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Our New Shlichim

Daniella Fields and Yuval
Elmaliach
Shalom everyone!
As we write to you just a couple of weeks before our arrival,
we are finishing up our studies, thinking about what to pack,
saying our goodbyes, looking up Saskatoon on the net and
trying to find as much beach time as we can.
We talk nonstop to our friends and family about our coming shlichut and we get all excited when we tell people where we are going and they smile
and say: “Oh in Saskatchewan Canada!” but we also understand and are not surprised when
people ask: “Where is that?”

Welcome
Guest Cantor
Fabian Ariel
Singermann
for the High
Holidays

Bio on page 11

Shana Tova - 5774
The entire Jewish
Community is invited
following the Neilah Service
on Yom Kippur.

continued on page 17

Please join us for the 7th Annual

BREAKING
THE FAST BLAST

Gerry Rose B’nai Brith Volunteer
Award Dinner Honours Janet Erickson

Saturday, September 14
8:30 pm

by Gladys Rose

a past Award recipient), Chazan Neil, the
Shlichim, and Rabbi
Claudio, whom I first
met yesterday, and
was very glad tonight
to meet his beautiful
wife, Rosie. And of
course, greetings to
the rest of you – my
friends. I am very
excited by the 100th
anniversary of B’nai
Brith, and the display
of the Charter documents. Martin Rose, Gerry’s uncle, was one
of the Charter Founders.
This is, unbelievably, the 14th of these B’nai
Brith Volunteer Award Dinners. Each year,
save one, at least one member of my family
has been here in Saskatoon with me. This
year I know you will welcome my daughter,
Naomi, from Toronto. She has been at these
dinners before, sometimes with her husband,
Stan, but this time by herself.
It does feel good to be here. But since my
last visit, a couple more old friends, members
of Congregation Agudas Israel, have passed

(306) 343-7023 Fax: (306) 343-1244
President: Marsha Scharfstein

RSVP to Myla at 343-7023 or
jewishcommunity@sasktel.net

$20 for adults
$10 children 6-12
Free for children under 6.
The Dinner is subsidized by
Saskatoon B’nai Brith

UJA Campaign
Event
A Righteous
Muslim Among
the Nations

It feels so good to be here, although a bit
strange that the format is different. If this
were Passover, I might ask “Ma Nishtanah
with
Halilah Hazeh?” but not only is this not
Pesach, it is not even a Friday evening ShabSara Pechanec
bat dinner. They do say that a change is as
Wednesday, November 6 at 7:30pm
good as a rest, so switching to a Sunday in
JCC - Congregation Agudas Israel
June may prove to be a good idea. Although,
I will miss the service that always preceded
Join us for fascinating evening with
earlier award dinners, and the participation of
Sara
Pechanec and hear the amazing
the Hebrew School children.
story of her family rescuing Jews in the
I know I have already begun, but I must
Holocaust, only to be saved themselves
start again and greet B’nai Brith President
during the Bosnian Serbian war.
David Katzman (a past recipient of the
Bio on page 14
continued on page 17
Award), President Marsha Scharfstein (also
This page is sponsored by Naomi Rose and Stan Sinai of Toronto.

Deadline for the next Bulletin is October 10, 2013

Folkfest
Success
by David Katzman, Pavilion Manager
CAI provides a pavilion, every other year, to
FolkFest so that the citizens of Saskatoon and
area may learn more about Judaism and our small
congregation. As so many of our members of our
congregation have so eloquently expressed in the
past, being Jewish is different things to different
people and so at FolkFest we highlighted our
faith, our culture, our attachment to Israel, and
our food. Our offerings in each area were, in my
slightly biased opinion, outstanding! Frequently, I
heard comments from the 2 659 visitors about the
wonderful food (and great prices), the fabulous
entertainment, and the very friendly people in
our educational rooms and behind the booths.
It would appear that we fulfilled the primary
objective provided by our Board.
We had many dozens of volunteers, very
capably organized by some wonderful leaders.
Each and every volunteer was essential to the
success of the event and I hope you know how
much you were appreciated. The dedication and
creativity of JoAnn Jaffe as our kitchen leader,
so capably and enthusiastically supported by her
husband, Michael Gertler deserves first mention.
Ambassadors/MCs	Simonne Horwitz, Harold
Shiffman
Youth Ambassadors	Mayah Holtslander,
Jardena Gertler-Jaffe
Audio-Visual Room Seth Schecter
Beverages	Mike and Grant
Scharfstein
Entertainment
David Kaplan
Gift Shop	Marsha Scharfstein and
Wendy Ditlove
Hebrew Names
June Avivi
Israel Room
Tamar and Ari
Judaism Room
Rabbi Claudio
Kitchen
JoAnn Jaffe
Passports/Stamping Leona Wasserman
Set-up/Breakdown	Grant and Mike
Scharfstein
Security
Ralph Katzman
A special tip of the kippah to Myla Deptuch,
Synagogue Administrator for all of her assistance
and 7 hours at the cash drawer Thursday night.
I would like to thank the Board for giving me
the privilege of organizing the past two FolkFests
(ably co-chaired by Patricia Pavey in 2011).
Ideally, one or two people would step forward
now to indicate interest in organizing FolkFest
2015. I look forward to that phone call.
This page is sponsored by Dr. Syd z'l & Miriam Gelmon of Vancouver
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Editorial
by Steven Goluboff
We have been blessed
with several weeks of
wonderful warm weather in a summer that was
a long time coming. The
High Holidays are here
much earlier than usual based on our Jewish calendar, and we now reflect on the past
year and plan for the new one. The beauty
and poignancy of Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur, regardless of our religious intensity,
is that it provides us an opportunity to reflect
on the past and think of the future. We all
may examine the highlights of our past year.
We have witnessed triumphs, defeats, new
births and deaths. Many of us have travelled
to interesting places around the world and look
forward to more wonderful holidays. As our
President describes her visit to her own roots
in Scotland, I also visited my roots in Scotland.
However, that was not family roots but rather
the origins of the game I love – golf. I travelled
with 20 other lovers of the game and played
the courses that are legend in that sport, St.
Andrews, Troon, Turnbury, Carnoustie and
witnessed the magicians of the game at the
Open in Muirfield. We were blessed with the
most un-Scottish weather in decades, warmth
and sun for our entire trip. However, my
experience in Scotland was marred by the
tragic death of my longest and best friend,
Ian Buckwold. We grew up together in Saskatoon; our fathers were pediatric colleagues
and mothers good friends. I was a witness to
his love and dedication for his entire family
and his commitment to community service.
In spite of not being particularly religious, he
exemplified all that was Jewish. His deeds of
goodness spoke a louder word than any formal
prayer. Ian was wise, kind and humorous. He
was a supporter of our congregation, a devoted
worker for B’nai Brith Silver Plate Dinner and
for years helped make the silent auction the
success it always was. Ian loved Israel and was
always supportive of our UIA campaign. He
and Mary-Ellen bared their souls and stepped
into a leading role by becoming the Honourary
Chairs of the Future in Mind Campaign, which
ensured the building of the much needed
mental health facility in Saskatoon, The Les
and Irene Dube Centre. As we approached the
age of senior citizens, we shared in the joys
of becoming grandparents and revelled in
that experience. He will be deeply missed
by his family and all of his admiring friends.
As we think about the next year in our lives
and in our community, Ian can be an inspiration to all of us. We bid a fond farewell to
Cantor Neil Schwartz who has returned to
the USA and now welcome a new Cantor for
the Haggim, Fabian Ariel Singermann. With
the spiritual and cantorial leadership of Rabbi

FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY
The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel

Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home committed
to deepening the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in the
historical traditions of the Jewish people. We are a progressive, democratic and sensitive congregation responding to the widest spectrum of Jewish thought and practice.
Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

MAZEL TOV AND CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Elaine and Sherwood Sharfe, on the engagement and pending marriage on
November 5th, 2013, of their oldest Israeli grandson, Dovid Yehuda.
Jose Andres, Stephanie Meyer on the birth of a son, Xavier Archie AndresMeyer, a brother to Ximena, on July 8th, 2013.
Mayah Holtslander, daughter of Franci and Gord, for winning the Reginald
J. G. Bateman Memorial Scholarship in English for 2012-2013 from the U.
of S. for having the highest standing in 3rd and 4th year of study. Professor
Bateman was the first Professor of English at the U. of S. Mayah has also been awarded
a President’s Research Scholarship and Teaching Assistantship form the University of
Victoria.
Grace Goluboff and family on the birth of a great grandson, nephew
and cousin, Ari Reeve, son of Dan and Vanessa Goluboff of Vancouver
on July 10th, 2013.
Matthew Feldman, who has been accepted to into University College
Dublin’s Graduate Entry Medicine Program.
Pauline Laimon and Sherry and Cam King on the
birth of a great grandson and grandson, Natalie Elizabeth Nesta King, a
daughter to Benjamin King and Denise Custer on July 25th, 2013.
CONDOLENCES TO:
Mary Ellen Buckwold, daughters Jessica and Laura, and all the
family, on the death of Ian Buckwold on July 14, 2013.
UNVEILINGS:
Drs. Louis Horlick and Elizabeth Brewster on Sunday, September 8th, 11 am at the
Jewish Community Cemetery.
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:
Dave Abbey and Cara Ruttle-Abbey
Dave Abbey and Cara Ruttle-Abbey moved to Saskatoon (from
Regina) to be closer to their child and most of their grandchildren. They have chosen to join Congregation Agudas Israel as it
is a ‘progressive’ schul. Dave and Cara were active in what was
Regina’s Reform Temple Beth Tikvah in the 1990’s up to 2002
when they relocated to Ottawa. From 2003 through 2010 they
were very active members of Temple Israel – the reform Schul in Ottawa. Their interests
were social justice and outreach. Cara was instrumental in construction of a quilt to mark
that synagogue’s 40th anniversary in 2006. Dave is a retired provincial public servant who in
his ‘retirement’ years has operated an income tax business (since 2004) and drives a school
bus (since 2011).
Claudio and Cantor Singermann, these should
be memorable Haggim. The fall brings us our
important fundraising campaigns, Hadassah’s
Youth Aliyah and the United Israel Appeal.
And of course, our B’nai Brith is gearing up
for the 59th Silver Plate Dinner. All require

your support. Finally, we welcome our new
Shlichim Daniella Fields and Yuval Elmaliach.
Although it was hard to say shalom to Ari and
Tamar, I suspect we will hear from them in the
future Bulletin columns. Shanah Tova to all.
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Person to Person

by Marsha Scharfstein, President, CAI

“I believe that one of the most important things to learn in life is that you can make a difference in your
community no matter who you are or where you live.”				
- Rosalynn Carter
Summer is over and it is time to start
thinking about the new year. Many of us had
opportunities to travel, or relax at the lake, or
garden over the summer. In my case, Grant
and I travelled to Scotland for five weeks of
discovering the country my father’s ancestors came from. As soon as I stepped off the
plane I had a strange feeling of familiarity,
of home. Strange because I haven’t been to
Scotland since 1977, and strange because my
ancestors left in 1803! It was the same feeling
as I have in our building.a sense of home, of
family, of belonging.
In all families, the only constant is change.
As children grow, jobs change, houses change,
we must constantly adapt to and embrace the
changes in order to be successful. The same
is true of our CAI family. We are constantly
changing and adapting to those changes in

order to remain relevant, meaningful.and
successful.
This past year was full of “new starts”, my
first year as President, our new Rabbi, our new
shlichim, many new beginnings. Sometimes
we tried to do too much, sometimes it seemed
that we were too cautious, but always, I think,
we were moving forward. Well, the first year
is behind us and we are all not only ready, but
anxious to step up the pace.
There are already several new projects
poised for implementation, as well as many
familiar ones. The Hebrew School will be
starting a Preschool this fall. This means that
six or seven more young children will be
learning, playing and singing in our building.
It is an exciting opportunity to get kids involved. The Rabbi’s Adult Education program
will be starting up again after the summer

break. For those interested, it is a unique
opportunity to learn
together. We do not
yet know what ideas
our new shlichim, Daniella and Yuval, will
bring, but we do know that whatever it is, it
will be filled with energy and fun. Sisterhood
has been re-energized by our new President,
Lisa Shiffman. She has great ideas to make
Sisterhood fun and still accomplish what is
needed. UIA will be bringing an interesting
speaker in November to educate, and possibly
challenge, us. Whatever our areas of interest,
there is something here for us to connect to,
something familiar, or something new, the
choice is ours.

Divrei Harav – Rabbi Claudio’s Message
The Blessing for Rosh Hashanah

by Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky
In Rosh Hashanah it is customary
to begin the festive
meal with the eating of the apple and
honey, well-known symbols of our New
Year celebration. Before we eat them, we use
to say the following blessing:
Yehi Ratzon Milefanecha, Adon-ai Eloheinu, ve Elo-hei Avoteinu, Shetechadesh
Alenu Shana Tova Umetukah – “May it be
the will before You, Lord our God and God
of our Ancestors, that you renew for us a
good and sweet year”.
Although we use to say and repeat this
blessing every year, I am not sure how many
times we have stopped to think about its
words and deep meaning, which are so important for Rosh Hashanah. I would like to
invite you to spend a few minutes exploring
with me the content of this blessing which
is known today as the “Blessing for Rosh
Hashanah”.
The first words of the blessing are Yehi
Ratzon – “May it be the will”. And the first
question we have to ask here is which “will”
is the one that we really need in order to have
a good year. Is it God’s will or ours? Pay attention that it doesn’t say “May it be YOUR
will” but “THE will”. So, is the blessing
speaking about God or about us?
On one side we know that the world needs

God’s will in order to exist; therefore it is
essential for having a good year. But at the
same time human beings have free will and
we can choose between good and evil. Consequently, we cannot expect a good year if
we don’t choose the correct way. We need
both “wills”, God’s and ours. In order to
have a good year we need to ask God for it
but also to work, trying to be a better person,
studying and following the wisdom of our
Torah.
The second word of the blessing is Milefanecha – “Before you”. We are challenged
now to answer the following question: Do we
have to go “behind” God or “before God”?
Probably we would say that we have to go
behind: We need to follow what is written in
the Torah, fulfilling the commandments, being obedient to the Torah and Jewish Law.
However in the Book of Genesis God said to
Abraham “Walk before me and be perfect”.
We learn that the best way is walking “before” and not “behind”. The Jewish philosopher Martin Buber said that this verse is the
most challenging in the Hebrew Bible, because when we go “behind” God we see his
back and not the whole picture, which can
lead us to have a wrong conception of God.
Believing that we are demanded only
to go “behind” God and following blindly
every word of our religious texts is a wrong
conception of Judaism. This is how a fun-

damentalist understands religion: He thinks
he is following God’s will, but what he sees
is only the “back”, only one side. Walking
before is more difficult and risky, because
you have to choose by your own and using
your own judgment. You can fall and fail, of
course, but we know that life is more similar
to this than to a perfect and straight path with
no obstacles. Abraham knew this and was
able to walk “before God”, and because of
that he became an example of an authentic
faith.
The third part of the blessing of Rosh
Hashanah says Adon-ai Elo-heinu – “Lord
our God and God of our Ancestors”. Pay attention that we don’t pray calling God “Lord
my God” – we pray in plural, like in the
Avinu Malkeinu – “Our Father, Our King”.
The meaning of this is that we are a group, a
People, we are not alone and we have a social mutual responsibility. If someone is suffering or has difficulties we have to feel that
suffering as our own, and try to help him/
her as soon as we can. Also, trying to help
to make them feel more comfortable at the
synagogue, inviting to Shabbat dinners and
to share friendship.
Let’s continue with the blessing: Elo-hei
Avoteinu – “God of our ancestors”. Here we
learn that we have a shared responsibility

This page is sponsored by Dr. Alan Rosenberg & Dr. Lesley-Ann Crone and family
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continued on page 16

Eulogy - Ian Buckwold

October 30, 1948 - July 14, 2013

by Jessica Buckwold
Thank
you for being here to
honour my
Dad, Ian
Buckwold,
a beloved
father, husband, grandfather, brother, uncle, cousin and friend to
many.
I speak this morning on behalf of my entire
family.
Our Dad was born on October 30, 1948 to
Alvin and Ruth Buckwold. He was raised
in Saskatoon with sisters Marney and Patsy,
brother Bruce and a close family of grandparents, cousins, aunts and uncles. Our Dad’s
grandparents regarded anyone within 12
degrees of separation as a relative, and the
family has grown through the years under that
principle. Our Dad was Uncle Ian, not just to
his immediate nieces and nephews but also
to the children of his first, second, third and
fourth cousins, his in-laws and others.
Our Mom and Dad met on a ski trip to
Kimberly. One of our Dad’s favorites stories
of their six-month courtship was their request
to the priest for dispensation to marry. Our
Mom was raised Catholic. The priest told
them that while our Dad’s family was highly
respected and he was a fine man, he would not
give them dispensation and that they would
forever live in fornication. Our Dad’s comment on that, repeated often over the nearly
35 years of marriage was: Not often enough.
Our Dad quickly became very close to the
Nieman family and always considered them
part of his own.
Our Mom and Dad pretty much eloped.
They called their parents just hours before the
wedding. The wedding was held in the house
Bruce and Ian shared on University Drive. It
was officiated by Judge King and witnessed
only by Bruce and Tamara. The wedding
banquet was Kentucky Fried Chicken, topped
off with a lovely cake dropped off at the last
minute by Auntie Miriam. Bruce was the
wedding photographer as well as the best
man. Not a single picture turned out. After
their glamorous wedding, Mom and Dad left
for Banff where Bruce, with uncharacteristic
extravagance, had booked them the honeymoon suite at the Banff Springs Hotel. Unfortunately, our Dad’s orange BMW broke down
en route and they spent their wedding night
at a very luxurious MO-tel…. in Drumheller.
Our Mom and Dad didn’t wait long to start
a family. I was born in 1979, 14 months after

their wedding, Alvin in 1982 and Laura in
1984. Through our parents’ influence and
example, we have had the gift of an extremely
close and loving relationship.
Laura married Justin Holmes in Phoenix
in March of this year and our Dad loved the
whole extravaganza of family and friends. He
enthusiastically prepared welcome baskets for
the guests and was one of the gracious hosts
of the three-day party. We will all fondly remember him wearing his very flashy, vintage
green jacket at the party the night before the
wedding.
Our Dad considered Justin and my husband
Kacper not only son-in-laws, but sons. He was
especially proud of their accomplishments and
always interested in their hobbies. He loved
having two tall guys around to help him with
his endless tasks and projects.
My Dad was a devoted Grandpa to my
children, Marcus and Ruth. They were #1
one in his world and he spoiled them outrageously. When Kacper and I tried to rein
in Grandma and Grandpa’s gift giving last
Christmas, Grandpa’s response was to buy
gifts for Hanukah, Christmas and Ukrainian
Christmas. Grandpa spent countless hours
taking Marcus fishing, boating, on the razor,
to the train museum and letting Ruthie honk
the horn on the boat and jump on the blowup bed. I will be comforted by the memories
and photos we have of Grandpa and the kids
having fun together.
Ian was well known for his sense of humor
but he did have a serious side. One dimension
of that was his career in law, from which he
recently retired. His first job as a lawyer was
with Legal Aid in northern Saskatchewan. He
then moved into private practice in Saskatoon,
first with the Goldenberg law firm, then as a
partner at Gauley & Company (now McDougall Gauley) and finally with the Concorde
Group of Companies, where he worked for
more than twenty years. He enjoyed the affection and respect of those he worked with,
many of whom I know are here today. Our
Dad was also very serious about his volunteer
community work, which I’ll say more about
in a few moments.
But first… we would like to reminisce
about some of our Dad’s teasing and practical
jokes…some of which were very inappropriate. He teased and tormented, taught everyone inappropriate songs, (including our son
Marcus – who is 4), and told off-colour jokes
(some of you may remember Yablonski).
Marcus knew all the words to “Ooey Gooey
Gopher Guts”, a camp song our Dad learned
many years ago before he turned three.

Only three weeks ago at the lake, Dad and
Marcus entertained themselves at great length
with a whoopee cushion. Flatulence was
a favourite theme. My Uncle Bruce’s first
memory is of Ian tapping his shoulder and
calling his name to wake him up. Booce…
When Booce opened his eyes Ian bent over,
exposed his bare bottom and released a resounding fart. Ian was a preschooler at the
time. On the other hand, Ian was the one who
jumped into the pool on a family visit to the
hot springs to save little Booce, who couldn’t
quite make it to the edge on his own.
Our Dad loved to play practical jokes. One
year on April 1st, Dad called both Laura and
me and told us that he was going to sell the
cabin. He had a whole schitck about how he
and mom didn’t go much anymore, how they
would like to do some traveling, and how it
was worth a lot of money now. He said he was
going to list the cabin and give us each a chunk
of money. I said, OK, it’s your property and
if you want to sell it you can. My sister, the
sweetest and kindest member of our family,
choked back sobs but said, I love it, but if you
want to sell it you can. When we learned it was
an April fools joke…Laura was relieved and
he teased me ruthlessly that I was so quick to
let something go.
Another year, while that were at their
house in Phoenix, Dad convinced our dear
and recently departed Uncle Dick that he
had won the power-ball lottery. Dick didn’t
realize the truth until he was on the way to
the celebratory breakfast. That same year,
he called me on the pretense of “checking to
see” if Laura had called me yet. When I said
no and forced him to tell me what was going
on…he “revealed” that unmarried Laura was
pregnant and he was not sure why she hadn’t
told me. I frantically dialed Laura’s number
and began checking facebook…horrified that
Laura might post it to the world before telling
me personally. Indeed, it was just another one
of his jokes. I am not sure how my sister and
I (and so many others) remained so gullible
for so many years.
Dad was notoriously “frugal” – a quality
that emerged young and never dissipated.
When Ian, Bruce and Rich were in their early
20s they took a trip to Hawaii. Initially, they
splurged on a classy suite at the not so classy
Edgewater Hotel…. at a rate of 8 dollars a
night. But that was too extravagant for Ian,
he got them moved into a slightly less classy
room in the hotel … at a rate of six dollars a
night. As it turned out, the clientele was not
top drawer. Bruce answered a knock on the

This page is sponsored by the Saskatchewan Jewish Council
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Jewish Advocacy in Action: Looking Back at 2012-13

by Steve McDonald, Assistant Director of Communications - CIJA
During the
High Holidays we
are called upon to
reflect on the past
year, consider our
choices and actions,
and – in the spirit
of improvement –
rededicate ourselves
to a higher purpose.
This Rosh Hashanah, it is worth reflecting
on the developments and milestones that
marked Jewish community activism over
the past year. As the advocacy arm of
Canada’s Jewish Federations (and many
non-Federated communities, including
those in Saskatchewan), the Centre for
Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA) works to
advance public policies and build support
for our community. This includes strategic
outreach to key contacts in government,
media, universities, and inter-faith and ethnic
communities.
When it comes to building relationships
with our non-Jewish neighbours, reaching out
often means speaking up – especially when
the cause is urgent and important. Such an
issue made national headlines in June when
the Quebec Soccer Federation announced that
Sikh players would no longer be allowed to
wear religious headgear during gameplay.
The idea that children would be disqualified
from a sport simply for wearing a turban
called for action, in keeping with the Jewish
community’s history of standing up for
the religious freedoms of all minorities. In
response, CIJA wrote to FIFA (which oversees
international soccer regulations) asking that it
issue a statement confirming the acceptability
of religious headgear on the soccer pitch. We

were pleased that FIFA quickly did so and the
Quebec Soccer Federation in turn cancelled
its ban, citing FIFA’s ruling as the reason for
its decision.
Just as we must be vigilant in preserving
the freedoms of all Canadians, we must do
our part to strengthen the national freedom
of the Jewish people as embodied in the
State of Israel. Among other activities, CIJA’s
fact-finding missions to Israel have enabled
leaders in key sectors to understand firsthand
the challenges facing the Jewish state and the
mutual benefits in increased Canada-Israel
ties.
It was during a CIJA mission this July that
the Association of Universities and Colleges
of Canada (the AUCC, which represents 97
Canadian institutions – including 6 across
Saskatchewan) signed an agreement with
its Israeli counterpart. This ground-breaking
partnership will effectively pave the way for
greater Canada-Israel academic and research
cooperation (including more student and
faculty exchanges, as well as joint research
projects). As AUCC Vice-President Christine
Tausig Ford noted: “While we’ve all heard
about Israel as the “start-up nation”, this has
been an eye-opening experience. …AUCC
presidents are making real and long-lasting
connections on research and education. We
have so much in common, and lots to build
on.” It is noteworthy that this mission included
Dr. Ilene Busch-Vishniac, President of the
University of Saskatchewan.
As well as forging relationships in new
fields (including universities and beyond),
CIJA’s missions and policy briefings are
pivotal in building support for Israel among
all parties in Parliament. This ongoing
work proves crucial during Israel’s most

we design and print...
Brochures
Newsletters
Flyers
Posters
Presentation Folders
Laser Cheques
Stationery
Annual reports
Business Forms
Carbonless Forms

Textbooks
Family History Books
... to your specifications and satisfaction

Tel. 306.955.3373 • Fax. 306.955.5739
217 Jessop Avenue • Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7N 1Y3
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Saskatoon Sk Canada S7K 7E6

Michael R. Scharfstein, B.Comm., J.D.
mscharfstein@SHTB-law.com
Ph: 306.244.0132 Fax: 306.653.1118
www.SHTB-law.com
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difficult moments, as when Israel was forced
to launch Operation Pillar of Defense in
November 2012. For eight anxious days,
Jewish Canadians watched hundreds of
missiles rain down on Israel from Gaza. As
far north as Tel Aviv, our Israeli friends and
family watched in awe as Israel’s anti-missile
Iron Dome system worked around-the-clock
to protect their lives. That Canada ardently
supported Israel’s right to defend itself and
blamed the escalation on Hamas – a position
that saw cross-party support in Parliament –
made us proud as Canadians.
2012-13 also saw important breakthroughs
in our efforts to counter what remains
among CIJA’s top concerns: Iran’s illegal
nuclear program. Last fall, Canada was
applauded around the world for removing our
Embassy from Tehran and expelling Iranian
diplomats from Ottawa. “This practical
step must set an example of international
morality and responsibility to the international
community,” declared Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu.
This bold move was followed in December
by the listing of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guards Corps’ (IRGC) Qods Force under
Canada’s anti-terror legislation. The IRGC’s
role in global terrorism has been a serious
concern to Jewish communities around the
world; CIJA and other Jewish communal
groups have for years called for the IRGC to
be outlawed in Canada. Indeed, the organized
Canadian Jewish community can be proud of
our collective success in increasing pressure
from Ottawa on the Iranian regime – and
our country’s growing reputation as Israel’s
strongest and most reliable ally.
Space does not permit a total review of
the wide range of issues we took on as a
community in 2012-13 (if you would like to
obtain our Annual Report on Jewish Advocacy
Trends, including this year’s Advocacy
Objectives, please email us at info@cija.
ca). That said, the above milestones remain
poignant – and challenge us to do even more
as a community in 5774. I encourage you to
get involved in the Saskatoon Local Partner
Council, a body that works in concert with
CIJA on local advocacy issues, by contacting
Heather Fenyes at fenyes@sasktel.net.
Steve McDonald is Associate Director of
Communications for the Centre for Israel and
Jewish Affairs (CIJA)

The Moral and Spiritual Values of Judaism
Ahbut and Ayin ha Ra

by the late Rabbi Roger Pavey
In the year 2000,
Rabbi Roger V.
Pavey completed a
manuscript intended
for publication. It
was never published,
but The Moral and Spiritual Values of Judaism was intended for students of Judaism and
general readers interested in Judaism. Roger
was looking at Judaism “from a new perspective and the application of Jewish concepts to
modern issues.”
Ahdut
This is yet another value that derives from
the Hebrew root AH, which I have chosen to
translate into English as “brother/sister/fellow
creature/kin”.
Ahdut means unity, pointing first to the
fundamental unity of all humankind as family; and, second, to the unity specifically of
the Jewish family.
Psalm 133:1 reads, “See how good and
pleasant it is when family members dwell
together united.” I repeat my comments
above in discussion of Ahavat Yisrael that
unity in no way means uniformity. It connotes
a basic feeling of belongingness in a family
unit that transcends the individual differences
that may set family members apart from each
other. There is a well-known Midrash that
compares God as creator with a human minter
of coins. Both use only one mould in their
creating: God the mould of Adam and Eve,
the common ancestors of all human beings;
the coin maker his coin mould. Yet, whereas
the human coiner turns out coins that are indistringuishable, uniform, God turns out from
the mould of Adam and Eve human beings that
are united because minted from that common
mould, yet also each absolutely unique, each
totally different from the next. The same Midrash goes on to point out that no human being
can ever claim superiority to another on the
ground of superior ancestry (yihus), the “my
father is bigger than your father” syndrome,
since every human being has the same set of
forebears. There is difference within unity.
From the Jewish perspective in history,
this has been an invaluable lesson in survival
techniques. The differences must, in the last
resort, be subsumed in the basic unity. As
the Hebrew puts it, “Kol Yisrael arevim zeh
la zeh”, “All Jews are responsible for each
other.” And this is a lesson that applies just as
much to all human beings. The commonality
of humanness transcends all differences. Joy
and sorrow are the same for all humankind.
All human beings need food, shelter, love,
meaning, dignity, hope and courage. Our
differences of ethnicity, nationality, religious
or political commitment, even values, are not

barriers but a source of enrichment of our
common humanity. The rebuke of the Jewish sources to human pretensions and hubris
of racism and tribalism is essential for Jews
and non-Jews alike to take to heart. The rich
tapestry of the human experience is a mosaic
that colors the life of each one of us. It must
be placed in the context of the unity of humankind: Ahdut.
Ayin ha Ra
Literally, the term means “the evil eye”.
In common with all human groups, Jews
throughout history have been influenced by
superstitious belief and practice, including
the belief that some people can exercise a
maleficent influence in human affairs. There
is an extraordinarily rich fabric of Jewish
magic and superstition, much of course integrally connected to the mystic strand of that
tradition. Despite that tradition, and despite
the clear injunction in the Torah text against
magic (for example, the command not to allow a “witch” to live), Judaism has managed
to avoid the worst excess of superstition, as,
for instance, the Great Witch Craze of the 16th
and 17th centuries in Europe, when millions of
women who challenged the patriarchal norm
by asserting their human autonomy as women
were tortured and murdered in a frenzy of
superstitious fear. In all fairness, it might be
added that the insight of Ahad ha Am, the great
Jewish essayist of the early 20th century, may
be true: the reason that Jews did not have an
Inquisition was not because of any inherent
moral superiority of Jews over Christians, but
that Jews did not have power!
The whole question of superstition is more
complex than might at first seem. Religious
faith and life is not abstract: it is embodied
in human society and human relations. It
involves far more than the norms of faith and
practice laid down by the elite of the intellectual and spiritual cognoscenti. Popular
religion is very different from the official
religion. The religious life and practice of
any historical group involves dimensions
that overlay each other. Beliefs and practices
supposedly replaced by “new” religion remain
alive and well. Sacred places and people retain their charisma, either absorbed into the
new or continuing an uneasy co-existence
with the new. In Christianity, for example,
pagan sacred places, groves and wells, and
sacred persons, gods and goddesses, remain
alive, taken into the new religion as sites for
Churches and as Saints. Judaism is similar.
Popular belief and practice remains alive,
whether survivals from the Jewish past or influences from the environment in which Jews
lived. Sometimes, as with yahrseit candles,
they became an integral part of the “official”

religion; often they did not. Jewish belief in
vampires and werewolves, in magical spells
and amulets, in demonic possession, in ghosts
and ghouls and things that go bump in the
night, was alive and well.
What is the place in “official” Judaism of
these relics of the past? Does superstition
have a place at all in religion? To ignore the
human need for daily religious practice that
may be deviant from that required by the
official representatives of faith is elitist and
cruelly ignores a real human need. Surely, if
superstition is not morally harmful or esthetically objectionable, what can be the harm?
Individual or communal practices that are
not normative and derive from origins that
really are at root superstitious – pagan relics
or fossilized forms of pre-modern Judaism –
exist in Jewish life. Some are seen as clearly
superstitious, belief in vampires or dybbuks,
for instance, and are condemned universally.
Others are not so clearly categorized and have
become deeply entrenched in Jewish religious
life. Examples come readily to mind: covering the mirrors or pouring out water in a house
of mourning, which derive from belief in
demonic possession or that the angel of death
dips his sword in standing water; kissing the
Scroll of the Torah when it is carried around
the Synagogue during services, or a prayer
book that has been dropped, both deriving
from a superstitious attitude that is basically
idolatrous. There is a spectrum of superstitious practice in religion. The determining
factor is the feeling of the community itself
and the changes in that feeling that occur
through time. Changing the name of a sick
person to confuse the angel of death is now by
and large no longer done in Jewish circles: an
overwhelming majority find it unacceptable
superstition. While few if any Jews any longer
believe in demonic possession of the living by
the dead, it is still widely accepted that one
continued on page 18
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call me today.
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Hadassah-WIZO News

CHW is Canada’s leading Jewish women’s philanthropic organization. Founded in 1917, CHW is non-political, volunteer driven and funds a multitude of programs and projects for Children, Healthcare and Women in Israel and Canada.
by Linda Shaw,

Hello ladies.
We l c o m e b a c k t o
another year of
fun, fundraising
and fellowship in Hadassah-WIZO.
We’ll be starting off the season with
a delicious pot luck dinner and garden
tour at Lesley-Ann’s. We’ll also be
launching our annual CHW Campaign –
earlier than in past so that we can make
the transition to a springtime annual
campaign next year- bringing us into
step with the rest of the country.
Even if you cannot attend the opening
meeting, you can still get involved.

Sarah Goldenberg
Chapter of CHW
Opening Meeting,
Pot Luck Dinner,
Membership Drive
&
2013 Annual CHW
Campaign Launch

Become a CHW Member
Annual Membership - $36
Life Membership - $300
Male Life Associate - $180
Send CHW Cards for every special event/
occasion

Like CHW’s Facebook page

Participate in Events and Fundraisers at
CHW Centres

L’Shana Tova, Linda Shaw

As my father planted for me before I was born,
So do I plant for those who will come after me.

The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:

TO

GREETING

Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
Mary-Ellen Buckwold & Family In memory of Ian Buckwold
		

Tickets: www.tcutickets.ca

(306) 975-7777

FROM		
Jack Nieman
& Rick Reder

Zoe Gropper

Gladys & Gerry Rose Fund
In honour of your 95th birthday

Glady Rose

The Buckwold Family

Nate & Grace Goluboff Fund
In memory of Ian Buckwold

Goluboff Family

Janet Erickson

Congratulations on being awarded the
Gerry Rose Volunteer of the Year Award
		
Miklos Kanitz Holocaust Education fund
Grant Family
In memory of George

Goluboff Family

Glady Rose

Marsha & Grant Scharfstein Children’s Scholarship fund
Mazel Tov on receiving the B’nai Brith
Marsha & Grant
Gerry Rose Volunteer Award
Scharfstein
Seymour Buckwold Cultural Fund
In memory of Ian Buckwold

The Buckwold Family

Website: www.tcuplace.com

Visit CHW Projects in Israel

Janet Erikson is our new Card Chairperson.
Call her @ 384-0429

Janet Erikson

#35 22nd Street E. Saskatoon, SK

Support the Annual Campaign in
September- December..

from the Talmud

At the home of
Lesley-Ann Crone Rosenberg
30 Casa Rio Bay
Tuesday, September 24th
5:30 p.m.
Program: The Joy of Gardening

SASKATOON'S
ARTS & CONVENTION
CENTRE

Opening Meeting -Tuesday, Sept. 24th at
Lesley-Ann’s

Sid & Clarice Buckwold Fund
Wishing you a speedy recovery

David Rose

The Glady Rose Family
Linda & Arnie Shaw

Your contribution, sent to:
Saskatoon Jewish Foundation Congregation Agudas Israel,
715 McKinnon Avenue, Saskatoon S7H 2G2
will be gratefully received and faithfully applied.
This Page is Sponsored by Saskatoon Hadassah WIZO
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by Joel Bernbaum, Artistic Director
The inaugural
season of Theatre
in the Park was an
incredible success!
Due to the fact this
was the first time
free professional
live theatre had
been performed in
Saskatoon city parks, we had hoped to
average 50 to 100 people per performance.
To our great and pleasant surprise, 218 people
attended our opening night performance in
A.H. Browne Park (Mayfair) and attendance
grew from there. Our audience average
was 200 people performance, and several
performances had over 300 people. At the end
of our performance run, over 4000 people had
participated in Alice in Wonderland. There
is clearly a thirst for Theatre in the Park to
become an annual tradition in Saskatoon.
In addition to the huge audience numbers,
the diversity of the audiences were also
notable. Our favourite part of the performance
experience was watching hundreds of different
people trickle in to the park with their lawn
chairs and blankets. Alice in Wonderland
was truly theatre for ALL audiences. It
was entertaining and engaging for adults,
teenagers and children of all ages. We
frequently had audience members as young
as 6 months and as old as 86 years. The
cultural and socio-economic diversity of the
audiences were also extremely varied. Sum
Theatre believes in making theatre accessible
to all citizens of Saskatoon, and by keeping
the performance completely free, and by
touring to parks in neighborhoods across
Saskatoon, we eliminated the multiple barriers
that can prevent people from participating
in traditional live professional theatre. After
one performance, a sixty-year-old man who
attended with his extended family approached
the actors and said: “I don’t like theatre, and
I don’t go to the theatre. But your show was

Sum Theatre

great! I’m coming again next year.”
Finally, the Theatre in the Park experience
is not limited to the sharing of the play itself.
Each and every night, people arrived well in
advance of the performance to claim their
seats and then spend
time enjoying the park.
We partnered with the
Children’s Discovery
Museum who engaged
children and adults in
fun pre-performance
crafts before several
performances. After the
performance finished,
we encouraged
audience members to
introduce themselves
to the people around
then, building strong
communities one hello
at a time. Each night,
dozens of people stayed
after the performances
and visited. As one
supporter put it in an
email to us, Theatre
in the Park is: “…a
wonderful way to meet
community members and a fabulous way to
get those community members to enjoy their
green spaces.”
Of course we could not have achieved such
great success across our city without the help
of several community partners. A sincere
THANK YOU to Congregation Agudas Israel
for providing rehearsal space and space to
build our props and sets -- and to B’nai Brith
Lodge 739 for their generous support.
We have a wonderful artistic challenge as
we look towards next season. With audiences
as large as 390 people towards the end of
this season’s run, we must look at expanding

the scale of our performances. We are not
interested in making the performances hightech or imposing a traditional stage on these
beautiful outdoor non-traditional performance
spaces. Rather, in order to provide a live

This photo is Joel Bernbaum
and Louisa Ferguson in Alice
and Wonderland, photo by Matt
Ramage.

theatre experience that can be enjoyed by
such huge numbers of people, we must now
re-examine how we present Theatre in the
Park. Thankfully, our professional directors,
designers and actors are eager to embark on
this artistic journey!
If you are looking for more theatre in your
life before next summer -- please join us Sept
27th and Sept 28th for a FREE short walking
play in a Stonebridge Park. Details will be
posted on our Facebook Page and on the Sum
Theatre website.
We look forward to your continued support!

Joseph P. Dawson, CFP

Financial Advisor

100, 806 Spadina Cres. E.
Saskatoon, SK S7K 3H4
Bus: (306) 931-6711
Cell: (306) 716-6711
Toll Free: 1-800-893-2846

joseph.dawson@edwardjones.com

Making Sense of Investing

This page is sponsored by Arnold z’l & Claire Golumbia of Vancouver
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From the Library
by Patricia Pavey
Elizabeth
Brewster came to
Saskatoon in 1972
to teach in the
Dept.of English
at the University
of Saskatchewan.
She participated in Rabbi Roger
Pavey’s “Lunch
and Learn” group, converted to Judaism and
joined our congregation.
In her lifetime, Elizabeth published 23
books of poetry, 2 novels, 3 collections of
short stories and 2 volumes of memoirs.
After her death in December of 2012, the
David Avol Library acquired most of these
works from Elizabeth’s own collection.
Following is a timely poem from Jacob’s
Dream:Rosh Hashanah
The year renews itself at equinox and
solstice:
in winter, when the sun struggles back
from its long dip into darkness,
and all our candles and bonfires burn
to keep it from total death;
in spring, of course,
with wind and rain and new leaves,
the restless blood,
and the need for pilgrimage;
and in high midsummer,
with the sun triumphant,
as though he could never grow old.
But then there is new year in autumn,
with the harvest in and leaves beginning
to fall,
apples and honey and the hope for a sweet
year,
the ram’s horn blown to call the wandering mind.
School’s beginning again, pencils are
sharpened,
pages turned in many books,
resolves and calculations made.
Time for quiet, a drawing in to the centre,
hope that some honeyed sweetness
will last through the winter.
(Jacob’s Dream, Oberon Press, 2002)

Is God Listening To What’s
Happening At The Wall?

by Matiyahu Sperber, father of Ari

One Yom Kippur, in a small town in Poland, behind the men’s and women’s sections where
when the Jews were gathered in the syna- we have been allotted a space by the police.
Here we are, 300 strong, praying and singgogue and all the Rabbis were there, among
them the Baal Shem Tov, one ignorant farmer ing from the prayer book put together by the
brought his son, a shepherd, with him to the women’s group which is composed of Orthoservices. The son did not know how to pray dox, Conservative and Reform women. The
and could not even read the prayers, had with prayers and singing are beautiful and if all the
him a whistle which he used ordinarily when competition for God’s attention was the speakwatching the cattle. He was very fond of this er system, it would have been a fair contest.
whistle which he blew on frequently at home. However, now enters the fourth group that is
praying today at
He saw all the people praying earthe Wall. They
nestly from the depths of their Heather Fenyes
are composed
hearts, and he also wanted to say with Ari’s dad.
of maybe 300
something to God that came from
ultra-orthodox
deep inside. So right in the middle
men attempting
of the Neilah prayer, which marks
to express their
the climax of the Holy Day, he
own passion by
drew a deep breath and let out the
imitating the
shrill whistle that he would sound
Baal Shem Tov’s
every evening when he gathered
shepherd boy by
the sheep from the fields. The
blowing dozens
shepherd boy whistled as loud as
of whistles at a
he could.
volume designed
The people in the synato make sure that
gogue were shocked, but the
heavens entrance
Baal Shem Tov jumped up and
will have room
congratulated the boy and his emonly for their apbarrassed father said, “A terrible
peals.
decree was hanging over us. The
Enter the poRabbis with all their prayers and
lice, who decide
their learning could not prevail
that they will
with God as had the young sheppush the whistle
herd in his ignorance. His whistle
pierced the heavens and erased the decree. blowers back out of our face, to create a litHis whistle saved us, because it was sincere tle space between the two groups, and also to
and came from the very bottom of his heart, confiscate a few of the whistles.
So now, in this the holiest site of the Jewwhere he feels love for God even though he
ish people, the competition for God’s ear
doesn’t know or understand why.”
This is without doubt the most famous whis- continues and at full volume. God in her role
tle story in the Jewish tradition and as such, I as judge remains quiet, but I believe that she
couldn’t help but be reminded of it during the would give the most points to the yeshiva girls
praying this month with Women of the Wall and to the Women of the Wall and not just out
at the beginning of the month of Elul. I’m a of identification with her feminine side.
Finally the service comes to a close, and
relative newcomer, having joined only in the
past six months but this month’s experience Anat Hoffman, in honor of the beginning of
the month of Elul, lets loose a tekiah from the
could only be described as surreal.
On one hand, 3000 young yeshiva girls fill shofar that in the words of the rabbis would
the women’s section to an overflow. They are raise our prayers up to God with a blast.
Women of the Wall want to be able to have
there to keep us out and we can’t hear them but
I don’t doubt that their prayers are quiet and a full women’s service in the women’s section
sincere. Next to them, on the men’s side the near the Kotel. Their struggle is the struggle of
Rabbi of the Wall has decided that on this day, all of us who believe that Judaism has many
God apparently may have difficulty hearing voices and that the way to create a Democratic
their prayers, so he has given a microphone Jewish State can only be through the acceptand speaker system to one of the worshippers ance that these are all valid and sincere, and
and turned the volume up so loudly that it can that none of them contain all of the truth.
We men who come to pray with Women
be heard not only in the men’s section and in
the heavens above it, but especially where of the Wall stand next to or in a good month,
the speakers are focused, to the public plaza
continued on page 14
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The Righteousness of Charity

by Daniel Stern, Campaign Director and Director of Regional Community Services,
Jewish Federations Canada – UIA
Tzedakah means
more than giving,
its translation in the
Torah is of justice,
what is right. Today
we may use the term to mean charity, but its
origins lend insight into its deeper meaning of
helping those in need. Giving to the needy is
a “right action” (the definition given by Webster’s dictionary), not just an obligation. It
moves the world towards being a better place.
These High Holidays, as G-d has inscribed
a judgment for all each and every one of us,
we will repeat prayers that state that teshuvah
(repentance), tefilah (prayer) and tzedakah can

lessen the decree. We search ourselves and
then we pray. But it is only made meaningful
if it compels us to act, to complete a ‘right action.’ By helping others we are able to enable
our own redemption.
The Saskatoon UJA campaign raises funds
that help children and adults in need in Israel,
like the Alma program for at-risk children and
their families in Ness-Zionna, and the Youth
Futures mentoring program for school-aged
children in Kiryat Shmona. The campaign
also supports the Shlichim program in Saskatoon and other national programs. A donation
to the campaign literally touches thousands
of lives.

Apples are a symbol of life, honey is a
symbol of sweetness. And as we enter into
this New Year we want to recognize that life
is renewed and it should be a sweet year.
May you and your families, loved ones and
neighbors enjoy a new year filled with good
health, happiness and sweetness. I look forward to seeing you on my visit on Wednesday,
November 6. L’shana Tova.

Welcome Guest Cantor
Fabian Ariel Singermann
for the High Holidays

Hebrew School

by Marsha Scharfstein, Principal
This is going to be an exciting
year at Hebrew School. We have
lots of new things happening...
The school hours for Hebrew
School had to be changed a wee bit
because the public schools added
15 minutes onto their school day.
School will now start at 4:30 and go until 6:15.
If you can get here earlier than 4:30, please
do so. Snacks and playtime still happen at the
beginning of class so the sooner the children
arrive, the better...
Registration for Hebrew School will be
on Monday Sept 9 starting at 4:30. There
will be class that day and we are asking both
Preschool and Kindergarten to come Monday
and Wednesday that week. Because the High
Holidays are so early this year, we are starting
after Rosh Hashanah so we would love the
extra day to teach.

Business Slipping Away?

Maybe you are paying too
much for your steel?
Call Toll Free:

1-800-667-5353

Bucket Service Available
New Steel and Pipe
Used Steel and Pipe

INLAND STEEL PRODUCTS INC
President: Mark Ditlove
Saskatoon

This year we are adding a Preschool to
the Hebrew School. This is going to be a
fun addition to the school and we expect approximately six children to register. Rabbi
Claudio will be the primary teacher in this
class. If you know of any children aged three
to five who would like to join us, please come
to registration, or contact Rabbi Claudio or
myself. Preschool will usually only be held
on Wednesdays.
Kindergarten will also be attending on
Wednesday only. This class is for children
who are in Kindergarten or Grade One in
public school.
Our new shlichim, Daniella and Yuval, will
be joining the Hebrew School as soon as they
arrive and we can’t wait to meet them.
Welcome back to school, everyone. It is
going to be a great year!

My name is Fabian Ariel Singermann.
I was born and am still living in Buenos
Aires. I am 40 years old, married, with three
daughters of 4, 6 and 8 years old and have
a degree in Marketing . I am a Baritone and
Hazzan at Great Temple of Paso since 2004.
I started my career as a Hazzan in 1998 and
studied with different Rabbis and Hazzanim
and I am graduated from the Shlichei Tzibur
School at Temple Libertad in Buenos Aires.
I also studied in the South American Rabbinical Seminary and participated in several
Conventions for Cantors in Argentina. I look
forward to sharing and joining Rabbi Claudio
for the High Holidays with the members of
Congregation Agudas Israel.

SHERWOOD
gmc

RV

gmc

Sales
and
Service

Medium
Duty
Trucks

Free Shuttle Service
Pick-up and Delivery
7:30 a.m. - 5:15 p.m.

gmc

C H A R T E R E D A C C O U N T A NTS
Keith Thomson
Brian Turnquist
Michael Gorniak
Rodney Trayhorne
Amberly Chabot

Heavy
Duty
Trucks

Body Shop

The Body Shop provides
Free Loaners on all SGI
or Retail Collision Claims

SHERWOOD

•Accounting & Auditing
•Personal & Corporate Tax Planning & Preparation
• Computer Consulting, Training & Monthly Processing
•Financial Planning & Loan Proposals
•Estate Planning •Agristability
•Business Plans •Litigation Support •Business Valuations

550 Brand Road • Saskatoon

374-6330 • Toll Free 1-877-374-6330
This Page is Sponsored by the United Israel Appeal of Canada
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B.Comm. CA
B.Comm. CA
B.Comm. CA
MPAcc. CA
B.Comm.

244-4414

Fax: 244-1545
400 - 15 23rd St. East - Saskatoon

Biography of the Month:
Marcel Marceau

by Stan Schroeder
Marcel Mangel was born March 22, 1924
in Strasbourg, France, the son of Anne (née
Werzberg) and Charles Mangel. His father, a
kosher butcher who sang baritone, introduced
his son to the world of music and theater at an
early age. The boy adored the silent film stars
of the era: Charlie Chaplin, Buster Keaton,
and the Marx brothers.
When the Germans marched into eastern
France in 1939, his family was given just
hours to pack their bags. They fled to southwest France and Marcel changed his last name
to Marceau to hide his Jewish origins.
With his brother Alain,
Marcel became active in
the French Resistance.
He altered children’s
identity cards, changing their birth dates to
trick the Germans into
thinking they were too
young to be deported. In
1943 he helped smuggle
some 70 French Jewish
children to Switzerland.
He later joined Charles
de Gaulle’s Free French
Forces and, due to his excellent English, worked
as a liaison officer with
General Patton’s army.
His father was arrested
by the Gestapo in 1944 and died in the
Auschwitz concentration camp. When
Marcel learned of his death, he cried for his
father. But he also thought of all the others
killed: “Among those kids was maybe an
Einstein, a Mozart, somebody who (would
have) found a cancer drug,” he told reporters in 2000. “That is why we have a great
responsibility. Let us love one another.”
When Paris was liberated, Marcel’s life as
a performer began. He enrolled in Charles
Dullin’s School of Dramatic Art, studying
with the renowned mime Etienne Decroux.
On a tiny stage at the Theatre de Poche, a
smoke-filled Left Bank cabaret, he sought to
perfect the style of mime that would become
his trademark. In 1947 he created Bip, his onstage persona and alter ego, a sad-faced clown
whose eyes lit up with child-like wonder as
he discovered the world.
Dressed in a white sailor suit, a top hat - a
red rose perched on top - Bip chased butterflies and flirted at cocktail parties. He went
to war and ran a matrimonial service. In one
famous sketch, “Public Garden,” Marceau

played all the characters in a park, from little
boys playing ball to old women with knitting
needles.
In 1949 Marceau’s newly formed mime
troupe was the only one of its kind in Europe.
But it was only after a hugely successful tour
across the United States in the mid-1950s
that Marceau received the acclaim that would
make him an international star.
Bip’s misadventures with everything from
butterflies to lions, on ships and trains, in
dance-halls or restaurants, were limitless. As a
style pantomime, Marceau was acknowledged
without peer. His silent exercises, which include such
classic works as The Cage,
Walking Against the Wind,
The Mask Maker, and In The
Park, as well as satires on
everything from sculptors to
matadors, were described as
works of genius. Of his summation of the ages of man in
the famous Youth, Maturity,
Old Age and Death, one critic said: “He accomplishes in
less than two minutes what
most novelists cannot do in
volumes.”
In an interview with the
Los Angeles Jewish Journal
in 2002, Marceau said that
one of his sketches, Bip Remembers, was
based directly on his memories of returning to Strasbourg after the war: “I go back
in memory to my childhood home, how my
father took me on a carousel. I show life and
death in war. I show Hitler and waves of soldiers being mowed down by machine guns.”
But he added “Bip is not a Jewish character.
I respect our history and suffering, and I am
sure that the fact I was born a Jew and was in
the underground has had an influence.”
Marceau performed in Israel several times;
in an interview with The Jerusalem Post in
1995, the last time he appeared in Israel,
Marceau recalled that the first time he performed here was when his career was just
starting back in 1949.
“I still remember I played 35 performances
to full houses. And when I came back in 1950,
1951 and 1955, my career in the US was just
taking off. In 1959, David Ben-Gurion came
to see the show.”
Marceau’s art became familiar to millions
through his many television appearances. His
first television performance as a star on the

Max Liebman Show of Shows won him the
television industry’s coveted Emmy Award. He
appeared on the BBC as Scrooge in A Christmas Carol in 1973. He was a favorite guest of
Johnny Carson, Merv Griffin, Mike Douglas, and Dinah Shore, and he also had his own
one-man show entitled Meet Marcel Marceau.
His international awards and honorary degrees are too numerous to mention. Marcel
Marceau died in his home in Paris September
22, 2007. He will be remembered as the man
who revived the art of mime and brought
poetry to silence.
Editor’s Note: Stan Schroeder is the Editor
of Congregation Shir Ami’s “Shir Notes” in
Los Angeles which also won a Gold Medal for
“Bulletins.” He writes biographies of famous
Jews and has offered to share them with us.
This article was first published in the Shir
Notes June, 2010.

Rebecca Simpson

Coordinator of Awesome

306.665.5380 Ext. 396
rsimpson@centennialplumbing.com
Web: www.centennial360.com
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From Our Tel Aviv Desk
by Lior Bachar - (former Shlichut)
Dear Congregation,
These sauna-like days of August in Israel
are quite a challenge. If any competition can
be made to the challenges of the Saskatoon
winter, I”m really not sure who would turn
out the winner. Or is it the loser? Anyway, the
combination of the very hot and humid summer with the kids well into their two month
(way too long...) break is always a “doubledare” for us. Especially with young kids at
home, summer schools long gone (somewhere
back in July...). There is no correlation between the amount of days kids have away
from school and the average amount of days
their parents have away from work - Israel has
one of the lowest ratios in the western world
between the two. So, we juggle. One day at the
museum, another at the beach, afternoons at
the pool, etc. Grandparents give in extra hours
too, bless them. And before you know it, the
school year starts again...of course, only to be
re-paused for Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur and
Sukot...seriously, in a country that produces
successful start-ups, agricultural innovations, Nobel prize winners - couldn’t anyone
think of a better way to organize the year?! I
guess nothing is stronger than governmental
stagnation with a large dose of strong worker
unions, to keep the status quo, to leave the
system as it always has been, to oppress any
winds of change.
However, there does seem to be a light at
the end of the tunnel. As far as the educational
system goes, there are a few refreshing decisions - just out of the oven - showing there
is place for optimism. And, as I mentioned in
earlier articles, there are quite a few initiatives
being lead by teachers, on the field, showing
that change is not only a necessity, it is slowly
gaining ground. It is fair to note, though, that
Israel is not unique in its struggle for reform
in education - the same is true to many other
countries in the developed world. It is also fair
to say that Israel truly has a very diverse and
PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
FROM A QUALIFIED
FINANCIAL ADVISOR
Darrell Nordstrom, R.F.P.,
C.F.P., CLU.
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•Investment Management
•Charitable Bequests
Assante Wealth Management
Wealth Creation, Preservation and Management

200 - 261 1st Ave. East
Saskatoon, Sask. S7K 1X2
Bus: 665-3377 Res: 933-4123

polarized society, a fact that makes education
reform even more challenging. As a whole,
and with quite a bit of caution, one can see in
the new Education minister, Rabbi Shai Piron,
a politician a bit different than the ones we
were used to lately. We all hope he stands to
our expectations - as teachers, parents and,
more importantly, to our children.
In the foreign affairs arena, after a few
years of stagnation, Israelis and Palestinians
resume bilateral talks, promoted and backed
by Secretary of State Kerry. There seem to
be quite low expectations about the process,
at least as perceived from the Israeli side, in
my view. The public opinion, if the media is
any index for it, is skeptical. There are quite
a few reasons for that. First of all, the current
government is one of the most right-wing
in the last two decades, definitely since the
Oslo talks. Beside the fact that no one really
knows if Netanyahu really means business, it
is difficult to see how he could pass any type
of agreement with his current political allies,
in the coalition and even inside the Likud,
the party he leads. From within the coalition,
Naftali Bennet’s party - Habait Hayehudi - has
one of the most right-wing Members of Parliament, some of which are Ministers. They
openly oppose a Palestinian state. The Likud,
on its part, has elected the most right-wing list
of politicians this time round, most of whom
over-take Netanyahu far from the right. On
the part of the Palestinians, there doesn’t seem
to be too much optimism either, whether due
to Abbas not being popular, to the fact that
there are two Palestines - one of which is an
Islamic regime, not willing to ease its firm grip
of extremism. Add to these the usual skepticism and deep distrust between the sides. And,
of course, its difficult to ignore the political
earthquakes in the area, all of which affect our
“island” here, in the middle of all this chaos.
So, the word “Shalom”, isn’t very realistic
these days. Even from the left-wing politi-

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

We have created a

babysitters list

for members of Agudas Israel.
If you are looking for a babysitter, please call
the office and speak to Myla or the Shlichim
and they can help you find a sitter to match
your needs! If someone wants to be added to
the babysitters list, they can visit
http://bit.ly/ZI6KQl and fill out the
application. For more information, they can
email caibabysitting@gmail.com

cians, one can distinguish the absence of the
word. It does seem oddly out of place, and it
is probably quite just to use terms such temporary agreement, conflict containment, and
so on. What strikes me as a misunderstanding
from the part of John Kerry is the fact that he
would even mention a timetable for reaching
a permanent agreement, furthermore giving it
nine months. What makes an intelligent, very
experienced politician - especially in foreign
affairs, give such an unrealistic goal? Nothing
less than a riddle. Or simply folly, as Barbara
Tuchman would probably describe it.
Whether the two parties are ready or not,
whether any progress is made, all is yet to be
seen. Time has its own tendencies, some (in
the left wing) say it is against us, some (in
the right wing) gather it is in our favor. One
thing is certain, in terms of Israel’s relation
with Europe, and the west as a whole, the
fact that no progress towards any solution
is being made, makes things dimmer for us.
Some experts believe the latest economic
restraints the EU is supposedly applying (on
products and companies from the West Bank)
are only the beginning. Some even believe
that this is the main reason Netanyahu was
willing to resume talks, even at such a high
price, against his own principles - the very
controversial release of Palestinian prisoners, terrorists. An interesting angle about this
issue is that if there are sanctions on Israeli
goods, services, companies, academia - that
originate in the West Bank - average, hard
working (or studying) Palestinians will also
pay the price. The reason being the amount
of Palestinians who work and study in Israeli
factories and institutions (such as the Ariel
University of Samaria), respectively, in the
West Bank. Once again, an absurd proof of
what has become of all this mess...
At least, for now, both sides are avoiding
any insinuation of violence. This is definitely
cause for cautious optimism, especially at a
time when the whole region is chaotic. Lets
hope things stay on such a path. Whether
some sort of an agreement is reached or not
is something else.
Shana tova to you all,
Lior
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by Mayah Holtslander
This week I begin my journey
to Victoria BC.
I am moving to
this beautiful city
to do my Masters
of Arts in English. My last weekend in Saskatoon was spent being involved in Folkfest
and one of my first weeks in Victoria will be
spent observing the High Holidays. As I begin
this change, I am automatically hyper-aware
of the Jewish components in my life. Since
the holidays begin early this year, I will be exploring Victoria’s Jewish communities almost
immediately upon my arrival. Growing up
in Saskatoon’s small Jewish community has

Goodbye Saskatoon

made very connected to Judaism. So many of
my Jewish experiences are rooted in Saskatoon with my family, friends and the Jewish
traditions I learned within our community.
Moving to a new place and maintaining this
Jewish connection is going to be a scary new
part of my life. Nonetheless, this change will
be exciting and will allow me to explore my
Judaism in a new way. I will get to form new
traditions, meet new people and decide which
sort of Jewish life I want to lead. I think I will
be able to better enhance my personal understand of Judaism and will develop a greater
understanding of what it means to be Jewish.
I have already started doing research on the
Jewish life in Victoria and I have discovered

Sara Pechanec Biography
Aida Pechanec was born in 1957 to the
Hardaga family, a well-to-do and traditional
Muslim family in Sarajevo. During Word
War 2, her parents, Mustafa and Zejneba
Hardaga, had risked their lives to shelter four
Jewish neighbours, the Kabilio family, from
Nazi persecution. Aida’s grandfather, Ahmed
Sadik, had also been hiding a Jew in his home,
however, he did not survive the war as he was
caught, arrested and killed in the concentration camp of Jasenovac.
After having survived the Holocaust, the

Kabilio family immigrated to Israel. In 1984
they asked Yad Vashem to recognize the
Hardaga family, as well as Ahmed Sadik, as
Righteous Among the Nations. A year later,
Aida’s mother, Zejneba Hardaga, came to
Israel to plant a tree in her family’s name, and
thus Zejneba became the first ever Muslim
woman to become a Righteous Among the
Nations.
Fifty years after the Holocaust, when in
1994 Sarajevo was under the attack of Serb
forces, Aida, her husband, daughter, and

Is God Listening?... from page 10
behind the women. It’s a frustrating experience to stand in the plaza behind the women’s
section, standing on tip toes to see over the
divider that separates us. However, I know
how important it is that women and men who
come to the wall see that it can be different,
that women can pray aloud, and can read from
the Torah. Perhaps most importantly these
women can lead us to an understanding that

we may be different – men, women, orthodox,
secular, reform but that we are all equal in
God’s eyes and maybe next month in her ears.
Matityahu Sperber is a member of the Board
of the Israel Reform Movement and is the
Chairperson of the Steering Committee of
The Israel Religious Action Center. He met
Heather Fenyes by chance at the Wall
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that Victoria has several different Jewish communities. For example, Victoria’s conservative congregation is 150 years old and it is one
of the oldest synagogues in Canada. Victoria
also has a reform community and a society
for Humanistic Judaism. All three different
groups appear to have a unique and engaging
community. Now, I get the fun experience of
exploring different congregations to decide
which fits me best and will have to directly
establish what is important to me. It certainly
will be hard spending Rosh Hashanah away
from my family, but if the Jewish community
in Victoria is anything like the one here, it
won’t be long before I feel at home.

mother Zejneba, found themselves in great
distress. With the help of the Joint Distribution Committee, Yad Vashem appealed to the
President of Bosnia to permit the Hardaga’s
to come to Israel. In February 1994 Zejneba,
her daughter her husband and child arrived
in Israel and were welcomed by Israeli
government officials, representatives of Yad
Vashem and the Kabilio’s. The Hardaga’s had
sheltered a Jewish family during the darkest
period in Jewish history. It was now the State
of Israel that paid back the debt and helped the
Hardaga’s in their time of distress.
Aida has since her arrival in Israel converted to Judaism together with her husband and
daughter, and she changed her name to Sara.
Today Sara is working in an executive position
at Yad Vashem, and she lives in Jerusalem.

Grant J. Scharfstein, Q.C.
p. 306.653.2838
f. 306.652.4747
e. gscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com
www.scharfsteinlaw.com
500 Scotiabank Building,
111 Second Ave S
Saskatoon, SK S7K 1K6
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by Millia Shiffman
This was
my third
year attending camp
BB-Riback.
All the Saskatoon kids
that attended
camp this
year were driven together so even the ride to
camp was a lot of fun.
There are lots of rotations at camp including
arts and crafts, ropes, wall climbing, zip line,
horses, pool, waterfront, canoes, discover,
bikes and special evening programs. My
favorite rotations were zipline and waterfront
(specifically knee boarding).
There was a new rotation this year called
“Judaism” where we learned about the Israeli
army, bible stories, and Jewish holidays. It
was a lot of fun and I learned a lot.
The camp food was really good. My favorite food was pizza bagels. For Shabbat
by Noah Simpson
Hi my name is Noah Simpson. I am 10 years
old. This was my 4th year at Camp BB Ribback
in Pine Lake, Alberta. I would like to tell you
a little bit about Camp BB Ribback and why
I really love going every year.
This year at Camp BB Ribback I stayed in
Dan cabin. My favourite meal was tacos. My
favourite rotation was Bikes because we got
to ride on fun trails around camp. I especially
loved Bikes because the guy who ran it was
from Saskatoon, just like me. When we had
free time in our cabin, I enjoyed hanging out
with my friends. After supper every night we

we always had a special meal of brisket and
potatoes. Saturday mornings were “casual
breakfast” where we got to chose our food
from a buffet and eat it in our cabins with
our bunk-mates.
This was the first time I was at camp for
Maccabiah (olympics). It was the best part of
camp, even though I was on the losing team.
For Maccabiah we got to sign up for some
events to compete in or we could watch others
compete. I signed up for kickball (and badly
lost), and “Blindfolded Gun Chase” which we
won because the other team cheated.
We had a couple of really bad storms at
camp so we spent some time in the storm shelter. One night a tree fell on my cabin during
a storm. No one was hurt but we couldn’t go
into the cabin for a whole day while the tree
was removed and the roof was fixed. It was
scary but exciting and fun to talk about now.
I had a great time at camp and look forward
to going again.

had evening program. My favorite program
was “Colour Wars”. You get assigned a colour
and get into your colour groups. Everyone in
the colour group wears that colour, goes to
different stations and does really fun activites
there.
There were a lot of rotations that I liked
this year. My favourites were: Sports, Canoe,
and Discovery. At Discovery, we learned a
lot of stuff like using magnifying glasses and
compases.
I love Camp BB Ribback and can’t wait
for next year!

Shalom to Tamir and Ari
Noah Simpson
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Ian Buckwold...

from page 5

door of their room to find a very large man
standing in the hallway. Uninvited, the man
pushed past Bruce into the room. When
Bruce looked around for his backup all he
could see of Ian and Richie was knuckles and
fingertips, gripping the edge of the balcony.
Things became a little tense when the man
lifted the mattress with one arm and withdrew
a handgun, then pulled a package from the
top shelf of the closet, opening it to reveal a
handful of diamonds. Bruce thought it was
game over when the man asked Bruce if he
had any money, to which Bruce said no. To his
amazement, the man handed Bruce a $100 bill
and said, “You didn’t see me.” The guy was
hardly out of the room before Ian and Richie
were back in, demanding a share of the cash!
Our Dad has been described by many as the
Energizer Bunny. Go-go-go. A typical postretirement day for our Dad would be this: Get
up at 6:00 a.m., play 18 holes of golf, check
Kijiji and Craig’s list for whatever item was
his focus of the moment, take a quick 16 K.
bike ride, off to Costco to buy something on
sale then return it when he found it cheaper
somewhere else. He would then buy 7 of the
“good deal” items to give to all his friends…
Next, he would return home to tell Mom to
cook dinner for the 20 people he had invited
over during the course of the day, pour drinks,
play cards, tell jokes and then fall asleep snoring in front of the TV. Dad liked to push life
to its limits, much beyond my risk-adverse
comfort zone, but always with the intention
of having good fun and making people happy.
Our parents have countless friends – too
many to name. They entertained everyone
and anyone easily and often in Saskatoon, in
Phoenix and at the lake. Nothing made Ian
happier. Our parents and their friends together
enjoyed so much of what life has to offer: golf,
cribbage and cards, catch phrase, scrabble,
pickle ball, motorcycling, snow mobiling,
boating and more.
Dad was always a compassionate and
generous person and, very much contrary
to family tradition, I am told was briefly a
socialist. While he did abandon that political
theory, no one could visit without him giving
them something: a meal, a drink, a boat ride.
Our cousin Ben left one time with slightly
worn golf shoes. We are concerned that the
loss of our Dad will have serious economic
consequences. You may want to sell your
shares in XS cargo.
Now a few words about our Dad’s commitment to the community. We are here in the
synagogue today because, while our Dad was
not actively religious, he was very proud of
and committed to his Jewish heritage, and he
embodied the Jewish tradition of community
service.
Ian’s father, Alvin Buckwold, was one of
the creators of Camp Easter Seal and his

mother, our Grandma Ruth was very involved
with support for the disabled, especially children. Our Dad’s summers at Camp Easter
Seal as a young man were the first step down
a long path of community service, which he
somehow managed to fit in along with work,
family and friends.
Our Dad was always active in work related
to mental health. He sat on the Mental Health
Review Board for many years and, with our
Mom, was a leading force in the Future in
Mind campaign that helped build the Les and
Irene Dube Centre for Mental Health.
We cannot now, because of the terrible
tragedy that brings us here today, stop advocating for the cause of mental health. If we do,
then our Dad’s death was in vain. Although
violence played a role in this situation, it is
not typical of schizophrenics or people with
mental health issues.
Our Dad always stood behind our brother no
matter what and we will continue to do that,
as our Dad would have wanted. Through out
all of my brother’s struggles, our parents stood
behind him. I know my Dad was especially
proud of my sister Laura who has a special
bond with Alvin and has provided him with
endless support and love.
As a family and as a community we must
Rabbi... from page 4
with our past. We are here because we are
children, grandchildren of Jews or because
we chose to consider ourselves as that. We
are the link of an historical chain that depends on us to continue. However, sometimes we realize that there are Jews far from
their tradition, not participating in Jewish activities or in the synagogue. Judaism means
much more than religion. We are a People,
something which is transmitted through generations, and as we received our identity we
have to be sure than our children and grandchildren will receive it too.
Shetechadesh Alenu – “that You renew”.
We do not say “that I renew” because we
receive the inspiration from God to do that
renovation work by ourselves, but on God’s
behalf. We need to worry to leave a space for
God in our life, and that means not as an abstract idea but through concrete actions: To
put Mezuzot on our doors, to light the Shabbat Candles, to read books about Judaism, to
do Tzedakah and to work for Tikkun Olam.
Mitzvot, commandments, are the “tools” we
have to make God present in our lives and
get the inspiration to be better human beings.
Shana – “Year”. The word Shana is very
similar to two other words: Shinui – “change”
and Sheina – “Sleep”. Rosh Hashanah as the
New Year is not only about celebration. It is a
time for evaluation and change, and dependThis page is sponsored by Mirka Pollak
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stand together and continue my parents’
work to advance the treatment for mental
health and end the stigma. Mental illness is
a disease that afflicts countless families in
countless ways. We need to continue to work
for treatments and strategies to deal with the
many challenges it brings. On that note, our
Dad wouldn’t have wanted me to miss the
opportunity to encourage you all to donate
to this cause.
Now, just a few parting thoughts:
Our Dad hated to see us in pain.
He gave the people he loved unlimited
chances… both family and friends.
He recognized his imperfections and forgave the imperfections of others.
He was generous, compassionate and helpful to those he knew and to strangers.
He was a mentor to me and to others, a
confidant, and an unfailing source of support
to many people who are here today and many
who are not.
The outpouring of love and support that
our family has received in the recent days has
been overwhelming. We thank you from the
bottom of our hearts for being here today to
share in the joy of Ian’s life and the sorrow
of losing him.

ing on what we do (or we don’t do) it can be
a time for a meaningful self-transformation
or for just Sheina.
And the final word is Tovah – “good”. In
our New Year celebration we don’t wish a
“Happy New Year” but a “good year”. Actually Jews don’t like too much the concept of
“happiness”, so instead of “congratulations”
we say Mazal Tov or we speak about blessings. In comparison to goodness, Happiness
is a more individualist concept because we
are thinking on our personal needs more
than the collective. But when we speak about
goodness we are saying that to have a “good
year” we need goodness to be a universal
value, where the needs of everyone have to
be taken care of.
Yehi Ratzon Milefanecha, Adon-ai Eloheinu, ve Elo-hei Avoteinu, Shetechadesh
Alenu Shana Tova Umetukah – “May it be
the will before you, Lord our God and God
of our Ancestors, that You renew for us a
good and sweet year”.
A simple blessing that contains many of
the wishes we would like to see fulfilled in
the coming year. Let’s say and repeat it many
times on this Rosh Hashana, being conscious
of its meaning and understanding that we are
the ones responsible to make it happen.
Shana Tova Umetukah!
Rabbi Claudio

Our New Schlihim... from page 1
Just like the way some people around the
world imagine Israelis riding on camels, our
friends joke about us going to ride on sleds
pulled by deer.
We are filled with lots of excitement, determination and some uncertainty and we
are very happy to come to take part in your
community about which we have heard a great
deal since starting the process of being accepted to the Jewish Agency ten months ago.
Wishing us all a Shana tova ve Poria

Daniella grew up in the center of Jerusalem.
She is the daughter of Rami & Jeanine Fields,
who made aliya from New York 40 years ago.
Growing up, through elementary school and
high school, Daniella took dance classes,
played the piano and was active in the youth
movement “Hashomer Hatzair” where she

was a counselor and met Yuval.
Yuval grew up on Kibbutz Snir, a small
community in the upper Gallilee where the
three borders connect, between Syria, Israel
and Lebanon. The kibbutz was established
after the Six-Day War and his parents were
among the founders of the place. During high
School Yuval traveled across the country with
a hiking group. He likes different kinds of
extreme sports and worked in the kibbutz, in
particular the avocado orchard and also was
active in the youth movement “Hashomer
Hatzair” where he met Daniella at age 16.
After high school, Yuval and Daniella volunteered together in the youth movement for
a year. That year they lived in a commune in
the city of Acco, and were active managing
the youth movement centers and activities in
the area.
At the end of the year, Daniella joined the

Army to be a social worker for two years and
Yuval served in the intelligence and infantry
forces for a period of four years. When Yuval
was released the two travelled together for
several months in the Far East, especially
China. After the trip they lived on the kibbutz
there they were active in the cultural life of
the community.
Daniela just finished her BA in cultural
studies at Sapir College near the city Sderot .
Yuval studied Geography and Environmental
Development at Ben Gurion University in
Beer Sheva. They lived together in the city
of Be’er Sheva and after the first year they
were married.
These days they are finishing their undergraduate studies and are packing their bags
and their best winter clothing on the way to
Saskatoon Canada.

Gerry Rose Dinner... from page 1
away, and I miss seeing their faces among you.
Since there are so many new faces, I feel
obliged to review the history of the Gerry
Rose Volunteer Award,
It is named for my late husband, Gerry
Rose, who was a huge supporter of the Jewish
community. Right after he died, in March,
1999, Sid Katzman, older brother of Randy
and David, was President of the B’nai Brith.
He had the vision of creating an annual award
to a deserving volunteer in our community,
and thought it would make a great memorial
to Gerry. The Rose family gratefully agreed,
and so it was done. As always, I do thank Sid
for his initiative and creativity.
Here is a brief biography of Gerry. He was
born, raised and educated in Saskatoon. He
was a graduate of the University of Saskatchewan, and served as an officer in the Signal
Corps of the Canadian Army in World War
II. He joined B’nai Brith in 1945, right after
his discharge, served as President 10 years
later, and was thrilled to receive the We Are
Proud of You Award. When he got the Order
of Canada late in 1998, it was the highlight
of his life. He got it for his volunteer work
in the general community, and regretted very
much that his citation did not reference his
involvement in the Jewish community. The
Order of Canada is the highest civilian award
in the country.
But now it is time for a few words about
volunteers. It is safe to say that we have all
volunteered at one point in our lives. But we
live in an age of increasing demands on our
ever-diminishing leisure time, so what is it
that prompts us to help others when we barely
have time to help ourselves? There are many
reasons for people to donate their time and
skills. Some are philanthropic. Some do it
to gain new skills, to network, or to improve

their employment opportunities. All of these
are important factors, but ultimately it is the
desire to help others that motivates volunteers.
You could, as Simon Vaughan wrote in an
article I read in 2011, call it the feel-good
factor. Anyone who has ever helped another
person is familiar with the boost it gives to
self-confidence and self-worth.
What has all this got to do with our wonderful Gerry Rose Volunteer Award? This year’s
chosen recipient is our own Janet Erikson, and
I will start by sharing with you some of her
biographical background.
Janet was born in Regina, the second of five
very accomplished siblings. She was at the
tail-end of the Baby Boomer generation. This
is the generation which not only has the potential of massively increasing overall volunteer
numbers, but also of enhancing the skills and
collective inventory of volunteers available.
Janet’s family moved about so much in her
childhood that people thought they were in the
military! Not so – her father was an engineer.
Janet attended Holy Cross High School in Saskatoon, after which she earned a first diploma
in Dental Therapy at SIAST and later a second
diploma in Dental Hygiene in Regina. She has
a thirst for learning, so she then earned two
degrees in Education, one in Regina and the
other at the University of Calgary. Her educational background led her to interesting jobs,
from working with HIV patients in a Calgary
hospital, to consulting work for government,
to the teaching of French to speakers of other
languages. Janet has a grown son, Ben, and a
daughter-in-law, who live and work in Japan.
Janet, in spite of her mobility issues, is a perfect example of a volunteer who is motivated
by the desire to help others. She is a past
President of Agudas Israel Sisterhood, but
that is only an “official” title. She has been

an important volunteer participant at every
annual Folk Fest as well as the Silver Spoon
dinners. Hers is the welcoming face of most
community events. She is a faithful visitor
to some shut-ins of this Congregation – the
mitzvah of Bikkur Cholim ranks very high
on the scale of volunteer efforts, and is often
an unrecognized and unsung activity. I have
saved one more of Janet’s roles to the end.
Janet has in past years, when I still lived in
Saskatoon, been part of the Hebrew language
classes offered by various Shlichim. She has
carried this a step further and is part of Rabbi
Claudio’s Adult Bar and Bat Mitzvah class. I
do not know when she will actually graduate
from this program, but I know how exciting
it will be, since I myself had an Adult Bat
Mitzvah after moving to Toronto.
Janet, you let nothing stop you. Your lovely
spirit and your sense of humour keep you going full steam ahead.
We are all so proud of you, and so proud
to present you with the Gerry Rose Volunteer
Award for 2013. You exemplify the desire to
help others, and we love you for it. Mazel
Tov!
Post-Script: I missed the boat; did not
connect the dots at the time of the Award
Dinner; wasn’t thinking! In addition to it
being 100 years since Saskatoon’s B’nai
Brith Lodge #739 came into being, it is also
100 years since Gerry’s parents, Arthur and
Elsie Rose, established themselves and Arthur
Rose Cleaners in 1913. Gerry’s uncle, Martin
Rose, one of the Charter Founding members
of Saskatoon’s B’nai Brith Lodge, came to
Saskatoon in 1913 to join his brother and
sister-in-law in the cleaning business. So,
Mazel Tov on this banner year to all!

Yuval and Daniella’s biography.

This page is sponsored by Lorna Bernbaum in memory of her parents Dr. Frank and Frances Bernbaum.
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Yahrtzeits
August 30/31
Leo Bernbaum
Hersh Freifeld
Seigfried Gumprich
William Caplan
Rachel Clein
Paul Landa
Samuel Pollock
Joseph Barsky
Meyer Melamede
Seymour Buckwold
Alex Pollock
Esther Adilman
Morris Brook
Leib Cooperman
Sofie Steir
Maz Zaitlen

Elul 24/25
Aug 31/25*
Aug 31/25
Aug 31/25*
Sept 1/26
Sept 1/26
Sept 1/26
Sept 2/27*
Sept 3/28*
Sept 3/28
Sept 4/29*
Sept 4/29
Sept 5/Tishrei 1
Sept 5/1*
Sept 5/1*
Sept 5/1
Sept 5/1

September 6/7
Fraide Katzman
Joseph Rosenberg
Benjamin Goldstein
Malchem Neuman
Yitzak Bobowsky
Lou Churchill
Moses Solovey
Maurice Medline
Helen Sugarman
Ida Landa
Hulda Wormann

Tishri 2/3
Sept 6 (2)*
Sept 6 (2)*
Sept 7 (3)
Sept 7 (3)*
Sept 8 (4)
Sept 9 (5)*
sept 9 (5)
Sept 10 (6)
Sept 10 (6)
Sept 11 (7)*
Sept 11 (7)*

Sept 13/14
Tishri 9/10
Lena Adilman
Sept 13 (9)*
Anna Goorovitch
Sept 13 (9)
Chana Lubin
Sept 13 (9)
Brina Cohen
Sept 14 (10)*
Eva Melamede
Sept 14 (10)
Grigory Rizhanovsky Sept 14 (10)
Israel Chertkow
Sept 15 (11)*
Morris Pashkovsky Sept 15 (11)
Solomon Switzer
Sept 15 (11)
Rebecca Caplan
Sept 16 (12)
Pat Clay
Sept 16 (12)
Jacob Koffman
Sept 16 (12)*

Louis Sugarman
Gerald Waldman
Semyon Khayfets
Etta Minovitz
Arthur Rapaport
R.B. Bonder
Michael Fingard
Henry Lehren

Sept 16 (12)*
Sept 16 (12)
Sept 18 (14)
Sept 18 (14)*
Sept 18 (14)
Sept 19 (15)*
Sept 19 (15)*
Sept 19 (15)*

September 20/21
Don Adilman
Valerie Pollak
Gertrude Shear
Fanny Tartar
Naomi Arlinsky
Rae Burt
Miriam Sugarman
Paula Beberfall
Schmuel Bernbaum
Moses Glick
Saul Katzman
Irving Levitt
Minnie Hussman
Bella Sklar
Deborah Solsberg
Abraham Katz
Malka Shacter

Tishri 16/17
Sept 21 (17)*
Sept 21 (17)
Sept 21 (17)*
Sept 21 (17)*
Sept 22 (18)*
Sept 22 (18)
Sept 22 (18)
Sept 23 (19)
Sept 23 (19)*
Sept 23 (19)
Sept 23 (19)*
Sept 23 (19)*
Sept 24 (20)
Sept 24 (20)*
Sept 24 (20)
Sept 25 (21)*
Sept 25 (21)

September 27/28
Freda Bernbaum
Dora Goldstein
Samuel Badeker
Philip Baron
Dorothy Brand
Hannah Weitzman
Abraham Churchill
Sarah Friedman
Bernice Conn
Sydney Goodman
Frances Cutler
Meyer Entol
Leo Winocour

Tishri 23/24
Sept 27 (23)*
Sept 27 (23)
Sept 29 (25)*
Sept 29 (25)
Sept 29 (25)
Sept 29 (25)*
Sept 30 (26)*
Sept 30 (26)
Oct 2 (28)*
Oct 2 (28)
Oct 3 (29)
Oct 3 (29)
Oct 3 (29)

October 4/5
Sarah Brown
Avram Goluboff
Leo Isaacsen

Rabbi Pavey... from page 7
places a stone on a tombstone when visiting
a grave. Now it is rationalized as showing
continued caring for the deceased, while
originally it was fear that the corpse might
wander and should therefore be held down.
It remains the case that there is superstition. Fear of death is the norm in human life
and we have devised all sorts of methods to
cope with it. Ritual acts that deal with fear
and that originally were indeed superstitious
can become rationalized and integrated into
a sophisticated faith system. Reciting the
prayer “El male rahamim”, originally possibly seen as some sort of spell to protect the
living from the dead, can become a piece in
the huge Jewish armory of dealing with death
and the healing process of bereavement. The
lighting of the yahrseit candles, an import
from the Medieval Catholic Church, has been
integrated into Jewish life readily enough as a
symbol of the fragility of human life and the
stubborn continuance of human memory. The
placing on the doorpost of the Jewish home
of the mezuzah, a box containing the Shema

Frances Shaw
Bessie Chertkow
Ben Goldstein
Abram Handelman
Rabbi Roger Pavey
Mary Sklar
Sarah Vogel
Sylvia Caplan
Oscar Mazer
Robert Miller

Oct 6 (2)*
Oct 7 (3)*
Oct 7 (3)
Oct 7 (3)
Oct 7 (3)
Oct 7 (3)
Oct 7 (3)*
Oct 8 (4)
Oct 8 (4)*
Oct 10 (6)*

October 11/12
Louis Horlick
Melvin Laimon
Jack Milavky
Leiser Singer
Michael Stier
Esar Katz
Asher Lehrer
Rose Mallin
Labe Rapaport
Clara Goldenberg
Solomon Waiser
Frank Arshawsky
David Hamir
Dina Teitelbaum

Heshvan 7/8
Oct 11 (7)
Oct 11 (7)*
Oct 11 (7)*
Oct 11 (7)*
Oct 11 (7)
Oct 13 (9)*
Oct 13 (9)*
Oct 13 (9)*
Oct 14 (10)
Oct 15 (11)*
Oct 15 (11)*
Oct 16 (12)
Oct 17 (13)
Oct 17 (13)*

October 18/19
Tassie Arshawsky
Irene Blum
Clara Hock
Philip Horlick
M. Kavsky
Esther Landau
Elsie Rose
Sonia Ghitter
Karl Heubsch
Miklos Kanitz
Harold Levington
Morris Sass
Abe sonnenschein
Rudolph Altschul
Peter Brook
Tishri 30/Heshvan 1
Celia Reznick
Oct 4 (30)*
Rose Davidner
Oct 4 (30)
Bella Mondrus
Oct 5 (Heshvan 1)
Frank Shwartz

Heshvan 14/15
Oct 18 (14)
Oct 18 (14)
Oct 18 (14)
Oct 18 (14)
Oct 18 (14)
Oct 18 (14)
Oct 18 (14)*
Oct 19 (15)
Oct 19 (15)
Oct 19 (15)
Oct 19 (15)
Oct 19 (15)
Oct 20 (16)*
Oct 21 (17)
Oct 21 (17)
Oct 21 (17)*
Oct 22 (18)*
Oct 23 (19)
Oct 23 (19)

prayer, obviously originally an amulet to
protect the home from the threat of demons,
can be easily rationalized as a symbol of what
the Jewish home is ideally to be. In the Bible,
we read of the children of Israel marking their
homes by smearing blood over the door so as
to differentiate between their homes and those
of the Egyptians as the angel of death passed
over to kill the first born in the final plague
leading up to the Exodus. It is possible that
the layers of meaning here are still confused:
original prophylactic amulet, new symbol of
the theology and ethics of Jewish home life.
A blanket condemnation of superstitions
would leave little if any observance left.
Nearly all ritual acts have their birth in superstition, in a hope that the performance of
powerful magic will protect from harm and
increase the possibilities of good. In a premodern society, how could it be otherwise?
How could anyone have coped with sickness
except by magic, spells, the ritual act, especially where it was certainly pragmatically
likely to be considerably more efficacious than

Oct 23 (19)*
Oct 24 (20)*
Oct 24 (20)
Oct 24 (20)

October 25/26
Baby Brook
Liba Newman
Sarah Pollock
Esther Davidner
Lily Swartz
Richard Ruskin
Isaac Drabinsky
Bertholt wormann
Laurie Feldman
Geraldine Jaffe
Nathan Buller
Samuel Sugarman
Reva Applebaum

Heshvan 21/22
Oct 25 (21)
Oct 25 (21)*
Oct 25 (21)*
Oct 26 (22)*
Oct 26 (22)*
Oct 27 (23)*
Oct 28 (24)
Oct 28 (24)*
Oct 29 (25)
Oct 29 (25)
Oct 30 (26)
Oct 30 (26)*
Oct 31 (27)

November 1/2
Sam Fromson
Molly Grobman
Harry Zhivotovsky
Katie Claman
Allen Gonor
Louise Gumprich
Vina Silverman
Jack Weitzman
Samuel Claman
Moisha Gross
Adolf Lehrer
Zlotta Lertzman
Harry Monovitch
Bella Spector
Jack Sugarman
Sam Goodman
Frank Miller
Julie Sarblut
Eleanor Segal
Jack Hearn
Sarah Hock
Samuel Laimon
Louis Levy
Harold Pavey
Isadore Richman

Heshvan 28/29
Nov 1 (28)*
Nov 1 (28)*
Nov 2 (29)
Nov 4 (Kislev 1)
Nov 4 (1)
Nov 4 (1)*
Nov 4 (1)
Nov 4 (1)*
Nov 5 (2)
Nov 5 (2)
Nov 5 (2)*
Nov 5 (2)*
Nov 5 (2)*
Nov 5 (2)
Nov 5 (2)
Nov 6 (3)
Nov 6 (3)*
Nov 6 (3)
Nov 6 (3)
Nov 7 (4)
Nov 7 (4)
Nov 7 (4)
Nov 7 (4)
Nov 7 (4)
Nov 7 (4)

what passed for medical science until the present generation in human history? Regardless
of historical origins, religious acts or prayer
formulae that clearly reflect superstitions are
harmless enough provided that they can be
rationalized and integrated into the “official”
theological and moral system of religion. At
the very worst, they can have a placebo effect;
and at the best, they may have remained alive
precisely because they tap into the very depths
of the human psyche and respond to profound
human emotional and spiritual need. We do
not have to be too condemnatory of the human
fallibility and fear that we are all heir to. After
all, when Marx dubbed religion the opiate of
the masses, he created a double-edged statement: it is both a criticism of religion as a
denial of reality; but it is also highly respectful
of religion as something that enables human
beings to cope with the pain of reality. That
which gives suffering humanity an analgesic
for pain, and the hope and courage to carry
on living, and the guidance to live well is not
lightly to be condemned.

This page is spsonored by Effie (Brook) & Harry Gordon of Vancouver
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Michla Volansky
Jack Avol
Nechi Shore
Mania Winocour
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September 2013 • Elul 5773 / Tishri 5774
Sunday

1 Elul 26

Monday

2 Elul 27

Tuesday

3 Elul 28
B’nai Brith Meeting and
Dinner 5:45 pm

OFFICE CLOSED

8 Tishri 4
Cemetery
Community Visit
10:30 am

Unveiling Elizabeth Brewster
Unveiling Dr. Horlick

15 Tishri 11

22 Tishri 18

Tefillah & Tefillin
10:00 am

29 Tishri 25

9 Tishri 5

AGM MEETING
7:30 pm

10 Tishri 6

Wednesday

4 Elul 29

Rosh Hashana
First Day
Evening Service:
8:00 pm

*Marsha Scharfstein
Candle Lighting 7:28

11 Tishri 7

Thursday

5 Tishri 1

Morning Service:
9:30 am
OFFICE CLOSED
Evening Service:
8:00 pm
*Marsha Scharfstein
Candle Lighting 8:39

12 Tishri 8

Hebrew School
Registration
4:15 pm

Friday

6 Tishri 2

Morning Service: 9:30 am

23 Tishri 19

17 Tishri 13

24 Tishri 20

18 Tishri 14

19 Tishri 15

*Marsha Scharfstein
Candle Lighting 7:24

13 Tishri 9

Kol Nidre – Evening Service: 7pm

20 Tishri 16

Hebrew School
Decorate Sukkah

OFFICE CLOSED

OFFICE CLOSED

Candle Lighting 6:56

Candle Lighting 8:06

Candle Lighting 6:51

25 Tishri 21

Hadassah Opening
Meeting / Potluck
5:30 pm

26 Tishri 22
OFFICE CLOSED

27 Tishri 23
6:00 pm Service
Potluck Dinner

OFFICE CLOSED
Candle Lighting 6:35

Candle Lighting 7:49

Wednesday

Thursday

Shabbat Shuvah

OFFICE CLOSED

*Marsha Scharfstein
Candle Lighting 7:07

16 Tishri 12

Saturday

7 Tishri 3

*Lisa Shiffman
Candle Lighting 6:34

*Heather Fenyes
Havdalah 8:33

14 Tishri 10

Yom Kippur / Yizkor
Morning Service: 9:30am
Afternoon Service: 5:45 pm,
Havdalah (Breaking of the Fast): 8:25 pm
*Marsha Scharfstein
Havdalah 8:15

21 Tishri 17

Shabbat Hol
Hamoed Sukkot
*Harold Shiffman
Havdalah 7:56

28 Tishri 24

BiRkat Hahodesh
Bereshit
*Lesley-ann crone

30 Tishri 26
Lunch & Learn
12 pm

October 2013 • Tishri / Heshvan 5774
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

		1 Tishri 27

2 Tishri 28

3 Tishri 29

Friday

4 Tishri 30

Candle Lighting 6:18

6 Heshvan 2
Sisterhood Meeting
1:00 pm
Lisa Shiffman’s House

7 Heshvan 3

8 Heshvan 4

9 Heshvan 5

10 Heshvan 6

Lunch & Learn
12 pm

11 Heshvan 7

7:00 pm service

*Jose Andres
Candle Lighting 6:02

13 Heshvan 9

14 Heshvan 10

15 Heshvan 11

16 Heshvan 12

17 Heshvan 13

18 Heshvan 14

Saturday

5 Heshvan 1

Rosh Hodesh Heshvan

* Seth Shacter
Havdalah 7:24

12 Heshvan 8

*Simone Horwitz
Havdalah 7:08

19 Heshvan 15

OFFICE CLOSED

Candle Lighting 5:47pm

20 Heshvan 16
Breakfast Club
10:00 am

21 Heshvan 17

22 Heshvan 18

23 Heshvan 19

24 Heshvan 20

25 Heshvan 21

6:00 pm Service
with Potluck Dinner

Lunch & Learn
12 pm

*Kevin Sharfe
Candle Lighting 5:33

27 Heshvan 23

Tefillah & Tefillin
10:00 am

28 Heshvan 24

29 Heshvan 25

30 Heshvan 26

Lunch & Learn
12 pm

This page is sponsored by B’nai Brith Lodge #739
* Bema Roster

31 Heshvan 27

*Perry Jacobsen
Havdalah 6:55

26 Heshvan 22

*Randy Katzman
Havdalah 6:40

