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Let us entertain you
at the 26th Annual

715 McKinnon Ave, Saskatoon S7H 2G2

(306) 343-7023 Fax: (306) 343-1244
President: Harold Shiffman

Monday, May 9th, 2016
TCU Place (Centennial Auditorium)

Purchase your tickets On-Line at www.Picatic.com
Starting at noon Monday, January 11, 2016
Ticket Price $200
The Silver Spoon Dinner, famous for
bringing celebrity speakers to Saskatoon,
is proud to present this year’s guest
speaker/ entertainer – Juno AwardWinning Canadian Singer/ Songwriter.....

Chantal Kreviazuk.

Syrian Refugee Project

Saturday Jan 16th at 7:00 PM
Station 20 West at 1120 20th Street West Saskatoon.
This will be a joint fund raiser with the Islamic Association.
A Syrian woman and her daughter will speak about their recent experiences
of fleeing Syria, and their journey to Saskatoon. We will show a brief
historical video explaining the situation in Syria, and why we should support
the Syrian Refugee project.
A light snack of Middle Eastern food we commonly share will be offered after the
program.
PLEASE MARK THE DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR AND SPREAD THE WORD
TO YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY.

The success of the Syrian Refugee project depends on all of us.

Bio on page 13

Shabbat Family
Dinner
Friday, January 15th,
6:00 p.m.

Service led by the Hebrew School with
participation by CAI Sisterhood
Dinner Tickets can be purchased from
Myla by calling 306-343-7023 ext. 1
RSVP’s are mandatory. Please RSVP by
January 10th to be sure you get a spot.
Members:
Children 3 & under - free
Children 4-12 - $10.00
Students - $18.00
Adults - $20.00
Family - $50.00

Non-Members:
Children 3 & under free
Children 4-12 - $11.00
Students - $20.00
Adults - $22.00
Family - $55.00

Milton Taylor is the 43rd
Recipient of the B’nai Brith
“We’re Proud of You” Award
I am writing to
thank you once again
for choosing me as
your 43rd recipient of the B’nai Brith “We’re
Proud of You” Award.
Every day since the Silver Plate Dinner I
have had friends and acquaintances (even a
friend of my mother’s!) congratulate me on
this honor. I believe that says more about the
prominence of your award than it does about

me. For more than four decades, you have
made a clear and consistent statement about
your values through the recipients you have
selected. You remind us each year of what
is important in our community and in our
lives. Furthermore, I have never known any
member of B’nai Brith who has not lived by
the standards which serve as your criteria for
the “We’re Proud of You” Award.
continued on page 13

Tikkun Olam
Consultation Meeting

Sunday January 10th • 12:00 noon

JCC in the Gladys Rose Board room.
All members of the community are
encouraged to attend.

This page is sponsored by Gladys Rose of Toronto

Deadline for the next Bulletin is February 15th, 2016

From the Shlichim’s Desk

by Dan and Lee Vardi

After the success of
the last Bulletin’s article, we decided to
continue with sharing and hilighting
different inspiring
projects that happen
in Israel, sharing a variety of stories and
people from Israel, stories you don’t often
hear in the news.
For this issue we chose
to tell you about the “Israel Guide Dog Center
for the Blind” (IGDCB),
a very special place not
far from Tel-Aviv. We first
learned about it through
Dan’s parents, who have
volunteered there on a
regular basis for the past
eight years.
We’ll tell the center’s
story in part through Bracha Ben-Ari. Bracha
was born partially sighted and lived most of
her life without mobility aids, but a few years
ago she noticed that her vision was deteriorating rapidly.
“Have you ever thought of an event that
totally revolutionized your life? For me that
event was the day I received my first guide dog

from the Israel Guide Dog Center for the Blind
(IGDCB). Before a guide dog entered my life
I was struggling with losing my
independence and self-confidence due to my deteriorating
vision. Today Dinka, a beautiful, good-natured and extremely
intelligent Labrador-Golden Retriever and I are an inseparable
pair, and she has turned my life
around completely.”
Before the establishment
of the IGDCB, Israelis had
to travel abroad to receive a
guide dog. Noach Braun, a young Israeli was
determined to establish a guide dog school
in Israel to remedy that situation. In 1986
Noach traveled to the United States, where
he met Norman Leventhal, a Jewish activist
and philanthropist from Pennsylvania who
immediately latched on to Noach’s vision and
took up the challenge. Norman began raising
the necessary funds to enable Noach to learn
to train guide dogs and return to Israel, where
he established the center in 1991. The present
campus is located in a pastoral agricultural area
near Moshav Beit Oved just south of Tel Aviv.
The campus is totally accessible to blind and
visually impaired clients.
Since its establishment the Center has cre-

ated more than 530
partnerships between
blind and visually
impaired Israelis and
guide dogs. Their
clients come from all
ethnic and religious
backgrounds, new
immigrants, disabled
IDF veterans, and
victims of terrorist acts. Each partnership
represents a unique story of overcoming visual
disability by gaining greater independence,
self-esteem, and safe mobility through partnership with a guide dog.
The Israel Guide Dog Center is a member
of the International Federation of Guide Dog
Schools and the only accredited guide dog
school in the Middle East.
Guide dog puppies are born at the center
from specially selected breeding females. After eight weeks they are distributed to puppy
raisers who provide a loving home for the first
year. The dogs then return to the center where
they are evaluated and begin five months of
training in the skills required to safely lead a
blind person. Professional trainers at the center
use the clicker training method, which emphasizes positive reinforcement of good behavior.
continued on page 12

B’nai Brith Report

by David Katzman, President of B’nai Brith Lodge 739 and Chairman of Silver Plate Dinner
The 61st B’nai Brith Silver Plate Dinner was
a wonderful success. Michael Shaw did an
extraordinary job entertaining our 900+ guests.
The ticket sales and the draw itself were meticulously managed by Arnie Shaw, assisted by
Gord Holtslander. Steve Goluboff did his usual
gobsmacking job of selling tickets (250+) but
heard distinctly were the footsteps of Matthew
Ditlove as he sells a huge number of tickets.
The proceeds of our very impressive Silent and
Live Auctions, organized by Ron Gitlin, go
directly to CAI. Milt Taylor was awarded the
prestigious “We Are Proud of You Award” for
his extraordinary volunteer services over many
decades. BB provides $5000 to a Saskatoon
Foundation fund of Milt’s choosing.

Many years ago, B’nai Brith chose to focus
its support for youth related activities. We provided almost $50 000 to the Children’s Hospital, and another $25 000 to Ronald McDonald
House. B’nai Brith was the first group to provide financial support ($25 000) to the Snowboarding and Tubing Park, a fabulous project
being led by the Saskatoon Optimist Club.
We also made a multi-year commitment to El
Sistema, an international music program that
brings orchestral training to elementary age
students. Finally, our Hebrew School students
chose to support the SPCA and we trust their
instincts so BB made a $25 000 commitment
to the SPCA to support education programs in
schools.
BB also
supported the
Ukrainian community’s
remembrance of
the Holodomor,

Stalin’s deliberate starvation of
several million
Ukrainians in
1932/33. Finally,
in December, BB
acted as servers
at a Holiday Lunch at King George Community School (we looked quite fetching in our
blue and white Channukah toques, provided
by Janet Erickson).
This fall we welcomed Steven Simpson to
our executive as treasurer, and Allen Morris
as our secretary and both men have provided
excellent service. We would very much like
to see all Jewish men in Saskatoon join our
Lodge and we sincerely invite the participation of non-Jewish men with Jewish partners.
Our Gerry Rose Volunteer Award is designed to recognize someone who provided
an exceptional level of volunteer service to the
Jewish Community. Please contact me if you
would like to nominate someone.
Our next meeting: Tuesday, January 12, 7:30
at CAI. (then April 12, 7:30)
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Editorial
by Steven Goluboff
With the world in the
midst of unrest and uncertainty and the moves
of refugees seen in unprecedented numbers,
and with the primary
focus being those fleeing from the horrors of war in Syria and Iraq,
our small Jewish community has partnered
with the Islamic Association of Saskatchewan
to participate in sponsoring a single Syrian
family. The logistics of this enterprise are challenging and require a combined effort of both
communities over the next year at least. It does
not only require a financial commitment from
individual members of our communities but
actual time and effort to assist in the myriad of
demands that will be faced in the early months
of their arrival in Saskatoon. They will likely
have very limited English language skills,
great cultural differences and need assistance
to literally acclimatize to life in Canada. Supplying some of the many material needs will
probably be the easiest to accomplish after
finding them suitable housing. The Board of
CAI has agreed to support this initiative with
the understanding that the Tikkun Olam Committee has adequate human resources to fulfill
their obligation to an immigrant family. It has
not formally committed funds from the Saskatoon Jewish Foundation as the expectation is
that the monies will be raised from individual
members. There is no doubt that this is an extra
and added example of Tzedakah, only weeks
following our local United Israel Campaign,
which raises funds to meet our own needs in
the form of the Shlichim program and to aid
Jews in distress in Israel and around the world.
The Tikkun Olam Committee under the leadership of JoAnne Jaffe, Sarah Goluboff, Willow
Allen and with their partners in the Islamic
community, have already made great strides
in forming a partnership. They have planned
a Jewish community information gathering
session on January 10th at 10:30 am at the
Synagogue and their first combined program
and fund raising event on January 16th at 7 pm
at Station 20 West. Details of their plans are
included in the article by Sarah Goluboff in
this issue of The Bulletin and more advertising and marketing about these events will be
forthcoming over the next few weeks. In spite
of the questions and ambivalence by some
members of the community about this project,
I encourage everyone to keep an open mind
about how this kind of activity may not only
save a family but may create important bridges
between two very disparate and sometimes
adversarial religions and cultures. Hopefully,
it will be an opportunity for our children and
grandchildren to have a better and healthier
understanding of what Jews and Moslems have
in common, thus the name of the combined

FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY
The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel

Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home committed to deepening
the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in the historical traditions of
the Jewish people. We are a progressive, democratic and sensitive congregation responding to the widest
spectrum of Jewish thought and practice.
Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

MAZEL TOV AND CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Anne Shectman on the celebration of her 100th birthday. Anne is still a member of CAI but
has lived in Toronto for several years.
The Goluboff Family on the birth of a great nephew and cousin, Nate Walker Goluboff,
son of Dan and Vanessa Goluboff, brother to Ari, and grandson of Richard and Georgina
Goluboff.
Gili Schvartz and Hadar Linden formerly of Saskatoon, on the birth of a daughter, Ori in
Israel.
Cantor Neil Schwartz on the birth of a granddaughter, Shira Elana, a daughter of David
Schwartz and Miriam Aronin.
Sherry and Cam King whose son Benjamin King has been awarded one of the Friends
of the University of Regina Undergraduate Award. Ben is currently enrolled in the U of R
Social Work program.
Kayla Hock whose daughter Clare Isman received the Governor General Gold Medal for
making a significant contribution in the field of public administration in Saskatchewan.
Zara Gurstein, whose granddaughter, Kimberly Glassman has been invited to present an
interpretation of dance from Leon Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina at Concordia University where
she is a student of art history and psychology. As well, a mazel tov to Zara’s daughter Lara
Goldenberg who has received the Lou Stern Award in recognition of outstanding leadership
and commitment to the Montreal’s YMHA.
TODAH RABAH AND THANK YOU TO:
On behalf of everyone who has been enjoying the amazing Lazooz program, this is
an acknowledgement of Malvina Rapko! Malvina has worked hard to bring this wonderful
opportunity to the families of the community and our children have enjoyed the program so
much. In particular, this initiative has enabled them to further cultivate relationships with
one another and to feel connected to the synagogue and Jewish community. Thank you and
mazel tov Malvina for your creativity, passion and dedication!
We appreciate it! Willow Allen
CHEVRA KADISHA:
The Chevra Kadisha is in need of volunteers to serve on this important synagogue
committee. Please contact Lesley-Ann Crone, Chair, Chevra Kadisha, at 306-955-3193.
committee, CARS, the Children of Abraham
Refugee Sponsors.
As always, our community is challenged
with many activities, and the demand for our
time and energy often compromises the success of any single program. The night before
the CARS event at Station 20 West, is our an-

nual Sisterhood Shabbat Family Dinner when
we welcome new members to the congregation
and witness our Hebrew School children leading services, followed by what is always an
excellent meal. Hopefully, both programs will
be well-supported. Shana Tova as we begin a
new secular year.
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From the President

by Harold Shiffman, President, CAI
It is no surprise to
anyone that Congregation Agudas Israel
offers the most interesting, moving and
entertaining Jewish
events in the city. What
is surprising is how many of these events a
community our size is able to accomplish,
especially in the course of only a few days
this past November. In a single week, our
congregation welcomed Rabbi Raphael Katz
from Chabad of Saskatoon to Rabbi Claudio’s
“Judaism in the 21st Century” learning series,.
Nate Leipciger, a survivor of Auschwitz II,
Birkenau, spoke to thousands of children in
Warman and Prince Albert (and still made time
to come to our Judaism learning class), and to
top things off, Lyndon J. Linklater from the
Office of the Treaty Commissioner joined us
for a Tikkun Olam Shabbat Service to speak
with us about Aboriginal culture and reconciliation. An amazing week for a small synagogue.
When deciding what my topic for discussion

should be this month, my mind immediately
went to these three events and the common
elements that I took from them. What does a
Chabad Rabbi, a Holocaust Survivor and an
Aboriginal Leader have in common? Although
disparate at first glance, there was a common
theme amongst each one of them, and that was
the importance of oral tradition.
Oral tradition in our culture dates back to
the beginnings of Judaism itself. Before the
Second Temple was destroyed, it is believed
that much of our Jewish code of conduct,
festival and Shabbat observance, dietary laws,
and many other facets of our culture were
passed on generation to generation by spoken
word. When Lyndon Linklater took the floor
after our Shabbat evening service, he told us
stories: Contemporary and ancient stories.
Telling stories is his people’s tradition, and
elders are often held in high esteem because of
their wisdom and depth of storytelling. I feel
that is also common in Jewish culture.
After the destruction of the Second Temple,
the Rabbis at the time suggested we write

down our oral tradition for fear of losing
it entirely. This brought up many issues of
concern, such as how does a tradition evolve
if it is written and cannot be influenced by
contemporary surroundings, or who will be the
creator of these written words and will their
interpretation and commentary be reflective
in all ranges of Jewish thought? While the
creation of the Talmud was important to the
continued existence of Judaism, for the next
two thousand years we still struggle today with
these written words and what might have been
if our stories maintained their oral malleability.
The story of Nate Leipciger, however,
brings another concern to the forefront: What
happens when all of our storytellers are gone?
The horrors of the Shoah are well documented
and known around the world, but the firsthand
accounts given by people such as Nate are
more powerful and moving than any book or
Hollywood movie could be. Would we be doing justice to Nate’s story by writing it down,
or is it our responsibility to maintain this oral
continued on page 10

Divrei Harav – Rabbi Claudio’s Message

Have we transformed Hanukkah into a Jewish “Boxing Week”?

by Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky

By the time you will that story? That year he went to the Synagogue aspects of the holiday we are emphasising
be reading this article, for the first time and celebrated Hanukkah with when we are celebrating it; whether we use
Hanukkah and the De- the Jewish Community.
this as an opportunity to teach about the valcember holiday season
I think it’s a great story, but do not think of ues of the holidays or merely to highlight the
will be over already. Castro as an ignorant man. After all the Rabbis external practices.
For some reason, perhaps because we stayed in the Talmud (Tractate Shabbat) also asked
For many Jews Hanukkah has become
home and didn’t go on holidays as we usually the same question: “What is Hanukkah? It important because it was transformed into the
continued on page 14
do, this year I had the possibility of taking seems that for their generation the meaning of
some time to reflect a little bit deeper about the Holiday wasn’t clear as well, and they felt
what we do each year during the time of Ha- the need of clarifying it. What about us? Do
nukkah. Although Hanukkah is over now, I we really know why we light those candles?
don’t want to wait until next year to share with Is it really about a miracle that multiplied the
you some of my thoughts.
amount of Kosher oil for lighting a Menorah?
While doing my personal study for Hanuk- Is it about a revolt against some oppressors
kah this year, I came across a very interesting in ancient times? Is it all about presents and
story about Fidel Castro. It is told that during a parties?
public gathering the head of the Cuban Jewish
Paradoxically, while Hanukkah is considCommunity approached him and asked: “Why ered a minor holiday in the Jewish calendar it
haven’t you visited our Synagogue yet?” He has become a very important celebration for
replied “Well, because no one invited me!” many Jews, sometimes more important than
Immediately she extended an invitation to Passover, Shavuot and Sukkot, or even more
Castro to join the Jewish community in their important than the High Holidays. Many Jews
Hanukkah celebration. Fidel asked: “What don’t attend the Synagogue for Rosh Hashanah
is Hanukkah?” And thinking quickly, the and Yom Kippur but they do light the HanukPresident of the Jewish Community replied: kah candles. Is that good or bad for Judaism?
It is a celebration of the victory of a group of And how did that transformation happen?
rebels who revolted against the government
The fact that Hanukkah is today probably the
and brought a revolution”. Castro’s eyes lit most popular Jewish holiday is not necessarily
up – what could be more relevant to him than good or bad, but it mostly depends on which
This page is sponsored by Effie (Brook) & Harry Gordon of Vancouver
This page is sponsored by Dr. Alan Rosenberg & Dr. Lesley-Ann Crone and family
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by Sarah Goluboff

The Syrian Refugee Project

The Tikkun Olam
Committee is very
pleased to announce
that Congregation
Agudas Israel has partnered with the Islamic
Association of Saskatchewan to sponsor a Syrian refugee family.
We are grateful that the Congregation Agudas
Israel Board is supportive in this endeavor.
I, along with JoAnn Jaffe, Willow Allen and
Mayah Holtslander are part of the Steering
Committee, and have met several times with
the rest of the Tikkun Olam Committee to plan
and discuss what is needed to succeed in this
project. We have also met a number of times
with Hanan Elbardouh, the Education director
of the Association and her team.
Our first steering committee meeting was
held at Hanan’s home. Here, we kibitzed and
enjoyed each other’s company. We joked that
our whole steering committee is made up of
women, and discussed the fact that it is often
the women who band together to get these
types of things done. Together we decided that
we should have a common name to bring our
groups together. We came up with Children

of Abraham Refugee Sponsors of Saskatoon, Canadian Government to give us access to the
giving the acronym of CARS. We liked CARS, list of refugee families we can choose from.
as our mission is to steer the world in the direc- We should have this list very soon, and thus
tion of tolerance and acceptance, rather than can make the decision as to which family we
intolerance and racism. Our world is a very will be bringing to Saskatoon. Once we know
whom we will be sponsorscary place right now, and
ing we will be able to start
it is our human duty to help
collecting donated items
those in desperate need of a
needed.
safe haven. We must put our
We also discussed in
differences aside, and come
depth not only the finantogether as one to spread the
cial aspect of bringing a
word of peace and love, not
Sarah Goluboff and Jared Katzman
family to Canada, but also
fear and hate. We are all huthe support needed once
man, and must realize we can
they arrive here. We must raise a minimum
find common ground and do things in peace.
We discussed many other important matters. of $30,000 to bring a family of four to Canada,
We went through the detailed process of bring- although we are hoping to raise more. It is my
ing a refugee family to Canada, and filled out a understanding that the refugees are expected
number of forms to get the ball rolling. One of to pay the government back for travel costs to
the questions on the government form is “what Canada. We do not want to start our family
type of family would you like to sponsor?” As off with debt so we hope to cover their travel
a group, we decided to request a single mother costs for them. We will be splitting this cost
and her children. We are not totally closed to with the Islamic Association of Saskatchewan
having a family with a father, however it is so in reality we need to have a minimum of
the women who have lost their husbands in $15,000 raised and in the Tikkun Olam fund.
war that are most vulnerable, and in the most
continued on page 11
need of help. We are currently waiting for the

by Sarah Goluboff
The Tikkun Olam Social Justice Committee
has been working hard the past few months.
We are a very engaged group that is dedicated
to making a difference in our world. On
November 20th, the Tikkun Olam Committee
planned a Shabbat Service with a potluck dinner to follow. We were fortunate to have Lyndon J. Linklater from the Office of the Treaty
Commissioner as our guest speaker. Mr.
Linklater is a public speaker that is passionate
about educating and bringing awareness to the
public about First Nations culture, traditions
and history. He uses the aboriginal oral tradition of storytelling to educate his listeners.
Mr. Linklater started his dialogue by talking
about the First Nations way of life before the
Europeans colonized Canada, and how their
way of life was so different from those of the
European settlers. He spoke about their different languages and how the First Nations

people had a great connection and respect for
the land, as it is the land that they lived off of.
He explained to us that the First Nations
people did not necessarily have a written
history, where as they depended on the oral
tradition of story telling to pass down the
knowledge, beliefs, traditions, culture and way
of life to its younger generations. The European settlers believed that because the First
Nations people did not have a written history
that it was treated as primitive and unworthy.
Mr. Linklater talked in depth about the atrocious part of Canadian History, the Residential
School system and the negative impact these
schools had on the First Nations people, and
their culture. He spoke about how children
were taken from their families and homes at
a very young age, and sent away to residential schools. At these schools many children
endured brutal physical, sexual and mental

A Tikkun Olam Shabbat

abuse. This abuse caused a damaging effect
on the First Nations people. The Residential
School system caused its students to have
no self worth and thus created a life cycle of
poverty, addiction and instability. The First
Nations people are still today experiencing the
negative effect of what the Canadian Government did to them.
It is only recently that we as a society are
trying to repair what we have done. There
is much more First Nations awareness and
education today than ever before. Children
are educated as early as preschool about
First Nations culture and traditions. Just a
continued on page 13

Joseph P. Dawson, CFP

Financial Advisor

from

ISRAEL

Premium kosher table wines
available at Saskatoon Co-op
Wines & Spirits, Blairmore Centre.
Find a wide selection of Galil
Mountain and Teperberg wines
from Israel at attractive prices.

Imported by Norman Gladstone & International Cellars Inc.Vancouver, BC

100, 806 Spadina Cres. E.
Saskatoon, SK S7K 3H4
Bus: (306) 931-6711
Cell: (306) 716-6711
Toll Free: 1-800-893-2846

joseph.dawson@edwardjones.com

Making Sense of Investing
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Hadassah-WIZO News

CHW is Canada’s leading Jewish women’s philanthropic organization. Founded in 1917,
CHW is non-political, volunteer driven and funds a multitude of programs and projects
for Children, Healthcare and Women in Israel and Canada.
by Linda Shaw
Our CHW Chapter
has been quietly busy
since our fabulous annual launch with our
Opening Meeting at my house on October
4th. Twenty women (and 2 kids) came out for
our Pot Luck Dinner - more than we’ve had
out in years. What wonderful energy! Wilma
Miller from the Awl Shoppe shared packing
tips as our program but the real activity was
the socializing. It reminded me how important
it is to casually get together with “girlfriends”

Saskatoon CHW Opening Meeting/ Potluck
Dinner. Sunday, October 4, 2015
Back Row L. to R.:Janet Erikson, Simonne
Horwitz, Malvina Rapko, Anna Gersher,
Sara Liebman, Dianne Greenblat, Robin
Sasko, Rebecca Simpson, Susan Katzman,
Wilma Miller (our Guest Speaker)
Front Row: Jennifer Hesselson, Leona
Wasserman, Lee Vardi, MarshaScharfstein,
Lesley-Ann Crone, Zoe Litman, Linda Shaw.

and be united in our common interest in humanitarian causes. It was fun. The food was
excellent too. Thanks everyone.
We voted to continue our “Jewish-style
Dinner for 8” Raffle project for 2016 and
agreed to sell the tickets again at the B’nai
Brith Silver Plate Dinner mid-November. Our
2015 winner, TJ Smith, claimed his prize just
days before that and so we (Dianne, Leona and
I) served a delicious meal to TJ and his guests
on Sunday, November 8th. We were able to
put together a tasty feast for them on very
short notice. What a tribute to our chapter’s
resourcefulness and teamwork! The Smiths
and their guests loved the “Jewish-style ” food
and enjoyed the explanations of our traditions
and holidays. They immediately bought
tickets for next year’s dinner and even made
a generous donation to CHW – our very first
“tip”. Thank you to all our talented cooks and
helpers: Lesley-Ann Crone, Dianne Greenblat, Leona Wasserman, Jennifer Hesselson,
Lisa Shiffman, Kayla Hock, Heather Fenyes,
Marsha Scharfstein, Becky SharfsteinMcGettigan, Sherry King, Zoe Litman, Janet
Erikson, Rebecca Simpson, Robin Sasko,
Simonne Horwitz and me. Raffle tickets cost
$5 each and will be on sale until January 15th.
Call Linda.

At the opening meeting we also discussed
how our Saskatoon CHW and Sisterhood
are made up of the same women. I think we
could very successfully combine some of our
meetings in the future. The Community Family Chanukah Fiesta on Saturday, December
5 was a big hit and although it was not specifically a Hadassah-WIZO event, we had a
significant presence there. I hope it was the
start of a very happy Chanukah for all of you.
Jennifer Hesselson went to the CHW National Leaders Forum in Toronto in November. (She always represents us well.) Jennifer
reported that the meetings and AGM were
stimulating and inspiring. Our organization
continues to do great work in a very fiscallyresponsible way. She attended the “I Love
Israel” Gala Soiree, featuring two amazing
very pro-Israel guest speakers: The Honourable John Baird, former Canadian Minister
of Foreign Affairs and Colonel (ret.) Natan
Barak, leader of the Iron Dome Command and
Control System. The evening raised funds for
a cause that is now more critical than ever –
an underground operating room at Hadassah
Hospital, Jerusalem.

Jewish Style Dinner for 8 on Sunday Nov 8
2015 picturing volunteer servers Linda Shaw,
Leona Wasserman and Dianne Greenblat with
the lucky raffle winners, Mr. & Mrs. T.J. Smith

Scharfstein │ Gibbings │ Walen │ Fisher LLP
Barristers & Solicitors

Grant J. Scharfstein, Q.C.
p. 306.653.2838
f. 306.652.4747

Continuing in its leading-edge fundraising,
Canadian Hadassah-WIZO is thrilled
to announce that it is now a partner of
ChangeIt®, an exciting new way to donate
while making everyday purchases using your
BMO ® and RBC ® Credit Cards or select
Credit Union Debit Cards*.What is ChangeIt?
ChangeIt lets you automatically round up
your Credit Card purchases and donate the
difference to us! Interested? Ask Jennifer
about it.
We are now organizing the 2016 Silver
Spoon Dinner for May 9th, 2016. This is our
chapter’s major fund-raising event and it’s
always HUGE. This year we have Chantel
Kreviazuk performing her music and telling
stories of her life and we expect to have record
ticket sales. New this year: Robin Sasko will
be joining me, Linda Shaw, as co-chairperson.
I’m excited. We’ll still need lots of help so
please call me or Robin to volunteer.
The CHW Annual Campaign will begin
in early Spring. Watch your mailboxes and
emails for the campaign material and pledge
cards. We are planning to have the National
President, Claudia Goldman, and the National
Executive Director, Alina Ianson, come to
Saskatoon in May to help us make this our
most successful campaign ever. Please support CHW and its vital projects to the best
of your ability. It’s hugely important and
very much appreciated. While here, Claudia
and Alina will also extend an invitation to
all CHW members and friends to celebrate
the 100th Birthday of Canadian HadassahWIZO (CHW) on the 2017 Centennial Mission to Israel, October 16th to Oct. 26th, 2017.
This has been lots to cover but I feel there’s
lots to look forward to, too.
Happy New Year.

CUELENAERE, KENDALL
KATZMAN
RICHARDS

gscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com
www.scharfsteinlaw.com
500 Scotiabank Building,
111 Second Ave S
Saskatoon, SK S7K 1K6
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CIJA: Fighting Poverty a Jewish Value and
Urgent Cause

by Steve McDonald, Associate Director, Communications, of the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA)
Jewish tradition is
unambiguous about
our obligation to help
those less fortunate.
From laws in the Torah requiring farmers to leave a portion of their
crop for the poor, to Maimonides’ eight levels
of charity, to the extraordinary work of Jewish
Federations in caring for the most vulnerable
among us, the pursuit of social justice has
always been a fixture of Jewish life. As Israel
Salanter, a 19th Century rabbi largely credited
with heralding the Jewish mussar (ethical
self-improvement) movement, once incisively
declared: “A pious Jew is not one who worries about his fellow man’s soul and his own

stomach; a pious Jew worries about his own
soul and his fellow man’s stomach.”
Rabbi Salanter’s words are as prescient today
as ever. In March alone, more than 850,000
Canadians received food from a food bank – a
figure 26% higher than the same month in
2008. In our own community, 14.6% of Jewish Canadians lived below the poverty line as
of 2011 (up from 13.6% in 2001). In the case
of Montreal, this figure is an astonishing 20%.
While the effort to combat poverty is complex and multifaceted, access to affordable
housing is a common denominator for all. A
2010 National Household Survey revealed that
1 in 4 households in Canada – more than 3.3
million in total – are paying more than 30% of

their monthly income for housing (a threshold
of affordability determined by government).
The Canadian Homelessness Research Network estimates that 30,000 people are homeless
on any given night, with at least 150,000 using
a homeless shelter at some point in the year.
When it comes to public policy, this is an
issue that spans the federal-provincial divide.
For example, in 2013, the federal government
allocated $1.25 billion over five years for affordable housing programs administered by the
provinces (which in turn matched these funds).
For the past five decades, Ottawa has provided
extensive subsidies to cover maintenance costs
and rent subsidies for affordable housing units.
continued on page 12

From The Moral and Spiritual Values of Judaism:

by Rabbi Roger V. Pavey (z”l)
The following is
another essay from
Moral and Spiritual
Values, the unpublished work of the
same title by the
late Rabbi Roger
Pavey.
Bet ha zekenim
Another instance of sensitivity to other
people is the Jewish attitude to the old. There
is great respect and compassion for the aged.
Leviticus 19:32 enjoins, “Stand up before the
grey hair, honor the presence of the elderly
and revere your God.” Respect for the old is
associated with respect for God, for they share
with God the attribute of creativity: divine
Parenthood is echoed in human parenthood.

Wealth Creation, Preservation and Management

200 - 261 1st Ave. East
Saskatoon, Sask. S7K 1X2
Bus: 665-3377 Res: 933-4123

he has caused an old person.”
In non-Western societies, throughout history, age has been respected. It has been assumed that the old are social assets, repositories of wisdom, the essential agents that ensure
the identity and continuity of the people by
transmitting knowledge through the generations. Western society, in which ironically
we live a longer life span than at any time in
history, has gone in the opposite direction. It
finds the old embarrassing, a senile momento
mori, and locks them away in homes, where,
all too often they are sedated into a comatose
oblivion until death supervenes. Perhaps we
need to rediscover these particular values of
Jewish tradition that honor both the young and
the old, the productive and the peripheral, and
seek to create a society that is a harmonious
partnership of all its members.
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All the more is this so when the old person
is also a religious role model in scholarship
and moral character, even in advanced age
or senility. R. Yehudah said, “Be careful
to honor an old person who has forgotten
all he ever knew because of infirmity. For
they put in the Ark both the Tablets on which
were inscribed the Ten Commandments, and
also the bits of the original Tablets that were
smashed because of the incident of the Golden
Calf.” But even an ordinary old person is to
be respected, even indeed an Am ha Arets.
When R. Meir saw even an Am ha Arets who
had grown old, he stood up before him, for
he said: he has lived a long time and he must
therefore have behaved morally to deserve
God’s blessing of long life.
Another Rabbi, Resh Lakish, is quoted as
saying, “Anyone who puts an old person to
shame must pay a fine for the special shame
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The Chaim Kornfeld Story

by Lorna Bernbaum – Reporting for the Bulletin
By the time the
Germans entered
Satourojeuhely in
northern Hungary it
was March 1944. It
took them just 57 days
to export almost all of

Hungary’s Jews.
Chaim Kornfield was one of the Hungarian
Jews who arrived at Auschwitz on May 5th
1944. Here he witnessed his parents go into
another line to get gassed on this night of their
arrival. He was selected for work duty, as he
was young and strong, lied about his age, and
also lied about what he did for a living. He told
Dr. Mengele he was a farmer, being advised
to say this .
Chaim stayed there less than two weeks after
being issued a prisoner number, but no tattoo,
prisoner clothes and a pair of wooden clogs.
An inch-wide strip of hair was removed down
the centre of his head for easy identification,
in case he escaped.
Taken to Mauthausen in Austria to help build
underground hidden tunnels for the Nazis, he
was able to make it to the end of the war with a
couple of close calls to death. Being liberated
in May, 1945, that meant he spend exactly 14
months in hell during WWII.
Meanwhile, on the other side of the world,
the Saskatoon Jewish community was growing,
and most of my father’s generation were
dentists, doctors, lawyers, or businessmen.
There was an active community with
two buildings on the westside, including a
synagogue and a place across the street for
classrooms and other activities. Many families
were already moving to the Nutana area and
near the main campus of the University of
Saskatchewan. Things were good.
Upon liberation, Chaim went back to his
hometown to see what was left of his family.
Not much remained. He then became a
cigarette smuggler to raise some money. After
finishing high school in Budapest in 1948, he
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made the voyage to Eretz Yisroel. There he
found kibbutz life repetitive and not to his
liking. Chaim served his years in the army
where he was given the supervisory position
of training girls to track and recognize planes.
But he wanted something more. After working
as the secretary of a small town council, and
meeting Aliza Hershkowitz, he felt restless and
decided to go to Montreal where his brother
lived. Here he worked in a textile factory and
lived in an orthodox community. But soon
Chaim realized this life did not suit him, so he
moved to Toronto.
Working hard in a box factory, he concluded
that there was more to life than this. Reading
the classified ads in the Jewish newspaper
one week, he noticed that Saskatoon was
looking for a Hebrew school teacher. Chaim
applied, was interviewed by Rabbi Adlar, who
happened to be in the city for some business,

and was hired on
the spot. What
did he know about
Saskatoon? Nothing
much. He had heard there were Indians there.
That would not bother a man who had survived
the death camps in WWII. And the job went
with the added attraction that he could continue
his education and go to university. A real perk.
He arrived by train, in August 1954, and was

Reflections from a Former

continued on page 11
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by Ari and Tamar
Most of you
probably know this,
but for those who don’t
we should mention,
that we weren’t
married when we were
shlichim in Saskatoon!
People in Saskatoon
would (understandably) always refer to us as
a married couple, and since it was clear to us
from very early on in our relationship, that we
see ourselves spending the rest of our lives
together, it wasn’t long before we stopped
correcting people and accepted our title as
married, in the eyes of the community. It felt
natural to the both of us, so we weren’t feeling
like we were misleading anyone.
Our time working together gave us a lot - if
we managed to be with each other almost 24/7
for an entire year, and still enjoy each other’s
company, settling down officially was only the
obvious next step.
Throughout the wedding - you were all in
our hearts. Thinking back and remembering
all our deep conversations, the events and
tefilot, and mostly the human connections we
have made, it really is overwhelming. Agudas
Israel had an enourmous impact on our lives
and our relationship, so we thought we would
share with you a few words we said to each
other under the chuppa:
Ari to Tamar:
“Tamari, I’m very excited.
During the past five years, we’ve experienced
a lot together, and yet time flew by. We went
through a long preparation process for our
wedding today, with many conversations and
insights, and here we are, feeling like we just
moved in together in Tel Aviv. Despite the
immense excitement and the uniqueness of
this day, it feels so natural to stand here with
you and celebrate our love, together with the
people we care for.
When we were on Shlichut in Canada, at
some point we stopped correcting community
members who related to us as a married
couple. It didn’t feel like we were misleading

News from our Shlichim
anyone, since I knew long ago it was just a
matter of time before we stand where we are
standing right now. You like to ask me “what’s
the thing you’d want to be doing right now” or
“where would you most want to be”. Usually
I have difficulty answering, but right now the
answer is so clear – to be here with you is the
best thing I could ask for.
Tamari, I love you from the depths of my
soul [from the bottom of my heart]. You sense
your emotions so intensely, that it seems like
you experience life more vibrantly than anyone
surrounding you does. When you watch a
movie or read a book, I can almost follow the
plot just by looking at your expressions. This
high-volume of emotion encompasses me, and
when I’m with you, it seems life picks up gear,
and everything becomes more colorful and
exhilarating.
You understand me so well. You have a
talent for unfolding my thoughts, asking and
saying the right things, and so easily making
me happy. You are an inspiration for me in
so many different ways. In your un-caning
sincerity, your curiosity, your uncontrollable
laughter and happiness, and your ongoing
desire to make the world a better place.
I cannot describe the joy and fortune I have
come by. I am so excited to open a new chapter
in our life and become a family. You are my
best friend, my love, my family. I love you.”
Tamar to Ari:
My Dear Ari’le
Since we started the process called “getting
married”, (the phrase doesn’t entirely capture
the experience), I am thinking of what I will
want to say in this sacred moment. What of
all the things I have to say should be shared
with the people we love and hold dear? How
can I summarize an outer-body experience of
life with you [up to this day and from this day
forth], in just a few sentences? I guess those
words have not yet been invented. And still
I will try to speak what is on my heart. And
maybe I will even succeed in doing so without
crying too much.
Ari, in this place I fell deeply in love with

you. I didn’t know I had these depths within me.
In this place, and in so many more places I am
falling in love with you. And I love you. And I
am discovering that it’s allowed, it’s simple, it’s
so very possible, and even inevitable.
You have great powers of understanding that
enable you to see the people around you. These
powers charm everyone who meets you. I think
one of the words I heard most often about you,
is that you are a prince. It’s really a great word
to describe you. I am so proud to stand beside
you and be dazzled by who you are. How fitting
that you came from this beautiful desert, as a
rare and protected flower. Your depth, coupled
with the light and energetic attitude you
project, your tendency to skip when you walk,
your happiness and optimism, sweep me and
everyone who knows you.
You help me be all I want and can become.
Enable us to seek and find our way – separately
and together. What great force brought our
souls together, and keeps bringing us together
again and again? We are so blessed.
To marry you, as I will do in a moment,
means telling you and all the people with us,
that you are the one and only for me. That I
choose to continue our joint life journey, in
harmony and love. In an apartment with fleas
or in a gorgeous house; during the hard times
and the peak moments; in all of these I choose
to be with you. You make life more beautiful
and magical than I could hope for, and add
what I didn’t know was missing.
Thank you Ari, for listening as if I am
the only one in the world, for your giving –
which is a bottomless pit, for your faith in
me, for your endless patience, for your clear
knowledge.
Through all the future struggles and joy,
I choose, and there is nothing simpler than
making this choice. I love you!
On a different note, Israel has known better
times, as you probably know. We try to be
active in seeking justice and are hoping for
peaceful times with less suffering on both
ends. Thank you for being a big part of our
lives always.
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Sisterhood Notes

by Zoe Litman, President, Agudas Israel Sisterhood
Our Community is the Shabbat Family Dinner on January 15th.
recently celebrated The service will be lead by the Hebrew School
a wonderful and fun children and Sisterhood members. Please
filled Chanukah party RSVP to Myla as soon as possible.
this past December.
Ticket prices are Adults $22, Students $18,
I would like to thank children 4-12 $10 and families $55. Children
everyone who contrib- under 4 are free.
uted and helped make this event so successful.
We welcome volunteers both young and old
The next upcoming event of the New Year to come out and help prepare this delicious

As my father
planted for
me before I
was born,
So do I plant
for those who
will come
after me.
from the Talmud

meal. We will be holding a Sisterhood meeting on January 17 to discuss preparations for
the dinner. I hope to see you then.
All women who are members of Congregation Agudas Israel are invited to join and
become active in our Sisterhood. We have a
lot of fun together and have forged wonderful
friendships and deep community ties.
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From the President... from page 4
tradition through the ages? Similarly, how do
we as a people continue to survive while still
acknowledging what happened in World War
II, a place and a time that is moving away from
us with great pace.
Lyndon spoke about the “secondhand smoke
effect” which he experienced due to his parent’s upbringing in residential schools. Having
been raised outside of their culture without a
loving family around them, they were unable
to learn the skills and traditions of his people
to pass on to his own children. Jews share this
secondhand smoke; but ours is that of the continued attempts to destroy Judaism by peoples
throughout history. It’s important that we don’t
forget these pains even though we may want
to. My son Aaron, named after my mother’s
cousin Aaron Sabblut who died July 15th, 1943
in Sicily, is an oral tradition that our family
will maintain. Many of our families exist in
Canada because a relative escaped or survived
the Holocaust. We owe it to those who did not
survive to continue telling our stories.

As we prepare ourselves to undertake a
new secular year, try and take a few moments
to share stories about your family with your
children, or if you don’t have children, take the
time to meet up with your parents or grandpar-

ents to hear their stories and commit them to
memory. Continue creating your own personal
story as well, and always feel welcome to share
your stories with us as, we are all part of one
big community-family.
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Chaim Kornfeld... from page 8
housed with the Drabinsky family. His duties
included teaching after school and Sunday
Hebrew classes to the children, preparing boys
and girls for their Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, leading
Junior Congregation, and being the torah reader
for the synagogue. Chaim was instructed not to
discuss the Holocaust with the children. Few
adults seemed to be interested in that chapter
of his life. Not many young people asked
about his past.
Well, there were some that were curious.
Me. I always ask a great deal of questions.
Norman Gladstone, and probably there were
others. But he kept his word and did his job,
and attended university. Certainly he had his
hands full with all us not so serious students,
arriving late to class, asking to go to the
washroom too many times (but in Hebrew), and
generally giving him a hard time. Remember?
At the beginning of the following year,
Chaim needed another teacher and wrote
and offered Aliza the position. Israel in the
1950’s was a difficult place for anyone and
Aliza jumped at the opportunity for adventure.

Within three weeks of her arrival, they were
married at Gropper’s house on Saskatchewan
Crescent, November 10th, 1955. And Aliza
always reminds me that my mother, Frances,
played the piano at this event.
The following year Tova was born, and as
she says: “the rest is history.”
Chaim completed a degree in Commerce, got
his Law Degree and even became a provincial
court judge in Saskatoon. Together with Aliza,
they had four children, ran the school, and
even were Directors of Camp B’nai Brith in
Pine Lake Alberta a few summers. In 1972,
the Kornfelds moved to Vancouver where two
children became lawyers and another ended
up doing media research at Harvard. It was
then Chaim became very active in telling his
story. Spielberg has documented his life, and
last year he (along with many) testified against
Oskar Groening, who was convicted as the
bookkeeper of Auschwitz.
It took Chaim 40 years until he could talk
about his ordeal, but when he did, he spoke
a great deal about this tragic episode in the

history of mankind. For this ongoing efforts
in Holocaust Education, he was honoured as
one of the Eight over Eighty by The Louis
Brier Jewish Aged Foundation in January, 2015
Chaim and Aliza recently celebrated their
60th anniversary. Tova, their eldest daughter,
has taken it upon herself to continue telling
her father’s story with a powerful powerpoint
presentation.
It is her goal when she retires to go to every
Holocaust museum in the world and make
a documentary. She has already made many
contacts.
One thing Chaim always mentioned at the
end of every presentation sticks in my mind:
One must never give up hope. And so we must
not. Also we must, as Canadian Jews, keep
the stories of our holocaust survivors alive and
available for the future generations.

The Syrian Refugee Project... from page 5
Although we encourage our members to donate
to this cause, we as a committee are committed to reaching outside of our community for
financial and other help we may need. We have
many fundraising initiatives on the go, and are
hoping our community will band together to
help with this important project. Our Syrian
family will need lots of love and support once
they arrive and I am hoping members of our
community will help with this also.
We held a second steering committee meeting at the home of JoAnn Jaffe. For the first
hour and a half we took a refugee sponsor
webinar course, which answered many of our
questions in terms of the government process,
forms to be filled out and funds needed to
sponsor a family. After the course we of course
enjoyed lots of food and continued with the
key planning. We are currently working on a
bridging the communities together fundraiser
event which will be held on January 16th at
the Station 20 West building on 20th Street.
If anyone would like to help with this please
contact me, JoAnn or Willow.
Malvina Rapko, and her parents David and
Anna Gersher recently held a fundraiser for our
Syrian Refugee Project. Anna and David Gersher own Saskatoon Limousine Direct. They
donated the use of their limo buses, and did a
city holiday lights tour where people made a
donation to the Syrian Project and in turn got
a limo tour of the beautiful festival lights in
Saskatoon. On behalf of the Tikkun Olam
Committee, and Congregation Agudas Israel,
thank-you Malvina, family and Saskatoon
Limousine Direct for graciously organizing
this successful event. They were able to make
an amazing $1000 to donate to our cause. We
truly appreciate your efforts.
Jared Katzman has also begun some fund-

raising with Saskatoon Hillel, and is working
on engaging and involving the Saskatoon Hillel
group in the project. Thank you Jared for your
leadership.
There will be a community consultation
and planning session on Sunday January
10th at 12:00 noon at Congregation Agudas
Israel in the Gladys Rose Board room.
Members of the community are encouraged
to attend. At this meeting, input from the
rest of the community is encouraged, and any
questions or concerns you may have can be
brought forth.
Our next important event/ fundraiser will
be held on Saturday Jan 16th at 7:00 PM at
the Station 20 West at 1120 20th Street West
Saskatoon. This will be a joint fundraiser with
the Islamic Association. We would like to
invite all Jews of Saskatoon, as well as friends
of Jews to attend this event. This is a bridging
community’s together kind of event, and this is
what we want to promote while at the same
time we are hoping to raise some funds for our
cause. A Syrian woman and her daughter will
speak about their recent experiences of fleeing
Syria, and their journey to Saskatoon. We will
show a brief historical video explaining the
situation in Syria, and why we should support
the Syrian Refugee project. A light snack of
Middle Eastern food we commonly share will
be offered after the program. We are opening
this evening up to all Jews and friends of Jews
in Saskatoon, not just members of Congregation Agudas Israel.
IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT OUR
SASKATOON JEWISH COMMUNITY
IS WELL-REPRESENTED AND COMES
OUT TO SUPPORT THIS INITIATIVE.
PLEASE MARK THE DATE ON YOUR
CALENDAR AND SPREAD THE WORD

TO YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY. WE
WANT TO SPREAD THE MESSAGE
OF PEACE, ACCEPTANCE AND THE
COMING TOGETHER FOR A HUMAN
CAUSE.
The success of the Syrian Refugee project
depends on all of us. We need your support
and help. If there is anything you can do to
help us with this project please contact either
me, JoAnn Jaffe or Willow Allen. Please hold
onto any household items, clothes or anything
you may want to donate until further notice. If
you would like to donate money to this project
you can do so by writing a check made payable to Congregation Agudas Israel allocated
to Tikkun Olam/ Syrian Refugee Fund. We
will be able to give a charitable donation tax
receipt. You can also make a payment by Pay
Pal through the Congregation Agudas Israel
website, agudasisrael.org. Please ensure to
make note that funds are to be allocated to the
Tikkun Olam Fund. All funds in the Tikkun
Olam fund are going directly to the Syrian
Refugee project for now. Also, look out for a
Go Fund Me Type of Page. We would really
appreciate you sharing this important venture,
and promoting it to your friends and family. We
are a small community and need all the support
we can get. We as Jews know what it is like to
be refugees and in dire need of help. It is our
duty to step up and help these desperate people.
Thank you for your support. We hope to see
you at the Community Consultation planning
session as well as the Joint Fundraiser on January 16th, 2016. If you have any questions in
regards to this matter you can email myself,
JoAnne Jaffe or Willow Allen.
sarahgoluboff@sasktel.net
JoAnn.Jaffe@uregina.ca
willowallen@hotmail.com

Editor’s Note: Lorna Bernbaum grew up in
Saskatoon and now lives in Ottawa. She was
greatly influenced by Chaim Kornfeld in her
youth.

This page is sponsored by Arnold z’l & Claire Golumbia of Vancouver
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Shlichim’s Desk... from page 2
After five to six months dogs that successfully
complete the training program are ready to be
paired with a blind or visually impaired client.
Bracha Ben-Avraham is a bit of a Renaissance woman. As a tandem bike enthusiast
and world traveler, she has to work hard to
make room for her passion – traditional Irish
music. Bracha is an accomplished musician
and particularly enjoys performing Irish music
and Israeli folk songs.
“Attending the training course at the center
was a major turning point in my life. I learned
to trust my dog Dinka to lead me safely
through traffic, shopping malls, crowded
sidewalks and busy intersections. By the time
I completed the three-week training course
and returned home for an additional week
of individual instruction, Dinka and I were
already adept at any situation that we would be
liable to encounter. I had always found using
a cane to be an isolating experience as people
attempted to step aside to let me pass. Walking
with a beautiful dog at my side encouraged
social contact with people and instilled me
CIJA... from page 7
Because this support was tied to mortgage
terms of between 35 and 50 years, in many
cases federal rent subsidies are expiring in the
near future as terms come to an end.
As part of a public policy agenda encompassing a wide range of issues, from human rights
to community security to Canada-Israel relations, CIJA has designated affordable housing
an advocacy priority. In the recent election,
CIJA called on all parties to ensure that the
next government renew federal long-term
funding for existing affordable housing. For
low-income households that struggle to make
ends meet – particularly seniors and singleparent families – rent subsidies are essential
in preserving dignity and quality of life. CIJA
also called on all parties to explore ways to
expand federal funding for new affordable
housing units across Canada, with a particular
emphasis on sustainable, long-term access for
low-income Canadians.
It is worth noting that the government announced in the Speech from the Throne that its
infrastructure investment program will include
a focus on building new affordable housing
and renovating existing units. Indeed, while
many issues are contentious on Parliament
Hill, I can say as a former Hill staffer that the
desire to combat poverty and homelessness
transcends party lines – just as it does political
and denominational lines within the Jewish
community.
Supporting the most vulnerable among us
requires a comprehensive approach throughout
the entire community. Grassroots community
members and shuls have a role to play in discussing this issue in our homes and on the
bimah, raising funds, and volunteering. Jewish
social service agencies are at the forefront of
caring for those at the margins of our economy

with a feeling of pride and confidence.” Now
Dinka also leads Bracha on-stage and waits
patiently for the performance to end before
resuming her duties.
The cost of creating a guide dog partnership
costs tens of thousands of dollars, but Israelis
receive guide dogs and all the services the
center provides at no cost thanks to generous
donors and supporters from Israel and abroad.
These include bar and bat mitzvah students
who undertake a mitzvah project. These students not only raise significant funds, but also
add to the meaning of their bar or bat mitzvah
celebration by learning about guide dogs
and helping a person with blindness achieve
independence.
In addition to providing guide dogs, the
center takes a holistic approach to helping
blind and visually impaired clients rehabilitate themselves and become integrated into
society. The center sponsors tandem cycling
and rowing clubs known as “CanVelo” – “yes
and no” in Hebrew - referring to the mixture of
sighted and blind participants. Dan’s parents

are members of the center’s cycling team and
go on a weekly basis to trips across Israel,
and occasionally a one week trip abroad. The
IGDC sponsors these sports clubs not only to
provide a safe and supervised framework for
people with blindness to enjoy sports activities, but to boost public awareness of the needs
of blind and visually impaired people and the
importance of guide dogs for mobility.
The “Israel Guide Dog Center for the Blind”
is an inspiring story that combines the visionary qualities of its founder, Noach Brown,
and his relentless efforts to create this center
and make a significant change in the lives of
blind and visually impaired Israelis, not only
with providing them the help they need, but
in creating the place for them to live a normal
social life, regardless of their difficulties and
disabilities that could otherwise be much more
traumatic and isolating.
For more information about the IGDCB, and
ways to help the center, feel free to contact us
or visit the website http://israelguidedog.org/

and society. Moreover, Jewish community
agencies provide a model for government on
how best to deliver services with care and
religious-cultural sensitivity. This is why CIJA
continues to advocate for Jewish agencies to
continue to receive government funding to
deliver programs and to be at the table when
governments develops public policies to combat poverty.
At a national level, CIJA and politicallyengaged community members have a responsibility to urge our elected officials to make

social justice a priority, while providing practical recommendations on how government can
empower low-income Canadians to break the
cycle of poverty. To paraphrase Rabbi Salanter:
The stomach of our vulnerable neighbour
should always be a source of worry for a nation
that prides itself on its sense of compassion.

from

ITALY

Steve McDonald is Deputy Director, Communications and Public Affairs, at the Centre for
Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA) – the advocacy
agent of Canada’s Jewish Federations.

PRIMO V
Kosher Primo V sparkling Prosecco
available at Saskatoon Co-op Wines
& Spirits, Blairmore Centre.
Imported by Norman Gladstone &
International Cellars Inc.Vancouver, BC

C H A R T E R E D A C C O U N T A NTS

Quality Memorials approved
for Agudas Cemetery
210B - 33rd Street East
Saskatoon, SK S7K 0S3

306-652-5363
www.remco-memorials.ca

Keith Thomson
Brian Turnquist
Michael Gorniak
Rodney Trayhorne
Amberly Chabot

•Accounting & Auditing
•Personal & Corporate Tax Planning & Preparation
• Computer Consulting, Training & Monthly Processing
•Financial Planning & Loan Proposals
•Estate Planning •Agristability
•Business Plans •Litigation Support •Business Valuations
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B.Comm. CA
B.Comm. CA
B.Comm. CA
MPAcc. CA
B.Comm.

244-4414

Fax: 244-1545
400 - 15 23rd St. East - Saskatoon

Brings you Chantal Kreviazuk
She’s talented, successful, beautiful, eloquent, dedicated to humanitarian work, and
now Chantal Kreviazuk will be able to add
“Headlining the Silver Spoon Dinner” to her
long list of accomplishments.
Chantal will share her music and stories with
the women at this year’s Silver Spoon Dinner
.... from her familiar seat at the piano. She is
a celebrated Juno Award-Winning Canadian
singer songwriter who is sure to dazzle the
crowd.
Chantal was born in Winnipeg. She played
piano from the age of 3 but didn’t break into
the music industry until her 20’s. Her first
album in 1997 was widely acclaimed and her
three following albums cemented her as one
of the premier female artists in Canada. It was
her cover of John Denver’s “Leaving on a Jet
Milton Taylor... from cover
The day after I received the award, I was
watching a news report on the Syrian refugees,
and the debate in some circles as to their acceptance into Canada. I could not help but
reflect that I, a simple west-side Catholic boy
(and the third graduate to receive this award
from St. Paul’s High, Saskatoon), had just
been embraced by our city’s most prominent
Jewish citizens. How grateful I am to you
for re-affirming that the Canada I love is still
going strong, led by people who celebrate
inclusiveness and who judge people, as Mar-

Plane” from the Armageddon soundtrack that
made her hugely famous in the USA too. Since
then she has been in demand a co-writer of
songs for TV, movies and for other superstars,
including Avril Lavigne, Kelly Clarkson and
Josh Groban.
In addition to her music fame, Chantal has
been tireless in her charitable and humanitarian
work. In September 2015, she and her husband
Raine Maida, lead singer of Our Lady Peace,
were honoured as members of the Order of
Canada, in recognition of their efforts to raise
awareness and support for numerous causes,
including human and animal rights, mental
health and the environment.
The Silver Spoon Dinner continues to be
Saskatoon’s Premiere Ladies’ Night Out – an
evening of luxury and laughs. The women

there will be pampered, wined and
dined and entertained in elegant
style while supporting Congregation
Agudas Israel, Saskatoon Hadassah-WIZO, Saskatoon Interval
House and Ronald McDonald House. They
will meet the 2016 Sterling Award Winner
and have the opportunity to win numerous
fabulous prizes. The Silver Spoon Dinner is
the biggest project that our Jewish Community organizes so be sure to be part of it - as
a volunteer, attendee or donor. It’s going to
be awesome!
Tickets go on sale on-line at Picatic.com at
noon on Monday, January 11th.

tin Luther King once said, “By the content of
their character.”
Those of who you have received my emails
will know I sign off with the motto, “Treasure
Life.” Throughout my career, I have had the
privilege of capturing the special moments
in people’s lives, be it family portraits, weddings, graduations, reunions, and other memorable events. At your Silver Plate Dinner, I
became the person in the photograph – the
one who can look back for years to come and
recall how wonderful that moment was, and

how treasured it became in my life.
You may be wondering at this point,
“Where’s the cornball humor that Milton is
famous for? He’s sounding so serious!” I’m
afraid that my brilliant aptitude for levity has
escaped me for the moment. But have no fear,
next time I see you I will have some quip to
make you smile.
After all, it’s the least I could do – no seriously, the least I could do, and it’s cheaper
than buying coffee.
Thank you again!

A Tikkun Olam Shabbat... from page 5
few months ago my son’s kindergarten class
attended a Pow Wow at the Oskayak First
Nations School. The children loved the regalia, dancing and drumming. It is this type of
early childhood education that is the root to a
peaceful and tolerant society. Hopefully with
education and forward thinking the First Nations people can continue to mend and repair
the damage and heartache they have had to
endure. There is a still a tremendous amount
of work to be done to repair the First Nations

people and their culture, however I am confident that the Canadian Government will work
closely with the First Nations people, and the
rest of Canadian society to make sure proper
decisions are made with respect to all those in
Canadian society, as well as our beautiful land.
Our country is a multi-cultural society, and
this is what makes our Canada so beautiful.
Education, tolerance, acceptance and empathy
are the key to a successful future.
Mr. Linklater closed his talk with a tradi-

tional First Nations song. He sang the song
beautifully while he played his drum. There
was a good discussion after the talk. Many
people asked questions, and were genuinely
engaged in the evening. The evening was a
success with a good turn out from our congregation. The Tikkun Olam Committee looks
forward to other events like this in the future.
We are currently working hard on the Syrian
Refugee project.

Rebecca Simpson

Coordinator of Awesome
306.665.5380 Ext. 396
rsimpson@centennialplumbing.com
Web: www.centennial360.com
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Yahrtzeits)
January 1/2
Harry Buckwold
Sarah Epstein
Sarah Goldenberg
Irvin Nisenholt
Gary Sands
Mordechai Avivi
Margret Cohen
Samuel Meyers
Samuel Wiss
Jacob Laimon
Fanny Landa
Esther Pentol
Morris Claman
Clara Milavsky
Rev. David Avol
Faige Bernbaum
Chaje Goldenberg
Abraham Abelevsky

Tevet 20/21
Jan 1 (20)
Jan 1 (20)
Jan 1 (20)
Jan 1 (20)
Jan 1 (20)
Jan 2 (21)
Jan 2 (21)
Jan 2 (21)
Jan 2 (21)
Jan 3 (22)
Jan 3 (22)
Jan 4 (23)
Jan 5 (24)
Jan 5 (24)
Jan 6 (25)
Jan 6 (25)
Jan 6 (25)
Jan 7 (26)

January 8/9
George Meyer
Irving Schulman
Charlotte Fine
Solomon Katzman
Bessie Trager
Bert Scharfstein
Rhoda Abbey
Isador Singer
Joseph Sugarman
Michael Sklar
Edward David Burns
Chaim Reznick
William Shear
Min Fayerman
Reuben Gitlin
Mizal Isaakov
Shimon Tzalkovich

Tevet 27/28
Jan 8 (27)
Jan 8 (27)
Jan 9 (28)
Jan 9 (28)
Jan 9 (28)
Jan 10 (29)
Jan 11 (Shevat 1)
Jan 11 (1)
Jan 11 (1)
Jan 12 (2)
Jan 13 (3)
Jan 13 (3)
Jan 13 (3)
Jan 14 (4)
Jan 14 (4)
Jan 14 (4)
Jan 14 (4)

January 15/16
Doris Crone
Chaye Goluboff
David Rahanim
Sonny Ludwig
Walter Zion
Jeffrey Gertler

Shevat 5/6
Jan 15 (5)
Jan 15 (5)
Jan 15 (5)
Jan 16 (6)
Jan 17 (7)
Jan 18 (8)

Rebecca Shore
Benjamin Tadman
Sadie Brand
Neumann, Girl
Rabbi Sammi Pereira
Ethel Scharfstein
Joseph Switzer
Charles Feinstein
Chaim Friedman
Sondra Resnick
Jacob Waldman

Jan 19 (9)
Jan 19 (9)
Jan 20 (10)
Jan 20 ((10)
Jan 20 (10)
Jan 20 (10)
Jan 20 (10)
Jan 21 (11)
Jan 21 (11)
Jan 21 (11)
Jan 21 (11)

January 20/23
Clara Adilman
Joseph M. Bender
Annie Golumbia
Rose Gonick
Lillian Friedman
Pearl Gurstein
Saralee Plachte
Louis Shore
Louis Spector
Yosef (Abe) Avivi
Seco Resnick
David Claman
Nathan Goluboff
Harris Holzberg
Sam Raisen
Susan Cherry
Harry Bondar
Sam Hearn
Lida Isaakov
Gregory Trush
Albert Viner

Shevat 12/13
Jan 22 (12)
Jan 22 (12)
Jan 22 (12)
Jan 22 (12)
Jan 23 (13)
Jan 23 (13)
Jan 23 (13)
Jan 23 (13)
Jan 23 (13)
Jan 25 (15)
Jan 25 (15)
Jan 26 (16)
Jan 26 (16)
Jan 26 (16)
Jan 26 (16)
Jan 27 (17)
Jan 28 (18)
Jan 28 (18)
Jan 28 (18)
Jan 28 (18)
Jan 28 (18)

January 29/30
Gitta Gootnik
Shirley Berenbaum
Isadore Korber
Nathan Siskin
Albert Solsberg
William Adilman
H. Glick
Hyman Tabachnicoff
Morris Burnick
Meyer Gurstein
Ethel Katzman
Harry Thomas Aaron
Joseph Dunn

Shevat 19/20
Jan 29 (19)
Jan 30 (20)
Jan 30 (20)
Jan 30 (20)
Jan 30 (20)
Jan 31 (21)
Jan 31 (21)
Jan 31 (21)
Feb 1 (22)
Feb 1 (22)
Feb 1 (22)
Feb 3 (24)
Feb 3 (24)

Divrei Harav... from page 4
Jewish parallel of Christmas, and at the same
way we see our neighbours having big celebrations that we feel we have to imitate. Additionally, the commercial use of the December
holidays has impacted the way we define the
Jewish calendar. Hanukkah is the Jewish holiday to buy themed tchotchkes and shmates, all
the merchandising you want for your home.
There is no way to buy so many things for other
Jewish Holidays! Similarly, Hanukkah became
a great opportunity for marketing, both commercial and institutional, both non-Jewish and
Jewish, with Hanukkah public celebrations that
are used more as advertisement campaigns than
opportunities for Jewish learning and growing.
Hanukkah in the public space looks more like
a Jewish “boxing week”: Less about religion
and celebration, more about opportunities for
selling products and the “miracle” of multiply-

Joseph Gonick
Abraham Guttmann
Sarah Laimon
Baruch Levington
Freda Katz
Jack Miller
Vera Rabinovitch
Male Tzalkovich

Feb 3 (24)
Feb 3 (24)
Feb 3 (24)
Feb 3 (24)
Feb 4 (25)
Feb 4 (25)
Feb 4 (25)
Feb 4 (25)

February 5/6
Esther Friedin
Sol Friedin
Jessie Kay
Bertha Kuenstler
Libby Lee
Percy Shore
Len Wolf
Perl Kleyman
Sam Rabinovitch
Abraham Trager
Fanny Sugarman
Matthew Gonick
Jack Schwartz
Morris Danenhirsch
Benjamin Falbish
Harriett Kaplan
Herman Mahlerman
Fanny Nisenholt
Sarah Altman
Bill Katz
Gertie Chochinov
Lily Salz

Shevat 26/27
Feb 5 (26)
Feb 5 (26)
Feb 5 (26)
Feb 5 (26)
Feb 5 (26)
Feb 5 (20)
Feb 5 (26)
Feb 6 (27)
Feb 6 (27)
Feb 6 (27)
Feb 7 (28)
Feb 8 (29)
Feb 8 (29)
Feb 9 (30)
Feb 9 (30)
Feb 9 (30)
Feb 9 (30)
Feb 9 (30)
Feb 10 (Adar-I 1)
Feb 10 (1)
Feb 11 (2)
Feb 11 (2)

February 12/13
Millie Diamond
Ronald Trute
Hazel Buckwold
Boy Bressler
Charna Gersher
Wolf Meth
Shirley Scitz
Frances Melamede
Rose Wolfe
Annie Altshul
Albert Krolik
Dana Unknown
Sadie Chertkow
February 19/20
Itta Golumbia

Adar-I 3/4
Feb 12 (3)
Feb 12 (3)
Feb 13 (4)
Feb 15 (6)
Feb 15 (6)
Feb 15 (6)
Feb 15 (6)
Feb 16 (7)
Feb 16 (7)
Feb 17 (8)
Feb 17 (8)
Feb 17 (8)
Feb 18 (9)
Adar-I 10/11
Feb 19 (10)

ing clients, donors and supporters.
I think it’s time to bring Hanukkah back and
shed some light over the original meanings of
the holiday. The Macabees, imperfect as they
were (and as we are), fought for preserving
Judaism in challenging times when assimilation to the Greek culture was threatening the
continuity of the Jewish People. They were
fighting for a Jewish life that could integrate the
best of the surrounding culture but still preserve
a Jewish life. They didn’t consider themselves
the “light” fighting against the “darkness” as
some may want to introduce Hanukkah in our
days. They actually believed in “greys”, in a
life committed to our tradition but still open
to external influences. That was their most
important challenge and still is the same for us.
More than the forms, the presents, the lighting of the candles and repeating year after

Motas Kleyman
Gussie Sklar
Moses Burt
Sydney Abbey
Clara Gertler
Harry Helfgott
Samuel Kaplan
Leah Meth
Harry Sarlin
Jacob Golumbia
Anne Gitlin
Yetty Goodman
A.J. Weiner

Feb 19 (10)
Feb 19 (10)
Feb 20 (11)
Feb 21 (12)
Feb 23 (14)
Feb 23 (14)
Feb 23 (14)
Feb 23 (14)
Feb 23 (14)
Feb 24 (15)
Feb 25 (16)
Feb 25 (16)
Feb 25 (16)

February 26/27
Lillian Levitt
Lorraine Sklar
Keren-Or Wilczek
John B. Goodman
William Guttmann
Tiby Matthews
Baby Segal
Rosie Sellinger
Ed Vickar
Esther Freeman
Reva Hock
Malka Schmuck’vich
Gertrude Chertkow
Morris Gurstein
Mendel Pepper
Jacob Rabkin
Anatoly Pekurovski
Reuben Brant

Adar-I 17/18
Feb 27 (18)
Feb 27 (18)
Feb 27 (18)
Feb 28 (19)
Feb 28 (19)
Feb 28 (19)
Feb 28 (19)
Feb 28 (19)
Feb 29 (20)
Feb 29 (20)
Feb 29 (20)
Mar 1 (21)
Mar 1 (21)
Mar 1 (21)
Mar 1 (21)
Mar 2 (22)
Mar 3 (23)
Mar 3 (23)

March 4/5
Harry M. Bondar
Rebecca Segal
Yenta Shafer
Goldie Wolfe
Fanny Shore
William Sklar
Max Taylor
Kelle Bodovsky
Richard Buckwold
William Katz
Nathan Gladstone
Eva Kolominsky

Adar-I 24/25
Mar 4 (24)
Mar 4 (24)
Mar 4 (24)
Mar 4 (24)
Mar 5 (25)
Mar 5 (25)
Mar 6 (26)
Mar 8 (28)
Mar 8 (28)
Mar 8 (28)
Mar 9 (29)
Mar 9 (29)

year the story of the oil, Hanukkah is about
the challenges of the present. How do we keep
our kids Jewish and involved with the Jewish
Community? How do we maintain our Jewish
identity living as a very small minority? How
do we keep the difficult balance between integration and Jewish continuity?
These are not easy questions, for sure. But
by keeping Hanukkah in its right place maybe
it’s an opportunity to begin. The commandment for Hanukkah is to light the Menorah at
our homes (close to the window or outside the
door) and maybe to remember that our families
are our first priority. If they get the light of a
Jewish life – not only for Hanukkah – they will
be able to pass that light “L’dor va’dor”, from
generation to generation.
B’birkat Shalom.

This Page is sponsored by Toby Rose, Les Klein, Jonathon, Solomon and Benjamin of Toronto
This page is sponsored by Lorna Bernbaum in memory of her parents Dr. Frank and Frances Bernbaum.
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Hanukkah Concert

The Hymns of Leonard Cohen

“On the third night of
Chanukah, Gov. Gen. David
Johnston joined Israeli
Ambassador Rafael Barak
and Rabbi Reuven Bulka,
rabbi emeritus of Ottawa’s
Congregation Machzikei Hadas,
in a candlelighting ceremony
at the ambassador’s residence.
They were joined by friends and
Jewish community leaders.”

This page is sponsored by Jeffrey and Sherril Stein.
This page is sponsored by Lois & Walter Gumprich, with Susanne, Daniel, Michelle, Abigail and their families.
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January 2016 • Tevet / Shevat 5776 5776
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Tevet 20
					1

Friday

Saturday

2 Tevet 21

SHEMOT

Hebrew Lesson
4 pm
* Harold Shiffman

3 Tevet 22

4 Tevet 23

5 Tevet 24

6 Tevet 25

7 Tevet 26

9 Tevet 28

8 Tevet 27

VA’ERA

* Heather Fenyas

10 Tevet 29

11 Shevat 1

12 Shevat 2

17 Shevat 7
Finance Committee
Meeting
10:00 am

13 Shevat 3

14 Shevat 4

Judaism in the 21st
Century
7:00 pm

Breaktast Club 10:00 am
Tikkun Olam
Community
Consultation
12:00 noon
Hebrew Lessons
5:00 pm

18 Shevat 8

19 Shevat 9

20 Shevat 10

21 Shevat 11

Future Planning
Committee
7:00 pm

15 Shevat 5

16 Shevat 6

Shabbat Family Dinner
and Service
6:00 pm

BO
Syrian Refugee Project
Station 20 - 7:00 pm

* Marsha Scharfstein

* Steven Simpson

22 Shevat 12

Hebrew Lessons
5:00 pm

24 Shevat 14
Hebrew Lessons
5:00 pm

31 Shevat 21

Lazooz 10- 1:00 pm
Hebrew Lessons
5:00 pm

SHABBAT SHIRAH
Beshallach

*Mike Scharfstein

25 Shevat 15

26 Shevat 16

Hebrew School Tu
B’shvat Seder
4:00 pm

Monday

1 Shevat 22

27 Shevat 17
Board Meeting
7:00 pm

February 2016 • Shevat / Adar I 5776
Sunday

23 Shevat 13

Tuesday

2 Shevat 23

28 Shevat 18
Holy Pan
Cooking Class
7:00 pm

29 Shevat 19
Shabbat at Home
7:00 pm

30 Shevat 20

YITRO

Agudas Youth Group
Activity
6:30 pm
*Nikki Gitlin

Wednesday

3 Shevat 24

Friday

Thursday

4 Shevat 25

5 Shevat 26

Saturday

6 Shevat 27MISHPATIM

* Lesley-Ann Crone

7 Shevat 28

8 Shevat 29

9 Shevat 30

10 I Adar 1

11 I Adar 2

Hebrew Lessons
5:00 pm

12 I Adar 3
Shabbat at Home
7:00 pm

Judaism in the 21st
Century
7:00 pm

13 I Adar 4

TERUMAH

* Perry Jacobsen

14 I Adar 5

15 I Adar 6

16 I Adar 7

17 I Adar 8

18 I Adar 9

19 I Adar 10

20 I Adar 11
TETZAVEH

OFFICE CLOSED
NO HEBREW SCHOOL

* Mike Shaw

21 I Adar 12

Breaktast Club 10:00 am

22 I Adar 13

23 I Adar 14

24 I Adar 15
Board Meeting
7:00 pm

Hebrew Lessons
5:00 pm

25 I Adar 16

26 I Adar 17

27 I Adar 18
KI TISA
Agudas Youth Group
Activity
6:30 pm
* Michael Gertler

28 I Adar 19

29 I Adar 20

Lazooz
10:00 am- 1:00 pm
Disney Theme
Hebrew Lessons
5:00 pm
* Bema Roster
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