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The Silver Spoon Dinner, famous for
bringing celebrities to Saskatoon, is proud
to present this year’s entertainment Award-Winning Canadian Comedians...
The Debaters with Steve Patterson
Tickets go on sale on-line at www.Picatic.com starting at noon Tuesday, January 10th.
continued on page 10

Sisterhood Shabbat
Family Dinner
th
Friday, January
20
6:00 pm
Please let us know that you are attending by
calling Myla at 306-343-7023 Ext. 1
Members:
Children 3 & under - free
Children 4-12 - $10.00
Students - $18.00
Adults - $22.00
Family - $55.00

Non-Members:
Children 3 & under free
Children 4-12 - $11.00
Students - $20.00
Adults - $25.00
Family - $60.00
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Deadline for the next Bulletin is February 15th, 2017

Message From Our Shlichim

by Yaniv and Sapir Atiya
“This little light of
mine, I’m goanna let
it shine, let it shine,
let it shine, let it
shine”.
Amazing how the
time goes by quick! It’s not easy to live outside
the country where we were born and raised,
but amazing things happen when you open
your mind.
We arrived in Saskatoon four month ago.
We never celebrated Hanukkah out of Israel
before. To help you understand the differences,
we must tell you how Hanukkah in Israel looks
like. I’ll start by saying that Hanukkah is my
favorite holiday! You get eight days off school,
you eat lots of suffganiyot (doughnuts) with
every toping you can dream of, and lots of
chocolate coins (gilts) of course. But morae
then that it’s time to be with your family and to
appreciate the light in your life. Every Hanukkah my family gathers to light the candles. We
all sing Hanukkah songs and light the menorah
together. We always make fun of my dad, for
not understanding that we can’t sing as high

as he sings. If you will go around streets in
Israel in the eight nights of Hanukkah, you will
get to see amazing things. Although it’s dark
outside, everybody put their menorah next to
the window, and it lights within, so you know
you are part of something bigger.
Being Jewish out of Israel is different. You
need to fight sometime in order to keep your
Jewish identity. I once heard a story about a
guy that lived in the United States. As a child,
he saw all his friends celebrating Christmas;
he saw his neighbor’s house full of lights and
of course a big lighted tree. Only his family
used to sing songs and light the menorah. He
didn’t understand why everybody was talking
about lights calling Hanukkah the festival of
lights, while their neighbor’s house with the
tree had much more light then his house with
the menorah. While thinking of that, an electrical blackout happened in the neighborhood,
and the only thing that made the light was the
menorah. He looked out the window and saw
more menorahs on his street coming from the
windows of some of his neighbors. On that
night, the menorahs lit his neighborhood with

light, and he understood the power of light.
Hanukkah Is the holiday of lights, in which
we celebrate the miracle of the oil, which
lasted eight days in the temple. But is it the
only thing we are celebrating? These last
days with all the things that happened around
the world, seeing people fighting only in the
name of hatred, we need to celebrate the fact
that we have the power to create miracles for
ourselves, and for our friends and family. We
need to remember that we have the power to
change things for good in this world, and that
We have the power to choose between right
and wrong and help people find their own light.
As Martin Luther King said, “Darkness cannot drive out darkness, only light can do that”.
In this time of this year we want to wish you
and your families happy Hanukkah and happy
holidays! We hope your home will be full of
light and love.
And for all you that wondering how two
Israelis are dealing with the winter in Saskatoon - we love it, and can barely feel the cold
with all the love we receive from you!

Free Books
Until January 20th

there will be shelf of free books in the library
on a clearly marked shelf just inside the door.

Please help yourself to whatever you want.
After the 20th these books will donated
to the Hebrew School fundraiser.
At this time the library is not accepting book
donations. If you wish to donate books or
other items to the Hebrew school fundraiser
please bring your items to the CAI gym on
the donation dropoff days: Jan. 22-25.

This page is sponsored by Dr. Syd z'l & Miriam z’l Gelmon of Vancouver
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Editorial
by Steven Goluboff

FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY
The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel

Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home committed to deepening

the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in the historical traditions of
As we end 2016, we
the Jewish people. We are a progressive, democratic and sensitive congregation responding to the widest
can reflect on some
spectrum of Jewish thought and practice.
of the momentous ocWritten at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel
casions of the year.
MAZEL TOV AND CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Our membership has
grown modestly but Gladys Rose on the wedding of her grandson Benjamin Klein, son of Toby Rose and Les
we also have said
Klein, to Eden Ross on November 12th, 2016
goodbye to those who have passed away or
Sherwood and Elaine Sharfe on the engagement of their granddaughter, Etti Sharfe,
moved on to other lives in other cities. It
daughter of Paula and Yehoshua Sharfe of Jerusalem.
was particularly sad to say goodbye to Karen
Sherwood Sharfe, on the celebration of his second Bar Mitzvah,
Dawson a faithful and longtime member with
seventy years later on December 24th, 2016 in Florida.
her husband Joe Dawson and daughter Katie.
Karen and Katie moved to Arizona a few Zara Gurstein whose Granddaughter Kimberly Glassman won a prize
years ago while Joe travelled back and forth of $2800 for exceptional talent from Concordia University in Montreal.
until early this year when he finally made his Rebecca and Steven Simpson on the celebration of the Bar Mitzvah of
own permanent move. They were involved
their son Noah on November 5th, 2016.
in a progressive synagogue in Phoenix while
Rabbi Claudio and Rosy on the second Bat Mitzvah of their daughter Amiel in
Karen pursued her passion with horses and the
Israel on December 29th, 2016.
therapeutic value they offered to many in need.
They were both active members of the com- Jamie and Brett Holderness on the Baby Naming of their daughter Austin on December
11th, 2016.
munity in Saskatoon as Joe was our financial
expert bridging with the Saskatoon Jewish Jamie and Brett Holderness on the birth of a son, Arlow Jimmy and grandson
Foundation. But while we lost Karen, we are
of Briane and Lennie Scharfstein on December 22nd, 2016.
blessed with new births late in December, Shaina Goluboff and Adam Hnatyshyn on the birth of a son, Sawyer Victor,
sons to Adam Hnatyshyn and Shaina Goluboff
and a grandson to Steven and Leila Goluboff and David and
and to Brett and Jamie Holderness with more
Elaine Hnatyshyn on December 25th 2016.
babies on the way in the near future.
Gladys Rose on the celebration of her 90th birthday on
In the summer of 2016 we were pleased to
November 2nd.
welcome yet another wonderful Shlichim couple, Yaniv and Sapir Atiya who have amazed
us with their friendliness, brilliant programCONDOLENCES TO:
ming and inspiring musical enhancement of
Joe
and
Katie
Dawson
on the loss of a loving wife and
our synagogue services. We are hoping and do
th
mother,
Karen
Dawson
on
November
14
, 2016, in Scottsdale, Arizona.
expect that they will fulfil their desire to spend
a second year with us. Your contributions to Anna and David Gersher and family on the death of Anna’s father, Yakov
Kolominsky on November 8th, 2016 and on the death of David’s mother,
the UIA Campaign have made this possible.
Rya Gersher in Toronto on December 25th, 2016.
Earlier in the year, we had yet another successful Yom Hashoah service and program
under the leadership of Jan and Ron Gitlin.
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:
What was as amazing as our guest speaker
David and Anna Gersher
Nate Leipcigar, was the response Bishop Don
Bolen, now Archbishop Bolin, gave as he welcomed the opportunity to offer his Cathedral
SHALOM AND YASHER KOACH TO:
as a venue for the 2000 students that Nate
Willow Allen and her family who are moving to Vancouver.
spoke to. He wrote a beautiful letter to Rabbi
It has been a crazy December for the Lunga/Allen family! I successfully defended my
continued on page 13
PhD and Trevor completed his MBA coursework. Most importantly, Trevor was offered
an excellent position in Victoria, BC that we cannot pass up! Everything happened quickly
THE BULLETIN
and we did not get the opportunity to say a proper goodbye to many people. This is our
Editor-in-Chief  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Steven Goluboff
official farewell and thank you note :). Thank you for being a welcoming community to our
Advertising Manager  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ron Gitlin
Circulation Manager . . . . . . . . . . . Myla Deptuch
family. The experiences and relationships we formed in the community made our time in
Layout & Graphic Design . . . . . . . . Janet Eklund
Saskatoon very significant to us.
Proof Reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bruce Cameron
Wishing you all the best from the West Coast! Take care and thank you,
Cost of this issue with mailing . . . . . . . . . . $1200
Advertisements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30/issue
Willow, Trevor & Thandiwe

Page Sponsorship  . . . . . .  $25/issue or $130/year
Issues Published  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165
Issues/Year  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
If you are happy with the Bulletin and enjoy reading
it, please consider sponsoring a page ($25/issue or
$130/year). Contact Steven Goluboff or Ron Gitlin.
E-Mail Address: s.goluboff@shaw.ca,
jewishcommunity@sasktel.net,
jteklund@shaw.ca
website: http://agudasisrael.org

REMINDER TO JOIN MERCAZ CANADA – MERCAZ CANADA
We need your membership in ensure religious pluralism in Israel and to challenge the
orthodox rabbinate on the definitionof “who is a Jew”. $18 for adults, $9 for young adults
18-25. Join online at www.mercaz.ca or mail to 55 Yeomans Road, Suite 201,
Toronto, ON M3H 2J3.
Elaine Sharfe is the Saskatchewan Representative to the Board of Mercaz Canada.

This page is sponsored by Steven, Leila, Sarah & Shaina Goluboff
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Divrei Harav – Rabbi Claudio’s Message

The United Synagogue for Conservative Judaism – What they do for us?
by Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky
Our Congregation,
following its constitution and bylaws,
is affiliated with the
United Synagogue of
Conservative Judaism,
the network of North American Conservative
congregations. There are currently more
than 600 Synagogues affiliated in the US and
Canada, in addition to the thousands of congregations affiliated with similar institutions
of the Conservative Movement in Europe,
Central and South America, Africa, Asia and

Oceania. They share with us our commitment
for a pluralist, egalitarian and passionate approach to Judaism, combining tradition and
modernity.
From time to time someone approaches me
and asks: What does the United Synagogue do
for us? What are we “getting” from our membership? The question comes sometimes with
a taste of criticism, based on the claim – unfair
in my opinion – that we are not receiving
services from them which justify our membership. I would like to explain in this article why
I believe that although legitimate, the question
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is originated more in our own lack of interest
and ignorance than in real facts.
But first, an initial thought. The now-common analysis “dues/services” (cost/benefit)
is the unfortunate consequence of a culture
that judges everything on a utilitarian basis. I
have spoken several times of what I call the
“Synagogue Costco approach” – Jews who
make a cost-benefit analysis before applying
for Synagogue membership. Their membership then becomes similar to a club affiliation
(“I pay if I receive”) and not a measure of their
Jewish identity (“I contribute because I am
Jewish”). In the case of the United Synagogue
it is similar: A Congregation that affiliates
with them is not just trying to get benefits for
themselves but supporting the advancement of
Conservative Judaism in the entire continent.
It’s about supporting because we believe in
the cause, not (only) because we want to pay
for a service.
But expecting something in return is of
course legitimate and it’s at the same time
an expression of your interest in that specific
cause. In our case, we are a small and isolated
community and we would like to benefit from
what a big organization the United Synagogue
and others can offer. The problem that I see
is that because we are small and isolated we
tend to believe that they are the ones who
must approach us and insist in offering their
help while we stay passive, and that attitude
is neither fair towards them nor smart towards
ourselves. The United Synagogue has an
amazing and enormous variety of resources,
tools, educational opportunities, activities,
webinars, grants and awards that are available
for us, just waiting for us to take advantage
of them.

Archbishop Don Bolen
This page is sponsored by Dr. Alan Rosenberg & Dr. Lesley-Ann Crone and family
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continued on page 12

News
from Israel
by Itai Bar, former Shlichut
Dear Friends,
It’s been a while since
I wrote a piece for this
respected platform.
Eighteen months have
passed since we left
Saskatoon and started
our journey here in Israel. This is not going to be an article about our
life here and the very different pace of happenings, rather a story about my work place, or more
accurate - my current life project.
For the past 18 months I’ve been working for
“Beit Lohamei Haghetatot – Ghetto Fighters’
House Museum” as an educator. It is the first
major establishment for Holocaust memory and
Holocaust education that was founded in Israel.
The House and the Kibbutz carrying the same
name were both founded in 1949 by Holocaust
survivors, members of youth and underground
movements. Some large part of them were the
survivors of the great uprising in Warsaw Ghetto
during April 1943.
The house’s main goal is to assist the ongoing
process of building a model society, one that can
really use as a lighthouse of humanistic values
in the ocean of indifference and separatism. The
title is indeed an ambitious one, yet, I can assure
you all, this is honestly what we are trying to do.
One of the house’s departments is the Center
for Humanistic Education, in which I started
taking part this year and it is also the main theme
of this article.
The Center for Humanistic Education
(CHE) has been working within Ghetto Fighters’ Museum since 1995, tackling the two most
sensitive issues in Israeli society – the Holocaust
and the Arab-Israeli conflict.
The CHE engages high-school students from
the Arab and Jewish sectors in an examination
of connections between the Holocaust, personal
and social morals and implications for presentday Israeli society. CHE promotes the idea
that the main lesson that should be drawn
from the Holocaust is the need for a humanistic, democratic, tolerant society.
Among both Jews and Arabs in Israel,
discourse on the Holocaust generates distrust
towards each other. Among Jews, this senti-

from

ISRAEL

ment is inherent in Zionist ideology, rooted in a
history of pogroms and political antisemitism,
and the disappointment from the European enlightenment and the promise of emancipation.
The singling out of Jews during the Nazi era,
the massive collaboration in their murder and
its sheer excess underscore an already existing
mindset, that Jews can rely only on themselves.
The Holocaust is thus an extreme example of Antisemitism, perceived as
a warning sign of Jewish helplessness
in the face of imminent danger, and as
proof of the need for a militarily strong
and independent Israel, insuring that
Jews will never be helpless again.
Among Arabs in Israel, and for
many Arabs and Muslims outside
Israel, the Holocaust symbolizes
Palestinian and Muslim victimization. For mainstream Arab discourse,
it is western feelings of guilt for the
persecution of Jews that lead them to
support the establishment of the Jewish state,
resulting in the Palestinian Nakba, the loss of
their homeland in the 1948 war. Moreover,
a prevailing notion is that this guilt is being
misused by Israel today to legitimize continued
persecution of Palestinians.
With its mixed staff of Arabs and Jews, the
CHE programs have been tackling these attitudes for two decades now. Situated in the
Western Galilee, where Jews and Arabs each
make about half of the population, CHE has
been working with local communities as an
educational partner for the last 21 years. The
Center has developed a unique educational process that leads its participants from a study of the
Holocaust and its humanistic and universal significance, to an in-depth multicultural dialogue
on historical, social and ethical issues. In fact,
the CHE has established itself in Israel’s north
district among both Arab and Jewish schools
as a place where difficult issues and taboos can
be discussed.
The program includes the components described below. From two decades of experience,
we recognize how critical it is for the participants
to have ongoing interactions and discussions.
Research has shown that commitment to en-

during, long-term activities has a considerably
deeper and longer-lasting impact.
The program:
Study-workshop: “Humanism: Ideal and
Reality”: This is a series of weekly encounters
totaling 30 hours for groups of students (sophomores and juniors) who voluntarily chose to take
part. The ten workshop units are organized into
three thematic parts:
Humanistic and democratic
scale of values
Historical case studies emphasizing ethical issues
Historical and social issues
pertaining to Israeli JewishArab relations
Multicultural Seminar
Spring Seminar: The graduates of the Basic Workshop
meet for a 3-day seminar during the school spring
vacation. The seminar deals
with issues of identity, the fight against racism
and
infringement on human rights, majority-minority relations and the roots of the
Jewish-Arab conflict as it began in 1948.
Graduate Group Activity: The graduates
of the first stages of our process are invited to
monthly meetings during subsequent school
years until they graduate from high school. The
graduates engage in a critical study of current
issues in their own communities and the larger
Israeli society, and they deepen the interpersonal
relationships formed during the process.
As you may conclude this is a well thought
out program and although the final goal of it is
fairly challenging, I can say that it is making a
difference in an on growing group of youngsters
in Israel. I would like to invite you first of all to
visit our website (http://www.gfh.org.il/Eng/)
and be exposed to some more materials and
publications. Then, I would like to invite you to
visit the museum during your next trip to Israel
and to get a private tour of the place. That’s it
for the time being, for any question, comment,
coordination or contribution please feel free:
itaibar87@gmail.com

Premium kosher table wines
available at Saskatoon Co-op
Wines & Spirits, Blairmore Centre.
Find a wide selection of Galil
Mountain and Teperberg wines
from Israel at attractive prices.

Imported by International Cellars Inc.Vancouver, BC

Ad compliments of Norman Gladstone

This page is sponsored by Naomi Rose z’l and Stan Sinai of Toronto.
This page is sponsored by Arnold z’l & Claire Golumbia of Vancouver
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Canadian Hadassah-WIZO (CHW) elects 23rd National President
Toronto, ON- Canadian Hadassah-WIZO (CHW) is delighted to
announce that Debbie Eisenberg, of Kitchener, Ontario, has been
elected as CHW’s 23rd National President. The installation took place
at CHW’s Annual General Meeting In Vancouver, November 6, 2016.
Born, raised and educated in New York, Debbie has lived in Canada for
many years. She holds a Master of Science Degree from Sarah
Lawrence College and a Bachelor of Science Degree in Early Childhood
and Special Education from Syracuse University. Over the course of
her professional career, Debbie worked as a Genetic Counselor at
McMaster University Medical Centre. She notes that her education
“Reflects my lifetime interest in children, healthcare and the well being of families.”
As she assumes the position of National President, Debbie brings with her volunteer
experience from a number of boards and not-for-profit organizations.
A member and leader within CHW for 35 years, Debbie aims, during the course of her two
year-term, to focus on sustainability and growth. She says, “CHW’s support has strengthened,
and continues to strengthen, the very fabric of Israeli society. To ensure CHW’s continued
growth, we have to remain relevant to our members, friends, donors, partners and
beneficiaries. We must continue to nurture and further develop CHW’s culture of
philanthropy.”
Canadian Hadassah-WIZO (CHW) is Canada’s leading Jewish women’s philanthropic
organization, with Centres in over 40 locations across Canada. CHW’s National Board of
Directors embodies visionary leadership from coast to coast. Founded in 1917, CHW is nonpolitical, volunteer led, and has been passionately supporting programs and services for
Children, Healthcare and Women in Israel and Canada for nearly 100 years.
For further information, please contact:
Alina Ianson, CHW National Executive Director
CHW National Office, 90 Eglinton Ave. East, Suite 208, Toronto, ON M4P 2Y3
Tel: (416) 477-5964
Email: alina@chw.ca
-30This Page is Sponsored by Saskatoon Hadassah WIZO
This Page is Sponsored by the United Israel Appeal of Canada
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Youth On The Rise
Showing Young People New Possibilities

by Britainy Zapshalla, Sum Theatre

Thanks to the continued support of Congregation Agudas Israel and the Saskatoon
B’nai Brith Lodge, Sum Theatre is continuing
to foster a love of theatre in underprivileged
students in Saskatoon. Our Youth on the Rise
2017 program is a four-month program that
provides camaraderie and confidence building using theatre exercises to help our young
participants open up to each other and see
possibilities in the world. We show young people how to engage in healthy behaviors and
accept one another. Your generous donation
makes all of this possible and we thank you.
It’s a chance to break the cycle of low selfesteem and destructive behavior, and show
young people that there’s more for them in
this world. Youth on the Rise is a program
designed by Sum Theatre to allow youth to
explore their creative side, build community
and re-engage in healthy behaviours. Thanks
to the generous support of Congregation Agudas Isreal and B’nai Brith, we are showing
students a new way.
We believe in the power of theatre and in
the power of community and everyday, we
aim to use one to build another. In Youth
on the Rise, we search out students that are
typically “back of the classroom youth” and

bring them center stage. It was inspired by an
evidence-based program that ran for 30 years
in our city. Each year, we accept 18 deserving
youth between the ages of 13 and 16 who have
shown a keen interest in drama.
Youth on the Rise motivates these young
people to re-invest in their own lives. “We
help them to re-engage with their community.” Says Sum Theatre’s Artistic Producer
Heather Morrison, “Theatre skills are taught
at each session which emphasize responsibility, professionalism, teamwork and respect.”
The program also breaks down barriers that
would normally stop kids from participating
in extra-curricular activities. Every Wednesday, we provide supervision, transportation
and snacks for participants absolutely free of
charge to them. “We provide them a safe place
to be themselves and grow as an artist and as
human beings,” says Morrison. Each night
our Youth Leaders take the students through
theatre exercises that help them pursue a
deeper awareness of their bodies, minds and
imaginations. They are encouraged to work as
a team to trust each other and do away with
inhibitions in a supportive environment.
We realize that some of the challenges these
young people face are bigger than just theatre

games and that’s why
we have regular guest
presenters talk about
healthy relationships
and the risks of drugs
and alcohol. We’ve seen many participants
make changes, which include youth leaving
gangs, returning to school and recommitting
to mental health treatment.
Sum Theatre as a company has also benefitted from the Youth on the Rise program
as some of our former participants have now
become professional actors. Dalton Lightfoot,
for example has gone on to star in shows
produced by Sum Theatre, Shakespeare on
the Saskatchewan and Gordon Tootoosis Nikaniwin Theatre. Dalton has also now become
a mentor for the Youth on the Rise program
and will be helping out this year.
Of course not everyone makes a life on
the stage but we believe the Youth on the
Rise program gives young people a renewed
confidence that pushes them to want more out
of life. We thank you once again for allowing
this work to continue and we look forward to
starting our work with a new group of students
this January.

Sisterhood Notes

by Zoe Litman, Vice-President, Agudas Israel Sisterhood
We recently saw a
wonderful Channukah
fair in December. I
personally want to
thank all the dedicated
Sisterhood volunteers and their families who
helped with the meal. With so many demands

for our time it becomes harder and harder to
find time to volunteer. However, participating
in Sisterhood sponsored activities is both
rewarding and helps strengthen our community
ties. It’s an opportunity to reconnect with old
friends and make new ones as well.
We will be hosting the annual Shabbat

Family Dinner on January 20th and we
encourage all families to become involved.
It will be a welcome break from the winter
doldrums and a chance to get together as a
community.
Once again I’d like to invite all women in
our community to join our chapter.

SHERWOOD

GMC
SASKATOON'S
ARTS & CONVENTION
CENTRE

#35 22nd Street E. Saskatoon, SK
Tickets: www.tcutickets.ca

Website: www.tcuplace.com

(306) 975-7777

GMC
Medium
Duty
Trucks

Free Shuttle Service

1-800-667-5353

Bucket Service Available
New & Used Steel and Pipe
President: Mark Ditlove
Saskatoon
This page is sponsored by Leona Wasserman
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Pick-up and Delivery
7:30 a.m. - 5:15 p.m.

RV

Sales
and
Service

GMC
Heavy
Duty
Trucks

Body Shop

The Body Shop provides
Free Loaners on all SGI or
Retail Collision Claims

CHEVROLET
550 Brand Road • Saskatoon

374-6330 • Toll Free 1-877-374-6330

Biography of the Month: Bob Dylan

by Stan Schroeder

Bob Dylan was recently awarded the Nobel
Prize for Literature, generating much controversy about the award, and about Dylan himself. I obtained much of the information for
this bio (mostly about his Judaism) from two
sources: an article in Jewish Life magazine by
Ilan Preskovsky, a South African freelance
writer, that is also on the Aish Hatorah website, and a Jewish Telegraphic Agency (JTA)
article by Gabe Friedman, an Editorial Assistant in New York.
Born Robert Allen Zimmerman
May 24, 1941 to, by all accounts, a
fairly observant Jewish family, Dylan had a decidedly Jewish upbringing as part of the tight-knit, small
Jewish communities of Duluth and
Hibbing, Minnesota, growing up
in a kosher home and even attending the religious-Zionist summer
camp, Camp Herzl. He had his bar mitzvah
at Agudath Achim, an orthodox synagogue in
Hibbing in 1954.
After graduating high school where he became enamored with the rock and roll musical
genre, Zimmerman moved to Minneapolis in
1959 and enrolled at the University of Minnesota. He performed at a coffeehouse a few
blocks from campus and became involved
in the nearby Dinkytown folk music circuit.
He began introducing himself as Bob Dylan,
choosing the spelling after reading some
poems by Dylan Thomas. The next year he
dropped out of school and officially changed
his name. In 1961 he travelled to New York
City to perform there and visit his idol,
Woody Guthrie, who was seriously ill with
Huntington’s disease.
Dylan’s religious trajectory has been interesting, to say the least. Dylan became a
born-again Christian in the late 1970s. He
participated in bible study classes at the
Vineyard School of Discipleship in Reseda.
After releasing a couple of polarizing gospel
music albums, he returned to his Jewish roots
in the ’80s. In recent decades he has even

participated in holiday services at Orthodox
Chabad synagogues.
Not too long after releasing the last of his
Christian music albums in the early ’80s,
Dylan made an extremely Jewish statement:
he held his eldest son Jesse’s bar mitzvah
at the Western Wall. Jesse, born to Dylan’s
first wife Sara Lownds, went on to become
a music video director.
Just after his son’s bar mitzvah at the Kotel — and a year after Israel’s
controversial first Lebanon
War — Dylan released the
song Neighborhood Bully
on his 1983 album Infidels.
In what is arguably one of
the most pro-Jewish rock
songs ever recorded, Dylan
describes Israel as an “exiled
man” who is unfairly labeled
a bully for fending off constant attacks from
his neighbors. One verse goes: “Well the
neighborhood bully, he’s just one man/His
enemies say he’s on their land/They got him
outnumbered a million to one/He got no place
to escape to, no place to run/He’s the neighborhood bully.”
After his mysterious “return” to Judaism,
Dylan studied with Chabad rabbis in the
1980s. His appearance on the Chabad telethon
fundraiser in 1989 wasn’t his first endorsement of the movement (or his first telethon
cameo) — but it might have been his Jewiest.
A yarmulke-clad Dylan accompanied songwriter Peter Himmelman (his Jewish son-inlaw) and Harry Dean Stanton on harmonica
as the group played “Hava Nagila.”
Since the early ‘80s and his public embracing of his Jewish roots, more and more stories
have also come out about both Dylan’s Jewish ties and his restless, lifelong search for
spirituality that sometimes butted heads with
the hedonistic rock and roll lifestyle. And yet,
for all of his mistrust of organized religion,
and for all of his bohemian “freewheeling”
nature, there is something about Judaism that
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has called to him time and time again over
the years.
In particular, he has been greatly influenced
by a number of rabbis, whose openness,
warmth, and great emphasis on the spiritual
and mystical sides of Judaism, have clearly
struck home with the former Mr. Zimmerman.
In particular, he formed a deep connection
with Rabbi Shlomo Freifeld z”l, Rosh HaYeshiva of Yeshivas Shor Yoshuv, when Dylan,
along with fellow Jewish bohemian poet Alan
Ginsberg, attended a sheva brochas for an
old friend at Rabbi Friefeld’s yeshiva in New
York. So taken was Dylan with both the Rabbi
and the Yeshiva that he came very close to
actually buying a place near the Yeshiva and
was quoted as saying, when visiting Rabbi
Friefeld on a particularly cold New York’s
winter night, “It may be dark and snowy
outside, but inside that house, it’s so light.”
Alas, he never quite went that far and his Judaism has remained but one (very big) part of
an unquestionably complex spiritual identity.
But when you consider just how much in flux
the very concept of Jewish identity is in our
modern world, there’s something profoundly
fitting about one of our foremost cultural icons
being so “complicatedly Jewish” himself.
Editor’s Note: Stan Schroeder is the Editor of
Congregation Shir Ami’s “Shir Notes” in Los
Angeles which also won a Gold Medal for “Bulletins.” He writes biographies of famous Jews
and has offered to share them with us. This article was first published in the Shir Notes. Steven
Goluboff and Stan met each other in Jerusalem
to discuss their community Bulletins.

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

Grant J. Scharfstein, Q.C.
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CIJA and Interfaith Partners Push for National
Palliative Care Strategy

by Steve McDonald, Deputy Director, Communications and Public Affairs - CIJA
The recent debate
over medical assistance in dying has
shed light on a largely overlooked but
crucial area of health policy: palliative care.
Although there are sharp disagreements – including within the Jewish community – on the
issue of euthanasia, there is a broad consensus
that all patients should have access to highquality palliative care as an end-of-life option.
Those who have had loved ones who have
been hospice patients will know that palliative
care is a comprehensive, medical approach to
ensuring those who are terminally ill live out
their days in minimal pain and in dignity. Palliative care includes a wide range of services
from pain management to caregiver services
to psychological, social, and spiritual support.
The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs
(CIJA) has made a priority of advocating
for a pan-Canadian palliative care strategy
that increases the accessibility and quality of
palliative care for all Canadians. In addition
to ongoing federal funding (Ottawa recently
earmarked $3 billion for provincial homecare
and palliative care), we have suggested that a
national strategy should also consider flexible
tax benefits for family caregivers. We have
done so in partnership with various faith communities, including Catholic, Evangelical,
and Muslim leaders, who share our concerns
regarding deficiencies in the palliative care
system.
This is an issue that is only going to grow
as Canada’s population ages. According to
Statistics Canada, the growth rate among
Canadians aged 65-plus is four times higher
than the national average. Currently, one in
six Canadians are over 65; by 2024, this figure
will be one in five.
Information from the Canadian Hospice
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Palliative Care Association (CHPCA) paints
a depressing picture of the current state of
palliative care. In 2014, the CHPCA estimated
that only 15-30% of Canadians approaching
the end of life have access to palliative care,
in which professionals are present to manage
one’s physical, psychological, social and
spiritual needs. The CHPCA further noted
that Canadians pay approximately one-quarter
of the expenses involved in palliative care,
a significant financial cost for those dealing
with one of the most painful aspects of life.
Experts and parliamentarians report that
access and quality in palliative care varies
significantly across Canada, a situation that
is wholly unacceptable, given the positive
impact effective palliative care has on the lives
of patients and family alike. Having witnessed
the extraordinary care my grandmother received in a hospice centre at the end of her life,

I can attest to the personal attention, compassion, and dignity that high-quality palliative
care offers. May we all have access to this
option at such a difficult juncture in our lives.
Cicely Saunders, a pioneer of the modern
movement for palliative care, once said:
“How people die remains in the memory of
those who live on.” Just as it is important to
live well, it is vital that we ensure that our
loved ones arrive at the end of their journey in
physical comfort, psychological security, and
spiritual peace. A compassionate nation such
as Canada can no longer allow its citizens to
be denied access to quality end-of-life care.
That’s why CIJA will continue pushing for a
national, well-funded palliative care strategy.
Steve McDonald is Deputy Director, Communications and Public Affairs, at the Centre
for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA)

Music of Jewish Prayers

Did you ever feel like you want to sing along during
Prayers but can’t because you don’t know how?
If so, this workshop is for you!
Every Monday, for six weeks, starting January 9th, we
will meet to learn the melodies and how to sing the
prayers, and also to talk about their meaning!
No prior knowledge is required.

First meeting will take place on

Monday January 9th, 7:00 pm
@ Congregation Agudas Israel.
Please RSVP by January 7th to
areivim.sask@gmail.com
Can’t wait to see you all!
Yaniv & Sapir Atiya

from
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Premium kosher table wines
available at Saskatoon Co-op
Wines & Spirits, Blairmore Centre.
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Mountain and Teperberg wines
from Israel at attractive prices.

Imported by International Cellars Inc.Vancouver, BC
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by Linda Shaw
Continuing our tradition of providing top
entertainers and celebrity speakers for the
women attending the
Silver Spoon Dinner,
we proudly announce
that this year we are
bringing in the #1 Radio Comedy Show, The
Debaters, live for this year’s Silver Spoon
Dinner entertainment.
Now in its 11th season on CBC Radio One,
The Debaters is the hilarious hit show where
comics go toe to toe in a battle of laughs and

It’s The Debaters!!!!
logic. Hosted by Canada’s best Male Standup of 2013, comedian Steve Patterson, The
Debaters is a combustible mix of sharply
crafted comedic rants and hilarious adlibs.
Two humorists will join Patterson on stage to
cleverly debate amusing topics. The engaging
format is part stand-up, part quiz show and
part comedy competition, with the audience
picking the winner. (Although we already
know the ultimate winner is the Silver Spoon
Dinner itself!)
The Silver Spoon Dinner continues to be
Saskatoon’s Premiere Ladies’ Night Out – an
evening of luxury and laughs. The women

there will be pampered, wined and dined and
entertained in elegant style while supporting
Saskatoon Hadassah-WIZO, the Congregation Agudas Israel Jewish Community, Saskatoon Interval House and Ronald McDonald
House. They will meet the 2017 Sterling
Award Winner and have the opportunity to
win numerous fabulous prizes!
As always, the Silver Spoon Dinner is the
biggest project that our Jewish Community
organizes so be sure to support it and be part
of it – as a volunteer, attendee and/or donor.
Be it resolved that this will be an incredibly
awesome event……

The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:

To

As my father planted
for me before I was
born,
So do I plant for
those who will come
after me.

from the Talmud
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BERIT

by Rabbi Roger V. Pavey (z”l)
The following
is another excerpt
from Moral and
Spiritual Values
of Judaism, an
unpublished
manuscript written
in 2000 by Rabbi Roger Pavey (z”l):Berit
Berit means covenant. It is an agreement
between two parties to accept specified
mutual responsibilities for a period of time
with a sign before witnesses that seals the
agreement. There are two ways to understand
the process. There is a legal contract
binding the parties to act to what they see
as their mutual advantage, and there is a
relationship between the parties out of which
obligations arise. The obligations, in short,
can either be spelled out legally, or they are
implicit in the reaction of the parties to their
relationship. The legal contract is temporary
and specific; when the terms are carried out
it lapses. The relationship may be ongoing
and unconditional, and it does not lapse on
the fulfillment of the terms. In course of
time, indeed, the one can grow into the other.
Both aspects are involved in the term “berit”,
covenant.
The classic Biblical statement of covenant
as contract is that if the people of Israel are
loyal to God and carry out His commands,
then God will bless them with the fertility of
crops and animals and will protect them from
their enemies. The contract is made, agreed
and sealed with a specific sign. The terms
of the Biblical legal contractual covenant
owe much to the formulae for treaties in the
Ancient Near East, particularly as we see it
in the Hittite sources.
The Hebrew Bible records three covenants:
Firstly there is the covenant of Noah,
the sign of which is the rainbow. God agrees
with all human beings that He will not again
blot out all life in a cataclysmic flood, in
return for which they obligate themselves to
accept certain obligations, the Seven Laws of
Noah, regarded by Rabbinic tradition as the
definition of civilized human society.
Secondly there is a covenant that God
makes with Abram, as he is at this stage. It is
recorded in the strange mystic experience that
we read in Genesis, Chapter 15: “the covenant
of the pieces.” God promises that Abram
will be the progenitor of many peoples and,
through them, a blessing to all humankind,
if he walks with God in moral justice. In
confirmation, God changes Abram’s name
to Abraham, a form that the Bible associates
with a pun meaning “father of many peoples”

in Hebrew. This covenant is to be sealed by
the symbol of circumcision. This covenant
with Abraham continues through both his
sons, Yitzhak, ancestor of the Jewish people,
and Ishmael, regarded in Jewish tradition as
ancestor of the Islamic peoples; and indeed
circumcision continues to be observed by
both Jews and Muslims. With Abraham’s
grandson, Yaakov, there comes about a
restriction of the covenant to the Jewish
descendants of Abraham, with the change of
the name of Yaakov to Israel.
The third covenant is specifically with the
people of Israel, with the encounter with the
divine at Sinai. The symbol of this covenant is
Torah that is the rabbinic tradition of Judaism.
This three covenant concept enables Judaism
to construct a theology that builds a foundation
for tolerance and inter-religious dialogue,
at least in the relations between Judaism,
Christianity and Islam. Islam is encompassed
in the covenant with Abraham, and shares
with Judaism such common observances as
circumcision and the prohibition of pork. And
insofar as Christianity is judged by Judaism to
be monotheistic, then it falls clearly within the
terms of the covenant with Noah. As a result,
when the tradition speaks of the righteous of
all peoples attaining salvation through the
fulfillment of the seven laws of Noah, then
adherents of the three “western” traditions
must be included in the term “righteous”. If
Mediaeval Rabbis were sophisticated enough
to understand that the Christian doctrine of
Trinity was not to be construed as a form of
tritheism, and that Christian use of icons was
not necessarily to be understood as idolatry,
then modern Rabbis with a greater awareness
of other world religious traditions could surely
draw the same conclusions about Buddhists,
Hindus and Sikhs. As the terms of the Noahite
covenant are basically the moral concerns
that the Mediaeval Church would know as
“Natural law”, the specific vocabulary and
imagery of religious traditions are not relevant
to the definition of “righteous” in Jewish
thought. The covenant of Noah does indeed
encompass all human religious traditions
within the Biblical framework of “covenant”.
Each of the world’s religious traditions has
endured through history precisely because,
at its best and noblest, it has lifted the human
soul to a vision of eternity, has inspired the
human conscience, and has consoled human
pain.
“Covenant” for Judaism means specifically
the covenant at Sinai between God and
the people of Israel, the terms of which
is Torah. As the term common to all the
Semitic languages for making an agreement,
a covenant, is KRT, meaning “cut”, it is

logical that the sign of this covenant should
be circumcision. But this was certainly not
the only way of entering into and “signing”
a contractual agreement that is recorded in
the Hebrew Bible. Consider, for example,
the strange story told about Abraham and
his servant Eliezer in Genesis Chapter 24.
Abraham wants to find a wife for his son
Yitzhak and so ensure the continuity of
the covenantal relationship into the next
generation. It is imperative that the wife be
from the family because Abraham could not
conceive of an outsider understanding the
meaning of the covenant. It would not make
sense to bring in someone from outside the
family to represent Abraham’s side of the
bargain. After all, from His side, God had
contracted to guarantee progeny to Abraham.
At first, Abraham had thought that maybe
Eliezer would suffice, as someone from the
outside who had been adopted into the family,
but it is now clear to him that genetic factors
remain crucial. So Abraham makes a contract
with Eliezer to carry out this project, to go
back to the old country and find a wife for his
master’s son from the family. This is a deal, a
contract that will lapse with the carrying out
of the obligation that has been specified and
accepted. It is sealed in a strange way. Eliezer
is said to put his hand “tahat yerekh Avraham”
(Gen.24:9). This is translated often as “he put
his hand under Abraham’s thigh.” We read
the Hebrew word “yd” here as “hand”. But
in Ugaritic, the Canaanite language close to
Hebrew but older, “yd” means “penis”. It is
clear that Eliezer confirms their agreement by
grasping Abraham’s penis. As both Ugaritans
and Hebrews were Canaanites, there is little
reason to doubt this.
This contractual understanding of the term
covenant is very common in the Hebrew
Bible, couched both positively and negatively,
both between partners who are both human
and also between partners that are human
and divine. The human partner contracts to
serve the divine on the assumption that, as a
result, the divine partner will acquiesce in the
human need articulated in the prayer request
that accompanies the ritual fulfillment of the
terms of the contract.
However, in the Prophets there begins to
appear a radically different understanding
of covenant, as a relationship of equals, at
least in terms of the relationship that the
covenant creates. The responsibilities are
not a fulfillment of legalities, the “fine print”,
but actually inherent in the relationship
created by the covenant. For example,
consider Amos 1:9, where we read of a berit
ahim, a “covenant of brothers”, that is being
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continued on page 13

Rabbi Claudio... from page 4
Since I came to Canada and became the
Rabbi of a Congregation affiliated with the
United Synagogue (In South America it is
called “Masorti Amlat”) I began receiving
at least one weekly email with different opportunities for our volunteers, professionals,
educators, boards, strategic leaders, etc. I
know that many of you also receive these
emails. I understand that sometimes we are
“invaded” with so many email in our inboxes,
but the opportunities are all there.
One of the resources that the United Synagogue offers and I believe we could take much
advantage of is the institute for Hebrew School
teachers and directors. As a small community,
sometimes our local educational resources are
limited and opportunities like these can make
a big difference in our Congregation. As with
all kinds of professional development this
requires trips to other cities and some investment; however that’s the reality for almost
all professions and trades in small cities like
ours. Fortunately technology helps and there
are many online resources as well.
For the past twenty years the United Synagogue has been offering the Sulam program
for teaching incoming Synagogue presidents
basic leadership and planning skills. I know
some of our current and past leaders have
taken advantage of them. But now Sulam
has expanded to include programs for the
engagement and training of other potential
and current leaders: Sulam for Emerging
Leaders (for 35-45 years old, with more than
1200 participants to date), Sulam for Current
Leaders (helping members of boards become
more strategic), Sulam for Current Leaders

Action Community (oriented to Synagogue
innovation and new practices), Sulam for Strategic Planners, Sulam for Learning Leaders
and Sulam for Presidents (for new Presidents
and vice-presidents). Thousands of Jews
have already benefitted from them, including
hundreds of Congregations from different
regions. In addition to these formal programs
the United Synagogues offers an incredible
amount of online material for congregational
growth, guidelines and study material.
In terms of youth activities and programs
the United Synagogue could be a rich source
of opportunities for us as well. They offer
summer and yearly programs in Israel focussing on leadership and Jewish personal
growth. As an example, the Conservative
Yeshiva in Jerusalem (which belongs to the
United Synagogue) had just offered a two
week program for college students during
the winter break for just $450, including
airfare. All these are available to members
of congregations affiliated with the United
Synagogue. The United Synagogue Youth and
Kadima are the teen and teenager umbrella
organizations for Synagogue group youth,
offering seminaries and conventions. Camp
Ramah is the network of Camps affiliated
with the United Synagogue which offers a
Jewish summer experience for thousands of
kids around North America.
It is also very important to know that the
United Synagogue has been instrumental for
our Congregation in the implementation of
the successful “PJ Library” program. Thanks
to their help, and the generosity of Sherwood
and Elaine Sharfe, the Harold Greenspon

Hebrew School
Fundraiser
Community members are invited to donate gently used clothing and household
items which will be sold to a local community group to raise funds for the CAI
Hebrew School.
Drop off days are:
January – 22nd, 1-4p.m. • January – 23rd, 1-5:45p.m.
January – 24th, 1-4p.m. • January – 25th, 1-5:45p.m.
All items need to be in plastic bags – no paper bags or boxes, with the exception
of small household appliances that can be put in boxes.
Examples of accepted items: shoes, clothing, hats, scarves, jewelry, bedding,
towels, bags and purses, toys, books, cd’s, dvd’s and small working household
appliances such as toasters or coffee makers.
Items that can not be accepted: weapons, hazardous materials, construction
and auto parts, furniture, tv’s, encyclopedias, computer monitors, infant car and
booster seats.
We are paid by the pound, so please start collecting items now so we have lots in
January!
If you have questions regarding this fundraiser email: hebrewschool@sasktel.net

Foundation and the Calgary Federation, dozens of kids in our Congregation are receiving
quality Jewish books each month. Without
the help of United Synagogue this wouldn’t
have been possible. The United Synagogue
is also the channel through which Conservative synagogues can hire a Rabbi. Together
with the Rabbinical Assembly (the international association of Conservative rabbis),
the United Synagogue provides help and
resources to find the best “match” between
rabbis and congregations. I am personally
grateful for the resources they provided me
during my process of searching for a new
congregation, and especially for guiding me
to Congregation Agudas Israel. I am also very
grateful that Rabbi Steven Wernick, Executive
Director of the United Synagogue, came to
Saskatoon to lead my installation ceremony.
Is also important to mention that our annual
Holocaust program has been awarded with the
Gold Solomon Schecter medal by the United
Synagogue, as well as our Bulletin for its
excellence, professional look and the quality
of its articles.
These programs, resources and awards are
just some examples of the many possibilities
that the United Synagogue offers and we could
take advantage of. Our financial resources are
limited so it’s understandable that we cannot
participate in every activity that requires
travel, however I believe more investment
in our leaders and youth is necessary and
possible, and it’s essential for our future. As
Conservative Jews, our affiliation with the
United Synagogue is vital for the advancement of a pluralistic and egalitarian Judaism
that combines tradition and modern values in
the same degree.
I would like to invite everyone, especially
our leadership, to become more involved with
what the United Synagogue does, to look at
their website, read their emails and become
more involved, because they have a lot to offer
to us, but it’s up to us to take advantage of it.
Bebirkat Shalom

C H A R T E R E D A C C O U N T A NTS
Keith Thomson
Brian Turnquist
Michael Gorniak
Rodney Trayhorne
Amberly Chabot

B.Comm. CA
B.Comm. CA
B.Comm. CA
MPAcc. CA
B.Comm.

•Accounting & Auditing
•Personal & Corporate Tax Planning & Preparation
• Computer Consulting, Training & Monthly Processing
•Financial Planning & Loan Proposals
•Estate Planning •Agristability
•Business Plans •Litigation Support •Business Valuations

244-4414

Fax: 244-1545
400 - 15 23rd St. East - Saskatoon
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Syrian Refugee Sponsorship Update

by Mayah Holtslander
At this time last
year, I wrote an article for the Bulletin
excitedly updating
our community on
all the progress we
had made in our plan
to jointly sponsor a
Syrian refugee family
with the Islamic Association of Saskatchewan
(IAS). I described our successful joint fundraiser, our approval for sponsorship, the family
we would be sponsoring, and the beautiful
little duplex we found and furnished with
help from our community. I’m sure everyone
is wondering, what is happening with CAI’s
Syrian refugee sponsorship. The women of
CARS (our joint sponsorship organization)
are still working tirelessly to sponsor a family,
but we have experienced quite a few setbacks
in the last year.
Last February, we learned our sponsorship
application was approved! All we had left to

do was wait for the family to arrive. We were
told they would come quickly and we were
prepared. However, we waited and waited,
but nothing happened. We grew impatient
and pestered everyone we could think of –
the media, MP’s, and government organizations – for answers. For many months we
received little to no information about what
was happening with our family. Finally, in
September, Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) confirmed that our
family was delayed. They informed us that
the family’s sponsorship to Canada was still
being processed, but would take additional
time. We had a choice to continue waiting, or
cancel our original application and apply to
sponsor a new family. We decided to cancel
our original application. Our original family
is still being processed for sponsorship, and
if approved at a later date, will be sponsored
by the Canadian government.
As a result, in mid-October we submitted
an application to sponsor a new Syrian refu-

gee family. This family consists of a mom,
a dad, a 9-year-old girl, an 8-year-old girl
and a 4-year-old boy. We have experienced
some bureaucratic roadblocks in our second
application and are still in the process of
getting everything approved. As a result of
all these delays, we sadly had to give up the
wonderful little duplex we found for the family. However, all of the furniture, toys, and
supplies our community donated are being
safely stored and eagerly waiting to be used
by a new family.
We have had many frustrating bumps as a
part of our sponsorship process, but CARS
is working diligently to make this Syrian
refugee sponsorship happen. We will sponsor
a Syrian refugee family. We are very certain
of that fact. When our family finally does
arrive and we are able to help them build a
safe and comfortable life in Canada, all of the
different challenges we have experienced in
getting them here will be absolutely be worth
the struggle.

Rabbi Pavey... from page 11
breached with dire consequences. This berit
has an ethical connotation only: it is not a
legal contract. This appears in other parts
of the Biblical text written under Prophetic
influence. The covenant of God with
Abraham between the pieces in Genesis 15:8
makes it clear that, at least from God’s side,
the covenant being made is unconditional;
it does not demand any human response in
terms of spelled out requirements. Among
other verses, Deuteronomy 5:3 is unequivocal
that, again from God’s side, the covenant is
not constrained by time but is eternal. Second
Isaiah in Chapter 55, verse 3, develops the
idea a little further: the covenant is now an
eternal relationship between God and Israel
that arises entirely from the divine love for
the human. It is unconditional, unrestricted

by time or circumstance.
Berit as contract requires both parties to
carry out a duty and thereby earn a reward, and
that involves a disparity of power that enforces
the concurrence of the one with the other.
Berit as relationship is a loving partnership of
equals, and it is love not power that evokes a
response, a response that will itself be one of
love. For the partners seek to become worthy
of the love that they each experience. In this
sense the marriage metaphor that the Prophet
Amos uses in describing the divine-human
relationship is so existentially powerful.
Covenant is based on God. The Hebrew term
for an oath is alah, related to the generic term
for God, el, which means also “judge”. The
concept remains ambivalent: there are both
contracts, enforceable and limited; but there is

also relationship, unlimited and unenforceable
because it arises direct from love, in which
context the playing of power games makes
no sense. Human relationship derives first in
the Abraham-Eliezer story, from kinship in
family, clan and tribal group.
Berit, covenant, lies at the heart of Jewish
thinking about human beings in relationship
with each other and with the divine dimension.
It posits the possibility of human moral
and spiritual growth that subsumes the
dimension of patterned obligation and
consequence, but goes far beyond that to allow
for the spontaneity of human-human and
human-divine loving relationship in mutual
empowerment.

How many of us can remember and picture
our 15 years of Shlichim couples. In this issue
Itai Bar shares with us the work he is doing
in Israel. I hope this may stimulate other Shlichim couples to do the same. They are our
bridge with Israel and I know always willing
to welcome their friends from Saskatoon.
As a physician, I am faced with the challenges of death and dying and now with new
legislation allowing medical assistance in
dying (MAID), I am better able to help my
patients at that difficult time. However, the
greater challenge is not in assisting death but
providing better end of life and palliative care.
Our regular CIJA columnist Steve McDonald
shares with us the work that the Council on

Israeli and Jewish Affairs is doing on our
behalf at a national level. This is yet again an
example of the work done by UIA Canada and
its affiliate organization CIJA.
Looking forward to the New Year, we have
not given up the hope of helping a Syrian family settle in Saskatoon and with that there will
still be work necessary to be done by members
of our Jewish community as we partner with
the Islamic Association of Saskatchewan to
make this become a reality. Finally, let us
all support Sisterhood and make this year’s
Shabbat family dinner another success and
of course Hadassah and CAI as they launch
the 27th Annual Silver Spoon Dinner. Happy
New Year and Shana Tova.

Editorial...

from page 3

Claudio and our congregation emphasizing
the positive relationship he is fostering with
the Catholic Church in Saskatchewan.
As we are an isolated Jewish community
and part of the massive USCJ organization,
sometimes feeling distant and unconnected,
Rabbi Claudio shares with us what the Conservative movement does have to offer us. My
only personal disappointment is that there has
never been a response to my requests from
their leadership or regional representatives
to participate in The Bulletin. However, and
clearly there is a huge amount of material
available to us all from USCJ. Rabbi Claudio is encouraging us and rightly so to avail
ourselves of these opportunities.

This page is sponsored by Effie (Brook) & Harry Gordon of Vancouver
This page is sponsored by Jeffrey and Sherril Stein.
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Yahrtzeits
December 30/31
Freda Aaron
Marjorie Cohen
Alex Gimpel
Hena Feiga Levitsky
Rena Levitsky
Marvin Aarons
Edith Caplan
Hyman Arlinsky
Martha Blum
Susanna Hillman
Tom Kovish
Nathan Kornfeld
Charles Vickar
Helen Levson
Doris Mazer
Leopold Edison
Israel Katzman
Labe Katzman
Velle Bernstein
Joseph Ditlove
Joseph Donen

Tevet 1/2
Dec 30 (1)
Dec 30 (1)
Dec 30 (1)
Dec 30 (1)
Dec 30 (1)
Dec 31 (2)
Dec 31 (2)
Jan 1 (3)
Jan 1 (3)
Jan 1 (3)
Jan 1 (3)
Jan 2 (4)
Jan 2 (4)
Jan 3 (5)
Jan 3 (5)
Jan 4 (6)
Jan 4 (6)
Jan 4 (6)
Jan 5 (7)
Jan 5 (7)
Jan 5 (7)

January 6/7
Lil Gitlin
Annie Handelman
Ida Gamm
Arthur Singer
Julie Singer
Moses Filer
Mary Davidner
Michael Davidner
Syd Gelmon
Solomon Shaw
Elizabeth Brewster
Arnold Golumbia
Baby Trager
Jacob Trager
Morris Ames
Joseph Caplan
Estelle Gladstone

Tevet 8/9
Jan 6 (8)
Jan 6 (8)
Jan 7 (9)
Jan 7 (9)
Jan 7 (9)
Jan 8 (10)
Jan 10 (12)
Jan 10 (12)
Jan 10 (12)
Jan 10 (12)
Jan 11 (13)
Jan 11 (13)
Jan 11 (13)
Jan 11 (13)
Jan 12 (14)
Jan 12 (14)
Jan 12 (14)

January 13/14
Leon Dragushan
Anne Goldstein
Sadie O’Fallon
Anne Shore
Jerry Brown
Fanny Miller
Joe Schachter
Gertrude Bricker
Harry Spector
Minnie Cramer

Tevet 15/16
Jan 13 (15)
Jan 13 (15)
Jan 13 (15)
Jan 13 (15)
Jan 14 (16)
Jan 14 (16)
Jan 14 (16)
Jan 15 (17)
Jan 15 (17)
Jan 16 (18)

Tsilav Gutner
S.B. Levin
Essie Flikshteyn
Belema Sokariboa
Harry Buckwold
Sarah Epstein
Sarah Goldenberg
Irvin Nisenholt
Gary Sands
Mordechai Avivi
Margret Cohen
Samuel G. Meyers
Samuel Wiss

Jan 16 (18)
Jan 16 (18)
Jan 17 (19)
Jan 17 (19)
Jan 18 (20)
Jan 18 (20)
Jan 18 (20)
Jan 18 (20)
Jan 18 (20)
Jan 19 (21)
Jan 19 (21)
Jan 19 (21)
Jan 19 (21)

January 20/21
Jacob Laimon
Fanny Landa
Esther Pentol
Morris Claman
Clara Milavsky
Rev. David Avol
Faige Bernbaum
Chaje Taube Goldenberg
Abraham Abelevsky
George Meyer
Irving Schulman
Alice Cameron
Charlotte Fine
Solomon Katzman
Bessie Trager

Tevet 22/23
Jan 20 (22)
Jan 20 (22)
Jan 21 (23)
Jan 22 (24)
Jan 22 (24)
Jan 23 (25)
Jan 23 (25)
Jan 23 (25)
Jan 24 (26)
Jan 25 (27)
Jan 25 (27)
Jan 26 (28)
Jan 26 (28)
Jan 26 (28)
Jan 26 (28)

January 27/28
Tevet 29 / Shevat 1
Bert Scharfstein
Jan 27 (29)
Rhoda Abbey
Jan 28 (Shevat 1)
Isador Singer
Jan 28 (1)
Joseph Sugarman
Jan 28 (1)
Michael Sklar
Jan 29 (2)
Edward David Burns
Jan 30 (3)
Chaim Reznick
Jan 30 (3)
William Shear
Jan 30 (3)
Min Fayerman
Jan 31 (4)
Reuben Gitlin
Jan 31 (4)
Mizal Isaakov
Jan 31 (4)
Shimon Tzalkovich
Jan 31 (4)
Doris Crone
Feb 1 (5)
Chaye Goluboff
Feb 1 (5)
David Rahanim
Feb 1 (5)
Sonny Ludwig
Feb 2 (6)
February 3/4
Walter Zion
Jeffrey Gertler
Rebecca Shore
Benjamin Tadman
Sadie Brand
Girl Neumann

Shevat 7/8
Feb 3 (7)
Feb 4 (8)
Feb 5 (9)
Feb 6 (10)
Feb 6 (10)
Feb 6 (10)

Rabbi Sammy Pereira
Ethel Scharfstein
Joseph Switzer
Charles Feinstein
Chaim Friedman
Sondra Rexnick
Jacob Waldman
Clara Adilman
Joseph M. Bender
Annie Golumbia
Rose Gonick
Lillian Friedman
Pearl Gurstein
Saralee Plachte
Louis Shore
Louis Spector

Feb 6 (10)
Feb 6 (10)
Feb 6 (10)
Feb 7 (11)
Feb 7 (11)
Feb 7 (11)
Feb 7 (11)
Feb 8 (12)
Feb 8 (12)
Feb 8 (12)
Feb 8 (12)
Feb 9 (13)
Feb 9 (13)
Feb 9 (13)
Feb 9 (13)
Feb 9 (13)

February 10/11
Yosef (Abe) Avivi
Seco Resnick
David Clamin
Nathan Goluboff
Hoarris Holzberg
Sam Raisen
Susan Cherry
Harry Bondar
Sam Hearn
Lida Isaakov
Gergory Trush
Albert Viner
Gitta Gootnik
Shirley Barenbaum
Isadore Korber
Nathan Siskin
Albert Solsberg

Shevat 14/15
Feb 11 (15)
Feb 11 (15)
Feb 12 (16)
Feb 12 (16)
Feb 12 (16)
Feb 12 (16)
Feb 13 (17)
Feb 14 (18)
Feb 14 (18)
Feb 14 (18)
Feb 14 (18)
Feb 14 (18)
Feb 15 (19)
Feb 16 (20)
Feb 16 (20)
Feb 16 (20)
Feb 16 (20)

February 17/18
William Adilman
John Cameron
H. Glick
Hyman Tabachnicoff
Morris Burtnick
Meyer Gurstein
Ethel Katzman
Harry Thomas Aaron
Joseph S. Dunn
Joseph Gonick
Abraham Guttmann
Sarah Laimon
Baruch Levington
Freda Katz
Jack Miller
Vera Rabinovitch
Male Tzalkovich
Esther Freidin
Sol Freidin

Shevat 21/22
Feb 17 (21)
Feb 17 (21)
Feb 17 (21)
Feb 17 (21)
Feb 18 (22)
Feb 18 (22)
Feb 18 (22)
Feb 20 (24)
Feb 20 (24)
Feb 20 (24)
Feb 20 (24)
Feb 20 (24)
Feb 20 (24)
Feb 21 (25)
Feb 21 (25)
Feb 21 (25)
Feb 21 (25)
Feb 22 (26)
Feb 22 (26)

Jessie Kay
Bertha Kuenstler
Libby Lee
Percy Shore
Len Wolf
Perl Kleyman
Sam Rabinovitch
Abraham Trager

Feb 22 (26)
Feb 22 (26)
Feb 22 (26)
Feb 22 (26)
Feb 22 (26)
Feb 23 (27)
Feb 23 (27)
Feb 23 (27)

February 24/25
Fanny Sugarman
Matthew Gonick
Jack Schwartz
Morris Danenhirsch
Benjamin Faibish
Harriett Kaplan
Herman Mahlerman
Fanny Nisenholt
Sarah Altman
Bill Katz
Gertie Chochinov
Elaine Friedman
Ruth Horlick
Lily Satz
Millie Diamond
Ronald Trute
Esther Berenbaum
Hazel Buckwold
Gitman Chertkow
Marcia Sarlin
Rose Selchen

Shevat 28/29
Feb 24 (28)
Feb 25 (29)
Feb 25 (29)
Feb 26 (30)
Feb 26 (30)
Feb 26 (30)
Feb 26 (30)
Feb 26 (30)
Feb 27 (Adar 1)
Feb 27 (1)
Feb 28 (2)
Feb 28 (2)
Feb 28 (2)
Feb 28 (2)
Mar 1 (3)
Mar 1 (3)
Mar 2 (4)
Mar 2 (4)
Mar 2 (4)
Mar 2 (4)
Mar 2 (4)

March 3/4
Boy Bressler
Charna Gersher
Wolf Meth
Naomi Rose
Shirley Scitz
Frances Melamede
Raisa Mondrus
Rose Wolfe
Annie Altschul
Albert Krolik
Fira Rotenberg
Dana Unknown
Sadie Chertkow
Itta Golumbia
Motas Kleyman
Fred Shnay
Gussie Sklar
Moses Burt
Maurice Mitchell

Adar 5/6
Mar 4 (6)
Mar 4 (6)
Mar 4 (6)
Mar 4 (6)
Mar 4 (6)
Mar 5 (7)
Mar 5 (7)
Mar 5 (7)
Mar 6 (8)
Mar 6 (8)
Mar 6 (8)
Mar 6 (8)
Mar 7 (9)
Mar 8 (10)
Mar 8 (10)
Mar 8 (10)
Mar 8 (10)
Mar 9 (11)
Mar 9 (11)

we design and print...

Accounting & Auditing
Estate Planning
Management Consulting
Business Valuations

Financial Planning
Mergers & Acquisitions
Income Tax Returns
Corporate Tax Returns

Saskatoon
Regina
Tel: (306) 653-6100
Tel: (306) 522-6500
Website www.virtusgroup.ca

Brochures
Newsletters
Flyers
Posters
Presentation Folders
Laser Cheques
Stationery
Annual reports
Business Forms
Carbonless Forms

Textbooks
Family History Books
... to your specifications and satisfaction

Tel. 306.955.3373 • Fax. 306.955.5739
217 Jessop Avenue • Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7N 1Y3

500, 123 - 2nd Avenue South
Saskatoon Sk Canada S7K 7E6

Michael R. Scharfstein, B.Comm., J.D.
mscharfstein@SHTB-law.com
Ph: 306.244.0132 Fax: 306.653.1118
www.SHTB-law.com

This page is sponsored by Lorna Bernbaum in memory of her parents Dr. Frank and Frances Bernbaum.
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CAI Alumni - the Gropper’s at the
wedding of Gladys Roses’ grandson

Hanukkah Party

This page is sponsored by Lois & Walter Gumprich, with Susanne, Daniel, Michelle, Abigail and their families.
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January 2017 • Tevet / Shevat 5777
Sunday

1 Tevet 3

Monday

2 Tevet 4

Tuesday

3 Tevet 5

Wednesday

4 Tevet 6

Thursday

5 Tevet 7

Friday

6 Tevet 8

VAYLGASH

Teen Group JLD
6:30 pm

OFFICE CLOSED

No Morning Service
Havdallah
8:00 pm

Hanukkah
New Year’s Day

8 Tevet 10

Saturday

7 Tevet 9

*

9 Tevet 11

10 Tevet 12

11 Tevet 13

12 Tevet 14

13 Tevet 15

14 Tevet 16

VAYECHI

Jewish Prayer
Musical Workshop
7:00 pm
*

15 Tevet 17
B’nai Brith
Breakfast Meeting
Sherwood Chevrolet
11:00 am

22 Tevet 24
Let’s Talk
Israel
10:00 am

29 Shevat 2

16 Tevet 18

17 Tevet 19

18 Tevet 20

19 Tevet 21

Teen Group JLD
6:30 pm

Lunch and Learn
12:00 pm

*

24 Tevet 26

Lunch and Learn
12:00 pm

25 Tevet 27

26 Tevet 28

SHEMOT

* Matthew Ditlove

28 Shevat 1

27 Tevet 29

VA’ERA
ROSH CHODESH

Board Meeting
7:00 pm

Jewish Prayer
Musical Workshop
7:00 pm

30 Shevat 3

21 Tevet 23

Shabbat Family Dinner
6:00 pm Service
Dinner to follow

Jewish Prayer
Musical Workshop
7:00 pm

23 Tevet 25

20 Tevet 22

* Grant Scharfstein

7:00 pm

* Steven Simpson

31 Shevat 4

Lunch and Learn
12:00 pm
Jewish Prayer
Musical Workshop
7:00 pm

February 2017 • Shevat / Adar 5777
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

			 1 Shevat 5

Teen Group JLD
6:30 pm

Thursday

2 Shevat 6

3 Shevat 7

Friday

Saturday

4 Shevat 8

BO

Shlichim
Cooking Class
and Dinner
6:00 pm

* Zoe Litman

5 Shevat 9

6 Shevat 10

7 Shevat 11

8 Shevat 12

9 Shevat 13

Lunch and Learn
12:00 pm

10 Shevat 14

6 pm Service

13 Shevat 17

* Michael Gertler

14 Shevat 18

15 Shevat 19

16 Shevat 20

17 Shevat 21

Teen Group JLD
6:30 pm

Lunch and Learn
12:00 pm
Jewish Prayer
Musical Workshop
7:00 pm

19 Shevat 23

20 Shevat 24

BESHALLACH
SHABBAT SHIRAH
TU B`SHEVAT

Jewish Prayer
Musical Workshop
7:00 pm

12 Shevat 16

11 Shevat 15

18 Shevat 22

YITRO

* Nicky Gitlin

21 Shevat 25

22 Shevat 26

23 Shevat 27

Board Meeting
7:00 pm

OFFICE CLOSED

24 Shevat 28
6 pm Service

25 Shevat 29

MISHPATHIM
SHABBAT SHEKALIM

6:00 pm
* Harold Shiffman

26 Shevat 30

27 Adar 1

28 Adar 2

Lunch and Learn
12:00 pm

This page is sponsored by B’nai Brith Lodge #739
* Bema Roster

