claudio Jodorkosky who will arrive in 
Saskatoon this summer with his wife Rosy 
and their children Amiel and Yoel. He clearly 
inspired our leadership and particularly our 
young adults with a vision of commitment to 
traditional values in the context of a diverse 
and evolving congregation in Saskatoon. You 

mitment to volunteer for the many activities 
in the community. There are many board 
committees, social, religious and educational 
opportunities that yearn for new ideas and 
energy. Get to know members of the Board of 
Trustees and be part of creating a community 
you can be proud of. 
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Hazzan’s Notes: Summarizing Five Years
by Hazzan Neil Schwartz

continued on page 14

How does one sum-
marize a five-year 
relationship?  What 
are some of the good 
things that have hap-
pened, and what are 
some of my regrets?  

How have I been changed as a clergyman 
and as a person during this experience?  Will 
I be leaving behind any impact on this con-
gregation and on this community from my 
involvement in your lives?

Let me begin with some of the good things 
that have happened “on my watch” during 
these last five years.  In my weekly D’var 
Torah I have often highlighted the message 
of “social justice” that runs throughout the 
Torah and the Hebrew Bible.  This is related 
to my conviction that the most important thing 
a person can do is strive to “Zei a Mentsch” 
or “Be a Good Person”, and everything else 
will follow from that.

Both in our religious services and all our 
other programming, I have tried to stress 
the importance of Jewish Music.  However, 
at the request of several congregants, I have 
minimized the new music that I have brought 

- keeping in mind the following statement that 
was said to me repeatedly:  “When you sing a 
new melody, I cannot participate.”

Not everyone agrees with that, and now 
you will have a new chance to find a balance.

For the teaching aspects of my time with 
you, I have tried to help instill self-confidence 
as well as skills in our B’nei Mitzvah, and 
our two students at the end of June are good 
examples of the positive results from this ap-
proach.  I am also proud of those adults who 
have learned to chant Torah and Haftarah, 
and I hope that they will continue.  In addi-
tion, I have shared holiday songs and prayer 
melodies with our Hebrew School.

For the pastoral aspects of my time with 
you, I have tried to bring comfort and support 
to our members who have been in hospitals 
and senior homes, our shut-ins and to the few 
Jews in prison.  Besides B’nai Mitzvah and 
the very occasional wedding, pastoral care 
has also included funerals, Shiva visits and 
unveilings, and several baby-namings and 
circumcision ceremonies.  Most importantly, 
I have tried to welcome new members and 
visitors to our synagogue with warmth and 
interest.

For the Interfaith aspects of my time here, 
I am proud of building on the bridges laid by 
Rabbi Pavey to all of our local religious com-
munities and sub-communities - Christian, 
Muslim, Oriental, and Aboriginal.  This has 
involved being the Jewish Chaplain for the 
University of Saskatchewan, being on the 
Board of Multi-Faith Saskatoon, teaching in 
the Catholic school system, participating in 
several Interfaith panels, and offering very 
inclusive invocations and blessings for several 
public Interfaith events.  

There are many things that I have learned 
during these years of serving Agudas Israel.  
Perhaps the most important is the concept 
that many congregants attend services for an 
“affective” emotional or social experience 
rather than a “cognitive” experience, and this 
has resulted in minimizing the teaching I do 
during services.  While I knew from previous 
congregations that “local tradition” or Minhag 
HaMakom supersedes “Jewish Tradition” as 
practiced elsewhere, this has been particularly 
strong in Agudas Israel.

Another way of characterizing this “learn-
ing edge” is to say that the larger concerns of 

Rabbi Claudio’s Message from Bogota
by Rabbi Claudio Jodorkosky

Dear Friends of 
Agudas Israel: I am 
writing this mes-
sage with joy and 
excitement know-
ing that our trip to 
Saskatoon is com-

ing in the next weeks and an important stage 
of our lives is beginning. Thinking of my 
feelings and emotions on these days, I want 
to share with you a beautiful story:

In a small village, a woman got a big sur-
prise when a stranger knocked at her door, 
well dressed and asking him for something 
to eat.

“Sorry,” she said, “but right now I have 
nothing at home.”

“Don’t worry” said the stranger in a polite 
way. “I have a soup stone in my pocket, and 
if you let me throw it in a pot with boiling 
water I would make the most delicious soup 
in the world. Could you bring a large pot with 
water, please? “

The woman was so curious that she put the 

pot on the fire and went to tell all the neighbors 
about the soup stone. When the water began to 
boil, the whole neighborhood gathered there 
to see what would happen with the soup stone. 
The stranger dropped the stone into the water, 
stirred and tasted it. “Delicious!” – Exclaimed 
– “All we need now is a few potatoes”.

“I have potatoes in my kitchen!” -  shouted 
a woman, and within minutes she was back 
with a big bowl of peeled potatoes in order to 
put them right in the pot. The stranger turned 
to taste the mixing again: “Excellent!”  he 
said, and added thoughtfully: “If we had a bit 
of meat we would make it perfect....!”

Another housewife appeared now with a 
piece of meat, and after accepting politely he 
put it into the pot. He tasted the soup, closed 
his eyes and said: “It´s so tasty! - If we had a 
few vegetables it would be perfect, absolutely 
perfect...”

One of the neighbors ran to his house and 
returned with a basket full of onions and car-
rots. After giving putting the vegetables into 
the pot, the man tasted the mixing again and 

said in a special tone: “Salt!” - “Here it is,” 
said the hostess. Then he ordered: “Dishes for 
everyone!” People hurried to their homes for 
their dishes, some of them even brought back 
some bread and fruit.

Every one of them sat down to enjoy the 
splendid food, while the visitor distributed 
large portions of its amazing soup. All felt 
strangely happy and were talking and laugh-
ing together while sharing their meal. And 
suddenly, when no one was paying attention, 
the stranger left the scene quietly leaving 
behind him his miraculous soup stone. From 
now, they could use it whenever they wanted 
to make the most delicious soup in the world.

I heard this old Czech story many years 
ago and always find it wonderful because of 
its beautiful message about unity. When we 
join our hearts in order to achieve a superior 
goal, our strengths become multiplied and we 
are able to achieve what individually would be 
impossible. We all are like this stranger who 
manage to gather his fellow ones just with 

continued on page 14



From Heather’s Garden
by Heather Fenyes, President
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Accounting & Auditing Financial Planning
Estate Planning Mergers & Acquisitions
Management Consulting Income Tax Returns
Business Valuations Corporate Tax Returns

 Saskatoon Regina
 Tel: (306) 653-6100 Tel: (306) 522-6500

Website www.virtusgroup.ca

When David Katz-
man first asked me to 
consider becoming 
president of Con-
gregation Agudas 
Israel, I thought he 

was crazy.  I couldn’t imagine what he saw 
in me that I certainly didn’t see in myself.  I 
agreed, but only because I didn’t see a way 
out.     Somewhere along the way, I discovered 
a love for this role that continued to reward 
me in ways I never expected.  

As adults, we see the growth of a child.  It 
happens before our eyes.  We marvel at the 
rate of change both internal and external.  
Well, I believe in some ways, the same could 
be said for any president in general, and me in 
particular.  Certainly externally, the changes 
are evident.  The wrinkles and the gray hair 
(which I try to hide) mark these three years 
despite all the creams, lotions and sunscreen!   
But thankfully, along side, I believe I have 
grown as a person more than I could have 
ever imagined.  I have opened my eyes to 
perspectives that are new, and strengthened 

the commitments and passions I have held 
all my life.

I have always loved being Jewish.  I love it 
more.  I have always said that Congregation 
Agudas Israel is a remarkable community 
whose might exceeds her size.  If it’s possible, 
I am even more proud.   My unconditional, 
enduring love for Israel has strengthened, and 
my criticism of some of her government’s 
decisions has evolved.   I am more patient, 
and have a renewed passion for valuing the 
differences amongst us – not just embracing 
the similarities. 

I love to talk.  I guess you know that.  But 
now, more than ever before, I love to listen.  
I am inspired by your ideas, beliefs and con-
victions.  I am motivated by your energy and 
driven by a desire to take us from one place, to 
another where there exists a whole new set of 
possibilities.  I love the synergy that happens 
when people who didn’t always connect come 
together and make a special and unexpected 
connection.   Most of all, I love when a group 
of good people get together to do great things.  

My kids always tease me that I talk about 

“love” and “passion” all the time.  They joke 
that my rose colored glasses perpetually dis-
tort my vision.  In fact, I have “more-soed” 
in that department too.  The love and passion 
that smolders just below the surface is boiling 
over, and the glasses are rosier than ever.   I 
believe even more in the goodness of people 
and the power we all have to affect change.

 I always say, “It takes a village”.  It 
was my theory of parenting, and it has held 
true these past three years.  And now I know 
why the expression is so profound.  The 
village is a community.  And community is 
family.

You, my family, have taught me, inspired 
me, encouraged me, strengthened me, and 
allowed me to fulfill a profound need within 
myself that I didn’t even know existed.  And 
for that, and so much more, I remain grateful 
and profoundly blessed for having been your 
President.  

May your summer be long, and your dreams 
be rich.  May we together watch this special 
family community grow from strength to 
greater strength.  

USCJ has been spending a lot of time 
and money lately on developing leadership 
programs that will enhance and engage the 
A sized congregations (under 250 families) 
like us. I think they have nailed it with the 
Size Matters Conference I just attended! 
From June 4-6, I was in Chicago at the first 
leadership conference that included both 
Rabbis and lay leaders. Approximately 50 
people attended this conference and I am 

fairly certain that everyone walked away from 
it excited to try some of the ideas presented, 
or at least content to know that they are not 
alone in the problems synagogues face all 
over North America.

We began the Conference Monday 
afternoon with introductions around the 
room. Surprisingly, I was the only person 
present from Canada and that garnered 
applause from the rest of the participants. 

Trust me, almost 
everyone now knows 
there is a synagogue 
(or two) in the frozen 
North and they 
were appropriately 
impressed with 
the depth of our 
involvement both in our Jewish community 
and the Saskatoon and larger communities.

The keynote speaker was Robert 
Leventhal, USCJ Leadership specialist.  He 
is an amazing source of knowledge about all 
things leadership. The first session, entitled, 
Small and Successful- Building on Strengths, 
reviewed the special challenges of smaller 
congregations and reminded all of us that 
there are things we, as smaller congregations 
excel at... things like developing relationships 
between the spiritual leaders, lay leaders 
and congregants, working in a participatory 
culture where everyone is important and 
their input is needed and valued, where a 

Size Matters II Conference
by Marsha Scharfstein, President Elect, CAI

continued on page 15
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Function versus 
vision; shared as-
sumptions; strengths, 
weaknesses, oppor-
tunities and threats 

were all themes of the small congregation 
conference that took place June 4-6 in Chi-
cago.  56 rabbis and lay leaders (including 
your president elect, Marsha Scharfstein and 
myself) attended the conference specifically 
geared to kehillot of 250 members or less.

The healthiest congregations (kehillot) 
must be functional yet always visioning for 
the future.  On functional-visionary scale of 
one to ten most kehillot find themselves about 
a 2.  The bills get paid but there is little focus 
on mission/vision.  The goal is to reach for 
a 4-5 on the scale, energizing and engaging 
members in a meaningful way.

In any kehilla, the role of the Rabbi is vital, 
especially so in a small congregation.  It is 
important that the Rabbi and lay leaders share 
the same assumptions. The Rabbi and board 
should agree as to whom has the priority role 
in the following  synagogue tasks:
• Visiting the sick 
• Calling a donor about a special project 
• Writing a letter to the editor 
• Representing the synagogue at a commu-

Small Congregation 
Conference

nity event 
• Mediating a dispute between staff members 
• Supervising staff 
• Teaching 
• Reviewing staff performance 
• Leading worship services 
• Recruiting volunteers 
• Reviewing performance of volunteers 
• Recruiting committee chairs 
• Training volunteers 
• Mentoring 
• Envisioning new programs or projects 
•  Developing strategy to implement new 

programs or projects 
• Recruiting for a new adult education pro-

gram 
• Managing a fundraising event 

Finally the conference looked at specific 
issues that pertain to small congregations in 
a SWOT (strengths, weaknesses, opportuni-
ties and threats) exercise.  I found the list of 
opportunities generated by the group of most 
significance:
• Opportunity to take on leadership roles in 

small communities (& personal growth)
• Community - Intimacy
• Opportunity to participate Jewishly and 

grow in Jewish experience

• Opportunity to influence change (internal 
and external)

• Manageable size -ability to reach members-
illness, life cycle, baby, shiva, etc

• Every person is important and has impact
• Opportunity to utilize skills
• Opportunity to develop and learn new skills 

(Sulam)
• Networking opportunities, learning, social
• Opportunity to share experiences with 

close friends- familial environments, “like 
family”

• Develop closeness and interdependency
• Bringing entire community together for life 

cycle events, etc
• Fundraising opportunity because people 

feel invested in community
• Engagement, shared objectives, and culture
• Access to clergy
• Greater spiritual connection

For Saskatoon, the conference came at the 
perfect time!!  In the next few months you will 
engage a new rabbi, elect a new president and 
welcome new shlichim form Israel.  I hope 
the conference will be a guide as we move 
into 5773.  I look forward to a meaningful, 
engaging year ahead.

Dear friends,
Where should I begin? The last article I 

sent was written a week and a half before and 
published a week after Keren-Or disappeared 
suddenly from my life. This is not the place 

and time to describe what I feel. We’ve been 
through so much since it happened... The 
best I can do now is maybe translate a short 

From Our Tel Aviv Desk
by Lior Bachar - (former Shlichim)

paragraph from a book I read ( I also read it in 
the yahrzeit since I identify with it so much), 
written by a widow who lost her husband 
suddenly. He was about my age: “you and me 
are mixed together like a marble cake. Have 
you ever seen a marble cake without one of 
its colors? It collapses. Nothing is left from 
it. Not even the taste”.

Keren-Or loved your community, she al-
ways talked about going back to Canada on 
another shlichut in a few years. We would 
even discuss this as a real plan in the near fu-
ture, the only disagreement being on whether 
it would be Vancouver or Calgary. Keren-Or 
wanted as close as possible to Saskatoon. 
She really wanted to go back for a while. The 
wonderful people she met in Saskatoon live in 
her heart forever. She was very grateful for the 
amazing experience of spending a year with 
all of you. It changed her life, our lives, for 
the better of course. She was very proud of 
the community, proud to have been part of it, 

even if for such a short 
time. I will allow my-
self to thank you on 
her behalf, for being 
so significant to us. 
Keep on lighting the 
torch, handing it over 
to the next generations, to make this world a 
better place to live in.

On a more down-to-earth tone...
Naomi (7) and Alma (4) are mostly fine. 

They are amazing girls who love to have fun, 
laugh, drive me crazy and all other things kids 
their age do. As strange as it sometimes seems 
to us, adults, they are pretty happy most of 
the time. Apparently, kids have a wonderful 
ability of switching from grief to happiness 
at once. They can live the moment for what 
it is, without complicating things too much, 
keeping things simple. Most of the time, that 
is. They do, of course, have their moments 

continued on page 15
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First, let me take this opportunity to wish 
Neil, Ayelet and Ido all the best in their future 
endeavours, and to thank them for all they 
have done for this community.

With the exception of only one year, there 
has always been at least one member of my 
family with me in Saskatoon to witness my 
honour of presenting the B’nai Brith Gerry 
Rose Volunteer Award.  This year I welcome 
my daughter, Toby, who is attending her 
reunion marking 35 years since she gradu-
ated from the U of S College of Medicine.  I 
continue to be grateful that I can still return 
to my old home and that you allow 
me the courtesy of reviewing the 
background of the award.

My late husband, Gerry Rose, 
died in March, 1988.  He had joined 
B’nai Brith in 1945, after serving 
in the Signal Corps of the Canadian 
army.  Later, he was President of this 
congregation and in 1987 won the 
B’nai Brith’s “We Are Proud of You” 
award.  In 1998, he was awarded the 
Order of Canada, the highest civilian 
award in the country, recognizing 
outstanding achievement and service.  Gerry’s 
award was for volunteerism.  He was so sorry 
that the citation did not include his volunteer 
work in the Jewish community.  Sid Katzman 
was the president of B’nai Brith in 1999, and 
it was his idea to create the Gerry Rose Vol-
unteer Award as an annual event.  As I have 
done each year, I continue to thank Sid for his 
vision.  And now, it is time to honour two of 
his brothers, Randy and David.

I do so with a lot of pleasure and pride in 
their achievements and in their characters.  
In many ways, their associations with this 
congregation and with the B’nai Brith are par-
allel.  They both attended the congregational 
Hebrew School from kindergarten and on 
until their Bar Mitzvahs.  In 1968 Randy was 
awarded a trophy for leading Junior Congre-
gation services.  When each of them started 
high school, they joined Leonard Landa AZA, 
the B’nai Brith Youth Organization.  Each of 
them became the chapter President, and each 
served at the regional level; Randy as Is-
raeli Affairs Chairperson and David Regional 
Aleph Gadol, the Regional President. 

David was co-founder, with Steven Liver-
gant, of the B’nai Brith Screaming Chickens, 
which may account for the fact that they didn’t 
win many hockey games against non-Jewish 
teams.  They did, however, with the first an-
nual regional tournament in Calgary many 
years ago.

Both brothers Katzman were, or are, 
president of the B’nai Brith Lodge #739.  
First David, and then Randy, who occupies 
that position today.

Both brothers Katzman were also Presi-
dents of Congregation Israel, first Randy and 

then David, who is immediate past president.  
These brothers each brought particular quali-
ties and skills to the Board of Trustees and 
then to the top position.

David is, by profession, a teacher and edu-
cator.  He has both a Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degrees in Education and was a long time 
school principal.  In each issue of our Bul-
letin, when I read the Mission Statement, I 
am reminded that David played a key role in 
the Kallah of 2002 in which our mission as 
formulated.

Randy is a lawyer by profession.  He has 
degrees in both Commerce and Law.  He pres-
ently acts as solicitor for the Saskatoon Real 
Estate Board and teaches the legal class for 
all that Board’s new registrants.

Randy is a dedicated fundraiser; the annual 
B’nai Brith Silver Plate Dinner, the Lakeridge 
Community Playground, the Canadian Uni-
versity Hockey Championship, the Saskatoon 
Public School Board Foundation are all ben-
eficiaries of his sound advice and hard work.

In the Jewish community, David has been 
the chair of the B’nai Brith Dinner for the past 

twenty-three years and last year he was also 
the Master of Ceremonies.  Last year, he was 
the co-chair with Patricia Pavey for the Jewish 
FolkFest Pavilion held in this building.  He 
was a co-founder of the annual Purim Party, 
which is now a highlight in the calendar, es-
pecially for our younger adults and university 
students who are over 18 years of age.  He has 
been the Refreshments Chairperson for the 
women’s Silver Spoon Dinner for many years.  
In the larger community, David chairs the 
Grants Committee of the Children’s Hospital 
Foundation, a board he has served for the past 

13 years.  He 
also an ac-
tive partici-
pant in the 
S a s k a t c h -
ewan Multi-
Faith, serv-
ing as Vice-
P r e s i d e n t 
and chair-
person of the 
Student Art 
Project and 

he sits on the local Saskatoon Multi-Faith 
Board as well.  And he is very proud of his 
89 blood donations and that number will 
continue to grow.

Here is the reason I believe Randy and 
David are being recognized.  Above all, the 
brothers Katzman provided this community 
with strong and dedicated leadership.  Under 
their watches, they ensure that this community 
continues to live up its Mission Statement to 
be, “a progressive, democratic and sensitive, 
responding to the widest spectrum of Jewish 
thought and practice”.

Lest you think the Katzmans are all work 
and no play, here is a personal note.  David is 
married to Susan, herself an educator retiring 
from 34 years as a teacher in the public school 
system.  They are the very proud parents of 
Miriam, Daniel and Jonathan.  Randy is mar-
ried to Shirley, with two wonderful young men 
for sons, Kyle and Jared.

It has been a privilege to witness the growth 
and development of the brothers Katzman, 
and I am happy to present them with the Gerry 
Rose Volunteer Award.

13th Annual B’nai Brith 
Gerry Rose Volunteer Award

from a presentation by Gladys Rose

This page is sponsored by Alan, Linda and Sam Goluboff of Toronto
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Both brothers Katzman were also Presidents of 
Congregation Israel, first Randy and then David, who 
is immediate past president.  These brothers each 
brought particular qualities and skills to the Board of 
Trustees and then to the top position.



Hadassah Card 
Report 

from Dianne Greenblat  

• from Zara Gurstein to Amy & 
David & Azra Budman Mazeltov on 

Bar Mitzvah

Every person knows that a day will come 
and one will have to leave the nest and say 
goodbye to family – That is nature’s way. 
Fortunately, in a country as small as Israel, 
this relocation is not that dramatic. It doesn’t 
matter how far you will go, even if you go 
to the most remote place in the country, you 
will always be just a few driving hours away 
from the rest of your family (let’s face it, in 
Canadian terms it’s practically next door).

 So how do you say goodbye to your fam-
ily and move to the other side of the globe? 
To a place that is 15 hours away by flight 
at best. How can you say goodbye to your 
family when you know that the next time 
you will see them won’t be in the upcoming 
High Holidays and not even in the ones in 

the following year? In our case there is no 
way of telling who of the family members 
we will be seeing next, when it will happen 
and where on the globe? If you think about 
it (and we are trying not to) there is a chance 
that with some of the family members this 
may be our last goodbye and we might not 
be seeing them once more. How do you say 
goodbye to a family that for a significant part 
of our lives (maybe the most significant) this 
family was our entire world. With this fam-
ily we sat down to Shabbat dinners, with this 
family we celebrated all the holidays, with this 
family we have experienced ups and downs, 
turning points and celebrations, death and 
birth, a whole life cycle. This family means 
the world to us. This family is you, members 
of the congregation! But as we mentioned 
before, nature has its own way and rules, 
saying goodbye is inevitable.

 It’s reasonable to assume that while you 
are reading these lines, we are in the midst of 
packing or maybe we are in the office filing 
another binder so that the next Shlichim will 

have a clearer vision of why they left their 
families in Israel and flew to the Canadian 
prairies. There is as well a (slight) chance 
that you managed to       control yourself from 
reading the Bulletin until the end of August 
which means that by this time we are already 
shvitzing in the Israeli burning heat. Again the 
question is asked, how do we say goodbye? 
How do we part from the place which has 
been our home for the last two years, from 
the community, from the city where Ora was 
born, a country from which Israel seems so 
small, remote and crazy and above all, how 
do we say goodbye to the people who became 
our family? 

Well, the answer is a bit comforting, be-
cause this is not a real goodbye. Don’t jump to 

conclusions, this doesn’t mean we are staying, 
but the fact that we are leaving doesn’t mean 
we are saying goodbye. Confused? Let us 
explain. We are all familiar with the saying: 
“Home is where the heart is”. On the same 
token, we are saying that a family is the people 
that are within your heart. So actually this is 
not a goodbye because you will always be in 
our hearts and part of our family, just as much 
as a part of our hearts will always be here with 
you, in our home, in Saskatoon. When in 12-
13 years the Saskatoon Bar and Bat Mitzvah 
kids will come visit their homeland Israel, 
we will make the same journey with Ora in 
the other direction to her homeland Canada. 

Before we finish up we wanted to quote 
just one more time from our favorite book 
“The Little Prince” which we love so much. 
We just wish that all the quotes that touch the 
subject of saying goodbye weren’t so fatal. 
So instead, we decided to end with an Israeli 
song that was written by the late songwriter 
Naomi Shemer that is called: “Al Kol Eileh”: 

For All These Things

The honey and the stinger 
the bitter and the sweet 
our daughter, our baby 
God, watch over them

The flame that is burning 
the water running pure 
the loved one returning home 
from far away

Chorus: 
Over all these, over all these 
God please watch over them for me, 
Over the honey and the stinger 
Over the bitter and the sweet

Do not uproot what is planted 
Do not forget the hope 
Bring me back, and I will return 
to the good land.

Thank you for a wonderful journey,
Missing you already and waiting to see you 
in Israel

םילשוריב האבה הנשל
Next year in Jerusalem (for us literally),
LOVE,
Ido, Ayelet and Ora

How do you say goodbye to your family?
Ido, Ayelet and Ora

This page is sponsored by Mickey and Lucille Narun of Toronto.
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So how do you say goodbye to your family and 

move to the other side of the globe? To a place 

that is 15 hours away by flight at best. 
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RANDY KATZMAN
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Saskatoon, S7K 1M8
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We moved to Saskatoon in the spring of 
1947.  To me it was a big community, it prob-
ably wasn’t that big but because it was bigger 
than P.A. it seemed big.  I was only here for 
three years and then I left for other parts of 
the world.  It was exciting because there was 
a Young Judea group which I got right into 
and I became involved with the youth groups.  
I spent probably a lot of my time outside of 
school in the youth groups…  

The only Jewish group was Young Judea.  
And at that time we used the old Talmud 
Torah, a building which has since been torn 
down, located on Avenue F South.  There 
were four classrooms in that and there were…
two rooms and a long sort of jut-out and 
that was our headquarters,  the Young Judea 
headquarters.  

I think we scrubbed the floor of that jut-out 
harder than we ever did anything in our lives.  
We cleaned it up;  there were quite a number 
of us involved in that.

There were Victor, David and Carol Stollar.  
Their parents operated a little grocery store in 
the City Park area and that little grocery store 
put two boys through medicine.

And there were the Wines, of course…, 
Enid and Samuel, I think.  There were sev-
eral Epsteins involved and Leah and Curley 
Arlinsky; Patty and Harold Matthews, whose 
parents operated a mattress store.  

Kayla, Moe, David and Esther Claman 
were from a huge family – the older ones 
had left.  There were about eight kids in that 
family.  Their father operated a junk shop and 
I remember the boys shared one white shirt 
that they had to book before they had a date.

The Clamans had a piano and they lived be-

From the Archives - June Avivi
June Avivi is the daughter of Labe and Ethel (Katzman).  Her father was born in Russia and her mother was born and raised in Toronto.  Her 
parents married in Toronto and moved west, settling in Prince Albert where her father worked as a cattle dealer for many years.  In 1947, the 
family moved to Saskatoon.  

June was interviewed by Anna Feldman in 1987.  What follows is an excerpt from this taped interview.

side the junk shop on Avenue C.  Very strong 
family, very strong sense of family.  By the 
time we moved to Saskatoon  there were only 
a few of them at home by that time, but that’s 
a beautiful family.  

 I have a scrap book  of the 1947 Young 
Judea Convention that  I had done a write-up 
on for the 
w e e k e n d 
and there’s 
a  p i c t u r e 
with all the 
names and 
all the pic-
tures of all 
the kids; it 
would have all the names of all the kids that 
were around at that time.  It was just a three 
day thing but I wrote it up at the time.  I 
even saved newspaper clippings and stuff of 
that sort…there was an awful lot doing with 
Young Judea in those days, there were things 
going on all the time. There was a provincial 
meeting either in Regina or Saskatoon every 
year.  I remember going to Winnipeg and I 
happened to be in Winnipeg on May 14th 
1948 when the establishment of the State of 
Israel was declared.  

I left Saskatoon  early in 1950.  My late 
father, bless his soul, did not believe in 
education for girls…  I went to business col-
lege, then I left Saskatoon.  I was finished 
high school at sixteen, what was I going to 
do?   Then I left - I worked for a few months, 
raised a bit of money, and in the fall I went 
to Toronto.  Spent some time with family in 
Toronto –that was okay because I was going to 
family, my mother’s family was there.  I took 
out a passport before I left Saskatoon.  And I’d 
started the beginnings and in the winter I went 
on to New York to Hachshara Poughkeepsie 
New York, and then I went over to Israel.

(In Israel, June Met Avi Avivi at Kibbutz 

Hassolelim.  They married in 1952 and came 
to Saskatoon in 1953 where they raised their 
family).

It was very much a time when we made our 
own kind of entertainment.  That was also, I 
think, part of the heyday of Watrous, Mani-
tou Beach for part of the summer or for the 

weekend.  And peo-
ple used to come in 
from Winnipeg, it 
was a real Jewish 
centre.  They oper-
ated a hotel there 
that had a kosher 
kitchen.  They had 
a shul, a little  shul.  

It was basically a cottage but they used it as 
a shul. 

 Saskatoon had more things going for it.  It 
struck me that the adults had some sort of a  
theater and other kinds of things that I really 
wasn’t too involved with.   I was too busy in 
my own world I think to pay much attention 
to that.  Except that that old Talmud Torah 
building which had a small kitchen down 
below was used a great deal; the women used 
to cook banquets down there, and we had a 
kosher butcher in those days.  I remember 
the mothers all cooked for the Young Judea 
banquets and things.   There was a lot going 
on, there really was.  

(June became a teacher).
I was able to teach in the Hebrew School 

here and I taught kindergartens privately,  and 
so in terms of practicum they just waived it. 
I had to do a couple of other practicum stints 
along with other students but they waived 
that three week one for me.   And after that it 
was a class here and a class there. I liked the 
teaching much more than I did the studying.  
I did everything except the thesis but then 
time ran out.  
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I remember going to Winnipeg and I 
happened to be in Winnipeg on May 
14th 1948 when the establishment of 
the State of Israel was declared.
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It wasn’t too long ago that Shira and Noah 
came home from The March of the Living. 
They shared all their stories from the trip 
whether it was about something they saw in 
Auschwitz or walking through the streets of 
Tel Aviv. I remember instantly getting excited 
for it to be my time to go on the trip even 
though it was still years away at that point. 
Just as time always does, it flew by and this 
past April, it was finally time for me to go on 
The March. 

It didn’t take long for the trip to start. 
Within minutes of arriving in Poland, sur-
vivor Robbie Weiseman (former Saskatoon 
resident) shared parts of his story. Everyone 
on that bus expected the trip to bring emotions 
at some point, but most of us were caught 
slightly off guard as Robbie made most of us 

on that bus become emotional just after our 
arrival. The mood had been clearly set. 

Experiences such as walking through 
Treblinka, Birkenau, Auschwitz, Majdanek 
and the Warsaw ghetto are one’s that will live 
with me until the day I die. Seeing Robbie go 
back to where he and his family lived during 
the war for the first time was also something 
I will never forget. Though the sight that will 
always be very clear in my mind, is the ashes 
of Majdanek.

The first feeling I had while I was looking 
at this mound of ash larger than my own house 
was anger. How could something of this mag-
nitude happened while the rest of the world sat 
there and watched?  How could human beings 
become so inhumane while brainwashing mil-
lions of people into thinking ‘the Jews’ were 

the world’s problem? Lastly, I asked myself 
why, why did this happen?

I then realized the bottom line to why, was 
actually very simple. Hatred. The Jewish peo-
ple were hated. What was behind the hate was 
very complex and involved fear and jealousy. 
That’s when I realized feeling angry was the 
complete wrong thing I should have been tak-
ing out of the trip. In fact, quite the opposite. 

We should be thankful that we are still here 
today.  We now have the opportunity to share 
our knowledge with the rest of the world on 
what CAN STILL happen with racism and 
discrimination.  Max, Molly, Adina and I are 
now witnesses. It is now our responsibility to 
make sure that this NEVER happens AGAIN. 

March of the Living
by Elie Fenyes

My Time on the March
by Molly Waldman

Before we took part in the march to Auschwitz

Elie, Molly, Max, Adina

This spring I went on the incredible journey 
of The March of the Living. I could write for 
hours about this trip because I can honestly 
say it was the most amazing thing I have ever 
done in my whole life. Going to Poland and 
visiting the Concentration camps and sig-
nificant landmarks was truly devastating but 
I would never take it back. One of the hardest 
parts of my trip was to see how normal life 
is for people so close to where everything 
happened. Going through this journey and 
learning the survivor’s story has now made 
me an educator and now I vow to share my 
knowledge with everyone to make sure an 
event as devastating as the Holocaust never 

happens again.
 The second half of my trip was in Israel, 

it was my first time being there and I am 
already trying to find my way back. People 
say that Disney World is the happiest place 
on earth, Those people have clearly never 
been to Israel.
 The relationships I have made and the 

knowledge I have gained from this experience 
is something that I will cherish for a lifetime. 
If given the opportunity to go on the March, 
I strongly encourage any one and everyone to 
take it.  My life has been changed for the better 
and I believe everyone deserves that chance!

A new program at the University of Sas-
katchewan’s Edwards School of Business 
successfully introduced 16 aspiring business 
leaders to Israel’s dynamic entrepreneurial 
sector and created lasting connections with 
universities in Israel and Jordan.

Launched in April with a $50,000 donation 
from PotashCorp, Entrepreneurship and Min-
ing in Israel and Jordan – an International Tour 
gave students a first-hand look at the global 
success of the company and offered students 

the chance to experience some of the culture 
and history of the region - PotashCorp owns 
14 per cent of Israel Chemicals Ltd. and 28 per 
cent of Arab Potash Company in Jordan, both 
major suppliers of fertilizer to Asia. 

PotashCorp executive vice-president and 
chief financial officer Wayne R. Brownlee 
joined students for most of the 10-day tour 
which included visits to world-renowned 
Israeli startups such as Netafim and Better 
Place electric cars. 

The first time visitors – with the exception 
of Israeli Anna Mosolov – were overwhelmed 
by the energy and passion of the locals and 
many plan to visit again.

“Before I visited Israel, I had a negative 
opinion of it,” said Qamar Ahmed, the sole 
Muslim member of the group. “But travelling 
really opens your eyes, and it’s important to 
experience things first hand. Otherwise you’re 
doing the country an injustice.”

Saskatchewan students explore connections to Israel
by Brian Moskowitz

continued on page 14
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A “Happening” on Lake Kinneret
By Daniel Stern, Campaign Director and 
Director of Regional Community Services, United Israel Appeal Federations Canada — ULA

Every fall Jewish 
Federations Canada 
– UIA raises funds 
for social service 
programs in Israel, 

Jewish seniors in the Former Soviet Union 
and national programs such as the Centre for 
Israel and Jewish Affairs, Birthright Canada 
and Hillel Canada, as well as the Shlichim 
Program in Saska-
toon.  But that is 
not the only impact 
JFC-UIA has, espe-
cially after an inno-
vative and remark-
able celebration 
held in the spring.

Last May over 
900 paddlers took 
part in the first ever 
Dragon Boat Israel 
race and festival 
on Lake Kinneret.  
39 teams took part, 
with 20 teams from 
Israel and 19 from 
Canada, the U.S., 
Australia, Holland, 
Italy and Taiwan.  Most of the overseas par-
ticipants were visiting Israel for the first time 
and incorporated a 10-day guided tour in ad-
dition to the two-day festival.  Eight of the 
dragon boat teams were comprised of breast 

cancer survivors.
The festival included the 

races, musical performances, 
sporting activities, drumming 
workshops and craft and food 
vendors.  It was described by 
many in Israel as a ‘happen-
ing,’ with over 1,000 Israeli 
spectators watching the race.  

The race was a joint Canada-Israel initia-
tive, spearheaded by the Jewish Federations 
of Canada-UIA and the Jewish commu-
nity of Ottawa.  Founded by Debbie Halton 
Weiss, the event was conceived to introduce 

the sport of dragon boat racing to Israel 
and to bring people to northern Israel 
for an exciting, team-focused event that 
builds community.  Participants raised 
over NIS 200,000 for educational char-
ities in Israel, including Net@, which 
provides computer training for teens, 
and Youth Futures, an intervention pro-
gram for teens-at-risk.

Supporting the Jewish Federations 
Canada – UIA annual campaign touches 

people all across the globe.  And who knows, 
maybe the next Dragon Boat Israel will see 
a team from Saskatoon paddle its way to the 
Kinneret.

Hebrew School
by Marsha Scharfstein, Principal

Hebrew School is over for this 
year. We had a great time at our 
Final Picnic and this year we 
even got to have it outside...in the 
sunshine. That may have been one 
of the few sunny days we had this 
spring. Thank you to everyone 

who came. We had perfect attendance 
that day. It was sad to say goodbye to 
Rishona and Noah, who are graduating and 
celebrating their Bat and Bar Mitzvot this 
summer. Congratulations to them! We also 
had to say goodbye to Ido, Ayelet and Ora, 
who will be returning to Israel in August. 
Thank you to them for two wonderful years 

of teaching and inspiring our children. We 
will miss them.

Next year we will not be having a 
Kindergarten class as we have to wait 
until we have a few more students. Please 
let we know if you have a child entering 
Kindergarten in public school so we can start 
planning for the next year.

As I have mentioned in previous articles, 
Hebrew School is celebrating 100 years of 
teaching. We are planning a celebration in 
January, 2013,and as part of this celebration, 
I am trying to gather as much information as 
I can about past students, teachers, stories, 
etc. Please contact me with any names, 

addresses, pictures, 
blackmail, worthy 
stories... that you 
have. I would love 
to invite as many as 
possible, and have a 
great archive of our 
past. My Hebrew 
School email is hebrewschool@sasktel.net.

Have a great summer. The new shlichim, 
Ari and Tamar, and I are excited about the 
new year. See you September 5, 2012 at 
registration day.
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Albert B. Sabin was 
born in Bialystok, Po-
land (then a part of 
Russia) August 26, 
1906, one of four chil-

dren of Tillie and Jacob Sabin. The family 
came to America in 1921, partly to escape the 
persecution of Jews, and settled in Patterson, 
New Jersey. Albert’s father was in the silk 
and manufacturing business. He attended high 
school in Patterson after taking a six-week 
cram course in English from two cousins. 
After graduating from high school, he studied 
dentistry, because his uncle who was a dentist, 
offered to finance his college education if he 
entered that profession. Three years later, 
however, Sabin became interested in medical 
research and graduated from New York Uni-
versity in 1928. He attended the university’s 
medical school and while there, did research 
on bacterial infections. He obtained his MD in 
1931. That summer a polio epidemic in New 
York influenced his choice of a research career 
on polio and other infectious diseases of the 
human nervous system.

He trained in internal medicine, pathology 
and surgery at Bellevue Hospital in New York 
City from 1931-1933. In 1934 he conducted 
research at the Lister Institute of Preven-
tive Medicine in England, then joined the 
Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research 
(now Rockefeller University). In 1939 he 
moved to Children’s Hospital in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. During World War II he was a lieuten-
ant colonel in the US Army Medical Corps 
and helped develop vaccines against dengue 
fever and Japanese Encephalitis. He was also 
instrumental in the successful vaccination of 
65,000 military personnel against the Japa-
nese type of polio.

After the war, Sabin continued his research 
on polio. He developed a vaccine that used 

live virus as opposed to Salk’s vaccine that 
used dead virus. Salk’s new vaccine had the 
drawback of requiring booster injections to 
be given periodically. Sabin, meanwhile, had 
been conducting experiments on obtaining a 
live polio virus pill to be taken orally since 
1952. Sabin and his associates took the oral 
live viruses before conducting experiments on 
select groups of people form 1955 to 1957. 
During this period, Salk’s vaccine was in use, 
but many virologists throughout the world 
believed Sabin had a superior vaccine.

The development of the Sabin polio vaccine 
was the culmination of 20 years of research on 
the nature, transmission and epidemiology of 
the three closely related virus types that cause 
poliomyelitis, more frequently called infantile 
paralysis. Sabin’s “live” virus vaccine began 
international testing through the World Health 
Organization in 1957 when large groups of 
children in Russia, Holland, Mexico, Chile, 
Sweden, and Japan received it. The United 
States Public Health Service endorsed his 
“live” virus vaccine for polio in 1961.

As a young doctor, Sabin once said he was 
struck by a “missionary zeal” to heal the sick. 
He insisted all along that not only would the 
vaccine be free, but that its administration 
would be free as well. Sabin would hold no 
patent on the vaccine he developed. He made 
no money from it. “There would have been 
nothing wrong with him having it patented,” 
said Dr. William K. Schubert, of Children’s 
Hospital in Cincinnati. “But that wasn’t Albert 
Sabin’s philosophy.”

Subsequently, Dr. Sabin turned his atten-
tion to investigating the relationship between 
viruses and cancer. In 1970, Dr. Sabin became 
president of the Weizmann Institute of Sci-
ence in Israel, but stepped down in November 
1972 because of a heart condition for which 
he later had open-heart surgery. He became 

a full-time expert consultant to the United 
States National Cancer Institute in 1974.

 Dr. Sabin continued into his eighties to 
have a powerful and significant impact on 
the international scientific community in his 
capacity as medical statesman, consultant, and 
lecturer. His 
c o n t r i b u -
tions were 
not just in 
the scientif-
ic realm but 
included a 
more global 
perspective 
of humani-
tarianism. 
He became 
a “courier 
of  peace” 
and fought the diseases of ignorance and 
poverty by espousing the same strategies of 
mutual trust and international cooperation that 
led to the conquest of poliomyelitis.

Upon his death in 1993, Sabin left his entire 
estate to the Weizmann Institute to be used 
for solar energy research. He believed that 
developing a viable alternative to exhaustible, 
polluting fossil fuels would provide a legacy 
for the world surpassing that of his work on 
the polio vaccine.

Editors Note: Stan Schroeder is the Editor 
of  Congregation Shir Ami’s “Shir Notes” in 
Los Angeles which also won a Gold Medal for 
“Bulletins.” He writes biographies of famous 
Jews and has offered to share them with us.

Biography: Albert Sabin 
by Stan Schroeder

Business Slipping Away?
Maybe you are paying too 

much for your steel?
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Bucket Service Available
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Used Steel and Pipe

INLAND STEEL PRODUCTS INC
President: Mark Ditlove

Saskatoon



TO	 GREETING	 FROM	 	 	

SaSkaTOON	JEwISh	FOuNdaTION
Ron Gitlin Thank you Janet Erikson   
June Avivi In honour of your 80th birthday Patricia Pavey

GladyS	&	GERRy	ROSE	FuNd
Golumbia Family In memory of your daughter-in-law, Susan Glady Rose      
Toby Rose In honour of your birthday David & Shimona Petroff
Anna Feldman In memory of your brother, Ken Glady Rose
June Avivi In honour of your 80th birthday Glady Rose
Bernie Kay In honour of your 80th birthday Glady Rose

MIklOS	(MIkE)	kaNITz	hOlOcauST	EducaTION	FuNd
Beverly & Jack Shiffman In honour of your 60th wedding anniversary Lisa, Harold, Millia, Judah  
    & Aaron Shiffman
June Avivi In honour of your 80th birthday Burna Purkin

NaTE	&	GRacE	GOlubOFF	FuNd
Joe & Colleen Golumbia & Family With condolences on the loss of your  Leila, Steven, Grace Goluboff 
   daughter-in-law, Susan   & Family
June Avivi In honour of your 80th birthday the Goluboff Family
Glady Rose Mazel tov on the birth of your great grandson the Goluboff Family
Randy & David Katzman Congratulations on winning the Gerry Rose  
 Volunteer Award the Goluboff Family
Sherry & Elaine Sharfe Congratulations on your 50th Wedding 
 Anniversary the Goluboff Family

ElaINE	&	ShERwOOd	ShaRFE	caNTORIal	FuNd
June Avivi In honour of your 80th birthday Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
 In memory of Marion Vickar Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
 In memory of Tillie Scharfstein Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
 In honour of the Board of Trustees Heather Fenyes

avIvI	yOuNG	ShlIchIM	FuNd
June Avivi In honour of your 80th birthday Kayla Hock
June Avivi  In honour of your 80th birthday Alan Rosenberg & Lesley-ann 
Crone
David Katzman Mazel Tov on being selected as recipient June Avivi 
   of the Gerry Rose Volunteer Award
Randy Katzman Mazel Tov on being selected as recipient June Avivi 
   of the Gerry Rose Volunteer Award
June Avivi  In honour of your 80th birthday Henrietta & Craig Goplen
June Avivi  In honour of your 80th birthday Cheryl Bermack, Aaron  
    & Ben Cohen
June Avivi  In honour of your 80th birthday Sheila Bermack
June Avivi  In honour of your 80th birthday Francine Bermack
June Avivi  In honour of your 80th birthday Shirley Kats
June Avivi  In honour of your 80th birthday Heather & Les Fenyes & Family
June Avivi In honour of your 80th birthday Lily & Ilya Pekurovski
June Avivi In honour of your 80th birthday Linda & Arnie Shaw & Family

claRa	GOluMbIa	FuNd
Joe Golumbia In honour of your 85 birthday  Alan Rosenberg  
    & Lesley-ann Crone  
     

The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:As my father planted for 

me before I was born,
So do I plant for those 
who will come after me.

from the Talmud

Your contribution, sent to:
Saskatoon Jewish Foundation

Congregation Agudas Israel,
715 McKinnon Avenue, Saskatoon

S7H 2G2
will be gratefully received and 

faithfully applied.
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group dynamics supersede liturgical and ritual 
concerns.  There are many sociological and 
even psychological aspects of clergy work in 
synagogues and Jewish communities. Both of 
these function almost like large families, com-
plete with inevitable disagreements that arise 
in almost all families, and that phenomenon 
interacts with liturgy and rituals. 

From this warm community I have learned 
yet more about the practical aspects of being 
a welcoming and inclusive religious commu-
nity.  It never ceases to amaze me the many 
ways in which our very small Jewish com-
munity interacts with and positively impacts 
the general community.  Wherever I go, this 
is one of many aspects of Agudas Israel that 
I will be talking about in glowing terms for 
the rest of my career. 

I do have some regrets:  not providing yet 
more hospitality for meals in my home, not 
teaching yet more adults to chant Torah and 
Haftarah, not making more progress in heal-
ing the rift in this Jewish community.  As of 

Hazzan’s Notes... from page 4

this writing, my M.A. Thesis is not yet fin-
ished, but it will be - thanks to all who have 
supported this endeavor.  Most of all, I regret 
any distress that I caused people through my 
unintentional mistakes.  

When I discussed with a new congregant the 
fact that this final Bulletin article would be a 
summary of my five years here, he shared a 
thought with me that may be a good way to 
encapsulate my journey with you.  He said, 
“From what I can see, you have provided this 
congregation with continuity and grounded-
ness.”  

Continuity, because I have tried to be a 
“good steward” of the local Minhag HaMak-
om of Agudas Israel, both in sacred music and 
ritual practice.  Groundedness, because I have 
tried to place my religious suggestions into the 
context of “middle-of-the-road” Jewish Tradi-
tion in general, and the religious principles of 
Conservative Judaism in particular. 

I do owe the Board a Thank You for the 
opportunity to pursue a Masters Degree at the 

U of S, and for being given the time to teach 
online and work on teaching software.  All of 
these have provided material for the teaching 
I have done in this congregation, both for 
adults and for B’nei Mitzvah students.  I am 
particularly indebted to Dr. David Kaplan for 
being my supervisor and mentor as I continue 
to prepare my M.A. Thesis.

As of this writing, I do not yet know where 
life will lead me next.  However, please know 
that spending the last five years working with 
you has had a powerful impact on my life, and 
I will take that with me wherever I may go 
and whatever I may do in the future.

As I have said each Yom Kippur from the 
Bimah, I apologize to everyone whom I may 
have inadvertently hurt.  I can only hope as 
you look back over these five years, you will 
be able to say, “Neil tried to be a Mentsch” 
- and that in some small way I have been a 
positive influence in your lives, as you have 
so positively impacted my life.  Thank you 
for a good five years together!

his intentions. We really don´t need either 
resources nor any special qualification; It is 
just with our hearts that we can go beyond our-
selves and transform the ones that are with us.

The basic idea of community is rooted in 
our tradition in the old institution of the Min-
yan. We learned the origins of that practice 
in Parshat Shlach Lecha, when the ten of the 
twelve explorers that Moses sent to the Land 
of Canaan showed us about the power that 
comes from unity. It is true that sometimes 
this power can have bad consequences, as in 
that story, but our sages understood that when 
used for a good cause it can achieve wonder-
ful goals, because the magic that comes from 
this sense of unity become much more than 
the sum of its parts. That´s the basic idea and 

the power of the Minyan: When we pray to-
gether we create a Kehila Kedosha, a sacred 
congregation, where the kavana, the intention 
that everyone puts, allows us to reach G-d in 
a way that is impossible to do in isolation.

As Jews, we have the blessing of going 
beyond our individualities not only during 
prayer but in every moment of our lives. We 
belong to communities because we know that 
there is nothing more beautiful than sharing 
our happy and sad moments with our fellow 
Jews. If we are willing to open our heart and 
share it with others, we can aspire to a life full 
of meaning and fulfillment. When we open the 
door to others in order to give them a part in 
our lives, we have the opportunity of living, 
every day, a more beautiful life.

Rabbi Claudio... from page 4

A few weeks before our arrival to Sas-
katoon and becoming the Rabbi of Agudas 
Israel, I want to invite you to be like the man 
of the story, the one who knew how to open 
his heart and share it with others in order to 
build community. As Jews we have the ongo-
ing challenge of giving the best of us for the 
purpose of growing in commitment, unity and 
spirituality. We can do it participating in the 
different activities that the community offers 
or dedicating some of our time to study Torah 
and praying together in the synagogue. We all 
have something to give and contribute to this 
beautiful community!

B´birchat shalom, with blessings of peace.

Other sponsors of the tour included the 
Saskatchewan Ministry of Advanced Educa-
tion, Employment and Immigration ($35,000), 
the University of Saskatchewan’s President’s 
Fund ($16,000) The Hanlon Centre For 
International Business Studies ($8,000) and 
Canadian Academics for Peace in the Middle 
East ($20,000) which coordinated the trip.

“No two people had the same response to 
the stimuli,” said Daphne Taras, dean of Ed-
wards School of Business. “It really affirmed 
that each individual who goes to Israel, finds 

different points of meaning, often in unpre-
dictable ways.”

A Hebrew language learning group for 
beginners is in the works for the summer and 
one of the students is applying for a CJPAC 
fellowships in Israel.

SK Students Explore Israel... from page 10

“The entire purpose of 
our existence 
is to overcome 

our negative habits.”
- Vilna Goan, Commentary to Mishlei 4:13
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of pain and sorrow, though I understand that 
their real grieving period will be when they 
get older.

I attended a workshop in Bar Ilan Univer-
sity, during which I had an assignment to write 
an article...so here it is.

The De-ligitimization of Israel
When confronting the question of de-

legitimization of Israel, as it is referred to 
lately in the Israeli public arena, we should 
begin by making a distinction between such a 
question and the de-legitimization of Israel’s 
policies - specifically those that relate to the 
Palestinians.

If the question one asks is whether a certain 
politician, journalist - or any critic of Israel - is 
de-legitimizing Israel, before even attempting 
to respond to such criticism, an assumption 
that the sheer existence of Israel is question-
able can be made. Well, is it? Even if we agree 
that Jews are an “invented” nation (though the 
majority of scholars from across the board do 
not agree to this assumption); that Israel is a 
colonialist state; that the Palestinians share 
the right to the land between the Jordan river 
and the Mediterranean - to accept such a 
question of [il]legitimacy is equal to ques-
tioning many other western and non-western 
states’ legitimacy. After all, it would be quite 
inadequate - very odd, at least - to question 
the legitimacy of enlightened states such as 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand and the U.S., 
all of which can be easily categorized as being 
states of “invented” nations or people, being 
[at least formerly] colonialist and of having 
a history of oppressing the indigenous people 
who lived on their land before they came into 
being. However, in these cases we criticize 

Tel Aviv Desk... from page 6
the policies, past and present, of such states 
- their existence is not to be questioned - and 
probably rightfully so.

That in hand, lets move on to another dis-
tinction, of semantics or wording or terminol-
ogy.  If by using the term “de-legitimization” 
of policies one means “criticism” then the 
term seems usable. Maybe not too appropriate, 
but legitimate. So, is there anything wrong 
in criticizing Israel or its policies? Of course 
not. On the contrary, it is a mitzvah. That is, 
if the terms used in such a debate are aimed 
at decision makers, at specific policies, apply 
to facts in order to prove points - and do not 
propagate hate (“apartheid”, “mass murder”, 
“ethnic cleansing”), make generalizations 
(“the Jews are...”) or insinuate bias (Israel’s 
“disproportionate use of force”) without 
presenting facts to back them up with. Once 
again, semantics or rhetoric.

This is why many Israelis feel that construc-
tive criticism of Israel’s policies sound all 

sacred purpose, a shared vision, is infused in 
everything we do. This session reminded us 
that we are not less than... we are all that!

The session entitled We Stand Taller 
Together - Successful Partnerships talked 
about the roles and responsibilities of the 
Rabbi and the lay leader. We looked at  how 
we can work together to accomplish the 
shared vision we have for our community. 
We each have important, but different 
strengths and communicating them and the 
expectations is the best way to move forward.

The Intentional Board was the next 
session and here we talked about roles 
and responsibilities of the board and the 
expectations for individual board members. 
This session dealt with issues such as 
defining our Mission and Purpose, creating 
effective policies, structures and plans, 
assessing performance, providing proper 

financial oversight, ensuring ethical and 
legal integrity, and monitoring program 
effectiveness....what a lot to think about! 

The idea of accountability in our volunteers 
was very interesting...how do we recruit 
volunteers and how do we keep people 
motivated and accountable for the jobs they 
agreed to do? What mentoring or training is 
needed? What feedback is necessary? Were 
there clear goals and were they met?

The lay leaders had a session on how our 
mission and vision affects the allocation 
of our kehilla’s resources, both financial 
(budgeting and fundraising) and human. In 
listening to the many leaders discuss the 
financial difficulties they have just to keep 
their doors open, I am again thankful for 
the leaders we have had in the past who 
made it a priority to ensure our financial 
stability, who saw it as their duty to ensure 

that this community would be around for 
our children’s children. It reinforced my 
commitment to ensure that we continue to 
walk in the path of fiscal responsibility.

Each of us who attended this conference 
left not only with new and effective ideas, 
an appreciation for the things in our own 
communities that are already working well, 
but also 25 new colleagues and friends...and 
a new appreciation for the work USCJ is 
doing to make their programs relevant to all.

The new year will bring many changes 
for our community... a new Rabbi, a new 
President, and new Shlichim. I know this 
training will help me navigate many of 
those changes in a way that will preserve 
the strong, effective board we have and 
volunteers we are blessed with. 
Shalom U’Lehitraot.

Size Matters... from page 5
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too often like de-legitimization, and to many 
Israelis such criticism sounds too hypocritical 
when it comes from representatives of enlight-
ened states and nations that just a moment ago, 
or right now (Iraq, Afghanistan) carried out 
similar policies, to say the least.

Having said all that, in no way do I think 
we should not be criticized even for things 
that were “allowed” in western society not so 
long ago. We should. Nor am I asking not to 
be judged by the highest standards possible 
(as opposed to double-standards). As a proud 
Israeli, and a Jew, I want to be part of a society 
that aims for values that sanctify life rather 
than death or land, that promotes equality, 
which dreams about and promotes peace. And 
I know that in order to do so, I sometimes 
need the constructive criticism of my fellows. 
So, let us all better chose our words, not for 
political correctness but in order to ensure an 
eye and mind opening experience aimed at 
improving the behavior of all parties involved.

           
Bus: (306) 242-6000  Cell: 241-1900

For
RESULTS, 
SERVICE &
EXPERIENCE
call me today. 
I look forward to working with you!

Member of REMAX 
Chairman Club

#3 Individual Awards 2011
Lifetime Achievement Award 2006

Saskatoon

Leila Goluboff
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On behalf of B’nai Brith, I would like 
to welcome each and every one of you here 
tonight, especially those people who could 
be at the lake enjoying perhaps the first nice 
weekend we have had this year.

Tonight, I would like to inform you of 
the incredible contributions our B’nai Brith 
Lodge, #739 has made to the health and 
prosperity of our community, the Province of 
Saskatchewan and finally, to our sponsorship 
of the B’nai Brith Screaming Chickens 
Hockey Team, which led to the ultimate 
success of Canada at the 2009 World Junior 
Championships in Ottawa.

With respect to the health of our local 
community, B’nai Brith many years ago, 
determined that to make a real impact in 
our community, we would have to focus our 
charitable giving.

We decided that the children of our 
community would be the centre of our 
charitable efforts.

To that end, we have supported many 
worthwhile programs targeted towards 
children, including Big Brothers, Big Sisters, 
Kinsmen Playground, Hospital Foundations, 
Inner City Piano Program. There are however, 
two initiates that we have undertaken that 
have brought us to the forefront of the 
charitable giving in the City of Saskatoon.

The first is the annual Christmas Turkey 
lunch program for the inner city and 
community schools of both the Public and 
Separate School systems. At the outset of 
the program,the cost of the turkeys was 
determined to be most expensive part of 
the luncheon project and B’nai Brith was 
approached and agreed to provide these 
funds which we have continued to contribute 
every year. In addition, we have always 
sponsored King George School where David 
was the principal, and we continue an annual 
contribution each and every year.

However, I would submit that what our 
B’nai Brith should be most proud of is being 
the first or lead sponsor of the Saskatchewan 
Children’s Hospital.

Two of the earliest proponents of the 
Saskatchewan Children’s Hospital were two 
of our own members of the Congregation 
— Dr. Alan Rosenberg and Dr. Jerry Yager. 
They approached our club approximately 26 
years ago and indicated that there were only 
two provinces — Saskatchewan and Prince 
Edward Island, that did not have a medical 
facility dedicated to the wellbeing of children. 
They needed $25,000.00 as seed money 
to start their efforts to raise money for this 
project. There was not much detail but we 

simply believed in them. A motion was made 
and quickly passed.

Through the efforts of the Board of the 
Children’s Hospital which my brother David 
has served on for approximately 15 years, 
they have received the necessary funding and 
gained sufficient public support that resulted 
in the provincial government approving the 
establishment of the Children’s Hospital in 
Saskatchewan.

And again, we were the lead sponsor.
We at B’nai Brith, are understandably quite 

proud of this contribution to the health of all 
of our children.

A few years ago, we then contributed the 
additional sum of $30,000.00 for further needs 
of the Children’s Hospital. This from a B’nai 
Brith Club which really consists of perhaps 20 
members, not all of whom are active.

It is interesting to further note that B’nai 
Brith took the position of lead sponsor of the 
Saskatoon Public School Board Foundation 
and made the first major contribution to 
this Foundation of $30,000.00 which would 
allow this Foundation to begin its fundraising 
efforts. Since our contribution three years ago, 
the Foundation has gone on to raise more than 
$1.2 million dollars and is well on its way to 
success.

What is not so well known, is the 
incredible contributions B’nai Brith through 
its sponsorship of the Screaming Chickens 
Hockey Team, has made to this province’s 
economy and as I said earlier, the 2009 World 
Junior Championships. I will now summarize 
how these have made such a significant 
impact.

The beginnings of the Screaming Chickens 
Hockey Team are not well documented. 
But, I would suggest that in 1972-73, the 
team started with a financial contribution 
for sweaters from B’nai Brith. There were 
some minor problems in the beginning of the 
team’s history.

We had enough players to take to the ice.
We even had money to rent the ice.
We even had equipment.
The problems were more technical. We 

didn’t have many players who could skate 
forward, fewer who could skate backwards.

Steve Livergant could skate backwards – 
so he was our defenseman.

Everyone else played forward but they 
were told they had to play a strong defensive 
game.

Initially, we didn’t play other teams. We 
could not find other teams that could match 
our ability.

To keep the interest of the players 

we always went for 
pizza when we were 
finished. To get fans 
to come watch us, we 
paid for their pizza.

As my mother 
noted many times, 
if you want Jewish 
people to attend an 
event, make sure 
there is food served 
immediately after the event.

Our team got better and we started playing 
other teams. Not in a league..... We were 
challenged to a game by the Baptists. We 
accepted the challenge.

We played the Baptists.
We lost - horribly. It was not pretty.
Then and there, we were able to determine 

what it would take to improve our team.
More practice, more training, positional 

play – no – that wouldn’t be enough. We had 
limited resources.

The answer was, our non-Jewish friends 
would bolster us. Especially those who could 
skate and hit and then protect us.

Casey Davis, Dave Turner, Duncan Nord, 
Gib Davis, who was really mean looking..... 
Neil Tulloch, Al McConnell, Jim Parker.... 
They joined our team through the years.

One year, we actually took our team to 
Calgary to play in some inter-provincial 
Jewish youth tournament.

We had trouble getting enough players. I’m 
not proud to say this, but we took some players 
and gave them Jewish names. Al McConnell 
became Al Con.

Jim Parker became Jim Stein. Our coach 
for that tournament was Casey, Davis. Casey 
had played with us, but due to a sports injury 
(he fell off a ladder) he hurt his knee and 
couldn’t play so he became our coach.

Now, as I said earlier, we bolstered our 
team with some non-Jewish players but we 
still had some weak links. Casey was faced 
with limited resources. But Casey was able to 
analyse what our strengths were, was able to 
manipulate ice time to give the better players 
more ice time and we were able to win the 
tournament with him at the helm. He made 
the most of what he had.

Casey is now the Chief Executive Officer 
and President of Morris Industries which 
provides farm implements to farmers 
throughout the world.

One of Morris Industries problems is 
that they are faced with limited resources. 
Sometimes they did not have enough 

B’nai Brith Gerry Rose Dinner and How The Screaming Chickens 
Helped the Canadian Junior Hockey Team Win the Gold Medal in 2009

by Randy Katzman, President

continued on page 17
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Yahrtzeits
July 6/7 Tammuz 16/17
Schulem Singer July 7 (17)
Faigel Lyons July 7 (17)
Harold Waldman July 7 (17)*
Maria Kolominsky July 7 (17)*
Jack Teskey July 8 (18)*
John Adelman July 8 (18)
Jack Sklar July 9 (19)*
Louis Pollock July 11 (21)*
Etta Gross July 11 (21)

July 13/14 Tammuz 23/24
Sarah Schacter July 13 (23)*
Sam Shafer July 13 (23)
Abraham Kassen July 14 (24)*
Sheila Krolik July 15 (25)*
Gerald Gitlin July 15 (25)*
Sarah Goodman July 16 (26)*
Joseph L. Brans July 16 (26)*
Nekhama Stone July 18 (28)
Lena Kassen July 18 (28)
Helen Teskey July 19 (29)*
Farhad Hebron July 19 (29)*
Nina Fogel July 19 (29)*

July 20/21 Av 1/2
Dolphy Neuman July 20 (Av 1)
Frances Paul July 20 (1)
Margret Poplack July 20 (1)
Vera Helfgott July 20 (1)*
Lloyd Landa July 20 (1)
Joseph Volansky July 21 (2)

Lucille Katzman July 21 (2)
Wilma Katzman July 21 (2)
Ruby Rosenberg July 24 (5)*
Etta Sonnenschein July 25 (6)*
Clara Epstein July 26 (7)

July 27/28 Av 8/9
Jacob Dragushan July 27 (8)
Hy Buller July 27 (8)*
Ben Ackerman July 27 (8)
Gussie Sass July 27 (8)
Ed Caplan July 27 (8)
Sura Kolominsky July 28 (9)*
Betty Sklar July 29 (10)
Helen Resnick July 29 (10)
Jacob Charach July 30 (11)
Peter Schachter July 30 (11)*
Max Wormann July 31 (12)*
Samuel Kassen July 31 (12)
Albert Kay July 31 (12)*
Ezra Avol Aug 1 (13)*
Claire Mendel Aug 1 (13)
Lillian Claman Aug 2 (14)*

August 3/4 Av 15/16
Estella Ginsberg Aug 3 (15)
Nttie Rabinovitch Aug 3 (15)
William Landa Aug 3 (15)*
Rita Collins Aug 3 (15)
David Sonnenschein Aug 4 (16)*
Anthony Lehrer Aug 4 (16)
Anna Rabkin Aug 5 (17)
Moses Berekson Aug 5 (17)
Edward Churchill Aug 5 (17)*
Louis Gelmon Aug 7 (19)*

Sidney Chapman Aug 8 (20)
Jack Sklar Aug 8 (20)*
Louis Goluboff Aug 8 (20)
Fay Ditlov Aug 9 (21)*
Leah Chertkow Aug 9 (21)*
Rose Baltzan Aug 9 (21)

August 10/11 Av 22/23
Saul Scharftsein Aug 10 (22)*
Aron Foulkles Aug 11 (23)
Pearl Adilman Aug 12 (24)
Chaim Wolfe Aug 13 (25)*
Solomon Livergant Aug 13 (25)*
Jack Sandbrand Aug 15 (27)
Harry Sklar Aug 16 (28)
Miriam Green Aug 16 (28)*
Mollie Shafer Aug 16 (28)*

August 17/18 Av 29/30
Samuel Shore Aug 17 (29)*
M. Trugman Aug 18 (30)
Fannie Groppre Aug 18 (30)*
Raisa Mondrus Aug 18 (30)
Leonard Landa Aug 19 (Elul 
1)*
Abram Katz Aug 19 (1)*
Rae Richman Aug 19 (1)*
Gertrude Weiner Aug 19 (1)
Harry Landa Aug 19 (1)*
Alvin Buckwold Aug 20 (2)*
David Diament Aug 20 (2)*
Neil Livergant Aug 20 (2)*
Fanny Feigenbaum Aug 22 (4)
Rena Shatzer Aug 23 (5)
Masha Zaitlen Aug 23 (5)

August 24/25 Elul 6/7
Joseph Sandbrand Aug 24 (6)*
Max Berenbom Aug 25 (7)*
Mary Pollock Aug 26 (8)
Betty Aarons Aug 26 (8)*
Eva Teplinsky Aug 26 (8)
Rebecca Tabachnicoff Aug 27 (9)
Josef Goldstein Aug 27 (9)
Sara Richman Aug 27 (9)*
Philip Raichman Aug 27 (9)
Saul Diament Aug 27 (9)
Herschel Diamond Aug 29 (11)*
Simon Korber Aug 29 (11)
Gertrude Helfgott Aug 30 (12)*
Greena Gelmon Aug 30 (12)*
Edith Blumes Aug 30 (12)
Rae Aarons Aug 30 (12)

August 31/Sept 1 Elul 13/14
Charles Kaplan Aug 31 (13)
Rose Gellman Sept 1 (14)
Yocheved Abelevsky Sept 1 (14)*
Benjamin Cohen Sept 2 (15)*
Lily Ludwig Sept 2 (15)
Louis Schulman Sept 2 (15)
Yosil Tzalkovich Sept 2 (15)
Eastwood Landa Sept 3 (16)
Minnie Fogel Sept 3 (16)
Cela Greenblat Sept 3 (16)
Anne Pavey Sept 5 (18)
Rebecca Claman Sept 5 (18)*
clara Friedman Sept 6 (19)
Katherine Cantin Sept 6 (19)*

equipment for all of the needs of the farmers 
and they had to make decisions as to how much 
equipment they could sell to a dealership or 
how much they could sell to a farmer. And 
obviously, it was through his dealing as coach 
of the Screaming Chickens and dealing with 
the limited resources he had, that has enabled 
him to go on to make Morris Industries 
one of the most successful companies in 
Saskatchewan and in the world. Obviously, 
this is directly attributed to his experience as 
coach with the Screaming Chickens. Casey, 
on behalf of B’nai Brith, you are welcome.

Now,I don’t want you to think that there 
weren’t any good Jewish hockey players.

Let me tell you that many of our players 
went on to play for some well known teams 
such as the Red Wings, Canadians, Flyers 
and Rangers.

Steve Livergant played for the Red Wings 
— Camrose Alberta. Jim and Grant Scharfstein 
played for the Canadians — Melfort, 
Saskatchewan. David Katzman played for 
the Rangers — Hafford, Saskatchewan. And 
I played for the Flyers - Prairie Trail Flyers 
of Kindersley, Saskatchewan.

In the beginning all the Jewish boys would 
stand up on the bench and they would yell 
at Scott Cherry, one of the Jewish players in 
a unified voice something like this, “Move 

your tuchus!” The goys of course, didn’t 
understand at first what we were saying but we 
explained to them what tuchus meant which 
of course is “rear end”. After they learned 
what this meant, they would stand up and in 
a unified voice join the Jewish players yelling 
to Dr. Scott Cherry, “Move your tuchus to this 
side of the blue line!” Eventually, Scott Cherry 
learned what that meant.

Neil Tulloch at first didn’t know what 
“tuchus” meant but it didn’t take him long to 
catch on and from this, Neil Tulloch who was 
a very good hockey player and led our team 
in goals scored, penalty minutes and game 
suspensions learned how to coach players as 
to the finer points of the game.

Now fast forward this to the year 
approximately 2000. Neil Tulloch is coaching 
minor hockey in Regina and one of his 
players is Jordan Eberle, now playing with 
the Edmonton Oilers of the NHL. Now, 
Jordan Eberle at a very young age displayed 
those abilities that enabled him to become a 
star in the NHL today. Always a great skater, 
great shooter with great anticipation but in 
those years he was not real big and his one 
weakness was perhaps positional play. Neil 
Tulloch as his coach would stress to him 
how important positional play was and that 

he could still score a lot of goals despite his 
size if he positioned himself properly and 
Neil told me that he used to often tell Jordan 
— “Jordan, you are not very big – you have 
to get your tuchus to the front of the net. You 
might have to be on the back door side – 
away from the play – but stay close to the net 
and the goals will come.” Neil would stress 
this over and over to Jordan in practice and 
Jordan would take this advice and become a 
prolific goal scorer. Jordan was selected to 
Team Canada’s under 20 team for the 2009 
World Junior Championships in Ottawa. In 
the semi-finals, on January 3, 2009, Eberle 
was named player of the game after scoring 
two goals from in close, in front of the net 
and the shoot-out winner against Russia in 
a 6-5 win. He scored his second goal of the 
night with just 5.4 seconds left in regulation 
to force extra time. They went on to defeat 
Sweden 5-1 in the final and the Canadians 
won the World Junior Championship based on 
Eberle’s outstanding contribution which was 
directly attributed to his coaching in minor 
hockey, he received from Neil Tulloch, which 
was directly attributable to Neil Tulloch’s 
experiences playing with the Screaming 
Chickens. And therefore, we are responsible 
for Team Canada’s success!

B’Nai Brith and The Screaming Chickens... from page 16
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The 22nd annual Silver Spoon Dinner 
started off with a bang – literally.  After a 
delay in start time due to a power outage from 
nearby transformer explosions underground, 
a sell-out crowd swarmed TCU Place.  Over 
one thousand ladies were dressed to the nines 
for what is billed as “Saskatoon’s Premiere 
Ladies’ Night Out”.

Despite the late start time and quick pro-
gram shuffle to accommodate the unforeseen 
circumstances, the crowd was in great spirits 
as they sipped champagne and martinis, while 
generously bidding on the wide array of silent 
auction items.  Hundreds of balloons were 
sold early in the evening, and then were simul-
taneously popped once everyone was seated.  
Hidden within the balloons were prize slips, 
one containing the grand prize, a trip for two  
anywhere in North America that Air Canada 
flies.  (Winner:  Nicole Rothery) There was 
also a 50/50 raffle and the lucky winner (Cara 
Bruce) received over $6000.

The dozens of prizes donated for the si-
lent auction, balloon pop and 50\50 raffle, 
all raised funds for four worthy organiza-
tions including Saskatoon Hadassah-WIZO, 
Congregation Agudas Israel  Jewish Com-
munity, Saskatoon Interval House and the 
Crisis Nursery.

Video presentations by both the Crisis 
Nursery and Saskatoon Interval House early 
in the evening’s program described the dire 
need for funds in order for both organizations 
to continue to assist women and children in 
need in our community.

The Saskatoon Crisis Nursery is a “home 
away from home for children whose families 
encounter a crisis”.  Since 1983, the Crisis 
Nursery has been offering a safe environment 

for newborns to children aged 12.  They are 
open 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  Chil-
dren may stay at the home until the crisis is 
alleviated, which typically ranges from a few 
hours to a few days.

Similarly, Saskatoon Interval House pro-
vides temporary emergency accommodations 
for children, but they also house their moth-
ers who have been forced to leave violent 
relationships for their own safety and for the 
safety of their children.  They offer additional 
services such as educational programming 
for both victims of family violence and the 
general public.

The Silver Spoon Dinner, in conjunction 
with CTV Saskatoon, annually recognizes a 
Saskatoon woman with the Sterling Award 
during the event.  Women who are nominated 
for this prestigious award are those whose 
ongoing voluntary contribution and service 
has enhanced the quality of life in our com-
munity.  The winner is typically a volunteer 
who has not previously won major accolades 
for her outstanding contributions.

This year’s Sterling Award winner, nomi-
nated by the Saskatchewan Abilities Council, 
was Dr. Ulla Nielsen.   Dr. Nielsen was de-
scribed as a “tireless and dedicated volunteer”.  
June Avivi, member of the selection 
committee, whole-heartedly agrees.  
She says that despite Dr. Nielsen living 
with multiple sclerosis, the non-prac-
ticing pediatrician has been extremely 
active, continuously advocating for 
both children and adults with disabili-
ties.  She has been extremely involved 
with Camp Easter Seal, as well as the 
Canadian Association of Physicians 
with Disabilities.  Her positive attitude 
and drive have made her a perfect 
example of a Sterling Award recipient.

While there was a serious tone at 
times during the gala event, much 
of the evening was spent chatting 
and laughing among friends and col-
leagues.  The laughing - along with 
some excited screaming 
– reached a peak during 
celebrity guest speaker, 
Shannon Tweed’s time 
on stage.

As a huge supporter 
of the Saskatoon SPCA, 
Tweed came on stage in-
troducing the room full 
of ladies to her adorable 
new SPCA dog who had 
yet to be named, inviting 

the energetic crowd to help name him.  Her 
pup was obviously not as used to being in 
front of an audience as Tweed clearly was, 
as he nervously relieved himself on the stage, 
to roars of laughter from both Tweed and the 
audience.

This set the tone for the next surprise, an 
appearance by Tweed’s infamous rock star 
husband, Gene Simmons.  While the KISS 
front man wowed everyone as he declared his 
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Shannon Tweed surprises the crowd by 
bringing her husband, KISS frontman Gene 
Simmons, to the stage
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continued on page 19
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undying love for Saskatoon native Shannon 
Tweed, whom after 28 years he finally wed 
on October 1, 2011 live on their reality show, 
it was Tweed who took center stage.  The 
former Playmate of the Year, candidly told of 
her humble beginnings as a prairie girl, and 
her rise to fame.

After her teen years in Saskatoon, Tweed 
left her mom and seven siblings and moved to 
Ontario, working as a waitress while she tried 
to get her foot in the door as a model.  She 
became involved in beauty pageants, and was 
named Miss Ottawa in 1978, and soon-after 
fourth runner-up in the Miss Canada Pageant.  

After much perseverance, Tweed’s career 
eventually started to take-off, and she had 

many television appearances ranging from 
The Dukes of Hazzard to Frasier to Days 
of our Lives.  She also appeared in many 
B movies, mostly playing sexy characters 
after being type-cast by her multiple stints in 
Playboy Magazine and brief relationship with 
Hugh Hefner.

Currently best known for her hit TV Show 
on A & E Gene Simmons Family Jewels, 
which is about to start its seventh season, 
Tweed is true to her reality TV character.  She 
is blunt and honest, at one point during her 
speech, laughing as she admitted that “nothing 
is real on me”.  At times vulgar, showing the 
audience a video of her laughing so hard she 
literally peed her pants during her stagette last 
year.  At other times, endearing, talking with 

such pride about the achievements of her two 
grown children and of her mom who was in 
attendance at the event, who single-handedly 
raised seven children.  Despite some of her 
more risqué comments, Tweed definitely 
entertained.

Shannon Tweed joined an impressive line-
up of past celebrity speakers at the Silver 
Spoon Dinner, including Dr. Ruth, Joan 
Rivers, Ivana Trump and Jann Arden.  Chair-
persons Linda Shaw and Heather Fenyes, 
along with their dedicated planning commit-
tee, work hard to find someone inspirational 
and entertaining to bring to Saskatoon each 
year.  After such a successful evening, many 
women are already anxiously awaiting who 
will headline next year’s gala event.
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“Some people like the Jews, and some do not.  But no 
thoughtful man can deny the fact that they are, beyond any 
question, the most formidable and the most remarkable 
race which has appeared in the world.”

Winston Churchill - Prime Minister of Great Britain

“Energy is the basis of everything.  Every Jew, no matter 
how insignificant, is engaged in some decisive and 
immediate pursuit of a goal… It is the most perpetual 
people of the earth…”

- Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
German dramatist, novelist and poet (1749 - 1832)


