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President: Heather Fenyes

Winners of the
11th Annual B’nai Brith
Gerry Rose Volunteer Award,

Marsha and Grant Scharfstein
by Glady Rose
B’nai Brith President Randy Katzman, Congregation Agudas Israel
President Heather Fenyes, Chazan Neil, Hebrew School students
and friends…
This year, as in all other years since the Gerry Rose Volunteer
Award was initiated, I was supposed to be joined here by members
of my family. This year, I was going to welcome my daughter-in-law
Marlene Kates and my son David Rose. Unfortunately, a nasty bug
is sweeping through their household, so you only get me.
Each year, as I continue to return to my roots, I marvel at the passage of time. I also continue to be grateful that I can still make this
sentimental journey that allows me to reminisce about an increasingly

Gladys Rose, Marsha and Grant Scharfstein,
and B'nai Brith President Randy Katzman

receding past.
As I stand here, I am very conscious of the changes in this Jewish
community and must mention the loss of Rabbi Roger Pavey and offer
again my personal condolences to our Patricia. I also want to congratulate you on the election of yet another woman as your President.
continued on page 16
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Golf $85 + cart fee. Dinner $30
Children 10 & under $10
Children under 6 Free

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR Mark von Eschen

652-9100

or call Ticketmaster 938-7800

Shakespeare on the Saskatchewan is an active member of the Professional Association of Canadian Theatres (PACT)
and operates within the jurisdiction of Canadian Actors’ Equity Association

RSVP David Katzman
at dl.katzman@sasktel.net
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Deadline for the next Bulletin is August 12, 2010

From Heather's Garden - President's Report

by Heather Fenyes, President
The sun is shining.
I’ve begun the relentless work in my
small flower patch.
I seed, weed, feel
proud, admire my
efforts and then days later repeat the process.
I know there’s a metaphor in my garden.
My garden is a tangible affirmation of
how kids “grow like weeds”. It helps me appreciate the on-going effort, nurture, water,
education and fertilizing that I tend to daily.
I am thankful for the extraordinary buds my
children are; not just the adults they will be –
but the flowers they already are. My children
help me appreciate process.
Our life in Congregation Agudas Israel
is my other favorite garden. Together, we
planted new seeds, and with a group of volunteer gardeners, we grew all kinds of things
floral, edible and inspirational. Our year, like

my garden was splashed with colors. This
year, we reaped the successes of all of the
remarkable programs we crammed between
September and July. The holidays were
marked and made special through services,
programs, parties and learning. Lunch and
learn, Breakfast club, limmud, cooking
classes, Hebrew school, seniors programs,
Silver Spoon and Plate dinners, Gerry Rose
volunteer recognition, and Sisterhood Shabbat filled an astonishing number of our days.
But more than a mark on our calendar, each
of these was a truly beautiful blossom of
substance and scent in our garden.
This year, we grew beautiful flowers. We
had wonderful schlichim; Noga and Ziv working with us. They brought their own unique
seeds that will continue to flower long after
they leave.
Together we shared in the loving, worrying,
listening, critiquing and praising that make us

“global gardeners”. We responded to tragedy
in Haiti, and engaged in discussions about a
dearth of religious, social and political realities that we cannot ignore. We held to our love
of Israel with an open eye, and ear to honest
and earnest understanding.
So many people participated in this process.
Some planted, some watered, others repeated.
All in all, we produced a bumper crop. I feel
proud and in awe of our beauty and effort.
As we wind down this year and take time
to nurture our own gardens, I invite each and
every one of you to consider how you would
like to involve yourself in our community next
year. As you soak up the summer, plant some
seeds of possibility – and then email me and
we’ll plan together.
May your summer be warm, your garden
be bountiful and your dreams and plans for
the year ahead bear fruit.
[fenyes@sasktel.net)

Hazzan’s
Notes: A New Siddur
by Hazzan Neil Schwartz
Several months ago
this column presented
an assessment of the
new Siddur that we
hope to gradually use
as a supplement for
our services. That
Siddur has finally arrived in Saskatoon, and this column will present a comparison of the sections we might use.
In our current Siddur Sim Shalom, our Friday evening service includes a preliminary
section called Kabbalat Shabbat in pages 254
through 268, the main body of the Shabbat
evening service (Sh’ma section and Silent
Amidah) in pages 279 through 302, and a
concluding section in pages 314 through 326.
The corresponding Kabbalat Shabbat preliminary section in our new Siddur is pages
111 through 126, and on pages 95 through
110 are several English readings and some
introductory Shabbat songs such as Shalom
Aleichem. The main body of the Friday evening service is pages 127 through 152, and
the concluding prayers are pages 309 through
321. Almost every prayer that we could possibly want to sing is transliterated.
On Shabbat morning we usually do a small
selection of Preliminary prayers between pages 10 and 88 in our current Siddur Sim Shalom,
and similar prayers are found between pages

164 through 180 in our new Siddur. As on
Friday evening, these are supplemented with
many new readings and additional Shabbat
songs.
In our current Siddur, the main body of
Shabbat morning services goes from page
334 through 364, including the Sh’ma section
and the Shacharit Amidah. These are found
in our new Siddur on pages 200 through 234
(with slight textual modifications), and there
are transliterations for almost all paragraphs
usually sung by our congregation.
The new Siddur offers three Torah Service
versions, and we will use Version One in pages
235 through 257, which matches our current
practice most closely (pages 394 through 426
in Siddur Sim Shalom). There are also two
versions of the Musaf Amidah offered, and we
will use Version Two in pages 278 through
288 in the new Siddur, which corresponds to
pages 428 through 440 in our current Siddur.
The concluding portion of our Shabbat
morning services is found in pages 506
through 514 in our current Siddur Sim Shalom,
and the equivalent section in our new Siddur
is pages 306 through 321. The only prayer
which is consistently missing in this British
Reform Siddur is the Reader’s Kaddish, and
that can be added in its usual places.
That one lack is more than made up for
by the fact that the entire second half of our

new Siddur is full of English readings and
reflections which can enrich our prayer time.
Whether we choose to read some of these
aloud, or to simply to suggest that you use
them for private study and reflection, this
wealth of new reading material far exceeds
that available in any other Siddur currently
in print.
As mentioned at the beginning of this column, we plan to use this new Siddur simply
as a supplement to our current Siddur. As you
become familiar with this resource, please let
us know your thoughts about its contents and
format, and how we can best use it.
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Editorial
by Steven Goluboff
By the time you read
this Bulletin either in
print or on line, I hope
that summer has truly arrived in its full glory and
warmth so that we can
all feel and enjoy the beauty of Saskatoon.
Much has happened in the past Synagogue
year and it is well – reviewed as President
Heather Fenyes chronicles the harvest of our
garden of achievements. Although we all need
a break from formal community activities, the
summer will not necessarily mean a complete
lull as several initiatives will be pursued over
the next few months. Our home on McKinnon
Avenue is an old one, well over 50 years and
with that a need for serious examination and
repair. Several years ago, to remind everyone,
we invested in major repairs to the structure
of the exterior of the building, to the tune of
many tens of thousands of dollars. We have ignored the actual space in which we pray, cook,
eat and play. Our Sisterhood, with the blessing
and support of the Board of Trustees, will engage in a total purging, cleaning and painting
of the kitchen, a task long overdue. While we
will contract outside sources to provide much
of the work, volunteers will be needed for a
short but intense period of time to prepare
the kitchen for what has to be done. That
process already began with the hard work of
members of Sisterhood on June 27th. Please
consider helping again when the call comes
out for another work bee. Our sanctuary has
not had a facelift for decades. For those of us
who attend synagogue, you will know what
I mean. We will replace the cushions in the
permanent pews of the first three rows and
hopefully consider installing new carpet in
that area. We have contracted our cleaning
company to do a thorough overhaul of every
nook and cranny of the building. After these
first initiatives, we may want to consider new
flooring in some areas. We should not expect
anything less of our synagogue home than our
personal home.
On a more cerebral and academic note, Dr.
Louis Horlick, has spearheaded a laudable
project to collect all of the writings of Rabbi
Roger Pavey that have been published in the
Bulletin over the last 20 years. Rabbi Pavey
wrote well over 100 formal columns – Kol
continued on page 15

FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY
The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel

Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home committed
to deepening the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in
the historical traditions of the Jewish people. We are a progressive, democratic and sensitive
congregation responding to the widest spectrum of Jewish thought and practice.
Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

CONGRATULATIONS and MAZEL TOV TO:
Steven and Leila Goluboff and Grace Goluboff on the birth of a
Grandson and Greatgrandson, Cohen Nathan James Goluboff-Munro,
son of Sarah Goluboff and Donnie Munro and a brother to Skyler.
Mickey and Lucille Narun, former members of CAI and page sponsors
of the Bulletin, on the birth of a grandson, Jack Lucas Lempera, the son
of Janis and RickLempera or Toronto
Bruce Cameron on the birth of a grandson, Liam David, son of Ian and
Catherine Cameron on Saskatoon
Gladys Rose whose grandson, Solomon Klein, son of Les Klein and Toby Rose of Toronto
has been accepted to a Master of Arts in Classics program with concentration in classical
art and archaeology at the university in Boulder, Colorado.
Noah Fenyes, son of Heather and Leslie, who has graduated from Grade 12 and will be
attending the University of Western Ontario in the fall.
SHALOM AND YASHER KOACH
Marvin and Helen Bernstein who will be returning to Toronto. Marvin has been the
Child’s Advocate for the Province of Saskatchewan.
Noga and Ziv Shahan who have completed their Shlichut in Saskatoon.
CONDOLENCES TO:
Jean Scharfstein and family on the death of Jean’s brother George McWhillie
of Watrous, Sask on April 3rd, 2010.
Dr. Lou and Ruth Horlick on the death of Lou’s sister Sarah Slutsky of Montreal.
GET WELL WISHES TO:
Petty Landa in Toronto.
UNVEILINGS:
An Unveiling of the headstone memorializing Irene Blum - Sunday, July 11th, 11 am
at Agudas Israel Cemetery. Family and friends are invited to the reception at the Saskatoon
Funeral Home Edwards Center on 3rd Avenue and 25th St.
An Unveiling of the headstone memorializing Anne Gitlin – Sunday, August 22nd,
11 am at Agudas Israel Cemetery.
An Unveiling of headstone memorializing Rabbi Roger Pavey – Sunday , August 29th
11 am at Agudas Israel Cemetery.
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Letters to the Hebrews from a Good Catholic Boy

by Donald Ward

Donald Ward, an award-winning author, is associate editor of the Prairie Messenger, a weekly Catholic newspaper
published by the Benedictine monks of St. Peter’s Abbey in Muenster, Sask.

The race of humans

There is a natural
tendency among
humankind to label
things. Much of it is necessary, some of it is
for the sake of convenience, and a small but
significant part of it is arbitrary.
We label the bottles in our medicine cabinets so that we do not take the wrong concoction and poison ourselves. We label the books
on the shelf so that we don’t have to turn over
half a library to find a particular volume. On a
higher level, we label ourselves male and female in recognition of a fundamental biological fact. Similarly, we name our children, not
for convenience but to give them an identity
that they will carry with them throughout their
lives. We label our relationships — mother,
father, husband, wife, friend — because we
live in relation to other people and it would be
impossible to lead a rational life if we could
not define ourselves accordingly. Labels, in
fact, are the basis of communication: if we
cannot name the things and the people we are
talking about, we cannot hope to convey any
kind of human meaning.
For convenience, we erect boundaries and
label one place Saskatchewan and another
Manitoba, although there is no palpable difference between the people who live in one
province and those who live in the other. This

by Heather Fenyes

is less true of nations, perhaps, but even there
the boundaries are usually invisible. They
become less than convenient when we start
to argue over them, and they become fatal
when we raise armies to defend them. Still,
even these labels can be necessary from time
to time, as Augustine of Hippo was at pains
to point out in his “just war” theory. When the
Nazis invaded Poland, they were not simply
crossing an invisible boundary; they were
descending into barbarism, and the nations of
the free world had little choice but to take arms
against them. The label “Nazi” may have been
convenient to the Nazis themselves, but to the
vast majority of humankind, no other word
can describe the political party that came to
power in the darkest years of the 20th century
and a philosophy that remains abhorrent to
civilized people.
The Nazis used labels freely to advance
their agenda. They were all based on race, and
they were all arbitrary. The Jews, the blacks,
the gypsies, the Slavs: all were derogated in
the Nazi mind as inferior races, and Hitler felt
no compunction about trying to exterminate
them. More recently, we have seen the savage
results of “ethnic cleansing” in the Balkans
and deliberate genocide in Somalia, Rwanda,
and Sudan.
“There are no more devils in hell,” said one

eloquent observer. “They are all in Somalia.”
Denying the evidence of their senses, the
warlords of Europe and Africa saw their victims as less than human, and were therefore
allowed to become less than human themselves. It was an inevitable result of labelling
people according to race or tribe. But these
words mean less and less the more we learn
about the human person. The sciences of biology and genetics have proved beyond doubt
that we are far more alike one another than
we could have imagined — so alike, in fact,
that the old and dangerous habit of classifying
people according to tribe or appearance has
become virtually meaningless. A white person
who is lactose intolerant is genetically more
similar to a lactose-intolerant black person
than he is to other white people who are not
lactose intolerant.
Which is just a roundabout way of saying
that, no matter who you are, if you kill me,
you are killing your brother.
We have known this all along, of course.
It’s in the Hebrew scriptures: “G-d created
humankind in his image . . . male and female
he created them.”
There is one human race. On earth, there
is no other.

Shalom to Ziv and Noga

The worst thing about an otherwise perfect
program is this – saying goodbye. Each time
we open our community and hearts to a new
couple, and each time we say good-bye a
piece of our hearts goes back to Israel with
them. Without exception, we feel that way
about Noga and Ziv.
Noga and Ziv have followed in some wellformed steps and added their own unique
fabulous flare along the way.
They brought learning, and spirit, and song,
and cooking to our community in a way that
will never be forgotten. Ziv’s love and passion
for Jewish education was a force in Hebrew
school, adult limmud learning and here in his
inspiritng d’vrei torahs. Noga’s flare, animation and energy radiated through the Hebrew
school, the Purim party, and the kitchen.
Together their love of this community translated to concrete and innumerable gifts that
we received all year long. They have made a

profound difference in the lives of our community and our families.
As our Gabbi for the past many months,
Noga made sure that everybody in our Shabbat minyan felt included and welcome. Lately
she has begun leading musaf. Her beautiful
voice has been a gift. Ziv’s d’vri torah’s are
remarkable. He is a true Jewish scholar who
leads the torah service with special kavannah.
Those of us who watched Noga’s performance as the Evil Ms. Hamigan are still smiling – and anybody who heard Ziv’s chicken
calls as he cheered on the Screaming Chickens
will hear them echo even next year when the
team re-unites!
Together they touched the lives of so many
within our community and through all of the
outreach they did with local churches and
schools.
My house will be much emptier without
their humor and energy in our kitchen. I know

it’s time for them to leave because Leslie has
gained 10 pounds from Noga’s spectacular
desserts that she has showered us with all
year. Once or twice a week we are treated to
a decadent dessert – and there have been no
repeats. Impressive – and fattening!
More than an empty spot in my kitchen,
Noga and Ziv, you will live a large empty
place in the hearts’ of my family. Nights of
song, food, laughter, movies, politics and
love will be sorely missed. You are officially
members of the Fenyes family and as such,
the good-bye won’t be easier, but the love
will be life-long.
Most of all, Noga and Ziv, the Fenyes’ and
Congregation Agudas Israel will miss your
goodness and generous spirit. Thank you for
all you gave us. May you go from strength
to greater strength and carry a piece of your
Saskatoon family with you forever.

This page is sponsored by Mickey and Lucille Narun of Toronto and Dr. David and Cheryl Singer of Winnipeg.
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by Noga and Ziv Shahan

Our "Shlichut' in Saskatoon

How can we sum up such a life changing
year into a certain amount of words ?
How can we even start to describe the huge
change we went through this year, the emotions, the friends and family we gained here?
We think we’ll start with two words that
reflect our feeling:
Thank you! הבר הדות
Not in our wildest dreams did we imagine
that this year would be so meaningful to us.
We came here with six boxes of clothes and
books, and we’re going back with an overweight of love and amazing experiences!
Our beginning here was not easy: Getting
used to the weather of course, getting to know
new people, learn new things, getting used to
the Canadian mentality…
But as the year went by, it all became easier.
With every week that went by, we fell in-love
with our amazing Hebrew school students;
we had fun with the JSA students, and participated in meaningful community events.
We came here with a lot of expectations
and plans, but also with many fears and a
sense of insecurity. How
will we bring Israel to this
community? How will we
explain our Jewish beliefs
that might be different than
yours? How will we get
people to like us ? What
meaningful things can we
do here, with such a short
time?
Apparently, the answers
were easier then we thought. Israel is in the
heart of this community. Maybe we brought
some new Israeli spirit and mentality, maybe
some Hebrew but it was only to make this
special connection stronger. As for our Jewish
beliefs. We gained a whole new perspective
about Judaism here. What makes this community so strong is the fact that Judaism is
being chosen here, in every Jewish home,

every day. We found that to be
amazing, and we think that it
will change the way we choose
to express out Judaism back at
home, in Israel.
As for liking us… Before we
came here, we heard promises
about being already loved, even
before people get to know us.
We thought this can’t be true,
but it was so so true. We felt
loved, we felt welcomed, we
felt appreciated, and we felt
like we got to our home away
from home.
As for the meaningful experiences, this Bulletin is not
long enough to capture how meaningful this
year was to us. Every plan and dream we
came here with came to life with your support. Whether it was cooking classes, Jewish
learning classes, participating in services or
just hosting friends in our home- you helped
all of these come to be.

Business Slipping Away?

Successful investing
starts with
CIBC Wood Gundy

What makes this community so
strong is the fact that Judaism
is being chosen here, in every
Jewish home, every day.

Maybe you are paying too
much for your steel?
Call Toll Free:

1-800-667-5353

Bucket Service Available
New Steel and Pipe
Used Steel and Pipe

INLAND STEEL PRODUCTS INC
President: Mark Ditlove
Saskatoon

Many people asked us, after they saw
the sadness in our eyes about leaving, why
haven’t we chosen to stay for one more year.
This was certainly not an easy decision we
had to make. Besides the obvious fact that
we miss our friends and family in Israel, time
goes by and it is time for us to settle and start
our life in Israel (which sometimes we wish
was a bit more easy as life here) To develop

CIBC

our careers, to build our home and our family.
Thank you again, to all this community, for
allowing us to be a part of your life.
Thank you to our Saskatoonian family, to
our dear friends, co-workers and all the people
that helped us experience the most amazing
year of our lives here, in the beautiful city of
Saskatoon.
We wish the new Shlichim, Ido and Ayelet,
the best of luck. We made it very clear that
they are getting the best community in the
“young Shlichim” program, and we are sure
you are going to enjoy their work here.
It is never easy saying goodbye, so we
prefer to use the Hebrew word  תוארתהלthat
means: "See you", because we are hoping to
see each and every one of you in our home in
Haifa. And also, as you probably learned, we
love to travel, so Saskatoon will get a special
priority on our itinerary next time we come
to Canada.
“Home is where your heart is”… We
know we will always have a home here in
Saskatoon.
With all our love and appreciation,
Noga and Ziv (and Shoofi…) Shaham.

CUELENAERE, KENDALL
KATZMAN
RICHARDS

&

Barristers, Solicitors and Mediators

RANDY KATZMAN

Wood Gundy

B.Comm., LL.B.

Ron Holmes

(306) 653-5000
Fax: (306) 652-4171

CIBC Wood Gundy is a division of CIBC World Markets
Inc., a subsidiary of CIBC and Member CIPF

5th Floor, Atrium Place, #510, 128 - 4th Avenue S.,
Saskatoon, S7K 1M8

(306) 975-3818 or 1-800-561-3800
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by Lou Horlick

The Book of Ruth

A short book-all of possible wife for Boaz. It is the time of the was probably post Isaiah II, when Judaism
five pages long -one barley harvest and she directs Ruth to go and was becoming a universal faith (post third
of the five ‘megilloth’ “glean” in Boaz’ fields. Ruth is an industrious century BCE) and not just a tribal religion.
or ‘historical books’ of worker and is soon noted by the supervisor. Ruth’s conversion is the only such event
the Old Testament. It is Boaz sees her in the field and is told by his recorded in the Bible.
It raises the question-‘why do people conassociated with (a) the field boss that she is a good worker. He directs
vert
to Judaism?’
the
‘boss
man’
to
make
sure
that
she
is
not
festival of shavuot or
They may already be living in a Jewish
harvest, and (b) with the principle of conver- molested by any of the other young men and
sion to Judaism. Most scholars think it is late, that she is allowed to glean in the best parts milieu, and conversion makes their lives
easier, or they find Judaism more acceptable
post Ezra, and is a defence of the ‘universal- of his field.
morally. Rabbi Pavey likened them to ‘UnitarThe
whole
story
when
subjected
to
analysis,
ist’ aspects of Judaism. It is an opposition to
Ezra’s narrow mindedness, and affirms that is a ‘set up’. Naomi has probably told Boaz ians’, people with liberal humanitarian values.
others can become Jews. According to Rabbi about Ruth and has promoted her as a likely He said “many converts see Judaism as a
Pavey, the language is ‘neat, biblical Hebrew wife for him (so he would not die intestate and desirable religious system, while born Jews
at its best, and probably ‘post Deuteronomy’ have the property pass out of his immediate see it as an ethnic club.” He also pointed out
family). Boaz is interested. Ruth is protected that conversion is an agreement in which the
(300-400 BCE).
It is an historical romance, and probably from molestation by the young male workers, partners “don’t know all the small print in the
does not come from the time of the Judges and Boaz directs his supervisor to allow her to marriage agreement.” It is Ruth saying to her
despite the opening paragraph which states take home far more grain than usual. Naomi mother in law “not only am I joining your
“Now it came to pass in the days when the now directs Ruth to seek out where Boaz group and accepting your God, but I’m takJudges ruled and there was a famine in the sleeps in the field, and when the time is right, ing on your experiences as well.” A secularist
land…a man went out from Bethlehem in ‘to sleep near him and to uncover his feet’ could argue that the relationship is between a
Judah to dwell in the fields of Moab (Trans- that night. Boaz wakens during the night and new member of the community and the comjordan), he and his wife and his two sons. And is initially alarmed to find a woman sleeping munity as a whole. Ruth is not only joining
the name of the man was Elimelech, and the next to him, for he fears that she may be a Judaism but she is leading her mother in law
name of his wife was Naomi, and the names vampire. He checks to see if she is wearing to a better understanding of it.
Rabbi Pavey explained the Halakhic apof his two sons Mahlon and Chilion, and the a wig, as vampires were thought to wear in
names of their wives Orpah and Ruth.Within those times. Ruth reassures him that she isn’t proach to conversion as follows; "first you
a short period of time (ten years) Elimelech a vampire. She says “I am your handmaid must explain all the problems that are implicit
and his two sons died and Naomi was left with (which she isn’t) and says “spread your gar- in conversion and then you must teach the
her two daughters in law. Naomi has ‘heard’ ment over me” (in other words ‘adopt me or convert the rules of Judaism." It is time to
break down the barriers to conversion. Judathat the Lord ‘has visited his people in giving espouse me’).
What is the most important issue in the story ism is a spiritual path and can be attractive to
them bread’ and ‘menuchah’ which means
rest or security or tranquility. In those times a of Ruth? It is the story of the first conversion many people. It is not a mass phenomenon,
single woman would not be secure without a of a non Jewish woman to Judaism. Ruth who yet the orthodox rabbis find it threatening.
husband. Naomi decides to return to the land is a Moabess decides to become a Jew. She They see Judaism as an ethnic rather than as
of Judah and urges her daughters-in-law to says “Your God will be my God, your people a spiritual entity. They are afraid of change,
will be my people.” We have no evidence that and spirituality causes them concern.
return to their homes of origin.
“Go back each of you to your mothers such a notion was possible until fairly late in
home.,” she exhorts them. Orpah leaves, but Jewish history. King Solomon’s wives lived Editor's Note: Lou Horlick is a retired cardiRuth decides to stay with Naomi and to adopt in the community but were not Jews. Ruth ologist, member of the Board of CAI, and a
her religion “your God will be my God and could have assimilated into the community regular at Shabbat morning services.
your people will be my people”. . .the first without conversion. The time of this event
recorded conversion to Judaism.
Both Naomi and Ruth are in an anomalous
position. In order to survive they require the
protection of a male member of the community.
C H A R T E R E D A C C O U N T A NTS
Naomi has a relative, Boaz, who is an
Keith Thomson
B.Comm. CA
Paul S. Jaspar
FCA
important member of the Jewish community.
Brian Turnquist
B.Comm. CA
He is related to her late husband Elimelech.
Michael Gorniak
B.Comm. CA
He is an ‘ish gibor’, a hero or mighty man
•Accounting & Auditing
with strength of character, who can provide
•Personal & Corporate Tax Planning & Preparation
her with the protection she seeks. Ruth ‘the
• Computer Consulting, Training & Monthly Processing
•Financial Planning & Loan Proposals
Moabitess’ has declared herself a Jew, but has
•Estate Planning •Farm Taxation & NISA Forms
not yet been accepted by the community. What
•Business Plans •Litigation Support •Business Valuations
SASKATOON
happens next is not entirely clear. Boaz is a
810 Circle Dr. E
2105 8th St. E.
widower with no issue, and if he dies, the land
244-4414 Fax: 244-1545
at Millar Ave
at Grosvenor
will pass out of the immediate family. Naomi
200 - 128 - 4th Avenue South, Saskatoon
933-1986
955-1989
has probably decided to promote Ruth as a
This page is sponsored by Arnold z’l & Claire Golumbia of Vancouver
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by Karen Dawson, President
Women's League
for Conservative
Judaism is the largest synagogue based
women's organization in the world. As
an active arm of the
Conservative/Masorti movement, we provide
service to hundreds of affiliated women's
groups in synagogues across North America
and to thousands of women worldwide.
Each person has a voice. Many voices together - make a difference. We invite you
to add your voice to the largest network of
synagogue women in the world. Membership
in Women's League offers you the opportunity
to be heard. Your voice does have an impact!
EXPLORE WOMEN'S LEAGUE at
www.WLCJ.org. Here as a member, you will
be able to:
SHARE with social action and community
service guides, Israeli programming, archive
of past issues of Ba'Olam.
LEARN with Divrei Hokhmah, Days of
Study packets, special units on the environment (Yom Yarok-Green Day) and mitzvot

Sisterhood Report

(Mitzvat Yomit),guidelines for Rosh Chodesh
groups, and new material every year.
LINK to sisterhoods using guides for membership, publicity, fundraising, parliamentary
procedure, surveys, publicity tools, and more.
Enhance Jewish LIVING with crafts, holiday materials, book club selections and newsletters for book lovers, and program scripts.
WOMEN'S LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP
BENEFITS
BE INFORMED
...about women's issues, world communities, crafts, the family, Jewish traditions.
Publications are available on an array of topics
from world affairs to Judaic studies.
BE ENRICHED
...by sharing ideas with members of an
international network. Leadership Institutes
boost leadership skills while Women's League
educational programs enhance Jewish knowledge.
BE INVOLVED
... through your representation in internationally recognized organizations.

Participate in local projects to better the
lives of those in need.
BE INSPIRED
... and make your personal mark on your
community and your family. Be motivated
at regional and international conferences and
conventions.
It has been a privilege and honor to serve as
President of Congregation Agudas Israel Sisterhood. I look forward to continued affiliation
with WLCJ, and encourage all women in the
community to explore the website to find out
more about this exciting, important organization for Jewish women. After the summer
months, an opening meeting will be called
and new memberships will be welcome. As
Jewish women, we stand stronger with each
other. L'dor Va-dor. Each person has a voice
- many voices together, make the difference.
Have a great summer!
Editor's Note: Karen is completing her long
term as President and will be spending the
fall and winter in Scottsdale.

Cemetery Report

RAIN, WINTERKILL, AND FRUSTRATION

by Ralph Katzman - Chair Cemetery Committee
Spring cleanup of
the Hebrew Cemetery has been under
way since the beginning of April, but
it has been an enormous challenge given the huge amounts of
rain we have received!
It has been a continuous challenge to keep
the grass cut insofar as there have been hardly
any dry days, but cut it has been.
We have experienced a great deal of winterkill of the potentilla shrubs at the head of most
graves, resulting in our having to prune very
vigorously. If you visit the cemetery, please
don't be alarmed at the state of the potentilla.
We believe they will all come back to health,
given the pruning which has taken place. In
some cases it has been necessary to prune
right back to the ground, but they will come
back this summer. In the event that some few
don't, then they will be replaced in late summer or early fall.
Because of the rain, the building of the new
storage and Chevra Kadisha structure is at a
standstill. While the gravel and re-bar has
been installed for some four weeks now, there
has not been an adequate number of dry days

for the concrete to be poured. So we now optimistically project a completion date in July.
With the completion of this building, the main
entrance gate will be the one used in future.
The remaining curbs around graves have
been removed this spring, and we thank Inland Steel for hauling away the many tons of
concrete. The removal of the curbs will cut
labour times for cutting and trimming grass
considerably. New sod will be installed in
the place of the curbs in mid-July (if it ever
stops raining).
There are five unveilings scheduled for
this summer.
We presently have one fulltime employee,
a summer student, and two Urban Camp employees as well as myself.
We are still accepting donations of garden
tools, so if you are moving or have additional
tools you wish to get rid of, please call me at
931-2468 and we will arrange to have them
picked up. A small fridge for the new building
would also be welcome.
We will have two storage sheds for sale later
this year, when our new building is completed.
They are as follows:
One shed is wooden and is 8 ft x 12 ft. The
other is an aluminum clad former truck box,

also 8 x 12 ft. If you are interested in purchasing either one, please call me.
Our owl family is back for the second year
- a mother, father and two new babies..
The cemetery presents a peaceful park-like
atmosphere, and you are most welcome to
visit any time. The coffee is on from 9-1,
Monday through Thursday.
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Hadassah-WIZO News

CHW is Canada’s leading Jewish women’s philanthropic organization. Founded in
1917, CHW is non-political, volunteer driven and funds a multitude of programs and
projects for Children, Healthcare and Women in Israel and Canada.
by Linda Shaw

Summertime and
(hopefully) CHW Saskatoon women are taking it easy. We’ve earned a bit of a breather.
Our largest project, the Silver Spoon Dinner,
May 10th was a big success! Relax and enjoy
the sunshine??? and be ready to be active
Hadassah-WIZO members come September.
Spend the summer looking forward to our
opening meeting after the High Holidays.
At the end of April I attended the National
Executive Board Meetings in Toronto. It’s
wonderful to get together with 65 dedicated, energetic and enthusiastic Canadian
Hadassah-WIZO leaders. It was the “shot in
the arm” that I needed. We discussed many
new ideas to attract members and creative
ways to increase fundraising, with lots of

information on using the internet and social
media. Take a look at the spiffy new CHW
website: www.chw.ca . The financial report
given at the meeting was one we members can
be proud of. Our income is up, our money to
our projects in Israel is up and our expenses
are well in-line. National President Marla
Dan was optimistic about the future of our
organization and enthusiastic about the vital
projects we support.
As president of Saskatoon HadassahWIZO, I was so proud of Leila Hesselson for
her presentation to the women at the NEB
meeting. (What a cutie!) She used the meeting to launch her compilation of a book about
how we survive as Jews in small communities
and how we connect to other Jewish people in
remote places in our travels. Her enthusiasm

and passion for the project was infectious.
The women there were all keen to learn more
and also anxious for her to meet their sons and
grandsons. I hope you take the time to write
something for her a.s.a.p. and to buy the book
when it comes out. Wouldn’t it be great to be
a published writer! Get full details at www.
chw.ca/ychw/en/page/279/ . All proceeds will
go to Hadassah.
Remember & use Hadassah-WIZO cards
for every occasion. Call Dianne G.@ 6525916. She doesn’t take the summer off.
Until September,
Linda Shaw

The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:

TO

As my father planted for
me before I was born,
So do I plant for those
who will come after me.

from the Talmud

Your contribution, sent to:
Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
Congregation Agudas Israel,
715 McKinnon Avenue, Saskatoon
S7H 2G2
will be gratefully received and
faithfully applied.

GREETING

Saskatoon Jewish Foundation

FROM

Gladys & Gerry Rose fund
Mirka Pollak
In honour of your 90th birthday
Gladys Rose
Gladys Rose 		
Naomi Rose & Stan Sinai		
					
Nate & Grace GoLuboff Fund
Steven & Leila Goluboff
Mazel Tov on the birth of your grandson
Mark & Wendy Ditlove
Grace Goluboff
Mazel Tov on the birth of your great grandson Mark & Wendy Ditlove
Marsha & Grant Scharfstein
Mazel Tov on receiving the B’nai Brith
The Goluboff Family
Gerry Rose Volunteer Award			
Steven & Leila Goluboff
Mazel Tov on the birth of your grandson
Pauline Laimon
Grace Goluboff
Mazel Tov on the birth of your great grandson Pauline Laimon
Linda Shaw
In honour of your 60th birthday
The Goluboff Family
Petty Landa
Get well wishes
The Goluboff Family
Lou Horlick
Condolences on the loss of your sister
The Goluboff Family
Sarah Slutsky
Rabbi Roger Pavey Tikkun Olam fund
Jose & Stephanie
Congratulations on your new home
Ned Garstad
Hazzan Neil Schwartz
Thank you
Ned Garstad			
					
Avivi Young Shlichim fund
Elizabeth Brewster
Congratulations on your 10th anniversary
June Avivi
of membership in Congregation agudas Israel
Barney Charach
Condolences on the passing of your sister, Rita June Avivi
Judit Singer & Family
In memory of Arieh Singer
June Avivi

This Page is Sponsored by Saskatoon Hadassah WIZO
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by Dale Sands
I have acquired
another book that is
focused on a nature
based relation to Hashem. It is called a Wild
Faith by Rabbi Mike
Comins. He runs an
organization called Torah Trek. With Torah
Trek he takes people out in the wilderness and
gets them away from distractions of any kind
to be able to focus on their awareness of the
natural world around them.
Rabbi Comins was raised
Orthodox, went to yeshiva
and to quote him “lived a
religious Israeli life. “ It
was while out in the desert
and praying that he started
to realize there was something deeper going on than
just the religious part of
Judaism.
He started seeing the
Psalms and feeling the way
the Psalmist must have felt
when writing them, describing the majesty of God in
the wilderness. This gave
him the way to articulate
what he was feeling in the
wilderness but wasn’t getting from Judaism or the Jewish community.
This led him to become a guide in spiritual
desert retreats and later to establish Torah
Trek.
Rabbi Comins also mentions in a general
sense that there are two types of Jews these
days, Wilderness Jews and Religious Jews.
Wilderness Jews find a very deep connection
to God in the wilderness; they will be the ones
running the canoe rental places and outdoor
adventure places and have a hard time connecting with the formalities of Judaism. On
the other side are the Religious Jews who find
deep connections through the Siddur, giving
tzedakah, and socializing in the community.
The trick we need to learn is to find the mix
for each person.
As my spiritual journey has continued since
2008 I find myself on both sides of the line.
When I need a nature break I don’t have to
go far. For me going to the river along Spadina
Ave. has allowed me to have two very deep
encounters that have tied me to this place
(Makom).
The first thing that attracted me to the river
of course was the birds that are there during
the summer. There are not too many places
left where you can see pelicans at that close

Wilderness and Hashem
a distance just waiting for the fish to come.
The Canada Geese and other types of birds
that gather there is amazing. The best part is
being able to get that close to the river, in it if
you want. I have lived in several river cities
in the US and most of them you can’t reach
the water anymore.
The walking trail along Spadina can have
three levels of experience. The first level is the
paved surface where you look at great scenery,
feel the breeze and can get some exercise. The
second level is taking the dirt trail. On that

part you are surrounded by trees, bush, and
birds close by. This is where I had my first
deep encounter last summer.
When I was younger camping was a regular
affair every summer. We would go every long
weekend if we weren’t going to visit relatives.
Part of the joy for me was running around
barefoot. I always felt so free without shoes,
to be able to feel the sand or dirt under my feet
was a joyful experience. I hate being an adult
sometimes having to wear shoes all the time.
On the dirt part of the trail on Spadina I took
my shoes off and walked barefoot for quite a
ways. Instantly I felt connected to this place.
I lose track of time, my body feels tuned into
everything around me. I just want to melt into
the surroundings. If I could let my body go I
would but that won’t happen until I die.
There is a segment of an original Star Trek
show that comes to mind relating to letting
my body go. The show was titled Adonis.
Near the end of the show when he realizes
humans don’t need him he calls to the other
gods and asks to spread his body to the winds
and eventually his physical body disappears.
If that was possible I just might do it.
When I get into that mode of existence I
really hate seeing the paved part of the trail

coming into sight again. There are days I have
to force myself to regain a consciousness of
time and other things.
The third level is being right down by the
water. My second deep experience was walking along the riverbank, taking my shoes off
and walking in the water until I got to the boat
launch near Kinsman Park. To feel the water
over my feet produced the loss of time and
deep connection to the surroundings. Taking
shoes off to feel the earth has been described
more than once in the Torah as a way to be
connected to Hashem.
If you are what Rabbi
Comins describes as a
wilderness Jew every
place in the wilderness
is flowing with holiness.
Now I am going to
address the other side of
the equation
When I came to Judaism I found a people
who weren’t afraid to
take on Hashem. Our
founder Avraham took
on Hashem more than
once.
Moshe was described
by Hashem as a friend
when he died. He got
to spend 80 days up close and personal with
Hashem. Nobody since then has come that
close to Hashem.
For a religious Jew the connection could
come from the teachings that abound in Judaism. We have the Mishnah, Talmud, Gemara,
and Pirkei Avot, plus all kinds of Midrash. We
also have the commandment to give Tzedakah. Of course Shabbat and the High Holy
Days are an important part of being religious.
It is a joy to have this balance at this point
in my life, as with all life experience it seemed
to take a while but to know what I know has
brought that deep satisfaction which eludes
many people.
Here in Saskatoon and Saskatchewan we
have been blessed with plenty of open space
to find your wilderness place when you are
ready. The book A Wild Faith is also a good
starting point to help find a way to reopen a
relationship to wilderness places. There are 35
practices described in the chapters and they
take you from the beginning of an awakening
to a very deep connection with the wilderness.
Editor's note: Dale Sands is a regular part of
the Shabbat morning minyan.
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by Henry Woolf
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Shakespeare is writing at the top of his form.
Shylock’s “if you prick us do we not bleed?”
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and most heartfelt.
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breeds a parallel hardening of the heart. So
is it with Shylock after a thousand years of
the persecution of his people.
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exchanged between Bassanio and Portia (by
sure the most unattractive pair of lovers in all
literature!) are easy to cut. But when it comes
to Shylock it is hardly possible to cut a line.
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Editor's Note: Henry Woolf is a renowned
actor and director and a proud member of
Congregation Agudas Israel. He will play
Shylock in The Merchant of Venice.

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR Mark von Eschen

652-9100

or call Ticketmaster 93

Shakespeare on the Saskatchewan is an active member of the Professional As
and operates within the jurisdiction of Canadian Actors’ E
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SASKATOON'S
ARTS & CONVENTION
CENTRE
#35 22nd Street E. Saskatoon, SK
Tickets: www.tcutickets.ca

Website: www.tcuplace.com

(306) 975-7777

YOUTH

Jewish Magic in Montreal

by Mayah Holtslander, Youth Editor
At the beginning of July, I
will be heading
off to Montreal
for six weeks to
learn French. I
am looking forward to this trip for many reasons. I am
excited to learn a new language, live in a
big city, meet new people and experience a
new lifestyle. Yet, I am also excited to go
to Montreal specifically, because it is has
one of Canada’s largest Jewish communities

and a notable Jewish history. I have only
experienced Jewish life in a very small and
tightly knit community, where those within
the community all know each other well and
those outside know very little about Judaism.
Therefore, the prospect of going somewhere
in Canada with almost 100,000 Jews is quite
exciting for me. A couple years ago, I went
to visit my Aunt in Montreal. I was only
there for three days, but in those few days
I was impressed by the number of Jewish
delis, bakeries, shops and Synagogues I saw.
Perhaps the reason I saw such a multitude

of these things was because my non-Jewish
aunt happened to live in an extremely Hasidic
neighborhood. Nonetheless, I was impressed
by what I saw and I look forward to having
the opportunity to explore more Jewish aspects of Montreal. I hope that I will have the
chance to see Jewish landmarks, such as the
Jewish Public Library or the first Synagogue
in Canada. As well, I am especially looking
forward to eating wonderful food from all the
various Jewish food stores. Hopefully, I will
get to see and do all these things and I will
have many stories to tell when I return home.

Hebrew School

by Marsha Scharfstein, Principal
Well, another Hebrew School
year has come to an end! They
certainly seem to go by fast.
I would first like to thank the
children for giving Noga, Ziv
and myself a fun, challenging and
rewarding teaching opportunity.
Each and every one of you is
special, and valuable to the school. I look
forward to seeing you in September. We will
miss Katie as she explores the wonders of
Phoenix next year, but thankfully with the
help of technology, we plan to Skype classes

regularly. Saskatoon Hebrew School is going
global!!
I would also like to thank Noga and Ziv
for the amazing job they did this year with
the children. You both brought a love of
Israel and Judaism that inspired our kids to
keep questioning and exploring their own
Judaism. I know they will continue to keep
us on our toes next year. It is always hard
to say goodbye to a teacher you have loved
so thank you, for your commitment to our
children and for loving them.
We are thinking of having a Readiness

Class again next year,
if we have enough
interest. If you have
a child who will be
starting Kindergarten
in Public school
in the fall he/she
is eligible to start
Hebrew School. Please contact me as soon
as possible so we know if there are enough
children to make a class. Otherwise, we will
have to wait until the following year.
Enjoy the summer! See you in the Fall.

Our New Shlichim
by Ido and Ayelet
Hello there to you all, dear Saskatoonians
This is Ido and Ayelet (your future “Shlichim) writing to you from Israel. The date
is the 19th of June, 2010, Saturday night and
we are sitting in our small apartment in the
heart of Jerusalem after a pretty hot weekend, with temperatures higher than thirty
degrees Celsius (which is more than 90 degrees Fahrenheit) and just yesterday the A/C
in the car decided to stop working. But don’t
worry; the weather man says next week the
temperature will rise much higher. That’s
part of living in the Middle East, with everything that goes with it. We are surrounded by
the stone buildings of Jerusalem, which we
know so well and trying to think what else do
we need to get organized for our “Shlichut”
with you.
But what really goes through our minds

is that in two months from today nothing
around us will be familiar. Everything will
be new and exciting, intriguing and mostly
unknown. So how do you prepare yourself
for something like this? We go to the preparation program of the Jewish Agency and
ask plenty of questions. We contact people
through Skype and E-mail so we could ask
some more questions. But still everything
that’s “there” (For you -”here”) is a mystery
the future holds for us. Although maybe all
the uncertainty is what appeals to us, which
doesn’t give us rest, and what makes us so
anxious to get to you and to meet you all.
We wanted to tell you that here with us the
preparations is very intense and with all the
unknown we already feel like we do know
you a bit and already in love with the idea of
being your “Shlichim” and it’s a lot thanks

to the wonderful members of the community
who are helping us with every step, and do
everything that they can to make this move
as easy as possible. So if we didn’t make it
clear enough, let us tell you that we are very
excited and very eager for the moment in two
months when all this will get to become a
reality- different, fresh, thrilling, intriguing
and a bit unknown – in simple words - a new
beginning.
With love, Ido & Ayelet
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From Our Tel Aviv Desk

by Keren-Or and Lior
First of all we would like to apologize for
our absence in the last Bulletin…
It would be almost irresponsible if we
wouldn’t have dedicated this column to the
number one issue that has dominated the
headlines (and will probably continue to do
so) these last couple of weeks. The issue is,
of course, the capture of the “Marmara” –
the Turkish flotilla that was part of a “peace
mission” to Gaza. While both sides of the
conflict accuse each other regarding the
responsibility for the violence, the legality of
Israel’s act, the real motive of the organizers
of the mission, what kind of investigation
should be implemented, and so on – one
of the main issues to debate is how Israel
once again lost the “War on the Media”
– this time by far! In other words why are
Israel’s responses via the media always so
poor – especially in controversies regarding
the conflict with the Palestinians – when
compared to “the other side”. The fact that
it is humanly natural to sympathize with
the underdog of any conflict, the fact that
the underdog in this case is almost always
the Palestinian side (obviously due to their
considerable weakness in most issues –
economic, social, military, etc.), the fact that
Israel is usually judged by the international
community by double standards and with a
generous dose of hypocrisy – all these are
well-known. In addition, it is a well known
fact of life that during the last couple of
decades one of the most important fronts of
any conflict is the media. However, these
facts don’t necessarily mean that in every
issue concerning the conflict Israel has to be
depicted in the media as the sole culprit. So
why is it that Israel’s propaganda is always
a few steps behind, almost always lacking,
returning to the same mistakes, missing the
exact crucial moment in which an issue is
judged – by means of a picture, a video clip
or even a statement?
First of all, one of the issues that should be
addressed – though it is usually ignored – is the
fact the throughout the conflict in the Middle
East, on the media “front” Israel has always
had a disadvantage to begin with. While
Israel’s relatively democratic, independent
free press lacked any deliberately erroneous
(or should we even say false) propaganda,
that was not the case with its rivals. During
the Six-Day-War, Egyptian radio broadcast

the achievements of it’s army stating that the
Zionist state was losing the war – and that
Egyptian forces were about to reach TelAviv…More recent examples include the
Israeli forces raid in the Palestinian city of
Jenin during operation “Defensive Shield” in
2002, after which reports in the media stated
that a “massacre” had taken place and that
Palestinian officials had stated there were
hundreds (and in some cases “thousands”)
of casualties. Due to military operational
reasons and due to a misunderstanding in
the importance of an official Israeli response
– the facts were only published numerous
days (and even weeks) after the incident,
concluding that there were “46 to 55” (Time
Magazine) casualties, most of which were
involved in the fighting. Undoubtedly, the
loss of lives is tragic – especially when
innocent civilians are among them, but the
incident was by no means a “massacre”
– a fact that has been almost irrelevant
due to the first press releases’ naming it as
such. Most of Israel’s rivals are societies
in which freedom of press, fair journalism,
government criticism and numerous other
democratic and liberal values are absent.
The governments control the media, false
propaganda is legitimate as long as it serves
the aims and the truth is usually well kept
inside underground cellars – far away from
the public eye. Israel is far from being a pure
democratic and liberal society, but defending
these values has always been an important
part of our society. The asymmetry is clear.
In so many cases during the last few years
we’ve witnessed that the facts don’t matter
so much – the first image, the first statement,
the first whatever, mold reality. From the
moment such “reality” is perceived, it is
almost impossible to deny it, to change it, to
correct it – even if hard evidence is presented
proving the opposite, the damage is almost
irreversible. In such an environment, the
democratic value of “innocent until proven
guilty” is completely distorted and even
reversed – the first image proves the accused
guilty, after which he/she has to begin a
long harsh journey in order to prove his/
her innocence. Due to the complexity of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, such a reality
requires Israeli media officials to understand
that timing is crucial, that releasing
information as soon as an incident has

occurred – or minutes after – will probably
determine the public opinion regarding the
issue, thus practically judging the results.
The other side of the coin is that official
statements, images and video clips must be
credible – a fact that delays their release in
order to perform a credibility check. In other
words, there is a very thin line that shouldn’t
be crossed, between a quick, effective and
reality-molding response on one hand and a
non-credible report on the other. The context
of the events within the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict requires Israeli’s media officials
to get as close as they can to such a “line”
– without crossing it, i.e. without losing
credibility. Is that even possible? Well,
first of all – we have no choice, that’s the
reality we face. As of such, there is a dire
need for early planning, building a “case”
regarding the story, making sure key media
representatives – Israeli and International –
are present at the scene (as close as possible),
releasing footage/pictures/statements ASAP
and placing keynote speakers on major TV,
radio and internet channels – in English,
French, Spanish and Arabic – well equipped
and with prompt responses to the major
issues at stake.
In the case of the “Marmara”, many facts
regarding the IHH and its involvement – and
incentives - were well known, the Turkish
authorities connection was well known, the
fact that Israel (and even Egypt!) had given
the organizers a number of different options
on how to supply the humanitarian cargo
without braking the blockade was also well
known – none of these were emphasized
enough in the international - and Israeli media by official Israeli statements before
the capture of the flotilla. Even if the official
Israeli claim was that there was a legitimate
justification for taking over the “Marmara” –
even by international law standards, an issue
which will be addressed in the upcoming
investigation – there was much more room
for being smart than for being just. There is

This page is sponsored by Zora Gropper of Vancouver
12

continued on page 17

It’s Lonely at the Top

Leadership and Disagreement in Community Affairs

by Perry Romberg, United Israel Appeal of Canada
Several weeks ago we read the Torah portion of Korach. The portion relates the story
of the rebellion led against the leadership of
Moshe (Moses) by his first cousin Korach and
a larger group of 250 detractors. The Talmud
teaches us that there are two types of dissensions- one for the sake of Heaven- for communal and national good (machloket l’shem
shamayim) and the other for personal gain or
greed (machloket shelo l’shem shamayim).
Our Sages further state that although painful and destructive, dissensions for personal
gain or reasons will ultimately fail because its
foundation is not based on truth or common
good and eventually true colours are shown.
Korach’s complaint against Moshe was that
Moshe was favouring his immediate family
members by appointing his brother Aaron and
his sons as high priests. Moreover, Korach
convinced the tribe of Reuven that they, as the
eldest sons of Jacob our patriarch, were being
side stepped as the High Priesthood should
have gone to the eldest sons. Korach challenged Moshe’s authority as leader and more
important as being the messenger of G-d, for
Moses told the nation that the directive to
bestow Aaron and his sons with high priesthood came from G-d. Moshe laments that he
has not even taken a donkey for personal use,
how could he be accused of nepotism!
The Sages raise an interesting question.
The announcement of Aaron and his sons to
become High Priests was made earlier in the
Torah. So why did the Torah relate this story
now and not earlier - say at the time of the
incident of the golden calf when the nation
was unruly and in anarchy. The answer given

by Nachmanides is that at the time of the incident of the golden calf, Moses was a hero
to the Jewish People. They had built the calf
thinking Moses had deserted them and G-d’s
punishment was to destroy the nation. Moses
intervened to G-d on behalf of the Jewish
people pleading their case and threatening to
resign (“erase me from your Torah”) if G-d
would not relent. G-d relents and the People
are saved. Moses is the hero, appreciated and
loved by all - it was no time for Korach to
take on Moshe.
The rebellion of Korach comes right as the
events of the 12 spies who gave a bad report
about the Land of Israel and the nation are
complaining, worried and despairing that
they left Egypt. The people are vulnerable,
fearful and viewing Moshe as a leader who
may have led them to an unconquerable land.
Moses even complains to G-d to relieve him
of his duties for this is “... an ungrateful and
stiff-necked people.” Korach sees the weakness, sees the opportunity to take on Moshe
at this point of national vulnerability. Korach
is an opportunist who cloaks himself in being
“an activist for the people”. He is out for his
own glory and political position and is playing to the weak side of the people and not for
their good.
In community affairs there is room for
discussion, disagreement and many viewpoints. We need to honour our leaders who

dedicate themselves with
heart and soul
to the needs of
the community.
Yet, no leader is
above reproof
nor respectful debate and
disagreement –
as long as it is
“leshem shamayim” for the ultimate communal good and progress. Like the Agudas Israel,
UIA Canada is as strong as its volunteers and
its dedicated members. With so many outside
pressures on the Jewish People, both in the Diaspora and in the State of Israel, this is a time
to ensure that our communal agendas, discussion, criticisms are “for the sake of Heaven”.
The Torah states that there was neither prophet
nor leader as modest as Moshe. He embodied
the ultimate in caring and dedication to his
people. With summer upon us and another
communal and organizational year behind
us, let us all take the time to appreciate and
thank all those community leaders who truly
give of themselves for the benefit of Jewish
communal life.
Have a wonderful summer.

Katzman
Conflict Resolution
mediation for workplace,
family, small business

Accounting & Auditing
Estate Planning
Management Consulting
Business Valuations

Financial Planning
Mergers & Acquisitions
Income Tax Returns
Corporate Tax Returns

Saskatoon
Regina
Tel: (306) 653-6100
Tel: (306) 522-6500
Website www.virtusgroup.ca

David Katzman, B. Ed., M. Ed.
306-955-3563 • 306-280-7526

jt eklund

communications and consulting
Your Inhouse
Graphic Design Specialist

Need help designing a flyer for your
business or an invitation for that
special event?
I can help.
Now offering training services for the
design it yourself project.

dl.katzman@sasktel.net

“An eye for an eye will make
the whole world blind”

Gandhi
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Call me at 230-8613
email: jteklund@sasktel.net

We Shall Overcome:

by Ellie Adler

My experience on a Holocaust Education Trip

Last month, students from all across
Canada met in a Toronto hotel enthusiastic
to embark on what they had heard would

be the opportunity of a lifetime. Each of
these students was chosen after a lengthy
application and interview process, to take
part in a program called the “March of
Remembrance and Hope” sponsored by the
Canadian Centre for Diversity. This weeklong
study and leadership mission in Germany and
Poland was established in order to educate
students from all backgrounds about the
horrors of anti-Semitism and racism, and to
teach them about the consequences of hatred,
bigotry and prejudice. While every second
of this experience holds a story, there is one
moment in the Auschwitz-Birkenau death
camp that stood out among all others.
After marching between Auschwitz and
Birkenau, sixty Canadian students gathered in
a dark, damp barrack. The differences between
how each students’ tradition promotes peace
and respect were discussed but most striking
were the similarities that brought this group
together. With the strength of everyone who

survived the very camp in which they stood,
they began to sing songs of empowerment,
remembrance, and of hope for the future. As
more and more voices joined
in, arms wrapped around
neighbours’ shoulders and
voices filled the barracks
with light. As one of these
students, I now know that we
are the ner tamid or eternal
light that reminds the world
that Hitler did not win. This
moment was my highlight,
the one that solidified my
role as a Canadian Jew and
as a human being. The words
we sang together came to
life: “I do believe we shall
overcome some day”.
We must never forget
these events, to ensure
they will never happen
again. However, it is
equally important to
translate the memory of
the horrific acts of the
Holocaust to positive
action to ensure our
campuses, communities,
and friends know the
consequences of hatred
and to work towards a
future of tolerance and peace. This nondenominational trip taught me not only of the
resilience, courage, hope, and perseverance of
Jewish people but also about the opportunities
for cross cultural and religious collaboration
against the plight of modern genocides and

Board of Trustees Nominations for 2010-2011 Slate of Officers

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Trustees nominated the following persons for the
position of Board Member for 2010/2011. The election, if required, would occur at our
Annual General Meeting, September 21st, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.
Harold Shiffman
Franci Holtslander
Marsha Scharfstein
Ron Waldman
Jan Gitlin
Simonne Horwitz
Grant Scharfstein

Seth Shacter
Lou Horlick
Michael Gertler
June Avivi
Steven Goluboff
Ralph Katzman

On the Board without nomination:
Heather Fenyes - President
David Katzman - Immediate Past President
Janet Erikson - Sisterhood President

Members, adhering to the rules may nominate
other members in which case an election
would be held for the Trustee positions. The
nominations must be made in writing by three
members in good standing, signed my the
nominee, and received by the Chair of the
Nominations Committee at least one week in
advance of the AGM.
David Katzman
Chair
Nominations Committee

oppressions globally. The quote of
the trip is now more than words,
it is a way through which I intend
to lead my life. “Thou shalt not
be a victim. Thou shalt not be a
perpetrator. Above all, thou shalt
not be a bystander.”(Holocaust
Museum, Washington, DC)
Editor's Note: Ellie Adler has been studying
at the University of Saskatchewan and will be
returning to Toronto.

It is better to have less
if it is with peace of
mind than to have
abundant wealth but
with a tormented spirit.
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Ecclesiastes

Masa Israel Allowed Me
to Develop My Career

by Leila Hesselson
from The Canadian Jewish News - June 17, 2010
I always wanted to gain professional experience in medical research abroad and thus
decided to head to Israel. I had wanted to
return there since my Birthright trip. Thus, I
enrolled in Masa Israel's Career Israel, a fivemonth internship program in Tel Aviv.
Having grown up in a small Jewish community in Saskatchewan, I was looking forward
to being surrounded by a group of Jewish
peers from all over the world. Although Saskatchewan Jews are committed community
members, my synagogue's closing ceremony,
in my small town of Battleford, Sask., shortly
followed my bat mitzvah celebration.
When I next stepped inside the local synagogue, I was in high school and it was one of
my classmates' homes. I was fortunate to attend Jewish camp during childhood and once
I started at McGill University in Montreal,
I met people from all over the country who
would become lifelong Jewish friends. Since
returning to Saskatoon for school, I had become close to the Israeli emissaries, who had
encouraged me to spend more time in Israel.
During my five months in Israel, I interned
in a genetics lab at Tel Aviv University, whose
focus is to understand the molecular basis of
hearing loss in Israeli populations, gaining
hands-on lab experience that will be crucial

to my future career.
Aside from my work, I was able to connect
with the other Career Israel interns from all
over the world. Sharing apartments in Tel
Aviv, we spent hours at the beach, and on our
apartment's rooftop, immersed in interesting
discussions about Judaism and Israel from diverse perspectives. On weekends, we travelled
the country together and throughout the week,
we took part in seminars about Israeli society.
As a Jewish person form a remote location, I became fascinated by other Jewish
populations found in small communities all
over the world. Once I returned from Israel,
I developed my Book Compilation Project
concept and was fortunate to partner with
Canadian Hadassah-WIZO (CHW). Through
this initiative, I am collecting stories from
Jewish Canadians, both men and women,
about their interactions with other Jews from
all over the world. My book is a celebration
of modern Jewish life.
I am looking for stories in two categories,
from either people who have travelled to remote and distant locations and connected with
local Jewish populations, or Jewish travellers
who have shared an unique experience with
other Jewish travellers in remote pockets of
the world while, for example, backpacking

in South America or trekking in
Nepal. I aim to
publish a book
with fifty such
illuminating stories.
All proceeds from the sale of the book
will go to CHW, whose mandate is to support a multitude of programs and projects
for children, health care and women in Israel
and Canada. All stories are due July 1, 2010.
I am thankful for my Masa Israel experience
because it not only allowed me to develop my
career, but it also gave me the opportunity to
learn more about different global Jewish experiences. I look forward to seeing my book
project give voice not just to the Canadian
Jewish experience, but also to those all over
the world.
For more information about my project, see
the website: www.chw.ca/yehw/en/page/279.
E-mail: leila.hesselson@mail.mcgill.ca. Submit stories to: submissions@chw.ca

Editorial... from page 3
Kore Ba Midbar, and 60 essays covering a
wide array of Jewish topics. This will be put
into a professionally published book to be
made available to all congregants and many
of his admirers outside the Jewish community. Our hope is to obtain enough patrons and
sponsors of this project to be able to cover the
majority of the costs.
With the end of the synagogue year, you
will note a list of the nominees to the Board
of Trustees in this Bulletin. Three names are
not there anymore, Past Presidents Susanne
Kaplan, Randy Katzman and Past Sisterhood
President Karen Dawson. Their many years of
dedicated service is highly appreciated. New
names include Seth Shacter, Harold Shiffman
and Jan Erikson. Nominations from the general community are possible as noted in the
attached information. Our future can only be
guaranteed by adding new energy and ideas

with fresh and creative faces on the Board.
I would be remiss not to add my goodbye,
a yasher koach, and todah rabah to Ziv and
Noga who have been faithful and creative
contributors to the Bulletin and the community over the past year. Our Shlichim program
continues to thrive thanks to your support
through the United Jewish Appeal Campaign.
We will welcome our new Shlichim at the
end of the summer and they have introduced
themselves in this Bulletin issue.
We have chosen a break from Folkfest this
year allowing a well-deserved break for our
volunteers, but the community does have a
chance get together with the July 18th Annual
B’nai Brith Joe Rosenberg Golf Tournament.
If you don’t golf please consider joining us
for the dinner and prizes (no one goes home
without a prize) at the Riverside Golf and
Country Club. Please RSVP to David Katz-

man at dl.katzman@sasktel.net.
Finally, and again speaking of succession, I
am pleased to continue after 20 years editing
the Bulletin but would never turn away a potential successor or assistant editor. I do not
want to have to wait for my Grandson, Cohen
Goluboff-Munro, to replace me. I had to make
some reference to this wonderful new addition to our family and I believe it reinforces
the need to have a synagogue and a Jewish
community in Saskatoon for generations to
come. Have a wonderful and restful summer.

Leila Hesselson, formerly of North Battleford
lives in Toronto and hopes to soon be enrolled
in medical studies.

The test of humility
is your attitude to
subordinates.
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Orchot Tzaddikim

11th Annual B’nai Brith Gerry Rose Volunteer Award Dinner

by Gladys Rose

continued from page 1

I never take for granted the on-going struggle
that women have had and continue to have as
they achieve leadership roles in the Jewish
world. How fitting it is that President Heather
was recognized at this B’nai Brith Volunteer
Award Dinner in 2008 for her dedicated service to this congregation.
I always take a few moments to review
the history of this Award. It is particularly
important to do so, as the “old order” slowly
disappears and fresh new members join our
ranks.
My husband, Gerry Rose, died in March
of 1999. The President of Saskatoon’s B’nai
B’rith Lodge #739 at that time was Sid Katzman. He suggested that an annual award to a
deserving volunteer in our Jewish community
would be a suitable memorial gesture to Gerry.
My kids were consulted and enthusiastically
agreed. And so it came to be. I continue
to regret that after that first year, Sid never
participated in this yearly event, but I also
continue to thank him for his vision, in this
public forum.
Gerry… He joined B’nai B’rith in 1945
after serving in the Signal Corps of the
Canadian Army. Ten years later he was the
President and in 1987 received the “We Are
Proud of You Award”. And then, to his amazement and delight, he was awarded the Order
of Canada in 1998. As you all know, this is
the highest civilian award in the country, recognizing outstanding achievement and service
in various fields of human endeavour. Gerry’s
award was in the area of volunteerism. It was
to his great regret that his citation for the Order
of Canada did not mention Gerry’s volunteer
involvement in the Jewish community, but I
will do so! He was a pillar of B’nai B’rith,
as I mentioned, and the inspiration behind the
Saskatoon Jewish Foundation. The Talmudic
quotation which is the Foundation’s motto
states, “As my father planted for me before I
was born, so do I plant for those who will come
after me.” That motto really sums up Gerry’s
life. He was a great role model for all of us.
Amazingly, many members of this Jewish
community are also members of the Order
of Canada. Dr. Lou Horlick is here tonight.
Dr. Elizabeth Brewster is slowly recovering strength in City Hospital and welcomes
visitors. Others are no longer with us, but we
continue to honour and remember them.

In 2008, it was my privilege to participate
in a Canadian Regional Communities Yom
Ha’atzmaut Israel at 60 Mission, largely made
up of Saskatoon people, including this year’s
honourees, Marsha and Grant Scharfstein.
What a wonderful experience that was, surrounded by good friends and re-inspired by
all that I saw. What a country Israel is! What
magnificent achievements in a short time. I
was only 22 years old when the State of Israel
was declared, so of course I can never take
its existence for granted. For many of you
Israel has “always” been there, but not for my
generation. And so we tremble for her and
fear for the future. Do not allow those who
advocate boycotts and divestments, who back
the odious Israel Apartheid Weeks on dozens
of university campuses, to gain the upper
hand. The world needs to be reminded that
the General Assembly of the United Nations
voted in 1947 to replace the Palestine Mandate
with two independent sovereign states, one
Jewish and one Arab. The Arabs rejected any
Jewish state in their midst. And they continue
to reject it to this day.
Please allow me to say a few more words
about the enormity of the delegitimization
threat. It is a continuing public campaign to
portray Israel as a racist state and as a serial
violator of international law, with no right to
be heard and no right to exist. This strategy
is not new. But it is growing more insistent.
And the danger is that if allowed to go unchecked it might achieve a critical mass that
could seriously jeopardize Israel’s existence
as the state of the Jewish people.
Please, each of us must understand the
issues and then advocate for Israel.
But I am here to talk about the Volunteer
Award winners tonight and their work in this
community.
It makes me very proud to tell you a little bit
about them – Marsha and Grant Scharfstein.
As I said, they too were on that fabulous Israel
at 60 Mission, partly in order to visit their
daughter Jen. They also have children Rebecca and Michael who are here tonight, and
are rightly very proud of their parents. Marsha
and Grant’s lives are absolutely bound up with
Congregation Agudas Israel and have been
since their wedding in the synagogue in 1981.
Marsha was actually born in Saskatoon, the
middle girl with two sisters, although Grant
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first saw the light in Naicam, Saskatchewan.
He is the younger brother of twins Jim and
Briane. Both Marsha and Grant are graduates
of the University of Saskatchewan – Marsha
with an honours Commerce degree and Grant
with a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science
and a degree in Law.
Marsha’s volunteer activities include being
the President of Agudas Israel Sisterhood
for more years than anyone can remember!
Without her, Sisterhood might have folded.
She was frequently the person in charge of
finances for Sisterhood and for many fundraising community events, such as Silver Spoon
dinners. The Gift Shop is under her direction.
She is active in FolkFest. Her most intensive
involvement started back in 1993 when she
began teaching the kindergarten class at the
Hebrew School, continued teaching junior
classes and eventually became the School
Principal. Thank you for co-ordinating tonight’s service, Marsha and for all the small
unsung things you do in this building and in
the larger community.
Meanwhile, Grant, having served on the
congregation’s Board of Trustees, in due
course was elected President in 1995. Grant’s
parents, Joe and Jean Scharfstein, set a great
example and Jean is here with us tonight, to
continued on page 17

A baby enters the world
with hands clenched, as
if to say, “The world is
mine; I shall grab it.” A
man leaves with hands
open, as if to say, “I can
take nothing with me.”
Ecclesiastes Rabbah 5:14

Gerry Rose Volunteer Award... from page 5
glow in the pleasure of seeing her children’s
efforts recognized.
I must include in Grant’s resume his six
years as President of Saskatoon B’nai B’rith.
He also served for several years as a VicePresident of B’nai Brith Canada. He chaired
the annual Silver Plate Dinner for three or
four years, organized the March of the Living for a long time, and with Gerry and me
reworked the Constitution for CAI. According to Marsha, the thing Grant is most proud
of was the fact that he organized, through
B’nai Brith, for 12,000 high school students
to attend screenings of Schindler’s List when
that movie first came out. The theatre was
booked for days, and students were bussed to
the theatre mornings and afternoons, using all
four theatres at the Pacific Cinemas.
But it is his work while President of CAI
that needs some additional comment. It was
during his presidency that very stressful conditions arose and shortly afterward the rabbi of
the day was dismissed from his post. Grant’s
legal expertise was always available to the
Board and to the congregation and although
he was succeeded by Randy Katzman, also
a distinguished lawyer, Grant’s support and
advice never faltered. This congregation was
traumatized by the lawsuit which thankfully
never came to fruition, and the defection of

some members. But, CAI has gone on from
strength to strength and continues its amazing vitality.
Another very important aspect of the
Scharfstein’s volunteer work together is the
responsibility for the Shlichim during their
stays here, of course shared with others in the
congregation. (An aside: you, Noga and Ziv,
are the first shlichim with whom I had not yet
made a personal connection. I’m glad that
connection has been made during this visit
to Saskatoon.)
It is not only the volunteer activities that
Marsha and Grant carried out with such
grace and enthusiasm that I want to mention.
I want to take this wonderful opportunity to
tell you that Grant was a speaker at Gerry
Rose’s funeral service. By that time, he had
been President for four years. This is part of
what he said in his remarks. “Gerry never
sought, or wanted, glory or even recognition
for what he did. In fact I think that he would
get embarrassed when recognition came his
way. Gerry never did anything for recognition or the glory. Gerry’s dedication, love
of and commitment to this congregation and
the Saskatoon Jewish community came from
his heart. He loved this community, and this
community loved him. Gerry had made this
community a much better place in which to

live. He made a difference. He was very
much concerned about the continued financial
viability of this congregation. Not for him and
his generation, but for me and my generation,
and our children. And he set about to organize
our affairs so as to ensure our congregation’s
long term success and viability. And he succeeded. I, and others, will be able to say to
our children that as long as there is a Jewish
community in Saskatoon, there will be a home
for them, a place of worship, and a place we
can call home. Gerry Rose was vital in making that happen. Without Gerry’s leadership,
integrity, compassion and love for his community, it would not have happened.” Those
words were spoken 11 years ago and I repeat
them so that you may know that Grant and
Marsha are following in Gerry’s footsteps. I
am so glad to have been given this opportunity
to thank them both.
Thank you, Grant, for your comforting eulogy and thank you for carrying on what your
own father exemplified. Marsha, my thanks
for your unforgettable invitation to me on that
Mother’s Day of May, 11 years ago, when you
invited me to be with your family and to bask
in that warmth. So here we are – together once
again. Mazel Tov to you both!

for a poor decision-making process regarding
the consequences of the “Marmara”
affair. The critique focused on the fact the
smart decision making is not only about
risk assessment – what are the odds that
something will go wrong - but rather what are
the consequences when things do go wrong,
even if the odds for that are slim. If the odds
that things go wrong are low, say only 10%

- that’s only one part of the decision making
process; however, if there is an unfortunate
outcome, within the 10% odds, and the
consequences derived from that are severe
– that’s the main consideration that should
guide the decision makers. It’s a bit like the
“prisoner’s dilemma” (as part of the “game
theory”) in a nutshell: an individual will
always prefer not to risk losing “everything”
(severe consequences) even if the odds for
such are slim. Maybe in the Marmara’s case,
the worst-case-scenario wasn’t considered
enough – nor was its consequences: Israel’s
image, the strategic alliance with Turkey,
the international pressure on Israel’s policy
regarding Gaza and especially the fact that
the discussion on sanctions against Iran were
put on hold for a few days – or were even
“softened” . Let’s hope that the next time
around – and it seems that there will be a next
time, unfortunately – most of the mistakes
will have been learned and implemented.
Keren-Or, Lior, Naomi & Alma

Tel Aviv Desk... from page 13
a common Israeli saying that when you’re
driving, on the road, don’t be just – be smart!
In this case, it seems that we missed the point
– Israel went straight into the trap without
being too smart.
To conclude the issue, on a different
matter, there was a very interesting op-ed
published a week after the events criticizing
PM Netanyahu and Defense Minister Barak

we design and print...
Brochures
Newsletters
Flyers
Posters
Presentation Folders
Laser Cheques
Stationery
Annual reports
Business Forms
Carbonless Forms

Textbooks
Family History Books
... to your specifications and satisfaction

Tel. 306.955.3373 • Fax. 306.955.5739
217 Jessop Avenue • Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7N 1Y3

PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
FROM A QUALIFIED
FINANCIAL ADVISOR
Darrell Nordstrom, R.F.P.,
C.F.P., CLU.
•Financial Estate Planning
•Investment Management
•Charitable Bequests
Assante Wealth Management
Wealth Creation, Preservation and Management

200 - 261 1st Ave. East
Saskatoon, Sask. S7K 1X2
Bus: 665-3377 Res: 933-4123
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Yahrtzeits
July 2/3
Louis Pollock
Etta Gross
Sharah Schacter
Sam Shafer
Abraham Kassen
Sheila Krolik
Gerald Gitlin
Joseph Brans

Tammuz 20/21
July 3 (21)*
July 3 (21)
July 5 (23)*
July 5 (23)
July 6 (24)*
July 7 (25)*
July 8 (26)*
July 8 (26)*

July 9/10
Nekhama Stone
Lena Kassen
Helen Teskey
Farhad Hebron
Nina Fogel
Dolphy Neuman
Frances Paul
Margret Poplack
Vera Helfgott
Lloyd Landa
Joseph Volansky
Lucille Katzman
Wilma Katzman

Tammuz 27/28
July 10 (28)
July 10 (28)
July 11 (29)*
July 11 (29)*
July 11 (29)*
July 12 (Av 1)
July 12 (1)
July 12 (1)
July 12 (1)*
July 12 (1)*
July 13 (2)
July 13 (2)
July 13 (2)

July 16/17
Ruby Rosenberg
Rita Sonnenschein
Clara Epstein
Jacob Dragushan
Hy Buller
Ben Ackerman
Gussie Sass
Ed Caplan
sura Kolominsky
Betty Sklar
Helen Resnick
Jacob Charach
Peter Schachter

Av 5/6
July 16 (5)*
July 17 (6)*
July 18 (7)
July 19 (8)
July 19 (8)*
July 19 (8)
July 19 (8)
July 19 (8)
July 20 (9)*
July 21 (10)
July 21 (10)
July 22 (11)
July 22 (11)*

July 23/24
Max Wormann
Samuel Kassen
Albert Kay
Ezra Avol
Claire Mendel
Lillian Claman
Estella Ginsberg
Nettie Rabinovitch
William Landa
Rita Collins
David Sonnenschein
Anthony Lehrer
Anna Rabkin
Moses Berekson
Edward Churchill

Av 12/13
July 23 (12)*
July 23 (12)
July 23 (12)*
July 24 (13)*
July 24 (13)
July 25 (14)*
July 26 (15)
July 26 (15)
July 26 (15)*
July 26 (15)
July 27 (16)*
July 27 (16)
July 28 (17)
July 28 (17)
July 28 (17)*

July 30/31
Louis Gelmon
Sidney Chapman
Jack Sklar
Louis Goluboff
Fay Ditlove
Leah Chertkow
Rose Baltzan
Saul Scharfstein
Aron Foulkes
Pearl Adilman
Chaim Wolfe
Solomon Livergant

Av 19/20
July 30 (19)*
July 31 (20)
July 31 (20)*
July 31 (20)
Aug 1 (21)*
Aug 1 (21)*
Aug 1 (21)
Aug 2 (22)*
Aug 3 (23)
Aug 4 (24)
Aug 5 (25)*
Aug 5 (25)*

August 6/7
Jack Sandbrand
Harry Sklar
Miriam Green
Mollie Shafer
Samuel Shore
M. Trugman
Fannie Gropper
Raisa Mondrus
Leonard Landa
Abram Katz
Rae Richman
Gertrude Weiner
Harry Landa
Alvin Buckwold
David Diament
Neil Livergant

Av 26/27
Aug 7 (27)
Aug 8 (28)
Aug 8 (28)*
Aug 8 (28)*
Aug 9 (29)*
Aug 10 (30)
Aug 10 (30)*
Aug 10 (30)
Aug 11 (Elul 1)*
Aug 11 (1)*
Aug 11 (1)*
Aug 11 (1)
Aug 11 (1)*
Aug 12 (2)*
Aug 12 (2)*
Aug 12 (2)*

August 13/14
Fanny Feigenbaum
Rena Shatzer
Masha Zaitlen
Joseph Sandbrand
Max Berenbom
Mary Pollock
Betty Aarons
Eva Teplinsky
Rebecca Tabachnicoff
Josepf Goldstein
Josef Goldstein
Sara Richman
Philip Raichman
Rabbi Saul Diament

Elul 3/4
Aug 14 (4)
Aug 15 (5)
Aug 15 (5)*
Aug 16 (6)*
Aug 17 (7)*
Aug 18 (8)
Aug 18 (8)*
Aug 18 (8)
Aug 18 (8)
Aug 19 (9)
Aug 19 (9)
Aug 19 (9)*
Aug 19 (9)
Aug 19 (9)

July 20/21
Herschel Diamond
Simon Korber
Gertrude Helfgott
Greena Gelmon
Edith Blumes
Rae Aarons
Charles Kaplan

Elul 10/11
Aug 21 (11)*
Aug 21 (11)
Aug 22 (12)*
Aug 22 (12)*
Aug 22 (12)
Aug 22 (12)*
Aug 23 (13)

Rose Gellman
Yocheved Abelevsky
Benjamin Cohen
Lily Ludwig
Louis Schulman
Yosil Tzalkovich
Eastwood Landa
Minnie Fogel
Celia Greenblat

Aug 24 (14)
Aug 24 (14)*
Aug 25 (15)*
Aug 25 (15)
Aug 25 (15)
Aug 25 (15)
Aug 26 (16)
Aug 26 (16)
Aug 26 (16)

August 27/28
Anne Pavey
Rebecca Claman
Clara Friedman
Katherine Cantin
Moses Levitsky
Louis Ditlove
Ida Ruskin
Ben Brandt
Idy Leonoff
Freddie Winocour
Anna Bellas
Bella Cooperman
Harry Wine
Sophie Cohen
John Ellison
Jacob Chertkow
Harry Hallis
Ken Epstein

Elul 17/18
Aug 28 (18)
Aug 28 (18)*
Aug 29 (19)
Aug 29 (19)*
Aug 30 (20)*
Aug 30 (20)*
Aug 30 (20)*
Aug 30 (20)
Aug 31 (21)
Aug 31 (21)
Aug 31 (21)*
Aug 31 (21)*
Aug 31 (21)*
Aug 31 (21)*
Sept 1 (22)
Sept 1 (22)*
Sept 2 (23)
Sept 2 (23)*

September 3/4
Siegfried Gumprich
Leo Bernbaum
Hersh Freifeld
William Caplan
Paul Landa
Samuel Pollock
Mayer Melamede
Joseph Barsky
Alex Pollock
Seymour Buckwold
Sofie Stier
Leib Cooperman
Morris Brook
Esther Adilman
Max Zaitlen

Elul 24/25
Sept 4 (25)*
Sept 4 (25)*
Sept 4 (25)
Sept 5 (26)
Sept 5 (26)
Sept 6 (27)*
Sept 6 (27)
Sept 7 (28)*
Sept 8 (29)
Sept 8 (29)*
Sept 9 (Tishri 1)
Sept 9 (1)*
Sept 9 (1)*
Sept 9 (1)
Sept 9 (1)*

A Jew can be Jewish
with God, against God,
but not without God.

This page is sponsored by Ann & Debbie Diament of Toronto
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Elie Wiesel

by Linda Shaw

Have you ever laughed until tears streamed
down your cheeks? Well I certainly did at
this year’s Silver Spoon Dinner. Our celebrity
guest, Caroline Rhea, was hilarious! What
an engaging, funny, dynamic, quirky and
totally-likeable guest she was – the perfect
fit for our Silver Spoon Dinner crowd. I say
“crowd” because we had a full house with 825
women in attendance, Monday, May 10th at
TCU Place’s Grand Salon.
This year was extra special because it
marked our 20th Anniversary Silver Spoon
Dinner. It’s hard to believe that we have
been Saskatoon’s premiere ladies’ event
for twenty years now - showering the
women with outstanding entertainment,
elegant surroundings, pampering touches,
delicious dinners, free-flowing beverages
and marvelous prizes. I’m particularly
proud that for 20 years we have also been
very successful in raising funds for our four
charities: Congregation Agudas Israel, CHW
(Hadassah-WIZO), Saskatoon Interval House
and The Crisis Nursery. Congratulations to
us all!
The evening flowed extremely smoothly.
The Champagne & Welcome Reception
(sponsored by Saskatoon Processing &

Saskatchewan Blue Cross) and Martini Bar
(staffed by cute guys from The Ivy) and even
a non-alcoholic “Mocktail” Bar (sponsored
by Areva Resources) got all the women
into a very happy party mood. Once again
C95’s Shauna Foster did an amazing job as
our MC. In her adorable yet professional
way, she guided us through a feature-packed
evening. Presentations were made to Interval
House and the Crisis Nursery by Leona
Wasserman; Vanese Fergusson of Magic
98.3 led the Balloon Pop for a $2500 Travel
Prize (winner: Melissa Martens); the $5,000
gigantic 50/50 Draw (winner: Kate West); and
Lisa Dutton (Global TV) drew the winning
ticket for Cirque du Soleil tickets. Another
highlight was the presentation by Chantel
Huber, CTV News Anchor, of the Sterling
Award for Volunteerism which was awarded
to Dorothy Barker. Dorothy is a remarkable
lady who has spent many decades helping
people with disabilities and their families.
She was nominated by Elmwood Residences
and Cosmo Industries for her tireless work for
and dedication to both organizations. What
a wonderful choice as our Sterling Award
recipient.
I’m honoured to have chaired the Silver
This page is sponsored by Leona Wasserman
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Spoon Dinner for eighteen of its twenty
years. I’m proud of the continued success
of the Dinner and delighted to have worked
with the members of our small but dedicated
organizing committee. I wish that the whole
community cared even half as much as they
do about this project. However, the time
has come for me to step back a bit and let
someone else take the reins. Please!! It’s a
wonderful, lucrative and essential fundraiser
for Congregation Agudas Israel. Please don’t
let it end because of lack of leadership.
So, my thanks to Mary Cameron, Leona
Wasserman, Jan Gitlin, Wendy Ditlove,
Marsha Scharfstein, Shannon Waldman,
Allison Stromberg, June Avivi, Aviva Zack,
Kerri Nestorik, Janet Erikson, David Katzman
and my terrific family: Arnie, Rebecca, Steven,
Robin & Bryce who once again gave their all
to make this 20th Anniversary Silver Spoon
Dinner an overwhelming success. Thanks to
all our hundreds of prize sponsors and donors,
all the gorgeous women who attended and to
all our hard-working volunteers.
It’s been fun.
Farewell,
Linda Shaw

July 2010 • Tammuz/Av 5770
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

He who spares a tree is apt
to spare a man.

Thursday

1 Tammuz 19

Friday

2 Tammuz 20

Saturday

3 Tammuz 21

OFFICE CLOSED

Pinchas

-Joel Blau, “The Wonder of Life”
*Lou Horlick

4 Tammuz 22

5 Tammuz 23

6 Tammuz 24

7 Tammuz 25

8 Tammuz 26

9 Tammuz 27
Service 8 pm

10 Tammuz 28
Birkat Hahodesh
Matot/Mas'ei
*June Avivi

11 Tammuz 29

12 Av 1

13 Av 2

14 Av 3

15 Av 4

16 Av 5

Unveiling for
Irene Blum
11:00 am

17 Av 6
Shabbat Hazon
D'varim
*Steven Goluboff

18 Av 7
Joe Rosenberg Golf
Tournament

25 Av 14

19 Av 8

20 Av 9

21 Av 10

22 Av 11

Tisha B'Av service &
chanting of the Book
of Lamentations
7:00 p.m.

26 Av 15

23 Av 12
Service 6 pm
*David Katzman

27 Av 16

28 Av 17

29 Av 18

30 Av 19

24 Av 13
Shabbat Nahamu
VaEtchanan
*Lou Horlick

31 Av 20
Ekev

August 2010 • Av/Elul 5770
Sunday

1 Av 21

Monday

2 Av 22

Tuesday

3 Av 23

Wednesday

4 Av 24

Thursday

5 Av 25

Friday

6 Av 26

Saturday

7 Av 27

Birkat Hahodesh
Re'eh

*Franci Holtslander

8 Av 28

9 Av 29

10 Av 30

11 Elul 1

12 Elul 2

13 Elul 3
Service 8 pm

*Franci Holtslander

15 Elul 5

16 Elul 6

17 Elul 7

18 Elul 8

19 Elul 9

20 Elul 10

14 Elul 4
Shoftim

*Marsha Scharfstein

21 Elul 11
Ki Tetze

22 Elul 12

Unveiling for
Anne Gitlin
11:00 am

29 Elul 19

Unveiling for
Rabbi Pavey
11:00 am

* Bema Roster

23 Elul 13

30 Elul 20

24 Elul 14

31 Elul 21

25 Elul 15

26 Elul 16

27 Elul 17
Service 6 pm

Ki Tavo

*Marsha Scharfstein

*Marsha Scharfstein

I am a Jew because for Israel man is
not yet created; men are creating him.
-Edmond Fleg, “Why I Am a Jew”
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