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The Silver Spoon Dinner, famous for bringing celebrity speakers to Saskatoon, is 
proud to present this year’s guest speaker – internationally acclaimed Canadian actor, 

songwriter, game & talk show host…. Alan Thicke
Come and celebrate our Silver Anniversary - Lavish fun with an added dash of nostalgia.

Monday, May 11th, 2015
TCU Place 

(Centennial Auditorium)

Let us entertain you at the 25th Annual

more on page 7

Purchase your Tickets On-Line at www.Picatic.com
Starting Monday, January 12, 2015

 Ticket Price $200

Shabbat Family Dinner
Friday, January 16th, 

6:00 p.m.
Service led by the Hebrew School with 

participation by CAI Sisterhood
Dinner Tickets can be purchased from 
Myla by calling 306-343-7023 ext. 1  

RSVP’s are mandatory.  Please RSVP by 
January 10th to be sure you get a spot.
Members:
Children 3 and under - free
Children 4-12 - $10.00
Students - $18.00
Adults - $20.00
Family - $50.00
Non-Members:
Children 3 and under free
Children 4-12 - $11.00
Students - $20.00
Adults - $22.00
Family - $55.00

Memoirs of Dr. Viktor A. Pollak


With The Star Of DavidThrough The Theresienstadt

W
ith The Star Of David Through The Theresienstadt Hell               Viktor A. Pollak

Dr. Viktor A. Pollak

“I had a rather interesting life almost from the very 

beginning.” He did not exaggerate. He was born in 

Vienna. Since four, he lived in Czechoslovakia. 

He spent three years in Theresienstadt ghetto. 

He escaped death nine times. He was a successful 

researcher in post-war Czechoslovakia, but did not 

join the victorious side after the Victorious February, 

a euphemism for the Communist putsch in 1948. Only in Canada, was he 

able to put to use his capabilities in electrical and biomedical engineering 

as a professor at the University of Saskatchewan, with a long list of patents 

and inventions.

“I was loaded into a truck and driven to the execution place of the Small 

Fortress. Upon arrival there, I saw the fellows of the construction crew who had 

been hauled away by the SS in the morning. They had already been blindfolded 

and tied to poles. Several SS men of the Sonderkommando were lying in the 

grass drinking, smoking, and playing cards. The significance of their presence 

was underlined by two machine guns mounted in a firing position. I had only 

seconds to take in the picture of that scene before being blindfolded as well and 

tied to one of the remaining poles. ... From time to time the SS fired a few shots 

over our heads presumably so that we should not feel bored.”

Viktor Pollak cover.indd   1

16/06/2010   6:30:52 PM

Mirka Pollak will be donating a copy of Dr. Viktor 
Pollak`s memoirs ``With the Star of David Through the 

Theresienstadt Hell`` to every member of the Congregation. 
Further copies may be purchased at McNally Robinson Book 

Store. Book launch Tuesday, February 3rd, 7 p.m.
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Randy Katzman, Rabbi Claudio and Arnie Shaw

Camp B’nai Brith 
Support

Saskatoon B’nai Brith enthusiastically 
supports Jewish children attending Camp 
Riback/B’nai Brith. 

B’nai Brith will pay up to half the cost 
of one session in one year.

B’nai Brith will make this payment up 
to three times for any one camper.

This support is available to all Jewish 
children in Saskatoon and support for 
children outside of our city is potentially 
available by contacting the president.  
Additional support in any one year is 
possible by contacting the President. 

B’nai Brith Lodge Update
by David Katzman, President

Next Meeting: Tuesday, Jan. 13, 
7:30  CAI. Topic for Discussion: 

“Fighting for Freedom of Speech.” 
The case against Ezra Levant. 

Guest Participant John Gormley.

The very successful 2014 Silver 
Plate Dinner allowed our Lodge to 
provide significant support to:

•  Ronald McDonald House 25K
•  Optimist Club Board/Tube Park 

25K
•  Wallenberg Park Enhancement  

5K
•  Camp Tamarack 7.5K
•  SUM Theatre 5K
Our Lodge was also able to make 

significant commitments to CAI, 
Hillel, and BBYO.  I hope that all of 
the men involved feel a great deal of 
satisfaction for the results.  We are 
particularly pleased to see so many 
young men providing new ideas and 
assuming greater responsibility for 
the Dinner.

Paul Jaspar was recognized for 
decades of outstanding volunteer 
service with the presentation of 
our “We Are Proud of You Award”, 
which includes $5 000 of BB money 
to be used in a Saskatoon Commun-
ity Foundation fund of the award 
winner’s choice.

At our most recent meeting, Hillel 
President Daniel Katzman and Exec. 
Member David Hilger updated 
the Lodge on their programs.  The 
Lodge was very pleased to continue 
providing support (part of the money 
for new soccer jerseys) to such an 
important organization for univer-
sity students and university aged 
young people.

The Lodge supported Joel Bern-
baum’s Summer Free Theatre in the 
Park (Season 1, 4,500 participants; 
Season 2, 5,700 participants) and 
will continue its support for one 
more year.  Joel was also congratu-
lated for a very successful run of 
the timely and controversial play 
he co-authored and performed, “My 
Rabbi” (970 participants including 
250 Accessible tickets sponsored 
by BB).

www.campbb.com 
1-800-267-CAMP (2267) 

info@campbb.com 
Facebook.com/CampBB 

A summer of fun… 
...a lifetime of friendships, memories, traditions & skills! 

 New Boat & Learn to Water-Ski/Wake-Board Program  Shabbat & Judaism   
 Heated Pool  Horseback Riding  Ropes Course, Climbing Wall & Zip Line   
 Camping  Canoeing  Sports  Trail Biking  Nature Discovery  
 Crafts & Pottery  Performing Arts & Musicals  & more!  

Campers in Grades 1-10 & Staff (Grade 11+) 
Register or Apply Online Today!  

TRAVEL  &/OR 

FINANCIAL 

SUPPORT   

PROVIDED BY: 

B’nai Brith SK 

Lodge #739 

Proud of You Award 
Winner Paul Jaspar

Treasurer Kevin Sharfe

Marsha, Linda and Zoey selling 
Jewish Dinner for Eight tickets

MC Harold Shiffman
50 50 Winner Adam Hnatyshen

Mike Shaw and Perry Jacobson
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Editorial 
by Steven Goluboff The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel

Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home committed 
to deepening the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in the 
historical traditions of the Jewish people. We are a progressive, democratic and sensitive con-
gregation responding to the widest spectrum of Jewish thought and practice.

Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY

continued on page 12

MAZEL TOV AND CONGRATULATIONS TO:
• Marsha and Grant Scharfstein on the engagement and wedding of their daughter 

Rebecca to Cormac McGettigan, son of Claire and the late Dr. Jim McGettigan.
• Marsha and Grant Scharfstein on the engagement of their son Michael, to Jayme 

Pfeifer, daughter of Joe and Jean Pfeifer.
• Joe and Karen Dawson, whose daughter Katie, after 2 ½ years 

achieved a Black Belt in Martial Arts. She had to remember 305 
moves in a row, do sparring one on one and also with a group of three, 

a weapons form, plus break boards by hand and foot. Katie lives in 
Phoenix and spends the summer in Saskatoon. 

• Abbey Holtslander, daughter of Gord and Francie who was 
recognized as one of the top high school graduates in Saskatoon, 

representing Evan Hardy Collegiate.
• Mayah Holtslander, daughter of Gord and Francie for completing her 

Master of Art in English, University of Victoria and defending her Master’s Essay entitled 
“Liminal Jewish Identity in Amy Levi’s Reuban Sachs”.

• Cantor Neil Schwartz, who has been appointed as Kol Bo, sole clergy for Congregation 
Agudath Achim in Shreveport, Louisiana beginning in June of 2015. 

CONDOLENCES TO:
• Albert and Rhoda Broudy on the death of their son Harry Broudy, and brother to 

Sandy and Deborah, on November 27th in Melfort, Saskatchewan. 
• Sherry King and Dov Laimon and their entire families on the death of mother, 

grandmother and great grandmother, Pauline Laimon on December16th, 2014.

THANK YOU AND TODAH RABAH TO:
• Mirka Pollak for her Major Gift Donation to the Saskatoon Jewish Foundation in honour 
of the recent publication of her late husband’s (Dr. Viktor Pollak) memoirs – With the Star 
of David, Through the Theresienstadt Hell. Mirka will be donating a copy of the book to 

every member of the Congregation. Further copies may be purchased at McNally Robinson 
Book Store. 

• Sandra Broudy and Tobin Robbins for a significant gift to the Perpetual Care Fund of 
our cemetery, in memory of Sandra’s brother Harry. 

GET WELL WISHES TO:
Dr. David Kaplan

Editor-in-Chief ..................... Steven Goluboff
Youth Editor ..................... Mayah Holtslander
Advertising Manager .....................Ron Gitlin
Circulation Manager ................Myla Deptuch
Layout & Graphic Design .......... Janet Eklund  
Proof Reading ........................Bruce Cameron
Cost of this issue with mailing ..............$1200
Advertisements ................................$30/issue
Page Sponsorship ....... $25/issue or $130/year
Issues Published ........................................147
Issues/Year ....................................................6

THE BULLETIN
If you are happy with the Bulletin and enjoy 
reading it, please consider sponsoring a page 
($25/issue or $130/year). Contact Steven 
Goluboff or Ron Gitlin.

E-Mail Address: s.goluboff@shaw.ca, 
jewishcommunity@sasktel.net, 

jteklund@shaw.ca 
website: http://agudasisrael.org

As we come to the 
end of the secular year, 
we also reflect back as 
we did on Rosh Hashan-
ah and Yom Kippur. 
In many ways, for the 

world at large, it has been a year of tragedy, 
disappearing and downed commercial airlines, 
a Russia trying to rebuild its empire at the 
expense of Ukraine, the horrible resurgence 
of fanatical Muslims with a name we had not 
heard of one year ago, ISIS or ISIL, and another 
Gaza War against Hamas who to this day is 
committed to the destruction of Israel, while 
innocent Palestinians and Israelis suffer. The 
people of Israel face yet another election, too 
many in too few years and have limited choice 
for visionary leadership as alluded to by former 
Shlichut Lior Bachar and our present Shlichut 
Itai Bar. Itai emphasizes why these elections 
are so important and while he does that Yossi 
Tanuri, the Israeli-based Director-General of 
Jewish Federation Canada- UIA, provides some 
detailed insights into who are some of the new 
faces on the Israeli political scene.  While we 
struggle with the complexities of the peace 
challenges between Israel and the Palestinians, 
Steve McDonald shares his thoughts as he em-
barked on his first trip to Israel and pursues the 
importance of Jerusalem to the Jewish people. 
As the price of oil has declined we can get some 
solace in filling our vehicles for bargain prices 
but any of us who travel outside of Canada will 
pay the price based on our declining dollar. 
Where this will go is for the financial pundits to 
tell us or give us their guestimates.  We certainly 
do not exist in any insular environment where 
computer hackers can sabotage major corpora-
tions and a probably decent but silly movie can 
become the centre of a world political crisis. 

Here in Saskatoon, we carry on cultivating 
our own garden. Our synagogue still struggles 
with ensuring consistent minyanim and Rabbi 
Claudio in his inimitable story-telling way, 
pleads with us to consider being part of the 
minyan even if on an infrequent basis. Not only 
do we require a minyan to read from the Torah 
but we require it to say Kaddish for a departed 
loved one. I know how much I appreciated that 
when my mother passed away earlier this year 
and when we recently lost another devoted and 
long-time member of our community, Pauline 
Laimon,  and how her family was able to also 
say Kaddish because members of the commu-
nity came forward.  In this issue of The Bulletin, 
we continue to print the unpublished writings 
of our former and late Rabbi Roger Pavey. This 
contribution is an erudite analysis of how we 
Jews mourn and move forward with life. It is a 
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Person to Person
by Marsha Scharfstein, President, CAI
“I believe that one of the most important things to learn in life is that you can make a difference in your 
community no matter who you are or where you live.”    - Rosalynn Carter

Divrei Harav – Rabbi Claudio’s Message
Minyan and My Responsibility

by Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky

continued on page 15

 Keith Thomson B.Comm. CA
 Brian Turnquist B.Comm. CA
 Michael Gorniak B.Comm. CA
 Rodney Trayhorne MPAcc. CA
 Amberly Chabot B.Comm. 

•Accounting & Auditing
•Personal & Corporate Tax Planning & Preparation

• Computer Consulting, Training & Monthly Processing
•Financial Planning & Loan Proposals

•Estate Planning   •Agristability
•Business Plans   •Litigation Support   •Business Valuations

244-4414   Fax: 244-1545
400 - 15 23rd St. East - Saskatoon

C H A R T E R E D   A C C O U N T A NTS

An old story tells about 
a Shammes1 who used 
to go every day, early 
in the morning, to the 

Jewish houses of his town to invite people 
to come to Synagogue. He used to knock the 
doors and say “Time to go to shul! We need 
you for the Minyan!”. People were very grate-
ful that he was taking from his time to remind 
them about the Minyan, and some of them 
responded attending frequently and others 
from time to time. But there was one man in 
town that always ignored the call and never 
attended, however the Shammes continued 
to go every day to his house. One day, when 
the Shammes became older, he felt tired and 
didn’t go to knock the doors of his fellow 
Jews, and surprisingly the man who always 
ignored the requests attended Services that 
day. When the Shammes saw him at the Syna-
gogue he asked: “Every day I go to your house 
and ask your help with the Minyan, but you 
never come. Now that I didn’t go you come 
and attend services?” The man answered: 
“When you come every day and ask for help 
I know someone is taking care and there will 

1 Shammes: Yiddish term for Synagogue helper. From Hebrew “Sham-
mash”. 

be a Minyan. When I realized nobody came, 
then I worried and came to help”.
What’s wrong with this man’s attitude? He 
wants others to take care of things that are 
important for him. He wants a Minyan in his 
Synagogue. however he wants others to take 
care of it. Does this sound logical? The man 
doesn’t take responsibility for the Minyan but 
he is willing to assume his responsibility only 
when nobody else does it. He cares about his 
Synagogue and Services, but he is not worried 
because he thinks others are taking care of it. 
This story reminds me about an episode that 
happened to me not long ago. A member of 
my congregation who never attended Services 
came to say Kaddish one day and complained 
to me: “I am very upset! I come to Services 
to say Kaddish and we are just nine! What 
happens with the rest of the Congregation?” 
I didn’t want to make him feel uncomfortable, 
especially because he was mourning, but a 
good answer could have been: “I understand 
you are frustrated, but this is a good opportu-
nity for you to realize you are needed every 
day. As you need today the help of others to 
say Kaddish, others need your help the rest 
of the year”.
Sometimes we relate to our Congregation as 

if it were a company that provides different 
services. We think that because we contribute 
and pay our dues then the Synagogue will 
“provide” a Minyan for us. But we are not a 
business, and donations do not cover all the 
needs of our congregation. Unless we want 
our Synagogue to pay people to attend ser-
vices (a practice to which I don’t agree) we 
need to come if we want our Congregation 
to have a Minyan. While our Synagogue is 
diverse and our members have different inter-

Happy New Year, everyone. 
2015 beckons us with all the potential 

available in 365 new and unused days. There 
will be exciting, happy events and there will 
be challenges. It’s all part of the wonder of 
living. Grant has been telling me for 33 years 
now that there is no use in worrying about 
the things that are out of my control...(the 
problem is I do not like to have anything out 
of my control...). He is right...much as I hate 
to admit it. I waste too much time and energy 
thinking about all the possible outcomes 
and worst case scenarios. It would be much 
more fulfilling for me to be fully present in 
the moment...enjoying where I am right now 
and who I am privileged to be with...instead 
of thinking about what I have to do next. Now 

is all I have to spend...now is all I can enjoy 
completely.

We have so much to be thankful for and 
grateful for in Canada and Saskatoon. We live 
very privileged lives in comparison to much 
of the rest of the world. It is such a shame to 
miss it wishing for tomorrow and not enjoy-
ing today. 

This privilege does come with some respon-
sibilities, however. It is my responsibility to 
not waste my advantages. It is my responsi-
bility to help others when and how I can. It 
is my responsibility to give some of what I 
have back...my money, my time, my exper-
tise, my energy, my love, my compassion, my 
wisdom...it all matters. 

As you make plans for the new year, as 

you decide what will 
warrant your time and 
efforts, please include 
our community in your thinking. CAI has so 
much to offer and has a long list of needs...
both financial and in volunteer time. You will 
love the return on your investment!!

The first event of the New Year is the 
Shabbat Family Dinner on January 16th. This 
service will be lead by the Hebrew School 
children and Sisterhood members. Please 
RSVP to Myla as soon as possible. We do need 
to know how many are coming. See you there.
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Throughout our lives, we each have some-
one who we can rely on, trust, be ourselves 
with, be honest with and depend on. They are 
the ones who take us to the doctor, sit in wait-
ing rooms, theirs is the face we look for when 
we’re ready to go. That person is our “person”. 
Who that person is varies throughout our lives; 
when we are young it is usually a parent, then 
as we get older it becomes our spouse. For 
me, my mom was, in many ways, always my 
person. She took a bit of a backseat when Cam 
and I got married 31 years ago, but she was 
always my best friend and the one I needed 
and turned to, often. Ten years ago, when my 
Dad had his leg amputated, I took on more of 
the person role for Mom. And when he died 
nine years ago, it was official. I was her person. 

My Dad became Mom’s person in 1953. 
They met in Winnipeg when Mom’s good 
friend Libby took her home to Kamsack to 
spend the weekend with her family. Of course, 
while there she met Libby’s brother Sammy. 
Libby claims match-making was not her inten-
tion, but I have always had my doubts. They 
married in Winnipeg and moved to Saskatoon. 
They shared 52 caring and interesting years 
together and loved each other deeply.

My parents shared a spirit of adventure and 
curiosity that led to a love of travel around the 
world. We were in East Africa twice while my 
dad worked on projects there; Israel, Europe, 
all over the United States and Canada. We 
were so lucky to be shown so much. Mom’s 
interest in the world also included the news of 
the day – she watched a lot of news programs 
and I could count on her to fill me in on cur-
rent events when I came over to see her every 
day after work. 

My mother was so easy to love. She was 
a kind soul –  that’s one of the most com-
mon words recently used to describe her. My 
mother liked people, was always happy to 
talk to anyone and listened well when they 
talked to her. She always remembered what 
had been said in a previous conversation and 
would ask about it next time. She made you 
feel valued AND valuable. In later years as her 
health declined and her mobility and vision 
became reduced, she relied more and more 
on the telephone for her visits with friends. 
It was her link to people and she couldn’t 
live without it. Of course, it was an essential 
way for her to connect with my brother and 
her grandchildren in Israel. Arranging for the 
phone and then distributing the number was 
always my primary job whenever she went into 
hospital. And she got a lot of calls.

My mom was a friend to so many people. 
She was warm and thoughtful and so easy to 
talk to. She was smart and had her own ideas 

A Eulogy for Pauline Laimon - 1926-2014
by Sherry King

and was willing to share them. She had a won-
derful sense of humor and an easy laugh. Being 
with my mom just made you feel good, so eve-
rybody wanted to do it. When my brother and 
I were young, our friends 
were always welcome and 
often chose to hang out at 
our house. When my kids 
were younger and they 
were at Bobbi’s house, 
the same was true. It was 
because of my mom. She 
was a magnet. 

I think my mom’s love 
of conversation came from 
a love of language and 
words. She knew how to 
use them. She was both 
editor and typist of all 
my papers and essays in 
high school and university. 
She tried to teach me Yid-
dish once. After I laughed 
hysterically at some of the 
words she said, the lesson was over. Mom was 
a masterful scrabble player and won, I think, 
every game we played. I remember one day 
coming home from high school to find her, 
not doing typical things like making supper 
or folding laundry, but sitting at the dining 
room table playing scrabble 
with some musi-
cian friends of my 
brother’s who were 
in town and crash-
ing at our house. 
She was, of course, 
kicking their butts!

Our love of music 
was most certainly 
inherited from our 
parents. My Dad was 
an accomplished mu-
sician who played 
saxophone and clari-
net with the Canadian 
Air Force band and a 
variety of dance bands 
when he was younger. 
Mom loved to listen. 
The radio was tuned 
to CBC and the opera 
was on every Saturday 
afternoon. Mom’s radio 
and her own pillow were 
requirements for any 
hospital stay. 

Bobbe, as she was most 
affectionately known was 
a wonderful grandmother 

to her five grandchildren. She was so fond 
and proud of them all. And they are so loyal 
and devoted to her. My boys were the lucki-
est recipients of her love and care by virtue of 

proximity. We live about 
half a block away from 
each other through a park. 
That was not coincidental! 
We chose our house so 
our family could be close 
to Bobbe and Zayda. And 
it has worked well for 20 
years. In the early days it 
made it easy for Mom and 
Dad to come over to babysit 
and help out. In later years 
it was convenient for us to 
run over and help them.

When they were young, 
Mom babysat regularly and 
took such great care of Ben 
and Aaron. The time they 
spent together cemented 
a loving and loyal bond. 

They shared lunch together almost everyday of 
their 12 years of public and high school. When 
Mom got older and her health began to fail, 
these wonderful boys took care of her. Aaron 
took her to almost every doctor’s appointment, 
lifting her in 

continued on page 16

Peacefully and in the arms of her devoted daughter, 

Pauline Laimon passed away on December 15 at the 

age of 88. 
Pauline was born in Winnipeg on February 21, 

1926. She was predeceased by her loving husband 

of 52 years Samuel Laimon,  parents Max and Fanny 

Nisenholt,  sister Beatrice and her husband Benny 

Hatklin, brother Irvin and his wife Esther Nisenholt, 

brother-in-law Melvin Laimon, sister-in-law and 

life-long friend Libby and her husband Tim Lee. Left 

to cherish her memory are: daughter Sherry and her 

husband Cameron King of Saskatoon, son Dov and 

his wife Joan Laimon of Jerusalem; her grandchildren, 

Benjamin King and his wife Denise Custer, Aaron 

King, Talya Laimon and her husband Matan Tobolsky, 

Yosef Laimon, Sara (Cookie) Laimon. Pauline’s great-

est joy was her darling great granddaughter Natalie 

King. Pauline will also be missed by her brother in 

law Harold and his wife Patty Laimon, her nieces, 

nephews and innumerable friends.
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Hadassah-WIZO News
CHW is Canada’s leading Jewish women’s philanthropic organization. Founded 
in 1917, CHW is non-political, volunteer driven and funds a multitude of programs 
and projects for Children, Healthcare and Women in Israel and Canada. 

by Linda Shaw, 

This Page is Sponsored by Saskatoon Hadassah WIZO
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 Saskatoon Regina
 Tel: (306) 653-6100 Tel: (306) 522-6500

Website www.virtusgroup.ca

Canadian Hadassah-WIZO (CHW) is de-
lighted to announce that Claudia Goldman, 
of Vancouver, has been elected as 
CHW’s twenty-second National 
President. The installation took 
place at CHW’s Annual General 
Meeting in Toronto, November 
16, 2014.

A long-time member and leader 
within CHW for 27 years, Claudia 
aims, over her two-year term, to 
concentrate on partnership through 
three components: Israel, volun-
teers and donors. She says,”My 
vision for CHW is based on the belief that each 
child we help is a life changed. Each woman 
we support is a life improved for the better. 
Each family we impact becomes strengthened. 
CHW makes it possible to fulfill the dream 
of making the world a better place, and we 
will continue to reach this goal by working 
hand-in-hand with our partners in Israel, our 
volunteers and donors.”

Jennifer Hesselson and I were honoured 
to represent Saskatoon and Saskatchewan at 
CHW’s Annual General Meeting in Toronto 

that weekend. Besides attending interesting 
meetings and speakers we were thrilled to 

be at the Saturday night Tribute 
Gala honouring outgoing National 
President Marla Dan. What a won-
derful event!

Israel’s Consul General to To-
ronto, D.J. Schneeweiss, and Profes-
sor Rivka Lazovsky, Chairperson, 
World WIZO brought special greet-
ings. After a delicious dinner, guest 
speaker Dr. Benjamin Davidson, 
Director General of Assaf Harofeh 
Medical Center, spoke about the 

incredible work that will be made possible at 
the CHW Stroke and Invasive Neuroradiol-
ogy Institute thanks to the generosity of CHW 
supporters.

Marla’s husband, Aubrey Dan, generously 
sponsored the evening’s musical performance 
- a fabulous live band featuring classic Rock 
and Roll hits. Even though the women far 
out-numbered the men, we danced for hours.
  

On the local front:

Our 2014 Jewish Style Dinner for Eight 
was held on Thursday, November 6th at the 
home of Garry and Susanne Forstey. It was 
a great success. Huge thank you’s to Dianne, 
Leona and Linda for cooking and serving and 
to Jennifer, Lesley-Ann, June, Robin, Wendy, 
Malvina and Zoe for their delicious and help-
ful contributions. The Forstey Family loved 
it and immediately bought raffle tickets to 
try to win it again next year. The following 
week Zoe, Linda and Aviva successfully sold 
hundreds more tickets to the happy men at the 
B’nai Brith Silver Plate Dinner. We’ll make 
our draw at the Shabbat Family Dinner on 
Friday, Jan. 16th so be sure to get your tickets 
before then. Only $5 each!

Sad News: Our CHW chapter has lost a 
long-time, incredibly dedicated member 
with the passing of Mrs. Pauline Laimon.  
Pauline capably served as chapter Treasurer 
for decades.  Her aprons were always a hit at 
our Hadassah Bazaars, many years ago. She 
will be missed. Our deepest condolences to 
the Laimon and King Families.

CHW is excited about its upcoming mission 
to Israel, April 20 to April 30, 2015. Join them 
for this 10-day adventure as we invite you to 
“Learn, Love, Live Israel the CHW Way!” It 
will be an awesome way to visit Israel and 
learn firsthand about the CHW projects there. 
Six lucky CHW members will even have a 
chance to win a $1500 subsidy from CHW 
(like a free flight).  I have the application 
forms if you are interested.

Our next chapter meeting had to be resched-
uled. It is now on for:  Sunday, January 4th at 
the home of Linda Shaw, 1109 Temperance 
Street.  We’ll start at 11:00 a.m. and have a 
light brunch.  Program: A Casual Overview of 
the Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission 
with Jan Gitlin, Commissioner. She’ll brief us 
about the work that the Commission has been 
doing for advocacy and reconciliation and tell 
us about the “Think Good, Do Good” Program 
that Saskatchewan has initiated. Please let me 
know that you will be attending.

All the very best wishes for 2015.

Dr. Benjamin Davidson, 
Marla Dan and Alina Ianson

Susanne & Garry Forstey, 2014 Jewish Dinner-
for-8 winners, with Leona, Linda & Dianne

“If you insist long 
enough that you are 

right, you’ll be wrong.”
from - The New Joys of Yiddish. 

by Leo Rosten
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Scharfstein │ Gibbings │ Walen │ Fisher LLP
Barristers & Solicitors

Grant J. Scharfstein, Q.C.
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500 Scotiabank Building, 
111 Second Ave S 
Saskatoon, SK S7K 1K6

This page is sponsored by Naomi Rose and Stan Sinai of Toronto.

PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
FROM A QUALIFIED

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Darrell Nordstrom, R.F.P., 
C.F.P., CLU.

 •Financial Estate Planning
 •Investment Management
 •Charitable Bequests

Assante Wealth Management
Wealth Creation, Preservation and Management

200 - 261 1st Ave. East 
Saskatoon, Sask. S7K 1X2

Bus: 665-3377 Res: 933-4123

Come and 
celebrate our Silver 

Anniversary - 
Lavish fun with an 

added dash 
of nostalgia.

What were you watching on TV in 1991? 
There’s a very good chance it was 

“Growing Pains”.

Alan Thicke is fondly known as “America’s 
Dad” for his role as patriarch Jason Seaver 

A Few More Tidbits 
about MERCAZ

 If you get the im-
pression that I’m ped-

aling MERCAZ, you are right.  I’m passionate 
about the movement because it represents us 
and our values as Conservative Jews in Israel 
and around the world.  We are not just an iso-
lated Conservative congregation in the middle 
of the frozen prairies.  We are part of a larger 

Mercaz Musings
by Elaine Sharfe – Mercaz Canada Board Member

picture and we have the ability to be heard.  
Our UIA campaign just finished.  Some 

of that money has gone to the World Zionist 
Organization (WZO) and some to the Jewish 
Agency.  We should be familiar with the lat-
ter because it’s through their program that we   
access our shlichim.  

 The money the WZO and Jewish Agency 
receive is apportioned to the various Zionist 
organizations, of which MERCAZ is one.  

The amount  each organization receives is 
proportional to the size of its membership 
within the WZO.  MERCAZ relies on the 
individual contributions from people like 
you and me to make up its membership list.       
For $18.00 you too can be counted.  Students 
may join for $9.00.

You may join online at www.mercaz.ca or 
send a cheque to Mercaz Canada, 55 Yeo-
man’s road, Ste 201, Toronto, ON M3H2J4.

on that mega-hit. He also composed and 
performed the theme songs for “Different 
Strokes” and “Facts of Life”. He has been 
extremely busy since then. He is a seven-time 
Emmy Nominee. He’s currently starring in a 
new Sitcom/Reality TV “Unusually Thicke” 
and appears regularly on “How I Met Your 
Mother.” He’s written two books: “How Men 
Have Babies: The Pregnant Father’s Survival 
Guide” and “How To Raise Kids Who Won’t 
Hate You”. He is well-known as a key-note 
speaker, ad-man and father of Robin Thicke. 
Besides being admired around the world for 
his multi-talented work and wonderful career 
in entertainment, he is clever and very funny.

Alan Thicke has recently been honored as 
an inductee into the Canadian Walk of Fame 

and was this year’s  recipient of the Canadian 
Award of Distinction at the 2014 Banff Fes-
tival. Now he can add the honour of joining 
an amazing list of prestigious and talented 
Silver Spoon Dinner Speakers. Don’t miss it!

    The Silver Spoon Dinner continues to be 
Saskatoon’s Premiere Ladies’ Night Out - an 
evening of luxury and laughs. You will be 
pampered, wined and dined and entertained 
in elegant style while supporting Saskatoon 
Hadassah-WIZO, the Congregation Agudas 
Israel Jewish Community, Saskatoon Interval 
House and Ronald McDonald House.

You will meet the 2015 Sterling Award Win-
ner and have the opportunity to win numerous 
fabulous prizes!

Alan Thicke... from page 1
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Barristers, Solicitors and Mediators
RANDY KATZMAN

B.Comm., LL.B.

(306) 653-5000
Fax: (306) 652-4171

5th Floor, Atrium Place, #510, 128 - 4th Avenue S., 
Saskatoon, S7K 1M8

CUELENAERE, KENDALL
KATZMAN

         RICHARDS&

SHERWOOD

SHERWOOD

GMC
Heavy
Duty

Trucks

RV
Sales
and

Service

GMC
Medium

Duty
Trucks

Free Shuttle Service 
Pick-up and Delivery 
7:30 a.m. - 5:15 p.m.

Body Shop 
The Body Shop provides
Free Loaners on all SGI 
or Retail Collision Claims

550 Brand Road • Saskatoon
374-6330 • Toll Free 1-877-374-6330

GMC
Quality Memorials

approved for 
Agudas Cemetery

210B - 33rd Street East
Saskatoon, SK  S7K 0S3

306-652-5363
www.remco-memorials.ca

Hillel Saskatoon is 
excited to start anoth-
er year of operations. 
We have elected our 
board and are enjoying 
a very successful year 

so far. We have our soccer team in for 2014-
2015 season as well, so we hope to see some 
of you at the games. Marsha and Grant your 
section is reserved.

When I write this initial submission I usu-
ally list the board members, outgoing and 
present, so that the congregation can know 
who is involved. This year, while speaking 
to my Vice President, Adam Hering, he said 
to me that I should write what Hillel means 
to me. This struck me as an odd idea. Hillel 
Saskatoon means a great deal to me. I have 
been involved since I graduated high school 

Greetings from Hillel
by Daniel Katzman, President Hillel Saskatoon

nine years ago, and in Hillel’s leadership for 
seven of those years. When I was trying to 
define what Hillel meant to me, this is not 
what came to mind first. Soccer was. Hillel 
means new relationships, brotherhood and sis-
terhood, not just amongst Jews but all people 
willing to engage in it. It means a sense of 
belonging to an organization who’s directive 
is to make sure all are included. Not many 
organizations that I know of can boast this. 
I have seen many great organizations, some 
ensuring success for years to come, some are 
extremely effective at explaining goals and 
directives they are involved in, and I would 
like to believe Hillel Saskatoon attempts to 
do this. While these are both very important 
goals, I believe that by making sure all are 
included that these goals are met. If people 
have a say in leadership, they have to know 

what is happening. The best way to ensure 
that leadership will continue is to get more 
people involved. I believe that through our 
soccer team this is achieved. All executive 
members, past and present, have been on the 
soccer team at one point or another. This also 
means our executive is in constant commu-
nication with its members, allowing us to be 
approachable and to be held accountable for 
all our actions. I will be the first to admit I am 
an imperfect leader. I am usually sceptical to 
the point of cynical of new ideas that I don’t 
fully understand, I am massively stubborn and 
sometimes I do not take criticism well, but 
through soccer I am working at overcoming 
these traits. Hillel allows me to be involved in 
Screamin’ Chickens, and Screamin’ Chickens 
allows me to grow as a leader.

In advance of my 
first trip to Israel, I 
expected that I would 
most connect with 
Tel Aviv. How wrong 
I was.

Not to speak ill 
of Tel Aviv, but one 

cannot walk the streets of Jerusalem without 
being affected by the history, beauty, and in-
herent holiness of a city that literally billions 
consider central to their faith. For many of 
those navigating the ancient walls of the Old 
City, watching worshippers at the Kotel, or 
stepping into the majestic Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, a trip to Jerusalem is a unique 
milestone in one’s personal journey through 
life. Jerusalem transcends faith, language, 
and time itself. 

All of which makes the recent escalation of 

tensions and violence in Jerusalem particu-
larly worrisome and saddening. The murder 
of four Jewish worshippers and a Druze 
police officer at a Jerusalem synagogue – a 
disgusting act of evil that at least one analyst 
has rightly called a pogrom – followed on 
months of mounting Palestinian violence and 
incitement. 

One of my co-workers, a Canadian ex-pat 
who works in the Centre for Israel and Jewish 
Affairs (CIJA)’s Jerusalem office, was 300 
metres away from a recent terrorist attack 
in which a Palestinian drove into crowds of 
innocent bystanders. It is outrageous that the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) has promoted a 
social media campaign calling on its adher-
ents to continue using their cars as weapons 
against Jews. The PA has inflamed hostilities 
further by declaring that Jews are “defiling” 
the Temple Mount, in keeping with recurring 

rhetoric from Palestinian officials denying that 
a Jewish Temple ever existed in Jerusalem. 

Disorder and riots have become all-too-
common facets of life in parts of Jerusalem. 
Mahmoud Abbas has even gone so far as to 
praise the would-be assassin (a member of 
Islamic Jihad) of an Israeli political activist 
shot at close range in Jerusalem. Anyone who 
cares about keeping Jerusalem a secure, acces-
sible, and orderly place for worshippers of all 
faiths should be incensed by the environment 
of fear and chaos being cultivated by Palestin-
ian extremists. 

As Jews, regardless of our personal reli-
giosity or observance, it is worth reminding 
ourselves of the inestimable Jewish blood, 
sweat, and tears (so to speak) that have gone 
into Jerusalem and that speak to us from cen-
turies past. This is the city in which our people 

Jerusalem Is Ours To Share – And Protect
by Steve McDonald, Assistant Director of Communications - CIJA

continued on page 12
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Bus: (306) 242-6000  Cell: 241-1900

For
RESULTS, 
SERVICE &
EXPERIENCE
call me today. 
I look forward to working with you!

Member of REMAX 
Chairman Club

#5 Individual Awards 2013
Lifetime Achievement Award 2006

Saskatoon

Leila Goluboff

This Page is sponsored by Toby Rose, Les Klein, Jonathon, Solomon and Benjamin of Toronto

Disclaimer: in the 
following words I will 
not try to convince you 
to believe this way or 

another, neither do I intend to upset anyone. 
This is simply a form of communication 
which allows me as the writer to address 
you readers. All I wish is to share my point 
of view with you, so please, feel free to read 
and get angry, laugh a little or cry your hearts 
out, just remember that Laurie and I are here 
and we can talk about everything you’d like, 
laugh about it or even cry if needed. Thanks 
for your patience. Now I’ll start making my 
way to the point. 

A few weeks ago we heard the news about 
the coming elections in Israel. Three months 
before that Laurie and I tried to summarize 
operation ‘Protective edge’ in a presentation 
to congregation members. At the end of the 
presentation we were asked how we see the 
political future in Israel. I immediately an-
swered that I expect to see elections again in 
the coming year. Am I happy to be right? I’m 
not sure, its bitter sweet. Israel has reached 
this situation as a result of an ongoing deterio-
ration process which started two decades ago.

The Israeli society was always a segmented 
one; different types of Jews from all over the 
world are the majority and different types of 
Arabs creating a strong (25% of the popula-
tion) minority. Each ethnic group has issues 
with the other and issues among themselves. 
Unity was never abundant, not even in times 
of war as it is common to believe. What has 
happened to us Israelis; why don’t we get 
along with each other?

Why are the coming elections 
in Israel so important?

by Itai Bar

A conversation we held recently with a con-
gregation member opened my eyes wider than 
before when the term ‘Citizenship Education’ 
was placed on the coffee table. This term and 
the philosophy behind it struck me as noth-
ing less than brilliant; this is an educational 
philosophy which I think of greatly and I will 
explain the connection to what I’m trying to 
say in a few lines. Now back to Israel; if one 
would ask me what Israel lacks at the moment 
I will give out this headline: Israel lacks the 
leadership that will take it to the next level of 
the state building process it started 68 years 
ago. The level I’m talking about consists from 
highly aware citizens and I’m not talking 
about security awareness, but a rather different 
more complex type. I’m talking about civilian 
awareness, caring for the weak and for the 
poor, volunteering, educating our children 
together. All of these examples represent types 
of awareness that Israeli society lacks. All of 
these types of awareness are reachable with 
the right amount of ‘Citizenship Education’. 
Now, while we bear in mind what I just wrote 
I would like to say that this article is neither 
about the educational philosophy nor about 
citizen’s awareness. It is actually about our 
missing leadership.   

Above I had mentioned the deterioration 
process which started two decades ago and 
I would like to clarify that. Nineteen years 
ago Israel lost the only leader who had the 
courage to say that the country’s existence 
is no longer in doubt. Yitzhak Rabin was the 
last leader who saw the problems within the 
society as no less severe than the ones external 
to it. He was keen on solving the conflict with 
the Arabs so that the country will have more 
resources to deal with ignorance, with racism 
and with intolerance within our own people. 

Unfortunately for all of us that process was 
cut with a surgical move in a crucial time.

As the country is marching towards elec-
tions for the 20th time since its establishment, 
the sixth time in 19 years, one cannot stop 
and wonder what could have been, how the 
last 20 years would be described in future 
history books, how our lives as Israelis would 
seem if that assassination had failed. At the 
beginning of November we commemorated 
Rabin together in a respectful session at the 
end of a Friday service. Here is what I wrote 
for that evening: 

“Nineteen years ago I was eight years old, 
a second grade student, most of my concerns 
were regarding what time was my basketball 
practice and how will I perform. On the night 
of the assassination I was awake during the 
emergency broadcast which delivered the 
news about the murder of Rabin. The next day 
I woke up quietly and got ready for school, my 
mom was quiet, she tried to explain something 
to me but I believe she was confused herself. I 
went to school and everything was still in the 
same place like yesterday, the buildings, the 
trees and of course the basketball court. I went 
straight to my class and took my seat; all the 
kids were already there sitting quietly wait-
ing for our teacher Tzila to enter the class. 
When she finally entered we stood up like we 
always did. Then she placed her coffee mug 
in the same exact spot like she always did, she 
lifted it, took a sip from her coffee and placed 
it down, then she looked at us and started cry-
ing. With tears rolling down her cheeks she 
said that this was the saddest day in her life 
and that she can’t even start to express her 
feelings about what happened. I was sad too. 
I admired Tzila, she was a wonderful teacher 
and she really cared about us but the fact that 
she cried broke my heart. A moment later, with 
a broken voice, she said that she is sorry; 
she was apologizing on behalf of her whole 

continued on page 15

Introduction to 
Judaism Classes

A course about the basics of Jewish 

beliefs, traditions, prayer, life cycle, 

family and sexuality, holidays and 

the foundational Jewish texts.

Twice monthly - Mondays from 
7:30 to 9:00pm.

Classes in January: 12th and 26th.

Classes in February: 9th and 23rd.
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we design and print...
 Brochures
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 Flyers
 Posters
 Presentation Folders
 Laser Cheques
 Stationery
 Annual reports
 Business Forms
 Carbonless Forms

Tel. 306.955.3373 • Fax. 306.955.5739

 Textbooks
 Family History Books

... to your specifications and satisfaction

217 Jessop Avenue • Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7N 1Y3
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Michael R. Scharfstein, B.Comm., J.D.
mscharfstein@SHTB-law.com
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www.SHTB-law.com
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Business Slipping Away?
Maybe you are paying too 

much for your steel?
Call Toll Free:

1-800-667-5353
Bucket Service Available

New Steel and Pipe
Used Steel and Pipe

INLAND STEEL PRODUCTS INC
President: Mark Ditlove

Saskatoon

From The Moral and Spiritual Values of Judaism:
How Jews Mourn

by the late Rabbi Roger Pavey

continued on page 17

The following is 
another essay from  
Moral and Spiritual 
Values, the unpub-
lished work of the 
same title by the late 
Rabbi Roger Pavey.

 “As one comes 
into the world, so one leaves.  One enters 
with a cry and one leaves with a cry. “  One 
enters with love, and one leaves with love.  
One enters with a sigh, and one leaves with a 
sigh.  One enters without knowledge and one 
leaves without knowledge.  It is taught in the 
name of R. Meir:  When a person comes into 
the world, their hands are clenched, as if to 
say, “Everything is mine and I shall inherit it 
all.”  When a person leaves this world, their 
hands are stretched out wide, as if to say “I 
take nothing away with me.”

So says the Midrash on the Biblical Book of 
Ecclesiastes.  Traditional Jewish sources are 
bluntly realistic about the nature of human life 
seen in the perspective of the inevitability of 
death as the essential human experience. They 
are also fully aware of the pain of parting, the 
trauma of loss and the necessity of ritualizing 
the experience of death so as to make it bear-
able, and to enable life to continue.

The bitterness of death is spoken of in 
the Biblical account of the death born of the 
adultery of King David and the wife of Uriah 
the Hittite(2 Sm. 12).  David is prostrated with 
grief as the child is dying, but when he hears 
that the child has actually died he returns to 
normality.  “His courtiers asked him, Why are 
you doing this?  When the child was alive you 
fasted and wept but now he is dead, you get 
up and eat normally.  He answered, While the 
boy was still alive I fasted and wept because 
I thought that perhaps God might be compas-
sionate and let him live.  Now he is dead, why 

fast?  Can I bring him back?  I will go to him, 
but he will never come back to me.”

It is a duty to mourn.  It is also a duty to 
live.  Mourning should be part of a process 
of reconstructing life.  Judaism has devised 
rituals that mark mourning as process.  The 
mourner has permission to disintegrate, to 
experience the full agony of loss; but then, 
little by little, the mourner is led back to life 
and reintegration into the community.  The 
process follows the timing schedule that the 
individual needs.  It is gentle; it is hard.  Even-
tually, the mourning of a death becomes the 
celebration of a life.  But the death is never 
repaired.  The scars of loss are never healed; 
they grow scar tissue that can be torn away at 
any time.  But the bleeding is never again the 
hemorrhage that it once was.  And the pain is 
intermingled with the joy of  celebration of 
life.  What one was can never be lost, even 
if we remember it through tears.  So it is that 
acceptance of death and empowerment to live 
again without the one lost is a gentle process 
within the  community and with the support 
of community.

The Wisdom of Ben Sira says, Mourn for 
a while…then take comfort from your grief.  
For grief can lead to death, and a sorrowing 
heart takes away strength.  When the dead are 
at rest, let their memory too rest.

The essential is to mourn wholeheartedly, 
for what a tragedy it would be if our lives 
could be passed over without a tear in some-
one’s heart!  But then to return to life with 
peace, serenity and some healing, however in-
complete it will be.  Like Jacob who wrestled 
with a strange being and received a blessing 
that changed his name and acknowledged his 
altered destiny, but then limped away from the 
encounter permanently sounded (Gn.32:32), 
so it is too with the experience of death.  The 
mourner is permanently  hurt, but it still is pos-
sible to carry on living, and to live with hope 

and courage, limping but yet alive.  And  the 
blessing of the life that has been lost becomes 
more and more significant as time passes than 
the pain of  the loss.

Immediately at the time of death a mourner 
should not be comforted, for there is no com-
fort for someone whose dead lies before them.  
To attempt comfort is stupidly insensitive. The 
funeral is the time to let the raw emotions of 
despair and anger be fully expressed.  Pain 
must be stated not subdued, and there is no  
place in the healthy process of coming to 
terms with death for stiff upper lips and “bear-
ing up”.  But there is always a context of faith, 
a faith that can not be felt by the mourner at 
the time, but that will be known again.  As 
the mourner drops dirt into the grave, the 
inexorable thud on the coffin marks a finality 
that can not be gainsaid.  Then there is no 
comfort of faith, only the emptiness of loss.  
But as the caring community surrounds the 
mourner, the mourner will find faith again; 
faith in the beauty of life; the eternity of love, 
the blessing of sharing.  For no human being 
has not known death and the utter despair of 
loss.  Therefore we reach out to each other and 
hold each other with arms that care.  When 
we weep together, our tears cleanse and heal.  
Faith will be reborn.  The beginning is ac-
ceptance, acceptance of the  overwhelming 
presence of absence.  The saying of Kaddish 
by the mourner is the beginning of healing.  
And however long it takes, healing will come.

Then begins the period of mourning that 
Jewish tradition has created.  First comes 
the seven day period known as shiva.  The 
mourner has no obligation during this week.  
The community comes to them and prayers 
are held daily in the home.  But already the 
gentle healing has begun, for mourning is 
interrupted for the Sabbath, a day of serenity 
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Yoga with Nicky
Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. beginning on January 8th 
in the CAI Gym
Class cancellations: January 29th, February 5th 
Drop-in, free program
Please dress comfortably and bring a yoga mat.

Sisterhood Meeting 
This meeting is short and is intended to clear up 
fine details before the family Shabbat dinner.  
Jan. 5th, 7 p.m. CAI Board Room

Library Revitalization Meeting
Open to ALL community members
Jan. 29th, 7:00 p.m. in the CAI Library
Come out and share your ideas and vision for a new 
and improved library space.  Perhaps a museum/library 
combination?  Share your thoughts and be a part of something great!  
Contact Lisashiffman@shaw.ca for more information.

From Our Tel Aviv Desk

by Lior Bachar - (former Shlichut)

As I was getting ready to address a few 
controversial issues in this edition’s article, 
just when Netanyahu and his “partners” 
decided to call for new elections, I am faced 
with the dilemma, what to write about. I still 
choose to begin with an issue not concerning 
directly the upcoming elections (although it 
might well be in scope...): the “nation state” 
bill that was brought up (once again) in the 
last weeks, causing mayhem. The bill’s con-
troversy, in Israel and within the larger Jew-
ish community outside Israel, was one of the 
major issues in the power disputes between 
the parties that formed the government that 
dissolved this week.

So, what is the nation state bill? Well, I 
should begin with a warning - the scope of this 
article is not capable of drawing all the lines 
that form the big picture regarding the bill, nor 
is my knowledge. However, I do believe that 
the issue is important enough even if it only 
raises a discussion, to be continued in a time 
and place each of us can decide separately.

The bill was originally put forward in 
2011 by former security chief, then Member 
of Knesset Avi Dichter. Back then, it drew 
some attention but nowhere near the mess 
it has created this time round. Apparently it 
was backed by about one third of the Knesset 
members, though it was a lighter version when 

compared to the current round. This time, the 
bill was readdressed by right-wing MK’s from 
the Likkud party and others, in two versions 
considered to be too right-wing, conservative - 
or any other description of the sort (“extreme” 
or “worthy”, depending on one’views). How-
ever, Netanyahu and his government did not 
back these versions, but rather agreed to lay 
a moderate version on the table. Needless to 
say, this is not going to happen soon, as the 
government has dissolved and the Knesset 
with it. The bill’s controversy is, of course, its 
substance - whichever version is analyzed. In 
a nutshell, the law’s goal is to constitutional-
ize Israel’s foundation as the Jewish state. 
Israel does not have a constitution (though the 
Declaration of Independence clearly stated a 
deadline for writing one, back in 1948); rather 
it has formed a list of Basic Laws that, espe-
cially since 1992, have been considered part 
of the “constitutional revolution” that is bound 
to end up in a comprehensive document. The 
nation state bill wishes to add a Basic Law 
to the current legislation, one that defines 
rigidly Israel’s identity as the Jewish state, the 
national home of the Jewish people, or rather 
Jewish Nation (“Am” in hebrew). So far, noth-
ing is too far-fetched in any democratic terms. 
After all, numerous western, liberal, democra-
cies, have constitutions that define their state’s 

identity as the one 
that the majority of 
its citizens belong to, 
whether or not such 
identity relates to the 
majority’s language, 
faith, historic roots or other characteristics 
that define the “nationhood” of the majority. 

A few examples: In the UK, where the 
Queen must be Anglican, the flag has a  cross 
(more than one) - clearly a Christian symbol, 
it seems that citizens who either belong to 
different faiths, or originate from different 
countries, do not feel that their civil rights 
have been reduced compared to the majority 
Anglican population. How about Germany, 
where the existence of a repatriation law 
(similar to what we call the “Law of Return” 
in Israel) doesn’t seem to irritate too many 
civil rights activists arguing that citizens who 
do not belong to the German “ethnicity” are 
not eligible to the same benefits of returning 
to their “patria”. And there are many more 
examples. Well, in Israel the reality is, as usual 
more complex. However, it seems that politi-
cal partisanship causes our representatives to 
complicate things much further, whether they 
are motivated by the success of their next 
campaign, by their blindness to whoever is 

Community Activities

Israeli Dance Classes
Free, drop in
All ages and levels welcome
No previous dance experience required
Bring comfortable shoes – no boots or heels!
Tuesdays, 7 p.m. January 7th-April 28th

Class cancellations: February 17th, April 7th
For more information email: donnamutlow@hotmail.com



12

This Page is Sponsored by the United Israel Appeal of Canada

Judaism in the 
21st Century

Judaism and its teachings give us lessons that help us 
to reflect on the reality of our times. Our foundational 
books were written many centuries ago and they still 
shed light about essential questions of the modern 

man and woman.

Join us for a monthly talk studying a new topic:

Wednesday, January 14th:
Euthanasia and Physician-Assisted Suicide

Currently being debated by the Supreme Court of 
Canada

Wednesday, February 11th:
The Land of Israel and Jewish Law 

What are the borders of the biblical Land of Israel? 
Is it allowed to return territories for the sake of peace?

From 7 to 8:30 pm
For questions please contact 

Rabbi Claudio at rabbiclaudio@gmail.com

first built a Temple some three millennia ago. 
This is the city that was desecrated, besieged, 
and destroyed by occupier after occupier. This 
is the city from which Jews were expelled in 
70 CE, only to wait 1,897 years for it to be 
reunited under a sovereign Jewish state – af-
ter many Jewish fighters died in its streets in 
1948 and 1967.

All of the above is neither myth nor articles 
of faith, but indelible parts of the historic re-
cord. The Jewish people must always be ready 
to accommodate those who wish to worship 

alongside us in peace and mutual respect. 
But our connection to Jerusalem is not up for 
debate, and our freedom of religion cannot be 
abrogated by violent extremists.

The Psalms – perhaps the greatest gem of 
Jewish poetry – beseech us: “If I forget you, 
O Jerusalem, may my right hand forget [its 
skill]. May my tongue cling to my palate, if 
I do not remember you, if I do not bring up 
Jerusalem at the beginning of my joy.” 

As the people of Jerusalem find themselves 
facing insecurities that no one should have to 

experience, such wise words have particular 
resonance. Indeed, we can be proud that the 
Canadian Jewish community came together 
on November 22nd for a national Shabbat of 
Solidarity organized by CIJA. In so doing, we 
collectively reaffirmed our indivisible bond 
with Israelis, our love for Jerusalem, and the 
sanctity of our synagogues.

Steve McDonald is Associate Director, 
Communications, at the Centre for Israel 
and Jewish Affairs (CIJA) – the advocacy 
agent of Canada’s Jewish Federations.

Israel is Ours to Share... from page 8

The social jus-
tice committee is 

up and running again. We held a preliminary 
meeting in November, during which Rabbi 
Claudio shared his amazing experience with 
T’ruah: The Rabbinic Call for Human Rights, 
who are working to address the modern slav-
ery and exploitation of migrant labourers in 
South Florida (please see the links below for 
more information).

Further to the meeting, we will be holding 
a planning session in the new year in order 
to establish the mandate and objectives of the 
committee. We encourage members who are 

interested in issues of social justice to join us 
for the planning session, tentatively sched-
uled for 10:30 am on Sunday January 25th, 
2015 at the synagogue. During this session 
we intend to create a working understanding 
of the mandate, scope and objectives of the 
committee, in order to move forward with a 
solid foundation for action.

If you have any questions or seek more in-
formation, please contact Laurie: shlichim@
agudasisrael.org; Willow: willowallen@hot-
mail.com; or Jo Ann: joann.jaffe@uregina.ca.

Resources:
http://www.truah.org/issuescampaigns/slav-
ery-a-human-trafficking-50094/ciw/9-issues-
campaigns/slavery-a-human-trafficking/302-
rabbinic-missions-to-florida.html

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/25/busi-
ness/in-florida-tomato-fields-a-penny-buys-
progress.html?hp&_r=1

http://www.fairfoodprogram.org/

Social Justice Committee Formed 
At Congregation Agudas Israel

by Willow Allen
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Biography of the Month: Sholem Aleichem
by Stan Schroeder

Editor’s Note: Stan Schroeder is the Editor 
of  Congregation Shir Ami’s “Shir Notes” in 
Los Angeles which also won a Gold Medal 
for “Bulletins.” He writes biographies of 
famous Jews and has offered to share them 
with us. This article was first published in the 
Shir Notes. Steven Goluboff and Stan recently 
met each other in Jerusalem to discuss their 
community Bulletins.

S h o l e m 
Aleichem was 
the pen name of 
the most famous 
author of Yiddish 
literature, 

Solomon Ya-
kov Rabinovitz. The name ‘Sholem Aleichem’  
is derived directly from the name Solomon, 
which in Yiddish is often spelled Sholomo. 
‘Aleichem’ completes the name to form a Yid-
dish greeting, or phrase, from the Hebrew for 
‘Peace be unto you’. 

Solomon was born on March 2, 1859 in the 
small town of Pereyaslav, southeast of Kiev, 
now Ukraine, then a part of the Russian Empire. 
His family was relatively well-off and he had 
eleven siblings. His father was a merchant and 
was knowledgeable about religious matters. 
He sympathized with the haskalah, which was 
a progressive movement within Judaism  – to-
wards a less traditionalistic form. He was part of 
the so-called inteligentsia, an ill-defined circle 
of middle-class intellectuals (from all walks of 
life) in Russia.

In the early 1860s the family moved to Vo-
ronko, a very small town, not far from Pereya-
slav. This village ended up serving as a model 
for the fictitious Jewish shtetls in Aleichem’s 
work. Around 1870 the family ran into finan-
cial difficulties and moved back to Pereyaslav. 
Aleichem’s mother died in 1872 during a cholera 
epidemic. Encouraged by his father, Solomon 
attended secondary school in Russia – in spite 
of the intensive religious segregation.

His first venture into writing was an alphabetic 
glossary of the epithets used by his stepmother. 
At the age of fifteen, inspired by Robinson Cru-
soe, he composed a Jewish version of the novel. 
He adopted the pseudonym Sholem Aleichem.

After graduation in 1876 he started working 
as a tutor for a wealthy landowner’s daughter, 
Olga (Golde) Loyev. From 1880 to 1883 he 
served as a so-called ‘court-rabbi’ in the town of 
Lubny, a very poor Jewish village. During this 
time he learned to love the simple, humble Jew-
ish people, who were to become the characters 
of his stories. In 1883 he married Golde against 
her father’s wishes.

At first, Aleichem wrote in Russian and He-

brew. From 1883 on, he produced over forty 
volumes in Yiddish, thereby becoming a central 
figure in Yiddish literature by 1890. Most writ-
ing for Russian Jews at the time was in Hebrew, 
the liturgical language used largely by learned 
Jews. Yiddish, however, was the vernacular 
language of nearly all literate East European 
Jews. It was often derogatorily called “jargon”, 
but Aleichem used this term in an entirely non-
pejorative sense.

Apart from his own literary output, Sholem 
Aleichem used his personal fortune to encourage 
other Yiddish writers. In 1888-1889, he put out 
two issues of an almanac, Di Yidishe Folksbib-
liotek (“The Yiddish Popular Library”) which 
gave important exposure to young Yiddish writ-
ers. In 1890 Aleichem lost his entire fortune, and 
could not afford to print the third issue, which 
had been edited but was never printed. Over 
the next few years, while continuing to write in 
Yiddish, he also wrote in Russian for an Odessa 
newspaper and for Voskhod, the leading Russian 
Jewish publication of the time, as well as in 
Hebrew for Ha-melitz.

In about 1900 when the discrimination 
escalated to violent waves of state-sanctioned 
pogroms, the Jewish life in these small towns 
ceased to exist in the way it used to. Aleichem 
and his family left eastern Europe in 1905. 
Aleichem’s work - in some way - united the 
dislocated Jewish community, and at the same 
time reminded them of the world they had to 
leave. He was an impassioned advocate of Yid-
dish as a national Jewish language, one which 
should be accorded the same status and respect 
as other modern European languages. He also 
devoted himself to the cause of Zionism; many 

of his writings present the Zionist case. In 1907, 
he served as an American delegate to the Eighth 
Zionist Congress held in The Hague.

Sholom Aleichem died in New York City 
on May 13, 1916. On the day of his burial, all 
Jewish shops closed, and hundreds of thousands 
attended.

Sholem Aleichem’s most famous stories were 
about Tevye, the Dairyman, a pious Jewish 
milkman in Tsarist Russia, and the troubles he 
has with his six daughters. They were originally 
published in Yiddish in 1894. In 1939 the Yid-
dish film Teyve was filmed in New York City 
and Long Island. The English language version 
entitled Fiddler on the Roof  was produced as a 
Broadway play in 1964, starring Zero Mostel. 
It ran for 3,242 performances at three increas-
ingly larger theaters  The highly successful 
movie version was released in 1971, starring 
Topol as Teyve.

The documentary movie Sholem Aleichem: 
Laughing in the Darkness was released in July 
of 2011. It is much more than his story - it is the 
story of his times and his people. The combina-
tion of old photographs and informative inter-
views, including his 100 year-old granddaughter, 
added to my enjoyment at the Laemmle.
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Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu has 
called for a snap general election.  It will be 
held on March 17, 2015, just a year and ten 
months since the last Knesset elections, and 
a full two years before the next election was 
expected to be held.

These elections are unusual in two respects:  
First, it’s hard to understand why they’re 
talking place at all.  Second, the results might 
lead to a government which is quite different 
to what the voters intended.

The snap election has not been called in 
light of a major crisis or fundamental policy 
differences on core issues, such as diplo-
matic initiatives, the cost of living, education, 
healthcare or security.

Unfortunately, this election will only in-
crease the public’s dislike for the political 
system and make young people less likely 
to bother voting at all.  Note that this trend 
will not affect the outcome uniformly.  The 
hard-right and the ultra-Orthodox always turn 
out in high numbers.  Young people, secular 
people and liberals, on the other hand, tend 
to have less faith in the political system and 
are less likely to vote.  For many, polling day 
(which is always a public holiday) is best 
spent at the beach.

Over the last couple of days, friends in 
Canada and around the world have been ask-
ing me about the key players and the possible 
outcomes of these elections.  

Israel Heads to the Polls
by Yossi Tanuri, Director General, Jewish Federations of Canada - UIA

Here are five key points:
The next few months are likely to be tur-

bulent, as politicians fight to determine what 
these elections will really be about - social and 
economic issues or diplomacy and defense.

The most intriguing candidate in this elec-
tion is undoubtedly Moshe Kahlon.

Kahlon’s party still has no name, no list 
of candidates and no clear agenda, and yet 
surveys are already suggesting that it will 
get 12 seats (out of 120).  Kahlon is said to 
be trying to enlist some well-known women 
and former defence officials.  The party is 
expected to campaign on social issues and 
the cost of living.

To the left of the Likud, in the center-left, 
are Yair Lapid (Yesh Atid), Tzipi Livni (Hat-
nua) and Isaac Herzog (Labor).  Since some 
polls suggest that Livni’s party will not pass 
the electoral threshold, Livni herself may join 
either Yesh Atid or Labor.

To the right, there is Moshe Kahlon’s new 
party and Israel Beitenu, led by Avigdor 
Lieberman. 

While it is likely that Netanyahu will be 
once again returned as prime minister, he 
will need to forge a complex coalition.  The 
Bayit Yehudi party, led by Naftali Bennett, and 
the ultra-orthodox parties won’t be enough.  
Netanyahu will have to bring in both Kahlon 
and Lieberman, neither of whom is on good 
terms with him.

According to a Channel 10 poll, 51% of the 
public think that these elections are bad for 
the country.  

The same poll suggests that Likud will 
win 22 seats, Jewish Home 17 (up from 13 
in the last election), Labor 13, Israel Beitenu 
12, Moshe Kahlon’s party 12, Yesh Atid 9 
(down from 19 in the last election), the ultra-
Orthodox United Torah Judaism 8, Shas 7, 
Meretz 7, Hatnua 4 and the Arab parties 9.  
Neither Kadima, led by Shaul Mofaz, nor 
Balad, another Arab party, are expected to 
pass the threshold.

Yossi Tanuri | Director General | Jewish Fed-
erations of Canada - UIA
(+ 972 2) 620 2778   |fax: (+ 972 2) 624 7580 
* yossi@uiac.org.il | 
JFC-UIA Canada on the Web:www.jewish-
canada.org

 “If you were there and the Romans or the Babylonians were 
about to destroy Jerusalem and you had the power to do 

something about it, would you sit and mourn and cry? Or would 
you turn the world upside down to change history? So what is 

stopping you? Overturn the world today!”
 – Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, Chabad Rabbi



15

This page is sponsored by the late Dr. Lou and Mrs. Ruth Horlick

Divrei Harav... from page 4

Why are Israeli Elections Important... from page 9

est, I think almost everyone will agree that 
having at least a weekly Service is important. 
Furthermore, almost all of us will need the 
Minyan some time in our lives, and we will 
want the Minyan to be there for us. Although 
Services may not be of interest for some of 
our members, I believe nobody would want 
a Congregation without a permanent Minyan.
Thanks to the commitment of a few members 
of our Congregation, we usually have a Min-
yan every Shabbat morning, but because we 
are a small group we are permanently strug-
gling to reach the number ten. Sometimes one 
attendant may phone someone else to come 
and complete the quorum, sometimes we need 
to stop the service until the “tenth” arrives, 

generation for not protecting our future bet-
ter, for letting such a thing happen. One of my 
classmates, Gal was his name, raised his hand 
and asked for permission to speak.  Believe it 
or not, 19 years ago young Israelis were very 
polite. Gal was confused, he asked Tzila: what 
happened? Why are you apologizing? Appar-
ently Gal’s parents told him that something 
bad occurred but they didn’t say what. Tzila 
stood up, she wiped her tears and with a much 
clearer voice she said: “I’m sorry Gal, but as 
it looks right now, in 10 years from now you 
will have to take the same path as the one 
my generation and my children’s generation 
had to take, you will have to go into the army 
and fight for this country’s existence”. Gal 
didn’t have the opportunity to go the army; 
he was killed in a suicide bombing with his 
brother and father in Haifa when he was 11 

and there have been a couple of times when 
the “tenth” doesn’t arrive and we cannot read 
from the Torah or say Kaddish. Although new 
young people are participating, other regular 
attendants have passed away or are not here 
anymore. We need your help to make our 
Minyan stronger and to assure its continuity.
On this new “secular year” I would like to 
invite you to reflect on our responsibilities 
towards our Synagogue. Remember that the 
Minyan needs every one of us in order to 
exist. Don’t wait until nobody else is taking 
care, maybe then it will be too late. If you 
don’t feel that prayer is meaningful for you 
then you can come to be with your congrega-
tion and to support it. If you feel that coming 

every Shabbat is a big commitment for you, 
do it once a month or from time to time, but 
make it a commitment.  Maybe, after coming 
a couple of times, you will feel more con-
nected to the service and will want to come 
more frequently, or even the gratification for 
supporting your congregation will make you 
feel happy and more committed to Judaism. 
Remember that together we build this com-
munity and we cannot delegate that task to 
anyone. 
B’birkat Shalom,
With the blessing of peace,
Rabbi Claudio

years old. That’s a price a nation at war has 
to pay. My teacher Tzila was no prophet, but 
she understood then what I understood years 
later, that the state of Israel made a decision 
during that fall of 1995. Israel chose not to 
walk down the road of coexistence and peace 
but instead we went down the road of violence 
and bloodshed. 

My teacher Tzila was probably more right 
than she ever wanted to be. Exactly 10 years 
later on November 21st, 2005 I went to fight 
for my country. I’ve witnessed the ugly face of 
war firsthand.  I’ve treated wounded soldiers 
in the battle field, I’ve wiped the blood of 19 
year old boys from my clothes and skin and 
I’ve felt the frustration of watching them fad-
ing in front of me with no option to save them. 
This is not how life is supposed to be, this is 
not the face of the Promised Land and this is 

not what Rabin wanted. Nineteen years after 
that night and it is hard not to think about what 
could have been if he would not have been 
murdered. I can’t say that I’m positive that 
things would have been different, I can only 
say that since he is gone, the People of Israel 
are wondering the desert of uncertainty like 
we did 4000 years ago, except that this time 
we are doing it without a shepherd. These days 
are not easy for Israelis who believe in peace. 
Mostly because the majority of Jews in Israel 
are calling for the opposite; as a society I feel 
we are still learning the important lesson of 
that night: we are still learning that it is ok 
to have differences of opinion; it is a viable 
element to have in every pluralistic human so-
ciety. Too much blood has spilled - thousands 
of Israeli soldiers, thousands of civilians from 
both sides, two of my childhood friends have 
paid the price. This is why in these days it is 
more imperative than ever to repeat Rabin’s 
last words out loud: “although Peace entails 
difficulties and even pain, we will not cave, we 
will not back down, we are not going to stop 
believing that two nations can live peacefully 
one next to the other, and one with the other. 
If I may add this one last request I wish more 
than anything that we will find our shepherd 
and we will unveil the real face of the Prom-
ised Land (end of speech).”

You’ve just read what is best described as 
the outlet of my heart. Those feelings come 
back every year since the murder and I believe 
they will continue doing so in the near future. 
I don’t want to live in the past and forever 
wonder what would have happen if…

I want my home to be peaceful; I want us 
and ‘them’ to come to some agreement in 
which death is not included: honestly, both 
sides had too many funerals. More than any-
thing I want my country’s resources to address 
the real conflicts from within, to build the 
society Israel is destined to be. This is why 
the coming elections are so important.
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not part of the majority or by their true and 
deep belief that Israel’s a state only for Jews. 
There is also a big issue regarding the timing 
of the need to issue such a bill. After all, it is 
important to remember three things: the first 
is that the Declaration of Independence bal-
ances quite clearly and is thus mentioned in 
legislation and judiciary processes, though it 
is not “law” - between Israel’s Jewishness and 
Democracy; the second is that everyday life in 
Israel is “de facto” that of a Jewish State, and, 
thirdly, no one in the International community 
denies Israel’s right to be as such, as the 1947 
UN resolution on the partition plan explicitly 
mentions a Jewish State (side by side an Arab 
state, of course).

Nevertheless, Israel has the legitimacy to 
constitutionalize its Jewish “nationhood”, 
just as many other western democracies have 
done even though some scholars disagree on 
the need to involve identity characteristics 
in legislation. So, what’s the big deal? Well, 
the “nation state” bill as it is currently being 
proposed by right-wing representatives has 
gone a bit too far in defining the supremacy 
of the Jewish nationhood, with a very slim 
balance to civil rights for all citizens, of all 

nationhoods, religions and more precisely the 
twenty percent Arab minority. If further steps 
are taken in the path of writing constitutional 
bills, once again and very legitimately, then 
there must be a clear  balance in legislation 
between the (Jewish) majority’s privileges 
and the (mostly Arab) minority’s uncontested 
full civil rights. This is probably the smarter 
way of approaching such complex issues 
(that sometimes seem paradoxical), as other 
western democracies have done. This is not 
an easy task, but very necessary.

On a personal note, I would like to add 
that the timing of the bill, especially as it 
was proposed in these last months, gives 
me the impression that it is mostly a “poke 
in the eye” to the Arab minority and not the 
deep, thorough legislative process it should 
be. This is very unnecessary in times of such 
unease inside Israel and in its surroundings. 
If one thinks that there is never good timing 
for such processes here, let’s at least do it in 
a balanced way.

I guess we’ll have lots of politics to discuss 
in the next edition.

Happy New (civilian) Year.

   

and out of her wheelchair with ease. Ben and 
Denise often brought dinner over. Even bet-
ter, they brought Natalie over! Mom was so 
lucky to have been a great grandmother. She 
got so much joy from Natalie and received 
more hugs and kisses from her than anyone 
else did. I am certain that all the time Ben and 
Aaron spent with Mom while growing up has 
shaped them into the exceptional, intelligent 
and thoughtful young men they are today. I 
give her all of the credit.

Pauline Laimon... from page 5

My mother has faced numerous health chal-
lenges over the years: she lost her left leg, she 
couldn’t see well, she’d had a heart attack and 
a stroke. She accepted all of these physical 
challenges with an admirable attitude and a 
fierce determination to maintain her independ-
ence. Mom was the fortunate recipient of care 
and attention from the Saskatoon Homecare 
team and we will always be grateful for these 
fabulous people and the work they do. As you 
might expect, many became friends. Mom 
didn’t see herself as brave or incredible; she 
just got on with her life and made the neces-
sary adjustments to the new limitations. And 
ultimately she achieved her goal. She died in 
her house, on her couch with me beside her, 
peacefully and with dignity.

A while ago my son Aaron paid me the 
highest compliment. He said, “you’re a lot like 
Bobbe you know, Mom”. Wow. I could not 
ask for more. Not only was my mom my best 
friend, she was someone I admired, loved and 
respected immensely. To be thought of in the 
same way is extremely flattering. Lately a lot 
of people have told me I’m amazing to have 
taken care of Mom as I did; to have been so 
devoted. I’m not sure that’s true, but whatever 
truth there is in that, its because I learned it 
all from her.

Even in death she draws people – thank you 
all so much for coming today from near and far 
to be with us to celebrate and remember her. 
She would have been humbled and honored.

wonder primer and reminder of the importance 
of our mourning processes. 

Holocaust education and programming has 
always been a highlight in our programming. 
We need only reflect on our Yom Hashoah 
services and the thousands of adults and stu-
dents who participated at that time and then 
later when Robbie Waisman spoke again. In 
our community, we have had many survivors, 
some quite prominent and ready to tell their sto-
ries, others in the background, who struggled 
with their “coming out”. One of our members 
who passed away about 16 years ago was Dr. 
Viktor Pollak, a world renowned biomedical 
engineer at the University of Saskatchewan. 
He first began publishing his recollections of 
surviving the “show” camp of Theresienstadt in 
our Bulletin in 1993 and for several years later. 
His widow, Mirka, still a member has always 
wished that his memoirs could be published 
in English (they were published in the Czech 
Republic several years ago). With the help of 
Jan Eklund, our Bulletin graphic artist and I, 
we have realized her dream. Mirka will donate 
a copy of the book, With the Star of David 
Through the Therestienstadt Hell, to every 
member of the Congregation and we plan a 
small book launch at McNally Robinson in 
the near future. 

In spite of the volatility that is the world 
we live in, we have much to be thankful and 
proud of in our community. There have been 
wonderful programs with the help of our Rabbi 
and Shlichim and the many volunteers, record 
breaking fund raising events such as the Silver 
Spoon and Silver Plate Dinners and the recently 
completed UIA Campaign.  Our young adults 
are gradually stepping forward to assume more 
responsibility to assist in mapping our direc-
tions and goals for the future. None of us can 
participate in all of the myriad activities well 
documented in this Bulletin but we should all 
choose something to enhance our Jewish expe-
rience and ensure that all of this can continue. 
I wish you all a healthy and happy New Year. 

Tel Aviv Desk... from page 11
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As my father 

planted for 

me before I 

was born,

So do I plant 

for those who 

will come 

after me.
from the Talmud

Your contribution, 
sent to: 

Saskatoon Jewish 
Foundation 

Congregation Agudas 
Israel, 

715 McKinnon Avenue, 
Saskatoon S7H 2G2 will 

be gratefully received 
and faithfully applied.

TO  GREETING FROM   
SASKATOON JEWISH FOUNDATION

Albert & Rhoda Broudy In memory of Harry Broudy Hank Goldberg & Susan Goodrech 
Sherry & Cam King Heartfelt condolences on the passing of  
 your mother, Pauline Joe, Karen & Katie Dawson 

ELAINE & SHERWOOD SHARE FUND
Bonnie Farber In memory of your mother Elaine & Sherry Sharfe  
Sherry King With condolences on the loss of your mother  Elaine & Sherry Sharfe  
Dov Laimon With condolences on the loss of your mother  Elaine & Sherry Sharfe  
Carol Smokler In memory of your aunt Elaine & Sherry Sharfe

NATE & GRACE GOLUBOFF FUND
Barry Kassen & Family Condolences on the loss of your wife, Susie Kassen Steven & Leila Goluboff  
Jordana Jacobson & Family Condolences on the loss of your aunt, Susie Kassen Steven & Leila Goluboff  
The Wright Family In memory of Cliff Wright Steven & Leila Goluboff  
Sherry & Cam King In memory of Pauline Laimon Steven & Leila Goluboff

GLADYS & GERRY ROSE FUND
Joan Garson Congratulations on becoming President  
 of your synagogue Glady Rose   
Broudy Family In memory of Harry Broudy Glady Rose   
Extended Klein/Golden Family With Sympathy Glady Rose

CLARA GOLUMBIA FUND
Rhoda & Albert Broudy & Family In memory of Harry Broudy Colleen & Joe Golumbia  
     

Rabbi Pavey... from page 10

and joy, symbolising eternity and peace.  The 
second period in the mourning process is the 
sheloshim, 30 days which of course includes 
the initial seven.  Again, there are  regular 
prayers and the mourner says the Kaddish 
prayer.  Then the mourner returns increas-
ingly to normal activities and is permitted, 
for example, to receive an Aliyah to the read-
ing of the Torah in the  services.  Although 
mourners are not permitted to attend parties 
and specifically to listen to music, they may 
proceed now with an already arranged Bar/
Bat Mitzvah or wedding.   Life intrudes on 
death and gradually takes over from it.  It is a 
tradition to continue mourning for parents for 
a further 10 months after this and for others 
for another 11 months.  The whole process 
concludes with the unveiling and  consecra-
tion of a memorial at the grave.  While such 
a memorial can be raised at any time after the  
sheloshim period, it is a widespread custom 
to do it on or about the first anniversary of 
the death.  The  conclusion of the year of 
mourning returns the mourner to complete 
“normality”, yet the experience of the death 
is renewed at each  annual anniversary, 
known to Ashkenazim as yahrtseit and to 
Sefardim as annos.  Then a memorial candle 
is lit, services are attended and Kaddish said 
again and a donation is given to a charity in 

the name of the dead, for Tsedakah tatsil mi 
mavet, “acts of justice redeem from death”.  
This is done at each anniversary thereafter to 
ensure the continuance of the dead in memory 
linked with good deeds.  In addition, memo-
rial prayers are inserted into the Services for 
the three  Pilgrim Festivals and for the Day 
of Atonement every year and each member 
of the community remembers loved ones on 
these special occasions in the community as 
well as privately on the annual anniversary.

Recovery continues and the mourner will 
increasingly be strengthened in living by the 
dead, empowered by memory, not paralysed 
by loss.  The Talmud says, “What can you 
compare to someone who meets a mourner 
after a year and expresses condolences?”  It 
is like a physician who meets someone who 
had broken a leg that is now healed and says, 
“Let me break your leg again and reset it for 
you just to show you how good a physician 
I am.”  A mourner, that is someone obligated 
to go through the rituals prescribed in the 
mourning process, is someone who has lost a 
spouse, parent, sibling or child.  For anyone 
else it is of course permitted voluntarily to 
mourn, for a relative outside those categories 
or for a friend.  A convert to Judaism has the 
obligation to mourn likewise, even if those 
they mourn for are not Jewish.

It would appear that Judaism is unique in 
world religious traditions in the formalised 
process of mourning that it has devised.  The 
system has been widely acknowledged as wise 
and tending to healing.  To avoid mourning 
is exceedingly unwise, as is cutting short the 
process.  Each person’s built-in time frame for 
mourning loss and recovering varies; it must, 
however, never be avoided or short-circuited.  
And loss is not only through death. There are 
many other experiences in life that we need 
formalised mourning processes for, to enable 
us to let go and move on, taking the memories 
that inspire and empower while dropping 
away the baggage that merely wounds and 
incapacitates.  Divorce, loss of job, moving, 
ending of relationships, miscarriage, meno-
pause, are examples of occasions in life when 
we need some ritualised way to express grief, 
anger, despair and begin the process of heal-
ing and recovery.  One of the challenges to 
modern liturgists in Judaism is to create rituals 
and prayers that can be used in the mourning 
process for loss other than through death.  
For in their effect on the human psyche and 
body alike, all such losses are a little death 
that must also be mourned properly if we are 
to retain our ability to live with courage and 
hope continually  renewed.
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Yahrtzeits
January 2/3 Tevet 11/12
Mary Davidner Jan 3 (12)
Michael Davidner Jan 3 (12)
Syd Gelmon Jan 3 (12)
Solomon shaw Jan 3 (12)
Elizabeth Brewster Jan 4 (13)
Arnold Golumbia Jan 4 (13)
Baby Trager Jan 4 (13)
Jacob Trager Jan 4 (13)
Morris Ames Jan 5 (14)
Joseph Caplan Jan 5 (14)
Estelle Gladstone Jan 5 (14)
Leon Dragushen Jan 6 (15)
Anne Goldstein Jan 6 (15)
Sadie O’Fallon Jan 6 (15)
Anne Shore Jan 6 (15)
Jerry Brown Jan 7 (16)
Fanny Miller Jan 7 (16)
Joe Schachter Jan 7 (16)
Gertrude Bricker Jan 8 (17)
Harry Spector Jan 8 (17)

January 9/10 Tevet 18/19
Minnie Cramer Jan 9 (18)
Tsilav Gutner Jan 9 (18)
S.B. Levin Jan 9 (18)
Essie Flikshteyn Jan 10 (19)
Belema Sokariboa Jan 10 (19)
Harry Buckwold Jan 11 (20)
Sarah Epstein Jan 11 (20)
Sarah Goldenberg Jan 11 (20)
Irvin Nisenholt Jan 11 (20)
Gary Sands Jan 11 (20)
Mordechai Avivi Jan 12 (21)
Margret Cohen Jan 12 (21)
Samuel Meyers Jan 12 (21)
Samuel Wiss Jan 12 (21)
Jacob Laimon Jan 13 (22)
Fanny Landa Jan 13 (22)
Esther Pentol Jan 14 (23)
Morris Claman Jan 15 (24)
Clara Milavsky Jan 15 (24)

January 16/17 Tevet 25/26
Rev. David Avol Jan 16 (25)
Faige Bernbaum Jan 16 (25)
Chaje Taube Goldenberg Jan 16 (25)
Abraham Abelevsky Jan 17 (26)
George Meyer Jan 18 (27)
Irving Schulman Jan 18 (27)
Charlotte Fine Jan 19 (28)
Solomon Katzman Jan 19 (28)
Bessie Trager Jan 19 (28)
Bert Scharfstein Jan 20 (29)
Rhoda Abbey Jan 21 (Shevat 1)
Isadore Singer Jan 21 (1)
Joseph Sugarman Jan 21 (1)
Michael Sklar Jan 22 (2)

January 23/24 Shevat 3/4
Edward Burns Jan 23 (3)
Chaim Reznick Jan 23 (3)
William Shear Jan 23 (3)
Min Fayerman Jan 24 (4)
Reuben Gitlin Jan 24 (4)
Mizal Isaakov Jan 24 (4)
Shimon Tzalkovich Jan 24 (4)
Doris Crone Jan 25 (5)
Chaye Goluboff Jan 25 (5)
David Rahanim Jan 25 (5)
Sonny Ludwig Jan 26 (6)

Walter Zion Jan 27 (7)
Jeffrey Gertler Jan 28 (8)
Rebecca Shore Jan 29 (9)
Benjamin Tadman Jan 29 (9)

January 30/31 Shevat 10/11
Sadie Brand Jan 30 (10)
Girl Neumann Jan 30 (10)
Rabbi Sammy Pereira Jan 30 (10)
Ethel Scharfstein Jan 30 (10)
Joseph Switzer Jan 30 (10)
Charles Feinstein Jan 31 (11)
Chaim Friedman Jan 31 (11)
Sondra Resnick Jan 31 (11)
Jacob Waldman Jan 31 (11)
Clara Adilman Feb 1 (12)
Joseph Bender Feb 1 (12)
Annie Golumbia Feb 1 (12)
Rose Gonick Feb 1 (12)
Lillian Friedman Feb 2 (13)
Pearl Gurstein Feb 2 (13)
Saralee Plachte Feb 2 (13)
Louis Shore Feb 2 (13)
Louis Spector Feb 2 (13)
Yosef (Abe) Avivi Feb 4 (15)
Seco Reznick Feb 4 (15)
David Claman Feb 5 (16)
Nathan Goluboff Feb 5 (16)
Harris Holzberg Feb 5 (16)
Sam Raisen Feb 5 (16)

February 6/7 Shevat 17/18
Susan Cherry Feb 6 (17)
Harry Bondar Feb 7 (18)
Sam Hearn Feb 7 (18)
Lida Isaakov Feb 7 (18)
Gregory Trush Feb 7 (18)
Albert Viner Feb 7 (18)
Gitta Gootnik Feb 8 (19)
Shirley Bernbaum Feb 9 (20)
Isadore Korber Feb 9 (20)
Nathan Siskin Feb 9 (20)
Albert Solsberg Feb 9 (20)
William Adilman Feb 10 (21)
H. Glick Feb 10 (21)
Hyman Tabachnicoff Feb 10 (21)
Morris Burtnick Feb 11 (22)
Meyer Gurstein Feb 11 (22)
Ethel Katzman Feb 11 (22)

February 13/14 Shevat 24/25
Harry Thomas Aaron Feb 13 (24)
Joseph Dunn Feb 13 (24)
Joseph Gonick Feb 13 (24)
Abraham Guttmann Feb 13 (24)
Sarah Laimon Feb 13 (24)
Baruch Levington Feb 13 (24)
Freda Katz Feb 14 (25)
Jack Miller Feb 14 (25)
Vera Rabinovitch Feb 14 (25)
Male Tzalkovich Feb 14 (25)
Esther Freidin Feb 15 (26)
Sol Freidin Feb 15 (26)
Jessie Kay Feb 15 (26)
Bertha Kuenstler Feb 15 (26)
Libby Lee Feb 15 (26)
Percy Shore Feb 15 (26)
Len Wolf Feb 15 (26)
Perl Kleyman Feb 16 (27)
Sam Rabinovitch Feb 16 (27)
Abraham Trager Feb 16 (27)
Fanny Sugarman Feb 17 (28)
Matthew Gonick Feb 18 (29)
Jack Schwartz Feb 18 (29)

Morris Danenhirsch Feb 19 (30)
Benjamin Faibish Feb 19 (30)
Harriette Kaplan Feb 19 (30)
Herman Mahlerman Feb 19 (30)
Fanny Nisenholt Feb 19 (30)

February 20/21 Adar 1/2
Sarah Altman Feb 20 (1)
Bill Katz Feb 20 (1)
Gertie Chochinov Feb 21 (2)
Elain Friedman Feb 21 (2)
Lily Salz Feb 21 (2)
Millie Diamond  Feb 22 (3)
Ronald Trute Feb 22 (3)
Esther Bernbaum Feb 23 (4)
Hazel Buckwold Feb 23 (4)
Gitman Chertkow Feb 23 (4)
Marcia Sarlin Feb 23 (4)
Rose Selchen Feb 23 (4)
Boy Bressler Feb 25 (6)
Charna Gersher Feb 25 (6)
Wolf Meth Feb 25 (6)
Shirley Scitz Feb 25 (6)
Frances Melamede Feb 26 (7)
Raisa Mondrus Feb 26 (7)
Rose Wolfe Feb 26 (7)

February 27/28 Adar 8/9
Annie Altschul Feb 27 (8)
Albert Krolik Feb 27 (8)
Fira Rotenberg Feb 27 (8)
Dana Feb 27 (8)
Sadie Chertkow Feb 28 (9)
Itta Golumbia Mar 1 (10)
Motas Kleyman Mar 1 (10)
Fred Shnay Mar 1 (10)
Gussie Sklar Mar 1 (10)
Burt Moses Mar 2 (11)
Maurice Mitchell Mar 2 (11)
Sydney Abbey Mar 3 (12)
Ann Raisen Mar 3 (12)
Clara Gertler Mar 5 (14)
Harry Helfgott Mar 5 (14)
Samuel Kaplan Mar 5 (14)
Leah Meth Mar 5 (14)
Harry Sarlin Mar 5 (14)

March 6/7 Adar 15/16
Jacob Golumbia Mar 6 (15)
Anne Gitlin Mar 7 (16)
Yetty Goodman Mar 7 (16)
A.J. Weiner Mar 7 (16)
Lillian Levitt Mar 9 (18)
Lorraine Sklar Mar 9 (18)
Keren-Or Wilczek Mar 9 (18)
John B. Goodman Mar 10 (19)
William Guttmann Mar 10 (19)
Tiby L.E. Mathews Mar 10 (19)
Vera Schlucker Mar 10 (19)
Baby Segal Mar 10 (19)
Rosie Sellinger Mar 10 (19)
Ed Vickar Mar 10 (19)
Esther Freeman Mar 11 (20)
Reva Hock Mar 11 (20)
Anni Leffman Mar 11 (20)
Malka Schmuck’vich Mar 11 (20)
Harry Steiger Mar 11 (20)
Gertrude Chertkow Mar 12 (21)
Morris Gurstein Mar 12 (21)
Mendel Pepper Mar 12 (21)
Jacob Rabkin Mar 12 (21)
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Morris Danenhirsch Feb 19 (30)
Benjamin Faibish Feb 19 (30)
Harriette Kaplan Feb 19 (30)
Herman Mahlerman Feb 19 (30)
Fanny Nisenholt Feb 19 (30)

February 20/21 Adar 1/2
Sarah Altman Feb 20 (1)
Bill Katz Feb 20 (1)
Gertie Chochinov Feb 21 (2)
Elain Friedman Feb 21 (2)
Lily Salz Feb 21 (2)
Millie Diamond  Feb 22 (3)
Ronald Trute Feb 22 (3)
Esther Bernbaum Feb 23 (4)
Hazel Buckwold Feb 23 (4)
Gitman Chertkow Feb 23 (4)
Marcia Sarlin Feb 23 (4)
Rose Selchen Feb 23 (4)
Boy Bressler Feb 25 (6)
Charna Gersher Feb 25 (6)
Wolf Meth Feb 25 (6)
Shirley Scitz Feb 25 (6)
Frances Melamede Feb 26 (7)
Raisa Mondrus Feb 26 (7)
Rose Wolfe Feb 26 (7)

February 27/28 Adar 8/9
Annie Altschul Feb 27 (8)
Albert Krolik Feb 27 (8)
Fira Rotenberg Feb 27 (8)
Dana Feb 27 (8)
Sadie Chertkow Feb 28 (9)
Itta Golumbia Mar 1 (10)
Motas Kleyman Mar 1 (10)
Fred Shnay Mar 1 (10)
Gussie Sklar Mar 1 (10)
Burt Moses Mar 2 (11)
Maurice Mitchell Mar 2 (11)
Sydney Abbey Mar 3 (12)
Ann Raisen Mar 3 (12)
Clara Gertler Mar 5 (14)
Harry Helfgott Mar 5 (14)
Samuel Kaplan Mar 5 (14)
Leah Meth Mar 5 (14)
Harry Sarlin Mar 5 (14)

March 6/7 Adar 15/16
Jacob Golumbia Mar 6 (15)
Anne Gitlin Mar 7 (16)
Yetty Goodman Mar 7 (16)
A.J. Weiner Mar 7 (16)
Lillian Levitt Mar 9 (18)
Lorraine Sklar Mar 9 (18)
Keren-Or Wilczek Mar 9 (18)
John B. Goodman Mar 10 (19)
William Guttmann Mar 10 (19)
Tiby L.E. Mathews Mar 10 (19)
Vera Schlucker Mar 10 (19)
Baby Segal Mar 10 (19)
Rosie Sellinger Mar 10 (19)
Ed Vickar Mar 10 (19)
Esther Freeman Mar 11 (20)
Reva Hock Mar 11 (20)
Anni Leffman Mar 11 (20)
Malka Schmuck’vich Mar 11 (20)
Harry Steiger Mar 11 (20)
Gertrude Chertkow Mar 12 (21)
Morris Gurstein Mar 12 (21)
Mendel Pepper Mar 12 (21)
Jacob Rabkin Mar 12 (21)
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1 Shevat 12 2 Shevat 13 3 Shevat 14 4 Shevat 15 5 Shevat 16 6 Shevat 17 7 Shevat 18

8 Shevat 19 9 Shevat 20 10 Shevat 21 11 Shevat 22 12 Shevat 23 13 Shevat 24 14 Shevat 25 

15 Shevat 26 16 Shevat 27 17 Shevat 28 18 Shevat 29 19 Shevat 30 20 Adar 1 21 Adar 2 

22 Adar 3 23 Adar 4 24 Adar 7 25 Adar 6 26 Adar 7 27 Adar 8 28 Adar 9 
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18 Tevet 27 19 Tevet 28 20 Tevet 29 21 Shevat 1 22 Shevat 2 23 Shevat 3 24 Shevat 4 

25 Shevat 5 26 Shevat 6 27 Shevat 7 28 Shevat 8 29 Shevat 9 30 Shevat 10 31 Shevat 11
 

SHABBAT VAYEHI

*

SHABBAT SHEMOT

*Heather Fenyes

SHABBAT VA’ERA
HA KADESH

*Matthew Ditlove

SHABBAT BO

*Harold Shiffman

SHABBAT SHIRA

*Michael Scharfstein

SHABBAT KI TISSA

*Perry Jacobson

SHABBAT PARAH

* Steven Simpson

SHABBAT VAYKIRO

* Lesley-Anne Crone

SHABBAT TSAV
HAGADOL

* Jan Gitlin

Shabbat Family Dinner
 and Service: 6 pm

*Marsha Scharfstein

Shabbat at Home Service: 7:00pm 
at the Shlichim’s home

*

Shabbat Service led by Hillel 
6:00 pm. A potluck dinner will 

follow.

*Lisa Shiffman

Shabbat at Home Service 7:00 pm 
at the home of Linda and Arnie 

Shaw

Israeli Dance 7:00pm

Israeli Dance 7:00pm

Israeli Dance 7:00pm
``With the Star of 

David Through the 
Theresienstadt Hell̀ ` 

Book Launch at McNally 
Robinson. 7 p.m.

Israeli Dance 7:00pm

Israeli Dance 7:00pm

 

*

*

*

 

*

Lunch & Learn
12-1:30 pm

Introduction to Judaism
7:30-9:00 pm

Lunch & Learn
12-1:30 pm

Introduction to Judaism
7:30-9:00 pm

Lunch & Learn
12-1:30 pm

Introduction to Judaism
7:30-9:00 pm

Hadassh Meeting
11 am at the home of

Linda Shaw

Lunch & Learn
12-1:30 pm

Sisterhood Meeting
7:00 pm

Hebrew Class for Adult
6:30

Lunch & Learn
12-1:30 pm

Cooking Class
Israeli Breakfast

10:00 am

Judaism in the 
21st Century
7:00-8:30 pm

Judaism in the 
21st Century
7:00-8:30 pm

Breakfast Club
10:00 am

Sunday Funday
1:00-3:00 pm

Social Justice Workshop
10:30-12:30

Lunch & Learn
12-1:30 pm

Introduction to Judaism
7:30-9:00 pm

Lunch & Learn
12-1:30 pm

Israeli Dance 7:00pm

B,nai Brith Meeting
7:30 pm Board Room

Israeli Dance 7:00pm

B,nai Brith Meeting
7:30 pm Board Room

Shlichim Discussion 
Series

6:30 pm

Shlichim Discussion 
Series

6:30 pm

Library Renewal 
Meeting

CAI Library
7:00 pm

OFFICE CLOSED

Breakfast Club
10:00 am

Hebrew School
Tu B,Shevat Seder

Board of Trustees 
Meeting
7:00 pm

Board of Trustees 
Meeting
7:00 pm


