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Presented by the Saskatoon Jewish Cultural Association
SUNDAY AFTERNOON  OCT. 26   2:00-4:00

Jewish Community Centre
• • • • •

 Drumming, dancing, klezing,and audience participation will be featured at this year’s concert. Having 
hosted the Saskatoon Clarinet Choir and Saskatoon Horn Choir at a JUNE 8 concert,the producers are looking 

ahead to future collaborations

The exciting combination of dancers accompanied by the Drum Choir will again be explored.Some of the 
Klezmer Band’s new compositions will be premiered and a couple of soloists(instrumental and vocal) will 

provide “new takes on old tunes”.

         Members of the audience who like to drum or dance or play an instrument will have an opportunity of 
performing with the Drum Choir, Dance Groups or Klezmer Band during the exciting FINALE.

Admission at the Door  $10.00 for Adults and $5.00 for Seniors and Students. 
This year’s concert is being supported by the Saskatoon Composers Performance Society and Saskatoon 

B’nai Brith  

Welcome Itai and Laurie
Our New Shlichim

FESTIVAL  OF  THE  ARTS

15th Annual B’nai Brith 
Gerry Rose Volunteer Award Recipient 

Arnie Shaw
by Glady Rose

This has been a very full day.  This morn-
ing I presented a volunteer award in memory 
of my daughter Kathy Cooper to a graduating 
student at Walter Murray High School.  This 
afternoon, I paid my last respects to a dear 
friend, Grace Goluboff.  And now, my dear 
good friends, Rabbi Claudio, Shlichim, and 
Hebrew School students: Again, and unbeliev-
ably, I stand before you, fifteen years since 
this Award Dinner was inaugurated, which is 

once more, being held on a Friday evening.  It 
is great to know that the number of children in 
the Hebrew School has grown so much, and it 
is lovely to see so many new and young faces, 
as well as old friends.

Many of you will welcome my daughter 
Toby, this year’s family representative and 
herself a former student here.  She was last 
here two years ago.

Please bear with me while, once again, I 

Shana Tova - 5775
The entire Jewish Community is invited following the Neilah Service on 

Yom Kippur.

RSVP to Myla at 343-7023 or 
jewishcommunity@sasktel.net

Adults and Youth $19
Non-Members $25.00

All Children 6-13 - $12.00
Children under 6 - Free

The Dinner is subsidized by Saskatoon B’nai Brith

Please join us for the 8th Annual

BREAKING THE FAST BLAST
Saturday, October 4th  • 7:30 pm

Friday September 5th - 6 pm
Join us for a Shabbat BBQ and 

Welcome for our 
New Shlichim Itai and Laurie

Raoul Wallenberg Park 
Enjoy hamburgers and hot dogs (with 
vegetarian options) and then we will 

celebrate Shabbat with the Service in 
the Park. 

Bring a picnic blanket or chair.
Contribution: 

Member - $5 per person 
(Maximum $20 per family)

Non-Members - $7 per person 
(Max $25 per family)

Congregation Agudas Israel
715 McKinnon Avenue - 

Saskatoon
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A summer of fun...a lifetime of friendships, memories, traditions & skills! 

 www.campbb.com 
 1-800-267-CAMP (2267) 

info@campbb.com 
Facebook.com/CampBB               

Have A Great & Sweet Year!  לשנה טובה ומתוקה  

To our Saskatoon Camp Community of past, present & future: 
 

Thank you for a great summer and for supporting and participating      
in our Camp Community for almost 60 years! Thank you                   

B’nai Brith Lodge #739  for your ongoing dedication and generosity.   
Blessings for a year of health, happiness and peace!      

- The Board of Directors & 2014 Staff Team 

 

B’nai Brith Lodge 739 and Its Important Work in the Community
In the Company of Emily Carr – Public Lecture at CAI

Sunday, Sept. 7 at 7 p.m.
Congregants and the public are invited to hear Irene Faber, Head of Collections of the Amsterdam Jewish Museum speak about Charlotte 
Salomon, a German-Jewish artist who perished in the Holocaust.  Salomon’s work was selected to be a part of the larger Emily Carr exhibit 
at the Mendel (the exhibition closes Sept. 14).

B’nai Brith Supper Meeting
Wednesday, Sept. 17 – 6:00 – 7:15 pm

(immediately preceding CAI AGM)
Jewish men and the spouses of any congregant are invited to be part of our B’nai Brith.  B’nai Brith was the very first financial supporter 
of the proposed Snowboarding Park being planned for Diefenbaker Park (just west of the Exhibition Grounds) and we look forward to 
hearing about the progress on that important project.  Corned beef, pastrami and coke will be served; BYOT (Bring Your Own Tums).

Canadian Museum for Human Rights Opens
The Canadian Museum for Human Rights (CMHR) opened in Winnipeg, Sept. 17-20. The purpose of the museum is to increase under-
standing and awarenes of human rights, promote respect for others, and encourage reflection, dialogue, and action.  Established in 2008, 
the Canadian Museum for Human Rights is the first new national museum created in Canada since 1967, and it is the first new national 
museum ever to be located outside the National Capital Region.   The museum is the culmination of a life of service and philanthropy by 
Israel “Izzy” Asper and, after his death, his dream is being brought to life by his daughter, Gail Asper.  Many of our congregants have been 
supporters of this project and our B’nai Brith has given generously to this project.

Hi! This is Noah Simpson. And this is Adam 
Simpson. We are going to tell you a bit about our 
Camp BB Riback adventures.

 Noah: I have been going to camp for 5 years. 
I started when I was 6 and plan to go back until I 
am 18. 

 Adam: This was my first time at camp. I have been looking forward 
to going to camp for a long time because my brother loves it so much. At 
camp there are plenty of fun things to do for ages 6 to 20, such as horse-
back riding, zip lining, rock climbing, ropes course, bikes, water skiing, 
wakeboarding, tubing, swimming in the pool, canoeing, arts and crafts, 
sports, discovery, and lots more. We stayed in cabins with boys our own 
age from Calgary, Edmonton and even a few guys from around the world. 

Noah: I was in Levi cabin. In my cabin there were 12 boys and 2 
counselors. 

Adam: I stayed in Joseph cabin and I had 10 boys and 2 counselors 
in my cabin.

 Noah: One of the best parts of camp for me is seeing all the wonderful 
friends I have made over the years. Even though I don’t see my camp 
friends very often, we still have really good relationships. It is really nice 
to have friends that are Jewish, as well as my non-Jewish friends. My 
closest camp friend is Sebastian. He’s from Texas. We have been in the 
same cabin every year since I started.  

 Adam: I was kind of nervous to make new friends at camp but everyone 
was really nice. And I made friends with my whole cabin except for one 
mean guy. I didn’t like him too much because he didn’t listen at all. But 
I still played with him and was nice to him. I hope to see my new friends 
again next year at camp. Part of the fun of camp is hanging out with your 
friends at the dance, and maybe asking a girl to the dance. There are dances 
every week at camp. They play good music and have a different theme 
for each week. The only part of camp that isn’t perfect is the food. This 
year, they used a lot of soy cheese. It was disgusting, BLAH. It would 
be great if all the Jewish kids in Saskatoon went to Camp BB Riback. 
It would be a lot of fun and they could meet lots of great new kids and 
counselors like we did. 

ADVENTURES AT 
CAMP BB RIBACK

by Noah and Adam Simpson
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Editorial 
by Steven Goluboff The Mission Statement of Congregation Agudas Israel

Congregation Agudas Israel is a spiritual, religious, educational and social home committed 
to deepening the quality of Jewish life in Saskatoon and district. We are an evolving link in the 
historical traditions of the Jewish people. We are a progressive, democratic and sensitive con-
gregation responding to the widest spectrum of Jewish thought and practice.

Written at the 2002 Kallah by the members of Congregation Agudas Israel

FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY

Editor-in-Chief .................................... Steven Goluboff
Youth Editor .................................... Abbey Holtslander
Advertising Manager ....................................Ron Gitlin
Circulation Manager ...............................Myla Deptuch
Layout & Graphic Design .........................Janet Eklund  
Proof Reading ...................................... Bruce Cameron
Cost of this issue with mailing .............................$1200
Advertisements .............................................. $30/issue
Page Sponsorship ...................... $25/issue or $130/year
Issues Published .......................................................145
Issues/Year ...................................................................6
If you are happy with the Bulletin and enjoy reading it, please 
consider sponsoring a page ($25/issue or $130/year). Contact 
Steven Goluboff or Ron Gitlin.

E-Mail Address: s.goluboff@shaw.ca, 
jewishcommunity@sasktel.net, jteklund@shaw.ca 

website: http://agudasisrael.org

THE BULLETIN

MAzEL TOV AND CONGRATULATIONS TO:
• Abby Holtslander, daughter of Franci and Gord Holtslander for her graduation from 

Grade 12 and being the recipient of the following awards: Governor General Medal, Sas-
katoon Public School Proficiency Award, Dr. Bob Arn Academic Achievement Award and 

Subject Awards for Biology, Math Foundations and English. 
• Patricia Pavey on the wedding of her son Jonathon Pavey to Kimberly Gavronsky on 

July 26th, 2014. 
• Jordana Jacobson on placing second at the Canadian National Body Building Show in 

the bikini division in Edmonton
• Steven and Leila Goluboff on the birth of a granddaughter, Goldie Grace, 

daughter of Sarah Goluboff and Donnie Munro, and a sister to Cohen and 
Skyler, on July 23rd, 2014.  

• Noah Fenyes, son of Heather and Les who will begin his studies at the 
Queen’s University Law School in Kingston, Ontario.

• Eli Fenyes, who will begin his studies at the Western School of Business in London, 
Ontario.

CONDOLENCES TO:
• The Goluboff family on the death of mother, grandmother and great grandmother, Grace 

Goluboff at the age of 92 on June 22, 2014.
• The Goluboff family on the death of Steven’s first cousin who was born and educated in 

Saskatoon, Dr. Lanny Goluboff of Toronto, June 27th 2014. 
• Patricia Pavey on the death of her mother Edna Yates at the age of 101 on August 8th, 

2014
GET WELL WISHES TO:

Dr. David Kaplan and David Abbey
TODAH RABAH AND THANK YOU TO:

Robin Sasko and Malvina Rapko for organizing the first Congregation Agudas Israel 
Summer Day Camp in Saskatoon.

           
Bus: (306) 242-6000  Cell: 241-1900

For
RESULTS, 
SERVICE &
EXPERIENCE
call me today. 
I look forward to working with you!

Member of REMAX 
Chairman Club

#5 Individual Awards 2013
Lifetime Achievement Award 2006

Saskatoon

Leila Goluboff

These last several 
months have been dif-
ficult for Jews around the 
world, from our broth-
ers and sisters in Israel, 
throughout Europe and 

in our own community. Having taken an op-
portunity to visit Israel in June, attending the 
first World Jewish Media Summit in Jerusalem 
and engaging in discussion with journalists 
from 25 countries and listening to some of the 
most influential politicians and writers, I came 
to the not particularly profound conclusion 
that Israel and the Middle East is anything but 
simple and one-sided. Whether it was being 
in the company of politicians Shimon Peres, 
Benjamin Netanyahu, Natan Sharansky, Naf-
tali Bennett or prominent writers in the major 
Israeli press, more questions than answers 
were raised. Since returning home, I have been 
inundated by emails from many of the press 
organizations who were in attendance and now 
share our own stories worldwide. Heather Fe-
nyes in this issue writes about “The Facts and 
anything but the Facts” and I share her feelings 
about becoming “dizzy with the facts”. One 
of the mandates of the Jewish Media Summit 
was for us producing Jewish publications, to 
increase our Israel content and not to simply 
regurgitate a one-sided view. The Bulletin has 
always adhered to that mandate. Our Shlichim 
continue to be insightful and often critical of 
their own country while they provide us with 
an intimate understanding of Israel and its 
complex society. We all have a duty to explore 
the complicated nature of the reality of Israel 
and sadly the emerging and real threat of a new 
anti-Semitism. Ari Shavit, a Haaretz column-
ist and author of the extraordinary book, My 
Promised Land, the Triumph and Tragedy of 
Israel, and a frequent critic of Israel, writes in 
a recent column after comments and responses 
to a previous article he wrote criticizing Israel: 

To my astonishment, my text was adopted 
by Israel-haters from right and left, Christians 
and Muslims. When I read their chilling letters 
I made a vow never again to forget that I be-
long to a small, persecuted nation, whom many 
in the world want to see gone. I will forever 
remember that the Jewish state, the Jewish 
people and the Jews as individuals arouse dark 
impulses among millions of people.

Our own community this last summer has 
been woefully quiet about what is going on in 
the Middle East and in Israel. I am not sug-
gesting that we should have been engaged in 
rallies, which have limited value and usually 
only encourage reactionary responses. But let 
us not forget, we have many true non Jewish 
friends in the media and in the public. We 
should not be embarrassed to stand up for 
Israel and support its right to defend itself. In 

a world with ISIS, we must be aware that their 
mandate in no different from that of Hamas, 
a frightening thought for Israel and everyone 
else in the world. I challenge the leadership of 
all Jews in Saskatoon to join together in dis-
cussion about our role in relationship to Israel, 
regardless of their congregational or religious 

affiliation. We need to sit in the same room 
to discuss our shared interests and concerns. 
From a tangible point of view, we are leading 
up to the annual United Israel Appeal. Many 
communities have launched emergency cam-
paigns over the summer but our goal should 
be to enhance and increase our own donations 

continued on page 14
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Person to Person
by Marsha Scharfstein, President, CAI
“I believe that one of the most important things to learn in life is that you can make a difference in your 
community no matter who you are or where you live.”    - Rosalynn Carter

Divrei Harav – Rabbi Claudio’s Message
Yamim Noraim: The quest for spiritual growth

by Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky

continued on page 14

 Keith Thomson B.Comm. CA
 Brian Turnquist B.Comm. CA
 Michael Gorniak B.Comm. CA
 Rodney Trayhorne MPAcc. CA
 Amberly Chabot B.Comm. 

•Accounting & Auditing
•Personal & Corporate Tax Planning & Preparation

• Computer Consulting, Training & Monthly Processing
•Financial Planning & Loan Proposals

•Estate Planning   •Agristability
•Business Plans   •Litigation Support   •Business Valuations

244-4414   Fax: 244-1545
400 - 15 23rd St. East - Saskatoon

C H A R T E R E D   A C C O U N T A NTS

This has not been an ordinary summer for 
many of us. Yes, the weather has been hot, hot, 
hot at times, and yes, many have been able to 
take a vacation to the lake, or to visit friends 
and family. There have been wonderful fes-
tivals here in Saskatoon to enjoy and Agudas 
Israel even had a week long summer camp for 
our children thanks to the initiative of Robin 
Sasko and Malvina Rapko...but it seems that 
in the back of my mind  is the constant worry 
about what is happening in Israel. 

All of us have friends and family in Israel 
and we worry about their personal safety. We 
worry about the Israeli economy with tourism 
down over the summer. We worry about the 
future for the entire region.

Trust me when I say that I am an expert in 
worrying. My mind can conjure up all kinds 
of scenarios that I don’t like, and then leave 

me feeling that I am helpless to do anything 
to change the outcome. But this approach will 
not serve me or our collective community 
well, here and in Israel. This is the very time 
that we need to look at what constructive 
things we CAN do to help, not how helpless 
we feel. This is the time that we need to reach 
out to those friends and family and talk... tell 
them we are thinking about them, ask if there 
is anything we can do, listen... 

As the High Holy Days approach, we are 
going to be spending a lot of time thinking 
about what we have done in the past year 
and how we can change the things we need 
to change. This is also the perfect time to ana-
lyze how our commitment to Israel translates 
into tangible efforts. The UIA campaign will 
be starting very soon. This is our chance, in 
Canada, in the safety of Saskatoon, to make 

a difference in Israel. 
The contributions we 
make here benefit not 
only Israel, but also our 
own Shlichim program...and we all know how 
much we rely on the shlichim!! Please give 
serious consideration to this donation.

As the fall approaches, (I write this on a 
very hot afternoon, so I hope fall is a long 
way away yet) our community will be gearing 
up for another awesome year of programs, 
services, learning, fundraising and fun. Please 
be a part of one or more of these offerings. 
We need participants as much as we need 
volunteers to run the programs. 

Here’s to hoping that we enjoy a looong, 
beautiful, busy fall...maybe into November...

The story goes that a 
woodcutter got a new 
job and was hired by a 
forestry company. As 
he worked very fast in 

his first day, he was able to cut down one 
hundred and forty trees. The second day, 
however, although he made the same effort, 
he was able to cut down only one hundred and 
twenty. The third day he tried to do a better 
job however he cut even less than before: Now 
he did only ninety. 

Frustrated and worried about his efficiency 
the woodcutter went to apologize with his 
employers: “I don’t know what is happening. 
I am working very hard but each day I am 
cutting less and less trees. Do you know what 
could be the problem?” His boss looked at him 
and asked: “When was the last time you sharp-
ened the blade of your axe?” The woodcutter 
replied: “Sharpen? Oh no! I forgot that!”

Tools need to be sharpened. Capacities, 
good attitude and hard work sometimes are 
not enough to do the best job. Even if we are 
not woodcutters, in order to accomplish the 
goals of our lives we need time to sharpen our 
tools. Nevertheless our role within our family, 
business or congregation, we need time to 
recharge the batteries and sharpen ourselves.

When we say “to recharge our batteries” we 
are usually referring to the need of having a 

“time out” in order to clear our minds. Some 
of us may think this is necessary for improving 
our efficiency or for getting a different under-
standing of a difficult situation in our lives. 
But I think it also means a spiritual lesson: 
Human beings we have a need to “sharpen 
our souls”, even if we don’t realize it. 

As the woodcutter has an axe that has to be 
sharpened, so humans beings we have a soul 
that needs to be nourished. And as woodcutter 
will lower his efficiency if he doesn’t sharpen 
his axe, so our lives won’t be as enjoyable if 
we don’t take care of our souls. The difference 
with us is that for woodcutters is much easier: 
Sooner or later they realize the time came to 
sharpen the axe. However, how many people 
live their lives without realizing it’s impor-
tant to have a time to work on their souls? 
Sometimes only a crisis will tell them that 
they cannot continue functioning properly as 
spouses, employees or parents, unless they 
make a change.

In a couple of weeks, when the Yamim 
Noraim – the High Holy Days will arrive, 
we Jews will have again our annual invita-
tion to think about this. Those days are an 
opportunity for us to make a pause in our lives 
and “sharpen our souls” through the words 
of our prayers, the wisdom of the Torah and 
the company of family and friends. While 
some people are able to evaluate themselves 

regularly, the truth is that the majority of us 
do it only on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
because those are the days Judaism devoted 
for self-evaluation and personal introspection.

Once a year we gather at the Synagogue, 
each of us in the loneliness of our personal 
experience but at the same time in the com-
pany of an entire congregation who shares the 
same spiritual challenge. We ask ourselves: Is 
this the life I want to live? Is this the model of 
father, husband and son that I want to teach 
to my children? Am I in the right direction? 
Or perhaps it’s time to change the destina-
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Firstly, I want to thank all of you for joining 
with my brothers Richard, Steven, myself and 
our wives Georgina, Leila and Linda along 
with many of our family today in support 
and remembrance of our Mom.  Our Aunt 
Shirley Brown who was 
married to our Uncle 
Jerry, Mom’s brother is 
here today from New 
Jersey.  One of Shirley’s 
sons, our cousin, Phil is 
flying here as I speak 
and our cousin, Nossom 
Blumes from Brooklyn 
has joined us today.  We 
are thrilled to have you 
with us.  You being here 
means a great deal to us.

The great challenge at 
these times is to find the 
right words to say about 
someone who has meant 
so much to so many.  A 
life of almost 93 years 
is full of tens of thousands of human interac-
tions, introductions, relationships, good and 
bad.  We are all complicated and complex 
individuals each affecting one another in a 
myriad of ways.  We are the sum of all things 
wonderful in this world.  We come into this 
world as unique and diverse as the universe, 
going out in exactly the same way, as individu-
als who have made a difference to the lives of 
everyone we have ever come in contact with.  
Beyond our physical presence on this earth, 
we leave a spiritual presence that never dies 
but carries on from one person to the next, 
from one memory to the next.  We are forever 
connected to those who preceded us.  Being 
connected to those who have come before us 
makes us unique and make us who we are.  
My Mother, our Mother brought us into the 
world and helped guide us down a path we still 
continue to travel.  She gave us love every day 
of our lives and her spirit is deeply ingrained 
within us, something my brothers and I will 
forever cherish.

Everything I am saying reflects back to our 
Mother and the life she built for herself from 
the life given her by her immigrant parents 
almost a hundred years ago and their parents 
before them.  She did not grow up in isola-
tion nor do any of us.  She was surrounded by 
family and friends who cared and nurtured her 
throughout her life. She endeavored to pass on 
to us and to all those around her those qualities 
passed to her.  Beautiful qualities enveloped 
her and made her unique.  Mom was endlessly 
positive with a glowing smile.  Mom rarely 
had a bad word to say about anyone and if 
she did she usually kept those words close 
to her chest.  There was a goodness that ran 

Grace Goluboff - Eulogy
June 16, 1921 - June 22, 2014

by Alan Goluboff
deep within her.  

Mom built a rich and beautiful life with our 
father, Nate and was a pillar of this commu-
nity.  She helped the Jewish community grow 
and florish and was always a presence through 

years of commitment to the Shul 
and Hadassah which meant so 
much to her.  She supported her 
husband, our father for over fifty 
years, building and maintaining a 
home open to all, especially those 
new to the community or friends 
of ours during our years at Brun-
skill School, City Park Collegiate, 
Nutana Collegiate and university.  
She supported Richard, Steven 
and I and our growing families 
and continued to through her last 
days, always keenly interested 
in our lives, always asking if we 
were in touch with so and so from 
Saskatoon. 

Mom rarely failed to ask me, the 
freelancer within the family and the 

one often ‘between engagements’, “Are you 
okay?”  She knew I didn’t like being asked if 
I was working or not and found a gentler way 
of asking the same question.  It never bothered 
me because her heart was in the right place.  
She cared and worried, in a good way about 
all those close to her, family and friends.  
She always expressed an interest in all of us, 
especially her six grandchildren:  Danny and 
his wife Vanesa, Sarah and her partner Donnie, 
Michael, Shaina, Adam and Sam; as well as 
great-grandchildren:  Cohen, Skyler and Ari, 
were up to.  They all brought her endless joy, 
bringing out her ever-present and beautiful 
smile right to the end.

Mom’s short term memory slipped in recent 
months but not her long term memory.  She 
was always happy to speak of Brooklyn, past 
relatives and past friends never forgetting 
where she came from nor those who influ-
enced her.  Mom grew into an avid sports fan 
over the years, I think in part influenced by 
Richard, Steven and I, all sports fans, getting 
behind the Toronto Blue Jays even when no 
one else could.  Only a couple of weeks ago 
while I was visiting I had to break the sad 
news to her, the New York Rangers had lost 
the Stanley Cup.  She wasn’t feeling great but 
smiled broadly and shrugged her shoulders 
with the words, “That’s hockey”.  Said like a 
true sports fan.

We always knew Mom was proud of us 
and it is now our turn to publicly express 
how very proud of her we are and with the 
manner in which she lived her life.  This is 
a time of loss and sadness, unquestionably, 
but not one of tragedy.  Now is an opportune 
time to express our collective loss.  We are a 

family and we are friends, united by the fond 
memories of a woman, a wife, a mother and 
a grandmother who lived a rich, fruitful and 
positive life.  Mom was devoted to us all but 
no one more deeply than to our father, Nate.  
They loved each other deeply.  They loved 
one another’s company every hour of every 
day.  They shared a life together, building a 
home, raising a family, travelling the globe 
and always returning to this city and this 
Jewish community, which meant so much to 
them, continuing to give back together and 
in recent years for Mom, on her own and in 
her own way.

On behalf of our entire family I wish to 
thank specifically all those from the Prairie 
Spring Care Home who gave a comforting 
hand to our Mother over the last four years.  
While in the hospital recently, Mom wanted to 
go home and home to her was Prairie Springs.  
Thank you for the warmth and love you gave 
to her, everyday. 

I never realized, until I sat down to put 
words to paper, how difficult it would be 
to express one’s love for one’s Mother.  We 
move through our own lives often not taking 
the time or just finding it a challenge to say 
the words to those closest to us, to express 
openly the love we have for someone.  Like 
everything else in life, expressing oneself is 
difficult and takes work and practice.  Our 
Mom, like many of us, expressed herself 
through actions, maybe more important than 
words but certainly not less important.  We 
must never diminish the power of words.  
We must continue to use them until our last 
breaths.  Words make us human.  Mom didn’t 
have to say much for us to know and feel her 
love.  I remember it in her devotion to our 
Father, the other half from where we come.  

Mom was many things to many people but 
most importantly, she was very much a one 
of a kind, an individual as diverse as the stars 
above us, as we all are.  She was a person 
who loved the sun, the pool, to read, play 
bridge and mahjong, to entertain, to watch 
baseball, to bake, to go to Shul, to extol the 
accomplishments and virtues of her children 
and her husband.  Mom was a big city girl in 
a small town, modest and humble and thankful 
for what she had; always prepared to give to us 
kids and to those in need.  Mom was certainly 
more frugal than the three of us sons, she often 
reminded us but always willing to give, to this 
community, to Israel and to Hadassah-Wizo.  
I would like to believe we carry the best of 
Mom’s characteristics with us.

Mom was a beautiful woman, well-loved 
by all of us.  We will forever miss you and 
always think of you.
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Hadassah-WIzO News
CHW is Canada’s leading Jewish women’s philanthropic organization. Founded 
in 1917, CHW is non-political, volunteer driven and funds a multitude of programs 
and projects for Children, Healthcare and Women in Israel and Canada. 

by Linda Shaw, 

This Page is Sponsored by Saskatoon Hadassah WIZO

Scharfstein │ Gibbings │ Walen │ Fisher LLP
Barristers & Solicitors

Grant J. Scharfstein, Q.C.
p. 306.653.2838
f. 306.652.4747

e. gscharfstein@scharfsteinlaw.com
www.scharfsteinlaw.com

500 Scotiabank Building, 
111 Second Ave S 
Saskatoon, SK S7K 1K6

Hadassah Cards

Accounting & Auditing Financial Planning
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It has been a very chal-
lenging, very stressful summer in Israel.  The 
threat of Hamas’ missiles reaching all corners 
of Israel has impacted all Israelis and our 
CHW projects.  All six of CHW’s Daycare 
Centres have been in the line of fire. CHW 
has launched an Emergency Campaign to try 
to offset the huge expenses CHW has incurred 
providing social services in this time of crisis.  
In the last month, Nahalal Youth Village took 
in over 160 women, children and men from 
two Kibbutzim in the South and gave refuge to 
over 100 families who lived on the border with 
Gaza.  The CHW Hadassim Children and 
Youth Village took in over 500 children from 
a summer camp south of Ashdod.  Both the 
Assaf Harofeh Medical Centre and Hadassah 
Hospital are operating in “emergency” mode.

There is a cease-fire in effect as I am writing 
this, so most of the people have returned to 
their homes. The comfort and security they 
felt at the two CHW schools helped them cope 
during the bombardment but there is a huge 
amount of stress affecting the families. The 
incidence of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
is overwhelming.  The focus of the CHW and 
WIZO workers now is to provide psycho-
logical support, counselling and therapy to 
the PTSD victims.

The Emergency Campaign brochure says: 
“While we are unsure of what the future holds, 
you can play an active role today, ensuring that 
whatever may come in the approaching hours 
or days, those at our projects have the support 
and resources they need.  To act now, donate 
securely online at www.chw.ca or call the 
National Office toll-free at 1-866-937-9431. 
Our hearts, thoughts and prayers are with our 
Israeli family.”

2014 Annual Campaign: In the last Bulle-

tin I listed the names of the Annual Campaign 
donors who had given to the Campaign prior 
to June 12th.  Now I’d like to add to that list: 
Marsha Scharfstein, June Avivi and Zara 
Gurstein who have also made donations since 
then.  Thank you all so much for making this 
year’s Campaign so very successful.

We are getting ready to launch another 
productive year of Hadassah-WIZO pro-
gramming here in Saskatoon, starting with 
our CHW and Agudas Israel Sisterhood 
Membership and Opening Meeting Potluck 
Dinner.  It will be on Tuesday, September 
2nd at the home of Lesley-Ann Crone and 
Alan Rosenberg at 6:15 p.m.. Come early 
(after 5:30) to take a tour of Lesley-Ann’s 
beautiful yard and gardens.  RSVP to me 
(Linda) at 306-374-7720 or lindashaw@shaw.
ca to let us know what you’d like to bring to 
the potluck and if you need a ride. It’ll be fun 
and delicious.  See you there.

And in closing I want to say a sad goodbye 

to Grace Goluboff who passed away at the 
end of June. She was the driving force behind 
the success of Saskatoon Hadassah-WIZO 
– the most passionate, committed President 
our Sarah Goldenberg Chapter will ever see 
–our very own “Mrs. Hadassah”. She will 
be missed.  Donation tributes can be made 
online to CHW in her memory.  To order all 
other cards, contact Janet at janeterikson@
sasktel.net.

Wishing you all a happy, healthy, peaceful 
New Year.

Shana Tova,
Linda

Sarah Goldenberg Chapter of 
CHW 

& CAI Sisterhood
Opening Meeting,  Pot Luck 
Dinner,  Membership Drive

& Garden Tour

At the home of 
Lesley-Ann Crone Rosenberg

30 Casa Rio Bay
Tuesday, September 2nd
Tour: after 5:30  Dinner 

6:15p.m.

• Sympathy to the Goluboff Family 
on the loss of of their loving 

matriarch, Grace 
from the Shaw Family.
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Our house 
is 14 km from 
Gaza ,  we l l 
w i t h i n  t h e 
range of the 
Hamas’ most 
p r i m i t i v e 
rockets. We 
are already 

(and unfortunately) quite used to hearing all 
kinds of explosions from the west and to see 
every once in a while some rockets rising from 
Gaza towards Israel (and vise versa). How-
ever, in the beginning of the last clash between 
Israel and Hamas we were on a vacation in the 
North of Israel at a beautiful site on the shore 
of the Mediterranean Sea. While we were 
there, close to Haifa, we heard the explosive 
noise of a (not so primitive any more) rocket 
that was shot from Gaza and landed not too 
far from us. At that point we understood that 
we are going to enter a period of hard days. 
Therefore, when we finished our vacation, 
instead of going back home we went to Uri’s 
parents. They live close to Tel Aviv, theoreti-
cally a safer location than our house, and they 
also have an appropriate shelter, something 
we do not have. Soon after we got to Uri’s 
parents we understood that also the Tel Aviv 

A Letter from the Nachshon Family
At The Front

area is not completely safe and almost every 
day or two the sirens went on and we had to 
go to the shelter. When you hear the sirens 
you have one minute to find a shelter and then 
you need to stay there for ten more minutes. 
It was pretty surprising to see how naturally 
Rotem, our five year old son, understood the 
situation and how calmly (yet seriously) he 
was running to the shelter whenever needed. 

If you remember, Rotem was diagnosed 
in Saskatoon with leukemia. He is doing 
very well (thank you for asking), but still 
once a month he has to go to receive some 
chemo treatment in hospital. Since we live 
in the south, Rotem’s oncology clinic is at 
the Soroka  Hospital in Beersheva. While we 
were at Uri’s parents we had to go to Soroka 
as Rotem had a scheduled treatment. We got 
to the hospital but several times the sirens 
went on and we had to run to the shelter. On 
top of that choppers were flying in and out of 
the hospital, carrying wounded soldiers from 
the battles in Gaza. It was a nightmare; the 
medical team wasn’t  100% available as it 
had to deal with all of these emergency cases 
that came from Gaza. Due to the situation, 
the sirens, explosions, and the runs into and 
out of the shelter the medical team decided 
to send us back home with no treatment for 

Rotem and to hope that in few days things 
will calm down and we will be able to come 
back and be able to give Rotem the treatment. 
Indeed, a week after we returned to the clinic 
and things were still hectic but not bad as the 
week before and Rotem finally received his 
chemotherapy.

Rotem got his treatment on Sunday. On 
Friday before the treatment Uri received a 
phone call from his reserve army unit that 
asked him to join the forces in Gaza. Uri told 
them that on Sunday Rotem had his treat-
ment in hospital and there was no chance he 
will be available but after that, if needed, he 
will come. That wasn’t a pleasant weekend 
knowing that most likely Uri will have to go 
to Gaza soon. Luckily by Sunday afternoon, 
considering the situation with Rotem, the 
military decided they can manage without Uri 
for now. That was a great relief.

Over these five weeks we were out of our 
home we talked a lot if we did the right thing 
coming back to Israel instead of staying in 
Saskatoon. We are not sure what the answer 
is but we are pretty sure that minus 40°C is 
much more reasonable than a rain of rockets. 
We truly hope peace will come soon as it is 
so needed.
lihico@gmail.com

#35 22nd Street E.  Saskatoon, SK
Tickets: www.tcutickets.ca

Website: www.tcuplace.com
(306) 975-7777

SASKATOON'S 
ARTS & CONVENTION 

CENTRE

Itai Bar
I was born on June 15th, 1987 in the northern 

district of Israel, A town called Kiryat Motz-
kin. second son to Gila & Gideon, brother to 
Roei (30 yo). While growing up I was mainly 
into sports, basketball and soccer. Later the 
family moved north to the Western Galillee 
and spent a few years in Kibuts Matzuva, 
after my parents got divorced my mother, 
brother and I settled in Nahariya where I did 
most of my growing up. I continued play-

Welcome Itai and Laurie Our New Shlihim
ing basketball throughout high school and 
volunteered in Magen David Adom and the 
student’s council, In the Army I was trained 
as a combat medic and spent a year in Givaati 
infantry brigade and two more years in the 
military medical school as an instructor for 
senior medical teams. After the army I flew to 
London where I worked as an administration 
assistant in the Israeli embassy for two years. 
In 2010 I came back to Israel to start my B.A 
in Political Science and Middle East studies 
in Ben Gurion University of the Negev where 
I met Laurie. These past two years I’ve been 
working in the BGU student’s association as 
the Head of the Student Involvement depart-
ment making the BGU students more involved 
and active in society. 

Laurie Goldstein
I was born on October 11th 1986 in a town 

called Kfar Saba in the center of Israel. I 
am the middle daughter out of three girls to 
Zeev and Linda, sister to Myah and Shelly. 
My parents made Aliyah in 1980 and met in 
Ulpan Etzion in Jerusalem. I grew up in an 
English speaking home and occasionally have 
a slight Manchester accent. Until the age of 

17 I practiced different kinds of dancing. I 
studied Political Science in high school and 
since then I’ve been interested in that field of 
knowledge and activity. In 2005 I joined the 
army and served as a medic for two years in 
an intelligence unit. After my army service I 
travelled and worked in Europe for several 
months. In 2009 I started my B.A in Political 
Science and Media in Ben Gurion University 
of the Negev, in Beer Sheva, where I met Itai 
two years later. During the past two years I 
worked in the Israeli labour party, at the JDC 
and with autistic children. 

We’ve been together for two and a half 
years, and been living together for a year with 
our dog Nitza. We enjoy travelling around 
Israel and abroad, we enjoy nature, going out, 
eating, cooking, watching movies and enjoy 
long talks. We love learning new things and 
meeting people. Our goal in life is to help our 
community to get stronger while reaching 
people close to us and being reachable for 
others. We believe that in order to succeed 
we need to build a strong and unified charac-
ter. We look forward to continue developing 
ourselves together with the community of 
Saskatoon.
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On August 8, the World Health Organiza-
tion declared the West African Ebola epi-
demic, which has killed about 1,000 people, 
an international public-health emergency. It 
called upon member states and private donors 
to expend greater resources toward finding a 
cure for the worst Ebola outbreak in history. 
Currently there is no vaccine or cure.

Significant gains in this field are happening 
in Israel, where Dr. Leslie Lobel and Dr. Vic-
toria Yavelsky have been working for years 
to track down all survivors of the Ebola and 
Marburg viruses in Uganda and take blood 
samples from them. Both of these Equatorial 
viruses cause hemorrhagic fever and kill close 
to 90 percent of victims. 

The two scientists study the unusually 
strong immune response of the survivors and 
then work to isolate monoclonal antibodies 
that neutralize the virus in their lab at Ben-
Gurion University of the Negev’s Center for 
Emerging Diseases, Tropical Diseases and 
AIDS.

Yavelsky and Lobel’s monoclonal anti-
body-based therapeutic approach was proven 
as a successful potential treatment by their 
colleagues in the US military, and at several 
other laboratories.

With funding from the US National Insti-
tutes of Health and other resources, their lab 
is now getting ready to test its human mono-
clonal antibodies in mice and non-human 
primates abroad. 

“We have a five-year plan and I believe 
we could have proof of concept with human 
monoclonal antibodies in monkeys in three to 
five years,” Lobel predicts. “If we can prove it 
in two animal models we can eventually use 
it in humans.”

Prevention and cure
Lobel, a 2002 American immigrant edu-

cated at Columbia University, notes that the 
work being done at Ben-Gurion University 
is essential since there are few studies on 
survivors of Ebola. When someone contracts 

Ebola, it usually takes eight to 12 days for 
symptoms of hemorrhagic disease to show up.  
The antibody therapy could provide not only a 
cure but even prevent the hemorrhagic disease 
from occurring in the first place.

“We’re quite advanced in terms of studying 
the immune response in survivors in Central 
Africa to develop a prophylactic and thera-
peutic,” says Lobel, who travels to Uganda 
for his work about five times a year. 

“We have set up a base laboratory in En-
tebbe, with our Ugandan colleagues, so that 
we can process human blood samples in under 
12 hours from the time of collection, which is 
required for our work. After the samples are 
tested and deemed to be non-infectious, we 

Israelis Race To Find Ebola Vaccine
Two Israeli doctors are studying Ebola and Marburg virus survivors to develop a human 

antibody therapy.
by Avigayil Kadesh

Dr. Lobel seeks out patients who 
survived Ebola and Marburg. 

continued on page 18

Dear 
Friends

Well. It 
ha s  been 
1 0  Ye a r s 
since our 
shlichut in 

Saskatoon!!! It is almost unbelievable how 
time runs by so fast. And although we keep in 
touch with some of you, we miss Saskatoon 
and the community a lot. It is hard to describe 
the meaning this year was to us, and we still 
find ourselves bringing back memories from 
the good old days…

We became parents with two beautiful and 
sweet girls: Tamar(age 6 and a half), and 
Shira (4 and a half), we live happily in Hod 
Hasharon (near Tel Aviv), going through the 
challenges of many Israelis that we are sure 
you heard of.

This summer was pretty unique in that as-
pect, since the conflict with Hamas “changed 
our plans”.

It started with the sirens that warn us of the 
rockets.  The need to explain to the children 
that rockets are being fired, and the need to 
quickly go to the protected space, really raises 
ones creativity. One game is beating the clock 
and receiving a prize for the first one who 
enters the protected space

It continued when I was called to an imme-

Ten Years After
by Ran Zarivatch

diate service in the army. Then things really 
changed. Coping with the uncertainty of being 
in and around Gaza, when rockets are landing 
relatively close to you, really makes you think 
about the important things in life and even 
though as a combat engineering reserve unit 
we were part of “less dangerous” combat situ-
ations, you can’t avoid thinking that fate takes 
a big part of your chance to come back home.

This year we felt once again the sense 
of companionship so many people have in 
Israel. The amount of support we got was 
unbelievable. Starting from food, clothing, 
and everything you can think of, it came to 
the point where we forwarded the donations 
to people who are in more need then us. The 
most heart warming gift, is when you get 
dozens of letters from kindergarten kids, who 
thank you for protecting our country. 

I truly believe the greater challenge is for 
the women and children back home. While I 
was busy playing hero in Gaza, Racheli had 
to combine between going to work, take care 
of the kids, cope with stress involved with the 
sirens, and explain why the heck dad “prefers” 
being a soldier then being at  home.  I think the 
Medal of Honor, belongs to the wives before 
everyone else.

I was so happy to be released from the army 
a day before our planned trip to the “black for-
est” in Germany. That was a really dramatic 

change of scenery - going back to your family, 
sleeping on a bad instead of an armed vehicle, 
and enjoying the little things in life.

Hopefully in our next article we will have 
the chance to write about more peaceful 
experiences.

For now, we wish you all Shana Tova 
Umetuka, may you have a good and sweet 
year

You are always in our hearts
With love
Ran,Racheli, Tamar and Shira

Barristers, Solicitors and Mediators
RANDY KATzMAN

B.Comm., LL.B.

(306) 653-5000
Fax: (306) 652-4171

5th Floor, Atrium Place, #510, 128 - 4th Avenue S., 
Saskatoon, S7K 1M8
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KATZMAN

         RICHARDS&
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Aron ha kodesh: From The Moral and Spiritual 
Values of Judaism

by the late Rabbi Roger Pavey

This is the lat-
est instalment from 
“Moral and Spir-
itual Values”, the 
unpublished work 
of the same title 
by the late Rabbi 
Roger V. Pavey.

Aron ha kodesh

In every Synagogue, usually on the eastern 
wall, there is a sort of cupboard where the 
Torah scrolls are kept.  Above it is a perpetual 
light, called a “ner tamid”.  It is a symbol of 
the presence of God in the community of faith.

We celebrate life with the drama of ritual.  
Ritual uses symbols.  Some of these symbols 
are primary symbols in that they point directly 
and immediately to an experience mediated to 
humankind through the symbol.  Others are 
secondary, in that they mediate to the commu-
nity rather than direct.  The “aron ha kodesh” 
is such a secondary symbol.  Basically, only 
a cupboard, it points beyond, to the Torah 
scroll that is kept in it, which is the primary 
symbol of the revelation experience at Sinai, 

the primal tablets of stone represented now 
by words on parchment.  The whole, scroll 
and receptacle, is holy, because the sanctity is 
radiated from the original encounter of divine 
and human.

Associated with it is the eternal light that 
burns above it.  Light is a basic primary sym-
bol.   It conveys the sense of the numinous 
at a direct, sub-conscious level, unmedi-
ated through explanatory word.  The face of 
Moses shone on leaving the divine presence 
(Ex.34:29-30).  Revelation occurred during a 
thunder storm (Ex.19:16), especially associ-
ated with lightning.  During Shabbat when 
the making of light is specifically forbidden, 
we begin and end the day with the kindling 
of light.  And even though making light is 
permitted on Festivals, these occasions, too, 
are begun and ended by kindling the lights of 
Kiddush and Havdalah.

Of course, Judaism proclaims the omnipres-
ence of divinity, as in Psalm 139, but there are 
times and places when the encounter of hu-
mans with divine is especially intense.  There 
are sacred times and places.  And among them 
is the community at prayer, which is what is 

being pointed to here.  The possibility always 
exists for an individual or a group to reach out 
in prayer at any time and in any place.  But the 
centering of prayer in a special time and place, 
the Synagogue for example, at the times of 
the statutory services, is essential for ordinary 
human beings who are not spiritual geniuses.  
The presence of the God being sought at 
that time and in that place must be specially 
and specifically   marked.  The Jewish way 
is the symbol of “aron ha kodesh” and “ner 
tamid”, raising the ordinary worshipper to 
the possibility of breaking out of the bonds of 
finiteness in reaching out to encounter infinity.  
Where people have come together in com-
munity through the generations to experience 
God it is useful to mark that space as sacred.  
Else, like Jacob, we can encounter the Other 
and be unaware of what is happening to us 
(Gn.28:16).  We need to mark out a special 
place and time and space so that we can truly 
know: How numinous is this place!  This is 
surely the house of God and the doorway to 
eternity! (Gn.28:17)

My Rabbi is coming to Saskatoon!
Oct. 30 - Nov. 2 and Nov. 6-9
The Refinery Arts & Spirit Centre

609 Dufferin Avenue, Saskatoon, SK, Canada
(between 11th and 12th - 1 block off Broadway Ave.)

“This is an exceptionally well written piece that is exceptionally well performed.
- Edinburgh Fringe Review

Kelly and Bernbaum make an amiable double act in this solid production. -The 
Stage UK

Following a successful world premiere performance at the Edinburgh Festival, 
Sum Theatre production of My Rabbi tours to Victoria and Vancouver, before 
coming home to Saskatoon.

A Jew and Muslim walk into a bar, written by and starring best friends Kayvon 
Kelly and Joel Bernbaum, My Rabbi is a comedic drama about two Canadians 
who go on spiritual journeys that change their lives forever. It is a thought-
provoking story about the lines between faith and friendship.
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My son, backpack-
ing through Europe, 
spent time in Berlin.  
I have come to believe 
that there is no better 
country  for a Jewish 

person to support through tourism than Ger-
many.  In Germany it’s  a crime to deny the 
Holocaust, wear any markings of it, or affiliate 
with a Nazi party.  Berlin’s Holocaust memori-
als and museums proliferate the city.   When I 
recently visited,  I  felt somewhat  apologetic 
for the sheer volume of reminders to the locals 
of the atrocities committed by some of their 
grandparents and great-grandparents.

Despite that, in alarming counter-point, 
while my son was recovering from the flu 
in his hostel in Berlin,  his buddy happened 
upon a rally.   This “Anti-Israel” rally wasn’t 
a demonstration for peace, or a plea to stop 
the devastating loss of life in Gaza.   It had 
degenerated into a hate rally.   References to 
Hitler’s unfinished work were chanted, the 
word “Jew” was used in place of “Israeli” 
and there was no effort to hide the raw hatred 
from under the veil of political criticism.  This 
was a terrifying spectacle for my son’s friend.  

We have seen this new racism emerge, 
and it is wreaking havoc all over the world.  
Radical fundamentalism is finding a safe 
haven under the tent of pro Palestinian af-
filiation. Where does a racist who hates Jews 
hide more effectively than in the camp that is 
most critical of the Jewish homeland.  This 
muddies genuine advocacy and diminishes 
the legitimate campaign for the rights of the 
Palestinians and the Israelis. 

It is often said that  the attack against 
Israel’s politics is the newly recycled anti-
Semitism.  That is not the case.  There are two 
factions: a credible political opposition, and 
a hiding place for pure racism.  It’s wrong to 
suggest that it is anti Semitic to criticize Israel. 

There needs be a safe place for Pro Israel and 
Pro Palestinian advocates to come together as 
human right’s champions to agree, disagree 
and engage in healthy compromise.    But this 
debate is undermined by the racist minority 
whose mission is about anything but politics 
or human rights.  

This climate of racism is not reserved for 
Jews alone.  It has expanded and created fur-
tive ground for distrust and dislike of the Mus-
lim community.  This  alarming emergence 
cannot go ignored.  This battle is less and 
less engaged in true human rights and more  
interested in using the plight of the innocent 
and the victims on both sides as fodder and 
a facade for hate.   This is more than a trend, 
it’s a cancer;  and it’s metastasizing.    This 
new war is distracting and blurring the real 
fight for land and self-determination.   The 
end game is unimaginable.  

 This operation is campaigned through so-
cial media and lived out in rallies, demonstra-
tions and violent outbursts.  Obviously most 
of what we post and read isn’t  racist, but it’s 
providing the fuel for these fires.   Follow a 
Facebook story and watch a healthy robust 
debate degenerate into racial slurs and degen-
erative language.

I have no answers to this emerging reality, 
but I do know that  I’m growing uncomfort-
able  with all the “facts”; pieces of truths have 
been manipulated into weapons.   

We all use facts.  They are the  essential  
framework for any substantive discussion, but 
they are all but losing their  moral clarity in 
this back and forth explosive dialogue.

I have piles of facts quantifying world-wide 
terror statistics, emerging Nazi parties and 
the rapid increase of radical communities.    I 
see the very same statistics re-formatted to 
identify freedom fighters and emerging new 
political voices. 

Facts quantify the  growing numbers  of 

women, babies and  civilians dying in Gaza, 
along side the thousands of documented 
rocket attacks from Gaza to Israel in times 
of peace.  Two exact charts of numbers are 
used in  antithetical arguments and lead to 
depending divides and growing hatred.  Facts 
and counter facts identify who is a soldier and 
who is a civilian, whether tunnels are for harm 
or aid, and exactly when does self protection 
become oppression.  

We quote and re-frame facts ad infinitum 
supplied by the UN, Al Jazeera,  Hamas, 
Palestinian  Authority, Israeli Defence Force, 
Sun News, CBC, CNN,  or any other “expert” 
source.  

I’m dizzy with facts.  Exhausted. Demoral-
ized; and terrified  by the way these facts are 
blowing up friendships, and communities and 
possibilities.

What I know is that hate is on the rise. I 
don’t know this from facts, I know if from 
my son and his friend in Berlin.  I know this 
from my aunt and uncle in Budapest and I 
know this from my friends in Toronto.  My 
Muslim friend’s business was the target of a 
hate crime,  and so was my synagogue.

We can’t dismiss the facts and the statis-
tics,  but we need  to put them all in a heap, 
filter them, and see beyond to the people, the 
lives,  and the human stories that have been 
reduced to statics that may be used as fodder 
for racism.   

When we look beyond, to both the individu-
als and our global  humanity,  maybe then we 
can really start a conversation.    We can volley 
statistics and facts to inflame a world where 
hate is an emerging reality,  or we can try a 
new approach.  I don’t have any answers but 
I’m growing weary from the battle.  The fact 
is, something needs to change.

Editor’s Note: Heather is on the Board of 
CIJA. 

 

The Facts and Anything but the Facts
by Heather Fenyes
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This Psalm is used for 
many types of occasions 
with many kinds of in-
terpretations given for 
the various verses.  It is 
used a lot at funerals to 
try and convey that the 
deceased has followed 

the Lord and not to be afraid of death, that 
He will lead the deceased to a better place. It 
also used when people are in a rough spot in 
life and need to find some comfort that God 
is still in their life.

As the title of the article shows this Mizmor 
also has a very different meaning and through 
it we gain an insight into King David’s rela-
tionship with God.

Part 1
Mizmor by David
The Lord is My Shepherd, I shall not want.
He gives me repose in green meadows.
He leads me beside still waters to revive 

my spirit.

Psalm 23     A Shepherds Tale
by Dale Sands

The first three verses show us that David 
is looking back into his early life and seeing 
Hashem as his Shepherd and that he will lack for 
nothing.                                                                                                                                         

He finds that God brings him to lush pas-
tures in the mornings and evenings when the 
air is pleasant.

In verse two he says God brings him to 
shelters to rest near grassy meadows in the 
heat of the day.

David finds that he is led to still waters 
when he is thirsty instead of the rushing waters 
of a large stream or river.

Part 2
In the middle part of the Psalm, David 

has moved from being a boy with only the 
responsibilities of a shepherd to being King 
with many enemies and foreign affairs to 
conduct.  He personally thanks Hashem for his 
not being lead into sinful and self-destructive 
behaviour. He also is thanking Hashem for 
his guidance through this more complex time 
in his life.

He guides me on the right path, for that is 

his nature.
Though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death,
I fear no harm, for You are with me.
Your staff and Your rod comfort me.

Part 3
In the last two segments of this Psalm we 

see David being very humble and acting as 
a shepherd again. He is thanking Hashem 
for the blessings of success even though he 
never sought to gain the crown through willful 
pursuit. He is repeating the plea that he will 
act righteously in all his dealings and asking 
for spiritual serenity as in his youth. 

You prepare a banquet for me in the pres-
ence of my foes

You anoint my head with oil; my cup 
overflows

Surely goodness and kindness shall be my 
portion all the days of my life.

And I shall dwell in the House of the Lord 
forever.

My mother, Edna 
Yates, died on Au-
gust 8th at the age 
of 101.

Up until the last 
8 months, she was 
in quite good health 

and in 2013 we celebrated and she was able 
to enjoy her 100th birthday, with several par-
ties, with family, her “senior” friends (most 
of them quite a bit younger than her) and a tea 
party with the mayor at the town hall.  

Over the years, we had our “differences” but 
during the last few years were able to relax 
and enjoy each other’s company.

I thought I’d look up some pertinent quotes 

My Mother
by Patricia Pavey

about mothers and include some here:

“A mother understands what her child does 
not say.” - Mordkhe Gebirtig
“The more a daughter knows the details 
of her mother’s life [...] the stronger the 
daughter.”  
― Anita Diamant, The Red Tent
My mother had a great deal of trouble with 
me, but I think she enjoyed it. - Mark Twain 
Q: “How many Jewish Mothers does it take 
to change a light-bulb?”  
A: None: “It’s okay, I will sit here in the 
dark...”

“Our mothers always remain the strangest, 
craziest people we’ve ever met.”  
― Marguerite Duras
“When your mother asks, “Do you want 
a piece of advice?” it’s a mere formality. 
It doesn’t matter if you answer yes or no. 
You’re going to get it anyway.”  
― Erma Bombeck
“My mother’s menu consisted of two 
choices: Take it or leave it.”  
― Buddy Hackett
“You just stood up to your mother.... I 
should think now you could take on the 
world.”  
― Elizabeth Strout, Abide with Me
“It takes a female to have a baby, 
It takes a woman to raise a child, 
It takes a mother to raise them correctly, 
It takes a warrior to show them how to 
change the world.”  
― Shannon L. Alder
“But behind all your stories is always your 
mother’s story, because hers is where yours 
begins.”  
― Mitch Albom, For One More Day
“Who but my mother held those small 
pieces of my childhood? Where would they 
go when she was gone?”  
― Lorna Crozier, Small Beneath the Sky: A 
Prairie Memoir

Quality Memorials
approved for 

Agudas Cemetery
210B - 33rd Street East
Saskatoon, SK  S7K 0S3

306-652-5363
www.remco-memorials.ca
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People are getting killed because of their 
beliefs. Jews have a duty to speak up.

Why is the world silent while Christians 
are being slaughtered in the Middle East and 
Africa? In Europe and in the United States, 
we have witnessed demonstrations over the 
tragic deaths of Palestinians who have been 
used as human shields by Hamas, the terrorist 
organization that controls Gaza. The United 
Nations has held inquiries and focuses its 
anger on Israel for defending itself against that 
same terrorist organization. But the barbarous 
slaughter of thousands upon thousands of 
Christians is met with relative indifference.

The Middle East and parts of central Africa 
are losing entire Christian communities that 
have lived in peace for centuries. The terrorist 
group Boko Haram has kidnapped and killed 
hundreds of Christians this year — ravaging 
the predominantly Christian town of Gwoza, 
in Borno State in northeastern Nigeria, two 
weeks ago. Half a million Christian Arabs 
have been driven out of Syria during the three-
plus years of civil war there. Christians have 
been persecuted and killed in countries from 
Lebanon to Sudan.

Historians may look back at this period and 
wonder if people had lost their bearings. Few 
reporters have traveled to Iraq to bear witness 
to the Nazi-like wave of terror that is rolling 
across that country. The United Nations has 
been mostly mum. World leaders seem to be 
consumed with other matters in this strange 
summer of 2014. There are no flotillas trave-
ling to Syria or Iraq. And the beautiful celebri-

Who Will Stand Up for the Christians? 
by Ronald S. Lauder  Aug. 19, 2014

ties and aging rock stars — why doesn’t the 
slaughter of Christians seem to activate their 
social antennas?

President Obama should be commended for 
ordering airstrikes to save tens of thousands 
of Yazidis, who follow an ancient religion and 
have been stranded on a mountain in northern 
Iraq, besieged by Sunni Muslim militants. But 
sadly, airstrikes alone are not enough to stop 
this grotesque wave of terrorism.

The Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS) 
is not a loose coalition of jihadist groups, but 
a real military force that has managed to take 
over much of Iraq with a successful business 
model that rivals its coldblooded spearhead 
of death. It uses money from banks and gold 
shops it has captured, along with control of 
oil resources and old-fashioned extortion, to 
finance its killing machine, making it perhaps 
the wealthiest Islamist terrorist group in the 
world. But where it truly excels is in its car-
nage, rivaling the death orgies of the Middle 
Ages. It has ruthlessly targeted Shiites, Kurds 
and Christians.

“They actually beheaded children and put 
their heads on a stick” a Chaldean-American 
businessman named Mark Arabo told CNN, 
describing a scene in a Mosul park. “More 
children are getting beheaded, mothers are 
getting raped and killed, and fathers are be-
ing hung.”

This week, 200,000 Aramaeans fled their 
ancestral homeland around Nineveh, having 
already escaped Mosul.

The general indifference to ISIS, with its 

mass executions of Christians and its deadly 
preoccupation with Israel, isn’t just wrong; 
it’s obscene.

In a speech before thousands of Christians 
in Budapest in June, I made a solemn promise 
that just as I will not be silent in the face of the 
growing threat of anti-Semitism in Europe and 
in the Middle East, I will not be indifferent to 
Christian suffering. Historically, it has almost 
always been the other way around: Jews have 
all too often been the persecuted minority. But 
Israel has been among the first countries to 
aid Christians in South Sudan. Christians can 
openly practice their religion in Israel, unlike 
in much of the Middle East.

This bond between Jews and Christians 
makes complete sense. We share much more 
than most religions. We read the same Bible, 
and share a moral and ethical core. Now, sadly, 
we share a kind of suffering: Christians are 
dying because of their beliefs, because they 
are defenseless and because the world is indif-
ferent to their suffering.

Good people must join together and stop 
this revolting wave of violence. It’s not as if 
we are powerless. I write this as a citizen of 
the strongest military power on earth. I write 
this as a Jewish leader who cares about my 
Christian brothers and sisters.

The Jewish people understand all too well 
what can happen when the world is silent. This 
campaign of death must be stopped.

Ronald S. Lauder is the President of the World 
Jewish Congress.

Summer holidays are usually fun filled 
and carefree days for most kids. Usually, 
our children in the moadoniot enjoy a three 
week day camp where 
the activities include 
day trips to the local 
swimming pool, the 
cinema, nature hikes, 
the children’s museum 
and the Rishon LeZion 
amusement park. 

This year, due to the 
war, it was necessary 
to adapt the program 
to the guidelines of 
the Civil Guard. This 
meant ensuring that 
all activities were held 
in places with immediate access to a bomb 
shelter. Our amazing staff of counselors and 
volunteers quickly adapted to the situation, 
bringing lots of new activities much to the de-

Summer Update from the Nes ziona Moadoniot
by Patsy Landa, Moadoniot Volunteer

light of the children. Needless to say, although 
the camps were great, the children and their 
parents often didn’t have the tools to han-

dle the emotion-
al effects of the 
unstable security 
situation. We had 
daily air raid si-
rens and  many in-
stances of Hamas 
rockets shot down 
over and around 
Nes Ziona by the 
Israeli military 
Iron Dome sys-
tem.  The coun-
selors spoke with 
the children about 

the security situation, helping them  express 
their fears and the anxiety that everyone felt.  
Those children whose parents declined to send  
them to the camp out of concern for  their 

safety, often needed special visits from the 
counselors and the volunteers. Social workers 
made home visits upon the recommendation 
of the counselors. Those parents active in the 
parenting classes felt best equipped to handle 
their children’s fears.

All in all, the children felt protected and en-
joyed their activities and are looking forward 
to the coming school year and their afternoon 
moadoniot , in the usual program routine.

Amutat Alma is extremely grateful to the 
Saskatoon Jewish community for it’s continu-
ing support. Steven Goluboff’s visit to the 
Neve Yehuda moadoniot and instant rapport 
with the girls was memorable for everyone. 
It’s so wonderful to meet the people who are 
otherwise only superficially connected.

Editor’s Note: The Saskatoon UIA Campaign 
makes a special donation to the Nes Ziona 
Moadiniot project. 

Reprinted from

Patsy Landa (on left) 
with Volunteers
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review the history of the Gerry Rose Volunteer 
Award.

Gerry was my husband, and a great supporter 
of the Jewish community.  He was born, raised, 
educated, married and had children here in 
Saskatoon.  Right after graduating from the 
University of Saskatchewan with a degree in 
chemistry, he joined the Canadian Army, eager 
to fight the Nazis, as did all the Jewish boys 
of the day.  He served in the Signal Corps and 
came home to work in the family dry cleaning 
and fur business.  Arthur Rose Ltd. Is still in 
existence on 4th Avenue, although no longer 
owned by our family.  It celebrated its 100th 
anniversary last year, and continues to honour 
our good family name and reputation. 

Gerry was a past President of B’nai B’rith 
Lodge #739, a recipient of the “We Are Proud 
of You Award” and in 1998 learned that he had 
been awarded the Order of Canada, which is 
the highest civilian award in the country.  The 
award recognized his many contributions as 
a volunteer.

Fifteen years ago, Bnai B’rith established 
this event. In the early years, the name of the 
Award recipient was kept a secret, and only di-
vulged at the dinner, but sometimes that meant 
that family and friends of the honouree did not 
have enough time to plan their attendance, so 
secretiveness became a thing of the past.

Tonight we are here to honour and recognize 
Arnie Shaw – thirteen years after his wife, 
Linda, was similarly honoured.  And what 
a pleasure it is for me to tell you something 
about Arnie.  First of all, to tell you that Linda 
claims her major contribution to the Jewish 
community and to Jewish continuity was to 
“import” Arnie from Edmonton.

Arnie was extremely active in his days 
in Alberta, in BBYO.  In fact, he and Linda 
met during a BBYO convention.  His under-
graduate work was at the U. of Alberta, but he 
earned a Bachelor of Accounting degree from 
the College of Commerce here in Saskatoon 
and later became a Chartered Accountant.  His 
professional life led straight to an interest and 
expertise in the world of business.  Centennial 
Plumbing is where Arnie put all his experience 
together, and where he continues to thrive.  

On this Saskatoon journey, the late good 
friend of mine, Arnold Golumbia, was a mentor 
and friend of Arnie’s, guiding him profession-
ally and personally.  Besides wife Linda, Ar-
nold was largely responsible for Arnie’s Jewish 
community involvement.  Steven Goluboff 
reminded me that like Gerry Rose, about the 
only job he never held was that of President.

Arnie prepared and presented the com-
munity’s financial statements for many, many 
years, and served on the Board of Trustees 
for an equally long time, including chairing 
the synagogue’s Ritual Committee when 
the Congregation became egalitarian.  The 
Saskatoon Jewish Foundation, one of what I 
like to call Gerry’s babies, today has Arnie’s 
competent and steady hand, continuing its 

important work.  
I have you as a captive audience and partly 

because of Arnie’s deep devotion to the State of 
Israel, and partly because of Grace Goluboff’s 
devotion to Hadassah, I want to take advantage 
of this opportunity to inject a message.  Back 
in 2010 I also seized the moment and here is 
what I said then, in part.

What a country Israel is!  What magnificent 
achievements in a short time.  I was only 22 
years old when the State of Israel was declared, 
so of course I can never take its existence for 
granted.  For many of you, Israel has always 
been there, but not for my generation.  And 
so we tremble for her and fear for the future.  
Do not allow those who advocate boycotts 
and divestments, who back the odious Israel 
Apartheid Week on dozens of university cam-
puses, to gain the upper hand.  The world needs 
to be reminded that the General Assembly of 
the United Nations voted in 1947 to replace 
the Palestine Mandate with two independent 
sovereign states, one Jewish and one Arab.  The 
Arabs rejected any Jewish state in their midst.  
And they continue to reject it to this day.  

Please allow me to say a few more words 
about the enormity of the delegitimization 
threat.  It is a continuing public campaign to 
portray Israel as a racist state and as a serial 
violator of international law, with no right to be 
heard and no right to exist.  This strategy is not 
new, but it is growing more insistent, and the 
danger is that if it is allowed to go unchecked 
it might achieve a critical mass that could seri-
ously jeopardize Israel’s existence as the state 
of the Jewish people.  

I am so sorry that this message is still nec-
essary today. And today’s situation has added 
dangers:  the shadow of Iran and the rise of 
anti-Semitism, particularly in Europe.  This 
new anti-Semitism shows itself as the hatred 
of the Jewish sovereign state, but its aim is the 
same as that of its predecessors.  

Last month the Anti-Defamation League 
released its most recent and most extensive 
survey ever on anti-Semitism.  It is sobering, 
to say the least, to learn that about a quarter of 
the world’s population believes that a number 
of negative statements about Jews are prob-
ably true. 

I also recently watched a video by Rabbi 
Lord Jonathan Sacks, whom I greatly admire.  
He asked, as do I, “What can we do? We need 
to make friends and allies.  We cannot fight 
anti-Semitism alone and we need to speak of it 
in a new way.  Anti-Semitism begins with Jews, 
but does not end with Jews.  Anti-Semitism is 
a crime against humanity.  It is our Christian 
friends who are the new Middle East victims 
and we must join in the fight for Christian 
rights.”

I urge all of you to understand the issues and 
become advocates for Israel and humanity.

But we are here to honour Arnie.  Arnie was 
a skillful chair and preceded Steven Goluboff 
as Chair for the United Jewish Appeal.  And 
he has also made an important contribution on 
the national Board of UJA Federations.  He has 
also served as President of the Saskatchewan 
Jewish Council since its inception.  His hard 
work behind the scenes has also been of huge 
importance to the success of the fundraising 
Silver Spoon and Silver Plate dinners.

Let me get close up and personal.  Arnie is a 
mensch.  I have watched him as a devoted son-
in-law to the late Sid and Clarice Buckwold, 
his kindness to everyone, his welcoming of me 
as a frequent houseguest, his love and concern 
for his family.  Not easy to deserve all these 
attributes, but Arnie is an admirable person in 
every way.  Did I say that he manages to get me 
a bridge game on most visits?  If only I played 
golf, he’d manage that, too!

Arnie and Linda have three children:  Re-
becca, married to Steven Simpson; Robin, 
married to Bryce Sasko and Michael.  And 
what about those wonderful grandchildren, 
Noah, Adam, Gavin, Clarice, Arden and Eli?  
They are his pride and joy.

One additional note.  Here is what I prepared 
for this speech: Back in the day, Arnie often 
filled in as the leader of the Friday evening 
services and I would not have been surprised if 
he had done so earlier this evening! Well, thank 
you Arnie for having done so this evening.

So, let me call on Arnie – and present him 
with this meaningful award.  Don’t ever stop!  
We truly appreciate and love you.  Here’s wish-
ing you a wonderful summer at Candle Lake 
with many more to come.  Mazel Tov!

Arnie Shaw... from page 1
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tion? These are important questions that 
require an answer. They won’t be answered 
by themselves.

There is a passage in the Torah that shows 
us the importance of this task. When Pharaoh 
was upset because Moses insisted in liberating 
the slaves, he reacted in a very interesting way. 
He tried to stop any attempt of revolution as-
signing even more work to the Hebrew slaves: 
“Let the work be heavier upon the men and 
let them engage in it, and let them not pay 
attention to false words”. Hard work keeps 
us busy, without paying attention to what is 
really important.

But how did Moses react? He demanded: 
“Let us now go for a three day journey in the 
dessert and we will bring offerings to God”. 
While Pharaoh wanted the slaves to have 
their minds busy so they won’t think about 
freedom, Moses realized that three meaning-
ful days of prayers could change their lives 
forever. Many years after, we Jews still have 
our “three day journey”, three days that make 
us to stop our daily obligations, work on 
spirituality, sharpen ourselves and nourish 
our souls. Those days are the Yamim Noraim: 
Two days of Rosh Hashanah and the day of 
Yom Kippur.

In a couple of weeks the doors of our Sanc-

My first real memo-
ries of Israel date to the 
Six Day War and the 
shockwaves that an im-
minent threat to Israel’s 
existence sent through-
out the Canadian Jewish 

community. As I reflect on those tenuous days 
in 1967, I cannot help but be saddened by the 
fact that our children have just borne witness 
to their own generational war in Gaza. 

For countless young Jewish Canadians, 
the connection to Operation Protective Edge 
is both instant and palpable. Email, Skype, 
Facebook, and Twitter provide real-time 
updates and images from friends and family 
in Israel. That I was able to Tweet a photo of 
my nephew, Yaron – a Paratrooper in Gaza, 
just goes to show how the pen-pal era has 
been replaced with complex, far-reaching, 
and fast-moving social media communica-
tions. Implications for pro-Israel advocates 
are significant.

Throughout the summer, the Centre for 
Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA) has been 
extremely active in explaining to our fellow 
Canadians – via social media and other means 
– the reasons for Israel’s operation against 
Hamas. This has entailed activities across 

the country: engaging traditional media, pro-
viding daily written briefings to every MP, 
mobilizing allies in other faith communities, 
creating and sharing compelling infographics 
online, and hosting a parliamentary solidarity 
mission to Israel – to highlight a few. 

Perhaps most important, we have made an 
effort to engage members of the community 
to take an active advocacy role during this 
difficult time. Many have answered their need 
to take meaningful action through the simple 
but powerful act of conversing. Our 4 Ques-
tions: Speaking with Canadians about Israel 
campaign may prove a successful model for 
grassroots mobilization. 

By challenging our grassroots to engage 
four friends in four days while providing clear 
and reasonable information on the four most 
difficult questions surrounding the conflict, 
CIJA tapped into a communal desire to take 
action. In a matter of days, the campaign 
earned more than 5,000 “Likes” online. This 
is in addition to the abundance of emails sent 
to parliamentarians from all parties by Jew-
ish (and non-Jewish) pro-Israel Canadians 
activated through email action alerts.

It is crucial that we build on this collective 
momentum in the coming weeks and months. 
Redeployment of Israeli troops out of Gaza 

following the destruction of Hamas’ attack 
tunnels is a source of relief for all with family 
serving in the IDF or living in southern Israel. 
De-escalation, however, will not mean an end 
to advocacy challenges stemming from recent 
hostilities.

Working with our Local Partners nationally, 
CIJA will be launching various initiatives to 
further engage the grassroots in the effort to 
express solidarity with Israelis and strengthen 
support for Israel in Canada. Whether your 
interest is in contacting your local MP, writing 
a letter to the editor, or BUYcotting Israeli 
products targeted for boycott, now is the time 
for action – and I urge you to contact us for 
more details at advocacy@cija.ca.

More importantly, and in the spirit of 
“crowd-sourcing,” I encourage you to let 
us know if you have an idea for a pro-Israel 
advocacy initiative to unite the community, 
inspire grassroots action, and build support 
for the Jewish state among our non-Jewish 
neighbours. Indeed, the tumultuous events 
of recent weeks should serve to ignite our 
passion for Israel and reaffirm the indivis-
ible bond between the Jewish people and the 
world’s only Jewish state.

CIJA: Recent Conflict Calls for Redoubled Advocacy
by Shimon Koffler Fogel, CEO of the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA),  
the advocacy agent of the Jewish Federations of Canada

tuary will be open again for us to get together 
in communion. We will have one more time 
the possibility of celebrating together the 
coming of the New Year and this amazing and 
challenging process we call “T’shuva” – the 
quest for spiritual growth. 

I want to invite everyone to come and at-
tend services in our congregation. Let’s get 
together and contribute to the prayers with 
our own Kavannah - the proper intention for 
a spontaneous and meaningful prayer. Let’s 
welcome a New Year in our calendar hoping 
together for a renewed and blessed time for the 
Jewish People and for humanity. After a very 
difficult year for the State of Israel, let’s gather 
as a unified community with a renewed com-
mitment to reflect on the shared challenges of 
the present, and to celebrate the hope for new 
opportunities and prosperous future times.

May the New Year of 5774 be one of bless-
ing, happiness and health for every one of us 
and our families.  

L’shana Tova!
Rabbi Claudio

Editorial... from page 3

and engage those who have not yet contrib-
uted. We already have a tangible connection 
to a small project in Nes Ziona and you can 
read about that with an update from our own 
Patsy ( Buckwold) Landa in this issue. I look 
forward to the leadership in our UIA Youth 
Division, led by Kevin Sharfe ,Matthew 
Ditlove and hopefully others. And yet again, 
we welcome our new Shlichim Itai Bar and 
Lori Goldstein. Join us on September 5th for 
a community Shabbat Barbecue and Service. 

Finally, from a personal note, as you all 
know my family lost a mother, grandmother 
and great grandmother recently. She was not 
only dedicated to us as a family, but was pas-
sionate about her love for our community, 
Hadassah-Wizo and the State of Israel. In 
fact, my parents were one of the first couples 
to visit Israel from Saskatoon as it emerged as 
an infant state. Our family would like to thank 
everyone for their support, love and donations 
in Grace’s name. But as the circle of life goes 
on we were blessed only one month later by 
the birth of Goldie Grace. She will embody 
our hope for the future along with the many 
other children who are rapidly and thankfully 
appearing in our midst. On behalf of Leila, 
myself, and our family, we wish you all a 
healthy and happy New Year. 
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 It is no overstatement 
that most every member 
of your Jewish com-

munity has strong opinions and firm feelings 
about this summer’s conflict between Israel 
and Hamas. The loss of life, damage and 
destruction, and constant threat of escalation 
of violence has been tragic.  Many in the 
Canadian Jewish community responded by 
donating to the Israel Emergency Campaign, 
created by the end of the first week of Opera-
tion Protective Edge.

At the moment of this writing Canadian 
Jewish communities have raised nearly $8 
million in aid for Israelis during the conflict.  
Canadian dollars were some of the first to be 
sent to Israel, having been allocated to Israeli 
communities in southern Israel affected by 
the ongoing crisis. Funds have been directed 
to: community outreach; communications; 
infrastructure, youth and family programs; 

The ‘New” Crisis 
Management in Israel

by Daniel Stern, Campaign Director and Director of Regional Community Services, 
Jewish Federations Canada – UIA

security patrol and equipment; and emergency 
preparedness programs. 

This support has provided respite for 
children living in areas under fire, aid for 
hundreds of family members who have experi-
enced terror attacks, vital assistance to elderly 
and vulnerable populations who cannot make 
their own way to shelters, and trauma relief to 
individuals and entire communities.

Jewish Federations of Canada – UIA has 
been effective in giving aid during this crisis 
not because it began working when the con-
flict started, but because we have been work-
ing in Israeli communities for decades prior.  
The annual campaign to which so many of 
you donate generously not only makes Jew-
ish communal life in Saskatoon possible, and 
supports national Jewish identity programs 
across Canada; it also strengthens peripheral 
communities in Israel, many of which are in 
direct line of fire from Hamas missiles and 

mortars.  Our work in Israel has invested in 
these communities and their citizens for over 
40 years, working with the Jewish Agency to 
aid Israeli society’s most vulnerable inhabit-
ants.  It is this long relationship that enables us 
to make as big a difference as possible during 
these times of crises.

As we enter the High Holidays we turn our 
thoughts and prayers to the Jewish people, 
our communities, our families and loved ones 
and then ourselves. We ask what we can do 
to make the world a better place.  Help join 
us in making Israel a better place.  This year 
when you make your campaign gift, know 
that not only are you supporting Jewish life 
in Saskatoon and Canada, but you are part of 
a support network that is changing the lives 
of Israelis in crises and need.

G’mar Chatima Tova and Chag Sameach.

From Our Tel Aviv Desk
by Lior Bachar - (former Shlichut)

I’ll take my chances and start writing this 
article without having the faintest idea what 
will happen between now and publication. I’m 
about to write about a war that hasn’t really 
come to a stalemate, not even a cease fire. 
Who knows if it ever will? 

 What does this war look like from 
the perspective of an average Israeli, living 
just north of the rocket range (though we 
were aimed at a few times)? First of all, I was 
pretty lucky this time.  My girls did have to 
practice running to the shelter in their sum-
mer school and kindergarten and to make sure 
every evening that I locked the metal window 
of our secured room before going to sleep.  
They heard the news, they feared leaving 
our neighbourhood (mostly Naomi, my nine 
year-old, - Alma, my six year-old didn’t really 
feel that way).  Yet this hardly compares to 
what all citizens living south of us are going 
through. All those living in the towns south 
of Tel Aviv, have only moments to run to their 
shelters (we have 90 seconds). Those living 
even closer to Gaza are also shelled without 
notice and live in complete despair of being 
the victims of a Hamas raid from a tunnel.

And of course, there are the Palestinian 
citizens in Gaza. Before I dive deeper into 
the conflict, I would like to make it clear that 
I obviously know they are the ones who are 
suffering the most from this conflict. There 

are no doubts about the facts:   they are losing 
hundreds of lives, even more wounded, and 
their homes are destroyed in the thousands. 
These are the facts regardless of your politi-
cal perspective.  

There are so many questions to be asked, 
historical and moral ones, questions of justice, 
philosophy and more. I don’t presume to have 
all the answers, and even if I did, it would 
extend far beyond the scope of this article.  I 
will try to reflect on some of the issues, as I 
experience them.

It is important to assess what preceded this 
round of violence, but let’s have a look at what 
happened this time around. One might say that 
you can choose, depending on your perspec-
tive and political views, at what point in time 
to begin. I think the background of the failure 
of the latest round of talks is important. The 
kidnapping and murder of the three teenag-
ers was definitely a trigger. The widespread 
operation to find and release the boys was 
also aimed at Hamas’ personnel in the West 
Bank. Homes were raided, Hamas members, 
some of whom were released in exchange 
for Gilad Shalit were recaptured and their 
infrastructure was also damaged. Israel saw 
Hamas responsible, even if not directly send 
orders, for the boys’ abduction and fate. Paral-
lel to the search, the relation between Jews and 
Arabs inside Israel, all of whom are citizens 

has deteriorated to an 
all-time low. Conse-
quently, this led to the 
appalling murder of a 
young Palestinian boy 
after the three bodies 
of the abducted teenagers were found.

Hamas began to respond by firing rockets; 
a few every now and then.  Israel retaliated 
by attacking rocket launchers, other weapons 
and militants in Gaza. Then, all hell broke 
loose. I must admit that PM Netanyahu and 
his cabinet were very careful and calculated 
by trying not to play to Hamas’ provocation 
and publicly stated that they would not esca-
late things as long as the rockets would not 
be fired. But after a few days, there was no 
other way. Then, after a couple of weeks, there 
were no alternatives beyond the systematic 
search and destruction of the tunnels.  Israeli 
accepted the first cease fire which questions 
the policy behind this decision. If the cabinet 
knew about the tunnels (they must have, the 
IDF knew where most of them began), how 
did they decide to cease fire and leave all the 
Israeli citizens around Gaza so vulnerable? 
Or did they know Hamas would not accept 
the cease fire?

The idea of starting to take control of the 

continued on page 17



16

This page is sponsored by Effie (Brook) & Harry Gordon of Vancouver

TO GREETING FROM   
SaSkatoon JewiSh Foundation

Grant Scharfstein In honour of your 60th birthday Joe, Karen & Katie  
  Dawson 
The Goluboff family In memory of Grace Goluboff The Bernbaum Family  
     

elaine & Sherwood SharFe Cantorial Fund
Arnie Shaw Mazel Tov on receiving the B’nai  
 Brith Gerry Rose Volunteer Award Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Goluboff Family With condolences on the loss of  
 Grace Goluboff Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Heather Fenyes In honour of your 50th birthday Lesley-Ann Crone  
  & Alan Rosenberg 
Heather Fenyes In honour of your 50th birthday Joe, Karen &  
  Katie Dawson 
Elliott Berman Get well wishes Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Dale Sands Condolences on the death  
 of your father Elaine & Sherry Sharfe
Rabbi Claudio Jodorkovsky - Happy “Special” Birthday Elaine & Sherry Sharfe

nate & GraCe GoluboFF Fund
Alan Goluboff In memory of Grace Goluboff Directors Guild  
  of Canada - Ontario
Alan Goluboff In memory of Grace Goluboff Directors Guild of Canada
Alan Goluboff In memory of Grace Goluboff Barry Kuretzky  
  & George Vassos
Goluboff Family In memory of Grace Goluboff 

Mona & David Rich
Dan Stern & Melanie Segal 
Lesley-Ann Crone & Alan Rosenberg
Kayla Hock 
Pauline Laimon, Cam & Sherry King
Ted & Freda Korber
Arlene Gladstone
Bill & Helene Skolnik
Effie Brook & Family & Harry Gordon
Steve & Louise Cohen 
Jennie & Michelle Bobowsky 
Leona Wasserman  

Mark, Wendy, Matt, Jacob,  
Dennis & Nancy Ditlove
Darryl & Anne Nordstrom 
Betty-Ann & Wade Heggie
John & Annmarie Hillson
David & Elaine Hnatyshyn
Joe, Karen & Katie Dawson
Gunhild Pedersen
Cindy Hanna
 Anne Shechtman & Family

Grant Scharfstein In honour of your 60th birthday The Goluboff Family  

Congregation Agudas In memory of Grace Goluboff Steven, Leila, Sarah  
Israel Major Gift  & Shaina Goluboff
Category In memory of Grace Goluboff Richard, Georgina, Daniel,  
  Michael & Adam Goluboff
 In memory of Grace Goluboff Alan, Linda & Sam Goluboff

The Saskatoon Jewish Foundation
gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:

Your contribution, sent to: Saskatoon Jewish Foundation 
Congregation Agudas Israel, 715 McKinnon Avenue, Saskatoon 

S7H 2G2 will be gratefully received andfaithfully applied.

Sid & ClariCe buCkwold Fund
Arnie Shaw Mazel Tov on receiving the B’nai Brith 
 Gerry Rose Volunteer Award Lesley-Ann Crone  
  & Alan Rosenberg  

avivi YounG ShliChim Fund
Heather Fenyes In honour of your 50th birthday June Avivi
Steven Goluboff Family In memory of Grace Goluboff June Avivi
Grant Scharfstein In honour of your 60th birthday June Avivi
Arnie Shaw Mazel Tov on receiving the B’nai Brith  
 Gerry Rose Volunteer Award June Avivi
Sheila Bermack Mazel Tov on your 85th birthday June Avivi

GladYS & GerrY roSe Fund
 In memory of Gerry Rose Les Klein & Toby Rose
 In memory of Kathryn Cooper Les Klein & Toby Rose
Stan Sinai In honour of your 70th birthday Les Klein & Toby Rose
Marjorie & Elliott Berman With sympathy on the loss of  
 your sister Glady Rose
Goluboff Family With sympathy on the loss  
 of  Lanny Goluboff Glady Rose   

SeYmour buCkwold Cultural Fund
Arnie & Linda Shaw Thank your for your hospitality, in  
 honour of your hospitality, in  
 recognition of Arnie receiving Toby Rose & Les Klein  
 the Gerry Rose volunteer Award Glady Rose

Clara Golumbia Fund
David Kaplan Congratulations on the birth of  
 your great grand-daughter Colleen & Joe Golumbia  
   of 303, 2318 James White 

Blvd  
Sidney, BC   V8L 1Z6

Errol Berenbaum Condolences on the loss of  
 your mother Colleen & Joe Golumbia
Goluboff Family Condolences of the loss of  
 Grace Goluboff Colleen & Joe Golumbia

marSha & Grant SCharFStein Children’S SCholarShip Fund
Grant Scharfstein In honour of your 60th birthday Cinday Hanna 
Grant Scharfstein In honour of your 60th birthday Lesley-Ann Crone  
  & Alan Rosenberg  
     

Slate of Officers and Trustees 2014-2015
OFFICERS
President Marsha Scharfstein
Immediate Past President Heather Fenyes
First Vice President Harold Shiffman
Second Vice President
Treasurer Grant Scharfstein
Secretary
    
STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Chevra Kadisha Lesley-Ann Crone
Hebrew School Committee Marsha Scharfstein
Financial Affairs Committee Grant Scharfstein
House Committee Steven Simpson
Synagogue Ritual Committee Heather Fenyes

SISTERHOOD
Sisterhood President Lisa Shiffman 
 Lily Pekurovski

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Holocaust Memorial Committee Jan Gitlin
Cemetery Committee Ralph Katzman
Membership Committee Harold Shiffman  
 Simonne Horwitz  
 Seth Shacter
 Perry Jacobson
 Kevin Sharfe
 Michael Scharfstein
 Matthew Ditlove



17

This page is sponsored by Alan, Linda and Sam Goluboff of Toronto

situation rather than to respond to Hamas 
every time they fired has been suggested by 
some op-eds. Others, along with populist 
politicians kept calling for all-out war on 
Gaza, “defeating” Hamas. However, that 
would come at very high costs for both sides.  
After this defeat we would wake up the day 
wondering what’s next; who will govern, 
who will reconstruct, and will another, more 
diabolical terrorist party take over making the 
situation even worse?  

If we consider the fact that we are dealing 
with an extremely ideological group that 
seems to live by a very different set of values 
than the ones we do, it seems we need to be 
ready to try things that haven’t been tried 
before. This leads me to reflect on all of 
the time we have spent without gaining any 
grounds for decades. Why is this?   Both sides 
seem unwilling to concede enough in order to 
make the last few steps towards normaliza-
tion.  “Peace” has become an almost obscene 
word here. 

We need to be more creative, this cannot be 
a zero sum game and, mostly, we mustn’t give 
up because there are no other options. Neither 
side is going to leave this place.

From Israelis, I expect more courage and 
pragmatism in understanding that the Palestin-
ians need an option for a viable nation-state 
frame. This means, necessarily, withdrawing 

from land, allowing for prosperity, hope and 
a future for the most part of the Palestinian 
population who wish to lead sane lives. Oth-
erwise we shall either continue in a state of 
war, which, as proven so far, only gets worse 
as time goes by.  Or, cease to be a democracy, 
cease to be a Jewish state, or all of the above. 
True, there are no guarantees, ever. But we 
are comparatively very well off:  militarily, 
economically, socially, and technologically.   
I believe we can handle the risks that are real 
and tangible.  

From the Palestinians they must start get-
ting their act together if they wish to govern 
a stable nation-state. They must deal with 
mending their government institutions, 
change their anti-Israel rhetoric and educa-
tion. But, more so, it is time for them to take 
responsibility for their decisions throughout 
the last decades. True, Israel has made life 
difficult for them, but they are wholly re-
sponsible for the fate of their people. From 
their denial to UN partition plan, through 
their years of terrorism, and their eternal and 
unprecedented refugee status.   They were not 
the only war refugees in the 20th century, so 
like many others, including Jews, they should 
change their attitude; take harsh decisions and 
responsibilities regarding their status. 

If all this means that both sides must give 
up a dream of living between the Mediter-

ranean Sea and the Jordan without the other 
that must be done! If this means that we must 
accept that extreme ideologies on both sides 
will not disappear, we will have to cope with 
that and lead the way. It is our duty. It is not 
written in any heaven or hell that the fate of 
these two people is to endlessly live in war. 
It is in the hands of Palestinians and Israelis 
to insure that this will not happen. And better 
sooner than later.

It is impossible to wrap up such a complex 
issue in such a short article. I apologize if there 
are only short thoughts and ideas here, without 
too much detail.  But if we consider the hints, 
accept some inevitabilities, and start thinking 
creatively we are a small step towards change.

Editor’s note: A senior Hamas official admit-
ted for the first time on Wednesday, August 
20th,  that the organization’s armed wing, the 
Kassam Brigades, was behind the kidnapping 
and murder of Israeli teens Nafatli Fraenkel, 
Gil-Ad Shaer and Eyal Yifrah in the West Bank 
in June. The Hamas official, Salah al-Aruri 
made the comments during a conference of 
Islamic clerics in Turkey. He praised the 
“heroic action of the Kassam Brigades who 
kidnapped three settlers in Hebron.”  

Tel Aviv Desk... from page 15

At the time of this writing, 64 Israeli soldiers 
have been killed.

The translated article below, an excerpt of a 
blog written by a bereaved older brother, will 
give you a sense of the current consciousness 
of the nation.

My Brother, We Thank You for Your Bravery
“Especially during these days of personal, fa-

milial and national pain and loss, we are proud 
to be part of the chain of Israel’s redemption.” 

Eulogy for Evyatar Moshe Turgeman,
who fell during Operation Protective Edge

Source: Ynet, August 5, 2014
My words have been written during these 

days of awe.  Days of courage and heroism, 
of the spirit of giving, the spirit of love and 
brotherhood.  Days of Israeliness.

These are days during which we can actu-
ally see the things that our minds have always 
believed -- that we are an amazing and steadfast 
people, as strong as a rock.  We have roots that 
no wind in the world could ever destroy, not 
even the brutal and murderous wind blowing 
out of Gaza.  Ancient roots, nourished by 
our forefathers -- Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  
Indeed, during these days of hardship and 
struggle, our past -- our history -- rises up to 
give strength to the war of the present and to 

Hello From Jerusalem
from Yossi’s Desk – Yossi Tanuri, Director General, United Israel Appeal of Canada.
Thursday, August 14, 2014

the building of the future.
During this time of pain and loss, the pain 

belongs to the bereaved families.  A hole has 
been opened in the heart and soul of each and 
every family which has lost a loved one.  So, 
too, a hole has been created in the heart of all 
of Israel. 

I cannot let these days pass without trying to 
examine them, and to understand and breathe 
in the special fragrance which exudes from my 
people of Israel at the height of its glory.  The 
people of Israel during the days of Operation 
Protective Edge.

The greatest pain of all -- a pain which 
pierces the heart and opens up a wound which 
will bleed forever -- has served to reveal the 
spirit, the strength and the bravery that is in 
each one of us.  We are a nation well-versed 
in pain.  We learn from our fighters, from our 
beloved sons who have given their lives in 
this war for us.  They have taught us the secret 
of victory -- the combination of courage and 
humility, of heroism and kindness.

We are no longer ashamed to declare that 
our lives are great, that our goals and ideals 
are immense.  Ours is a people which thirsts 
for life, which loves life with a love that is so 
great that it knows no bounds.  By virtue of 

this love, we know not fear.  Staring straight 
into the face of death, we sacrifice life in order 
to preserve life.

We, the Turgeman family of Beit She’an, 
mourn the loss of Evyatar Moshe, our son 
and brother, who fell on the 24th of Tammuz, 
5774, in Khan Yunis.  We are just one of the 
many families of Operation Protective Edge.  
A family in pain, but proud to be another link – 
small, but so powerful – in the chain of Israel’s 
redemption.  A chain of heroism and humility, 
a chain of fighters who gave everything for the 
continued existence of Am Yisrael in its land.

We grieve.  We cannot yet grasp the scale of 
our loss and the longing for what is no longer, 
for what might have been built by these heroes.  
But we also understand.  We are proud.  With 
God’s help, we will learn to rejoice for those 
who will be born at this time.  For the heroism 
of our fighters and their victory over death.  For 
Israel’s unity and solidarity -- to each other and 
to our leaders.  We are privileged to be a part 
of this enterprise.

Thank you for your heroism, your kindness, 
your brotherhood and your love at this time.

Yinon Turgeman is the proud and loving 
elder brother of Evyatar Moshe Turgeman.
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Yahrtzeits
August 29/30 Elul 3/4
Fanny Feigenbaum Aug 30 (4)
Rena Shatzer Aug 31 (5)
Masha Zaitlen Aug 31 (5)
Joseph Sandbrand Sept 1 (6)
Max Berenbom Sept 2 (7)
Betty Aarons Sept 3 (8)
Pauline McCarthy Sept 3 (8)
Mary Pollock Sept 3 (8)
Eva Teplinsky Sept 3 (8)
Rabbi Saul Diament Sept 4 (9)
Josef Goldstein Sept 4 (9)
Philip Raichman Sept 4 (9)
Sarah Richman Sept 4 (9)
Rebecca Tabachnicoff Sept 4 (9)

September 5/6 Elul 10/11
Herschel Diamond Sept 6 (11)
Simon Korber Sept 6 (11)
Rae Aarons Sept 7 (12)
Edith Blumes Sept 7 (12)
Greena Gelmon Sept 7 (12)
Baby Gonick Sept 7 (12)
Gertrude Helfgott Sept 7 (12)
Charles Kaplan Sept 8 (13)
Yocheved Abelevsky Sept 9 (14)
Rose Gellman Sept 9 (14)
Mel Bloom Sept 10 (15)
Benjamin Cohen Sept 10 (15)
Lily Ludwig Sept 10 (15)
Louis Schulman Sept 10 (15)
Yosil Tzalkovich Sept 10 (15)
Minnie Fogel Sept 11 (16)
Celia Ida Greenblat Sept 11 (16)
Eastwood Landa Sept 11 (16)

September 12/13 Elul 17/18
Rebecca Claman Sept 13 (18)
Anne Pavey Sept 13 (18)
Katherine Cantin Sept 14 (19)
Clara Friedman Sept 14 (19)
Irene Ruttle Sept 14 (19)
Ben Brandt Sept 15 (20)

Louis Ditlove Sept 15 (20)
Moses Levitsky Sept 15 (20)
Isaac McCarthy Sept 15 (20)
Ida Ruskin Sept 15 (20)
Anna Bellas Sept 16 (21)
Sophie Cohen Sept 16 (21)
Bella Duba Cooperman Sept 16 
(21)
Idy Leonoff Sept 16 (21)
Harry Wine Sept 16 (21)
Freddie Winocour Sept 16 (21)
Jacob M. Chertkow Sept 17 (22)
John Ellison Sept 17 (22)
Isaac Chotem Sept 18 (23)
Ken Epstein Sept 18 (23)
Harry Hallis Sept 18 (23)

September 19/20 Elus 24/25
Leo Bernbaum Sept 20 (25)
Hersh Freifeld Sept 20 (25)
Seigfried Gumprich Sept 20 (25)
William Caplan Sept 21 (26)
Rachel Clein Sept 21 (26)
Paul Landa Sept 21 (26)
Samuel Pollock Sept 22 (27)
Joseph Barsky Sept 23 (28)
Mayer Melamede Sept 23 (28)
Seymour Buckwold Sept 24 (29)
Alex Pollock Sept 24 (29)
Esther Adilman Sept 25 (Tishrei 1)
Morris Brook Sept 25 (1)
Leib Cooperman Sept 25 (1)
Sofie Stier Sept 25 (1)
Max Zaitlen Sept 25 (1)

September 26/27 Tishrei 1/2
Fraide Katzman Sept 26 (2)
Joseph Rosenberg Sept 26 (2)
Benjamin Goldstein Sept 27 (3)
Malchem Neumann Sept 27 (3)
Yitzhak Bobowsky Sept 28 (4)
Lou Churchill Sept 29 (5)
Moses Solovey Sept 29 (5)
Maurice Medline Sept 30 (6)
Helen Sugarman Sept 30 (6)
Eunice Bloom Oct 1 (7)

Ida Landa Oct 1 (7)
Hulda Wormann Oct 1 (7)

October 3/4 Tishrei 9/10
Lena Adilman Oct 3 (9)
Anna Goorovitch Oct 3 (9)
Chana Lubin Oct 3 (9)
Brina Cohen Oct 4 (10)
Eva Melamede Oct 4 (10)
Grigory Rizhanovsky Oct 4 (10)
Israel Chertkow Oct 5 (11)
Morris Pashkovsk6y Oct 5 (11)
Solomon Switzer Oct 5 (11)
Rebecca Caplan Oct 6 (12)
Pat Clay Oct 6 (12)
Jacob Koffman Oct 6 (12)
Louis Sugarman Oct 6 (12)
Gerald Waldman Oct 6 (12)
Semyon Khayfets Oct 8 (14)
Etta Monovitz Oct 8 (14)
Arthur Rapaport Oct 8 (14)
R.B. Bonder Oct 9 (15)
Michael Fingard Oct 9 (15)
Henry Lehrer Oct 9 (15)

October 10/11 Tishrei 16/17
Don Adilman Oct 11 (17)
Valerie Pollak Oct 11 (17)
Gertrude Shear Oct 11 (17)
Fanny Tartar Oct 11 (17)
Naomi Arlinsky Oct 12 (18)
Rae Burt Oct 12 (18)
Miriam Sugarman Oct 12 (18)

Paula Beberfall Oct 13 (19)
Schmuel Bernbaum Oct 13 (19)
Moses Glick Oct 13 (19)
Saul Katzman Oct 13 (19)
Irving Levitt Oct 13 (19)
Minnie Hussman Oct 14 (20)
Bella Sklar Oct 14 (20)
Deborah Solsberg Oct 14 (20)
Abraham Katz Oct 15 (21)
Malka Shacter Oct 15 (21)

October 17/18 Tishrei 23/24
Freda Bernbaum Oct 17 (23)
Dora Goldstein Oct 17 (23)
Samuel Badeker Oct 19 (25)
Philip Baron Oct 19 (25)
Dorothy Brand Oct 19 (25)
Hannah Weitzman Oct 19 (25)
Abraham Churchill Oct 20 (26)
Sarah Friedman Oct 20 (26)
Bernice Conn Oct 22 (28)
Sydney Goodman Oct 22 (28)
Frances Cutler Oct 23 (29)
Meyer Entol Oct 23 (29)
Leo Winocour Oct 23 (29)

October 24/25 Tishrei 30/Heshvan 1
Sarah Brown Oct 24 (30)
Avram Goluboff Oct 24 (30)
Leo Isaacsen Oct 25 (Heshvan 1)
Frances Shaw Oct 26 (2)
Bessie Chertkow Oct 27 (3)
Ben Goldstein Oct 27 (3)
Abram Handelman Oct 27 (3)
Rabbi Roger Pavey Oct 27 (3)
Mary Sklar Oct 27 (3)
Sarah Vogel Oct 27 (3)
Sylvia Caplan Oct 28 (4)
Oscar Mazer Oct 28 (4)
Robert Miller Oct 30 (6)

October 31/November 1 Heshvan 
7/8
Louis Horlick Oct 31 (7)
Melvin Laimon Oct 31 (7)
Jack Milavky Oct 31 (7)
Leiser Singer Oct 31 (7)
Michael Stier Oct 31 (7)
Esar Katz Nov 2 (9)
Asher Lehrer Nov 2 (9)
Rose Mallin Nov 2 (9)
Labe Rapaport Nov 3 (10)
Clara Goldenberg Nov 4 (11)
Solomon Waiser Nov 4 (11)
Frank Arshawsky Nov 5 (12)
David Hamir Nov 6 (13)
Dina Teitelbaum Nov 6 (13)

Rebecca Simpson
Coordinator of Awesome

306.665.5380 Ext. 396
rsimpson@centennialplumbing.com

Web: www.centennial360.com

ship them to Israel and our team here develops 
antibodies from the samples.” 

He and Yavelsky hope to develop a “pas-
sive” vaccine that would provide immediate 
protection against the virus. An “active” vac-
cine already formulated by the US military, 
and successfully tested in monkeys, takes 
about 30 days to be effective.

The current outbreak was first noticed last 
February in Guinea, a country that is normally 
outside the usual ecosystem for Ebola, ac-
cording to Lobel. At the end of March, the 
US Centers for Disease Control sent a team 
to assist Guinea Ministry of Health and World 
Health Organization in formulating an inter-

national response to the outbreak that is now 
affecting other African countries including 
Sierra Leone, Liberia and Nigeria. 

Meanwhile, several other experimental 
vaccines and therapeutic approaches to Ebola 
and Marburg – mostly in the United States 
and Canada – are in various stages of study. 
In Israel, Vecoy Nanomedicines is developing 
a biomedical technology platform that tricks a 
virus into “committing suicide,” which could 
neutralize viral threats like Ebola, hepatitis 
and HIV. However, Vecoy’s Dr. Eitan Eliram 
says that Vecoy has not yet found sufficient 
funding to go forward with its research and 
development.

Ebola Virus... from page x

“In Israel, in order to be a realist you  
must believe in miracles.” 

- Israeli Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion
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Camp Ramah in Colorado
by Amiel Jodorkovsky

“I had a great time in Camp Ramah. I made lots of 
friends and I learnt new things like archery, hiking, 
songs and dances. Shabbat was a great experience: We 
had to get dress with white clothes and we danced before 
prayers. After Kabbalat Shabbat we went to eat to the 
“Chadar Hochel” (dining room) and after Kiddush and 
the blessings we had the best meal of the week, Lasagna 
and ice cream sandwich for dessert!” 

“On Saturday morning Services, the bigger kids got to 
open the whole Torah and read from it! Because Shabbat 
is the day of rest, we had free time to be with our friends 
and to choose to do an improvisation activity called 
“Imp-Ramahv”. That was great! Also the Havdalah was 
beautiful: Some kids had the candles, others had the 
Besamim and the Kiddush cup and we all huddled and 
sang the Havdalah songs.” 

“Another thing that I liked was “Yom Sport” - a day of 
fun and sports. There were three groups: Red, blue and 
green. I was in blue team. There were lots of mini-games 
and challenges. Most of the days of the Camp we had 
learning time. We learnt about Jewish history, traditions 
and how we as Jews have to help animals. Because Israel 
was in war we also did special prayers asking God for 
peace and to help Israel.”

“There was a special activity for the whole camp to 
do. There were different types of bracelets that you 
could win by doing good deeds. There was a “friend-
ship”, a “leadership”, a “humility” and also a “justice” 
bracelet. I won the “friendship” one for offering help to 
a friend.”  

“At the beginning I was a little afraid because I 
didn’t know anybody but soon I realized that I made 
lots of new friends and I had a great time at Camp 
Ramah. I would like to thank my parents and also 
B’nai Brith Saskatoon for helping me going to camp”. 

Agudas Israel Kinder Camp 
By Mayah Holtslander

From August 18– 22 Saskatoon’s Jewish children 
had a fun filled week at the first (and soon to be 
annual) Kinder day camp! There were 18 kids aged 
three to ten in attendance and it was truly amaz-
ing to see so many Jewish children getting together, 
learning about Judaism and developing new friend-

ships. 
Throughout the week we had some 

fantastic Jewish programming, along 
with all the camp classics, such as crafts, 
games, sports, and swimming. Rabbi 
Claudio visited and taught everyone 
about mitzvot and we put our new found 
knowledge to practice with a tzedakah 
donation treasure hunt! Rabbi Claudio 
also taught everyone about Shabbat and 
introduced us to some great new sto-
ries about Shabbat. Daniella and Yuval 
taught us Israeli dancing, new games 
and read us stories. On Friday, we made 
beautiful challah covers and delicious challahs. The kids had 
a fun filled week, and for our counselors and organizers, it felt 
great just to witness so many children bonding within the com-
munity. 

I would like to thank my fellow counselors, Abby Holtslander, 
Jardena Gertler-Jaffe and Nastia Kolesnik for all the hard work 
they put in to make sure the kids had fun this week. On behalf 
of all the counselors and campers, I would like to say a huge 
thank you to Robin Sasko and Malvina Rapko for organizing 
this fantastic event. Thank you to eve-
ryone else who helped with the camp: 
Robin for making us delicious lunches 
every day, Lisa Shiffman for helping 
in the kitchen, Linda Shaw for making 
the challah dough, Rabbi Claudio for 
teaching us about mitzvot and Shab-
bat, Daniella and Yuval for helping 
organize activities, and most of all, 
thank you to all the campers for being 
such an eager, engaging group of kids! 
We are all already looking forward to 
next year’s camp. 

Shalom to 
Daniella and 
Yuval at the 
Saskatoon 
Airport
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October 2014 •  Tishrei / Heshva 5775

September 2014 •  Elul / Tishrei 5774 - 5775

ki tetze

* Harold Shiffman
Havdalah 8:30 pm   

ki tavo

* Grant Scharfstein
Havdalah 8:14 pm

SeliChot
nitzavim / vayelech

* Kevin Sharfe
Havdalah 7:58 pm

Shabbat Shuva 
ha’azinu

10:00am

*Matthew Ditlove
Havdalah 7:41 pm

Yom kippur
Shacharit (Morning) Service - 9:30 am
Afternoon (Mincha) Service - 5:15 pm

Havdalah (Breaking of the fast)
* Marsha Scharfstein

Havdalah 7:30 pm

Sukkot iii
17th of Tishrei

*Steven Simpson
Havdalah 7:09 pm

paraShat bereShit

* Perry Jacobson
Havdalah 6:54 pm

paraShat noaCh
roSh ChodeSh heShvan

1st of Heshvan

* Michael Scharfstein
Havdalah 6:39 pm

Shabbat Service
Goluboff Baby Naming

7 pm
Oneg to follow

*Lesley-Ann Crone
Candle Lighting 6:52 pm

Sukkot ii
16th of Tishrei 

OFFICE CLOSED

Candle Lighting 6:03 pm

SimChat torah 23rd of Tishrei

Potluck Dinner 6 pm

*Marsha Scharfstein
Candle Lighting 5:48 pm

roSh ChodeSh heShvan
30the\ of Tishrei

* 
Candle Lighting  5:33 pm

 

 
Shabbat Barbeque 6 pm

*Marsha Scharfstein
Candle Lighting 7:25 pm

Candle Lighting 7:08 pm

erev Yom kippur
kol nidre - arvit 

6 pm

*Marsha Scharfstein
Candle Lighting 6:19 pm

rosh hashanah
Shacharit (Morning) Service 

9:30 am
OFFICE CLOSED
*Marsha Scharfstein

Candle Lighting 6:36 pm

* 
Candle Lighting 5:20 pm

OFFICE CLOSED Hebrew School 
Registration & First Day 

of Class
4:15 pm

B’nai Brith Meeting 
6 pm

Annual General Meeting
7:30 pm

erev rosh hashanah
Arvit (Evening) Service 

8 pm

*Marsha Scharfstein

rosh hashanah 5775
Shacharit (Morning) Service 

9:30 am
Arvit (Evening) Service 

8 pm
*Marsha Scharfstein

Cemetery Visitation
11 am

18th of Tishrei
Sukkot IV

20th of Tishrei
Sukkot VI

19th of Tishrei
Sukkot V

OFFICE CLOSED

Lunch & Learn
Starts
12 pm

21st of Tishrei
Sukkot VII

Candle Lighting 5:52 pm

14th of Tishrei
Erev Sukkot

Candle Lighting 6:08 pm

15th of Tishrei
Sukkot I

10 am Service with Yizkor
OFFICE CLOSED

*Heather Fenyes

22nd of Tishrei
Shmini Atzeret

OFFICE CLOSED

In the Company
 of Emily Carr

Public Lecture at CAI
at 7 p.m.

CHW & Sisterhood 
Potluck Dinner

Lesley-Ann Crone
 Rosenberg’s

Garden Tour -5:30 p.m. 
Dinner 6:15 p.m.

Photo credits SPS-SCS saskatoon100.ca

*Jan Gitlin


